
SPACE AS A DRIVER FOR SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

- 
SPACE SOCIETY 

Stefaan.De.Mey@eurisy.org 



Overview 

• Eurisy 
• The EU perspective - Copernicus 
• Space Society at a local & regional level 
• Space in developed and developing Nations 
• New Players & Future 
• Conclusions 



www.eurisy.org 



Creating public awareness of the 
importance of these issues and 
informing young people in particular of 
the humanly and vocationally 
rewarding prospects offered by 
satellite systems: these are the tasks 
assigned to Eurisy. 
Prof. Hubert CURIEN 
 
  

My hope is that the activities of Eurisy 
will help to inform the public and the 

decision-makers of the results of 
collaboration between the European 

Space Agency and the Commission of 
the European Communities in the field 

of the environment and of Earth 
observation, with a view to promoting 

the European space programmes for 
protecting the environment. 

Jacques DELORS  





Eurisy 
User Support Programme - 2014 
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Copernicus supports applications in a 
wide variety of domains 



Title Sentinel-2 for agriculture 
Released 27/07/2015 3:43 pm 
Copyright Copernicus Sentinel data (2015)/ESA/University of Louvain/CESBIO 
Description Sentinel-2 is the first optical Earth observation mission of its kind to include three 
bands in the ‘red edge’, which provide key information on the state of vegetation. In this image 
from 6 July 2015 acquired near Toulouse, France, the satellite’s multispectral instrument was able 
to discriminate between two types of crops: sunflower (in organge) and maize (in yellow). 
 



Title Agriculture in Saudi Arabia 
Released 27/07/2015 3:23 pm 
Copyright Copernicus Sentinel data (2015)/ESA 
Description This false-colour image from the Sentinel-2A satellite shows agricultural 
structures near Tubarjal, Saudi Arabia. Circles come from a central-pivot irrigation 
system, where the long water pipe rotates around a well at the centre. 
 



Turning the Potential of 
Copernicus into Reality 

 

“Copernicus: 29,4 Billion Euros in 2030, 48.000 direct jobs will be 
created !” 

• Open and Free data: yes, but From data to info 
– the end-user requires expert information/services  business opportunities to generate 

value from freely available data 

• What can SMEs do? 
 Look for the business cases in (EU) sectoral policies: listen to end-user 

needs and embed your solutions in the existing procedures 
• What can governments do? 
 Empower local end-users and/or accompany end-users via public 

procurement policies & (technical) procurement support programmes 
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Public authorities are already successfully using  
satellite-based services 
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Netherlands Space Office 

G4AW will enable partnerships of private and government organisations, NGOs and 
research institutes to set up service chains that improve food security with satellite data. 
  
Service components enabled by geo-information: crop & micro-credit insurance, third 
crop feasibility advice, weather monitoring, analyses and forecasting, crop models, and 
hydrological models, advice on use of water & fertilisers, ... 

http://g4aw.spaceoffice.nl 



GEO-CRADLE 
Integrating Earth Observation 

Services in North Africa, Middle 
East and Balkans 

 
Project consortium: 
• 23 partner consortium; 
• 6 Balkan countries, 3 

North African, 5 Middle 
East countries; 

Project objectives: 
• Inventory regional user needs; 
• Promote the uptake of EO services  
 and data; 
• Create a regional data hub; 
• Promote access to open data; 
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“FOR an industry that lurked in 
shadows for decades, satellite 
imaging’s transition into the 
mainstream has been 
dramatic.” 
 
The Economist, Nov 7th 2014 | SEATTLE | Science and technology  



VISIONARY SILICON 
VALLEY FUNDERS AND 
THE SATELLITE INDUSTRY 
COME TOGETHER TO 
IGNITE A NEW ERA IN 
SPACE 
COMMERCIALIZATION 

Skybox, OneWeb, ... 
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