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DOCUMENT A/8391*

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: request for the inclusion of an item
in the provisional agenda of the twenty-sixth session

[Original: Russian]

[4 June 1971}
L.ETTER DATED 27 May 1971 TO THE Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration
SECRETARY-GENERAL ‘ and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other

. . . Celestial Bodies (resolution 2222 XX1), annex) and
On instructions from the Government of the Union e Agreement orf the Rescue of Asgnronat)l'zs, the Return
of Soviet Socialist Republics 1 would request the il-  of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched
clusion of an e ot fhe agenda. of the ?Wgﬂg's}’“h tnto Outer Space (resolution 2343 (XXII), annex).
;nuﬂﬁouprgparf{f;f Ofss§§1 lﬁeﬁaﬁiﬁ ﬁeatyatégrﬁ The Soviet Government is of the opinion that steps
cernine the Moon™ should be taken now towards the further elaboration
In ¢ . and formulation of rules of international law to SOVOIR
_Tn recent years major new advances have been made e activities of States on the Moon. As the earth’s
.;Iédslpaﬁe research. On the basis of modem smelnc_e and  only natural satellite, the Moon has an important role
the f\l,f 08 engipswe rdesearch programmes Ie J?%ngttg to play in the conquest of oufer space and it should be
_StateSOOI}Lrare ;mg gnhertaken__ The mxsmgns o 3 bmt; used exclusively in the interests of peace and for the
USSR 2 ﬂ? n}z:u > zlm tLa Exl%e}nm?nts é:or;hucte y t'e benefit of all mankind. It is essential that the activities
dovices b the help of L.unokbod 1 and other aui?_m; i of States on the Moon should not be allowed to become
th s have opened up pew prospects for mankind I 5 squrce of international conflict and that a legal basis
the exploration of the Moon. These achievemen Wil hould be established for potential uses of the Moon.
‘ E;OIR;E the fusther expansion of actvities by States ©8  The conclusion of an appropriate international treaty
© oon. ) . . would serve this purpose.
h At all stages of space exploration, the Soviet Union 1 am tramémitting to you a draft Treaty conceming
o?s‘ invariably advocated the progressive development  qe Moon, which is based on generally accepted rules
all international law on outer space 1 the interests of  of jnrernational law, including the Charter of the United
peoples. Establishing a solid ‘nternational legal basis  Nations and agreements relating to outer space Cob-
for the activities of States in outer space SCTVes the  (ipded earlier "1t comtains the following basic provi-
‘;’-‘133‘ of peace and helps to strengthen mutual undeg— sions: )
anding and co-operation among States. It will be ) .
Tecalled that it was the initiative of the Soviet Union 1; c’IT be engﬁrgtlon a;lg duig flfeﬂilgtx;?: 0?'3 ;é)seg?‘.
which led to the conclusion of the Treaty on Principles carried out with cue Ieg P
and iuture generations.

5 In accordance with the principles of the Charter
1 Annexes(XXVI) 33 and 92

* Incorporating document A/8391/Corr.1 of 10 Jupe 1971.

AT e = e T s




General Assembly—Twenty-sixth Session—Annexes

z _

¢ the United Nations, the threat or use of force or any
ther hostile activities on the Moon as well as the use
f the Moou to carry out such activities in relation to
the earth aie prohibited.

3. The prohibition against the installation on the
Moon of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass
destruction and against any other activities involving

the use of the Moon for military purposes is reaffirmed.

4. The Moon is to be explored and used by means
which ensure that any adverse changes or contamina-
tion of the lunar environment are avoided.,

5. The surface and subsoil of the Moon cannot
ecome the property of States, international intergov-
‘ernmental or non-governmental organizations, national
 organizations or juridical or natural persons.

L 6. States Parties are to take all possible steps to
4 - safeguard the life and health of any man on the Moon.
A treaty based on the above principles would be
'an important contribution to the formation and de-
! velopment of international’ space law. The conclusion
1\ of such a treaty would promote. the further elaboration

of rules of imternational law relating to the activities
of States in the exploration of celestial bodies.

The Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics trusts that at its twenty-sixth session the
General Assembly will give due attention to the item
“Preparation of an international treaty concerning the
Moon”.

Since the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space and its Legal Sub-Committee are
to hold sessions before the opening of the twenty-sixth .
session of the General Assembly, I would ask you to
bring the Soviet draft Treaty concerning the Moon 10
the attention of those bodies.

1 would request you, Sir, to regard this letter as an
explanatory memorandum under rule 20 of the rules
of procedure of the General Assembly and to circulate
it, together with the text of the draft Treaty, as an
official document of the United Nations.

(Signed) A. GROMYKO
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

[For the text of the drajt treaty concerning the M‘ltea,
see document 4/C.1/L.568 below] on-

DOCUMENT A/8528

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 33

1. The item entitled “International co-operation in
| the peaceful uses of outer space: report of the Com-
. mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space” was in-
© cluded by the Secretary-General in the provisional
agenda of the twenty-sixth session of the General As-
sembly on the basis of Assembly resolution 2733
(XXV) of 16 December 1670.

2. At its 1939th plenary meeting, on 25 September
1971, the General Assembly, on the recommendation
of the General Committee, decided to include this item
in the agenda and to allocate it to the First Committee
for consideration and report.

3. At its 1803rd meeting, on 11 Qctober, during
the consideration of the crganization of work, the First
Committee decided to hold the general debate on this
question together with agenda item 972 entitled “Prepa-
ration of an jnternational treaty concerning the Moon”
on the understanding that any delegation would be free,
if it so wished, to make two separate statements, at the
conclusion of which the Committee would consider
draft resolutions or proposals under each item sepa-
rately, under their respective titles.

4. The general debate on the two items took place

at the 1819th to 1825th meetings, from 4 to 10
November.

5. At the 1819th meeting, on 4 November, the
Chairman of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space introduced that Committee’s T1eport a/
8420). At the same meeting, the Chairman of the
Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peace-
ful Uses of Outer Space made a statement on the draft
Convention on International Liability for Damage
Caused by Space Objects, the text of which is contained
in paragraph 32 of the report.

[Original: English]
[23 November 1971]

6. During the debate, three draft resolutions and
one amendment were submitted on agenda item 33.

7. The first draft resolution was submitted on 5
November by Australia, Austria, Beigium, Canada,
France, Iran, Italy, Japan, Lebanon, Morocco, Ro-
mania, Sweden, the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and the United States of America
(A/C.1/L.569 and Corr.l) and later also sponsg. 1
by Hungary, Liberia, Poland, Sierra Leone and wune
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. It was introduced
by the representative of Austria on behalf of its spon-
sors at the 1822nd meeting, on 9 November, The text
of the draft resolution appears in paragraph 20 below,
as draft resolution L

3. A statement on the administrative and financial
implications of the recommendations contained in the
draft resolution was submitted by the Secretary-General
on 9 November (A/C.1/L.575).

9. The second draft resolution was submitted on 3
November by Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bul-
garia, Hungary, Lebanon, Mongolia, Poland, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Treland and the United
States of America (A/C.1/1.570) and later also spon-
sored by Sierra Leone. The draft resolution, concerning
the draft Convention on International Liability for
Damage cansed by Space Objects, read as follows:

“The General Assembly,

“Reaffirming the importance of international co-
operation in the field of the exploration and peaceful
uses of outer space, including the Moon and other
celestial bodies, and of promoting the law in this new
field of human endeavour,

[ P
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“Desiring that the rights and obligations pertain-
ing to liability for damage as laid down in the Treaty
on Principles Governing the Activities of States in
the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including
the Moon and other Celestial Bodies should be
" elaborated in a separate international imstrument,

“Recalling its resolutions 1963 (XVIII) of 13
December 1963, 2130 (XX) of 21 December 1965,
2222 (XXI) of 19 December 1966, 2345 (XXII)
‘of 19 December 1967, 2453 B (XXIII) of 20
December 1968, 2601 B (XXIV) of 16 December
1969 and 2733 B (XXV) of 16 December 1970
concerning the elaboration of an agreement on the
lability for damage caused by the launching of ob-
jects into outer space,

" “Recalling its resolutions 1963 (XVII), 2130
(XX), 2222 (XXI), 2345 (XXII), 2453 B
(XXII), 2601 B (XXIV) and 2733 B (XXV)
concerning the elaboration of an agreement on the
liability for damages caused by the launching of
objects into outer space,

“Recalling also that in resolution 2733 B (XXV)
it urged the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space to reach early agreement on a draft
convention on liability, to be submitted to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its twenty-sixth session, embodying
the principles of a full measure of compensation to
victims and effective procedures which would lead to
prompt and equitable settlement of claims,

“Having considered the report of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,

“Taking note with appreciation of the work ac-
complished by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Quter Space and in particular that of its Legal
Sub-Committee,

“1. Commends the Convention on International
Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, the
- text of which is annexed to the present resolution;

“2. Requests the depositary governments to open
the Convention for signature and ratification at the
earliest possible date;

“3. Expresses its hope for the widest possible
adherence to this Convention.”

“ANNEX

“Convention on International Liability for
Damage Caused by Space Ohjects

[For the text, see para. 20 below, draft resolution 11, annex.]
10. On 8 November, Canada submitted an amend-
ment (A/C.1/1..574) to the draft resolution, by which
¢ General Assembly would add a paragraph to article
of the draft Convention on International Liability
or Damage Caused by Space Objects, annexed to that
raft resolution. The amendment read as follows:
. “After paragraph 2, article XIX, insert the follow-
Ing additional paragraph: ‘
“Any State Party to this Convention may, at
any time declare that it will recognize as binding, in
relation to any other State accepting the same
obligation, the decision of the Commission con-
cerning any dispute to which it may become a
party. Such declarations shall be deposited with
the Depositary Governments designated in article
XX1IV, paragraph 2, which shall transmit copies
thereof to the Governments of the signatory and
acceding States,”

11. At the 1826th meeting, on 11 November, the
representative of Belgivm, on behalf of the sponsors of
draft resolution A/C.1/1.570, introduced a revised
draft (A/C.1/L.570/Rev.1) whereby a new paragraph
3 was inserted and paragraph 3 of draft resolution
A/C.1/L.570 became paragraph 4. The new paragraph
3 reads as follows:

“Notes that any State may, on becoming a Party
to the Convention, declare that it will recognize as
binding, in relation to any other State accepting the
same obligation, the decision of a Claims Commission
concerning any dispute to which it may become a

party.”

12. At the same meeting, the representative of
Canada announced that in the light of the revised draft
resolution, his delegation did not wish to press the
Canadian amendment (A/C.1/1.574) to a vote.

13. The third draft resclution was submitted on 5
November by Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Canada, France, India, Iran, Italy, Japan,
Hungary, Mexico, Morocco, Poland, Sweden, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United
States of America (A/C.1/L.571) and later co-spon-
sored by Sierra Leone. The draft resolution was
introduced, on behalf of its sponsors, by the represen-
tative of Sweden at the 1822nd meeting, on 9 Novem-
ber. The text of this draft resolution appears in para-
graph 20 below, as draft resolution IIL

14. A statement on the administrative and financial
implications of the recommendations contained in the
draft resolution was submitted by the Secretary-General
on 9 November (A/C.1/1L.576).

15. During the consideration of this item, some
members said they would be unable to support the
draft Convention on International Liability for Damage
Caused by Space Objects owing to their reservations
with regard to the provisions of article XII of that
draft Convention concerning measure of compensation
and those of article XIX concerning the settlement of
claims, In expressing their reservations, some repre-
sentatives drew attention to the positions taken by their
Governments in regard to those questions in the Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space and its
Legal Sub-Committee, as set out in paragraph 35 of
the report of that Committee. Several other members,
while supporting the draft Convention, said they would

- have preferred arbitration awards to be binding in all

cases. In this connexion, the Committee took note of
the proposal submitted by Canada in document A/C.1/
L.574 (see paragraph 10 above), which was supported
by other delegations, and noted that every State is
entitled, upon becoming a party to the Convention, to
make a declaration that it will recognize as binding, in
relation to any other State accepting the same obliga-
tion, the decision of 2 Claims Commission concerning
any dispute to which it is a party. The Committee,
furthermore, noted the hope expressed by Canada that
many States would avail themselves of such an oppor-
funity.

16. At its 1826th meeting, the Committee proceeded
to a vote on the draft resolutions before it.

17. The Committee first voted on draft resolution
A/C.1/L.569 and Corr.1 which, in the absence of any
objection, was declared adopted unanimously (see para-
graph 20 below, draft resolution I).
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= Draft resolution A/C.1/L.570/Rev.1 was voted
pon by 2 roll-call vote. The results of the voting were
‘follows:

n favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia,
ustria, Barbados, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma,
urundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cam-
roon, Central African Republic, Ceylon, Chad, Chile,
olombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,

Denmark, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Ghana,

reece, Ouatemnala, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, Ice-

Jand, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Ttaly, Ivory
‘Coast, Jamaica, J ordan, Kenya, Khmer Repubh;, Kuwait,
‘Laos, Lebanon, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Mada-
- gascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco,
' Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Norway, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland,

Portugal, Romagia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore,
South Africa, Spain, Sudaz, Swaziland, Tha;land, Togo,
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Un}ted
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Upited
Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uru-
guay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zambia.

Against: None.

Abstaining: Canada, Iran, Japan, Sweden.
The draft resolution, as revised, was adopted by 90
votes to mone, with 4 abstentions. In the absence of
any objection, the draft resolution was declared adopted
unanimously (sée paragraph 20 below, draft resolu-
tion II).

19. Draft resolution A/C.1/L.571 was also adopted
unanimously (see paragraph 20 below, draft resolu-
tion III).

Recommendations of the First Commitlee

20. The First Committee recormmends to the Gen-
eral Assembly the adoption of the following of the
draft resolutions:

Draft resolution I

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION IN THE PEACEFUL
USES OF OUTER SPACE

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2733 (XXV) of 16 Decem-
ber 1970, .

Having considered the report of the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (A/8420),

Reaffirming the common interest of mankind in fus-
thering the exploration and use of outer space for
peaceful purposes,

Continuing to believe that the benefits deriving from
space exploration can be extended to States at all stages
of economic and scientific development if Member
States conduct their space programmes in a manner
designed to promote maximum international co-opera-
tion, including the widest possible exchange of infor-
mation in this field,

Convinced of the meed for continued international

efforts to promote practical applications of space tech-
nology,

1. Endorses the report of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space;

2. Invires States which have not yet become par-

ties to the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities

of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,
including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies and
the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Re-
turn of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched
into Outer Space to give early consideration to ratifying
or acceding to those agreements so that they may bave
the broadest possible effect;

3. Reiterates the importance of the goal of making
satellite communications available to States on a world-
wide and non-discriminatory basis, as expressed in
General Assembly resolution 1721 D (XVI) of 20
December 1961;

4. Takes note of the agreements relating to space
communications recently concluded between a number
of States and of the desirability of keeping the United

" Nations currently informed comcerning activities and

developments in this field;

5. Notes the action taken by the Imternatiomal
Telecommunication Uniosn, through the World Admin-
istrative Radio Conference for Space Telecommunica-
tions held in June and July 1971, to allocate freov=n-
cies and to adopt administrative procedures fu i
kinds of space communications, and recommends that
the Union and its specialized bodies, as well as the
members of the Union, should apply these provisions
with a view to promoting the use of space communi-
cations for the benefit of all countries in accordance
with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly;

6. Welcomes the progress achieved by the Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in its
efforts to encourage international programmes to pro-
mote practical applications of space technology for
the benefit of all countries and commends to the atten-
tion of Member States, specialized agencies and in-
terested United Nations bodies the programme con-
tained in the report of the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee of the Comunittes (A/AC.105/95);

7. Takes note with appreciation of the valuable
work carried out by the Secretary-General within the
framework of the programme for promoting the arli-
cation of space technology in accordance witt &
relevant recommendations of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and resolutions of the
General Assembly;

8. Endorses the resolution contained in paragraph
15 of the report of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Quter Space and recommends the continuation -
and development of the programme for promoting the
practical applications of space technology taking into
account the needs of the developing countriesy

9. Welcomes the efforts of a number of Member
States to share with other interested Member States
the practical benefits that may be derived from pro-
grammes in space technology;

10. Welcomes the progress achieved in interna-
tional co-operation among Member States in space
research and exploration, Including the exchange and
analysis of lunar material on a broad international
basis and studies of the development of compatible
rendezvous and docking systems for manned space-
craft; :

11. Welcomes also the action of a number of States
and of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations in promoting international co-opera-
tion in education and training in the peaceful uses of
outer space and endorses the appeal made to other
States by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter
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for similar contributions to international educa-
gnd training in this field; .
2. Approves continuing sponsorship by the United
ions of the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launch_mg
n in India and the CELPA Mar del Plata Station
Argentina, expresses its satisfaction at the work
ir carried out at these ranges in relation to the use
ounding rocket facilities for international CO-Opera-
and training in the peaceful and scientific explora-
: that Member
States continue to give consideration to the use of these
cilities for appropriate space research activities;
13. Welcomes the efforts of Member States to keep
he Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
informed of their space activities and invites all
mber States to do so;
4. Notes that, in accordance with General Assem-
Iy resolution 1721 B (XVI) of 20 December 1961,
Secretary-General continues to maintain a public
egistry of objects launched into orbjt or beyond on
¢ basis of information furnished by Member States;

ific and Cultural Organization and the International
Telecommunication Union in satellite broadeasting for
the :purpose of contributing to the advancement of
education and training, and draws attentiog to the fact

co-ordinate their activities in this feld;

17. Requests the specialized agencies and the In-
Thational” Atomic Energy Agency to continue, gs
PPropriate, to provide the Committee on the Peaceful

the recommendations contained in
ph 38 of the Teport of the Committee on the
.~%es of Quter Space concemning the future
TK of jts Legal Sub-Committee;

lg Requests the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
Lutey Space_ to continue its work as set out in the
Sent resolution and in previous resolutions of the

}:er Assembly and to Ieport to the Assembly at
tWenty-seventh session.

Draft resolution 11

-CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL LIsBILITY FOR
AMAGE CAUSED BY SPACE OBJECTS

The General 4 ssembly,

Reaffirming the importance of international co-oper-
ation in the field of the exploration and peaceful uses
of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial
bodies, and of promoting the law in this new field of
human endeavour,

Desiring that the rights and obligations pertaining
to liability for damage as laid down in the Treaty on
Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies should be elaborated
in a separate international instrument,

Recalling its resolutions 1963 (XVIII) of 13 De-
cember 1963, 2130 {(XX) of 21 December 19635,
2222 (XXI) of 19 December 1966, 2345 (XXII) of
19 December 1967, 2453 B (XXIID) of 20 December
1968, 2601 B (XXIV) of 16 December 1969 and 2733
B (XXV) of 16 December 1970 concertting the elabo-
ration of an agreement on the liability for damage
caused by the launching of objects into outer space,

Recalling also that in resolution 2733 B (XXV) it
urged the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space to reach carly agreement on a draft convention
on liability, to be submitted to the General Assembly
at its twenty-sixth session, embodying the principles
of a full measure of compensation to victims and
cfective procedures which would lead to prompt and
equitable settlement of claims,

Having considered the report of the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space (A/8420),

Taking note with appreciation of the work accom-
plished by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space, and in particular that of its Legal Sub-
Committee,

1. Commends the Convention on International Yija-
bility for Damage Caused by Space Objects, the text
of which is annexed to the present resolution;

2. Requests the depositary governments to open
the Convention for signature and ratification at the
earliest possible date;

3. Notes that any State may, on becoming a party
to the Convention, declare that it will recognize as
binding, in relation to any other State accepting the
same obligation, the decision of the Claims 'Commis-
sion concerning any dispute to which it may become
a party;

4. Expresses ity hope for the widest possible ad-
herence to this Convention.

ANNEX

Convention on International Liability for Damage Caunsed
by Space Objects

The States Parties to this Convention,

Recognizing the common interest of all manking in fur-
thering the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful
purposes,

Recalling the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities
of States in the Exploration and Use of Quter Space, in-
cluding the Moon and Other Celestia] Bodies,

Taking into consideration that, notwithstanding the precau-
tionary measures to be taken by States and international
intergovernmental organizations involved in the Jaunching of
space objects, damage may on occasion be caused by such
objects, :

Recognizing the need to elaborate effective international
rules and procedures concerning lability for damage caused
by space objects and to ensure, in particular, the prompt
payment under the terms of this Convention of a full and
equitable measure of compensation to victims of such damage,
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ing that the establishment of such rules and proce-
i1l contzibute tO the strengthening of international co-
4 in the field of the exploration and use of outer space

aful purposes, .
agreed oo the following:

Article 1

 the purposes of this Convention: ‘
a} The term “damage” Ieans loss of life, personal irnjury
iher impairment of health; or loss of or damage to prop-
y, of States oF of persons, natural or juridical, or property
Cinternational intergovernmental organizations;

The term “launching” incledes attempted launching;

¢) The term “Iaynching State” means: .
i) A State which launches or procures the launching of
1 gpace object;

‘A State from whose territory or facility a space object
is Jaunched;

d) The term “space object” includes component parts of

ace object as well as its Jaunch vehicle and parts thereof.

Article I

Jsunching State shall be absolutely liable to pay com-
fisation for damage caused by its space object on the surface
he earth or to aircraft in flight.

Article 111

In the event of damage being caused elsewhere than on
o surface of the earth to a space object of one launching
or tO persons Or property on board such a space object
‘a space object of amother Jaunching State, the latier shall
{iable only if the damage is due to its faunlt or the fault
rsons for whom it is responsible.

Article IV

“In'the event of damage being caused elsewhere than on
arface of the earth to a space object of one lauoching
‘or to persoms orf property on poard such a space object
¥ a space object of another launching State, and of damage
thereby being caused to a third State or to its natural or
ridical persoms, the first two States shall be jointly and
severally liable to the third State, to the extent indicated by
the following:
(2) If the damage has been caused to the third State on
the surface of the earth or to aircraft in flight, their lability
o the third State shall be absolute;

{b) If the damage has been caused to a space object of
the third State or to persons or property on board that space
object elsewhere than on the surface of the earth, their lia-
ity to the third State shall be based on the fault of either
of the first two States or on the fault of persoms for whom
either is responsible.

2. In all cases of joint and several liability referred to in
paragraph 1 of this article, the burden of compensation for
E_he_:-damage shall be apportioned between the first two States
in: accordance with the extent to which they were at fault; if

extent of the fault’ of each of thers States cannot be
tablished, the burden of compensation shall be apportioned
ually between them. Such spportionment shall be without
Prejudice to the right of the third State to seek the entire
mpensation due under this Convention from any or all of
e launching States which are jointly and severally liable.

Article V

- Whenever two or more States jointly launch a space
ject, they shall be jointly and severally liable for any dam-
g¢ caused.

. A launching State which has paid compensation for
cats f: tshall have th’e.right to present a claim for indemni-
icipants o othex: participants in the joint Iaunching. The par-
din ttlxn a joint lz}unchmg may conclude agreements re-
i atgi ¢ apportioning among themselves of the financial
:g: on in respect of which they are jointly and severally

liable. Such agreements shall be without prejudice to the
right of a State sustzining damage to seek the entire com-
pensation due under this Convention from any or all of the
launching States which are jointly and severally Hable.

3. A State from whose territory or facility a space abject
is launched shall be regarded as a participant in a joint

launching.
Article VI

1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this article,
exoneration from absolute liability shall be granted to the
extent that a launching State establishes that the damage has
resulted either wholly or partially from gross negligence or
from an act or omission donme with intent to cause damage
on the part of a claimant State or of natural or juridical
persons it represents.

2. No exoneration whatever shall be granted in cases
where the damage has resulted from activities conducted by
a launching State which are mot in conformity with inter-
national law including, in particular, the Charter of the
United Nations and the Treaty on Principles Governing the
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Quter
Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies,

Article VII

The provisions of this Convention shall not apply
damage caused by a space object of 2 launching State to:.

(z) Nationals of that launching State;

(k) Foreign nationals during such time as they are par-
ticipating in the operation of that space object from the time
of its launching or at amy stage thereafter untjl its descent,
or during such time as they are in the immediate vicinity of
a planned launching or recovery area as the result of an
invitation by that launching State.

Article VIII

1. A State which suffers damage, or whose nafural or
juridical persons suffer damage, may present to a lannching
State a claim for compensation for such damage.

2. If the State of npationality has not presented a claim,
another State may, in respect of damage sustained in its
territory by any natural or juridical person, present 2 claim
to a launching State.

3. If neither the State of nationality nor the State in whose
territory the damage was sustained has presented a claim or
notified its intention of presenting a claim, another State may,
in respect of damage sustained by its permanent resider
present a claim to a lawnching State.

Article IX

A claim for compensation for damage shall be presented
to a launching State through diplomatic channels. If a State
does not maiptain diplomatic relations with the laupching
State concerned, it may request another State to present its
claim to that launching State or otherwise represent its in-
terests under this Convention. It may also present its claim
through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, provide
the claimant State and the launching State are both hiembess
of the United Nations. -

Article X

i. A claim for compensation for damage may be pre-
sented to a launching State not later than one year following
the date of the occurrence of the damage or the identification
of the launching State which is liable.

2. If, however, a State does mot know of the occurrence
of the damage or has not been able to identify the launching
State which is liable, it may present a claim within one year
following the date on which it learned of the aforementioned
facts; however, this period shall in no event exceed one year
following the date on which the State could reasonably be
expected to have learmed of the facts through the exercise
of due diligence.

3. ‘The time-limits specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this
article shall apply even if the full extent of the damage may
not be knowm. In this event, however, the claimant State

-

e
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entitled to revise {he .claim and submit additional
ation after the expiration of such time-limits until
t after the full extent of the damage is known.

Article XTI

esentation of a claim to a launching State for com-
ation for damage under this Convention shall not require
prior exhausti‘on of amy local remedies which may be
ble to a claimant State or to natural or juridical per-
represents.

Nothing in this Convention shall prevept a State, or
ral or juridical persons it might Tepresent, from pursuing
im in the courts or administrative tribunals or agencies
‘launching State, A State shall not, however, be entitled
resent a claim under this Convention ip respect of the
"damage for which a claim is being pursued in the courts
dmifnistrative tribunals or agencies of a launching State
nder another international agreement which is binding
£ States concerned.

Article X11

The compensation which the launching State shall be liable
pay for damage under this Convention shall be determined
-accordance with interpational law and the principles of
istice and equity, in order to provide such reparation in
mect of the damage as will restore the person, natural or

ca!, State or international organization on whose behalf
¢ claim is presented to the condition which would have
ted if the damage had not occurred.

Article X111

- Unless the claimant State and the State from which com-
epsation is due under this Convention agree on another form
f compensation, the compensation shall be paid in the cur-
ency of the claimant State or, if that State S0 Tequests, in
the corrency of the State from which compensation is c’!ue.

Article XIV

fonch : documentation of
 claim, the parties concerned shall establish a Claims Com-
‘mussion at the request of either party.

Article XV

. /1?\ The Claims Commission shall be composed of three
gf_._. ;TS one appointed by the cl:_zimant State, one appointed

Jiwa® launching State and the third miember, the Chairman,
to te chosen by both parties jointly. Each party shall make
s appointment within two months of the request for the
establishment of the Claims Commission,
2. L‘; no agreement is reached on the choice of the Chair-
0fa.n within fo_ur_ mont]:s of the request for the establishment
the Commission, either party may request the Secretary-

General of the United Natio i i
e ns to appoint the Chairman
Wwithin a further period of two nmonths.

Article XV1

P L If one of the parties does not i i
L . : ; make its appointment
i within the stipulated peniod, the Chairman shall, at the request

of the other party, constitute a single-member Claims Com-
Iission,

i

2. Any vacancy which may arise in the Commission for
Whatever reason shall be filled by the same procedure adopted
for the original appointment.

3. The Commission shall determine its own procedure.

4, The Com;nission shall determine the place or places
where it shall sit and all other administrative matters.

3. Except in.th_e case of decisions and awards by a single-
mgghcr Commission, all decisions and awards of the Com-
mission shall be by majority vote.

Article XV

No increase in the membership of the Claims Commission
all take place by reasom of two or more ¢laimant States

sh,

or launching States being joined in any one proceeding before
the Commission. The claimant States so joined shafl collec-
tively appoint ome member of the Commission in the same
manper and subject to the same conditions as would be the
case for a single claimant State. When two or more launching
States are so joined, they shall collectively appoint one mem-
ber of the Commission in the same way. If the claimant
States or the launching States do not make the appointment
within the stipulated period, the Chairman shall constitute
a single-member Commission.

Article XVII -

The Claims Commission shall decide the merits of the
claim for compensation and determine the amount of com-
pensation payable, if any.

Article XIX

1. The Claims Commission shall act in accordance with
the provisions of article XTI.

2. The decision of the Commission shall be final and
binding if the parties have so agreed; otherwise the Com-
mission shall render a firal and recommendatory award, which
the parties shall consider in good faith, The Commission
shall state the reasons for its decision or award.

3. The Commission shall give its decision or award as
promptly as possible and no later than ope vear from the date
of its establishment, umless an extension of this period is
found necessary by the Commission. :

4, The Commission shall make its decision or award public.
It shall deliver a certified copy of its decision or award to
each of the parties and to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations,

Article XX

The expenses in regard to the Claims Commission shall be
borne equally by the parties, unless otherwise decided by the
Commission.

Article XX1

If the damage caused by a space object presents a large-
scale danger to human life or seriously interferes with the
living conditions of the population or the functioning of vital
centres, the States Partics, and in particular -the Jaunching
State, shall examine the possibility of rendering appropriate
and rapid assistance to the State which ‘has suffered the dam-
age, when it so requests. However, nothing in this article
shall affect the rights or obligations of the States Parties
under this Convention.

Article XXII

1. In this Convention, with the exception of articles XXIV
to XXVII, references to States shall be deemed to apply
to any international intergovernmental organization which
conducts space activities if the organization declares its accept-
ance of the rights and obligations provided for in this Con-
vention and if a majority of the States members of the organ-
ization are States Parties to this Convention and to the Treaty
on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Ex-
ploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and
Other Celestial Bodies.

2. States members of any such organization which are
States Parties to this Convention shall take all appropriate
steps to ensure that the organization makes a declaration in
accordance with the preceding paragraph.

3. X an international intergovernmental organization is
liable for damage by virtue of the provisions of this Con-
vention, that organization and those of its members which
are States Parties to this Convention shall be jointly and
severally liable; provided, however, that:

(a) Any claim for compensation in respect of such damage
shall be first presented to the organization;

(b) Only where the organization has not paid, within a
period of six months, any sum agreed or determined to be
due as compensation for such damage, may the claimant State
invoke the liability of the members which are States Parties
to this Convention for the payment of that sum,
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Any claim, pursvant to the provisions of this Conven-

. for compensation in respect of damage caused to an
,g;;nization which bas made a declaration in accordance with
aragraph 1 of this article sha_Il b_e presented by a Stat.e
ember of the organization which is a State Party to this

ntion.
onve Article XX1I1

..1. The provisions of this Convention shall not affect other
fernational agreements in force in so far as relations between
the States Parties to such agreements are concerned.

.©2. No provision of this Convention shall prevent States
from concluding international agreements reaffirming, supple-
menting or extending its provisions. )

Article XX1V

i. This Convention shall be open to all States for sighature.
Any State which does not sign this Convention before_its
entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article
may accede to it at any time. :

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by sig-
“patory States. Instruments of ratification and instruments of
~‘accession shall be deposited with the Governments of the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of
‘Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of
: America, which are bereby designated the Depositary Gov-
" eroments.

3. This Convention shall enter into force on the deposit
~of the fifth instrument of ratification,

4. For States whose instrements of ratification or acces-
sion are deposited subsequent to the entry into force of this
Convention, it shall enter into force on the date of the
deposit of their instruments of ratification or accession,

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all
signatory and acceding States of the date of each signature,
* the date of deposit of each instrument of ratification of and
-accession to this Convention, the date of its entry into force
and other notices.

6. This Convention shall be registered by the Depositary
Governments pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the
United Nations,

Article XXV

Any State Party to this Convention may propose amend-
ments to this Convention. Amendments shal] enter into force
for each State Party to the Convention accepting the amend-
meats upon their acceptance by 2 majority of the States Parties
to the Convention and thereafter for each remaining State
Party to the Convention on the date of acceptance by it.

Article XXV1

Ten years after the entry into force of this Convention, the
question of the review of this Convention shall be included
in the provisional agenda of the United Nations General
"Assembly in order to cousider, in the light of past application
of the Convention, whether it requires revision. However, at
any time after the Convention has been in force for five
Years, and at the requsst of ome third of the States Parties
to the Convention, and with the concurrence of the majority
of the States Parties, a conference of the States Parties shail
be convened to review this Convention.

Article XXVIY

Any State Party to this Convention may give notice of its
withdrawal from the Convention one year after it entry into
force by written notification to the Depositary Governments.
Such withdrawal shall take effect one yvear from the date of
receipt of thig notification.

Article XXV

This Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French,
Ru.\i_sian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be de-
Posited in the archives of the Depositary Governments. Duly
Certified copies of this Convention shall be traasmitted by the

DCPOSimr}' Governments to the Governments of the signatory
and acceding States,

IN WITNESS WHERECF the undersigned, duly authorized, have
signed this Convention,

Dong in triplicate, at the cities of London, Moscow and
Washington, this .... day of .,............ » one thousand
nige bundred and ...................... .

Draft resolution 117

CONVENING OF THE WorkING GROUP ON Remorte
SENSING OF THE EARTH BY SATELLITES

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2733 C (XXV) of 16 De-
cember 1970 in which it requested the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, as authorized by the
Committee, to determine at what time and in what
specific frame of reference a working group on earth
fesources surveying, with special reference to satellites,
should be convened,

Welcoming the decision of the Sub-Committee at its
cighth session to establish and convens a Workine
Group on Remote Sensing of the Earth by Satellit

Sharing the view expressed by the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of OQuter Space in the report om its
fourteenth session that the potential benefits from
technological developments in remote sensing of the
earth from space platforms could be extremely mean-
ingful for the economic development of all countries,
especially the developing couniries, and for the preser-
vation of the global environment,

Noting that the Working Group on Remote Sensing
of the Earth by Satellites held a first organizational
meeling in connexion with the fourteenth session of
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space,

Looking forward to the early initiation of the sub-
stantive work of the Working Group, keeping in mind
that experiments to test the feasibility of remote sensing
of the earth from space platforms are scheduled to
begin early in 1972, i

Expressing confidence that in discharging its respon-
sibility the Working Group would seek to promote the
optimum utilization of this space application for the
benefit of individual States and of the international
community,

L. Reguests Member States to submit information
on their national and co-operative international
activities in this field, as well as comments and work-
ing papers, through the Secretary-General to the Work-
ing Group on Remote Sensing of the Earth by Satellites;

2. Endorses the request of the Scientific and Techmie. -
cal Sub-Committee that the Working Group solicit the
views of appropriate United Nations bodies and spe-
cialized agencies, and other relevant international
organizations;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the
Working Group with his comments on this subject and
to submit working papers on matters falling within the
terms of reference of the Group;

4. Requests the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space and its Scientific and Technical Sub-
Committee to bring about the early initiation of the
Working Group’s substantive work and to keep the
General Assembly informed in a comprehensive fashion
on the progress of its work, '

[Texts adopted by the General Assembly without

change. See “Action taken by the General Assembly”
below.]

[ .:;.i;._.r----_;z.‘:.m%:_-.':;:}r_-:-;j%
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The item entitled “Preparation of an international
ty coacerning the Moon” was included by the
etary-General in the provisional agenda of the
enty-sixth session of the General Assembly on the
s of a letter dated 27 May 1971 from the Minister
Foreign Afiairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist

2. At its 1939th plenary meeting, on 25 September
971, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of
he General Commmittee, decided to include this item in
he agenda and to allocate it to the First Comunittee for
onsideration and report.

3. The First Committee, at its 1803rd meeting on
October decided to hold the general debate on this
- jointly with agenda item 33 entitled “International
operation in the peaceful uses of outer Space: re-

", it being understood that any delegation would
e free, if it so wished, to make iwo separate state-
ents in the general debate, It was also decided that
_the conclusion of the general debate the draft pro-
osals on resolutions under each of the two items would

be considered separately by the Committee under their
spective titles.

4. The general debate on the two items was held

at the 1819th to 1825th meetings, from 4 to 10
November,

3. The First Committee had before it, in connexion
with agenda item 92, the text of a draft treaty con-
cerning the Moon (A/C.1/L.568), which was intro-
duced by the representative of the Union of Soviet

. list Republics at the 1820th meeting, om 5
Yo «ember. '

o

. 6. On 9 November, a letter dated 24 September
71 from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
®rman Democratic Republic addressed to the Chair-
man of the First Commitiee concerning this item

(A/C.1/1017) was circulated at the direction of the
Chairman,

~ 7. On 8 November, a draft resolution was submitted

Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
dia, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Sweden and the
Rion of Soviet Socialist Republics (A/C.1/L.572)

nd later o-sponsored by Sierra Leone, (For the text,
€ para. 9 below.)

8. At its 1826th meeting, on 11 November 1971,
h o was adopted unanimously by the

Recommendation o f the First Committee

9. The First Committee recommends to the General
¥sembly the adoption of the following draft resolution:

DOCUMENT A/8529

Report of the First Committee on agenda item 92

[Original: English]
[22 November 1971]

PREPARATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL TREATY
CONCERNING THE MOON

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2222 (XXI) of 19 Decem-
ber 1966 stressing the importance of international co-
operation in the field of activities in the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon
and other celestial bodies, and the importance of

developing the rule of law in this new area of human
endeavour,

Reaffirming the common interest of all mankind in
furthering the peaceful exploration and use of outer
space for the benefit of all States and for the develop-

ment of friendly relations and mutual understanding
among them,

Taking into account the advances made in recent
years in the exploration of outer space, including those
resulting from extensive lunar research programmes
on the basis of modern science and technology,

Bearing in mind the interest of all mankind in the
exploration and utilization of the Moon exclusively

for peaceful purposes and in preventing the Moon from
becoming a scene of international conflict,

Prompted by the consideration that the Moon, as the
only natural satellite of the earth, has an important
role to play in the conquest of outer space and that
it should be used with due regard to the interests of
present and future generations,

Desiring to further the elaboration of specific rules
of international law to govern the activities of States
on the Moon on the basis of the Charter of the
United Nations and the Treaty on Principles Governing
the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of
Quter Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial

Bodies, as a means of further developing a sound legal
basis for such activities,

Considering that special rules should also govern
activities in the use of all natural Tesources and sub-
stances of the Moon and other celestial bodies,

1. Takes note of the draft treaty concerning the
Moon submitted to the General Assembly by the dele-

gation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (A/
8391);

2. Requests the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space and its Legal Sub-Committee to consider,
as a matter of priority, the question of the elaboration
of a draft international treaty concerning the Moon in
accordance with the recommendations contained in
paragraph 38 of the report of the Committee (A/8420)

and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its
twenty-seventh session.

[Text adopted by the General Assembly without

change. See “Action taken by the General Assembly”
below]
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The States Parties to this Treaty,

. Noting the gains made by States in the exploration
of the Mooz,

" Recognizing that the Moon as the only natural

satellite of the Earth, has an important role to play
in the conquest of outer space,

* Desiring to preveat the Moon from becoming a
scene of international conflict,

. Determined to promote the further development of
co-operation among States in the exploration and use
of the Moon and its subsoil and of circumlunar space,

" Recalling the provisions of the Treaty on Principles
‘Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration
“and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and
Other Celestial Bodies, and the provisions of the
© Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return
of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched
~into Outer Space,

. Taking into account the need to define and develop
‘the provisions of these internatiopal instruments in
“relation to the Moon with a view to further progress

in the conquest of outer space,

Have agreed on the following:

Article I

1. States Parties shall pursue their activities on the
Moon and in circumlunar space in accordance with
international law, including the Charter of the United
Nations.

2. In accordance with the principles of the Charter
of the United Nations, the use of force in any form
or the threat of force, as well as any other hostile
actions or threat of such actions, shall be prohibited
on the Moon, The use of the Moon to commit any of
the aforementioned actions in relation to the Earth
or space objects shall also be prohibited.

Article 1I

1. The Moon shall be used by all States Parties
exclusively for peaceful purposes.

2. States Parties undertake not to place in orbit
around the Moon any objects carrying nuclear weapons
or any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction or
to install such weapons on the surface of the Moon or
In 1ts subsoil.

3. The establishment of military bases, installations
and fortifications, the testing of any type of weapons
and the conduct of military manoeuvres on the Moon
shall be prohibited.

Article 111

1. States Parties shall strive to co-operate in matters
relating to activities on the Moon. Such co-operation
may be on either a multilateral or a bilateral basis.

2. Each State Party shall engage in the exploration
and use of the Moon with due regard to the interests

DOCUMENT A/C.1/L.568

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: Draft Treaty concerning the Moon

{Original: Russian]
[5 November 1971]

of present and future generations and with respect for
the rights of other States Parties as specified in this
Treaty. .

3. A State Party which has reason to believe that
another State Party is violating its obligations under
this Treaty may request consultations between the
States Parties concerned.

Article IV

1. States Parties shall explore and uwse the Moon
by reasomable means avoiding the disruption of the
existing balance of the lunar environment.

2. States Parties shall explore and use the Moe-
in such a way as to prevent adverse changes in t
lonar environment and its coatamination through the
introduction of extralunar matter. Where necessary,
consultations shall be held between the States Parties
concemed.

Article V

1. States Parties may pursue their activities in the
exploration and use of the Moon anywhere on the
surface of the Moon, in its subsoil or in circumlunar
space.

2. For these purposes States Parties may, in par-

ticular:
Land their space objects on the Moon, lauach them
from the Moon and place them in circumlunar orbit;
Dispose their vehicles, equipment and personnel any-
where on the surface of the Moon, in its subsoil or
in circumlunar space. ’

Vehicles and personnel of States Parties may mov
freely over the surface of the Moon, through its subso..
and in circumlunar space.

3. Actions of States Parties in accordance with
paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article should not interfere
with the activities of other States Parties on the Moon.
Where such interference may occur, the States Parties
concerned shall undertake comsultations.

_ Article VI

1. States Parties .may establish both manned and
unmanned stations on the Moon.

2. Stations shall be installed in such a manner that
they do not impede the free access of vehicles and
personnel of other States Parties pursuing activities on
the Moon to all areas of the Moon, as provided for In
article 1 of the Treaty on Principles Governing the

Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of

Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial
Bodies.
Article VII

1. States Parties undertake to adopt all practicablc
measures to safeguard the life and health of men on the
Moon. For this purpose they shall regard any person
on the Moon as an astropaut within the meaning of
the article V of the Treaty on Principles Goveraing the
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Quter
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including the Moon and Other Ceiestial. B_odies,
" art of the personnel of 2 spacecraft within the
aSE of the Agreement on the Rescue of Astro-
fhe Return of Astronauts and the Return of
ot Launched into Quter Space, irrespective of
uration of the stay of such person on the Moon,
face where he is situated on the Moon, his formal
bership of the crew of a spacecraft and other

ar circumsfainces.

it shall be the duty of States Parties to ofier
er in their stations, vehicles, installations or other
jties to perscns in distress on the Moon who are
of the personnel of other States Parties.

[n purswing activities on the Moon, States Parties
take the necessary steps to exchange information
any phenomena they discover in outer space, n-
wding the Moon and other celestial bodies, which
d endanger the life or health of men on the Moon,
- well as information on any signs of organic life,

Article VIII

. Neither States, international intergovernmental
,on-governmental organizations and national organi-
tions having the status of juridical persoms or not, 00T
atural persons, may claim the surface or subsoil of the
oon as their property. The emplacement of vehicles
¢ equipment on the surface of the Moon or in the
bsoil thereof, including the comstruction of installa~
ons integrally connected with the surface or subsoil of
e Moon, shail not create a right of ownership over
ortions of the surface of subsoil of the Moo

2. Portions of the surface or subsoil of the Moon
ay not be the object of concession, exchange, transfer,
ale or purchase, lease, hire, gift or any other arrange-
ents or transactions with or without compensation be-
ween States, international intergovernmental and non-
overnmental organizations or national organizations
aving the status of juridical persons or not, or of ar-
angements or tramsactions between natural persons.

Article IX

In accordance with article VIII of the Treaty on
Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
xploration and Use of Quter Space, including the
oon and Other Celestial Bodies, States Parties shall
etain ownership of articles of their property delivered
o the surface of the Moon or to circumlunar space,
mcluding structures, vehicles and equipment.

Ariicle X

: A State Party which learns of the crash landing,
I\?Imed landing or other unintended landing on the
thoon of a space object that does not belong to it, or
infe crash of component parts of such an object shall
| orm the State Party to which the space object oI
= component parts belong, and the Secretary-General
;;'Of the United Nations.

!

Article X1

Trg:gt addition to the provisions of article VII of the
o thy on Principles Governing the Activities of States
the I?/I Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including
shall l_§>0n‘ and Other Celestial Bodies, a State Party
omise: ¢ liable for damage resulting from its act Or

ssfon or from an act or omission of its personnel

1

on the Moon to the property or persomnel of other
States Parties on the Moon, unless it is established
that the damage occurred through no fault of the
said State or of its personnel on the Moon.

Article XII

1. This Treaty shall be open to ail States for signa-
ture. Any State which does not sign this Treaty before
its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of
this article may accede to it at any time,

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by sig-
natory States. Instruments of ratification and instru-
ments of accession shall be deposited with the Govern-
ments of . . ., which are hereby designated the De-

positary Governments,

3. This Treaty shall enter into force upon the de-
posit of instruments of ratification by five Governments
including the Governments designated as Depositary
Governments under this Treaty.

4. Tor States whose instruments of ratification or
accession are deposited subsequent to the entry into
force of this Treaty, it shall enter into force on the date
of the deposit of their instruments of ratification or ac-
cession.

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly in-
form all signatory and acceding States of the date of
each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument
of ratification of and accession to this Treaty, the date
of its eatry into force and other notices.

6. This Treaty shall be registered by the De-
positary Governments pursuant to Article 102 of the
Charter of the United Nations.

Article XIIT

Any State Party to the Treaty may propose amend-
ments to this Treaty. Amendments shall enter into
force for each State Party to the Treaty accepting the
amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of the
States Parties to the Treaty and thereafter for each
remaining State Party to the Treaty on the date of
acceptance by it.

Article X1V

Any State Party to the Treaty may give notice of
its withdrawal from the Treaty one year affer its
entry into force by written notifieation to the Deposi-
tary Governments. Such withdrawal shall take effect
one vear from the date of receipt of this notification.

Article XV

This Treaty, of which the Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall
be deposited in the archives of the Depositary Govern-
ments. Duly certified copies of this Treaty shall be
transmitted by the Depositary Governments 10 the
Governments of the signatory and acceding States.

I WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly author-
ized, have signed this Treaty.

DONE In coveevvenees , at the cities of --vvoovenenns s
the ...-.. day of .ooveeens one thousand nine hundred
and seventy-...oooo.een

o
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

At its 1998th plenary meeting, on 29 November 1971, the General Assembly
adopted the draft resolutions submitted by the First Committee in its reports on
agenda items 33 and 92.

The draft resolutions submitted in document A/8528 were adopted as fol-
lows: draft resolution I, unanimously, draft resolution II, by 93 votes to none,
with 4 abstentions and draft resolution III, unanimously. For the final text, see
Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-sixth Session, Supplement No.
29, resolutions 2776 (XXVI), 2777 (XXVI) and 2778 (XXVI). '

The draft resolution submitted in document A/8529 was adopted umani-
mously. For the final text, see resolution 2779 (XXVI).
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