
Awareness raising and capacity-building related to the 

implementation of the Guidelines for the Long-term 

Sustainability of Outer Space Activities



COPUOS Member States adopted by consensus the Guidelines for the Long-Term Sustainability of 
Outer Space Activities in June 2019.

In October 2019, they were welcomed with appreciation by the UN General Assembly.

Guidelines for the Long-Term Sustainability of 
Outer Space Activities

The Guidelines comprise a compendium of internationally recognized measures for, 
and commitments to, ensuring the long-term sustainability of outer space activities

The Guidelines include a preamble and 4 sections.

"The purpose of the guidelines is to assist States and international intergovernmental organizations, 
both individually and collectively, to mitigate the risks associated with the conduct of outer space 

activities so that present benefits can be sustained and future opportunities realized"

The preamble:
❖ Defines the long-term sustainability of outer space activities
❖ Explains the voluntary and non-legally binding status of the Guidelines
❖ Shares how the guidance that they provide is to be reviewed and updated



Guidelines for the Long-Term Sustainability of 
Outer Space Activities (II)

D. Scientific and technical 
research and development

The Guidelines have 4 sections

➢ Adopt, revise and amend, as necessary, national regulatory 
frameworks for outer space activities

➢ Provide updated contact information and share 
information on space objects and orbital event

➢ Promote and facilitate international cooperation in support 
of the long-term sustainability of outer space activities

➢ Promote and support research into and the development 
of ways to support sustainable exploration and use of 
outer space

A. Policy and regulatory fra
mework for space 
activities

B. Safety of space 
operations

C. International 
cooperation, capacity-
building and awareness

Examples of Guidelines



In 2020, UNOOSA launched a multi-stakeholder project on awareness raising and capacity-building to 
support implementation of the LTS Guidelines. 

Project implemented in 2 phases.

The project is made possible through the generous support of the United Kingdom

All resources publicly available!

Website Virtual events Publication Infographics Case studies Study 

Awareness raising and capacity-building related to 

the implementation of the LTS Guidelines



spacesustainability.unoosa.org

Website



Virtual events



Infographics



Publication

Available in all official UN languages



UNOOSA collates operational case studies on 
practices and challenges.

Case studies collection

Asia-Pacific Regional Space Agency 
Forum

Astroscale

Bureau of Meteorology (Australia)

European Space Surveillance and 
Tracking

Philippines Space Agency

Chilean Air Force

NIGCOMSAT

NASA

Call for submission is open!

+30 case studies available!



Stakeholder Study Report

UNOOSA conducted interviews with

❖ 37 States members of COPUOS

❖ 5 international intergovernmental 
organizations.

The Stakeholder Study Report :

❖ Focuses on implementation experiences of States to understand the 
applicability of the Guidelines in national contexts;

❖ Demonstrates implementation challenges that States have 
experienced/are experiencing;

❖ Contains views on any specific assistance that States consider 
necessary to help them implement the Guidelines;

❖ Presents views on both short- and mid-term actions that could be 
taken to improve/drive forward LTS Guidelines implementation.



Conclusion

❖ Legal and regulatory certainty is one of the best 
incentives that a State can offer its space sector.

❖ Develop a mutual understanding of the Guidelines to 
raise awareness about them and to ensure their 
implementation.

❖ Voluntary nature and implementation of “low-hanging 
fruit” and/or those that best suit the national context.

❖ States with few space assets focus on research
activities that benefits socio-economic development.

❖ Industry and the private sector engagement e.g. 
how companies can support/encourage institutional 
actors to implement the Guidelines.

A landmark achievement in space policy and space diplomacy, as well as a crucial step towards 
protecting the Earth’s orbital space environment and ensuring equitable access to the benefits of 

exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes

❖ Transparent, efficient and direct 
communication and information sharing.

❖ Some stakeholders remain unaware of what they 
should do or from whom they can seek assistance 
when operationalizing the Guidelines.

❖ Need for ongoing international, multi-
stakeholder coordination, which may be supported by 
regional and international organizations.

STAY TUNED!

More awareness raising and capacity-building 
through phase 3 of the project!



Thank you!


