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Mr. Chair,

Space exploration is one of humanity’s most ambitious and inspiring pursuits, essential for deepening our understanding of what
lies beyond our planet. For the Kingdom, the move toward space is part of Vision 2030, which aims to build a knowledge-based

economy that promotes innovation, creativity, and entrepreneurship‘

Space exploration contributes to realizing this vision through the Kingdom's national space programs, which focus on developing
technologies and scientific research, enhancing international cooperation, and inspiring a new generation of Saudi youth to

engage in science and engineering, shaping a future driven by innovation and economic prosperity.

In 2023, the Kingdom strengthened its presence in space exploration by carrying out a historic, crewed Saudi mission to space.
This mission included Rayyanah Barnawi; the first Arab Muslim female astronaut; alongside astronaut Ali AlQarni, on a journey
to the International Space Station. During this mission, the crew conducted 14 scientific experiments, resulting in peer-reviewed
publications and a registered patent. As part of its educational empowerment efforts, the Kingdom launched the "MADAK Space”
competition, aimed at increasing youth participation in space research and fostering early scientific creativity. The initiative

attracted wide engagement across the Arab world, with over 80,000 submissions from 22 Arab countries.

Mr. Chair,

Today, we are pleased to highlight a leading national initiative: the BioGravity Program, launched by the Saudi Space Agency to
position the Kingdom as a leader in space-based biomedical research. The program supports microgravity research, drives
innovation, and enables the commercialization of medical solutions through the space sector. The program is structured around
four key tracks: The Community of Practice (CoP) to promote collaboration and knowledge exchange among researchers. The
Astronaut- Researchers Program, designed to integrate Saudi academic institutions into space-based research and train the next
generation of space bio scientists. The Biotech from Bench to Space Track, which supports biotech companies in advancing the
space readiness level of their technologies. The BioGravity Research Hub, which aims to establish a national advanced laboratory

for research and development in this vital field.

Atits core, the Biological Gravity Program is committed to localizing scientific innovation and developing space-based healthcare
solutions, while strengthening partnerships between research and industry sectors. It reinforces the peaceful use of outer space
in support of the Sustainable Development Goals. In line with the principles of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space (COPUOS) and UN General Assembly Resolution 77/120, the BioGravity initiative expresses its warm welcome to

international cooperation in future space exploration programs.

Thank you.



