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UNESCO appreciates the efforts of UNOOSA of 
bringing together UN Agencies to take advantage 
of the wonderful opportunity of using the ISS

Special thanks to Mr. Takao Doi for his strong 
interest in having UNESCO onboard



UNESCO works in the area of education with the 
following space members of the ISS:
NASA
ESA (World Heritage sites)
JAXA (World Heritage sites)

And on Education related to Earth Observation within
GEO/GEOSS
CEOS
Geologic Application of Remote Sensing (GARS)
Space Education Programme



Current situation at UNESCO (36th General Conference)

22% of UNESCO’s budget is ‘frozen’

Strong need to focus on and reinforce UNESCO’s current 
activities

As a conclusion, UNESCO proposes to this meeting to work 
on the use of the ISS for education, 
reinforcing current  partner activities, 
avoiding to enter into completely 
new activities.



UNESCO’s main areas where the ISS / education could 
be applied 
Peace
World Heritage
Biosphere reserves
Geoparks
Natural disasters
Biodiversity
Ecosystems
Climate change
Basic sciences 
Earth Sciences education
Oceans

UNESCO labeled sites

Mount Etna as seen by ISS



UNESCO’s PEACE mandate: 
building peace in the minds of men and women

The International Space Station is an excellent example:
• Peaceful uses of space
• Scientific and technological research cooperation for the 
well being of humankind

UNESCO suggests to highlight these 
aspects through educational activities 
being implemented jointly



Examples of activities suggested by UNESCO

Using current UNESCO network of universities and the 
Associated Schools Network to encourage the use of the 
ISS as educational means

Targeting:
• Undergraduate and graduate students
• Teachers and researchers
• With priority Africa 

Mount McKinney  as seen by ISS



For example:
• Inviting university students to work on UNESCO 
labeled-sites
• They would collect in-situ data and will take notes on 
local observations
• Back to class they will activate the ISS EarthKam to 
take images of the UNESCO-site on which they did the 
field visit
• They will then correlate their field observations with the 
ISS-image
• They will write a report of their conclusions
• Finally they will share their observations, conclusions 
and recommendations with the UNESCO site-manager



There is a tremendous amount of educational potential 
using the ISS

On account of limited resources, UNESCO suggests 
therefore to focus on current working areas of partners.

Additional funds will be sought through fund raising.

Current educational material about the ISS developed by 
ISS space partners could be used by UNESCO.

In addition UNESCO will mobilize its current educational 
networks to make further use of the ISS as applied to 
UNESCO themes of work.

UNESCO could also work in close cooperation with other 
UN sister organizations in order to use their associated 
results using the ISS as additional educational material.
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About UNESCO Jakarta

The UNESCO Office, Jakarta serves two dimensions. 
• As a Regional Bureau for Science, covering the Asia and Pacific 

Region, with programmes in Natural Sciences including 
Geology, Ecology, Basic and Engineering Sciences, and Disaster 
Preparedness.

• As a Cluster Office, representing UNESCO in Malaysia, Brunei 
Darussalam, Indonesia, the Philippines, and Timor Leste in all 
UNESCO fields of competence: Education, Culture, 
Communication and Information, and Natural Sciences.



Challenges in S&T in the Asia‐Pacific

• Need for greater national investments in S&T, 
including science education

• Persistent low profile of S&T as a tool for addressing 
local MDGs

• Water, environment, hygiene, energy education
• Uneven quality and “disconnectedness” of science 
education 

• Declining interest of youth in pursuing science and 
engineering careers



“Mobilizing Science knowledge in Asia and the Pacific 
through Information and Communication Technologies”



•Indonesia Higher Education and Research Network (INHERENT)
•Malaysia Research and Education Network (MYREN)
•Philippines Research Education and Government Information Network 
(PREGINET)
• Canal ASEAN Virtual Institute of Science and Technology (CanalAVIST)
•Thai Inter University Network (UniNET ThaiREN) 
•Sri Lanka Education and Research Network (LEARN )

•School on Internet Asia (SOI)
•Trans Eurasian Information Network (TEIN) 

(GDLN and other networks) 



CONNECT ‐ Asia shares values of Information and Communication 
Technologies.

CONNECT, as a group of national, sub‐regional, and regional ICT 
networks, actively contributes to improvement of education and 
research in Asia and the Pacific.

NRENs :A national research and education network (NREN) is a 
national high‐speed backbone intra‐network, dedicated to 
supporting the research and education communities within a 
country.
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UNTL connection to CONNECT‐Asia
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Inherent 2009

Source: Prof. Basuki Suhardiman, ITB



UNESCO e‐learning programme 



UNESCO e‐learning programme 



Solar Eclipse 22nd July 2009



CONNECT‐Asia Brochure



http://connectivity.connect‐asia.org
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