UNGIWG Updates
and
Status of UNSDI



UNGIWG

e 9% Plenary in November 2008, Vienna
* New Co-chairs elected (ECA, OOSA); handover

* Out of 33 member Agencies, 29 re-confirmed
focal points, considered voting in 9t" Plenary

* Priorities (2009) for the new Co-chairs discussed,
consultations in New York, Geneva:

— Increase membership, re-confirm all members,
transform TG’s into Special Interest Groups, decide on
specific tasks, involve all members for support of
UNSDI efforts, work with Google and other sources on
data licensing terms, UN Layer



UNSDI Updates

UNSDI Resolution adopted after extensive discussions at 9t"
UNGIWG Plenary

Efforts by former Chairs to inform UN Senior Management, seek
their support

UNSDI Framework document finalized, published
Preparing TAG and Board ToRs with core group, nearly finalized

Senior Management interested in Board participation, including UN
CITO Office

Concept of CoE to implement UNSDI deliverables discussed,
proposal with CITO for sponsorship

UNGIWG Members agreed to review available resources inside and
outside the UN System and then decide on concrete deliverables



RESOLUTION BY THE 9TH PLENARY MEETING OF

THE UNITED NATIONS GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION WORKING GROUP
IN SUPPORT OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF

A UNITED NATIONS SPATIAL DATA INFRASTRUCTURE (UNSDI)

Introduction

Whereas the United Nations Geographic Information Working Group (UNGIWG) brings together the Geographic Information Systems (GIS) specialists and
cartographers of all UN agencies, funds, and programmes; and

Whereas since 2000 UNGIWG has been able to facilitate inter-agency co-operation and co-ordination on specific issues in the fields of cartography and
geographic information science and promote the use of geographic information within the United Nations System; and

Reaffirming that at its 7t Plenary Meeting, UNGIWG endorsed a strategic vision for a United Nations Spatial Data Infrastructure (UNSDI) as a comprehensive,
decentralized geospatial information framework that facilitates decision-making at various levels by enabling access, retrieval and dissemination of
geospatial data and information in a rapid and secure way; and

Emphasizing the decisions of the 8" UNGIWG Plenary Meeting to implement a UNSDI on a project basis, built around deliverables, and allowing for the
involvement of non-UN partners and Member States in the achievement of these deliverables; and

Recalling the efforts of the United Nations System to enhance its coherence, effectiveness and efficiency as laid out in its Reform Agenda; and

Welcoming the work which has been done by the UNGIWG Co-chairs and the Secretariat of the United Nations System Chief Executives Board (CEB) to anchor
the UNSDI initiative firmly in the UN Reform Agenda and to ensure that UNSDI is complimentary with other initiatives geared at enhancing system
coherence and harmonization of business practices; and

Noting with satisfaction the substantive increase in support to UNGIWG and to the UNSDI initiative by a permanent Secretariat maintained by the Co-chairs in
2007 and 2008;

Decisions

Agrees that the Interim Framework Document, with the modifications as contained in the Report of the 9th Plenary Meeting of UNGIWG, is the basis for the
first phases of UNGIWG's continued effort to establish a United Nations Spatial Data Infrastructure (UNSDI); and

Requests the Secretariat of UNGIWG to establish a consultation mechanism for its rapid endorsement before the handover of Chairmanship of UNGIWG (2009-
2010 biennium); and once the Interim Framework Document is endorsed,

Invites members of the United Nations Geographic Information Working Group to sign the Memorandum of Understanding establishing the UNSDI Project and
to work actively towards its implementation; and

Requests the incoming Co-chairs of UNGIWG to work during their tenure of office with all UNGIWG members on the implementation of the first phases of the
UNSDI Project; and

Recommends that they mobilize resources to maintain a standing Secretariat during their term as Co-chairs; and

Invites partners of the United Nations Geographic Information Working Group to support the efforts of establishing a UNSDI by joining in the attainment of
those deliverables which are of interest and to which they can contribute successfully; and

Encourages interested governments of Member States of the United Nations to support the establishment of a UNSDI actively by providing expertise and
advice, as well as human and financial resources; and

Calls upon all members of the United Nations Geographic Information Working Group to take responsibility for establishing a UNSDI by supporting the incoming
Co-chairs and by taking over functions within its governance structure; and

Proposes to the incoming UNGIWG Co-chairs to consult with Member States and to seek endorsement of the UNSDI initiative; and
Supports the idea to review the progress of the UNSDI Project annually by members of the United Nations Geographic Information Working Group.

Vienna, 7 November 2008



DHOO

AU

[!

£y Ljiaa ppom i de

\ 8|Boog

A

Ll




