










Information overload…









Participants profiles





Participants needs



LearnShare Collaborate Be part of
Promote Be informed of Networking



Share
Promote

Innovation

Global health issues

Best practices

Insights

Evidence-based

experience

knowledge

Specific topic



New development

From expert in …

New initiatives 

/ collaborations

State of the art

Hands-on experience

Research activities

Last projects

going on

Learn
Be informed of

Getting new 

inspirations

Important issues
Actors in specific field



Identify projects on 

which to embark

Identify new funding

opportunities

Start new projects

Exhange

informations / 

knowledge

Meeting new people, 

stakeholders,…

Collaborate
Networking

Collaborate with

developing

countries

Exhange views on 

my reseach



Be part of community / initiatives / projects /…



Specific collaboration needs



CreateInitiate Target

Projects, 

studies, 

trials,…

On specific

topics

With other

organization

in the field

With LMICs, 

researchers, 

health prof. 

Communities

of practice

On specific

topics

With

contributions

from multiple 

organizations

Collaboration 

for specific

needs

Eg: hospital here

with a lot of 

patients with

tropical disease <-> 

students in LMICs

with skills on 

tropical diseases

Eg: some people 

have ideas and 

skills but no 

resources



Information issues



Yes, it was hard to find the right information

Too many info

Hard to navigate

Info structure not clear

Too much time to 

get to the right info
Too many activities/events

proposed

Too many posters, 

not well advertised, 

low attendance

Need better way to connect

to other participants



Suggestion of improvements



Facilitate speed 

network

Share Organize

special sessions

Contact details

Affiliations

Bio

Interests

Expertise

Experience

Projects

Start profile 

matching early

before GHF

In-person

online

10mn tchat

« random» speed 

activity

Lighter program 

and more time for 

social interaction

By themes

By region

Informal events

Networking 

nights

Gathertown

Regional think

tank



Recommender systems







Recommender systems

Networking 
platform

Domain of interest

Skills - expertisesProfile

Interests
Specific field / 

topic (eg. 

Maternal health)

Research projects

Innovation

Location

Area of activity

Organization, 

affiliation

Job openings

New areas to explore

Profile

Collaboration openings





Main questions (FAQs)



FAQs

Who are the people working in the field of…?

Who are the people who has competencies/expertise in…?

Who are the people who has experience in…?

Who is open to collaboration?

Who are the people working on … in my region?

Who are the people I can collaborate with to create/initiate a project on …?

Who are the people I can discuss with about this topic?

Who are the people I can talk to, to promote or share about…?

Who are the people who can help me achieving [goals]…?

What are the new developments in… and who are the main actors? 



People data modeling



Domain 

of interest

Skills, 

experience

expertise

Profile



Concept





Connect

Participate Get inspired

Inspire

Forum Genie

Personalized agenda Profile



Onboarding

Demographic data Build your introduction

▪ Profile category

▪ Affiliation

▪ Role / job title

▪ Location

▪ Language

My name is ……………… I have a background and 

experience in ……………….. My research area focus 

on ………………... I am particularly interested in 

………………..  I am looking for …………………… to 

………………………..

{name}

{skills}

{research areal}

{domain of interestl} {profile categoryl} 

{nature of collaborationl} 



Enriching user profile

CV

Publications
Google scholar

Researchgate

IEEE profile

Pubmed

ORCID

Projects

Experience
Linkedin

Previous events attended
Interaction with the platform



Guo, L., Jin, B., Yao, C., Yang, H., Huang, D., & Wang, F. (2016). 

Which Doctor to Trust: A Recommender System for Identifying the 

Right Doctors. Journal of medical Internet research, 18(7), e186. 

https://doi.org/10.2196/jmir.6015



Needs: Before the GHF

Connect

People

Communities

Inspire

Share 

Knowledge

Projects

Publications

Get inspired

Projects

Publications



Needs: During the GHF

Connect

People

Communities

Inspire

Share 

Knowledge

Projects

Publications

Get inspired

Showcases

Demos

Exhibitions

Projects

Publications

Participate

Talks

Workshops

Speed networking



Needs: After the GHF

Connect

People

Communities

Share 

Knowledge

Initiate

Collaboration

Get inspired + Inspire 

Informal events

Networking nights

Gathertown





Needs for collaboration

Were you expecting /or would you like

any form of collaboration between the members of 

the working group? If  yes, what type of 

collaboration?



Value of a recommender system (RS)

How do you think a RS could be used to facilitate 

networking and collaboration in the space and global 

health community?

Are there specific features you would like to see 

included in such a system?



Match-making factors

How would you like to be connected with other 

members? 

(ex: by domain of interest, skills, …)



Long-term collaboration

In your opinion, how can we foster and sustain 

collaboration in Space and Global Health in general?






