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CAFFGCAFFG

DevelopedDeveloped by by thethe HydrologicalHydrological
ResearchResearch CenterCenter in San Diego, in San Diego, 
California, USACalifornia, USA
DevelopedDeveloped afterafter HurricaneHurricane MitchMitch
ocurredocurred in 1998 in 1998 inin Central Central AmericaAmerica
A A satellitesatellite imageimage receptionreception systemsystem
waswas providedprovided toto thethe regionregion
ImproveImprove thethe warningswarnings andand alertsalerts in in 
case case ofof tropical tropical systemssystems thatthat couldcould be be 
a a threatthreat



CAFFG components CAFFG components 



FIR:    Flooding Indicated and Reported
FINR:  Flooding Indicated but Not Reported
NFIR: No Flooding Indicated but Reported



Initial Evaluation Table, 2004

CountryCountry CasesCases FIRFIR FINRFINR NFIRNFIR

GUGU 22 22
CRCR 44 44
ESES 1515 1010 55
PAPA 11 11
HOHO 66 11 44 11
BEBE 00
NINI 00
TotTot 2828 1818 99 11
Tot%Tot% 100100 6464 3232 44



OperationalOperational Use in Costa RicaUse in Costa Rica

In 2005 In 2005 beganbegan thethe evaluationevaluation
processprocess basedbased onon floodingflooding cases in cases in 
Costa Rica.Costa Rica.
SinceSince thenthen, , thethe systemsystem isis usedused onon a a 
dailydaily basisbasis toto issueissue warningswarnings andand
alertsalerts
TheThe weaknessesweaknesses andand strengthsstrengths ofof
thethe systemsystem are are betterbetter knownknown
Use Use ArcViewArcView toto displaydisplay resultsresults



295 basins
200 Km2



6h Precipitation Forecast by the Eta model for 100205 at 00Z





GOES GOES ChannelChannel 4 IR 4 IR ImageImage
MarchMarch 29, 2006, 12:45 Z,29, 2006, 12:45 Z,



HydroestimatorHydroestimator precipitationprecipitation estimatesestimates, , 
MarchMarch 29, 200629, 2006







Evaluation at 18Z, March 29, 2006



InundaciInundacióón Regin Regióón Caribe Marzo 2006n Caribe Marzo 2006

Las regiones seLas regiones seññalas presentaron ralas presentaron rííos crecidos y os crecidos y 
desbordamientos.desbordamientos.



ForFor thethe futurefuture

NextNext training training forfor BelizeBelize, Guatemala, , Guatemala, 
Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua andand
PanamPanamáá willwill beginbegin in Costa Rica in Costa Rica onon
SeptemberSeptember 16th16th
UsingUsing VisitViewVisitView, , monthlymonthly
teleconferencesteleconferences forfor discussionsdiscussions withwith
usersusers andand real time real time collaborationcollaboration are are 
beingbeing plannedplanned, in , in orderorder toto know know andand
contributecontribute toto improveimprove thethe systemsystem in in 
thethe futurefuture..



ThankThank youyou

QuestionsQuestions ??????


