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Project start and launch

Signed agreement on the cooperation

New agreement until 2026 – incl. Community building

The Partners
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❑ 3 pillars of the Space4Water Project

❑ Conference Series

❑ Space4Water Portal

❑ Community Building

❑ Space4Water Portal

❑ Multi-stakeholder platform for interdisciplinary knowledge exchange

❑ Making information on space solutions and technologies for water-related 
topics accessible

❑ Capacity-building platform

❑ Portal for expert communities, including those from developing countries

Project Pillars
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Over 2 billion people live in countries 
experiencing high water stress. 

(United Nations, 2018)

Why Space4Water
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https://www.unwater.org/app/uploads/2018/07/SDG6_SR2018_web_v5.pdf.
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Type of Content / Number 

of Content published

As at 31 

Dec 2018

As at 31 

Dec 2019

As at 31 Dec 

2020

As at 31 Dec 

2021

Stakeholders 23 37 48 62

(Young) Professionals - 4 11 24

Articles 6 16 22 35

Interviews - 3 10 23

Activities /Opportunities 1 10 25

Publications 10 25 43 77

Software 4 15 18 21

Projects 6 6 10 12

Training Material 6 22 33 79

Events 36 79 92 155

TOTAL 91 208 297 513

No. of sessions and users accessing 
Space4Water grow 

> 150% in 2021

Access > 100 new 
resources/year

Statistics



Space4Water Portal Outlook

❑ French version of the Portal (most important resources)

❑ Gaps: Local Perspectives / Case Studies

❑ Improved visualisation and filtering for an explorable body of knowledge

❑ e.g. Köppen-Geiger climate map of the world for the regional focus filtering

❑ Traversable body of knowledge (glossary / taxonomy / ontology)

❑ Search for collaborators

❑ Member’s area for stakeholders and professionals



Community Building
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“Groups of people 
who share a concern, 

a set of problems, 
or

a passion about a topic, 
and 

who deepen their
knowledge and expertise in this area 
by interacting on an ongoing basis.”

- Wenger et al. (2002, p. 4)

Communities of Practice 



Successes

✓ Integrative: Stakeholders and professionals 

sharing information and knowledge (local, 

regional and global level)

✓ Inclusive

✓ Geographic diversity and gender balance

✓ Various formats and skill levels: Science 

communication for non-scientist users via 

articles, success stories and interviews

✓ Constantly growing user and resource base

✓ Covering relevant thematic aspects on space 

technologies for water resource management 

Challenges

❑ Increase Interactivity among actors

❑ Administrative efforts (lack of standardisation, consent for 

publication)

❑ Encourage participation (Missing incentives for calls to 

collect users needs & assess gaps)

❑ Transfer technology / learning and develop new solutions

❑ Capacity building perspective (funding)

❑ Committee for Quality Assurance (impartiality of the UN)

❑ Matchmaking

www.space4water.org 13

Space4Water – 3 years of community building



Next Steps: Space4Water Community Building

❑ Stakeholder Newsletter Issues

❑ Participatory workshop for indigenous women on their roles 
and responsibilities related to water - 26 October 2022 (tbc)

❑ 1st Stakeholder meeting: 27-28 October 2022 in Vienna, Austria

Future

❑ Collect user needs within the water-related sectors towards the space sector –
Framework

❑ We will speak more about this on Friday in the panel discussion on user needs
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Sign up



Join Space4Water
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Become a featured (young) professional Register as a stakeholder



Join Space4Water
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Write an articleSubmit a case study



Thank you

Nina Kickinger

Associate Information Systems Officer

nina.kickinger@un.org
www.space4water.org
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