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Phase One of the Registration Project

• January to October 2023

• Interviews with Member States of the United Nations/States Parties to the Registration 
Convention

• Expert Event on the Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space

• Publication of an anonymized Stakeholder Study

Phase Two of the Registration Project

• February to September 2025

• Second Meeting of National Focal Points on Registration, to take place in Vienna on the 
margins of the Legal Subcommittee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 
Space

• UNOOSA/ITU Workshop on the lifecycle of a satellite

• Toolkit on Good Registration Practices

https://www.unoosa.org/oosa
/en/ourwork/spacelaw/capacit
ybuilding/registrationproject/i
ndex.html

➢ Background information 
on the Project 

➢ Today’s slides
➢ Toolkit on Good 

Registration Practices

The Registration Project Supporting Implementation of Treaty Obligations 
related to the Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space
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Why registration matters

Practical examples of using space 
applications include: 

• Rapid growth of launches and 
actors 

• Approximately 21,750 functional 
space objects since dawn of the 
space age

• Approximately 19,928 functional 
space objects registered (approx. 
91.5%)

• Orbital crowding and collision 
risks
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Objectives of registration 

Transparency 

Accountability 

Safety and sustainability 

Comprehensiveness and 

Accuracy 

Adaptability 

Objective: To ensure that information on space objects is made publicly available in a timely 
and accessible manner, fostering trust and predictability in space activities. 

Objective: To clearly identify the State carrying a space object on its registry, thereby facilitating the 
attribution of liability for any damage caused, as per the 1972 Liability Convention. 

Objective: To contribute to the safety of space operations and the long-term sustainability of the 
space environment by providing essential data for Space Situational Awareness (SSA), collision 
avoidance, and debris mitigation efforts. 

Objective: To ensure that registration data is complete, accurate and regularly updated 
throughout a space object’s lifecycle, from launch to de-orbit. 

Objective: To develop national registration mechanisms that can adapt to rapid technological 
advancements and evolving operational paradigms in the space sector. 
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Contents of the Toolkit 

Chapter 1: 
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International legal framework on registration 

• Outer Space Treaty, art. VIII 

• UNGA resolution 1721 B (1961) 

• Registration Convention (1974) 

• Other UNGA and COPUOS resolutions and guidelines



7

Toolkit on Good Registration Practices

Key operative paragraphs of GA resolution 1721 B 

• OP 1: request to Member States to submit 
information to the SG for the registration of 
launches 

• OP 2: establishment of the UN Register of Objects 
Launched into Outer Space for objects submitted 
via resolution 1721 B

Submission of registration 
information to the United 
Nations: two independent 

vehicles – UNGA res 1721 B 
and Registration Convention 
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Key articles of the Registration 
Convention  

• Article I: definitions

• Article II: establishment of the (national) 
registry

• Article III: maintenance of the UN 
Register 

• Article IV: submission of registration 
information to the UN

• Article V: designator/registration 
number

Submission of registration 
information to the United 
Nations: two independent 

vehicles – UNGA res 1721 B 
and Registration 

Convention 
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Registration Convention: from national to 
international 

UN Register of Objects Launched into 
Outer Space

• UNOOSA discharges obligations of 
the UN Secretary-General  

• Transparency & int’l co-operation 

• Capacity-building for States

National registry 

• State establishes and maintains registry

• State records space object domestically 

• State submits registration information to 
UNOOSA

registry Register

National registration first!
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Contents of the Toolkit 

Chapter 2: 

ESTABLISH MAINTAIN REPORT EVOLVE
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Contents of the Toolkit 

Pillars
ESTABLISH MAINTAIN REPORT EVOLVE
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Contents of the Toolkit 

ESTABLISH
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ESTABLISH: highlights

• Legal basis: formal (law, decree…)

• Transparency via public access

• Contents and core components of registration: Article 
IV of the Registration Convention 

• Definition of “space object” 
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Contents of the Toolkit 

MAINTAIN
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MAINTAIN: highlights

• Assign competent authority 

• Engage private sector and academia 

• Keep registry dynamic (updates, transfers, re-
entries)

• ”Launching State” and “State of registry” (cf: 
ownership, jurisdiction & control)

• Pre-launch coordination 

• Operator point of contact
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Contents of the Toolkit 

REPORT
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REPORT: highlights (1)

• Submit core elements of registration to UNOOSA 

• Provide additional voluntary information

• Notify re-entries, disposal orbits

• Use of Model Registration Form

• Official channels

• Appoint focal point on registration 
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REPORT: highlights (2)

• Submit core elements of registration to UNOOSA 

• Provide additional voluntary information

• Notify re-entries, disposal orbits

• Use of Model Registration Form

• Official channels

• Appoint focal point on registration 
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Contents of the Toolkit 

EVOLVE
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EVOLVE: highlights

• Multinational entities

• Adapt to novel activities (cf. mega-constellations, debris removal, resource extraction) 

• Transfer of ownership in orbit

• Support emerging spacefaring nations
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Looking ahead

• 50th anniversary of the entry into force of the Registration Convention in 2026 

• Modernization of the UN Register 

• Strengthening cooperation 
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Closing message 

• Registration supports transparency, accountability, sustainability

• Toolkit on Good Registration Practices meant as a practical guide showcasing State 
practices and legal developments 

• UNOOSA supports all States
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28 May 2024

Q&A

@UNOOSA

Thank you for your attention. 

UNOOSA SO Register 
unoosa.soregister@un.org

UNOOSA-Space Law
unoosa-spacelaw@un.org

mailto:unoosa.soregister@un.org
mailto:unoosa-spacelaw@un.org
mailto:unoosa-spacelaw@un.org
mailto:unoosa-spacelaw@un.org
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