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Saudi Arabia's Statement
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) 2024
67TH Session

Item #9. Space and Sustainable Development

Distinguished Chair, esteemed delegates,

Today, we gather in a time where the merging of space and sustainable development holds exceptional
promise for humanity. In this key moment, Saudi Arabia stands at the forefront of this endeavor, supporting
innovative solutions and building partnerships to harness the potential of space for the betterment of our
planet and its people.

MR. chair, esteemed delegates,

Saudi Arabia has embarked on an ambitious journey to enhance its capabilities in space, specifically in the
fields of remote sensing and Earth observation. Since the beginning of its Space program Saudi Arabia has
significantly advanced its Earth observation capabilities to improve resource management and
environmental monitoring. The journey began with the establishment of the Saudi Center for Remote
Sensing, which promoted the use of satellite data for applications in agriculture, water resources, and urban
planning.

Saudi Arabia’s initiatives in the utilization satellites and remote sensing for sustainable development
included:

e The study of land treatment and environmental damages using satellite data to enhance emergency
preparation and environmental sustainability

o The National Centre for Vegetation Cover, established by the Saudi Green Initiative to fulfill greening
objectives, uses remote sensing for accurate biome mapping and evaluating ongoing greening
initiatives.

o Heavy industries, including construction and the oil and gas sectors, utilize high-resolution Earth
observation data for site surveying, construction progress evaluation, and assessing environmental
rehabilitation efforts.

e Sustaining the marine environment by monitoring pollution over the busy maritime causeways of
the Arabian Gulfand the Red Sea allowing for early detection of spills and pollution events, facilitating
predictions on spread and more efficient mitigation.

e Monitoring urban development and densification in cities to help manage and plan urban growth
effectively, ensuring sustainable development practices.

Mr. Chair and esteemed delegates.



Human capital development is the keystone of any successful space program. The sustainable advancement
of space technology and exploration relies heavily on a pipeline of skilled and knowledgeable workforce
capable of pushing the boundaries of innovation. Over 1300 university students have been trained in space-
related fields through the Space Camps and initiatives, which aim to develop students in STEM through
practical challenges in the space industry in 2023 and 2024.

This year, the Saudi Space Agency launched the Madak competition to boost regional contributions to space
science among students aged 6 to 18. The competition covers arts, agriculture, and engineering, with more
than 80,000 applicants from over 20 countries in the region. Winning submissions will be sent to the
International Space Station in late 2024.

The Scholarship Program in Saudi Arabia offers up to eight fields of study related to space, including
aerospace engineering and space sciences. In 2023, the program provided over 200 international academic
seats for Saudi students at top universities. This initiative ensures that students are well-prepared for the
space sector's growth, fostering a highly skilled workforce that will contribute significantly to the
advancement of Saudi Arabia's space industry.

Furthermore, the upskilling and reskilling of professional’s target postgraduates and workers/technicians
who wish to enter the space sector, providing them with practical skills to fill gaps in priority areas. The
Space Sector's Madarik program offers various training programs in the fields of Space Business, Space
Software & Data, and Space Engineering, aiming to train more than 500 participants.

Mr. Chair and esteemed members,

Entrepreneurship is an important element of Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030, and the country is committed to
fostering a dynamic space economy driven by innovation and entrepreneurship. Since 2019, the Saudi Space
Agency and the General Authority for Small and Medium Enterprises (Monsha’at) have launched initiatives
to support space-related startups and SMEs. These include incubation and acceleration programs offering
financial support, mentorship, and access to advanced facilities, enabling entrepreneurs to turn ideas into
businesses.

The Communications, Space & Technology Commission (CST) announced the formation of the Space
Entrepreneurship Alliance to achieve growth and sustainability in the sector and to develop a strong
foundation to support entrepreneurs in the Kingdom's space sector. The Space Entrepreneurship Bootcamp
was launched with a total of 44 participants and delivered 122 training hours. Additionally, the kingdom
supported the NASA Space Apps hackathon, with over 1300 participants in 19 cities across Saudi Arabi

In conclusion, the kingdom of Saudi Arabia remains committed to advancing its space capabilities and
contributing to global efforts in utilizing space for sustainable development. We look forward to continuing
our work with the international community to unlock the full potential of space for the benefit of all
humanity.

Thank you



