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the UAE

• substantial effort by the government towards 
space  

• driver for economical and educational growth 
• the society responds well 
• universities play a role



the UAE
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UAE



a new neighbour: Louvre Abu Dhabi



space science in the news



space science in the UAE society

Sharjah Center for Astronomy & Space Sciences



the Mars mission

Image of Mohammed Bin Rashid Space Center

an open universe opportunity?



the context

•  Emirates Institution for Advanced Science and Technology (EIAST), 
now Mohammed Bin Rashid Space Center, founded in 2006 

• a Space Agency has been created in 2014 
• existing collaborations between NYUAD - UAESA and NYUAD - MBRSC 
• existing MoU UAESA - ASI 
• existing links NYUAD and ASI 
• other universities with space interests (KU-Masdar, University of Sharjah) 
• recurrent space events as the Global Space Congress:



NYU Abu Dhabi

• Probably the most exceptional higher 
education `adventure’ of modern times 

• Students acceptance rate of less than 3% 

• About 115 nationalities in the student body 

• a research university



NYUAD students





astronomy and astrophysics @NYUAD

faculty interests strongly 
focused on A&A 
• galaxy formation 
• exoplanets 
• helioseismology 
• water masers 
• supernova remnants 
• compact objects 
• dark matter 
• TGFs….



use of astronomy data at NYUAD

• outreach 

• core courses (typical of a liberal arts 
college)  

• Astronomy/Astrophysics courses 

• research



projects NYUAD-UAESA

• CubeSat for TGFs 

• idea born at ASI Data 
Center (thanks to Carlotta 
Pittori and Paolo Giommi) 

• possible project on radio 
astronomy 



NYUAD, a hub for Open Universe in the UAE?

• Use of Open Universe tools: 

•  in the classroom 

• for students’ thesis 

• for outreach and science citizen projects

Just brainstorming, everything TBD!!



NYUAD, a hub for Open Universe in the UAE?

• UNOOSA Director S. Di Pippo will visit in January

• Collaboration in Open Universe initiatives?: 

• having dedicated courses or one-week schools? 

• students coding?  

• triggering interest in other UAE Universities and 
institutions 



Conclusions

• the UAE space sector is growing 

• opportunities to participate in shaping this growth 

• the open universe approach to data sharing matches NYUAD 
philosophy to knowledge  

• NYUAD and other institutions in the area are well placed to 
promote  the open data approach 

• open data would certainly help research and outreach 


