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T. INTRODUCTIONR

1. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space met at United Nations

eadquarters, New York, from 5 to 15 September 1972, under the chairmanship of

Mr. Peter Jankowitsch (pastria}. Mr. Ton Datcu (Romania) served as Vice-Chairmen
and Mr. Celso A. De Souza e Silva (Brazil} as Repporteur. The verbatim records of
the Committee's meetings were circulated as documents A/AC.105/PV.110~-119.

Meetings of subsidiary bodies

2, The Legal Sub-Committee held its eleventh session at the United Nations Office
at Geneva, from 10 April to 5 May 1972, under the chairmanship of

Mr. Eugeniusz Wyzner (Poland). The summary records of the Sub~-Committee's

meetings were circulated as documents A/AC.105/C.2/8R.187-191. The gub-Committee's
report was circulated as document A/AC.105/101.

3. The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee held its ninth session at United
Nations Headquarters, New York, from 3 to 11 May 1972, under the chairmanship of
Mr. J. H. Carver (Australia). The summary records of the Sub~Committee'’s
meetings were circulated as documents A/AC.lOS/C.l/SR.Qk-96 and 99-101. The
report of the Sub-Committee was civeulated as document A/AC.105/102.

Fifteenth session of the Committee

k. On 15 and 16 Decsmber 1971, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space
met to consider the organization of work for its fifteenth session. The
proceedings of these meetings of the Committee were reported in the verbatim
records of its 107th and 108th meetings. The Committee met again on 11 May 1972
for the election of a new chairmen and vice-chairman. At this meeting, the
Committee elected Mr. Peter Jankowitsch (Austria) as its new chairman tc replace
Mr. Kurt Waldheim {Austria), who had been elected Secretary-Qeneral of the United
‘Wations, and Mr. Ion Datou (Romania) its new Vice-Chairman to replace

Mr. Gheorghe Diaconescu (Romania), who had been assigned to a new post. The
proceedings of this meeting were reported in the verbatim record of the

109th meeting.

5. At its 110th meeting, on 5 September 1972, when the Committee resuned its

_ fifteenth session, it adopted the following agenda:

1. Adoption of the agenda
2. Statement by the Chalrman
3. Consideration of the reports of:
{a) The Legal Sub-Committee (A/AC.105/101)
(b) The Scientific and Technical Sub-Commitiee (A/AC.105/102), including

the summary of the preparatory session of the Working Group on
Remote Sensing of the Earth by Satellites
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k.  Other matters
5. Report of the Committee to the General Assembly.

A . i
/AC.105/L.66 Provisional agenda

A/AC.105/10k
5/ Draft Declaration of Guiding Principle
the Use of Satellite Broadecasting for
¥ree Flow of Information, the Spread of

Education and Greater Cultural E :

(oot Xchange:

A/AC.105/10 i .
5/105 Flan of Action for the World Meteorologi

Organization Tropicel Cyclone Project

(item k)

A/AC.105/106
5/ Summary of Sounding Rocket Launchings fr

Thumba Equatorial Roeket Launchi i
: n
(o 3 g Stati

A/AC.105/107 Eleventh Report by the International

Telecommunication Union on

Telecommunication and the peaceful
uses of cuter space (item 3)

A .
/AC.105/XV/WP.1 Broadcasting from Satellites: Working

Paper presented by Sweden (item &)

. A ] i > .
ZPeninz ;2:t12VI2§t;O§ of the Committee, the Secretary-General azddressed its
annex I. At tSe same cpLomper. e text of his statement is reproduced in
shich is reproduced 1 meeting, the Committee heard statements by its Chairman
reproduced i n annex II, and by the Chairman of the Legal 5ub,cgmmittéeu
in znnex IIT, who presented the report of the Sub-Committee

8. Th i i
o 116ti g::iiztze %ei? 1ts6general debate on the items before it from the 111lth
vore e e thg ;e i feeg .and 11 Septem@er, in the course of which statements
Bt e Indii e;in at;ves of Argentlna? Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canad
soypes e Uéitea K£ gdan, taly, Japgn,_Mex1co, Morceco, Bomenia, Bierrs Leone
soviet’socialist i 12I:Om ?f Gfeai_B?ltaln and Northern Ireland, the Union of
R e vpib des wnd the United States of America. The statements wer
The represeﬁtativesezfaiig Ezggigswffizi: ééltht?o Ot geetings of the Commitﬁ
: e 2d Nat ucational, Scientifi ) !
ggiziizzzlgi égggicgl, the World Metecrological Organ£zation (QQS)aZSdCE%EJTQl
b verb;t:m J¢ huseath (COSPAR) alsq made siatements, which are reported in
im records of the 115th and 116th meetings of the Committee. - f

. I
9 n the course of the general debate, the Expert on Space Applications als

made a statement, the text o i ; . X
116th neeting. ? f which is contained in the verbatim record of the

10. . . . .
reporiftsrtgonzlderlng the various items before it, the Committee adopted its
repert to i: eneral Assegblyg at its 119th meeting on 15 September 1972

g 5 recomrendations and decisions as set out in the paragraphs’beio
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TI. REPORT OF THE LEGAL SUB-COMMITTEE

11. The Committee took note with appreciation of the report of the Legal
qub-Committee on the work of its eleventh session (A/AC.105/101).

12. The Committee expressed its satisfaction that the Legal Sub~Committee, in
considering the draft treaty relating to the moon, had made considerable

progress by approving the texts of the preamble and 21 articles of a draft treaty,
noting at the same time that some provisions in the text which are placed within
square brackets are yet to be agreed upon (A/AC.105/101, para. 19}, and that

come delegations expressed reservations regarding certain articles of the draft.

13. The Committee commended the USSEK delegation for the draft international treaty
concerning the mcon which was proposed by the USSR at the twenty-sixth session

of the General Assembly and subsequently referred to the Committee and its

Legal Sub-Committee, and the delegation of Argentina for its draft agreement

on principles governing activities in the use of the natural resources of the

moon and other celestiazl bodies which was submitted to the ninth session of

the Sub-Committee.

14. The Committee alsc expressed its setisfaction that the legal Sub-Committee
had made notable progress by approving the texts of the preamble and nine
articles of the drafi convention on the registration of objects launched into
outer space, noting at the same time that the provisions on some artieles which -
aye placed within square brackets are yet to be zgreed upon (see A/AC.105/101,

para. 29).

15. 1In this connexion, the Committee commended Canada and France for having
merged their separate drafts and provided the Sub-Committee with a single éraft

convention.

16. During the general debate the Committee had a useful exchange of views on
the outstanding issues of the draft treaty relating to the moon as well as the
draft convention on the registration of objects launched into outer space.

The Committee also conducted informal negotiations in order to seek agreement

on those issues.

17. The Committee noted the views of various members on the principal unresolved
issues with regard to the draft treaty relating to the moon. One such issue
concerned the scope of the trealy, and whether the treaty should apply to
activities on the moon or, as well, to sctivities on other celestial bodies.

A second unresolved issue concerned the legal régime over natural resources of
the moon, and whether the treaty should provide that these resources form part

of the common heritage of mankind. A third principal unresolved issue concerned
the information to be furnished on missions and whether the treaty should call
on States to provide notification of the intention to launch missions to a
celestial body irn advance of launching. Some members also expressed views
relating to the appropriate designation to be accorded the draft treaty, and
suggested that "conventions', "agreement” or "protocol’ might be more appropriate.

Other aspects of the draft treaty that were mentioned included the question of

3
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liability for damage and the question of the relati i
onship between the
treaty and other treaties on ocuter space. g proposed

18. The Committee expressed the hope that the Sub-Committee will be able to
further progress with a view to completing the draft treaty relating to the oo
as well as the draft convention on the registration of objects launched in'l:omoon
outer space. The Committee recommended that the Legsl Sub-Committee should

as proposed by it, pursue the work of the draft treaty relating to the moon,
vell as the draft convention relating to the registration of objects launchegs
into space, as a matier of priority at its next session.

19. Witp regard to the various matters covered by item four of the Legal
Sub-Committee's agenda, i.e. relating to the definition and/or delimitation of
outer space and outer space activities, the various implications of space
commmications: report of the Working Group or Direct Broadcast Satellites
matt?rs relating to the activities carried out through remote sensing sateliitev
service of earth resources, the Committee noted thabt although some delegations :
r@corée@ their views on those guestions, the Sub-Committee, hecause of lack of:
time, did not consider these subjects in any detail. ;

20. The Cogmittee was gratified at the announcement made in the Committee that -
the CQHventlon cn Internatiocnal Liability for Damage Caunsed by Space Objects ‘
came into effect on 1 September 1972.

IITI. REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL SUB-COMMITTEL

01, The Committee took note with appreciastion of the report of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee on the work of its ninth session (a/AC.105/102). 1In
considering the various recommendations of the Sub-Committee contained in that
report, the Committee expressed its views as set out in the following paragraphs.

A. Promotion of the spplication of space technology

o0, The Committee welcomed the importance given by the Sub-Committee to matters
relating to practical applications of space technology. It took note of the
observations contained in paragraph 38 of the report and noted the view of many
delegations in the Committee that, while recognizing that scientific matters
continued to be an important part of The Sub-Committee's work, the latter should
increasingly be concerned with space applications, particularly as they apply to
the national development of the developing couniries.

1. United Nations programme on space applications

23. The Committee noted with appreciation that the Secretary-General through the

fxpert on Space Applications, had carried out the United Nations programme for

promoting internmational co-operation in this field, in accordance with the

recommendations of the Committee. It expressed its appreciation to the first

xpert on Space Applications, Professor Humberto J. Ricciardi of Argentina, who,
uring his two years' assignment with the United Nations, had carried oul
utstanding work in developing the programme into a meaningful one. It expressed
he hope that his successor will continue to develop programmes of practical
pplications in accordance with the guidelines set by the Committee and the
eneral Assembly.

4, The Committee endorsed the recommendations of the Sub-Committee on the United
ations Programme on Space Applications for 1973, including the financial
mplications of the programme 2as contained in paragraph 16 A of its report, and
the Quidelines for programming for 1974, in paragraph 16 B of the report. The
Committee tok note of the views expressed by some delegations that the United
Wations budget for the implementation of programmes of space applications should
be increased.

25, The Committee noted with pleasure the progress achieved in the implementation
of the current programme ©f space applications, including the visit by the Expert
to various Asian countries and the holding of panels in various parts of the world.
It took note of the results of the panel on the estbalishment and implementation

of research programmes in remote sensing, neld in Brazil in Noverber-December 1971,
and expressed its appreciation to the Government of Brazil for hosiing it and for
the efficient manner in which the panel had been organized. It also looked forward
to reports of the proposed panel and training seminar on the use of meteorological
data to be held jointly by the United Wations and WMO in Mexico in November 1972,
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o it

and on instruc?ienal television satellite system in India in December 1972 ;
held.by thg United Nations in co-operation with the Government of India 3tto bg
participation of UNESCO and the International Telecommunication Union (iTg§ o the
exgressed the hgpe that other members of the Committee and the United Natio. e
Whl?h have acquired experience in the field of practical applications will n;

their knowledge and experience with Member States by invitin such Unit i e
sponsored penels in their countries. § sueh Tnited fation

26. On future panels, the Committee noted with ol i
General Assgmbly resolution 2733 C (XXV) regardiigeizgizizgitéaizlzeSigzse *
representatives of Japan and Argentina had extended their Governmen%s’ invitati
io? such pgnels to.observe a numbe? of programmes on space technology applicatio
eing carried out in their respective countries. It welcomed the statements b °
?he.rep?esentatives of Argentina and Japan at this session confirming theirs Y
1nv1tat10ns: The Committee also noted with appreciation the statement by th
representative of Brazil at this session confirming his country's Willingnes: to

host a workshop or special seminar on i i
: Space applications envisaged in t ]
Nations programme on space applications for 197k, ® o Unived

27. In connexion with the views of some members regarding the need for
strengthening the United Nations Outer Space Affairs Division, the Committ
that_thg Secretary-General in his report to the Committee at its fourteentie o
had indicated that he would report to the General Assembly on measures bei oo
contemplated to enhance the effectiveness of the Division, as referred to ?g
paragraph 37 of the report of the Sub-Committee. The Coméittee Jooked forw:rd t

g

2. Appli?ations of space technology: specialized
agencles and other international organizations

?8. Thg Committee noted with appreciation that a number of specialized agencies
én_partlcu%ar WMO, ITU and UNESCO, had continued to take an active part in the
nited Nations progremme for the promotion of international co-operation in the -

practical applicati : - L ;
panels. P ons of space technology, including the organizing of technica

29. The Committee further noted with appreciation the Plan of Action prepared by

to General Assembly resolution 2733 D (XXV) requesting WMO, inter alia, to find
ways and means of mitigating the harmful effects of tropic;l storms. it
?ecommended that tbe general Assembly bring the Plan of Action to the attention o
Member States and invite them to co-operate tc the fullest possible extent with

WMO with a view to achieving the obj . ) -
Jectives laid dow .
resolution. ovn 1n the aforementioned

30. _The Committee a%so took note with appreciation of the 11th progress report
submitted by ITU or its activities (A/AC.105/107), particularly as it related to
the Decisions of the World Administrative Radio Conference for Space
Telecommunications, held in Geneva in 1971. ) P

3%. The Committeg took note o? the Draft Declaration of Guiding Principles on
e use of Sateilite Broadcasting for the Free Flow of Information, the Spread
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of Education and Greater Cultural Exchange, prepared for UNESCO as contained in
document A/AC.105/10L4 (see also para. 57 below).

32. The Committee welcomed the co-operation offered by the Committee on Space
Research (COSPAR) and the stetement made at the current session by its newly
eiected Chairman, Professor Cornelius De Jager. The Committee took note, in
particular, of the study prepared by Working Group 6 of COSPAR on the application
of remote sensing to environmental problems, the substance of which had been
presented by its representative to the last session of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee {A/AC.105/C.1/L.51).

B. Congsideration of the scientific and technical
aspects of internaticnal co-operation

Exchange of information

33. In regard to exchange of information, the Committee noted with appreciation
the reports submitted by Member States on their national and international
co-operative space programmes. In this connexion, the Committee endorsed the

view of the Sub~Committee that requests for national reports should be made
following the meeting of the Committee and that they should be submitted to the
Secretariat by the following Jenuary, in order to allow the Sub-~Committee
sufficient time to study them well ahead of its session. The Committee urged
Member States, who have not done so, to provide information on their national and
co-operative space programmes to the Committee, in order to enhance the usefuiness
of the "Review of national and co-operative international space activities™.

Education and training

3L. The Committee reviewed the progress achieved in the field of international
co~operation in education and training in the peaceful uses of outer space,
including training in practical applications of space technology, as indicated
in paragraphs 28 to 32 of the report of the Sub-Committee.

35. It expressed appreciation to the Governments of Brazil, France, India, Italy,
Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States, which had offered fellowships

in various fields of space technology and to the renewal of such offers made at
the present session of the Committee.

36. The Committee welcomed in this connexicon the announcement made at the present
session by the representative of Japan on the number and conditions of scholarships

offered.

37. The Committee also welcomed the announcement by the United States that the
National Aeronautical and Space Administration was inviting each lember of the
United Wations and the specialized agencies to send a science-oriented teenager
to tour scientific facilities in the United States and %o attend the December
launch of Apollo 17 to the moon at Cape Kernedy.

38. In bringing the offers of fellowships to the attention of lember States,

particuiarly the developing countries, the Committee took note of the view that,
vhere not so provided for, offers of fellowships should also include travel
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grants, whenever possible, to enable more candidates from developing countries
to fully take advantage of such offers.

Space technology and the environment

39. The Committee noted the view expressed by some members thal in its future
activity it should also be concerned with the potential of satellites and cther
space platforms for monitoring the human environment, and thus help achieve the
objectives set by the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, held in
tockholm in June 1972.

ho, The Committee took note that the two reports prepared by the Secretariat
with the assistance of consultants entitled "The use of ecarth survey satellites

in monitoring the changes in the global enviromment" (A/AC.105/C.1/VIII/CRP.1) and
"The role of earth satellites in the study of the human enviromment"
(A/AC.105/C.1/VITII/CRP.2), had been brought to the attention of the United Wations
Conference on the Human Eavircnment, in accordance with the Sub-Committee’s 1971
report.

41. It also noted that the OCuter Space Affairs Division had organized a panel on
"The Use of Remote Sensing from Aircraft and Spacecraft for Monitoring the
Environmental Changes and Conditions" at the United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment, where experts from mewbers of the Committee including Brazil,
Tndis, Italy, Sweden and the United States of America participated.

42. The Committee recommended that the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee
also give consideration to the potential of satellites and other space platforms
for monitoring the human envircnment.

43, The Commitiee expressed its view in this connexion that, in the event of the
report of the Stockholm Conference being adopted by the General Assembly, it would
be desirable for the Chairman of the Committee and the Secretsry-General to
estzblish appropriate contact with the proposed organization for human
environment, on the future activity of the Committee in matiters relating to space
technolcgy and the environment.

L, The Committee shared the views expressed by some membees concerning the need
for further disseminstion of information among public policy-imakers, economic
planners, environmentalists and other officials concerned with policy-making on
the potential of satellites and other space platforms for moniteoring the humen
environment. The Committee therefore was of the opirion that the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee might wish to consider the wpossibility of preparing, iIf
possible in 1973, a panphlet of several pages long in order to meet thai need,
and in so doing to consult interested specialized agencies, scientific
organizations, such as COSPAR, and to take into accouni the various papers
referred to in the above paragraphs.

Rocket launching stations reports

45, The Committees noted the section of the report of the Sub-Committes
concerning the progress accomplished at the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching
Station (TERLS) in TIndia, and the CELPA, Mar del Plata Launching Station in

srgentina, and shared the Sub-Committee's satisfaction at the work relating to
international co-operative projects being carried out at the two ranges. It
pnoted in particular the reports submitted by Argentina and Indis to the
sub-Committee in this respect. The Commitiee accordingly recommended that the
ceneral Assembly continue sponsorship of the two ranges.

16, The Committee also welcomed the announcement made by the representative of
ayeden, referred to in paragraph 36 of the Sub-Committee's report, to the effect
that the ESRANGE-Kiruna range would be made svailable for international
co~operative projects.

United Nations registry of launchings of space objects

L7. The Committee expressed its appreciation thait in conformity with the
provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of General Assembly resolution 1721 B (xv1), it
had continued to receive information from States concerning objects which they had
launched into orbit. Since the Committee's last report, information has been
furnished by France, Japan, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Nerthern Ireland and the United States of America. The
information received has been placed in the public registry maintained by the
Secretary-General and has been circulated in documents A/AC.105/INF.236-258.

C. The Working Group on Remote Sensing of the
Barth by Satellites

48. The Committee noted that the Working Group on Remote Sensing of the Earth

by Satellites had held its preparatory session during the ninth session of the
Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, in May 1972. It took note, in particular,
of the conclusions reached at this session as contained in annex I of the report
of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, in which the Working Group outlined
its future work.

49, The Committee also noted that the Working Group had requested the
Secretary-General to prepare a background paper essessing the documents and other
data brought to its attention and had set up a task force - consisting of experts
appointed by the Governments of Canada, France, India, Sweden, the Union of

Soviet Sccialist Republics and the United States of fmerica, under the chairmanship
of Dr. Franco Fiorio, Chairman of the Working Group - to assist the
Secretary-General in this respect.

50. The Committee looked forward to the report of the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee on the progress of the work of the Working Group.




IVv. OTHER MATTERS

A, Cbserver status for the Euronean Snace Organization (TSRO)
and the Eurcpean Launcher Develomment Organization (ELDO)

51. The Conmittee received the requests by the European Svace Research Orzanizati
(ESRO) and the European Launcher Development Organization (ELDO)} for observed staty
with the Committee, and it agreed at its 115th meeting on 11 September to grant

Observer status to both organizations and to invite them to particirvate in its yop

B. Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites

52. The Committee considered a working peper presented by Sweden during its sessiop
proposing the reconveninng of the Vorking Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites '
(A/AC.105/3V /WP.1).

53. The Committee recalled that the Working Group, established in conformity with
resolution 2453 B (XXIII)D nad so far held three sessions and presented three
reports on technical, economic, legal, social, organizational and other aspects of
direct broadecast satellites. It further recalled resclution 2733 A (XXV),
unanimously adopted by the General Assembly, in which the Assembly endorsed the
conclusions reached by the Working Group and, with respect to future work, requested
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quier Space to keep uander review the question:
of reconvening the Working CGroup at such time as additional material of substance
might have become available.

5ht. The Committee noted in this connexion that, during the last two years, action
nad been taken by concerned international organizations on varicus aspects of
broadcasting from satellites some of which were of direct relevance to the work of
the Committee on the Peacetul Uses of Quter Space, namely:

(a) The decisions and recommendations adopted by the ITU at the Worid
Administrative Radio Conference for Space Telecommunications, Geneva, 1971; these
decisions, which upon ratification will enter into force on 1 January 1973, deal
with the allocation of freguencies for all kinds of space communicaticns, including
satellite broadcasting, as well as with the technical and administrative
regulations concerning the establishment and operations of satellite communication
systems .

{(b) The draft declaration of guiding principles on the use of satellite
broadcasting for the free flow of information, the spread of education and greater
cultural exchange, transmitted by the Director--General of UNESCO to the Secretary-
General (A/AC.105/10L);

(e) The on-going work performed by UNESCO and the World Intellectual Property
Organization with regard to the protection of television signals transmitted via
satellites.

-10-

55. he Committee further noted that on 11 August 1972 the USSR requested the )
jpelusion in the agendas of the twenty-seventh session of the General Assembly of the

stion of the elgboration cf an international conventlon on principles governing

Oue - - - a . - - —
- by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadecasting.

the use

55, In light of these developments, the Committee on.the'Peaceful'Usgs of Ouler
gpace reccmmended that its Yorkin~< Group, in viev of ils 1nterd15c1p}1nary
cnaracter aud its co-ordination functions, should be reconvened to Suudg the new
substantive naterial now available concerning the subjgcﬁumattgr under its mandate
and to list possibilities for further sction by the United MWations and the
speciilized agencies in thelr future work.

. Draft Declaration of Guiding Principles on the Use o?
Satellite Broadcasting for the Free Flow of Information,
the Spread of LDducation and Greater Cuitural Exchange

57. As regards the above UNESCO draft Geclaration, the Committee, having‘heard the
views expressed by its members, endorsed the conclusion stated by the Chairman at
the 117th meeting that, as & principal United Hations organ on outer space,
providing a "focal point’ for international co-operation in the pgaceful uses and
;xploration of outer space, as stated in General Assembly resoliution 172} (XvI),
the Cormittee had the obligation to comment on the UNESCO draft declgratlon. The
Committee regretted that it had not been able to comment thereon during the present
session. Vevertheless, many delegations felt that the Committee should comment

and  that those comments should be made at a stage where UNESCO can usefully take
sccount of the Committee’s views. They expressed the hope that the General
Conference of UIESCO would favourably consider giving the Committee on.the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space further opportunity to comment before finally adontlng.the_
text of the draft decliaration. However, some delegations did not share this view,
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V. FUTURE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE AND ITS SUBSIDIARY ORGANS

Calendar of meetings

58. 1In i i i
2 reco;;giéiiiéig t?e.iates forﬂlts fgture meeting, the Committee had before j
oe recommend recommg dlds two guo—Commlttees. The Scientific and Technical e
the Losol Smecommittn ed that its tenth sgssion be held for two weeks in May 19
e gal Bub P iS%Brecgﬁmigieiothat 1§stﬁwelfth session be held fromﬁ 135
= . urse of the present session, itt
int:geafizzizsaihmade by the representative of Japan at the 112th EQZtgzimiE;Ze =i
; the sessions of the Committee be held in June, instead ofJSepteéber

59. The Committee, having deliberated on the matter, and after informal

consultaticns with its memb
: T ers, agreed on the T 71 i
sesslon and those of ils subsidiary hodies: Piowing schedule for it 1973

Place Time

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of

Quter Space New York 25 June-6 July
Le?al ?ub—Committee Hew York 26 March-20 April
Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee New York 7-18 Hay |
Woiking Group on Semote Sensing of the :

Aa%th by Satellites Hew York 29 January-9 Februar
Working Group on Dirsct Broadcast '

Satellites New York 11-22 June

Summary records of the Legal Sub-Committees

6G.  The It 4
Committee approved the recommendations of the Legal Sub-Committee that all

its meetings at ti i i
undarstaﬂd;nw Eltée forthecoming session be provided with summary records, on the
1 g that such procedure would not entail additional expenses %

kg
"

As regards t 1

Sub_CQmmitteeoafiz éhe gzimary records of the Scientific and Technical

mmd , Tl ommittee was informed th imi

- : : T hat arrangements si

for 1ts sessicn in 1972 would he continued. ; smitar to those mads

~1o-

ANNEX T

Statement by the Secretary-General at the opening meeting of
the resumed fifteenth session of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space on > September 1972

It gives me great pleasure to join you on the occasion of the first meeting of
the resumed fifteenth session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.
T also take this opportunity to extend my best wishes to the new Chairman of the
Committee, Ambassador Jankowitsch, for the successful work of the Committee under

his leadership.

International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space has preoccupied
the United Nations ever since it became clear what the orbiting of man-made
satellite would have in store for mankind. It was only natural that, in the
peginning, the international community welcemed the technological fact with mixed
feelings. There was the hope, on the one hand, that the benefits from this new
technology would be immense if used for the improvement of man's destiny on
earth; there was the apprehension, on the other, that if abused the technclogy
could bring mankind closer 1o the brink of disaster.

The first and second decades of space exploration and activity have, because
of man's prudence, allayed this apprehension, and have witnessed a blissful era
of international co-operation in this field. The progress achieved has also
provided the international community with eloguent testimony of a historical
process through which, given the political will, an area of potential rivalry and
conflict in international politics can he turned into a fruitful co-operative
endeavour for the benefit of mankind.

Tt is in that spirit, of course, that the world community has welcomed the
agreements reached in the last few years between the two space Powers for enhancing
their co-operation in joint space programmes, including, more recently, the
agreement for the joint docking of United States and Soviet spacecraft and

stations envisaged for 1975.

Of no less importance has been other bilateral and multilateral international
co-operation among other States, including the developing countries, in the
seientific exploration and practical applications of space technology in the
area of communications, meteorology and remote sensing of earth resources.

Much credit for this achievement goes to the international community for its
constant prodding and encouragement, and I am most grateful that the United Nations
has not failed to be an active participant in this process.

During the many years that I pad the privilege of being associated with this
Committee, I was consbantly impressed and heartened, even during the most
controversial periods, by the sincere desire of members of the Committee truly to
promote the peaceful exploration of outer space, honestly to search for ways and
means through which the penefits derived from such exploration would be shared by
211 Member States, and to employ the machinery of the United Wations for these ends
whenever possible.
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penefits to an even larger number in the future. We are on the threshold of
another practical application of space technology: the remote sensing of earth
resources by satellites - a technology which could become a most effective device
in securing information about utilizing the earth's environment and it3 resources
to alleviate the shortage of food, the problem of pollution and the conservation of
neture. And there is no doubt that the future will bring additional new

developments in outer space.

Throughout this time, the United Wations system has concerned itself with
the energetic promotion of international co-operation in the applications of
space technology. The World Meteorological Organization's utilization of
meteorological satellites for its World Weather Watch and programmes, the
Ipternational Telecommunication Union's involvement with communication satellites,
and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s concern
with the use of communication satellites for education are but some examples of

such concern.

With the sppointment of an sxpert on space applications two years ago, the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space has made it possible for the United
llations itself to pursue a programme of international co-operation to promote
the use of practical applications of space technology. With limited means, United
Nations activity in this area has now been developed into a modest but meaningful

programme.

As the area of space applications is being widened, it should be possible to
extend international co-operation in newer areas of activity. The resources and
experience of the United Nations might be utilized in this context in a manner
that not only would ensure that the practical benefits from space would become
available to all nations but also would ensure a sirengthening of the
capabilities of the United Nations to act as a focal point in such international

Programmes .

I wish this Committee continued success in promoting international
co~operation in the peaceful uses and exploration of oubter space.
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ANNEX II

Opening statement by the Chairman at the 110th meeting of the
Committee on 5 September 1972

Tt is a privilege for your Chairman to address the Committee at the outset
of our work. Perhaps it is a little bit unfair for the Chairman to address the
Committee without even asking whether anybody else wants to speak. However, I
understand that this is a tradition of the Committee. The agenda contains an
item entitled "Statement by the Chairman", and T shall therefore with your -
permission now proceed with my statement.

May I first say in my personal capacity what a great honour and special
privilege it is for me to be able to preside for the first time over a regular
session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. I already had the
opportunity in May to assure the Committee of my determination to assist it in
every way possible in carrying out its tasks and I am looking forward with great
pleasure to most fruitful, effective and cordial co-operation with all the
delegations present, the representatives of the specialized agencies, and the
observers, and last but not least with the Secretariat of the United Nations, in

particular the Outer Space Affairs Division under the experienced guidance of
Mr. Abdel-Ghani.

Before the Committee enters into consideration of the problems and questions
it is at present concerned with, it has become customary for the Chairman to
review - and I will be as brief as I can ~ some of the major events in outer
space since the last session of the Committee. T think this may be particularly
useful to provide a framework for our later debates. May I reming the Committee,
therefore, of the following most important events in outer space.

On 28 September 1971, Japan launched its first scientific satellite,
Shinsei,

On 3 October 1971, the Soviet Lunokhod 1 completed its exploration programme
on the surface of the moon.

On 29 Cctober 1971, the United Kingdom launched its X-3 Prospero scientific
satellite from Woocmera and became the sixth country successiully to place &
satellite into orbit.

The United States Mariner 9 successfully transmitted on 9 November 1971

29 photographs of the planet Mars in a first test of the space system as it neared

its rendezvous with the planet.

On 15 Wovember 1971, an international agreement establishing Intersputnik,
an international space communication organization, was signed in Moscow.

On 2 December 1971, for the first time, an instrument package of the

automatic station Mars 3 of the Soviet Union made a soft landing upon the surface
of Mars. Dates from the station were transmitted to earth.
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. space venture in March of this year.

At the beginning of this year, a capsule of the Soviet station Luna-20

- returned to earth bringing back lunar samples.

An American spacecraft, Pioneer 10, was launched in March of this year on

 the first mission to explore the environs of the planet Jupiter.

As the Committee Xnows, the Apollo 16 mission successfully completed its
The crew succeeded in carrying out most
of its objectives and brought a large amount of samples from the moon back

to earth.

On the political side, an agreement was signed in May of this year between
the President of the United States of America and the Prime Minister of the )
tnion of Soviet Socialist Republics for co-operation between these two countries
in the exploration of space.

This provided a legal basis for the already existing space co—-gperation
between the United States and the Soviet Union and is undoubtedly a most welcome
step towards promotion of international co-operation in space.

May T conclude this round-up of space events by reminding the Comgittee that
on 10 July of this year the Soviet Union launched its 500th satellite i1n the

Cosmos series.

From the same country, the Venera 8 automatic interplanetary station-was
Jaunched in August. This new Soviet space experiment ensured during 15 minutes
the transmission to the earth of valusble scientific data from the surface of the

illuminated side of Venus.

In August 1972, the United States launched the heaviest scientific satellite
ever projected into space so far. It is the space observatory Copernicus
vhich circles the earth at a distance of about 400 miles.

Fipally, in August 1972, Japan successfully launched its fourth scientific
satellite from the space centre of Uchinoura.

The first Earth Resources Technology Satellite (ERTS-1) was successfully
launched by the United States aboard a two-stage Delta rocket from the Western
Test Range in Lompoc, California, on 23 July 1972, Since the ERTS experiment is of
the highest importance for the future activities of the Working Group on Remote
Sensing, I should like to take a few minutes to go into a 1ittle more detail on

this experiment.

From a 570-mile elliptical, near-polar orbit, three television - videcon -
cameras equipped with colour filters will take pictures in the blue-green, red and
near—infrared bands, and a radiation scanner will make measurements in visible
green and red and two infrared bands. The television cameras will simultaneously
view a single 115-mile by 1lbk-mile square of the earth's surface every 25 seconds,
scanning, for instance, the entire area of the United States in 500 photographs.
Those are just a few of the most interesting data on this new technological
satellite.

The ERTS-1 satellite is a first step in studying the feasibility of remote
sensing of the earth by satellite for gathering information on a global scale which

-17-




can be of economic or social value to scientific, commercial and governmental
interests. It is hoped that the data provided will eventuzslly produ;e ‘
breakthroughs in the efficiency of such activities as agriculture, forestr
geology, hydrology, geography, metecrology, ecolegy and oceanograghy. i

X Thgre are at present some 300 investigators from the United States and
%3 Iore%gg countries and two internaeiional organizations expected to participat
in specific research projects in the programme, with 25 NASA speéiali;ts h lp? :
in the_organization of the results submitted by each investigator. A1l Tepme
investigators have access to all data from the ERTS instrume;ts. .

The process%ng of data obtained from the satellite will tzke place at the
Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland, and it is antibipate” that
more thgn 390,000‘photographs and digital images will be produced each V;eg-a
These will be available to the public, especially at the United States 5epa£tment

S a Y T 1n - allS 5

. IAl% the space activities whigh I have just mentioned are truly impressive
an wish, on behalf of the Committee, sincerely to congratulate all countries
con?erned on the tremendous successes science and humen ingenuity have th
schieved through their efforts. -

‘ I_c?me now to the work before the Committee in the legal field and in th
sc1§nt1flc and technical domain. I feel cbliged, first of all, to thank th -
Chglrman of the Legal Sub-Committee, Dr. Wyzner of Poland Whouis here withe
this afternoon; the Chairman of the Scientific and Techni;al Sub-Committee -
Prof@ssor Carver of Australia; and the Chairman of the Working Group on P” v
Sensing, Dr. Fiorio of Italy, for the excellent work they have donep e

The reports before us clearly refiect the progress which was made during th
past year. I par?icularly welcome the decision of the Legal Sub—Cémmittee ti )
Euthorlz§ its Chairman, Dr. Wyeper, officially to present the report of that
Sub-Committee to us. T shall therefore not go into any further detail of the
legal report but rather attemrt a brief general apvraisal of whaf has been done.

S CIn gccordance.wi?h a decision taken at our last session in September 1971, the
Sub-Cormittee QEalt t:rl‘th9 as matters of priority, questions relating to the m;;n
and to the registration of space objects. -

The L§gal Sub-Committee at its eleventh session established a Working Grou
?or an a?tlcleubyuarticle consideration of proposals relating to aldréftg o
1nte?natlonal treaty concerning the moon. Tﬁe ﬁorking Group formulated the text
of the pream?le and 21 articles of the draft treaty; they wére approved b -
the SubTCommlttee and are contained in paragraph 21 of its reporgp The dgaft
treaty is, however, as yet incomplete, and provisions on which agéeement was not
reached were placed within square hrackets. There are several i ; | é
before the draft treaty can be finalized. - hesues to pe seriie

One fundamental aspect which still needs to be resolved pertains to the
scope of the treaty, namely, whether the treaty should be formulated s k7
apply also to "other celestial bodies". On this matter different viewz 32 eo
expressed by the members of the Legal Sub-Comittee. Anocther major questign
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relates to whether or not the provisions of the draft treaty should extend to

cover the natural resources of the moon. Some delegations strongly advocated the
inclusion of provisions in the draft treaty to cover natural resources of the moon
55 well. On the other hand, there were delegations which took the position that

it wmight be too early at this stage of explorstion, when little is known of the
technological possibilities and economic uses of the nabtural resources of the moon,
to provide for a legal régime for the resources of the moon. The other questions
relate to a proposal concerning notification and reporting on moon missions and the
question of the liability of States for damage caused on the moon.

Many of the principles on which the present draft treaty is based are to
be found in the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon snd other Celestial Bodies,
2nd those principles have found reaffirmastion in the provisions of this drafi
treaty. The draft treaty, however, on several matters, even in its present
incomplete state, represents a significant advance over earlier agreements, and
a substantial amount of agreement on new treaty provisions has been reached.
T would therefore express a moderate amount of optimism on the chances of
finalizing this treaty, perhaps in the course of this session, and transmitting it
to the General Assembly at its twenty~seventh session for final approval. '

I appeal to all representatives to meke every effort to reach solutions for
the few still outstanding questions of a substantive nature, of which 1 am of
course perfecily awvare.

So far as the gquestion of registration of space objects is concerned, we have
learned from the report of the Legal Sub-Committee that the two previous drafts
presented by Canada and Frapce were merged in a single text, which will provide the
basis for further deliberations on the subject by this Committee and the Legal

Sub-Committee.

T turn now briefly to the activities of our Committee in the seientific and
technical fields. I feel that now that the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
(uter Space has been in existence for some 10 years +he time may have come to
reflect upon, to review and To appraise the work of the Committee and its
Seientific and Technical Sub-Committee in a comprehensive and perhaps sometimes
necessarily critical way. While not attempting to prejudge in any way the positions
and points of view of members of this Committee on the various subjects, I would
nevertheless ask permission to present a few personal considerations.

Tt is commonly stated that our Committee should be the focal point of United
Wations activities in outer space. In the seientific and technical area some
of the initiatives taken in the past, such as the sponsorship of launching
facilities, have encouraged international co-operation in space science. While
this is an imporiant feature, it is becoming increasingly obvious that the field
of major activity in the future will be the area of space applications. During the
1970s these applications and their political, scientific and legal aspects should
therefore be a main concern of this Committes. United Nations action in this field
has been relevant in some areas but feirly reduced in others. Let me just give a
few examples in proof of this statement. ‘

In the field of meteorology the General Assembly, on the initiative of
some Members of the United Nations, started the World Weather Watch in 1961. As far
as communications are concerned, the General Assembly considered this subject for
the first time in its resolution 1721 D (¥vI) and stated that
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... communications by means of satellites should be available to the

nations of the world as soon as practi i {mi
natione P icable on a global and non-discriminstg

That belief has been reiterated several tim : ;
es, th ¢
resolution 2776 (XXVI). » the last time in General Assembly

The Commitlhee has so far never o i ibili
: ) . penly considered the possibility of a ro
for the United Nations in the organization of a multinational or globsl systeie

As to the question of direct broadeast, it was implicit i i
of the Working Group created to study the subject duriig 196912n§hi9$gcsﬁzingitlo
Group did not visualize a role for the United Nations in the organizational )
aspects, but thought it necessary that the United Wations should take actions 1
thg rggulatory and %ggal aspects. The present proposal of a convention on S
principles governing the use of satellites for direct television broadcast whi
the USSR has requested be considered by the General Assembly will presumabl¥ ren

require action by this C it i
o X cmnmittee and the Legal Sub-Committee and/or the Working

As far as the question of navigation and communication services for mariti
and aeronautical uses is concerned, the Scientific and Technical Sub—Commiti e
as we all know, created a Working Group on Navigation Satellites as far b .kees
1967: The.Working Group has asked IMCO and ICAO to keep the matter unée S
consideration but has not met since then. Several countries are in the §i 1
study o? an experimental aerosat system and a subsequent operationél syst ;af
the Pacific gnd the North Atlantic. ICAQ and IMCO have studied the Drgbl: .
Even though it is a subject of less relevance to the developing countries m:t i
perhaps regrettable that the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spaﬂ; ;aslzo

taken action in regard to the or i i
Ar ganization of any system that mi
to solve maritime and seronautical needs. 7 HERT be crested

Let me now say a few words about a subj i i i
C Jject which is of direct concern to
the actual work of the Committee - the question of remote sensing.

The Working Group for Surveying the Earth b i it i
expe9ted that the final report will be suhmittedydijzséligiz hainmizé e s
cons%derat%on of its objectives in this area, the Committee éhould ive due
consideration to the adviee of both the Scientific and Technical Su%-Committea
and the.nggl Sub-Committee. Particularly with regerd to remote sensing, in ;ie
of the initial success of the ERTS it should, in my view request from.tﬁe Worki
Group and th§ Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee definite proposals - in
?Ecordan?e Wth the terms of reference, of course - for United Nations action
if any, in this field. Partieularly as it is a multidisciplinary activity an&
of 1n?ere5t to other bodies of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social
Council - that is, the Committee on Watural Resources and the propcsed

organization for the environment - it should . 1
consider ;
could be co-ordinated. how these activities

_ One of the objections that might be raised to such = proposal is that such’
action by the United Nabions might be premature., It should be recalled |
howevgr, thét the World Weather Watch was created when meteorological s;xelliteé
were in the}r early stage of development and that many of the capabilities WhiCﬁ
are the basis of the present operational system were acquired only later. A
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caubious but nevertheless optimistic vision of the future should guide the
activity of the Committee in such a way as to allow all the countries of the
world to share in the possible benefits of the system with adequate time to

consider their participation, prepare their personnel, develop adequate

sapeilities, obtain new instrumentations, and so on, beforehand.

FTinally - and I would ask members to forgive me for taking up so much of
their time -~ I want to touch upon the area which should, T think be given a
yery prominent place in the deliberations of our Commitbee in the years to come:
+he Programme on Space Applications. The Programme has now been in existence
for two years. In 1971, it operated virtually without resocurces. In 1972,
some limited resources became available. A programme for 1973 on the basis
of a similar level of expense has been approved by the Scientific and Technical
sub-Committee, as have guidelines for 197k,

After two years of operation, with the allocation of a minimum amcunt of
resources, it will be necessary to evaluate how and to what extent this Programme
ig fulfilling the objectives of the Committee. Therefore, it is my feeling that it
will be appropriate for the Committee during 1973 to re-examine the objectives
of the Progremme on Space Application and to have an evaluation from the Expert on
Space Applications of the ways in whieh the Programme is fulfilling these
objectives, The evaluation should be congidered by the Scientific and Technical
gub-Committee during 1974 so as to allow the Committee to make proposals to the
General Assembly at the end of that same year, at the latest. This will be
necessary also because it is expected that at that time the characteristics of
operational systems in the area of remote sensing and perhaps in direct broadcast
will be known, and it will be possible %o Gefine the future activity of the
promotion of space applications based on a long-term programme.

When we reflect upon the work programme of the Committee and its Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee vis-d-vis the Programme on Space Applications, it
is apparent that because of the generalized and crowded agenda the Sub~Committee
is often unable to give detailed consideration to the Programme on Space
Applications. It might be considered more productive for the Committee, as the
policy-oriented body, to establish a system of priorities and direct the
Sub-Committee to study and make definite recomrendations on given priority items
each vear. This would eliminate the need for ad hoc working groups, encourage
expert representation at, and thereby enhance the effectiveness of , the meetings
of the Sub-Committee. Above all, the Sub-Committee would be able to give in-depth
consideration and propose useful programmes, at least in a few of the vital areas

of space applications already described.

In attempting to evaluate some aspects of the future role of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space, I must say that I feel rather strongly
sbout a few aspects of our future work. I think that what this Committee should
try to do is to avoid being merely a rubber-stamping agency for reports submitted
by our Sub-Committees, being only a sort of mail service in transmitting the
decisions and recommendations of those organs to the General Assembly. This would
certainly not be conducive to the enhancement of the reputation and effectiveness
of our Committee apd of its members. I think we must rather seek to provide
ieadership, to come forward with our own initiatives and to give directives to
“he Sub-Committees and the Working Group concerning all aspects of their work.
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yploration and use of outer space, in particular in the exploration of the moon.
r i i imagi i i ent to
the guestions to be included in the agenda of future sessions of the Legal Hen and mechanical devices of almost unimaginable ingenuity have been s

. . . . ‘s : o moon; men and mechanical devices of considerable mobility have travelled over
Sub-Comm%ttee. Whll? recognizing that it was.W1th1n ﬁhe compe?ence of the L?gal de areas of the moon; and samples have been brought back to earth., FEven while
Sub-gommlttee to assign priorities to the yarious SubQGCtS on 1ts agenda, ?hls - e Sub-Committee was in session, a United States expedition, in the Apollo
Commlttge nevgrtheless recommended th§t priority be given to mat?ers relating 4o sies, journeyed to the moon, spent several days on the moon and returned to
the registration of objec?s launcheq into space for the explo?atlon or use of - ~th with an unprecedented quantity of the substance of the moon for study.
outer space, and to guestions relating to the moon. The Committee, at the same

; N - Ehat L me expeditions of the USSR and its experiments conducted with the help of
timeabtoog nOtE Oihthe p?efer?nci‘exzfessedfby several de%egi§1ons :t prloritg pumokhod and other automatic instruments have shown the remarkable degree to
2-80 D grUen Lo hae vamous fibLloatiors o space commimicabions, Mathels rela i td of the moon by mechanical dewvices capable of moving over
to the definition and/or delimitation of outer space and outer space activities, ich exploration v P

i i been developed. Unmanned at
. s s . . . Jarge distances for periods of several months @ave _
:Eivzizts§seziiztizioﬁiczgtlv1tles cerried out through remote sensing satellite exploration of the planets Venus, Mars and Jupiter has also begun. Undoubtedly,

the not too distant future more countries will participate in manmned and
anned explorations of ocuter space, individually as well as through programmes
of international co-operation.

These recommendations of the Committee were, as members are aware, endorsed
by the General Assembly in resolution 2776 (XXVI) of 29 November 1971.

The 1968 Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts
d the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space and the 1972 Convention on
ternational Liability for Damage Caused by Srace Objects, respectively,
eveloped and elaborated the basic provisions on assistance and return as well as
iability, contained in the outer space Treaty. It seemed then timely and
necessary that a specific draft treaty on the mocn and perhaps on other celestial
podies as well should be formulated on the basis of the outer space Treaty.

The Committee also noted, at its fourteenth session, that the USSR had submit
to the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session a draft internatiocnal
treaty concerning the moon, on which some members of the Committee made
observations. In its resolution 2779 (XVI) of 29 November 1971, the General :
Assembly, among other things, took note of the draft treaty proposed by the USSR
and requested that this Committee and its Legal Sub-Committee consider, as a
matter of pricrity, the question of the elaboration of a draft international
treaty concerning the moon. The General Assembly also requested that a report
thereon be made to it at its twenty-seventh session.

Accordingly, the Sub-Committee, shortly after the commencement of its session,
considered it desirable, having regard to the fact that there were already certain
pecific proposals before it with respect to the moon, that a working group of the

The Legal Sub-Committee was mindful of these General Assembly resolutions hole should be established for article-by-article consideration of proposals.

and the recommendations of the Committee when adopting its agende and deciding
on the organization of its work for its eleventh session., The Sub-Committee
thus accorded priority to items 2 and 3 of its agenda, namely, "Matters relating
to the registration of objects launched into space for the exploration or use of
outer space” and "Questions relating to the moon”. The Sub-Committee also
provided delegations with the opportunity to express their views on the other
questions which were included under item 4 of the Sub-Committee's agenda and to
which I have just referred, and to have those views recorded in the summary
records. As members know, summary records were maintained only for the fourth
week of the Sub-Committee's eleventh session, in accordance with a decision taken
by this Committee.

The proposals considered by the Working Group are mentioned in
paragraphs 16-18 of the Sub-Committee's report. The basis of the Working Group's
examination of provisions was the USSR draft "international Treaty concerning the
Moon", which contained the texts of a preamble, 11 substantive articles, and
final clauses. The Committee will also note that a number of specific proposals
were made by other delegations in the course of the Working Group's discussions,
meny of them by the delegation of the United States.

The texts finally formulated by the Working Group and approved by the
Sub-Committee sre set out in paragraph 21 of the Sub~Committee's report.

On the two priority subjects, the Sub~Committee sought to accord the fullest
opportunity to delegations to consider the two subjects as thoroughly as possible
in the time available: in the plenary meetings of the Sub-Committee; in working
groups of the whole which were established by the Sub-Committee for each of the t
subjects, for article-by-article consideration of proposals; and, whenever it was

deemed necessary, by allowing for informal consultations and negotiations between
delegations.

_ Members will note that the text contains a preawmble and the provisions of
21 articles, including final clauses. The draft treaty, as members will note,
however, requires completion, and provisions on which agreement was not reached
were placed within sgquare brackets,

_ One fundamental aspect which still needs to be resolved pertains to the scope

‘of the treaty, namely, whether the treaty should be formulated so as to apply also

‘to Y"other celestial bodies”. On this matter, as the summary records of the .
n i i ‘Sub-Committee will show, different views were expressed. On the one hand, it was

§a$;lyaf QueStloisf?elatlngtiott?e moon’, that greater progress was made. May said thab the troaty should be formulated so es to apply only to the moon, as

the :ﬁi_gzzmigizersliztozi (A7Acl§g?}10i§ 1s dealt with in paregraphs 15 to 21 of human knowledge of conditions on celestial bodies other than the moon was,

P ) ) comparatively spesking, of a very limited nature. On the other hand, it was

‘Pointed out that the provisions formulated in the draft treaty appeared to be

-entirely appropriate for application to other celestial bodies as well. This was

‘tlearly a matter, however, on which some further deliberation was necessary. One

The Committee will note that it was under item 3 of the Sub-Committee's agenda

The preparation, under item 3 of its agenda, of a draft treaty on the moon
seemed desirable and important to the Sub-Committee. Since the outer space Treat
was adopted by the General Assembly in 1966, great advances have been made in the
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possibie solution is that mentioned in the foot-note to the first preambular

paragraph, namely, that a provision might be included in the treaty stating th

Fhe trea?y shall apply-alsg to other celestial bodies until such time as prov‘a?

1s made in other treaties in relation to specifiec celestial bodies. reion

I would add, however, that once it is decid

_ ed that the treaty should a

Eniz ti the gzong or to the moon and other celestial bodies as well, only m?iiz
extual amendments will be regquired to deal with thi i i i

o o teoty. is point in the final text

A number of the principles on which the ;
. present draft treaty is based g
be f9u§d in the outer space Treaty, and these principles have been reaffirmege't
ﬁrov151ons of the draft treaty. As you, Sir, have noted, the draft treaty doezn
owever, represent on many matters a significant advance on what was obtained ’

before, and a substential amount of .
reached. agreement on new treaty provisions has been

I should like to draw attention, for example, to such matters as:

Prohibition of the threat or use of for i
: : ce or any other hostil
threat of hostile act (article II, paragraph 2); o ack o

grozisign to the effect that in all activities ccvered by the treaty due
regard should be paid to the interests of present and fx i

‘ utu

(article IV, paragraph 1); re generations

The vi&est possi?le international co-operation in pursuance of the treaty
on a multilateral basis, on a bilateral basis, or through international
intergovernmental organizations (article IV, paragraph 2);

Proyision t9 the ef?ect that the Secretary-General as well as the public
an t?eflntggiatlonal scientific community should be informed, to the grea%est
xten easible and practicable, of activities covered by t
(article IV, paragraph 3); v the treaty

.

na Thg right to.collect and remove samples of mineral and other substances

gid fzglgita poi?lonlof §uch samples available to other interested States Partie
ernational scientific community for scientific i i | '

(article V. pavoseenh 2): tific investigation

] Measures to minimize the disruption of the existing balance of the
env1ro§men? whether by introducing adverse changes in such environment., harmful
contamination through the introduction of exira environmental matt ' |
otherwise (article VI, paragraph 1); e

Scienii?i%natlon of aﬁeas having special scientific interest as international
preserves for which special protective arrange )

i il

(article VI, paragraph U); gements are to be agreed

. Prgvis%on to the effect that to pursue their activities covered by the treal

st:tiznsazzéeg miyl?ozg freely personnel, space vehicles, equipment, facilities
installations over oy below the surfa i

Sraone N Inete ce of the moon (article VII,

T

Provision to the effect that a State Party may establish a manned or unmanned
tation, use only that area which is reguired for the needs of the station, and
rovide the Secretary-General with immediate informstion on the location and
srposes of that station and with subsequent information at annual intervals

grticle VIII, paragraph 1);

Obligation to offer shelter in stations, installations, vehicles and other
facilities to persons in distress (article IX, paragraph 2);

Provision to the effect that all space vehicles, equipment , facilities,
stations and installations shall be open to any State Party which may assure
jtself that the activities of other States Parties are compatible with the
provisions of the Treaty; a projected visit requires reasonable advance notice
and appropriate consultations may be held to avoid interference with normal
gperations in the facility to be visited (article XVI, peragraph 1);

Procedures for consultations between States Parties with respect to the
fuifilment of obligations under the Treaty and provision for the Secretary-General's
assistance to be sought should a mutually acceptable settlement not be reached
through consultation or other peaceful means chosen by the parties concerned as
appropriate to the eirvcumstances and nature of the dispute (article XVI,

paragrashs 2 and 3).

Still, some further work remzins to be done before the draft treaty can be
regarded as in final form. On the other hand, as I have pointed out, much
progress has been registered in the Sub—Committee on the general pattern of the
draft treaty and on many specific provisions; and the clauses on which further
consideration was deemed desirable are now known to delegations; and delegations
are aware of each other's views on those provisions.

Moreover, and perhaps most important of all, there was in the Sub-Committee
a confidence that much had been achieved through mutual understanding of points
of view and close co-operation in formulating texts in areas of agreement. There
vas confidence also that existing differences were understood and appreciated,
and that further deliberations on the part of Governments would lead in the
near future, =nd hopefully at this present session of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, to complete success.

T shall now turn to the second subject accorded priority at the Sub-Committee,
namely, "Matters relating te the registration of objects launched into space for
the exploration or use of outer space", item 2 of the Sub-Committee's agenda. It
is dealt with in paragraphs 22 to 31 of the Sub-Committee's report.

There were two proposals before the Sub-Committee under this item: namely,
& draft convention proposed at the eighth session of the Sub-Comnmitiee by the
delegation of France, concerning the registration of objects launched into space
for the exploration or use of outer space; and a draft convention, proposed this
Yeay by the delegation of Canada, on the registration of objects launched into

outer space.

As Fas been noted in paragraph 28 of the Sub-Committee's report, following
?onsultations between the two delegations, the two draft conventions were combined
;nto s single draft convention proposed jointly by the delegations of Canada and
france,
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As in the case of its i ;
. consideration of t
Sub-Committ . _ of the draft treaty o
considerat‘ee established a Working Group of the whole for i t? the moon, th
ion of the joint draft convention. rticle-by-articl

The © :
Sub-cOmmitizgvﬁriﬁgzii bymzhe Working Group is set out in parsgraph 31 of th
. ose provisions on which i N
was not reached were placed within Square brackets zgz;zment in the Working Gy

space would in fact serve a us
eful purpose in % > s o .
and they r ; P in the identificatio .
requirizg :ﬁ:r;z:kfggtgz technlcgl problems which would be raisgdgg;siaijezzJe
. space objecta. Whil . . ¥
other 1le understandi
space g§§:§:tlz§s at?ached to the ability to identify fragggnzgeo;mportance
ensure ident?f' at'mlght return to earth, they did not believe thatman-m?de
ification, and reference was made in this connexion t tﬁarklng e
. (#] a

conclusions reached on th i
S e e matter by the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee

On the ot

that a draft cziieizgiﬁ sﬁnizzigtOfééelegati?nS in the Sub-Committee believed

wes their opinid ration was indeed necessary and i

objects Wougénzgzagﬁjthan adequatg system of internationalriegistiiﬁggiagg‘ ™

Leunches and wonld sh a %eg?l ll?k_between a State and the space object o

registration would ;ziiiztzz 1S§nt1f1cation; znd that such a system 0% ;d:thte

oo € the application of i

outer space ; n of the evolving legal régi

outer svece secivitios. Ty potes et oucer mpace Trekty Lnsorsereren i

of registrati >L "State of registry” end stated that .

of the Conve;z?ozould ?Ss}s? in the identification of space objeiﬁsagzquate sl
on Liebility as well as for purposes of the Agreeme ; Purizses

nt on the

The Compd i -
registration pﬁzzerEl% nzie ;hat.the provisions of the draft convention on
would provide both for 7 the Working Group, which are not within square bracket
maintenance of g centrai system of registration by launching States, and for_th:{
Tn particulan. cach reg%ster‘at the United Wations by the Secr;tary—Generalf
the regicter £t maintp@ce object is to be registered by the launching State in i
General of the esta.bl;ilgrsu9 end each launching State is to inform the Secret
General with data op SE E?? of such reg1§ter and to provide the Secretary—ary—
The information so provfgedlgznzh:hngiztgiytge iniirmation initizlly fumished.
registe . _ ~General would b d

‘in?ormaiigi thz Uhltgd_Natl?ng and States Parties should hav: ?iiieictz thi Cen?r
. provision similar to that contained in the Lisbility Co;ienzizgli

made for the applicatio
X n of the regi i - .
intergovermmental organizations. gistration Convention to international

Those provisio i
¢ ns of the draft convention on which agreement was not reached

in the Working Grou i -
) p and which appesar in s
. R guare br .
on which substantial differences of view existed bZEESgi g:i:;ZLig gexvenn metters
bions .

The Sub-Commi
opinion that the d;:?: 22232ﬁ§?§nt§Xt Prgpired by the Working Group and was of th
. n registrati z .
space required further consideration as a mattzzno§fp§?gi§§; taumehed dnto outer
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is an arduwous task which requi
the part of all participating in that process.
- that the so-called consensus pro

- yalusble, makes the technical fulfilment of
2t any time an objection raised may reverse the &
‘nours of consultations, discussions and drafting work.

" marked by such accomplishments as the 1966 oute

- completed draft treaty on the moo

' for further significant improvement,

" first, the heightened sense of urgen

Finally, I should like ©o draw attention to the recommendations concerning
ation of the future work of the Sub~-Committee. First, the Sub-Committee
+ _ twelfth - session be held from 26 March to

summary records should be prepared and

he Organiz
ecommended that its nex

o April 1973. Secondly, it agreed that
gsued for all meetings of its next session in 1973; this latter decision was

cached on the understanding gathered from the Seeretariat that this would not
ntail additional finaencial implications and would not set a precedent for the
suture. I hope that our parent body will find no difficulty in endorsing those

ynanimous recommendations of the Sub-Committee.

Having said that, I could probably have concluded my introduction of the
b-Commi ttee's report. At the risk of abusing your patience, Mr. Chaiyman, I am
empted, however, to add a few further words of a more personal nature.

this Committee are wall aware of the fact that
ne codification and progressive development of any branch of international law
res juridical skill, patience and determination on
Speaking frankly, I should add
cedure as applied in our work, though politically
this task even more complicated, for
chievements of many laborious

My colleagues and friends in

of the Sub-Committee's activities -
r space Treaty, the 1968 Agreement
the 1972 Liability Convention, and now an almost--
n - one cannot help but feel that these
from being perfect and in the last case certainly open

nre pevertheless milestones in the
the international law of outer space.

Yet, locking back at the last few years
on the Rescue of Astronauts,

doecuments, though far

development of a pioneering field:

can be attributed to at least three factors:
cy dictated by the rapid progress of
technological and humen advances in the exploration of space, which makes the
search for legal rules one of the most fascinating axercises for us lawyers:
second, the political will of space Powers end non~space Powers alike to keep
outer space free from the evils - unfortunately so well known on the earth -

of wars, military sbuse, pollution and hatred; and third, the wonderful spirit of
understanding and compromise that happily prevails in the Legal Sub-Committee,
combined with juridical and diplomatic gualities of the highest standards,
possessed by its members and. the members of the Secretariat, which makes possible

the progress achieved in developing corpus juris spatialis.

in my opinion, this development

T shell therefore conclude by expressing to all my friends, members of the
ho work with us, my warll and heartfeli

Sub-Committee and of the Secretariat w
gratitude for their wnfailing .co—operation and support for our COMMON venture:

peaceful and harmonious uses of outer space.
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