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Mr. Chair of the 68th Session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
Distinguished Delegates,
Peace be upon you,

The delegation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia thanks the Chair for the opportunity to share the Kingdom'’s
perspective on the growing intersection between space and climate change, and the vital role that space
technologies play in supporting international efforts to monitor environmental phenomena and adapt to the
impacts of climate change. Remote sensing technologies and geospatial data analysis have proven effective in
observing the Earth, tracking climate change, monitoring vegetation, detecting pollution, and supporting

other vital environmental applications.

In this context, the Kingdom is devoted to launching initiatives that promote innovation in the field of space
and climate, while also supporting the development of human capital. Among the most prominent of these
initiatives is the Kingdom’s organization of the first edition of the “SPACE UP” competition, which attracted
participation from small and midsize enterprises across more than 50 countries worldwide. The competition
addressed advanced technical challenges, including monitoring green areas in Saudi Arabia, tracking urban
expansion, detecting palm tree diseases using satellite data, assessing urban heat effects, and maintaining
infrastructure and roads. These tracks received over 600 submissions from around the world, reflecting the
Kingdom’s commitment to fostering international cooperation in space, stimulating innovation, promoting

knowledge exchange, and empowering professionals in the space sector.

And the initiative included tracks that are directly aligned with efforts to address the challenge of climate

change, such as:

e Greening Saudi Arabia Track: This track focused on monitoring afforestation efforts and tracking
the number of trees as part of the Kingdom’s target to plant 10 billion trees across the country in the

coming decades.

e Mapping of Urban Trees Track: Aimed at developing innovative solutions for monitoring urban
afforestation using space-based observation technologies and geospatial data analysis to address

challenges and support informed decision-making.

e Monitoring Urban Heat Islands Track: This track sought to develop advanced models for analyzing

data and identifying peak heat times in major Saudi cities using satellite-based remote sensing.
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¢ Monitoring Date Palms Pest And Disease Track: Designed to support the sustainability of the

palm sector by developing satellite data-based models for the early detection of agricultural pests.

In conclusion, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia reaffirms the importance of unifying international efforts to
harness space technologies in addressing climate-related challenges. And calls Member States to enhance the
exchange of expertise and broaden the scope of technical and scientific cooperation, in pursuit of a more

sustainable future.



