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Our Common Agenda
Report of the Secretary-General

✓ On the 75th anniversary of the UN, Member States pledged

to strengthen global governance for the sake of present and

coming generations.

✓ The Secretary-General was requested to report back with

recommendations to advance our common agenda and to

respond to current and future challenges.

✓ The result ‘Our Common Agenda’ was launched on 10 Sept

2021

✓ The report looks ahead to the next 25 years and represents

the Secretary-General’s vision on the future of global

cooperation and reinvigorating inclusive, networked, and

effective multilateralism.

✓ The Secretary-General presented his report to the General

Assembly in September 2021 before the end of the 75th

session of the General Assembly.
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Consultation process on the Common Agenda
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In response to GA Resolution 75/1, in addition to involving the United Nations system as a whole, the SG
embarked upon a process of reflection, consisting of four tracks engaging a broad array of stakeholders, including
Member States, prominent thought leaders, young people and civil society.

✓ The consultation process built on the year-long anniversary global listening exercise, when over 1.5 million
people from all 193 Member States took part in an online survey. Polling firms also conducted surveys in 70
countries.

✓ Engagement with Member States began with a letter to all permanent representatives and observers on 8
October 2020 laying out the process and inviting them to share their views. From December 2020 onwards
several consultations, facilitate also by the UN Foundation, on the 12 themes began.

✓ Thought leaders, several high-level groups of experts as well as young thinkers and groups where invited to
contribute ideas around the 12 themes

✓ Consultation with civil society, parliamentarians, think tanks, the private sector, subnational leaders and city
networks, underrepresented groups and other non-government partners

✓ Every effort was made to ensure that the reflection process included a wide range of voices from all regions,
including through an experimental digital consultation exercise overseen









Peaceful, secure and sustainable use of outer space
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90. Outer space has traditionally been acknowledged as a global common, beyond the jurisdiction of any one State. The
potential for its peaceful, secure and sustainable use would benefit all humanity today and into the future. Governance
arrangements for outer space, including the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, were established in an era
of exclusively State-based activity and provide only general guidance on managing traffic in outer space, the permanent
settlement of celestial bodies and responsibilities for resource management. We are in an era of renewed exploration and
use of outer space, with active programmes to return humans to the Moon and beyond and the planned launch of
megaconstellations of thousands of new satellites. Space assets have transformed the way we live and outer space
systems are vital for understanding and solving global problems, such as implementation of the Sustainable Development
Goals and climate action. Many of these developments are driven by actors in the private sector. They also pose new risks
to security, safety and sustainability. Increasing congestion and competition in outer space could imperil access and use by
succeeding



Peaceful, secure and sustainable use of outer space
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91. Recently agreed Guidelines for the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities have shown that progress in
governance is possible, but many gaps remain. A combination of binding and non-binding norms is needed, building on
existing frameworks and drawing in the full range of actors now involved in space exploration and use. Immediate actions
could include the development of a global regime to coordinate space traffic and the elaboration of new instruments to
prevent weaponization of outer space. To that end, consideration could be given to a multi-stakeholder dialogue on outer
space as part of a Summit of the Future (see para. 103 below) bringing together Governments and other leading space
actors. The dialogue could seek high-level political agreement on the peaceful, secure and sustainable use of outer space,
move towards a global regime to coordinate space traffic and agree on principles for the future governance of outer space
activities.



Main outcomes envisioned

1. A high-level political reference on the peaceful, secure and sustainable use of outer space in the outcome 
document of the Summit of the Future incl. potential references to: (1) negotiate an international instrument 
on the prevention of arms race in outer space; (2) elaborate principles and guidelines applicable to the active 
removal of space debris; (3) agree to common principles for the governance of outer space activities and to 
develop an international regime for space traffic coordination. 



Key Constituents
I. UN Member State driven process

II. Space industry stakeholders including major private and State-owned entities in the areas of satellite
operators, launch service providers, satellite manufacturers, private space situational awareness service
providers and industry associations.

III. Major academic institutions, civil society and non-governmental organizations that produce research and
analysis on space sustainability and security should also be engaged as key constituents.

IV. ODA and OOSA are the UN co-leads for this track. UNIDIR could be engaged as a collaborating entity. UN-
Space, the annual inter-agency meeting lead by UNOOSA, could also be a platform for sharing information
with the UN system entities and will be approached and consulted as appropriate.



Consultation processes and events envisioned
1. The sustainability aspects will be primarily addressed through the Vienna environment

a. COPUOS

b. UNOOSA is currently planning a sequence of events to facilitate preparation of the outcome of the Summit of the 
Future document incl. but not limited to the following: 

▪ an offer to co-host a conference focusing on Space Traffic Coordination and Global Governance in support of the 
“Summit of the Future” preparations in 2022; 

▪ Austria committed to co-host the World Space Forum 2022 with a dedicated focus to contribute to the Outer 
Space Dialogue under the Common Agenda. UNOOSA continues to consider the contribution of Space to other 
high-level tracks – SDGs and Climate, Emergency Platform, Declaration on the Future Generations.

2. The security aspects will be primarily developed through the open-ended working group on reducing space threats through 
norms, rules and principles of responsible behavior. 

3. Resolution 76/55 mandates a further joint panel of the First and Fourth Committee, to be convened in October 2022 and to 
address possible challenges to space security and sustainability. The 2022 joint panel could be used as an opportunity to 
facilitate broad discussion among Member States on all aspects of the outcome of the Summit track on outer space. It will 
also be an opportunity to set expectations for the Summit. 



Status and next steps
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✓ 5 GA cluster consultations on the Common Agenda

✓ Fireside discussions with MS on the Common Agenda with Mr. Peter Martinez, SWF discussing on outer Space

✓ Report of the PGA expected to be released soon

✓ OEWG First meeting this week

✓ COPUOS June

✓ Multistakeholder Events

✓ Alignment of process outcomes of both streams

✓ …
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