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Our Common Agenda
Report of the Secretary-General

✓ On the 75th anniversary of the UN, Member States pledged

to strengthen global governance for the sake of present and

coming generations.

✓ The Secretary-General was requested to report back with

recommendations to advance our common agenda and to

respond to current and future challenges.

✓ The result ‘Our Common Agenda’ was launched on 10 Sept.

✓ The report looks ahead to the next 25 years and represents

the Secretary-General’s vision on the future of global

cooperation and reinvigorating inclusive, networked, and

effective multilateralism.

✓ The Secretary-General presented his report to the General

Assembly in September 2021 before the end of the 75th

session of the General Assembly.
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1. We will leave no one behind. The next ten years, which have been designated as the Decade of Action, will be the most critical of our 
generation. The peoples have to be at the center of all our efforts. Particular attention must be given to people in vulnerable situations. 

2. We will protect our planet. The time to act is now. Many countries, not least small island developing states, least developed countries 
and landlocked developing countries, are already among the most affected. We have a historic opportunity to build back better and 
greener. 

3. We will promote peace and prevent conflicts. The ongoing armed conflicts and threats against international peace and security must 
be urgently resolved through peaceful means. 

4. We will abide by international law and ensure justice. The purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and 
international law remain timeless, universal and an indispensable foundation for a more peaceful, prosperous and just world. We will 
abide by the international agreements we have entered into and the commitments we have made. 

5. We will place women and girls at the center. Conflicts will not be resolved, and sustainable development not occur, without the equal 
and active participation of women at all levels

6. We will build trust. We will address the root causes of inequalities, including violence, human rights abuses, corruption, 
marginalization, discrimination in all its forms, poverty and exclusion, as well as lack of education and employment. It is our 
responsibility. 
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7. We will improve digital cooperation. Shaping a shared vision on digital cooperation and a digital future that show the full potential for 
beneficial technology usage, and addressing digital trust and security, must continue to be a priority as our world is now more than 
ever relying on digital tools for connectivity and social-economic prosperity. 

8. We will upgrade the United Nations. The ongoing UN reform will be creating a more agile, effective, and accountable organization that 
can deliver better in the field and adapt to global challenges. 

9. We will ensure sustainable financing. Realizing these aspirations will require sustainable and predictable funding of the Organization. 
The full and timely implementation of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on Financing for Development is key for the implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda. Joint public-private financing plays a central role in our efforts to make the United Nations deliver better on its 
purposes. 

10. We will boost partnerships. Today’s challenges require cooperation not only across borders but also across the whole of society. We 
have to make the United Nations more inclusive and engage with all relevant stakeholders, including regional and sub-regional 
organizations, non-governmental organizations, civil society, the private sector, academia, and parliamentarians to ensure an effective 
response to our common challenges. 

11. We will listen to and work with youth. For too long, the voices of youth have been sidelined in discussions about their future. This has 
to change now through meaningful engagement with youth

12. We will be prepared. We need to strengthen international cooperation, coordination, and solidarity. It is important to learn, share 
experiences and information to reduce risks and make our systems more resilient. 



Consultation process on the Common Agenda
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In response to GA Resolution 75/1, in addition to involving the United Nations system as a whole, the SG
embarked upon a process of reflection, consisting of four tracks engaging a broad array of stakeholders, including
Member States, prominent thought leaders, young people and civil society.

✓ The consultation process built on the year-long anniversary global listening exercise, when over 1.5 million
people from all 193 Member States took part in an online survey. Polling firms also conducted surveys in 70
countries.

✓ Engagement with Member States began with a letter to all permanent representatives and observers on 8
October 2020 laying out the process and inviting them to share their views. From December 2020 onwards
several consultations, facilitate also by the UN Foundation, on the 12 themes began.

✓ Thought leaders, several high-level groups of experts as well as young thinkers and groups where invited to
contribute ideas around the 12 themes

✓ Consultation with civil society, parliamentarians, think tanks, the private sector, subnational leaders and city
networks, underrepresented groups and other non-government partners

✓ Every effort was made to ensure that the reflection process included a wide range of voices from all regions,
including through an experimental digital consultation exercise overseen









Peaceful, secure and sustainable use of outer space
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90. Outer space has traditionally been acknowledged as a global common, beyond the jurisdiction of any one State. The
potential for its peaceful, secure and sustainable use would benefit all humanity today and into the future. Governance
arrangements for outer space, including the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, were established in an era
of exclusively Statebased activity and provide only general guidance on managing traffic in outer space, the permanent
settlement of celestial bodies and responsibilities for resource management. We are in an era of renewed exploration and
use of outer space, with active programmes to return humans to the Moon and beyond and the planned launch of
megaconstellations of thousands of new satellites. Space assets have transformed the way we live and outer space
systems are vital for understanding and solving global problems, such as implementation of the Sustainable Development
Goals and climate action. Many of these developments are driven by actors in the private sector. They also pose new risks
to security, safety and sustainability. Increasing congestion and competition in outer space could imperil access and use by
succeeding



Peaceful, secure and sustainable use of outer space
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91. Recently agreed Guidelines for the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities have shown that progress in
governance is possible, but many gaps remain. A combination of binding and non-binding norms is needed, building on
existing frameworks and drawing in the full range of actors now involved in space exploration and use. Immediate actions
could include the development of a global regime to coordinate space traffic and the elaboration of new instruments to
prevent weaponization of outer space. To that end, consideration could be given to a multi-stakeholder dialogue on outer
space as part of a Summit of the Future (see para. 103 below) bringing together Governments and other leading space
actors. The dialogue could seek high-level political agreement on the peaceful, secure and sustainable use of outer space,
move towards a global regime to coordinate space traffic and agree on principles for the future governance of outer space
activities.



Next steps
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103. Once the Advisory Board has reported its findings, it will be important to hold a highlevel, multi-stakeholder “Summit
of the Future” to advance ideas for governance arrangements in the areas of international concern mentioned in this
report, and potentially others, where governance arrangements are nascent or require updating. It would be preceded by
preparatory events and consultations. The Summit would most appropriately be held in conjunction with the highlevel
week of the seventy-eighth session of the General Assembly and could include high-level tracks on:

a) Advancing governance for global public goods and other areas, as appropriate, in the light of the findings of the
Advisory Board;

b) Anticipating sustainable development and climate action beyond 2030;
c) Peace and security, for the new agenda for peace;
d) Digital technology, for the Global Digital Compact;
e) Outer space, to seek agreement on the sustainable and peaceful use of outer space, move towards a global regime

to coordinate space traffic and agree on principles for the future governance of outer space activities;
f) Major risks and agreement on an Emergency Platform;
g) Succeeding generations, for possible agreement on a Declaration on Future Generations.
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