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AGENDA ITEM 8: SPACE AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

l. The Group underscores its firm conviction that the use and exploration of the outer
space shall be carried out exclusively for peaceful purposes, with the view to realizing a shared
vision for the future, for the benefit and in the interests of all countries.

2. The Group reiterates the principles included in the Declaration on International
Cooperation in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space for the Benefit and in the Interest of
All States, taking in Particular Account the Needs of Developing Countries, that should govern
activities in the space:

a. universal and equal access to outer space for all countries without discrimination,
regardless of their level of scientific, technical and economic development;

b. the equitable and rational use of the outer space for the benefit and in the interests of
all humankind;

c. the principle of non-appropriation of outer space, including the moon and other
celestial bodies, by any means,

d. international cooperation in the development of space activities.

3. The Group further reiterates the need to use this opportunity to address current
challenges and fully consolidate aspirations of developing countries on peaceful uses of outer
space including strengthening international cooperation, availing equitable access and sharing
the benefits of outer space activities for all humankind, particularly for the interest of
developing countries, including through providing additional support for space sciences and
applications.

4. While several Member States of this Group have achieved important milestones in
space activities, others are starting to develop their own space programmes and policies. This
fact is a recognition of the potential, importance and benefit of space activities. The Group also
considers it crucial that developing countries are not left behind or are unfairly treated in space
exploration efforts. In this connection, it is imperative to intensify the efforts to extend to all
States the benefits derived from outer space activities with a view to promoting the contribution
of peaceful uses of outer space to socio-economic development.



5. In line with the enhancement of international cooperation in outer space activities, it is
vital to promote a wider participation of developing countries through active and sustained
assistance by advanced space faring nations and the Office of Outer Space Affairs free from
conditionalities.

6. To this end, capacity building, technical assistance and transfer of technology are key
factors in the expansion of the abilities of those working in the field, allowing them to gain
expertise and knowledge from more advanced spacefaring nations.



