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WIPO – Patent Cooperation Treaty 

The Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)  

 

• assists applicants in seeking patent protection internationally for their 

inventions 

• helps patent Offices with their patent granting decisions 

• facilitates public access to a wealth of technical information relating to 

those inventions.  

 

By filing one international patent application under the PCT, applicants can 

simultaneously seek protection for an invention in a very large number of 

countries. 
 



Seeking patents multinationally: 3 
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• postpones the major costs associated with internationalizing a 

patent application 

• provides a strong basis for patenting decisions 

• harmonizes formal requirements 

• protects applicant from certain inadvertent errors 

• evolves to meet user needs 

• is used by the world’s major corporations, universities and 
research institutions when they seek multinational patent 

protection 

• can result (if PCT reports are positive) in accelerated national 

phase processing    

The PCT, as the cornerstone of the international patent system, 

provides a worldwide system for simplified filing and processing 

of patent applications, which— 

 

 PCT Advantages 



"Just as participation in the physical 

economy requires access to roads, 

bridges, and vehicles to transport 

goods, similar infrastructure is needed 

in the virtual and knowledge 

economy." 
 

WIPO Director General Francis Gurry 
 







PATENTSCOPE Summary 

3.2 million published PCT applications (first publish every 

week, high quality full text) 

65 million patent applications from 47+ countries or 

regions 

35’000 unique users per day 

Analyze results by graphs and charts 

Search and read in your language 
 



PATENTSCOPE - Users 

 Companies 
 Follow competitors 

 Check if an invention has already been patented to avoid 

R&D/patent application costs 

 Find technologies for which protection has expired to exploit 

them 

 Study trends for technologies and territories 

 Universities 
 Find new technologies 

 Patent Offices 
• Access all the documents associated with a patent 

General Public 
 





Coverage: what is included? 

PCT published applications 

National/regional patent collections 



Coverage : Details of collections 



IPC code : B64   

 Aircraft, Aviation, Cosmonautics 
 



PATENTSCOPE – Simple Search 









PATENTSCOPE – CLIR Search 



PATENTSCOPE – CLIR Search 



PATENTSCOPE – Field Search 



PATENTSCOPE – Chemical Search 



PATENTSCOPE – Chemical Search 





Monthly webinar 



Take home highlights 

 

 

 

• WIPO builds value around the IP raw data 

 

• PATENTSCOPE: very powerful full text patent 

prior art search engine  

 

• Try the new neural WIPO*Translate 
 



Contact 

PATENTSCOPE 

 https://patentscope.wipo.int 

 

PATENTSCOPE Team  

patentscope@wipo.int 
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Thank you for your attention  


