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Mr. Chair of the 68th Session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,

Distinguished Delegates,

Peace be upon you,

The delegation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia thanks the Chair for the opportunity to share the Kingdom's
perspective on the ancillary benefits of space technology, including satellite-based communication
technologies, which have witnessed remarkable advancements in recent years due to rapid technological
progress and the decreasing costs of satellite launches. These developments have attracted growing attention

from regulatory and legislative bodies at both national and international levels.

Among these technologies is Direct-to-Device (D2D) communication, an emerging innovation that enables
mobile devices to connect directly with satellites or aerial platforms.
Direct-to-Device (D2D) technology is used in a range of applications, including emergency and public safety
services, where it allows emergency alerts (SOS) to be sent as warning messages to users in affected areas. This
helps accelerate response times and reduce associated risks. The technology also supports Short Message
Service (SMS) through public communication networks, and enables voice calls and data transmission, such as

web browsing and email access, enhancing connectivity continuity across various locations.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, represented by the Communications, Space & Technology Commission (CST),
hosted the International Forum on Non-Terrestrial Networks (NTN) under the theme “Connecting the Worlds
from the Skies”, in collaboration with the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) in 2024, which was
concerned with discussing developments in non-terrestrial networks, with one of the key themes being Direct-

to-Device (D2D) communication.

As part of the forum’s activities, a dedicated panel session was held, bringing together satellite operators,
international organizations, regulatory entities, and end users to discuss cooperation opportunities for
integrating non-terrestrial and terrestrial network infrastructures. In addition, the forum showcased several
technical demonstrations, including the first-of-its-kind D2D connectivity trial in the Middle East and North

Africa (MENA) region at the time.

In conclusion, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia continues to closely monitor the rapid evolution of Direct-to-
Device (D2D) technologies, recognizing their potential to enhance digital infrastructure by linking non-
terrestrial and terrestrial networks—thereby expanding coverage to both populated and unpopulated areas
and helping reduce the digital divide. In this context, the Commission invites all stakeholders interested in this

technology to share their latest developments and experiences, to strengthen opportunities for international
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collaboration and knowledge exchange, and to ensure alignment in regulatory and technical efforts in this

growing field.



