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VO 4 Edu and Euro-VO

The goal, since 2008:

• Spark the interest on and share the excitement of
research in astronomy

• Let students experience the astronomer’s work in 
the classroom

Target:
• Mainly 13 yr to 18 yr old students + university
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VO 4 Edu and Euro-VO
How:

• Astronomical data from professional archives

• Software tools adapted from the researchers’ version

• Examples of use including step-by-step guides

• VO schools for teachers and activities in the classroom

Important: feed-back <-> product improvement cycles
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Software tools
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Examples of Use
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http://vo-for-education.oats.inaf.it/eng_download.html?fsize=medium
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Teachers and students
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VO 4 Edu on a global scale

The International Virtual Observatory
Alliance (IVOA) establishes the 

Edu Interest Group

based on the VO 4 Edu experience (2013)
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http://wiki.ivoa.net/twiki/bin/view/IVOA/IvoaEducation
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IVOA and the Edu IG

Long term goal:

widest global distribution of VO tools, data and practices in 
support of astronomy teaching in schools and universities
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IVOA and the Edu IG

From the Interest Group’s Rationale (2013):

• Astronomy is undergoing major transformations with large 
investment into few cutting edge instruments with 
extreme technical specifications and performances.

• A risk of “big science”:  astronomy may become too 
remote from the public.

• It is of the utmost importance for astronomy to develop 
strong and extended roots within the society.  VO is a most 
effective resource with its excellent educational tools and 
knowledge base, deriving directly from professional 
astronomy.
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Future of VO 4 Edu

• Continue development, updating and diffusion

• Systematic approach to translations

and: VO for citizen science projects
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The citizen-science project

http://www.laeff.cab.inta-csic.es/projects/near
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Future of VO 4 Edu

Last but not least,

Now VO is in IAU’s DEPO WG
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Chenzhou CUI, Chair
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DAEPO Ecosystem
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Conclusion

EPO is an ethical requirement in a society based
on consensus

and

a lot has been accomplished

but

the road from the telescope to the classroom is
all but short, downhill and well paved.
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