
 
 
April 23, 2025 
 
Ms. Aarti Holla-Maini 
Director, Office for Outer Space Affairs 
United Nations Office in Vienna 
Wagramerstrasse 5, 1220 Vienna, Austria  
 
Subject: Request to Attend Legal Subcommittee 64th Session, May 2025 as Ad Hoc Observer  
 
Dear Director Ms Holla-Maini, 
 
ACES Worldwide (Alliance for Collaboration in the Exploration of Space) has recently 
submitted a formal application for the status of Permanent Observer Organization to the United 
Nations Committee on the Peaceful Use of Outer Space (COPUOS). 
 
ACES Worldwide wishes to attend the upcoming COPUOS Legal Subcommittee (LSC) session 
(64th session) to be held in Vienna from May 5 - May 16, 2025, as an ad hoc observer, pending 
the final decision of COPUOS on its permanent observer status. At the LSC meeting in May 
2025, ACES Worldwide would like to be represented by Dr. Marlène M. Losier, PhD, JD, 
Founder and a member of the Global Advisory Council, ACES Worldwide.  
 
We also request the opportunity to make a presentation during Agenda Item 3, General Exchange 
of Views, regarding ACES Worldwide’s vision and commitment to equitable access of outer 
space for all. We wish to take this opportunity to highlight our ongoing initiatives aimed at 
enhancing the coherence between existing space law frameworks and emerging technologies. 
Furthermore, we are keen to explore meaningful ways in which we may contribute to the work of 
COPUOS, particularly in advancing the objectives of the Space2030 Agenda.  
 
ACES Worldwide operates through its highly accomplished and diverse Board of Directors, 
comprising 8 individuals from 4 continents, representing all age groups and working in various 
sectors of space affairs. Our Global Advisory Council, which advises the Board of Directors, 
comprises 36 experts from 23 countries and includes, by coincidence, two former directors of the 
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA), Dr. Sergio Camacho-Lara and Dr. 
Simonetta di Pippo, as well as the former chair of COPUOS, Dr. David Kendall. Furthermore, as 
ACES Worldwide is an alliance for space activities, it partners with organizations working in the 
space sector and has 12 such organizations as partners. 
 
As stated in our application for the status of permanent observer to COPUOS, ACES Worldwide 
was envisioned in 2021 by its founders: Dr. Joseph N. Pelton, Dr. Marlène M. Losier, Mr. Jim 
Crisafulli, Ms. Kim E. Degnan, and Dr. Scott Madry. The organization was subsequently 
established in the same year and incorporated at the State Corporation Commission of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, United States of America (Entity ID: 11304221).  ACES Worldwide 
is a non-profit organization that operates through alliances, action agenda papers, and roundtable 
discussions. It also undertakes various educational and programmatic initiatives to advance 

1 



 
equitable space laws and policies globally. In particular, our Space and Sustainability Compact 
Agreement Initiative aims to promote the UN Sustainable Development Goals, the Pact for the 
Future, and the Space2030 Agenda by facilitating cooperation between space providers and new 
space users to achieve one or more of the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
Over the last four years, ACES Worldwide, with its dedicated team and extensive expertise, has 
organized several roundtables and panels, working towards capacity-building in outer space 
affairs and developing space education programs to promote policies that address the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals through various initiatives, including the Space and 
Sustainability Compact Agreement Initiative. We look forward to working with COPUOS, the 
only multilateral forum addressing the peaceful exploration and use of outer space, as well as the 
most representative body working towards harmonized and equitable laws and policies for all 
space actors. Our objectives align with the mission of COPUOS and UNOOSA to promote 
international cooperation in the peaceful use and exploration of space, as well as the utilization 
of space science and technology for sustainable economic and social development. We aim to 
bring the expertise, dedication, enthusiasm, and collaboration of our Board of Directors, Global 
Advisory Council, and Alliance Partners to COPUOS, and assist the Committee with the 
research and recommendations stemming from our initiatives. 
 
We sincerely appreciate your time and consideration in reviewing our request. We remain at your 
disposal to provide any further information you may require. 
 
We sincerely hope that our request for ad hoc observer status at the upcoming 64th LSC session 
will be considered favourably. We eagerly await your response and look forward to hearing from 
you at the earliest opportunity.   
 

 

 
Dr. Upasana Dasgupta 
Board Member, ACES Worldwide  
Assistant Professor, Jindal Global Law School (JGLS), O.P. Jindal Global University, Sonipat 
Assistant Dean (PhD Programme), Centre For Post Graduate Legal Studies, JGLS 
B.A, LLB - RMLNLU Lucknow, India; LLM & DCL (PhD equivalent) - McGill University, Canada 
Email:  /   
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