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The meeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m.

The CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon distinguished delegates and representatives.  I hope all of you had a good lunch.  And so we shall continue with our work and I now declare open the 519th meeting of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.


This afternoon we shall continue our consideration of agenda item 5, General Exchange of Views.  As I indicated to you this morning, the Director of the Office for Outer Space Affairs will also be addressing this Committee this afternoon.


Time permitting, we will also begin our consideration of agenda item 6, Ways and Means of Maintaining Outer Space for Peaceful Purposes.

General exchange of views (agenda item 5)

With our concurrence, therefore, I would like to resume consideration of agenda item 5, General Exchange of Views, and the first speaker on my list is the distinguished representative of Nigeria and the Director of the Nigerian National Spatial(?) Agency, Professor Boroffice.


Mr. R. A. BOROFFICE (Nigeria):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  The Nigerian delegation is pleased to see you assume the chairmanship of this Committee.  We are particularly delighted to see the African region produce the Chairman of this Bureau.


We recall the excellent work and report presented by Ambassador Lichem, Chairman of the intersessional informal consultation on the composition of the role of COPUOS and its subsidiary bodies which provided the format for the composition of the Bureaux.


The adoption of the recommendation by COPUOS opened the way for the African region to present a candidate for the position of Chairman of the Bureau for the first time in over 40 years of the existence of COPUOS.


We, therefore, reaffirm our belief that this is a clear affirmation of the keen desire of this Committee to be fully inclusive, not only in aspiration but indeed in reality.


The Nigerian delegation congratulates Dr. Adigun Ade Abiodun for his election as the first Chairman of COPUOS from the African region.  Having devoted about 21 years to the service of the objectives of the Committee in the Office for Outer Space Affairs, we believe you will bring a wealth of relevant and cognate experience, zeal and vision to your chairmanship at a unique moment in history and time when the international community expects to see the link between space science and technology and the needs of the people, particularly those in the developing countries.  We are confident that you will handle with honour and commitment the demands of chairmanship of COPUOS and that under your guidance and leadership, this session will be a fruitful one.


My delegation would like to pay tribute to Ambassador González for his outstanding performance during his tenure as the Chairman of the Committee.  Under his leadership, the Committee was able to take bold initiatives and achieved remarkable progress.


My delegation commends the efforts of the Director of the Office for Outer Space Affairs, Mr. Camacho-Lara, and the entire staff of the Secretariat for the quality of reports and documents provided for this session.  We note in particular the remarkable progress that has been made by the various Action Teams for which the Office has provided logistic support.


My delegation uses this opportunity to congratulate Mrs. Alice Lee on her appointment as the United Nations Expert on Space Applications.  We believe you will build on the past accomplishment of the Office to bring the benefits of space science and technology to developing countries.


Mr. Chairman, since the last session of COPUOS, Nigeria has continued to implement various programmes in its National Space Policy to address issues of national interest.


You will recall that on 27 September 2003, NigeriaSat-1, which is a Low Earth Orbit Earth Observation Microsatellite, was launched into space.  The satellite, which is performing well, is partly a fulfilment of Nigeria’s contribution to the disaster monitoring constellation of satellites as part of global efforts in the management of disasters.


The launch of NigeriaSat-1 has been greatly applauded, not only in Nigeria, but in Africa as a whole.  It is a clear demonstration of how a developing country can acquire accessible, inexpensive, flexible and dynamic remote sensing capabilities.  It has stimulated interest in the applications of remote sensing in agriculture, management of the environment and other sectors of national interest.


From 15 to 17 June 2004, an international workshop will hold in Abuja.  It will bring together experts who have been working with images received from NigeriaSat-1 to evaluate and validate its applicability in solving diverse problems.


Among the issues to be addressed during the workshop are:  environmental degradation and land use/land cover dynamics in the oil polluted Niger Delta area; rapid deforestation of the dominant rain forest of South-Western Nigeria; Aggressive fully erosion and land degradation in the South-East; assessment and impacts of uncoordinated construction of dams and surface water impoundment on agriculture and other socio-economic activities in Northern Nigeria; and water recharge for the depleted upper aquifer of the Chad Basin in Nigeria.


Mr. Chairman, following the launch of NigeriaSat-1, Nigeria took immediate steps to implement its obligations under the legal regime governing space-related activities.  In October 2003, the Federal Government of Nigeria approved the signing of the Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects and the Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space.  This is in addition to the two treaties Nigeria has signed and ratified.  Nigeria has earlier on signed and ratified the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space Including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies as well as the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space.


Mr. Chairman, as Nigeria embarks on a space programme which will involve launching of satellites, there is a need to promulgate national legislation governing our space activities.  We have examined and justified the legal basis for a national space legislation, that is, the implementation of Nigeria’s international obligations and the protection of Nigeria’s financial interest.


As a follow-up to the successful launch of NigeriaSat-1, the National Space Research and Development Agency, NASRDA, has received governments approval to launch a communication satellite as soon as possible.  The project is intended to provide the bandwidth requirement to address telephony, broadcasting and broadband needs of the country.


The question has been why should a developing country spend millions of dollars in launching a communication satellite when millions of the citizens are living below the poverty line.  It is obvious that if we do not launch one then we may not be able to fully consolidate the gains that communication technology brings through creating more jobs, creating more wealth and extending services and development to rural areas and communities.  If we do not, the danger is that even millions more of our people in the long run will have no opportunity of rising above the poverty line because they will be held perpetually below the digital divide.


Mr. Chairman, research works at the Centre for Basic Space Sciences in Nsukka, Nigeria, and the Centre for Geodesy and Geodynamics in Toro, Nigeria, have continued to record progress.  The following projects have been initiated and work has commenced fully on them locally.


One, monitoring of air pollution, solar radiation, cloud cover and visibility over some States in Nigeria; two, Sahara aerosols and their effects on regional climate, food production and health; and, three, stability of laserjets.


Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to inform you that Nigeria is now a member of the International Astronomical Union, IAU.  The Centre for Basic Space Science signed an MoU with the National Astronomical Observatory in Tokyo, Japan, in October 2003.  We hope that the collaboration will assist Nigeria not only in capacity-building but also in the development of as astronomical observatory in the country.  The Centre has also submitted a proposal to Western Kentucky University in the USA for the setting up of a small telescope in Nigeria to support astronomy and space science research in the country.


Mr. Chairman, the United Nations-sponsored Regional Centre for Space Science and Technology Education in Nigeria has continued to make progress.  The Centre hosted a Workshop on Satellite Communication from 1 to 4 March 2004.


In January 2004, the Centre commenced the second post-graduate course on satellite communication and remote sensing.  The Centre has also begun the study of the energy exchange between the Earth surface and atmosphere in a tropical climate.  The project is being implemented in collaboration with the Federal University of Technology Akure, Nigeria, Uppsala University of Sweden and the micrometeorological research team at the University of Bayreuth in Germany.  The main goal of the study is to investigate the energy balance in a tropical agricultural field in the transition period between the dry and wet seasons, using direct measurements of all components of the energy and radiation balance at the surface.  The project, a micrometeorological experiment, is located at Ile-Ife in Nigeria.


Mr. Chairman, Nigeria considers international cooperation strategic to rapid implementation and achievement of its space policy and programmes.  We shall not relent on our efforts in reaching out to Member States for collaboration in the development and use of space science and technology for the achievement of a sustainable national programme.


Mr. Chairman, let me assure you of my delegation’s cooperation as we proceed further in our deliberation.  Thank you.


The CHAIRMAN:  Professor Boroffice, thank you very much for your exhaustive statement on Nigeria’s work for the future and also I want to thank you for your warm congratulations to me and the new Bureau and the Secretariat.


The next speaker on my list is the distinguished representative of Indonesia.  Indonesia, you have the floor.


Mr. I. R. INKIRIWANG (Indonesia):  Mr. Chairman, allow me at the outset to express my delegation’s congratulations to you on your election as Chairman of the forty-seventh session of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and also to the members of the Bureau.  My delegation is confident that with your vast experience and under your able stewardship, our deliberations will come to a successful conclusion.  I assure you of my delegation’s full support and cooperation to this end.


I would also like to take this opportunity to express my delegation’s appreciation to His Excellency Ambassador Raimundo González of Chile, the previous Chairman of the Committee and the members of his Bureau, who has made an outstanding contribution to the development and advancement of the work of the Committee.


My delegation would further join in welcoming the President of the fifty-eighth United Nations General Assembly to this forty-seventh session of the Committee and thank him for his inspiring statement.  This, Mr. Chairman, my delegation believes reflects the great importance the United Nations General Assembly attaches to the Committee.


Mr. Chairman, the Indonesian delegation wishes to reiterate that space activities should be carried out for peaceful purposes and for the benefit of all mankind.  In line with this, it is my delegation’s view that the United Nations COPUOS plays a primary role in the promotion of cooperation between developing and developed countries, as well as among developing countries themselves.  Against this backdrop, Indonesia recognizes that the continued deliberation on the ways and means of maintaining outer space for peaceful purposes, in accordance with the General Assembly resolution 58/59 of 2003, is a matter of priority in this session.  Consequently, it would also be useful for the Committee to consider the possibility of establishing a practical mechanism for coordinating and harmonizing its works with other related bodies, such as the First Committee of the United Nations General Assembly and the Conference on Disarmament.


Mr. Chairman, as a developing country, Indonesia has long recognized the great benefits derived from space activities to advance and bolster its national development.  Despite its limited resources, Indonesia has been operating its own domestic satellite system for telecommunications and television broadcasts and ground satellite stations for remote sensing and environmental protection, meteorology and natural resources observation and mapping.


In this connection, Indonesia also considers the importance to explore the possible benefit of international cooperation in using outer space technology to prevent and combat transnational organized crime in a more effect and efficient way so as to maintain peace, security and social justice free from this menace.


In cooperation with other countries, Indonesia is developing an Earth observation micro-satellite, which is expected to be launched in the year 2005.  This programme is being developed through the cooperation between the Indonesian National Institute of Aeronautics and Space, the Technical University of Berlin, the German Aerospace Centre, or DLR, and the Indian Space Research Organization, or ISRO.


Indonesia realizes that cooperation with countries having capabilities in space technology will accelerate the mastery of outer space technology in Indonesia.


Mr. Chairman, the Indonesian delegation would also like to re-emphasize the importance of implementing fully the recommendations of UNISPACE III, as have been set out in resolution 58/89 of the United Nations General Assembly.  In this regard, my delegation would like to stress the importance of strengthening cooperation to enhance the mutual benefits among countries of all action items to be taken for the implementation of UNISPACE III recommendations.  My delegation believes that the implementation of UNISPACE III recommendations would contribute significantly to addressing the challenges ahead, such as the problems of poverty, environmental degradation, natural disasters and dwindling energy resources.  Indonesia, therefore, with its limited capability and resources, is committed to participating in the implementation of the UNISPACE III recommendations.


Mr. Chairman, my delegation commends the activities of the United Nations Programme on Space Applications, through cooperation with countries and international organizations related to outer space activities, that cover conferences, training and workshops which were of importance to improve knowledge and expertise in outer space.  In this connection, Indonesia has participated in the United Nations and Thailand Workshop on the Contribution of Space Communication Technology to Bridging the Digital Divide, which was held in Bangkok, from 1 to 5 September 2003; the United Nations and International Astronautical Federation Workshop on the Use of Space Technology for the Benefit of Developing Countries, with Emphasis on Remote Sensing, held in Bremen, Germany, from 25 to 27 September 2003; and the United Nations and Republic of Korea Workshop on Space Law, entitled “The United Nations Treaties on Outer Space:  Actions at the National Level”, which was held in Daejeon, Republic of Korea, from 1 to 6 November 2003.


Mr. Chairman, my delegation would like to reiterate the fact that the geostationary orbit, GSO, is a limited natural resource with sui generis characteristics and is now encountering the risk of saturation.  In view of this, my delegation wishes to reiterate that the results of exploration and the use of GSO should be extended to and for the benefit of all countries, taking into particular account the needs and interests of developing countries and the geographical situation of certain countries.


On the subject of space debris, my delegation wishes to re-emphasize the danger that the problem of space debris poses to natural resources and the environment, to the extent that it is a serious threat to human life and to the economic activities of States.  It is my delegation’s view that further technical work by the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on Space Debris is of great significance and international cooperation is needed to expand appropriate strategies to minimize the potential impact of space debris.


Before concluding, my delegation wishes to express its full support to Thailand and the Libyan Jamahiriyah for their candidature of membership to the Committee.


I thank you Mr. Chairman.


The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished delegate of Indonesia for his presentation and his warm welcome to us.


And the next speaker on my list is the distinguished representative of Australia, Mr. Bell.


Mr. A. BELL (Australia):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  We would like to begin by conveying our congratulations on your election as Chair of this Committee.  We look forward to working with you over the next two years.


We would also like to take this opportunity to express our appreciation to the chairmanship of Ambassador González of Chile over the last four years which has provided an excellent basis for the future work of the Committee.


Mr. Chairman, the Australian delegation would like to take this opportunity to confirm Australia’s willingness to host, in cooperation with the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, a Workshop on Satellite-Based Search and Rescue in the Pacific Region.  It is envisaged that this Workshop will take place in Canberra in March 2005.


The host Government agency in Australia for the Workshop will be the Australian Maritime Safety Authority, or AMSA.  Australia’s search and rescue service, which spans the country, and also covers 52.8 million square kilometres of the Indian, Pacific and Southern Oceans, is carried out by AusSAR, the national search and rescue organization, which is part of AMSA.  The 24-hour Rescue Coordination Centre is located in Canberra and is responsible for the national coordination of both maritime and aviation search and rescue.


Mr. Chairman, Australia welcomes this Workshop as an important initiative to improve the search and rescue capacity of Pacific Island Countries, as well as the coordination of search and rescue efforts in the region within the framework of the COSPAS-SARSAT programme.  We look forward to working with the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs to make the Workshop a success.  Thank you Mr. Chairman.


The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Australia for his statement and for your kind words to the Chair and the rest of the Bureau.


The next speaker on my list is the distinguished Ambassador of the Russian Federation, Ambassador Grigory Berdennikov.  You have the floor Sir.


Mr. G. V. BERDENNIKOV (Russian Federation) (interpretation from Russian):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  At the outset, please allow me to congratulate you on your election to this important position and to wish you every success in your work.


Mr. Chairman, the Russian Federation comes out for further developing dialogue on all issues of international cooperation in the study and use of outer space.  The United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space is the most reliable and proven forum for organizing discussions and for solving issues pertaining to cooperation in outer space of share interest to all States.  That is why we call for stepping up the discussion on the matter of maintaining outer space for peaceful purposes within the framework of this Committee.


The Vienna Declaration adopted by UNISPACE III proclaims as one of the most important objectives the need to maintain outer space for peaceful purposes.  Unfortunately, recently the Committee has not, in our opinion, given sufficient attention to this subject, namely the ways and means of maintaining a peaceful regime for the use of outer space.


Once again, we would like to re-assert our firm position which is that the deployment of weapons in outer space and the very concept of the use of force in outer space would have a negative impact on the peaceful regime for the use of outer space and the entire system of international security including non-proliferation mechanisms.


We must be clearly aware of the fact that unless reliable barriers are put up for that process, in future the near-Earth space may become a battle ground and an arms race arena.  We are convinced that that would be in nobody’s interests.


Mr. Chairman, COPUOS has done a lot for developing the existing international legal instruments designed to regulate activities in outer space.  The United Nations organized three global fora on matters pertaining to international cooperation in the study and use of outer space.  These fora were held here in Vienna in 1968, 1982 and 1999 respectively.  The Committee has always posed a unique example for cooperation and compromise and that, most importantly, led to the fact that from its very inception, the Committee has worked and made decisions on the basis of the consensus principle.  The changes that have occurred in recent years in the character of participants and types of outer space activities, the increased harmful impact of humankind and outer space all point to the need to further strengthen the international legal foundations for space activities.  In this connection, we come out for the development of a comprehensive United Nations convention on international space law.


Within the framework of negotiating such a convention, generally acceptable solutions can be found for issues that have not yet met with consensus in this Committee, such as, for instance, the delimitation and definition of outer space, the management of technogenic space debris, protection of intellectual property and other issues.


Furthermore, such a convention, based on the existing standards of international space law, could serve the purpose of their codification.


As a method for organizing work on the development of such a convention, my delegation suggests what we call a package approach which would make it possible to consider all aspects of outer space exploration and the use of space technology and techniques with a single approach resulting, one hopes, in a well-balanced text, taking into account the interests of all participants in space activities.

We have every reason to believe that this Committee is indeed the most appropriate forum for the development of such a convention.  It is the United Nations that has the necessary potential and the will to ensure the successful application of the breakthroughs of space technology for sustainable development for tackling global environmental issues, for predicting and mitigating the effects of natural disasters for the rational use of natural resources.


We call on all States to give their support to the United Nations and specifically the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in that work.


Mr. Chairman, we value very highly the work of the Committee on the use of nuclear power sources in outer space and the problem of space debris.  Thus, the document developed within the framework of the Inter-Agency Space Debris Coordination Committee, which includes space agencies of 11 States, the document entitled “Guiding Principles for Space Debris Mitigation in the Near-Earth Space”, could, in our opinion, play a positive part in the development of mechanisms and procedures for tackling this global problem.


At the same time, we should not forget that this process will require the solution of a broad array of technical issues involving all interested States on the basis of a consensus approach.


As the first step towards that objective, IADC should take into account all the national comments and criticisms that apply to the Guiding Principles.  A lot of these comments have already been made by some delegation, including Russia, at the session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of COPUOS held earlier this year.


Furthermore, we have to bear in mind the fact that in future, after the Guiding Principles are applied in practice, the document may require further fine tuning.


In our view, stepping up the dialogue on this and other issues shows that the processes of international space cooperation are developing intensely and the Russian Federation is trying not to merely develop its own space industry but do so in close contact with other States.  I am pleased to note that just the other day, five intergovernmental agreements on cooperation in space exploration and the use of outer space for peaceful purposes were ratified.  They were agreements with Australia, Belgium, Germany, Italy and the European Space Agency.  This opens up new prospects for full-scale international cooperation in outer space.  The foundations have been laid for negotiations with a number of other States.  For example, as a result of implementing new long-term plans for joint activities, including activities in the scientific and technical sphere, the Russian/European space cooperation has reached a new level of partnership in the area of the peaceful uses of outer space.


Mr. Chairman, the Russian delegation plans to make comments on specific agenda items as we get to them.  Thank you very much Mr. Chairman.


The CHAIRMAN:  I thank Ambassador Berdennikov for his statement and for his kind words to the Chair and the Bureau.


The next speaker on my list is our friend of many years, Mr. Both of Hungary.  Mr. Both, you have the floor please.


Mr. E. BOTH (Hungary):  Thank you very much.  Mr. Chairman, first of all, I would like to congratulate you for having been elected the Chairman of this Committee.  Let me express my delegation’s pleasure in seeing you presiding over the work of this forum.  I would like to wish you every success in your management of the work of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.


Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, let me now briefly inform the Committee on some important features of our country’s space programme.


In 2003, Hungary reached a milestone in the space international relation field.  After having more than 10 years, a General Framework Agreement and five years PRODEX full membership, our country, as the first in the region, joined the ECS programme of the European Space Agency.  Through the implementation of the ECS Agreement, our country can access a wide range of different ESA activities.  This new relation helps to reach our unchanged mid-term goal, the full membership at ESA.


Early this year, we have begun our activity in 10 different projects and another 10 are under preparation.  As a direct and very important follow-up of our participation in the European Space Agency’s ECS programme, this authorizes Hungarian young scientists to take part in ESA’s Human Resources Programmes, which is an extraordinary opportunity for young Hungarian scientists and engineers.  Moreover, there is a good cooperation with ESA Education Officers, Hungarian young people have an access to ESA education programmes.  Since education matters are of high importance for us, we highly appreciate these new opportunities.


An important pillar of our international cooperation is the collaboration with Russia.  A new milestone in our Russian relations has been reached, when last August a thermoluminescent dosimeter, called Pille, was launched on board of a Progress cargo spacecraft to the International Space Station.  Following the success of the previous similar instrument on board of the International Space Station, launched in 2001 by NASA, this time a new copy of the same instrument was launched by the Russians to the Russian segment of the International Space Station.  The instrument has been used by the eighth expedition crew.  The small equipment functions properly, which is a great success for Hungarian space activity.


For our country, the space applications are of outstanding importance.  Now I would like to emphasize a single field, the satellite navigation.  We highly appreciated the series of UN/USA satellite navigation conferences, the latest held last December here in Vienna.  These conferences successfully catalyzed our national activities in this important field.  As a first step, and as a direct follow-up of the triggering effect of the United Nations conferences, very recently a national, Interministerial Subcommittee on satellite navigation was established in order to coordinate all national activities in the field and studying the necessary investment to provide the users an augmentation system.  Our Satellite Navigation Subcommittee is functioning within the Interministerial Committee on Information Society, presided by the Minister of Informatics and Telecommunications.


As a logical part of this process, last month our country hosted a satellite navigation conference, organized together with the EURISY Association, and co-sponsored by the EU Galileo Joint Undertaking.


Hungary has represented itself at the forty-third meeting of the Legal Subcommittee of COPUOS.  My delegation warmly welcomes the great progress achieved during the last meeting of the Legal Subcommittee.  The review of the status and applications of the five United Nations treaties on outer space was of outstanding importance.  It is important to achieve a coordinated position in this issue.  Hungary is ready to actively take part in such a harmonization process.


My delegation also welcomes the progress in the study of the concept of the launching State.  My delegation took note with great satisfaction that the Legal Subcommittee reached a consensus concerning the proposal on this issue, submitted by the German delegation and co-sponsored among others by Hungary.


Concerning the further agenda items of the present meeting of COPUOS, my delegation welcomes the fact that the Committee keeps on its agenda, the item “Space and Society”.  My delegation will make a statement under this agenda item and will call the attention of the distinguished delegations on a relevant international conference on this matter.  Thank you for your attention.  Thank you Mr. Chairman.


The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Hungary, Mr. Both, for his statement to the Committee, as well as for your kind words and encouragement to the Chair and the Bureau.


The next speaker on my list is the distinguished representative of South Africa, Mr. Munsami.  You have the floor Sir.


Mr. V. MUNSAMI (South Africa):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, we take this opportunity to congratulate you and the Vice-Chairmen on your appointment to lead the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.  We would also like to thank the outgoing leadership and support and strategic direction of the Committee.  We believe, Mr. Chairman, that your appointment has strategic relevance on a regional context of the African continent, to raise the level of awareness and applications in the space arena.


Mr. Chairman, we commit ourselves to working with your leadership in advancing this cause on the African continent and other developing countries.


Mr. Chairman, capabilities in the space sciences, engineering and technology will be a vital factor in the development of Africa in the twenty-first century.  As a whole, Africa is very poorly represented in the space arena.  Space technology is advancing at an increasing pace, yet many African countries lack the human, technical and financial resources to utilize existing space-based infrastructure for even the most basic applications in geodesy, meteorology, communications and natural resource management.


The development of the African continent is one of the driving principles of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, called NEPAD, and within this context, the need to make the benefits of space technology available to African countries grows more urgent.  The use of space for development in Africa presents opportunities that cannot be ignored and South Africa is uniquely positioned to respond to these opportunities.  However, this can only be accomplished in partnership with regional neighbours and international partners.


Mr. Chairman, the National Research Foundation in South Africa operates three national facilities that are utilized by the space science community, namely the South African Astronomical Observatory, the Hartebeesthoek Radio Astronomical Observatory and the Hermanus Magnetic Observatory.  Scientists also have access to the facilities at the South African National Antarctic Expedition base in Antartica (Antarctica?).  These facilities represent a major investment in research capability for passive observations of near-Earth space and the more distant universe and are used by scientists from all over the world.


This capability will be considerably expanded over the next five years.  A major new initiative is the South (Southern?) African Large Telescope called SALT, a 10-metre class spectroscopic survey telescope currently under construction by South Africa and its international partners, including the Russian Federation.  When completed in 2004, SALT will be the largest single telescope in the southern hemisphere and will enable African astronomers to be internationally competitive in ground-based astronomy well into the twenty-first century.  Another significant initiative on the sub-continent is the construction of the High-Energy Stereoscopic System called HESS by an international consortium.  HESS is an array of gamma-ray telescopes currently under construction near the Gamsberg in Namibia.


Southern African governments see the location of global astronomy infrastructure in our region as a way of promoting high-technology investment and of ensuring that local scientists are able to participate in world-class science.  An important spin-off from projects such as SALT is the stimulation of the interest of the public, especially South Africa’s youth, in science.  These recent developments are, however, only the latest in a tradition of globally significant astronomical research done in the region, a tradition that stretches back some 250 years.  The countries that are already proving excellent hosts for SALT and HESS will also provide an excellent site for the revolutionary Square Kilometre Array radio telescope.


The SKA is arguably the most important and most exciting project proposed for radio astronomy in the past 50 years.  The SKA is a billion dollar international project to create a receiving surface of a million square metres, one hundred times larger than the biggest receiving surface now in existence.  This huge surface will be composed of many small antennas, the details of which still have to be worked out.  Whatever the final form, location and scale of the instrument, the signals received by all of these antennas will be combined to form a single big picture.  The results will be an instrument capable of probing the secrets of the very early universe.  South Africa would be the ideal site for the core element of the SKA, owing to its location, as well as the capabilities and record of accomplishment to host, support and contribute to the science that will be generated by this giant radio telescope.


South Africa is also currently considering potential involvement in the World Space Observatory, that is called the WSO.  At the simplest level, this would involve South Africa establishing a regional WSO Science Operations Centre, in a university or national facility, to assist the WSO user community in the region.  A more sophisticated level of involvement would be to offer ground support from a local tracking station, or even to operate a local Missions Operations Centre.  The invitation to South Africa from the WSO Implementation Committee extends to contributions to the spacecraft at the component level and there is scope for South Africa to contribute to one or more of the sub-systems on the WSO spacecraft.


Mr. Chairman, given the national priorities in the space arena, there needs to be a process of harmonization of the various space sciences, engineering and technology activities in the country through consultation with stakeholders in government, academia, industry and public.  The South African Government has identified the aerospace industry as a sector that should be coordinated and promoted over the next decade or so.  The entire space arena also stands to benefit from such a convergence of national priorities and interest.


In order to promote and coordinate South Africa’s activities in space science and technology more effectively and coherently, a National Space Science and technology Working Group was established.  This Working Group will commence the inter-institutional dialogue and broad consultation process that will ultimately lead to a national space policy based on national imperatives.  The Working Group will also act as an information-sharing forum among stakeholders.


Space technology provides benefits beyond national boundaries.  As already indicated, South Africa has a variety of institutions that play a significant role in the scientific study, exploration and utilization of space.  These institutions, situated in academia, the science councils and industry, have broad competencies in space applications, satellite engineering and space science, and all their supporting technologies.  The existing infrastructure and skilled workforce allows South Africa to position itself as a regional hub of space activities.  This can be used as a basis for strengthening ties with industry in established space-faring nations and for developing links with other emerging national space initiatives, particularly in Africa.  For this reason, a space policy cannot be formulated purely in a national context without reference to the Southern African Development Community, SADC, and NEPAD processes.  Cooperation between governments in the region will lead to increased African representation on the various international bodies responsible for space issues.


Given the multi-disciplinary and international nature of space science, technology and engineering, South Africa places great value in forging partnerships, both regionally and internationally.  We also understand and appreciate that the underpinning drivers of economic development are technology and knowledge.  We, as South Africans, want to contribute to global technology and knowledge, to benefit the world and ourselves.


Mr. Chairman, South Africa would also like to use this opportunity to call on the members of this august Committee to fully support the efforts of the Group on Earth Observation, GEO, to optimally harness Earth observation as an instrument for sustainable development.  The GEO is a very unique global partnership, established at the Earth Observation Summit, held in Washington D.C. in July 2003, to develop a new comprehensive, coordinated and sustainable global Earth observation system.  In this effect, the contribution of space-based science and technology will, of course, be critical.  Since the partnership’s inception, the GEO members’ unwavering commitment to their undertaking and their collective sustained efforts in pursuit of the GEO objectives have firmly cemented the transnational ties which bind the Group together.  South Africa, one of the partnership’s co-Chairs, is confident that the momentum achieved and solid partnership established will, despite the significant challenges still to be overcome, enable the GEO to attain its objective of finalizing, in February 2005, the 10-Year Implementation Plan for the new Global Earth Observation System of Systems, called GEOSS.


For the GEO and ultimately the GEOSS to achieve its objectives, it is, of course, vital that the membership of countries and the constituency of participating organizations be as globally inclusive as possible.  South Africa would, thus, like to urge members of this Committee not yet involved in the GEO process to consider participation.  Within this context, it must be stressed that the full and active participation of especially developing countries in the GEO’s preparation of the Implementation Plan and the operationalization of GEOSS is a critical precondition for success.  Indeed, the contributions of developing countries in availing their unique expertise in capturing and analyzing observation data will be pivotal in enhancing the utility of Earth observation for global policy and decision-making.  It is further only appropriate for South Africa to congratulate the GEO on the Group’s concerted focus on addressing the capacity-building requirements of developing countries, both from a human capital and infrastructure perspective, including a specific focus on space science and technology.  Equally important is the ongoing work of the GEO in interrogating and resolving critical issues such as the availability of Earth observation data to developing countries at minimum and affordable costs.


Our community of nations should never underestimate the immense contributions the improvement of our collective ability to draw on Earth observation for informed and scientifically-based policy and decision-making will bring to improving the quality of life of people across the globe, holding true to the spirit and objects of the World Summit on Sustainable Development.  In advancing its work, the GEO is and will continue to be guided by global commitments such as the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and Millennium Development Goals.  Indeed, the creation of GEOSS will be a significant landmark representing one of the first concrete realizations of commitments made in Johannesburg in 2002.  It is an initiative, which can only be applauded and this Committee should fully support it.


Thank you Mr. Chairman.


The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of South Africa, Mr. Munsami, for his statement and for your comments to the Chair and the Bureau.


The next speaker on my list is the distinguished representative of Turkey, Mr. Sadin Ayyildiz.  You have the floor Sir.


Mr. S. AYYILDIZ (Turkey):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, at the outset, I would like to congratulate you on your election to the chairmanship of the Committee, as well as other members of the Bureau and would like to thank you for your statement outlining the developments in the work of the Committee.  We are confident that under your able guidance, the deliberations at the Committee session will yield successful results.


Mr. Chairman, I would like to highlight some of our views on the agenda items of this session.


The applications of space technology for peaceful purposes is an area of growing importance and activities in this field have gained momentum in the recent years in both private and public sectors.  We consider the improvement of the ways and means of maintaining space technology for peaceful purposes as a matter of priority.  We believe that the international community should promote international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space, taking into account the needs of developing countries.  In this respect, we are of the view that this Committee, particularly its Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, offers a suitable forum for the exchange of information among developed and developing countries on the latest developments in the utilization of space technology and the exploration of outer space.


With regard to the implementation of the recommendations of the UNISPACE III, we would like to commend the work of the Action Teams.  In this context, Turkey actively participated in the deliberations of the Action Teams numbers 4, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 11.


We take note with appreciation of the report of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee at its forty-first session which covers a wide range of issues.  We welcome the role played by the Subcommittee in the exchange of information in various space applications such as space-system-based tele-medicine, natural disaster management system and remote sensing.  Taking this opportunity, we would like to underline two issues, namely space debris mitigation and the use of nuclear power sources in space, which deserves further deliberations.


With respect to space debris mitigation, we hope that the Committee will agree on a framework based on IADC guidelines.  We also support the work that is being carried out by the Subcommittee in cooperation with the IAEA aiming at the development of an international and technically-based framework for nuclear safety in space.


We also take note of the report of the Legal Subcommittee of its forty-second session.  We believe that the Subcommittee offers a suitable forum to discuss the legal issues related to the peaceful use of space, review and possible revision of the legal framework.  In this context, we wish to express our belief that the United Nations treaties on outer space establish a coherent and useful framework for the activities in outer space carried out by governmental and private entities.


Mr. Chairman, space applications such as remote sensing, telecommunications and navigation systems has substantially contributed and improved the living quality throughout the world.  Furthermore, these applications serve to the benefit of humanity in many fields like education, agriculture, disaster management, transportation, weather forecasting, public safety and many others.  Another important impact of space applications and technologies can be the constructive role in filling the gaps in society, such as gaps between the educated and illiterate, urban and rural populations and gaps between developed and developing countries, thus making a valuable contribution in attaining the Millennium Declaration Goals.


Finally, Mr. Chairman, we welcome the inclusion of the new item entitled “Space and Water” in the agenda of the Committee.  We hope that the space applications in the field of exploration and exploitation of water resources will constitute a new pillar to our efforts in enhancing the quality of our lives.  Thank you Mr. Chairman.


The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Turkey for his statement and for his kind words to the Chair and the Bureau.


And the next speaker on my list is the distinguished representative of Syria, Mr. Rukieh.  Syria has the floor.


Mr. M. RUKIEH (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  The delegation of Syria has the pleasure of congratulating you on your election to the chairmanship of this Committee and we are convinced that under your wise and skilful guidance, we will arrive at excellent results.  You have great experience in this kind of work and we are confident that you will lead us successfully.


We also congratulate other members of the Bureau and pay tribute to Ambassador González for his work as Chairman of this Committee in previous sessions.


Mr. Chairman, the Syrian Authority for Remote Sensing has for a number of years used space data in ways that have benefited the economy and various aspects of the life of our population.  We have been able to apply remote sensing techniques in such areas as tourism, urban development, geology, hydrology, agriculture, archaeology and prospecting for natural resources and prediction and prevention and mitigation of earthquakes and other natural disasters.


We have currently underway a number of ecological projects such as oil pollution study, focusing on various pollution events and we are cooperating with other countries in this area.  We also apply space technologies to the study of various regions of the country with a view to finding the most appropriate areas for the management and the burial of harmful waste.


Furthermore, we are applying remote sensing to prospecting for underground water and for drilling wells in desertified areas.  We work with our Ministry of Irrigation and the Ministry of Agriculture, as well as with the Arab Centre for the Study of Arid and Semi-Arid Regions.  We further use remote sensing for doing research into natural resources for cartography, for mapping, the use of agricultural land and pastures, for the purposes of assisting in the management of the forestry, economy and for the protection of archaeological sites.


As regards the management of natural resources, space technologies are being applied in cooperation with the various agricultural and geological authorities of Syria and neighbouring countries.  We further make use of space technologies to combat desertification.  Also space technologies are made extensive use of in the study of the geological formations and tectonic shifts.


At the moment, in the area of national capacity-building, our Government has prepared and is in the process of carrying out a number of workshops in cooperation with the Office for Outer Space Affairs.  We have also attended a number of international scientific fora on remote sensing and have undertaken a number of training courses for experts in remote sensing.  We have organized internships for students who have visited our Remote Sensing Centre and we have encouraged universities to include remote sensing and outer space technologies in their curricula.


Also in Syria, we have, for some time now, been publishing a scientific journal on remote sensing in the Arabic language.  It is an area that we try to attach great importance on a day-to-day basis and we have prepared special training courses for ministerial staff in the Ministries of Agriculture, Geology and Natural Resources and Forestry to familiarize them with space technologies.


We have just concluded a three-day long workshop held in Damascus, attended by a number of Arab States and other countries, 65 experts attended from around the world.


This year, we have prepared an internship which has just finished.  It lasted for several months, through the end of May 2004, for the benefit of students and post-doctorate researchers and fellows from a number of countries.  We introduced them to global positioning satellites and their use for the use of geographic information systems and the Global Navigation Satellite System, GNSS.  We have regional agreements with various Arab States as well as being a Party to a North African Agreement on the use of remote sensing techniques for economic development.  We have bilateral joint projects with Lebanon and Kuwait.


On a global level, we have cooperation agreements with Iran and Russia and we are looking into the possibility of setting up a joint environmental monitoring centre with these two countries.


We have also signed an Agreement on Cooperation and Information Exchanges with the Remote Sensing Centre in Pakistan.  We also have Cooperation Agreements with Belarus, France and Canada and are at the moment negotiating with the European Union on putting in place a joint research and training programme.


I would also like to inform the delegates that my country has taken an active part in the work of all Action Teams working on recommendations arising from UNISPACE III.  Most particularly, we have taken an active part in the work of the Action Team on a Global Strategy for Environmental Monitoring.  We have worked there side-by-side with our partners from the Russian Federation and Iran.

We will also be holding from 27 to 30 September of this year, 2004, a Seminar in Damascus, sponsored by the Syrian Authority for Space Research.  We invite all of you to attend that Workshop.  It will be the Fourteenth International Workshop on Remote Sensing, to be held in Damascus.


We have listened with close attention to the statement made here by the Ambassador of Austria calling for sharing space technologies and space applications in such areas as meteorology, agriculture and others.  We fully endorse and support the statement made by the Austrian Ambassador.


We also endorse the statements made by a number of delegations here calling for banning the deployment of weapons in outer space and maintaining outer space for peaceful purposes.


We call on delegations to support ours and other developing countries in their efforts to make the utmost use of space technologies for the benefit of their nations.


We call on the various international remote sensing agencies and authorities, in particular to establish close links of cooperation with our own authority in that area.


Finally, Mr. Chairman, let me extend to you our invitation to hold a Workshop in our country on remote sensing.  We have all the necessary facilities and we hope that delegations will attend.  Thank you very much Mr. Chairman.


The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Syria for his statement to the Committee on the work of his country relating to space activities.  And we also thank you for your kind words to the Chair and the Bureau.


Now distinguished delegates, we are approaching the end of the list of Member States that have indicated their interest in speaking on agenda item 5 this afternoon.  Before I call the last Member State to speak, if there is any other Member State intending to speak this afternoon, let that delegation please make its intention known to the Secretariat.


Having stated that, I would like to call on His Excellency Ambassador Somkiati Ariyapruchya, the distinguished Ambassador of Thailand to Austria and the United Nations in Vienna.  Ambassador, you have the floor Sir.


Mr. S. ARIYAPRUCHYA (Thailand):  Thank you very much Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, at the outset, let me commence by expressing Thailand’s appreciation to you, and through you, all the COPUOS members for accepting Thailand to participate as an observer at this forty-seventh session of COPUOS.


Mr. Chairman, I would like to congratulate you on your election as Chairman of COPUOS.  I am confident that under your able leadership, with knowledge of space technology and long experience with COPUOS, the deliberations made during the course of this meeting will be successfully accomplished.  We also have the particular pleasure seeing you on the Chair, Mr. Chairman, as we know that you are a great friend of Thailand and you, more than anybody else, knows a lot about our space technology activities.


I would like to express my delegation’s congratulations also to members of this Committee’s Bureau on their elections.  My delegation would also like to express our appreciation, through you, to His Excellency Ambassador Raimundo Alberto González Aninat of Chile for his endeavours to COPUOS during his term as its Chairman.


I would also like to thank the Secretariat, in particular the Director, Sergio Camacho, for the excellent arrangement of the meeting and for the preparation of necessary documents.


My delegation welcomes the opening statement delivered by you, your visions and plans regarding the management of the Committee’s work.  I would like to assure you of Thailand’s full cooperation in ensuring the effective and peaceful uses of space capabilities to foster global economy and social development.


Lastly, I would like to indicate my delegation’s interest to associate itself to the statements made by His Excellency the Ambassador of Algeria on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, as well as by His Excellency, the Ambassador of Jordan on behalf of the Asian Group.


Mr. Chairman, Thailand has strong commitment to the development and promotion of space technology for peaceful uses.  I am pleased to draw your attention to the fact that Thailand has been working side-by-side with COPUOS members in various aspects of satellite communication techniques and applications, which my country benefited immensely over the decades.  Our capacity in space technology has greatly strengthened and expanded in areas such as Earth observation, communications, satellite design and construction.  Such development is ignited by our firm determination that begins at home.  His Majesty, the King of Thailand has initiated many projects and been actively working to improve the standard of living of the Thai people by using space technology.  His Majesty applies remote sensing and GIS mapping mechanisms in elicit crop monitoring and promotes crops substitution programmes to generate income for those who live in the areas where opium used to be planted.  Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn has followed His Majesty’s guidance and thus applies the same technology in her own initiated projects for the land use and disaster prevention purposes.  Likewise, the Thai governmental agencies have been encouraged to use space technology to ensure that Thai people, including those at the grassroots levels are provided access to basic facilities, through the nationwide programmes such as e-government, tele-medicine and tele-education.


Mr. Chairman, we recognized that domestic effort is not sufficient to reap the full benefit of the advancement of space technology that is rapidly developing.  That is why we are reaching out to partners in the south-east region and beyond.  We believe that through partnership, the use of space technology can contribute to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.  Therefore, Thailand has established a constructive cooperation network with many countries, such as France, India, Japan, Russia, ASEAN countries and many more, with regard to space-related activities both on bilateral and regional levels, in the fields of space science, space technology, Earth monitoring, remote sensing and joint scientific research.  Thailand views that exchange of experiences and best practices under the framework of North-South and South-South cooperation can reinforce multilateral efforts in promoting sustainable development through the effective applications of peaceful uses of space technology.  For example, in September 2003, Thailand and the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs had organized an international workshop concerning satellite data applications for the benefit of developing countries in Asia and the Pacific.  In 2005, Thailand will once again host a workshop of experts on tele-medicines.


Mr. Chairman, we are honoured to reaffirm to the forty-seventh session of COPUOS that Thailand has a strong interest to become a full member of this Committee. We have indicated our intention for the membership in writing as appeared in our Note Verbale No. 03101/852/2547 dated 7 April 2004 and No. 03101/927/2547 dated 26 April 2004 which were already circulated to all members.  We are very happy and grateful to the Asia Group and the Group of 77 and China and other delegations(?) for their statements confirming the endorsement of our candidature for membership in COPUOS.  It is my fervent hope that the COPUOS Committee at this session would give its valuable approval to Thailand’s candidature and accordingly recommend to the General Assembly for final approval.


To sum up, one, Thailand is fully qualified to be a member of COPUOS.  It has the technological capability.  It has fully prepared itself in all aspects to best serve COPUOS.  It has a long history of involvement in the peaceful application of outer space.  It is ready and willing to be a good, active and cooperative member of COPUOS.  We realize that membership will bring both benefits, opportunities and responsibilities.  Thailand will explore ways and means of how to enhance even further our contribution to the international community of COPUOS.


Second, geographically, Thailand is located in the heart of South-East Asia.  Thailand as a full and active member of COPUOS will be better able to promote the development and applications of space technology in the region.


Three, as a member of COPUOS, Thailand will be able to share its experience of activities connected with outer space with other countries to mutual benefits.


Mr. Chairman, to provide you a more detailed description of Thai space technology activities, my delegation has prepared a “Thailand Concept Paper” that has been distributed to you in your pigeon holes.  Please pick it up.  We will also, at this moment, show you a brief multi-media presentation shortly after my statement.  I hope you enjoy that presentation.  Thank you.


The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished Ambassador of Thailand for that comprehensive information.  As His Excellency has stated, I think we have a lot to learn from your country where __________ (not clear) itself at the royal level, including his daughter, has demonstrated to your people how space and science technology can influence development in your country.  And I think all the distinguished delegates are equally listening to you what are the qualifications we should bring to this Committee, and in particular, what you intend to contribute.  And when we come to that subject, I am sure all these elements will influence their deliberation.  We thank you for your presentation and we will now view the presentation from Thailand.  Thank you.

Presentation by Thailand


The CHAIRMAN:  Your Excellency, distinguished Ambassador of Thailand, I think I speak for the Committee when I say that your country is on the right track and particularly when we talk about space science and technology and its relevance to human development and we wish you and your people continued progress.


Now all of you saw a gentleman in all the pictures shown there, the Thai gentlemen, he is a friend of many of us in this room, Dr. Suvit Visbrek(?).  He plans to join us before the end of this meeting.  That was his communication to us through the Ambassador this afternoon.  So we will see him, I hope, before the meeting is over.


Is there any other distinguished delegate wishing to take the floor with reference to agenda item 5 this afternoon?


If not, it is my honour and pleasure, as I indicated this morning to you, to invite Dr. Sergio Camacho, my immediate right, to address you.  Beside you, before you make your statement, just let me say one word.  Sergio and myself used to sit at the back of this podium in New York for many years.  We have been together since 1984 and until 1999, we both sat on this podium together.  And then I left the podium and you brought me back to join him again on this podium.  So it is a pleasure, Director for Outer Space Affairs, to let us know what is going on with OOSA.  Thank you.


Mr. S. CAMACHO (Director, Office for Outer Space Affairs):  Thank you very much Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, I am grateful for the opportunity to provide the Committee with a brief overview of the work of the Office in the past year.


Before doing so, I would like to extend to you, Mr. Chairman, my heartfelt congratulations on your election.  We in the Secretariat look forward to working with you in the coming sessions.  As you mentioned earlier, we had the opportunity of working closely, I had the opportunity of working closely with you in your capacity as the United Nations Expert on Space Applications demonstrated your commitment to assist developing countries and your vision for expanding the benefits of space technologies.  That vision led and strengthened the United Nations Programme on Space Applications.  I am confident now that under your leadership and your vision for the way forward, the Committee will mark many achievements in the coming years.  We would like to assure you of our full support and assistance to facilitate your work in your new capacity as much as we can.


I would also like to express our appreciation, and my own in particular, to my good friend, who is not in the room, Ambassador Raimundo González, for his continuous support over the years to the work of our Office in promoting space activities within and outside the United Nations system.  Under his leadership, the Committee took many initiatives to bring space benefits to the attention of other bodies within the United Nations system that are engaged in social and economic development.  We look forward to continuing to benefit from his wisdom in his capacity to support the current and future Bureaux of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and its subsidiary bodies.


In the past five years, following the UNISPACE III Conference, we have, together with the members of this Committee, accomplished a lot to link the benefits of space science and technology with the needs of people, particularly those in developing countries.  The very positive and constructive atmosphere that has prevailed in the Committee to implement recommendations of UNISPACE III, particularly through the Action Teams, led us to believe that the time is ripe to make more happen.  We are at a juncture of opportunity where we can make a real difference in improving the quality of lives of people, particularly those who live in extreme poverty.  For this to happen, we need to come up with a credible and realistic plan and a collective commitment to make space tools available, by moving from the demonstration of the usefulness of the space technologies to the operational phase of space-based services, to meet the basic needs of people.


The United Nations Millennium Declaration identified eight development goals and a set of time-bound targets in the fight against poverty, illiteracy, hunger, lack of education, gender inequality, child and maternal mortality, disease and environmental degradation.  There are many areas where space-based services can contribute to achieving those development goals.  What has been accomplished to date in the follow-up to UNISPACE III already provides a number of concrete examples of such contributions by space applications.  As the General Assembly convenes its High-Level Plenary next year to assess the progress made on the path to economic and social development agreed in the outcomes of a series of United Nations summits and conferences, we have an important opportunity to demonstrate how space science and technology and their applications contribute to providing those benefits for society at large.


Mr. Chairman, before briefing the Committee on the work that has been conducted by our Office this past year, allow me first to review the staff resources of the Office.  Since the Committee met last year, there have been several staff movements in the Office.


I would like to start by introducing Ms. Alice Lee of the United States of America, on my right, to the Committee.  Ms. Lee joined the Office in January of 2004 to serve as Chief, Space Applications Section, and the United Nations Expert on Space Applications.  Ms. Lee joined us from NASA where she served as the Chief of Technologies for Safety and Mission Assurance and she specialized in micro- and nano-technology applications to space flights.  We welcome her to our Office.


Ms. Sharafat Gadimova of Azerbaijan also joined the Space Applications Section earlier in the year, that was in February of 2004.


In the Committee Services and Research Section, I am pleased to introduce Mr. Qais Sultan of Oman and Mr. Shuhrat Sulaymanov of Uzbekistan, who joined the Office in July and November 2003 respectively.  Both of them were successful candidates of the National Competitive Examinations.


Sergiy Nagoda of Ukraine and Ms. Sama Payman of Australia also joined the Committee Services and Research Section in October 2003 and January 2004 respectively.


Finally, I wish to express our appreciation to the Government of Italy for providing the services of Ms. Armanda Deli, as an associate expert and Ms. Deli also is working in the Committee Services and Research Section.


I am also very pleased to inform you that Ms. Takemi Chiku of Japan was appointed Chief, Committee Services and Research Section in August 2003.  Her competence, dedication and amount of work that she carries forward are well known to the Committee and we welcome her to that important position.


As a result of the new approach to staffing in the United Nations, the Office expects a higher rate of turnover of staff compared to the past years.  In order to promote greater mobility of staff among functions, departments, occupations, duty stations, field missions and even organizations of the United Nations system, the maximum occupancy period for posts has been set at five years.  In addition, all staff recruited through the National Competitive Examination at the P2 level are now required to take up a second post or function following two to three years of service with the first recruiting office.


Turning to financial resources of the Office, I would like to draw your attention to the new medium-term plan strategy in the United Nations.  While taking into account its long-term vision, the Office has prepared what is now called a Strategic Framework.  It is a two-year plan that goes hand-in-hand with the budget cycle for 2006 and 2007.  The Proposed Strategic Framework, which reflects the priority areas identified in the UNISPACE III follow-up, as well as the results that the Office expects from the UNISPACE III + 5 Review, is contained in document A/59/6 (Programme 5), and this document will be made available to the Committee for its review.  Any comments that the Committee may have on the Strategic Framework proposed for our programme on the peaceful uses of outer space will be transmitted to the Committee on Programme Coordination, which is expected to review our programme in the week that follows this current session of the Committee.  This document should reflect the priority areas identified in the UNISPACE III follow-up, as well as the results expected from the UNISPACE III + 5 Review by the General Assembly.


The adoption of the concept of “Results-Based Budgeting” by the Organization means that the performance of the Office will be evaluated on the basis of meeting achievement objectives and not merely the basis of the number of outputs.  This is general for the Organization.  The views of Member States of the Committee and its Subcommittees will play a much more important role in the process than in the past when the Advisory Committee on Administrative Budgetary Questions, the ACABQ, and the Committee on Programme Coordination, CPC, review our next budget proposal for the biennium 2006-2007.


Voluntary contributions remain fundamental to the numerous activities of the Office, particularly those of the Programme on Space Applications.  As I mentioned on a number of occasions, only one-third of the total cost of the activities of the Programme, on the average, is covered by the regular budget.  I would also then take this opportunity to express our deepest appreciation to those governments and space agencies that have contributed to the Trust Fund.  We are also very grateful for the contributions made by the host countries that provided local facilities, transportation and accommodation for the activities of the Programme.  Those contributions made it possible for the Office to organize a large number of activities, much more than what would seem possible with the regular budget resources of the Office.


Mr. Chairman and distinguished delegates, over the last five years, the Office has devoted a substantive part of its efforts to the fulfilment of the goals set out in its Plan of Action, endorsed by the General Assembly in 2000.  I would like to share with you some of the highlights of the work undertaken by the Office on the recommendations of UNISPACE III.  We have done so by reorientation of the Office’s programme of work and by providing substantive support to and assisted in the coordination of the work of the 12 Action Teams established by the Committee.  The Office also continued to use every available opportunity to promote the work of the Action Teams, including by presenting the concept of the Action Teams as a unique mechanism of implementing the recommendations of conferences under the leadership of Member States.


As for the preparations for the review by the General Assembly of the progress made in the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE III, known as the UNISPACE III + 5 Review, the Office provided substantive support to the Working Group of this Committee to prepare its report to the Assembly, including its two rounds of informal consultations held during this year’s sessions of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and the Legal Subcommittee.  The Office assisted the Chairman of the Working Group in holding consultations with the Chairmen of the Action Teams and in integrating comments received from members of the Committee in revising the draft report.  The revised text of the draft report for the UNISPACE III + 5 Review, in particular Chapter VI, reflects the results of a series of informal consultations with the Chairmen of the Action Teams and with relevant Secretariat units.


In addition to providing assistance to the Committee in the preparation of the report, the Office is making arrangements for an exhibit to be held on the occasion of the UNISPACE III + 5 Review, in October 2004, this year, at the United Nations Headquarters.  The exhibit will showcase the successful uses of space technology and raise awareness on the potentials of space applications for human development.  I would like to invite Member States of the Committee to contribute to the exhibit with scale models and posters.  More detailed information on the arrangements and guidelines for the exhibitors will be made available in the back of the Conference Room on the table.  I am pleased to note that a number of entities of the United Nations system have already indicated their interest in participating in this exhibit and are currently preparing posters and audio-visual materials for the exhibit.


The Office continues its efforts to increase awareness of the benefits of space technology among the general public.  For the celebration of World Space Week in 2003, the Office organized an exhibit that demonstrated how space was being used for sustainable development.  A highlight of that exhibit was the participation of children from Vienna, aged 10 to 12, who were invited to produce drawings of how they visualized space.


The Office also continues to support the activities of the Spaceweek International Association which administers a network of national coordinators for the event each year.  The theme of World Space Week 2003 was “Space:  Horizon Beyond Earth”.  Events focused on the exploration of deep space and the utilization of space technology for the benefit of humanity here on Earth.  As the celebration of World Space Week is an opportunity to promote the benefits of space while inspiring children around the world to study sciences and mathematics, I would invite all Member States to participate in these celebrations each year.  The World Space Week Report for 2003 was published in cooperation with the Spaceweek International Association and has been distributed as a special publication in document ST/SPACE/23.


With regard to the Programme on Space Applications, unforeseen events and circumstances around the globe resulted in the re-scheduling of a number of activities planned for 2003 by the Programme on Space Applications.  Despite these challenges, the Programme successfully adjusted its schedule of activities.  The Expert on Space Applications will provide you with more detailed information on the activities of the Programme, including the activities planned for 2004 and 2005.


In July 2003, the Office became a cooperating body to the International Charter “Space and Major Disasters”.  This enabled the United Nations system, to become an authorizxed user, through the Office, by means of a permanent hotline that was set in the Office for Outer Space Affairs, to request data from the Charter in response to emergency situations.  As a result, disaster relief organizations are able to obtain real-time satellite imagery, free of charge, to respond effectively and promptly to natural and human-made disasters.  Since the Charter was first triggered by the United Nations Office for Project Services, that was August 2003, the Charter has been triggered nine times by United Nations agencies.  These were for floods and landslides in the Dominican Republic, this just happened this week, Haiti, Namibia, Nepal, the Philippines, for earthquakes in Indonesia, Morocco and Afghanistan and most recently, this was not most recently, also for a train disaster in North Korea.


The work of the Committee and its subsidiary bodies continued to fully occupy the staff of the Committee Services and Research Section.  In the past year, the Office prepared numerous documents and publications for the Committee, the Subcommittees and their Working Groups and the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities.  The Office also responded to a number of requests for information from other United Nations bodies, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, contributed to activities that promote the work of the Committee, maintained the Office website as well as coordinating several outer space exhibitions in the Vienna International Centre.


In the context of documentation, I would like to draw the Committee’s attention to the Secretary-General’s report on “Strengthening the Organization” and in particular the burden on both Member States and the Secretariat to keep abreast of the growing volume of documentation.  In order to improve the management of documentation, the Secretary-General requested all the substantive offices to strictly adhere to a 16-page limit for documents originating from the Secretariat and proposed a 20-page limit as a guideline for all reports not falling within the 16-page limit.  According to additional guidelines, the Secretary-General has recently circulated for drafting reports not within the purview of the Secretariat, the reports should be “action-oriented” and limited to:  a brief discussion on organizational and procedural matters; recommendations, including decisions adopted; policy recommendations emanating from multi-stakeholder dialogues and panels and roundtables, rather than summaries of the meetings; new development, findings and recommendations; and indicates that quotations from United Nations official documents should be included only when citing legislative authority.  In preparing the draft report for this session, we will try to follow these guidelines without affecting the quality of the report but you may see some differences with respect to the draft of the report of this Committee that we have entertained(?) in the past.


Turning to capacity-building in space law, in 2003, the Office continued to build upon previous efforts to improve capacity in space law, especially among developing countries.  Following the success of the first United Nations workshop dedicated to space law, the Office organized the second in a series of workshops that aimed at promoting international space law, increasing the number of States having ratified the five United Nations treaties and improving capacity of States in developing national space laws.  The United Nations/Republic of Korea Workshop on Space Law entitled “United Nations Treaties on Outer Space:  Actions at the National Level” was organized, together with the Government of the Republic of Korea, and held in Daejeon from 3 to 6 November 2003.  The next workshop in the series will be held in Rio de Janeiro from 22 to 25 November this year, 2004, and is being organized together with the Government of Brazil.  On behalf of the United Nations, so I would like to express our appreciation to the Governments of the Republic of Korea and Brazil for their generous support.


I am pleased to draw your attention to a new initiative recently launched by the Office to disseminate, as widely as possible, information relating to space law.  Space Law Update is a new electronic publication aimed at a broad audience, including policy and decision-makers, educators and students of space law, as well as space law practitioners.  The publication focuses on the activities of the Committee, its Legal Subcommittee, as well as our Office itself, which relate to space law.  It is made available on the website of the Office and circulated by means of e-mail to all subscribers.


Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, enhancing cooperation and coordination of space-related activities within the United Nations system remains a priority for the Office.  We continue to lead the work of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities, held annually, to exchange information among the organizations on their space-related activities and to coordinate those activities.


The twenty-fourth session of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities was held at the Headquarters of the World Meteorological Organization, WMO, in Geneva, from 21 to 23 January 2004.  An important and unique feature of this year’s session was the open informal forum on “Education and Training in Space-Related Areas:  Challenges and Opportunities in the UN System”.  This was held immediately following the conclusion of the Inter-Agency Meeting.  This forum allowed members of this Committee and the United Nations entities to exchange views on strengthening the activities of the UN system in space-related areas.  The next open forum will take place in January 2005, here in Vienna.  The Inter-Agency Meeting invited the Committee to propose a number of themes from which the Meeting would select a theme for its next open forum.


The Inter-Agency Meeting at this year’s session compiled a list with information provided by United Nations entities and their major space-related initiatives and programmes that respond to specific recommendations contained in the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development.  This list, which will be made available to the Committee in a Conference Room Paper at this session, will be integrated by the Office with similar information provided by Member States of the Committee.  The integrated list will serve as a useful tool for end-users and space-capable providers to plan to implement the actions called for in the Plan of Implementation.  It will, in essence, reflect the activities that the space community is carrying out to implement the recommendations of WSSD.  As we intend to update the list on a regular basis, I would encourage Member States to submit information on their space-related activities so as to make this list richer as time progresses.


I am pleased to inform the Committee of an important opportunity to contribute to global policy-making in the area of disaster reduction.  As has been mentioned before, the Second World Conference on Disaster Reduction, which will be held in Kobe, Japan, from 18 to 22 January 2005, and is being organized by the ISDR, the International Strategy and Disaster Reduction Secretariat, aims to increase the commitment for implementation of disaster risk reduction at all levels and, in particular, its integration into the development planning processes.  The ISDR Secretariat invited all United Nations entities to take advantage of this forthcoming Conference to place space-related issues among the visible items to be discussed by the Conference.  This Conference presents an excellent opportunity for the Committee to deliver a policy message, to highlight the usefulness of space applications for disaster reduction and the Office would be very pleased to contribute to this process.


Mr. Chairman, in the past year, the Office continued to contribute to the activities of and cooperate with a number of space-related intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.


With the assistance of the International Astronautical Federation, IAF, and the International Institute of Space Law, IISL, the Office was able to issue the 2003 edition of “Highlights in Space”.  As agreed, the Committee on Space Research, COSPAR, will continue to contribute to the publication every other year.


In October 2003, the Office organized, together with IAF, the European Space Agency and the Government of Germany, a Workshop on Education and Capacity-Building in Space Technology.  That Workshop, the thirteenth in a series was held at the beginning of the fifty-fourth International Astronautical Congress, in Bremen, Germany.  In addition, the Office cooperated with the International Academy of Astronautics in organizing the fourth Workshop on Small Satellites during that same Congress.  The Office also participated in the tenth Plenary Meeting of the Space Agency Forum, which focused on identifying synergies between the work of the space agencies and the work of the United Nations Programme on Space Applications, the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities and the process of the preparation for the report of the Committee to the General Assembly on the progress made in the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE III.


Together with the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites, CEOS, and its Working Group on Earth Observation Education, Training and Capacity-Building, links were established between the Action Team on Capacity-Building, established by the Committee to implement recommendation 17 of UNISPACE III and the capacity-building, training and education activities of CEOS, together with the Follow-Up CEOS Programme to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, the Integrated Global Observing Strategy Partnership and several specialized agencies of the United Nations entities.


In July of this year, the Office will co-sponsor the EURISY Conference on Tele-Health and Satellites, which will be held in Rabat, Morocco.  The Conference will review the experiences in tele-medicine acquired by several space agencies, as well as national, international and non-governmental health authorities in this past decade.

The Office is also collaborating with the Technical Committee IV of the International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing, ISPRS, in organizing a Special Session, which will be held during its twentieth Congress from 12 to 23 July 2003.


In addition, the Office has joined the Group on Earth Observations Sub-Group on Capacity-Building that aims to establish a long-term coordinated effort to involve and assist countries, particularly developing countries, in accessing and effectively using Earth observation data.


The United Nations Permanent Exhibit remains a highlight of the visitor tours operated by the United Nations Information Service.  Since the last session of the Committee, approximately 47,000 visitors have participated in the guided tours offered by UNIS.  This includes the space exhibit as part of its standard package.  The Permanent Space Exhibit is housed on the ground floor, and I am certain you must have seen it, between buildings D and E.


In February, during the forty-first session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, the Ukraine highlighted its space activities and industry and the United States of America displayed information and images on the SOHO probe, as well as some of the images from the Mars Exploration Rovers.  In March, during the session of the Legal Subcommittee, Algeria held a special exhibition on its space programme.  We would like to express our appreciation to the Governments of the Ukraine, the United States of America and Algeria for organizing these exhibitions.  We would further extend our sincere appreciation to the Government of Algeria for donating the model of its ALSAT-1 satellite, the first Algerian satellite, and to the Government of Ukraine for the donation of models of its launch vehicles, for display at the United Nations Permanent Exhibit.


I am further pleased to note that the Government of India will be providing an exhibit for the next session of the Committee in June 2005.


At this session, outside this Conference Room, delegates will find a poster display highlighting Thailand’s activities relating to outer space.  We also thank the Government of Thailand for organizing that display.


I am pleased to inform the Committee that the Director-General of the United Nations Office at Vienna, on behalf of the Secretary-General, had presented two flags to the Permanent Representative of China to the United Nations in Vienna, in a formal ceremony held here on 4 September 2003.  The flags were carried on board China’s first manned space flight in October 2003 as a symbol of China’s commitment to use outer space for peaceful purposes and for the betterment of all humankind.  The flags were then returned to the United Nations.  These flags were presented to the Secretary-General by China’s first astronaut, Mr. Yang Liwei, in a ceremony that was held at United Nations Headquarters on 19 May of this year.  A special press briefing with the presence of the astronaut, Yang Liwei, was also held here in Vienna on 28 May.  The flags will be placed on display at the United Nations Permanent Space Exhibit here in Vienna.  We would like to express our appreciation to the Government of China for their support and cooperation.


Mr. Chairman, in concluding, the achievements of the Committee in the past five years are testament to the strong commitment that its members and observers made towards achieving sustainable development by using tools provided by space science and technology.  Together with the individual and collective efforts of Member States, entities of the United Nations system, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, the Action Teams and even the private sector, the Committee has set the pace for implementing the recommendations of UNISPACE III.  At the same time, close links have been forged between the objectives of UNISPACE III and the development goals of the Organization set forth in the Millennium Summit and at the World Summit on Sustainable Development.


As the Committee prepares to report to the General Assembly on the progress made in the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE III, I would like to reiterate the Office’s pledge to use every opportunity to improve our services and continue existing efforts to build capacity, particularly in developing countries, in basic space science and technology, space applications and in space law.  The Office also remains fully committed to exploring new mechanisms and methods to strengthen the links established between the benefits of space science and technology and the specific development goals of the United Nations.


While we have already begun to see the ripple effects of the achievements of the last five years, we must strive to maintain the momentum created.  UNISPACE III + 5 is only the first of many milestones that lie ahead of us.  Space science and technology and its applications are some of the most powerful tools available for improving the human condition.  By strengthening cooperation and contributing to common goals and objectives, Member States, the United Nations entities, international intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, other national and regional institutions and industry will provide the essential support and political will to enable the space science and technology community turn one more dream into reality.


Thank you very much for your attention.


The CHAIRMAN:  Dr. Camacho, thank you very much for your comprehensive presentation on the work of the Office.  It is has been a thorough presentation and I am sure delegates listened to you carefully as you articulated the work of the Office in supporting UNISPACE III + 5 efforts.  As I indicated this morning in my statement, I think delegates are very appreciative of the work of the Office as we are in supporting Mr. Hedman of Sweden, who is the Chairman of the Working Group for that effort.  Again, you have rung a bell in my head when you pleaded with Member States to support the Programme, taking into consideration that only about __________ (not clear) per cent of the funds that support the Programme come from the regular budget and I would like to add my own voice to your plea to Member States to consider this accordingly.


Again, I want to congratulate the Office as it continues to promote awareness especially through the exhibitions and the collaborative work with the Spaceweek International Association.


And finally, I think Member States heard you very well and are very happy to understand that the Office is working collaboratively with NGOs, IGOs and the relationship between the Office and other agencies of the United Nations system, particularly dealing with space science and technology are moving in the right direction.  All this being the case, all we can say right now is thank you.


Now I would like to invite the representative of the International Astronautical Federation, Ms. Rosa Ramirez de Arellano, to please address the distinguished delegates.


Ms. R. M. RAMIREZ DE ARELLANO (International Astronautical Federation) (interpretation from Spanish):  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  I would like to convey to you congratulations on behalf of Dr. Marcio Nogueira Barbosa, President of the International Astronautical Federation.  I am pleased to greet and congratulate you and the Vice-Chairmen, as well as members of the Bureau.


I would also like to pay tribute to Ambassador González for his excellent work as Chairman of this Committee over the past four years.


We should also thank Dr. Camacho and the entire staff of the Office for Outer Space Affairs.


I would like at this point to dwell on certain activities of the International Astronautical Federation over the past few years but since Mr. Camacho has already covered a lot of this ground, I will proceed to read my President’s message to this session of COPUOS in English.


(Continued in English) On behalf of the president of the International Astronautical Federation, Dr. Marcio Nogueira Barbosa, I am pleased to greet and congratulate you on the conduction and success of the work carried out in this meeting.


As you know, the International Astronautical Federation is an international, non-governmental organization which has, among other purposes, the promotion of space research and development.  In order to achieve this purpose, it develops and disseminates information on such activities and their applications, with a permanent interrelation with other international organizations.


This Commission is a natural forum of unquestionable cooperation where the IAF has participated very actively in the technical and scientific fields and, relating to space law, with renowned experts on space law.


Without giving a detailed account of the topics dealt with by the Technical and Scientific Subcommittees in the forty-first session and by the Legal Subcommittee in the forty-third session, as they are part of the agenda for this meeting, we can comment on the mechanisms aimed at strengthening inter-institutional cooperation, which are a permanent part of the work carried out by COPUOS, all of which with the aim of strengthening and enhancing the use of space applications in the benefit of society.


Dr. Barbosa, reiterates and ratifies his commitment to continue his active participation in this Committee and in the above-mentioned Subcommittees because the Federation is certain that space activities have provided and will continue to provide significant benefits to mankind which makes inter-institutional cooperation and collaboration necessary in order to achieve bigger and better results.


Mr. President, by this means we are pleased to make an invitation for the fifty-fifth International Astronautical Congress of the Federation, the International Academy of Astronautics and the International Institute of Space Law, which shall be held in Vancouver, Canada, on 4 to 8 October, under the topic “Infinite Possibilities, Global Realities”, where, among other topics, the following shall be addressed:  Space Life Sciences in the Twenty-First Century; Earth Observation Symposium; Thirty-Third Symposium on Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence; Space and natural Disaster Reduction Symposium; Satellite Communications Symposium; and Space Debris and Space Traffic Management Symposium.


A relevant part of the Congress is the forty-seventh Colloquium on the Law of Outer Space.  The topics that shall be addressed are:  new developments in national space legislation; international law and practice agreements on cooperation regarding space activities; a general convention on space law; and other legal matters.


It is necessary to mention that the Federation places substantial importance on education, due to the fact that it is conscious that future generations shall follow up all scopes of space activities and, as part of the work of the Congress, the following shall take place:  Space and Education Symposium; and Thirty-Fourth Student Conference.


The Congress shall also include the meeting of the United Nations and the Federation Workshop which shall be held before the Congress.


Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, we are looking forward to having you as our guests in the next International Astronautical Congress.  Thank you very much Mr. President.


The CHAIRMAN:  Distinguished representative of IAF, I wish to thank you very much for that contribution to our work and in return, please convey to Dr. Marcio Barbosa of Brazil, who is now the Deputy Director-General of UNESCO and formerly Director-General of INPE(?) in Brazil, our sincere thanks.  He is a good friend of the Committee for many years.  People who have been in this Organization or in this Committee in the 1980s and early 1990s definitely know very well who Mr. Barbosa is.  I think the Committee is equally happy to know that in Vancouver, your Federation will be addressing some of the issues that are at the heart of the deliberations of this particular Committee and, therefore, when you finish, hopefully by next year, you will let us know the outcome of these deliberations in the work you have done.  So we thank you very much.


The last speaker on my list for this afternoon is Ms. Amanda Moore, who will be speaking for the National Space Society.  Amanda Moore, please, you have the floor.


Ms. A. L. MOORE (National Space Society):  Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates and representatives, it is with great pleasure that I make this statement on behalf of the National Space Society to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.


First of all, I would like to add our congratulations, Mr. Chairman, to all the others on your election and look forward to your leadership of the Committee over the next years.


The National Space Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting space exploration.  With members and chapters around the world, NSS is widely acknowledge as the pre-eminent grassroots voice on space issues.  NSS seeks to promote social, economic, technological and political change to advance the day when humans will live and work in space.


The NSS itself has just had a recent change.  Its new Executive Director, George Whitesides, has been a leader within the young professional community of the United Nations space sector.  He attended UNISPACE III Space Generation Forum and the follow-on Graz conferences organized by COPUOS, ESA and the Austrian Government.  A Fulbright scholar, Mr. Whitesides founded Permission to Dream, a global space education programme focused on astronomy which donates telescopes and astronomy materials to disadvantaged children in 16 countries.  Most recently through his efforts, Permission to Dream and NSS have worked with UNESCO’s Space Education Programme to coordinate the SEP’s student essay competition.


Public support for space is a major goal of the Society, including increased public awareness of the United Nations role in promoting the peaceful uses of outer space and implementation of the Vienna Declaration from UNISPACE III.  To this end, NSS helps commemorate the annual World Space Week October celebration through its individual chapters.  For example, the New York City chapter sponsored a one-day conference in October 2003 on “Space Technology for Developing Nations”. Attendees heard experts discuss a wide range of topics concerning the current state of worldwide space technology and its application for space activities by nations with developing economies.  For the 2004 World Space Week, several activities are planned in cooperation with local chapters of NSS for children, families and professionals.


In the past year, the Society has joined over a dozen premier space advocacy groups, industry associations and space policy organizations to support the effort to refocus human space activities towards exploration outside low-Earth orbit, which they refer to as Moon, Mars and Beyond.  This group intends to demonstrate how modest but steady growth in national expenditures on space can move the nation towards these important goals and the benefits those expenditures will provide.  The effect, they hope, is to refute the false impression that Moon, Mars and Beyond is too expensive for a country to take on.


The Society continues its public outreach and has announced a major campaign to support its vision with local, regional and national education campaigns to promote space exploration at its annual meeting, the International Space Development Conference, ISDC.  At the ISDC, members from around the world convene to hear presentations from leading experts in space-related subjects such as space law, engineering and marketing and to network with other space enthusiasts as they chart the course for the future of space travel.


The 2004 ISDC played host to some of the world’s leading scientists, entrepreneurs, teachers, astronauts and experts on space development over the recent Memorial Day weekend.  One highlight at the 2004 conference was the Heinlein award which was voted by the NSS membership to James A. Lovell, Jr., the Apollo 13 astronaut and member of the Board of Governors of NSS.


In the interest of time, I will not go into further detail but invite the distinguished Committee members to visit the National Space Society website, particularly for details on this year’s ISDC at www.nss.org.  Thank you for your attention.


The CHAIRMAN:  Amanda Moore, thank you very much for your statement to the Committee as well as for your kind words to the Chair and the Bureau on behalf of the National Space Society.


Distinguished delegates and representatives, that was the last contribution scheduled for presentation this afternoon on agenda item 5.


Is there any other contribution this afternoon?  Any delegation wishing to take the floor?


I see none.


In the morning, we indicated that following our postponement of agenda item 5 today, we could take up agenda item 6.  At this very moment, I have no list before me showing that any delegation has indicated its intention to address this item today.  Is that the case or have delegates changed their minds and somebody wants to address the Committee on agenda item 6 this afternoon?


I see none.


We shall, therefore, continue consideration of agenda item 6, or let me say we shall continue agenda item 5 tomorrow morning when we convene but before we reconvene tomorrow, …  Although we have 30 minutes, I do not whether you would like to close the meeting now or not but in the absence of any speaker, I am obligated to adjourn the meeting so that you can all stretch your legs.


Do you want to adjourn the meeting?


Anyway, before I adjourn the meeting, let me say thank you very much all of you for your input and contributions into our work today.  What is very pleasing for me personally, looking at all of you from this side again, I have to pay attention, when I was at that __________ (not clear) I did not have to pay attention but now I have to pay attention and listen word for word so it is not an easy task but I like it and I am happy to be here to work with you.


In the absence of any more speakers on agenda items 5 and 6, I will adjourn this meeting but before doing so, I would like to inform delegates of our schedule of work for tomorrow morning.


In that regard, we will reconvene promptly, and I mean that word “promptly”, at 10.00 a.m. tomorrow morning.  At that time, we will continue consideration of agenda item 5, General Exchange of Views.  I sincerely request intending delegates to please let the Secretariat know by tonight their desire to speak tomorrow morning.


The same goes for agenda item 6, Ways and Means of Maintaining Outer Space for Peaceful Purposes.  Also the Secretariat would like to know those delegates that would like to take the floor tomorrow morning.


Also, time permitting, tomorrow, we will begin consideration of agenda item 7, Implementation of the Recommendations of UNISPACE III.


At the end of tomorrow morning’s session, China will be addressing us and will be making a presentation to all of us under agenda item 6.


And lastly, the Chair has been informed that following the agreement reached during the last round of the informal consultations of the Working Group on UNISPACE III + 5 Review, the Chairman of the Working Group, and that is Mr. Hedman of Sweden, intends to convene the first meeting of the Working Group tomorrow morning to commence its work.  And because of the need to finalize UNISPACE III + 5 Report Review at this session, the Chair is committed to give Mr. Hedman every support and all the time he needs to get you to work with him and support him to finalize this report.


Does anyone object to that?  We are going to have Mr. Hedman get his job done?  OK, thank you very much.


So Mr. Hedman, everybody is going to support you.


Are there any other questions or comments on this proposed schedule that I have just outlined?


OK, so that is agreeable to all of you.


Finally, I would like to remind all delegates and the Secretariat that they are all invited by Nigeria to a reception that Nigeria is hosting in the Mozart Room of the VIC Restaurant in this building tonight at 6.30 p.m.


Professor Boroffice, the Secretariat is asking me, and I cannot answer that question, you are the only one who can, he is telling me that delegates would probably not want to dangle around for one hour.  If somebody can quickly or maybe the Secretariat can quickly check with the VIC Restaurant, can we call that time to 6.00 p.m. rather than 6.30 p.m. because we had thought that you would finish here by 6.00 p.m. as planned by the Secretariat and wash your face for 30 minutes and then see us.  So please give me a minute for Professor Boroffice to check with the VIC Restaurant.


While they are doing that, let me just make some off the cuff remarks.


And that is, there are a number of people here I have not seen in many years.  I saw them when I first came into the United Nations and they are all here today.  I do not know why they are here, to salute the Committee, to rejoice with all of us, but in particular, I would like to welcome Mr. Brachette(?), the former Director-General of CNES(?), who is here with us.  Thank you very much for showing your face.


Now, we are looking at UNISPACE III + 5 and to really understand what we are doing with UNISPACE III + 5, all you need to do is to go to UNISPACE ’68, UNISPACE ’82, and there you can see the progression of how far we have advanced.  And Member States who are not here, who would be with us, when Committee IV takes up this subject in New York, expect to understand the outcome of your report here.  They are not(?) necessarily (not clear) members of COPUOS but will ask relevant questions on the report that you are going to present to them.  So let us try and make this report digestible and useful to address the needs of the human race.  That is all I say.


Now let us find out what is going on.  Apparently, they have shut down the telephone service in the catering area.  I think they thought we were going to do this to them.  Please bear with us for two minutes.  The Secretariat is trying very hard to link up with them.  Maybe the satellite is asleep.


Distinguished delegates and representatives, the Reception has been moved to 6.15 p.m. so we are sorry, I am not sorry because we are supposed to be here until 6.00 p.m.  The Reception will start at 6.15 p.m. and behalf of Nigeria, you are all cordially and warmly invited to be there with us.


So the meeting is adjourned until tomorrow.  Thank you very much.

The meeting closed at 5.38 p.m.

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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