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Chapterl 5. Preparations for the Third United Nations
; Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful
Introduction Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE lll) by the

Preparatory Committee for UNISPACE III.
1. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space P y ! o _
held its forty-second session at the United Nations Office 6. Report of the Scientific and Technical

at Vienna from 14 to 16 July 1999. The officers of the Subcommittee on the work of its thirty-sixth
Committee were as follows: session.

. 7. Report ofthe Legal Subcommittee on the work
Chairman

U. R. Rao (India) of its thirty-eighth session.

Other matters.
Vice-Chairman

‘ i ] Report of the Committee to the General
Raimundo Gonzélez (Chile)

Assembly.

Second Vice-Chairman/Rapporteur
Mohamed Ait Belaid (Morocco) C. Membership and attendance

The unedited verbatim transcripts of the meetings of the
Committee are contained in documents COPUOS/T.456- In accordance with General Assembly resolutions
461. 1472 A (XIV) of 12 December1959, 1721 E (XVI) of 20
Decemberl961, 3182 (XXVIII) of 18 @2cemberl973,
32/196 B of 20 Bcembef 977, 35/16 of 3 November 1980
A. Meetings of subsidiary bodies and 49/33 of 9 Decemb&®94 and decision 45/315 of 11
Decemberl990, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
2. The Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of tHeuter Space was composed of the following Member
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space had h&tates: Albania, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
its thirty-sixth session at the United Nations Office @enin, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Canada,
Vienna from 22 to 26 February 1999 under th€had, Chile, China, Colombia, Cub&zech Republic,
chairmanship of Dietrich Rex (Germany). The report of tHecuador, Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India,
Subcommittee was issued as document A/AC.105/719lndonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Italy, Japan,

3. The Legal Subcommittee of the Comitae on the Kazakhstan, Kenya, Lebz?mon, Mexm_o, Mor?gollla,
) ) .~ Morocco, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space had held its thirty-eig . e )
; . : X : akistan, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of
session at the United Nations Office at Vienna from 1 1 . . . .
. . o orea; Romania, Russian Federation, Senegal, Sierra
5 March 1999 under the chairmanship of Vladimir Kopi ! . .
. . eone, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab
(Czech Republic). The report of the Subcommittee was : . . .
\ , ) epublic, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great
issued as document A/AC.105/721. The uneditedatarb _ =7 ) ;

: : : Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America,
transcripts of the meetings of the Subcommittee AL quay. Venezuela. Viet Nam and Yugoslavia
contained in documents COPUOS/Legal/T.613-621. guay, ' 9 '

6. At its 456th and 458th to 460th meetings, the

_ Committee decided to invite, at their request, the

B. Adoption of the agenda representatives of Algeria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bolivia,
Costa Rica, Finland, Guatemala, the Holy See,

4.  Atits opening meeting, the Committee adopted th&ixembourg, Malaysia, Namibia, Peru, Saudi Arabia,
following agenda: Slovakia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tunisia and the United
Arab Emirates to attend its forty-second session and to

1. Adoption of the agenda. address it, as appropriate, on the understanding that it

2. Election of officers. would be without prejudice to further requests of that

3. Statement by the Chairman. nature and that it would not involve any decision of the
) Committee concerning status.

4 General exchange of views.

7. Representatives of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the
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World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and theScientific and Technical Subcommittee at its thirty-sixth
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) alatiended session, in 1999 (A/AC.105/719, para. 91).

the session. 12. At its 456th meeting, the Committee elected

8. Representatives of the European Space Agendphamed Ait Belaid (Morocco) as Second Vice-
(ESA), the International Mobile Satellite OrganizatiorChairman/Rapporteur of the Committee for the remainder
(IMSO), the International Organization of Spacefthe term of that office.

Communications (INTERSPUTNIK), the Committee o3 At its thirty-eighth session, in 1999, the Legal

Space Research (COSPAR), the International Academyéubcommittee had been informed that Véaclav Mikulka

Astronagtlcs (IAA), the Intgrnatlonal AStr_onaUt'C_al(Czech Republic) would be unable to complete his term of
Federation (IAF), the International Astronomical Uniofigice as Chairman of the Legal Subcommittee. The
(IAU) and the International Society for Phomgrammet.%ommittee recalled that, accordance with the agreement

and Remote Sensing (ISPRS) also attended the S€SSIQHat it had reached in 199@any election taking place in

9. Alist of delegations and representatives attending ta&ubcommittee to replace an officer who was not able to
session is contained in document A/JAC.105/1999/XLII/INF/tomplete a term should be approved retroactively by the
The States members of the@mittee attending the sessiorCommittee at its session held in the same year. The
were: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, BrazilCommittee noted that, in accordance with agreed
Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Czephocedure, the Legal Subcommittee, at its thirty-eighth
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, France, Germany, Greesession, had elected Vladimir Kopal (Czech Republic) as
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iragzhairman of the Legal Subcommittee for the remainder of
Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Lebanon, Mexicthe term of that office (A/AC.105/721, para. 2).

Morocco, Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, Rhilippingizl. At its 456th meeting,
Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russi
Federation, S.enegalz SOUth Africa, Spain, Sudgn,_Swe @public) as Chairman of the Legal Subcommittee for the
Turkey, Ukraine, Umted Kingdom of Qreat Britain an?e&nainder of the term of that office.

Northern Ireland, United States of America, Venezuela an

Viet Nam.

the Committee approved
roactively the election of Vladimir Kopal (Czech

E. Statements
D. Proceedings 15. Atits456th and 457th meetings, the Committee held
a general exchange of views, in the course of which
statements were made by the representatives of Colombia,
10. Atits forty-first session, in 1998, the Committee oBcuador (on behalf of the Group of Latin American and
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space had been informed tBatibbean States), France, Germangdge, the Republic
Mouslim Kabbaj (Morocco) would be unable to completef Korea, Romania, India, Indonesia and the United States
his term of office as Second Vice-Chairman/RapporteurafAmerica.
the C;ommntee. The_Comm|ttee haitalleq the agreement 6. Atthe 456th meeting, the Director of the Office for
that it had reached n 199.7 on the Wo_rkmg mt_athods oft Titer Space Affairs made a statement reviewing the work
Committee andltssubS|dlarybod?eah|ch provided th".it of the Office during the previous year, the situation
when any o.fncer COUId_ not complete a term, the r'.sg'onraégarding the preparations for the Third United Nations
group holding the office concerned should nom'n"’Ite{}}iaonference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer

candidate to be elected at the beginning of the session Féce (UNISPACE I11) and the documentation before the
immediately followed the termination of that officer'sCommittee

tenure.

Bureau of the Committee

7. At its 460th meeting, the Committee heard a
tement by the Expert on Space Applications of the
C flice for Outer Space Affairs. At the 456th meeting, a

Gr?u_% of African St‘?‘tes h%(_jdnon;ma:]ed fhf{loha;ned ecial presentation was made by the representative of the
Belaid (Morocco) as its candidate for the office of Seco erican Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics

Vice-Chairman/Rapporteur ofthe Committee. In additio AIAA) on the space exhibition for UNISPACE III
the nomination had been brought to the attention of the '

1
11. The Committee noted that its members had be
informed in a note verbale dated 22 October 1998 that
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18. After considering the various items before it, th&he Working Group had also had before it documents
Committee, atits 461st meeting, on 16 July 1999, adoptedntaining the recommendations of the regional
its report to the General Assembly taming the preparatory conferences for UNISPACE llI for Asia and

recommendations and decisions set out below. the Pacific and for Africa and the Middle East
(A/CONF.184/PC/L.5) and for Latin America and the
Chapterll Caribbean and for Eastern Europe

(A/CONF.184/PC/L.5/Add.1). The Working Group had
also had before it a report prepared by the Secretariat on

. . . . organizational matters relating to the holding of
A. Preparations for the Third United Nations  yNISPACE 11l (A/CONF.184/PC/L.4) and conference

Recommendations and decisions

Conference on the Exploration and room papers (A/CONF.184/PC/CRP.12 and Add.1)
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE prepared by the Secretariat containing additional and
l1) by the Preparatory Committee for updated information for that report.
UNISPACE I 22. Concerning the preparation of the draft report of
UNISPACE IlI, the Working Group of the Whole had
1. Background considered, section by section, the revised text of the draft

19. The Preparatory Committee for the Third UnitegPOrt: On the basis of comments and proposals made in

Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful US3€ Working Group, it had prepared a revised draft of the
of Outer Space (UNISPACE I11) noted that the Gener¥jenna declaration (A/CONF.184/PC/CRP.18/Rev.1), to

Assembly, in its resolution 53/45 of 3 Decemb@88, had which all the recommendations of the regional preparatory

noted with satisfaction that the conference would @nferences for UNISPACE Iil would be annexed. The

convened at the United Nations Office at Vienna from 1J0rking Group had agreed that, on the basis of the

to 30 July 1999 as a special session of the CommitteeS@nments mgde, the executi_ve secret_ar_iatshould r_evise the
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, open to all stafsaft of the Vienna Declaration and finish preparing the
Members of the United Nations. The Preparato%’alct report well ahead of the 1999 session of the
Committee also noted that tAssembly, in paragraph 22 reparatory Committee, for distribution to all Member
of resolution 53/45, had endorsed the recommendationSHHES-

the Preparatory Committee at its 1998 session, contair®3d The Preparatory Committee noted that the Working
in the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses®foup of the Whole had made recommendations on issues
Outer Space on its forty-first sessiband had requestedrelated to the orgamation of UNISPACE 11, including the

the Preparatory Committee, the Advisory Committee awistribution of offices of the General Committee, the
the executive secretariat for UNISPAGE to carry out establishment of a drafting group, the allocation of agenda
their tasks in accordance with those recommendationstems and the schedule of work of the Plenary, Committee

20. The Preparatory Committee noted that, in accordan@d Com_mittee Il and arrangements for the activities of
with paragraph 18 of resolution 53/45, the Adviso'r“\{ge Technical Forum (A/AC.105/719, annex |, paras. 12-

Committee had reconvened the Working Group of t
Whole, under the chairmanship of Ulrike ButscheR4. The Preparatory Committee also noted that the
(Austria), to assist the Advisory Committee in finalizind\dvisory Committee, at its 1999 session, had adopted the
its preparatory work for UNISPACE Ill. The Preparatoryeport of the Working Group of the Whole and had noted
Committee also noted that the chairperson had beéat the report would provide the basis for the Preparatory
assisted by Latha Reddy (India) in coordinating the wo@ommittee to finalize its preparations for UNISPACE Il
on organizational matters concerning UNISPACE IIl. (A/AC.105/719, para. 17).

21. The Preparatory Committee also noted that, at #5. The Preparatory Committee also noted that the Legal
1999 session, the Working Group of the Whole had h&dbcommittee, at its thirty-eighth session 1899, had
before it a note by the Secretariat (A/CONF.184/PC/dgviewed the text of the subsection entitled “International
containing the revised text of the full draft report, preparagace law” of the revised text of the draft report of
on the basis of detailed comments made by the Preparatdkf SPACE 111 (A/CONF.184/PC/1) and had provided
Committee at its 1998 session, and the revised draft texdsnments on the text. The Legal Subcommittee had agreed
of the Vienna declaration on space and humahat those comments should be reflected in the final full
development and the executive summary of the draft repaitaft report to be prepared by the Secretariat. The Legal

3
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Subcommittee had also agreed that comments mademade on the text at its 1999 session, should be forwarded
paragraph 323 of the revised text of the draft report duririg UNISPACE Il for consideration.

its thirty-eighth session should be brought tothe attention

of the Preparatory Committee (A/AC.105/721, paras. 69¢b) Organization

71). 30. Withregardtothe offices of the General Committee,
26. The Preparatory Committee noted that the Genethe Preparatory Committee had before it a note verbale
Assembly, in paragraph 27 ofresolution 53/45, had agreegdted 12 July 1999 from the Russian Federation informing
that pre-Conference consultations by all States Membahg Office for Outer Space Affairs that Yuri Koptev would
ofthe United Nations should be convened on 18 July 1999t be able to fulfil his duties as Vice-Chairman of
atthe site of UNISPACE I, within existing resources, anCommittee 1. The Preparatory Committee noted that
had requested the Preparatory Committee to report durikig. Koptev had been recommended by the Advisory
the consultations on the work that it had conducted. Til@mmittee as the candidate for that office. The Preparatory
Preparatory Committee noted that its recommendatioG®mmittee agreed that Alexander V. Yakovenko (Russian
concerning the organizational and procedural mattefederation) should be the candidate for Vice-Chairman of
relating to UNISPACHII would be reflected in a document Committee | and that the composition and distribution of
to be prepared by the Secretariat for consideration duritige offices for UNISPACE Il should be as follows: for the

the pre-Conference consultations. Plenary, U. R. Rao (India) as President, Raimundo
Gonzalez (Chile) as Vice-President, and Mohamed Ait
2. Action taken by the Preparatory Committee Belaid (Morocco) as Rapporteur-General; for Committee

27. The Preparatory Committee, having considered t eDIemCh Rex (Germany) as Chairman, Alexander V.

recommendations made by the Advisory Committe akovenko (Russian Federation) as Vice-Chairman and
endorsed the report of the Working Group of the Wholg* A. Bor.ofﬁce (N|g_er|a) as Vlg_e—Challrman and
(AJAC.105/719, annex Il). The Preparatory Committe apporteur, for pqmmlttee Il, Shunji Mura! (Japan) as
agreed that the report of the Working Group provided th ha!rman, V:jaEw_err(lopaIhﬁC_zeclglrlfep;bllql) as \\//.'08'
basis for the Preparatory Committee to carry out the ta airman and Rmz ytvan‘ eldra; Itho gl' rahZ| .) af‘F ce-
entrusted to it by the General Assembly in paragraph airman and rapporteur, and for the fechnical Forum,
of resolution 53/45. eter Jankowitsch (Austria) as Chairman.
31. Concerning the membership of the Drafting Group,
(a) Preparations of the draft report tobechaired bythe Rapporteur-General of the Plenaryand

28. The Preparatory Committee had before it a note E& gonS|st of two representatives from each_ of the five
régional groups, chosen on the basis of the

the Secretariat (A/CONF.184/3 and Corr.1) Comainingthr%commendations by the Advisory Committee
text of the draft report of UNISPACE I, which had bee!é: y Y
X

: : . A/AC.105/719, annex Il, para. 14), the Preparatory
revised by the Secretariat on the basis of comments m Smmittee agreed that the following individuals should be
by the Advisory Committee at its 1999 session. The te 9 9

!ar]cluded in the Drafting Group: Dawlat Hassen (Egypt)

also reflected the comments made by the Leg . . . T
Subcommittee at its thirty-eighth session, in 1999, on t@end Mongezi Tshongweni (South Africa), for Africa;

subsection entitled “International space law” in an earln?r”dhara Murthy (India) and Mazlan Gthman (Malaysia),

version of the draft report (A/CONF.184/PC/1). Thegr Asia and the Pacific; Dumitru Dorin Prunariu

Preparatory Committee also had before it a conferen Romania) and Arif Mehdiyev (Azerbaijan), for Eastern

e
room paper (A/CONF.184/PC/CRR) containing P

urope; Alejandra Bonilla (Colombia) and Héctor Radul
comments made by the Legal Subcommittee on text no(talaez (Argentina), for Latin America and the Caribbean;
includedin that subsection, aswell astechnical correctio

and Gabriella Venturini (Italy) and Lynn F. H. Cline
made by the European Assation for the International nited States of America), for Western Europe and other
Space Year.
29. The Preparatory Committee considered, section
section, the text of the draft report contained in the NOW o as the Vice-Chairmen of those bodies. The

by the Secretariat (A/CONF.184/3 and Corr.1). Th ;
. . reparatory Committee recommended that the text of rule
Preparatory Committee agreed that the revised tc-\.}<t h fth . | rul ¢ ¢
contained in that document, together with the comment paragraph 1, of the provisional rules o proc_e_dure 0
' ISPACE IIl (A/CONF.184/2) should be modified to

Ez. The Preparatory Committee agreed that the

e%\pporteurs of Committee | and Committee Il should also
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reflect that agreement. Having endorsed thaevelopedcountriesand personsfromdevelopingcountries
recommendations of the Advisory Committee on theho would be participating in activities of the Technical
participation of national organizations and on th&orum.

statements to be made by space-related international

organizations without observer status with the Generald) Work to be conducted after UNISPACE Il

Assembly or the Qomittee on the Peaceful Uses of Oute ; :
. TheP t tt thatth t
Space (A/AC.105/719, annex Il, paras. 18 and 19), tI%S e Preparatory Committee agreed that the executive

. Bcretariat should prepare a report, for submission to the
Preparatory Committee agreed thatthe texts of rules 15 é: brep b

g . General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session, on the
160fthepr0w3|onalrulesofpr_ocedureshouldbemod|f|e ganizational matters relating to UNISPACE III,
to reflect those recommendations.

providing other entities in the United Nations system with
guidelines on using existing resources to organize a
conference on global issues.

33. ThePreparatory Committee noted with appreciatiofy - e preparatory Committee recommended that the
thatthe Government of Austria, the province of Styria, tl-gy

(c) Voluntary contributions

ity of dthe citvof Vi had ided sub .Working Group of the Whole be reconvened by the
city of Graz and the city of Vienna had provided substantigcie nific and Technical Subcommittee atits thirty-seventh
financial assistance by renting space in the Austria Cen

. . = ) &ssion, in 2000, to assist the Subcommittee in considering
Vienna, seconding a junior professional staff member {Q ¢ ,ture work in the light of the recommendations of
the Office for Outer Space Affairs, co-sponsoring thg\ spacE i

activities of the Technical Forum, in particular the Space
Generation Forum, providing financial assistance to

participants from developing countries and organizingg Report of the Scientific and Technical

social activities for participants of UNISPACE Ill. The Subcommittee on the work of its thirty-
Preparatory Committee also noted with appreciation the sixth session

contributions of the Government of France, the Indian
Space Research Organization, the National Space . . .
Development Agency of Japan and the National Oceanic: The Com_mltt_e.e took note ‘,N'th appremat_lon of the
and Atmospheric Administration of the United States gfport oftheSmen_Uﬁcand Techn|cal Subcommittee on the
America for seconding experts to augment the capacity ¥Pr« Of its thirty-sixth session (A/AC.105/719), covering
the executive secretariat in preparing for and servicirL e results of its dellberatl_ons on th_e items assigned to it
UNISPACE Ill. The Preparatory Committee further note y the General Assembly in resolution 53/45.
with appreciation the cash and in-kind contributions by the _
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 1- Space debris
Northern Ireland, the Centre national d’études spacialgs. The Committee noted that, in accordance with
of France, the British National Space Centre and ESA, assolution 53/45, the Scientific and Technical
well as AIAA, Austrian Aerospace, Austrian Airlines,Subcommittee had continued its consideration of the
Austrospace, the Boeing Company, Imax Filmtheatefgenda item on space debris on a priority basis. The
Lockheed Martin Space Operations, Mobilkom Austriacommittee took note of the discussion of the Subcommittee
Optikhaus Binder and Saab Ericsson Aerospace, whigh space debris, as reflected in its report (A/AC.105/719,
enabled the executive secretariat to support tparas. 19-42).
Qrganlzatlon of the Space Generation Forum, publish t . The Committee agreed with the Scientific and
final programme, reproduce posters, rent ComceremI:gchnical Subcommittee that consideration of space debris
facilities and provide financial assistance to participants_ . . . pa
from developing countries. was important and that mternanonal cooperation was
needed to expand appropriate and affordable strategies to
34. The Preparatory Committee noted that the questigtinimize the potential impact of space debris on future
of the participation of least developed countries had begpace missions and that Member States should pay more
raised in the Fourth Committee of the Gendérsdembly attention to the problem of collisions of spacgeots,
atitsfifty-third session. The Preparatory Committee notddcluding those with nuclear power sources, with space
with satisfaction that, through voluntary contributions, theebris, and other aspects of space debris, in accordance
executive secretariat had been able to provide a limitegth paragraph 31 of resolution 53/45 (A/AC.105/719,
amount of financial assistance to delegations of least
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paras.20and?21). The @mittee also agreed that nationa#4. The Committee agreed that the Subcommittee, at its
research on space debris should continue. thirty-seventh session, should review international

40. The Committee noted with satisfaction th(,jlf'mplication ofthe International Telecommunication Union
following the invitation of the Scientific and TechnicaI(ITU) standards and IADC recommendations concerning

Subcommittee, arepresentative of the Inter-Agency Spa{eghdi_sposafl olfl_sfateTIIri]tes in ge(f)fsynchron:)dus orbitat tgedend
Debris Coordination Committee (IADC) had made grtheir useful lite. The area offocus could be expanded to

technical presentation on the subject of space debffigiude ;he d'SpOSS_l of udpze[) stages used to acgle\_/eh
mitigation practices. The Committee agreed with th@0Syncnronous or Its and debris Issues associated wit

Scientific and Technical Subcommittee that IADC Shoulgeosynchrgngush transfir .Iprblts. h The .Cont;mntr?e
be invited to make a technical presentation on its work f§eommended that, to facilitate the review by the

the thirty-seventh session of the SubcommitteduPcommittee, the Secretatrshould compile relevant data

(A/AC.105/719, para. 25) on space objects in geosynchronous orbit.

41, The Committee noted with satisfaction that tha®: Some delegations expressed the view that, in view of

Scientific and Technical Subcommittee had concluded i£3€ completion Dby the Scientific and Technical

work according to the multi-year work plan that it ha ubcommittee of the multi-year work plan and the

adopted at its thirty-second session to address specfﬁghn'cal report on space debris, the Committee should

topics relating to space debris to be covered during t,r]eequest the Legal Subcommittee to consider presenting its

period 1996-1998. In particular, the Committee noted th4Ws On thel applicability ofdths _existing outerdspac;:-]
the Subcommittee had adopted its drafttechnical reporth‘?"’lt'.eS In relation to space debris, as proposed in the
space debris (A/AC.105/707), which contained th orking paper (AJAC.105/L.221 and Corr.1) presented by

technical changes and amendments proposed during anceon behalf of Austria, Canada, the Czech Republic,

inter-sessional period, together with the changes propos rmany, Greece, Hungary, Indiely, Poland, Portugal,

bythe drafting group during the thirty-sixth session of th weden and the United K‘”Qdo”.‘ of Great Britain and
Subcommittee (A/AC.105/719, para. 35). NorthernIreland, and reproducedin annexlltothe present

report. Other delegations expressed the view that it was
42. The Committee noted with satisfaction that thtj|| premature for the Legal Subcommittee to discuss the
Subcommittee had submitted to it the final text of th%sue of space debris and that the discussion should be
technical report on space debris (A/AC.105/720). Theostponed at least until the technical report had been

Committee recommended that the technical report Shoq'{brough|yana|ysed by Member States andrelevant space-
be widely distributed, including by making it available tqe|ated organizations and industry.

UNISPACE llI, the Legal Subcommittee at its thirty-ninth .
session, in 2000, international entities, such as COSPAZL'?,' .The view was expressed that a database on space
IAA, IAF and IADC, and scientific gatherings such as thgebrls should be developed.

annual IAF Congress. 47. The Committee agreed that the Scientific and
hT chnical Subcommittee should continue the conatater
space debris, as a priority item, at its thirty-seventh

sssion.

43. The Committee agreed that the adoption of t
technical report on space debris at its thirty-sixth sessid
was an important achievement. It also agreed that, owifi
to the complexity of the space debris issue, discussions . )

should continue in order to ensure further progress in2- 1he United Nations Programme on Space
developing an understanding of the issue. It also agreed APPlications and the coordination of space
thatIADC, as the international organization of expertson  activities within the United Nations system
space debris, should continue to briefthe Subcommittee ofa) United Nations Programme on Space
theissue on anannual basis, thatthe Subcommittee should Applications

assess the effectiveness of existing mitigation practices a At the outset of the deliberations on thejsal the
the extent to which they were being implemented andthe pert on Space Applications reviewed the activities
efforts to model and characterize the debris environme@érried out and planned under the United Nations

snou:(cjl tt):ontln_ue. ('jl'he technlcgltrepocrlt ?1” slzet)ce deE’? gramme on Space Applications during the period 1998-
should be reviewed as appropriate and should be Upaajefag the committee expressed its appreciation to the
as new technological developments occurred and as

technical understandi fth debri . pert for the manner in which he had implemented the
ir?1cprr<])|\f:d understanding otthe space debris enV'ronm'sélr&ivities of the Programme within the limited funds at his

6



A/54/20

disposal, in particular, the organization of the regional  (¢) United Nations/IAF Workshop on Space: An
preparatory conferences for UNISPACE III. Integral Part of Sustainable Development, being co-

49. The Committee took note of the activities of th§P0nsored by ESA and the European Commission and

Programme as set out in the report of the Scientific a ganized in cooperation Wi.th the G_overnment of the

Technical Subcommittee (A/AC.105/719, paras. 47-57\etherlands and the_InternatlonaI Instltute for Aerospace
The Committee was pleased to note that further progr grvehy 3nd’5arﬁh ISCI%NC?S, to be held in Qmsterdam abnd
was being made in the implementation of the activities gfgsc_ ede, Netherlands, from 30 September to 3 October

the Programme planned for 1999. !
(d) Regional workshop on the role of the African
() United Nations conferences, training courses andRegional Centre for Space Science and Technology
workshops Education —in English language in national and regional

50. With regard to the United Nations workShOpSge?\Fl)?leorELne?nfégg.) be held inlle-lfe, Nigeria, in

training courses and conferences carried out in the firs
half of 1999, the Committee expressed its appreciationto (€) Post-UNISPACE Il briefing at the Second
the following: Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on Space Apgiions

. or Sustainable Development, to be heldin New Delhifrom
(a) The Government of Romania, as well as ESA{.L’S t0 20 November 1999

for co-sponsoring the Regional Preparatory Conference for
the Third United Nations Conference on the Exploration2. The Committee endorsed the following programme of
and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space for Eastern Europ@rkshops, training courses, symposia and conferences
hosted by the Romanian Space Agency and held phanned for 2000:

Bucharest from 25 to 29 January 1999; (@) Tenth United Nations/Sweden International

(b) The GovernmentofJordan, aswell as ESA, fofraining Course on Remote Sensing Education for
co-sponsoring the Workshop on Basic Space Science, hEfducators;

in Mafrag, Jordan, from 13 to 17 March 1999; (b) United Nations/ESA/COSPAR Workshop on
(c) AIAA, for organizing the Workshop on Data Analysis Techniques, to be held in India;

International Space Cooperation: Solving Global Problems, (c) United Nations/Austria symposium on space

held in Bermuda from 11 to 15 April 1999; technology and development, to be held in Graz, Austria;

(d) TheGoyernmentofSweden,representedbythe (d) United Nations/IAF workshop on space
Swedish International Development Agency, for cQgchnology for the benefit of developing countries, to be
sponsoring the Ninth United Nations/Sweden Irdéomal  heid in Rio de Janeiro:

Training Course on Remote Sensing Education for

Educators, held in Stockholm and Kiruna, Sweden, from (&)  Ninth United Nations/ESA Workshop on Basic
3 May to 11 June 1999. Space Science: Satellites and Networks of Telescopes —

Tools for Global Participation in the Study ofthe Universe,

51. The Committee endorsed the programme of Unitgd pe held in Toulouse, France, from 13 to 16 June 2000.
Nations workshops, training courses, symposia and

conferences planned for the remaining part of 19983- The Committee noted that other activities would be
including the following, which were described in the repoiRf9@nized under the auspices of the United Nations

of the Expert on Space Applications (A/AC.105/715rogramme on Space Applications on the basis of
annex IV): recommendations of UNISPACE III.

(a) United Nations/China/ESA Conference op4- The Committee noted with appreciation financial
Space Applications in Promoting Samable Agriculture, contributions of $22,000 from the Government of Austria

to be held in Beijing from 14 to 17 September 1999; and $85,000 from ESA to implement the activities of the

. . . Programme.
(b) Second United Nations/Spain Workshop on

Space Technology for Emergency Aid/Search and Rese 1he Committee noted with appreciation the
Satellite-Aided Tracking System for Ships in Distress, 8r0Vision, by host countries and entities, of expertsto serve

be held in Maspalomas, Gran Canaria,Spain,inSeptemSéri”S”UCtors and speakers in activities of the United
1999 Nations Programme on Space Applications. It also noted

the financial and other assistance that had been or would
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be provided to the Programme by the Department of (d) Follow-up tothe United Nationsinternational
Physical Geography of Stockholm University, Sweden; theaining course series in Sweden on remote sensing
Centro Espacial de Canarias of the Instituto Nacional @ducation for educators;

TécnicaAeroe_spaciaI of Spain; the In.stitu'ge of Astronomy (e) Contribution to the Committee on Earth
and Space Sciences, Al al-Bayt University, Jordan; the,qeryation Satellites proposal on the Integrated Global
Ministry of Science and Technology and the Ministry Obbserving Strategy.

Agriculture of China; the Romanian Space Agency; and

SSC Satellitbild, Sweden. . . L
(iv) Promotion of greater cooperation in space

science and technol
(i) Long-term fellowships for in-depth training nology

56. The C . d - S f59. The Committee noted that the United Nations was
" € omml_ttee expresse appre_matlon to ESA BBIIaboratingwithinterationalprofessional bodies within

having offered f|v_e training fellowships and to t_h he space community to promote the exchange of
Government of China for having offered tWOfeHOWSh'p%xperience on space activities. The United Nations

in various areas relating to space activities for the peri(]a_giro oot
: : gramme on Space Applications had co-sponsored the
1998-1999. The status of the fellowships for the periqg,itaq Nations/IAF Workshop on Expanding the User

1998-1993 and the countries whose candidates héammunityOfSpaceTechnologyin Developing Countries,
received fellowships were indicated in the report of the .\ i Melbourne. Australia. in September 1998, in
Expert on Space Applications(A/AC.105/715,annexll)Conjunction with  the forty,-ninth IAE Congreés.

57. The Committee noted that it was important tBarticipants from developing countries at the Workshop
increase the opportunities for in-depth ealien in all also attended the Congress.

areas O.f space science and technology an.d rela%%i_ The Committee noted that the United Nations

applications priects through long-term fellowships ands 5 amme on Space Applications had co-sponsored the

urged Member States to make such opportunities availablgtjipation of scientists from developing countriesin the

at their relevant institutions. thirty-second Scientific Assembly of COSPAR, held in
Nagoya, Japan, from 12 to 19 July 1998.

) 61. The Committee noted that the United Nations
58. The Committee noted that the Programme hastogramme on Space Applications would co-sponsor the
provided technical advisory services in SUPPOrtof§ois  harticipation of scientists from developing countries in the
on regional space applications, as indicated in the repgjjted Nations/IAF Workshop on Space: An Integral Part
of the Expert on Space Applications (A/AC.105/715¢ systainable Development, to be held in Amsterdam and

(iii) Technical advisory services

paras. 20-35), including the following: Enschede from 30 September to 3 October 1999, in
(a) Assistance in the growth and oagon of the conjunction with the fiftieth IAF Congress, and that
Asia-Pacific Satellite Communications Council; participants at the Workshop would also attend the

(b) Collaboration with several African CountriesCongress, which would be held from 4 to 8 October 1999.

on the implementation of the gest on coopeative
information network linking scientists, educators,
professionals and decision makers in Africa (COPINER2. The Committee noted with satisfaction that the Office
pursuant to one of the recommendations of the Unitdéor Outer Space Affairs had continued to develop a World
Nations Regional Conference on Space Technology fof i d e Web h ome page
Sustainable Developmentin Africa, heldin Dakar from 2http://www.un.org. @/OOSA/indextiml), including both

to 29 October 1993, regarding the establishment, asrdormation sources within the United Nations system and
matter of urgency, of an efficient communications networ&ccess to external databases.

among African and European professionals and scientig@. The Committee noted with satisfaction the

at the national, continental and intercontinental Ievelsbublication of the document entitled “Seminars of the

(c) Collaborationwith ESAon followp activities United Nations Programme on Space Applications:
relating to the series of workshops on basic space scierSalected Papers on Remote Sensing, Space Science and
and on the use of Earth observation data; Information Technology” (A/AC.105/711).

(b) International space information service
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64. The Committee noted with satisfaction the(d) Regional and interregional cooperation
publication of abooklet enitled Space for Development 69. The Committee noted with appreciation the
whl_ch.gave ?]etaneq gescn‘ptlons of past and CurreE'{)ntinuing efforts undertaken by the United Nations
actlv_|t|e§ of the Unlt_e _Na_tlons I_Drogramme.o_n_ SIOa(fgrogramme on Space Applications, in accordance with
Applications and an indication of its future activities. General Assembly resolution 45/72 of 11 Decenti90

in leading an international effort to establish regional

(c) Coordination of space activities within the centres for space science and technology education in
United Nations system and inter-agency existing national or regional educational institutions in
cooperation developing countries. The Committee also noted that, once

65. The Committee noted that the Genésdembly, in established, each centre could expand and become part of
paragraph 24 of its resolution 53/45, had encouraged alhetwork that could cover specific programme elements
Member States, organizations within the United Natiorf¢lated to space science and technology in established
system and other international organizations with spatstitutions in each region.

activities to contribute activelyto achieving thgemtives 79 The Committee recalled that the Genasdembly,

of UNISPACE IIl. in its resolution 50/27 of 6 DecemhE®95, had endorsed
66. The Committee continued to stress teeassity of the recommendation of the Committee that the centres be
ensuring continuous and effective consultations are$tablished onthe basis of affiliation to the United Nations
coordination in the field of outer space activities amon@s early as possible and that such affiliation would provide
organizations within the United Nations system and tiiBe centres with the necessary recognition and would
avoidance of duplicative activities. The Committee als#irengthen the possibilities of attracting donors and of
noted that the United Nations Programme on Spa€stablishing academic relationships with national and
Applications should enhance coordination efforts witinternational space-related institutions.

regional space events such as the Regional Spgee The Committee recalled thatthe Genérsembly,
Applications Programme for Sustainable Development g jis resolution 53/45, had noted with satisfaction that, in
Asia and the Pacific of the Economic and Sociglccordance with paragraph 30 of its resolution 50/27, the
Commission for Asia and the Pacific. Centre for Space Science and Technology Education in
67. TheCommittee noted withssfaction thatthe Inter- Asia and the Pacific had continued its education
Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities had held itgrogramme in 1998 and that significant progress had been
nineteenth session at the United Nations Office at Vien@ghieved in establishing regional centres for space science
on 2 and 3 June 1998 and that the report on i&nd technology education in the other regions.
deliberations (A/AC.105/701) and the report of they  The Committee noted with satisfaction that the
Secretary-General on coordination of outer spaceitie8v cantre for Space Science and Technology Education in
within the United Nations system: programme of work fojgja and the Pacific had commenced its seventh nine-
1998 and 1999 and future years (A/AC.105/700) Wetfonth course at the Space Applications Centre at
before the Committee. Ahmedabad, India, on 1 July 1999. The course would
68. The Committee noted that the sessions of the Int@oentinue until 31 March 2000. The theme ofthe course was
AgencyMeeting on Outer Space Activities would continugatellite communications.

to be convened at the United Nations Office at Viennaa®  The Committee recommendedthat the MemtaeS

to be hosted by the Office for Outer Space Affairs prior tgoncerned in Asia and the Pacific should hold further
the sessions of the Scientific and Technical SchommittESnsultations, with the assistance of the Office for Outer
each year, without prejudice to any invitation by a@gaoe Affairs, with a view to making the Centre for Space

interested agencyto host a session atits headquarters. F éhnology Education in Asia and the Pacific grow into
Committee noted that the twentieth session of the Inte{-hetwork of nodes.

Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities, scheduled to ) , ) )
be held at the United Nations Office at Vienna from 2 t§4- The Committee noted with satisfaction that the
4 February 2000, would address, among other thing%f”ca” Regional Centre for Space Science and Technology

coordination of activities related to the plan of action of~ N Frenchlanguage hadbeen inaugurated on 24 October
UNISPACE 111 1998 in Morocco. The Committee also noted with

satisfaction: (a) that the Regional Centre would convene
afirst session oftraining in remote sensing and geographic
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information systems in January 2000 and a second sesdilba Network had held a meeting in February 1999 to
of training in space telecommunication in the spring afiscuss further procedures for the operation ofthe Network.

2000; (b) that the Regional Centre had prepared The Committee noted that the satellite-based

quest_ionr)aire tobe sent.to.Member_Stgtes, for CornIOIeti@b.PINE project would offer an excellent opportunity for
by scientists and specialized institutions, and that thge eychange of information needed to promote progress
information gathered by means ofthe questlonnawewoqqu health care, agriculture, education, science and
be incorporated in an annual directory of information Ofbchnology and the management and survey of natural
African capabilities in space science and technology; apgds,rcesand the environment in Africa. The Committee
() that the Regional Centre was planning to organiz& e that such cooperation would provide long-term
workshop on its scientific orientation, in order to identify,o nofjts to the participating African countries and would
the needs of African countries in the area of space sciengg, ribute to economic growth in the region. The
and technology, and that the workshop would be hewy,mmittee also noted that the Provisional Governing
before the convening of the regular meeting of itg,, 4 of COPINE, at its meeting held in London on 27
Administrative Council, which was expected to be held IRpril 1998, had made conclusions and recommendations
late October and early November 1999. concerning the future of the project (A/AD5/715, para.

75. The Committee also noted with satisfaction that tHl). It was noted that the Office for Outer Space Affairs
African Regional Centre for Space Science and Technologgs continuing consultations on the implementation ofthe
Education — in English language had been inauguratpdoject with a number of interested countries.

on 24 November 1998 in Nigeria. A document on th 0. The Committee noted with satisfaction that the

proposed activities of the Regional Centre, which had beF@éional preparatory conferences for UNISPACE il had

developed for |mplgmentatlon n March 1999, as well 85,6 g promote regional and interregional cooperation.
other matters relating to the Regional Centre, would be

reviewed at the resumed session of the Governing Bodtd: The Committee emphasized the importance of
in September 1999. regional and international cooperation in making the

) , i i benefits of space technology available to all countries by
76. The Committee noted with satisfaction that thg,.p, cooperative activities as sharing payloads,

regional Centre for Space Science and Technologysseminating information on spin-off benefits, ensuring

Education in Latin America and the Caribbean, to b@ompatibility of space systems and providinmess to
located in Brazil and Mexico, was to be inaugurated ilréunch capabilities at reasonable cost.

1999 andthat, in prepation for the opening of the campus

of the Centre in Brazil, the National Institute for Space
Research of Brazil had carried out a number of activities
for the benefit of States in the region, as presented in the

report of the Expert on Space Applications (A/AC.105/7182. The Committee noted witassfaction thatthetheme
para. 12). fixed for special attention at the thirty-seventh session of

. . he Scientific and Technical Subcommittee should be
/7. The Committee noted that missions had been sen{ ace commercialization: an era of new opportunities”.

Jordan andthe Syrian Arab Republicfrom 24 Juneto1J Yie Committee also noted that COSPAR and IAE. in

1998 to evaluate the establishment of aregional centre i on with Member States, should be invited to arrange

space science and technology education in western Agl ymposium with as wide a participation as possible, to
andthatthereports ofthose missionswere beingfinaliz%d ;

in consultation with the Governments ofthe two countrie%e held during the first week of the thirty-seventh session

with a view to selecting a host country for the Centre I the Subcommittee, in order to complement its
9 y " discussions onthe specialtheme (A/AQ5/719, para. 81).

78. The Committee noted that a mission had been s
to Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary, Poland, Romania a%‘
Turkey from 24 November to 7 Decemid&98, with the
objective of undertaking a technical study and providin
a report that could be us_ed in determining an a9'e&Y their sessions in 2000 with a view to attaining a better
framework for the operation of the Network of Spacg derstanding of those launch activitfes

Science and Technology Education and Researcn |

Institutions for Central, Eastern and South-Eastern Eurofi. In accordance with the four-year work plan of the
The Committee also noted that the Steering Committee fogientific and Technical Subcommittee, which had been

3. Future work of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee

. The Committee recalled that, atits forty-first session,
had agreed that the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee and the Legal Subcommittee would invite
ecial presentations on newlaunch systems and ventures

10
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endorsed by the General Assembly in paragraph 16 of 8. The Committee agreed that the Principles would
resolution 53/45, for consideration of the agenda item aemain valid for the time being and that the Scientific and
the use of nuclear power sources in outer space, thechnical Subcommittee should consider the need for
Committee requested the Secretariat to invite Membegvision in the light of changing technology before the
States and international organizations to submit to thegal Subcommittee or the Committee undertook any
Subcommittee at its thirty-seventh session, in 2008ctual revision.

information on the identification of terrestrial processe§y  The committee endorsed the recommendation ofthe

and technical standards that might be relevant to nuclq_aergal Subcommittee (A/AC.105/721, para. 22) that
power sources, including factors that distinguished nuclegt - ciqeration of the Principles by its Working Group on

power sourcesin outerspacefromterrestrialnuclearpo%enda item 3 should be suspended at its thirty-ninth
sources. session, pending the results of the work in the Scientific

85. The Committee considered the proposal submittadd Technical Subcommittee, without prejudice to the
tothe Scientificand Technical Subcommittee by Germangpssibility of reconvening the Working Group if, in the
on behalf of Austria, Canada, China, the Czech Republigpinion of the Legal Subcommittee, sufficient progress had
France, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Morocco, Romanieeen made in the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee
the Russian Federation, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, the Unitgdits thirty-seventh session, in 2000, to warrant the
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and theeconvening of the Working Group by the Legal
United States of America, in a working paper entitleBubcommittee.
“Proposal on revising the agenda of the Scientific ar‘gil_ The Committee
Technical Subcommittee following the convening of thg

Third United Nations Conference on the Exploration anég : ; ;
y enda of the Legal Subcommittee to give delegations the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space” (A/AC.105/C.1/L.227). opportunity to discuss it in plenary meetings.

86. Followingdiscussion ofthatproposal, the Committee

agreedtoadoptarevised agenda structure for the Scientifi@. Matters relating to the definition and

and Technical Subcommittee and the draft provisional delimitation of outer space and to the character

agendas for the Subcommittee at its sessions in 2000 and and utilization of the geostationary orbit,

2001, which are contained in section A of annex | to the  including consideration of ways and means to

present report. ensure the rational and equitable use of the
geostationary orbit without prejudice to the

) role of the International Telecommunication
C. Report of the Legal Subcommittee on the Union

work of its thirty-eighth session

recommended that the item
ncerning nuclear power sources be retained on the

92. The Committee noted that, in accordance with
) ) . resolution 53/45, the Legal Subcommittee, through its
87. The Committee took note with appreciation of thg ving Group on agenda item 4, under the chairmanship
report of the Legal Subcommittee on the work of its thirty; 5o nial Eduardo Amigo (Argentina), had continued to

eighth session (A/AC.105/721), which contained th&ngiger matters relating to the definition and delimitation
results of its deliberations on the items assigned to it by uter space and to the character and utilization of the
General Assembly in resolution 53/45. geostationary orbit.

1. Question of review and possible revision of the 93. The Committee noted the work carried out by the
Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Legal Subcommittee and the Working Group, as reflected
Sources in Outer Space in their reports (A/AC.105/721, paras. 26-41 and annex

88. The Committee noted that, in accordance witlzi ) ] ]

resolution 53/45 and as reflected in the report of the Legl- | e Committee took note of the deliberations on the

Subcommittee (A/AC.105/721, paras. 19-25), tHauestion of the geostatlonary_ orbit as contam_ed in the

Subcommittee had considered the item relating to tHPOrt of the Legal Subcommittee. The Committee also

review and possible revision of the Principles Relevant?§t€d that an exchange of views had taken place on the
the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space, adopteBi€ct, in particular on the basis of the ideas fdaned

by the General Assembly in its resolution 47/68 of 18 Working papers entitled “Some considerations
December992. concerning the utilization of the geostationary satellite

11
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orbit” (A/JAC.105/C.2/L.200 and Corr.1), submitted by98. Other delegations held the view that, because the
Colombia to the Legal Subcommittee at its thirty-fifthgeostationary orbit was an integral part of outer space, the
session; “An analysis of the compatibility of the approackegal regime established by the Treaty on Principles
contained in the working paper entitled ‘Somé&overning the Activities of States in the Exploration and

considerations concerning the utilization of th&seofOuter Space,includingthe Moon and other Celestial
geostationary satellite orbit’ with the existing regulatorBodies® adequately covered activities in and related to the
procedures ofthe International Telecommunication Uniareostationary orbit.

relating to the use of the geostationary orbitgg 1o committee noted that the Secretariat had been

(A/AC'qu/C'_Z/L'ZOS)’ prepargd by the Secretaria_t iPequested to prepare, in cooperation with ITU, an update
cooperation with ITU and submitted to the Subcommittee: " 4 cuments A/AC.105/C.2/L.205 and
at its thirty-sixth session; and a conference room papgiac 105/C.2/1997/CRP.3/Rev.1  with a view to
(A/AC.105/C.2A997/CRP.3/Rev.1) containing  acqninying the examination ofthe working papemsiited

compendium of relevant sections and/or documents . ompia (A/AC.105/L.200 and Corr.1) to the Legal
referred to in the working paper submitted by COIOmb'ﬁubcommittee

which had been before the Subcommittee atits thirty-sixt .
session. 100. The Committee recommended that the Legal

. . Subcommittee continue its consideration of the item at its
95. The Committee alsonoted thattheeXChangeOfV'eWﬁrty-ninth session. in 2000

on the question of the geostationary orbit had taken into

accountthe agreementthat had been achieved concerning Review of the status of the five international
universal acceptance of the scientific principles fdiated '
in the working paper submitted by the Czech Republic to
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee at its thirtylO1. The Committee noted that, in accordance with
fifth session entitled “Examination of the physical naturgesolution 53/45, the Legal Subcommittee had, through the
and technical attributes of the geostationary orbigstablishmentofaWorking Group underthe Chairmanship
examination of its utilization and applications, including®f Vassilios Cassapoglou (€gce), continued its review of
inter alia, in the field of space communications, as well athe status of the five international legal instruments
other questions relating to space communicatio@®verning outer space, with a view to promoting greater
developments, taking particular account of the needs agdherence to the instruments.

96. TheCommittee noted thatthe Chairman ofthe Gro@genda item was not in any way to reopen substantive
of Latin American and Caribbean States had expressed F:}Qabate onorto revise or amend the five international legal
view that the item on the character and utilization of thi@struments governing outer space.

geostationary orbit remained of particular interest to thgy3, The Committee noted the work carried out by the

therefore continue to be considered by the Committee agfyy 5, as reflected in their reports (A/AC.105/721,
by the Legal Subcommittee tihsuch time as the issuesparas. 42-55 and annex II).

related to it had been resolved to the satisfaction of all . .

States. The Group was also of the view that the workinf4- The Committee noted that some delegations had
paper submitted by Colombia to the Legal Subcommitté@formed the ngal Subcommittee of the cu.rrent stat.us of
atits thirty-fifth session (A/AC.105/C.2/200 and Corr.1) and further action planned concerning their accession to

could serve as the basis for further progress in tﬁl@e five international legal instruments governing outer
consideration of the item. space. One delegation submitted similar information tothe

_ _ ) Committee.
97. Some delegations reiterated the view that the

geostationary orbit, because ofits particular characteristicd®- The Committee noted thatan exchange of views had
required a speciakui generisiegal regime to regulate tgke_n place'm the Lege}l Subcommittee on.the status ofthe
access and utilization by all States, taking into account tfl4€ international legalinstruments governing outer space,
needs of developing countries. The viewwas also expres¥a@articular on the basis of the ideas formulated in a note

that the needs of equatorial countries should also be takdhth® Secretariat on the review of the status of the five
into account in that regard. international legal instruments governing outer space

(AJAC.105/C.2/L.210 and Add.1) and working papers on

legal instruments governing outer space

12
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the same subject soiitted by Germany, on behalf of theto the report of the Legal Subcommittee (A/AC.105/721,
States members of ESA and States having signadnex IIl).

cooperation agreements with ESA.5 The view was expressed that, in view of the
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.211/Rev.1, paras. 2-9), and by thg,jization by the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee
Russian Federation (A/AC.105/C.2/L.213). at its 1999 session of the technical report on space debris
106. The Committee noted the recommendations of tii&/AC.105/720), it was an appropriate time for the Legal
Working Group (A/AC.105/721, annex Il, paras. 13 an8ubcommittee to consider including in its agenda an item
14) and recommended that the Legal Subcommitteatitled “Review of existing norms of international law
continue its consideration of the item at its thirty-ninttapplicable to space debris”, as proposed by the delegation

session, in 2000. of the Czech Republic (A/AC.105/721, para. 59 (b)).
113. The Committee noted that inter-sessional
4. Other matters consultations on the concept of the “launching State”, held
(a) Contribution of the Legal Subcommittee to the  in Bonn, Germany, on 9 DecemE398 and open to all
Third United Nations Conference on the interested member States, had resulted in a new item
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space entitled “Review of the concept of the ‘launching State™
(UNISPACE I11) being added tothelist ofitems for possible inclusion in the

: ...agenda ofthe Legal Subcommittee. Thereportontheinter-
107. The Committee noted that the Legal Subcommittége" .
had considered the draft report of UNISPACE I1l an ha%essmnal consultations (A/AC.105/L.217) had been made

provided comments that would be reflected in the text g%/allable to the Legal Subcommittee at its thirty-eighth

: Session. In accordance with the mandate for the inter-
the draft report to be considered at the Conference. : . . : X
sessional consultations from the Committee at its forty-first

108. The Committee noted that the Legal Subcommitteessior,the results of the consultations would be formally
had considered the draft report of its Chairman tgresentedtothe Committee for consideration and adoption
UNISPACE Il on its work and had provided comment$t its current session.

with the understanding that the final report would refleclt
the views of the Chairman and not necessarily th;
collective views of the Subcommittee.

14. The Committee agreed that a new item entitled
Review ofthe conceptofthe ‘launching State’ should be
included in the agenda of the Legal Subcommittee. The
item would be considered by a working group during a
three-year period beginningin the year 2000 in accordance
109. The Committee noted that the Legal Subcommitt@gth the following schedule of work:

had continued to conduct informal consultations with a
view to drawing up a list of annotated items agreed upon
by consensus that could be considered by the Committee
for possible inclusion in the agenda of the Subcommittee. 2001 Review of the concept of the “launching State”
The views ofthe Subcommittee on the matter are contained as contained in the Convention on

in its report (A/AC.105/721, paras. 58-65). International Liability for Damage Caused by
Space Objects and the Convention on

Registration of Ofects Launched into Outer
Spacé as applied by States and international
organizations

(b) Future agenda of the Legal Subcommittee

2000 Special presentations on new launch systems
and ventures

110. Some delegations expressed the view that the work
ofthe Legal Subcommittee should be revitalized, including
the development of additional agenda items for its
consideration. The view was expressed, however, that the
focus of the Subcommittee should be on making a useful 2002 Review of measures to increase adherence to

contribution to meeting the interests of all States, rather and promote the full application of the
than simply generating new legal standards regulating Convention on International Liability for
space-related activity. Damage Caused by Spacejédts and the

Convention on Registration of Objects

111. Some delegationxjgressed theirugpport for the Launched into Outer Space

proposal in a working paper submitted by Argentina, _ _ o _ _
entitled “Work p|an for imp|ementation in connection withl15. The Committee recalled its decision at its forty—flrst
the item entitled ‘Commercial aspects ofspace activitiesSESSion thatthe Scientificand Technical Subcommittee and

(AJ/AC.105/C.2/L.215), which was contained in an annefhe Legal Subcommittee should invite sigépresentations

13
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on new launch systems and ventures at their sessiondsl®l. The Committee noted that the Group of African
2000 with a view to attaining a better understanding &tates had nominated Mohamed Aid Belaid (Morocco) as
those launch activitie¥. its candidate for the office of the First Vice-Chairman of
116. The Committee considered the proposal submitt Qommlttee. ;hg Com'mlttede also notqd thzzt.the G(_SOUP
to the Legal Subcommittee by Germany, on behalf Asian States had nominated G. M. Nair (India) and H.

Austria, Canada, France, Greece, India, the Netherlana);i,c,’jpdihardjo (Indonesia) as its candidates for that office.

Sweden and the United States of America. in aworkin' view of the fact that further consultations would be
paper entitled “Revision of the agenda 'of the Legé%quired on the matter of the members of the bureaux for

Subcommittee” (A/AC.105/721, annex IV, sect. A). the second three-year term, the Committeg agreed that
consultations among delegations and regional groups

117. Followingdiscussion ofthat proposal, the Committegould be held with a view to reaching consensus on the

agreed to adopt a revised agenda structure for the Leggdtter by the 2000 session of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee and the agenda for its thirty-ninth sessiogybcommittee.

in 2000, as contained in section B of annex | to the present

report. E. Future work
D. Other matters 122. The Committee noted the views of the Scientific and
_ Technical Subcommittee on the future role and work of the
1. Reports to the Committee Subcommittee (A/AC.105/719, paras.7-80). The

118. The Committee noted with appreciation th€ommittee also noted that the proposal contained in a
participation in its work and in that of its Subcommitteesorking paper submitted by Germany on behalf of Austria,
of representatives of the Food and Agriculturéanada, China, the Czech Republic, France, Greece,
Organization of the United Nations, UNESCO, WMOHungary, Italy, Japan, Morocco, Romania, the Russian
ITU, IAEA, COSPAR, ESA, IAA, IAF, IAU, the Federation, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, the United Kingdom
International LawAssodation, INTERSPUTNIK, ISPRS of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United
and the International Telecommunications Satellifstates of America (A/ACLO5/C.1/L.227), submitted tothe
Organization. The Committee expressed appreciationSeientific and Technical Subcommittee at its thirty-sixth
those organizations which had submitted reports on the&@ssion in 1999, could constitute the basis for consensus
activities and requested interested organizations abthe current session of the Committee, while in addition
continue to keep it informed of their activities relating t@king into consideration the views expressed by other
the peaceful uses of outer space. delegations.

119. The Committee recommended that the Secretari@B3. Atits 461st meeting, the Committee agreed on anew
invite Member States to submit annual reports on theigenda structure and agenda items for the Scientific and
space activities. In addition to information on national anchnical Subcommittee, to be included in the provisional

international space programmes, the reports could inclugtgenda for the year 2000, as contained in section A of
information on spin-off benefits of space activities anghnex | to the present report.

other topics requested by the Committee and its subsidi’il% Regarding the agenda of the Legal Stimiitee, the

bodies. Committee noted that a proposal had been submitted by
Germany on behalf of Austria, Canada, France, Greece,
India, the Netherlands, Sweden and the United States of
120. The Committee noted that the Genésdembly, in  America (A/AC.105/C.2/L.217 and Corr.1) to the Legal
paragraph 9 of its resolution 53/45, had taken note of t@bcommittee at its thirty-eighth session.

agreement reached by the Committee at its fortieth sess

on the composition of the bureaux of the Committee arim%%' Atits 461st meeting the Comm|ttee agreed on anew
enda structure and agenda items for the Legal

!ts subsidiary bodies fOF the second Ferm starting in 20 ubcommittee to be included in the provisional agenda for
in the context of the implementation of the measuths

relating to the working methods of those bodies, whic rzg:r?trrimc))?t’ as contained in section B of annex | to the
were endorsed by the Assembly in paragraph 11 of s port.

resolution 52/56 of 10 Decemb&®97.

2. Members of the Bureau

14
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F. Schedule of work of the Committee and its
subsidiary bodies

126. The Committee agreed on the following tentative
timetable for its session and those of its Subcommittees in

2000:

Date Location
Scientific and Technical 7-18 February Vienna
Subcommittee
Legal Subcommittee 27 March-7 April  Vienna
Committee on the éaceful Uses of 14-23 June Vienna

Outer Space

Notes

! Malaysia and Peru are also members of the Committee and
have rotated every two years since 1 January 1995 with the
Republic of Korea and Cuba, respectively.

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second
Session, Supplement N20 (A/52/20), annex 1, para. 2.

% Ibid.
4 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-third
Session, Supplement N20 (A/53/20), paras. 23-44.

° Official Records of the General Assembly, Fiftg-third
Session, Supplement No. @053/20), para. 153.

8 General Assembly resolution 2222 (XXI), annex.

7 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-third
Session, Supplement No. @053/20, para. 152.

8 General Assembly resolution 277XXVI) annex.
9 General Assembly resolution 3235 (XXIX), annex.

10 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-third
Session, Supplement No. @053/20), para. 153.

Annex |
Agendas of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and the Legal Subcommittee

A. Agenda of the Scientific and Technical all States Members of the United Nations, the Committee
Subcommittee adopted the following agenda structure for the Scientific

1.  Takingintoaccountparagraphs 14 and 15 of Genefyd Téchnical Subcommittee and agendas for the thirty-
Assembly resolution 53/45 of 3 Decemhi®982 referred seventh and th|rty—e|ghth sessions of the Subcommittee, in
toin the provisional agenda of the Scientific and Technicaf00 and 2001, respectively:
Subcommittee at its thirty-sixth session, in 1999 ) ) o
(A/AC.105/C.1/L.225), and in view of the organization of ~ |t€ms to be included in the draft provisional
the Third United Nations Conference on the Exploration ~ @génda of the Scientific and Technical
and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III) in  Subcommittee at its thitty-seventh session,
Vienna from 19 to 30 July 1999 as a special session of the 'N 2000
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, open to
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General exchange of views and introduction to
reports submitted on national activities.

The United Nations Programme on Space
Applications and the coordination of space
activities within the United Nations system

followingthe Third United Nations Conference

on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space (UNISPACE IlI).

Mattersrelating to remote sensing ofthe Earth
by satellites, including applications for
developing countries and monitoring of the
Earth’s environment.

Agenda items considered under work plans:

Use of nuclear power sources in outer
space:

First year of the work plan:
identification of terrestrial
processes and technical standards
that may be relevant to nuclear
power sources, including factors
that distinguish nuclear power
sources in outer space from
terrestrial nuclear applicatiofis.

Single issues/items for discussion:

(a) International cooperation in human
spaceflight;
(b) Presentations on newlaunch systems and
ventures;
(c) Space debrié:
Subject for 2000: review of

international application of the

International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) standards and

recommendations of the Inter-
Agency Space Debris Coordination
Committee concerning the disposal
of satellites in geosynchronous
orbit at the end of their useful life.
The area of focus should be
expanded toinclude the disposal of
upper stages used to achieve
geosynchronous orbits and debris
issues associated with
geosynchronous transfer orbits;

(d) Examination of the physical nature and
technical attributes of the geostationary
orbit and of its utilization and

applications, including in the field of
space communications, as well as other
qguestions relating to developments in
space communications, taking particular
account of the needs and interests of
developing countries.

Draft provisional agenda of the Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee at its thirty-eighth
session, in 2001, including identification of
subjects to be a@dt with as single issues/items
for discussion or under multi-year work plans
(based primarily on the results of UNISPACE

1.

Report to the Committee on Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space.

Items to be included in the draft provisional
agenda of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee at its thirty-eighth session,
in 2001

1.

General exchange of views and introduction to
reports submitted on national activities.

The United Nations Programme on Space
Applications and the coordination of space
activities within the United Nations system
following the Third United Nations Conference
on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space (UNISPACE IlI).

Matters relating to remote sensing of the Earth
by satellites, including applications for
developing countries and monitoring of the
Earth’s environment.

Agenda items considered under work plans:

(a) Use of nuclear power sources in outer
space:

Second year of the work plan:
review of national and
international processes, proposals
and standards and national
working papers relevant to the
launch and peaceful use of nuclear
power sources in outer space;

(b) Subjects to be agreed upor2i@00 (first
year of the work plans).

Single issues/items for discussion:
(a) Space debri%:



A/54/20

Subject fo2001 to be agreed upon;
(b)

Examination of the physical nature and
technical attributes of the geostationary
orbitandits utilization and applications,

including in the field of space

communications, as well as other
guestions relating to developments in
space communications, taking particular
account of the needs and interests of

developing countries;

(c)
6. Draft provisional agenda of the Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee at its thirty-ninth
session, in 2002, including identification of
subjects to be ddt with as single issues/items
for discussion or under multi-year work plans.

Other issues to be agreed upon in 2000.

7. Report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space.

B. Agenda of the Legal Subcommittee

2. Following the discussions on revising the agenda of
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, with the
presentation of a working paper on the jsuob
(AJAC.105/C.1/L.227), the decision that follows on a
revised agenda is intended to revitalize discussion in the
Legal Subcommittee by providing the opportunity for
expanded substantive discussions of legal issues affecting
the conduct of space activities. Those discussions would
be for the purpose of exploring the nature and scope of such
issues, without any implication that the outcome of the
discussion would necessarily lead to the development of
legal principles or standards. Consistent with that
approach, the revised agenda also affirms and revitalizes
the role of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Spacein directing the work of its Legal Subcommittee, by
providing a clear mechanism for the Committee toinstruct
the Legal Subcommittee and by creating a structured
agenda.

3. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
decides as follows:

(a) The agenda of the Legal Subcommittee shall
have the following structure:

(i) Regularitemgincluding “General exchange of
views”, “Status of the outer space treaties” (to
provide an opportunity for reports on any additional
signature or ratification as well as application of the
treaties), “Information on space lawated activties

of international organizations” and the item related

to the definition and delimitation of outer space and
to the character and utilization of the geostationary
orbit;

(i) Single issues/items for discussiavhich are
decided upon the preceding year and which are
discussed only for one year in the plenary unless
renewed;

(iii) Agenda items considered under a multi-year
work plan and discussed in working grougshe
items under such work plans should have been
discussed as single issues before;

(iv) Future issues to be dealt with in the Legal
Subcomrttee. Under this item issues can be
proposed for consideration either as single
issues/items for discussion or as items considered
under a work plan: the main Committee will then
decide on the inclusion of such new items in the
agenda of the Legal Subcommittee;

(b)

The agenda of the Legal Subcommittee for the

year 2000 should therefore be composed as follows:

(i) Regularitems
1. General exchange of views.
2. Status of the outer space treaties.

3. Information on space law-related
activities ofinternational organizations.

4. Matters relating to the definition and
delimitation of outer space and to the
character and utilization of the
geostationary orbit, including
consideration of ways and means to
ensure the rational and equitable use of
the geostationary orbit without prejudice
to the role of the International
Telecommunication Unioh.

(i) Single issues/items for discussion
5.  Question of review and possible revision
of the Principles Relevant to the Use of

Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space.

(i) Agenda items considered under work plans

6. Review of the status of the five
international legal instruments governing
outer space (third year ofthe work plan).

7. Review of the concept of the “launching
State”:

17
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First year of the work plan: special
presentations on new launch
systems and ventures.

(iv) Newitems

8. Proposals by the Legal Subcommittee to
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space for new items as single
issues/items for discussion or to be
considered under work plans.

Notes

& In paragraph 14 (j) the General Assembly stated that the
Committee on Space Research and the International
Astronautical Federation should be invited to arrange a
symposium on the theme fixed for special attention, to be
held during the first week of the thirty-seventh session of
the Subcommittee. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space noted with satisfaction that the theme fixed for
special attention at that session would be “Space
commercialization: an era of new opportunities” (see para.
82 of the present report).

This agenda item combines a number of previous agenda
items, for instance those on the status of science and
technology in the fields of remote sensing, launch
technology and planetary exploration, which had in recent
years been used only for information exchange.

A/AC.105/697, anneXl, appendix.

Keeping the Committee up to date on the development in the
area, including through national reports and reports of
relevant international organizations.

o

o

o

This agenda item combines a number of previous agenda
items, for instance those on the status of science and
technology in the fields of remote sensing, launch
technology and planetary exploration, which had in recent
years been used only for information exchange.

A/AC.105/697, anneXl, appendix.

Keeping the Committee up to date on the development in the
area, including through national reports and reports of
relevant international organizations.

—-

«Q
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This agenda item will also be dealt with in a working group.

Annex Il

Proposed actions to follow the technical study on space debris by the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee

18
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Working paper submitted under agenda item 6 by France

Introduction

1. Thequestion of space debris has been on the agenda of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee since February 1994, when the Subcommittee concluded that a sound
scientific and technical basis was a prerequisite for further study. The following work
plan was accordingly adopted in 1995:

1996 Measure space debris, interpret the data obtained and understand the
effects of the space debris environment on space systems.

1997 Develop models of the space debris environment and undertake risk
assessment.

1998 Formulate measures for mitigating the dangers posed by space debris.

2.  The Subcommittee has acknowledged that Member States should be devoting greater
attention to the issue of space debris and has urged Member States and international
organizations to provide it with information about practical measures that have proved
effective in reducing the amount of debris generated.

3. During the period of the work plan, considerable work has been done, in close
liaison with many countries and with the Inter-Agency Space Debris Coordination
Committee. In February 1999, the Subcommittee adopted the full report, which accurately
reflects the current position on this question.

Proposal

4. To pursue this matter further the following actions are proposed:

(a) Distribution of the report adopted by the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee as widely as possible;

(b) Arequest to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to instruct
the Legal Subcommittee:

(i) Toreview the applicability of the space treaties to space debris issues in the
light of the report adopted by the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee in 1999
and to assess whether the Subcommittee should consider additional matters with
regard to its work;

(i) Toreportonthose matterstothe Committee at its forty-third session, in 2001;

(c) Arequesttothe Committee to decide what further activity magbessary
and to instruct the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee as required.

5. These proposals have sufficient flexibility to be adapted in the light of evolving
knowledge concerning space debris. Such proposals endorsed by the Committee on the
Peaceful uses of Outer Space will help to demonstrate to all Member States when they
come together for the Third United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space, the importance that the Committee attaches to jbés. sub

" On behalf of Austria, Canada, the CzectpRalic, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, Italy, Poland,

Portugal, Sweden and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
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