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The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 31 AND 32 (continued)

INTERVATTIONAL CO-OPERATION IN THE PRACEFUL USES OF QUTER SPACE: REPORT OF Tf
COMMITTERE ON THE PRACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (A/31/20: A/C.1/31/3)

PREPARATION OF AN INTERNATIONAIL. CONVENTION ON PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE USE BY
STATES OF ARTIFICYAL EARTH SATELLITES FOR DIRECT TELEVISION BROADCASTING: RE
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (A/31/20; A/C.1/31/3)

Mr., MERKULOV {Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation .

Russian): Space research, the conquest of space, is one of the most importaq
problems of our time, and one which affects the interests of the whole of maﬁ
The life of every people and the system of international relations will in th
future feel the effect of the scluition to these problems, as indeed they will
the effect of the solution to a number of problems affecting our whole planet
This idea was expressed ab the twenty-fifth Congress of the Communist Party o
Soviet Union by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communi
Party of the Soviet Union, L. I. Brezhnev, and this is indeed being confirmed
the whole course of development of international co-operation in outer space.

The Ukrainian delegation believes that the report of the Committee on th
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space presented to the First Committee in document A/3
enables us to take a favourable view of the work done by the Committee as a W
and by its two Sub-Committees, the Secientific and Technical and legsl Sub-Co
The development of broad international co-operation in outer space has been P
by the further strengthening of the position of the forces of peace and progr
the world which prevail in the political climate of dé&tente, and embodiment o
principle of peaceful coexistence of States with different social systems. S
important international document as the Final Act of the Conference on Security
Co-operation in Burope also provides for joint activities in the field of spa
research.

A considerable amount of experience in such activities has been accumule

the socialist countries. On the basis of the comprehensive programme of soci
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nomic integration the socialist countries with every passing year have further
ensified their co-operation in the conquest of space. In the time which has
apsed since November 1965, when the fundamental guidelines were laid down for
he work, space research centres have been set up and groups of gualified
%ecialists have been trained.
The Soviet Union was a pioneer in the use of outer space for peaceful purposes

4 has made its technology availasble for joint exploration of The sun, the

onosphere, cosmic rays, meteors and links between +the sun and the earth. The work
ne by means of the Intercosmos series of satellites and the Vertical geophysical
ckets has become part of the heritage of world science and is serving the

terests of the whole of mankind. TImportant research was done in July of this

ar by the Intercosmos 16 satellite, which carried on board seientific apparatus
de in the Soviet Union, the German Democratic Republic, Czechoslovakia, and

eden,

The intergovernmental agreement of socialist countries on co-operation in the

loration and use of outer space Tor peaceful purposes, recently signed in
loscow, provides the Intercosmos programme with a new technological basis. In the
ar future manned space craft will be placed in orbit with international crews on
ard. With regard %o the question of the participation of citizens of Bulgaria,
ungary, the German Democratic Republic, Cuba, Mongolia, Poland, Romania and
echoslovakia in flights of Soviet space crafts and stations, the relevant

cision has been taken. This is the embodiment of socialist internationalism, a
nsummation of Lenin's ideas of brotherhood and friendship among peoples. The new
cialist world here again demonstrates its great advantages and its mighty creative
portunities and resources.

Soviet space science is advancing along a broad front. Tn the country's
cientific institutions detailed situdy of the results obtained by the unmanned
nterplanetary stations Venus 9 and Venus 10 is continuing. The flight of Luna 2k
&8s marked by considerable achievements. It brought back to earth samples of lunar

1 from a depth of almost two metres. Valuable work in the interests of scilence

the national economy was alsc done on board the orbital station Salyut 5.
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Mr. BRANKOV{Q.(Yugoslavia): As my delegation is taking the floor for

o The Ukrainian SSR is likewise making its contribution to the study of the first time in this Committes, may I congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, as well as
3 ; cuter space. At the 25th Congress of the Communist Party of the Ukraine, the ine other officers of the Committee, on behalf of the Yugoslav delegation and in my
? First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Ukraine own name, on your election to your important functions. Your election as Chailrman

V. V. Shcherbitsky, pointed out that Ukrainian scientists are taking an active of the First Committee is a sign that the deliberations of our Committee will be
part in the exploration of outer space. For example, at the E. O. Pabon _ in able and competent hands and that consequently we can expect positive results.

Electro-Welding Institute, fresh methods have been worked out for welding metals Tt is a particular pleasure for my delegation that you are the representative of
in a state of weightlessness., Kiev scientists have also carried out an friendly Poland, with which Yugoslavia maintains traditionally close relations and
experiment on the growth of micro-organisms in conditions of space flight, which co-operatlon
was included in the Soyuz-Apollo programme. Much work is also heine done Jjointl . My delegation has always attached particular importance to the work of the
with foreign specialists. Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. Although my country is not a member
The Ukrainian delegation notes with satisfaction the increased role of the of the Committee, we have been following with keen interest the work of its two

United Nations in organizing international co-operation in the peaceful uses of. SUb committees, namely, the Legal Sub-Committee and the Scientific and Technical

% outer space. As is clearly evident from the report we are considering today, ub-Committee, and have endeavoured, for our part, to make our contribution to

| definite progress has been made in many directions. The preparation within the these activities through consultations and mutual exchange of information with
United Nations of scientific-technological and juridical principles for remote ;ember States.
sensing of the earth by means of satellites is of considerable econmomic importa This year, as in earlier years, we have studied the Committee's annual report
A step forward hes been taken also in formulating the principles governing the very carefully and have come to the conclusion that the Committee has, generally
of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting. Television peaking, again achieved notable results, although no final solutions have been
broadcasting to other countries is intended to help nations understand each oth eached with regard to some of the most important issues, or rather, no consensus
better, prirote mutual enrichment of culture, and give people an understanding o as yet emerged with respect to them.
historical traditions. It shouid, however, be borne in mind that favourable We are pleased to note the progress that the Committee has achieved with regard
results can be achieved only on the basis of strict observance of the principle 0 the elaboration of principles governing the use by States of artificial earth
of non-intervention in the internal affairs of States. What I have said applie atellites for direct television broadcasting, with a view to concluding an
of course, also to other media of mass information, which should create an nternational agreement or agreements. The long and exhaustive discussions in the
atmosphere of trust among States and not be used for purposes of misinformation egal Sub-Committee proved to be successful and the Committee is in a position 10
as is still being done in certain Western countries. We believe that the Comai ote with satisfaction that nine principles have been agreed upon and formulated.
as a whole and its Legal Sub-Committee should endeavofr to conclude the preparatl: ndoubtedly, this constitutes an important step forward, when we bear in mind the
of the draft principles to govern activities in the field of direct television importance of these questions and of the problems arising therefrom. Three more
broadcasting. principles remain to be considered, of which the question of unlawful or

The Ukrainian delegation supports the request of the Conmittee on the Feace inadmissible broadeasts deserves particular attention. We hope that the Legal

Uses of Outer Space in paragfaph Th of the report that the thirty-first sessio Sub—Committee will succeed in reaching agreement in these remaining areas at its
the General Assembly should consider the pessibility of maintaining its agreed next session, so that all this, taken together, may amount to one more step in the

system of alternating the sessions of the Sub-Committees alternately in Geneva 2 direction of a general and broadly accepted international agreement in this field.

in Hew York.
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It is also important that Working Group IIL of the Legal Sub~Committee has b Consequently, my delegation believes that the United Nations programme On Space
able to formulate the tuxts of five draft principles and to identify three new pplications has played an important role in promoting co-operation in this sphere, !
common elements relating to the legal implications of earth resources surveys b is programme should be enabled to play such & role in the future as well. We note %
remote sensing satellites. We believe that this constitutes a success achieved b th particular satisfaction, in paragraph 46 of the report of the Committee on the ;
the Committee in its work this year and that it provides a solid foundation for aceful Uses of Outer Space, that it has endorsed the United Nations programme on §
further progress. ace applications for the year 1977, as well as the fact that a number of f.‘
My country has always sttached particular attention to the role and activity legations have expressed the view that this programme should be extended as | i
of the United Nations. Together with other non-aligned countries, it has been gards both its content and its scope and that it should receive greater financial |
insisting on the necessity of strengthening the role of the world Organization wh pport.l In this respect, it is also important that progress has been achieved in
) through co-operation and dialogue, possibilities are offered for ensuring the the co-ordination of work within the framework of the United Nations system. Ve are
; progress of all on the basis of equal rights, independence and nen-interferenc ad to note that, as a result of such co-ordination, the Administrative Committee
; internal affairs. The recent fifth summit conference of non-aligned countries, Co-ordination {ACC) has established a Sub-Committee on Outer Space Activities
in Colombo, devoted special attention to this guestion and adopted a resolution o ich will, we hope, operate successfully in co-ordinating activities within the
the United Nations. amework of the United Nations system, particularly those concerned with the
My delegation wishes to lay stress, on this occasion also, on the importan actical application of space technology.

role that the United Nations should play in the field of the peaceful uses of o
space. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space is a component of the
United Nations system and, in keeping with the tasks entrusted to it, it must a : t-;
contribute, for its part, to the strengthening of the role of our Organization 1
the bases laid down in the Charter. The over-all activity of the international |

community in the field of the peaceful uses of outer space is becoming ever mor |
important for further development and co-operation among peoples and States in;
effort to eliminate, primarily, the economic difficulties plaguing the develop
countries.

One of the most important guestions in the contemporary development of

i international relations is, no doubt, the establishment of the new international
economic order, whose foundations were laid down at the sixth and seventh specl
sessions of the General Assembly. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer.

Space should, together with the. whole United Nations system, promote, by its

activities and the results achieved, this new process in international relatiol

In this connexion, I should like to emphasize in particular the importance of -

questions as the transfer of space technology and its application in developinf

countries; remote sensing, and use of artificial earth satellites for direct

television breoadcasting.
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The convening of a United Nations conference on outer space is closely
linked with the gquestion of activity of the United Nations and future results
the field of peaceful uses of outer space. We feel that work in this regard s
evolve more rapidly and that we should receive, as soon as possible, replies f
the Coverrments of Member States concerning the need, objectives, agenda and d
of the United Nations conference. My delegation considers that the ever-growi
importance of peaceful uses of outer space calls for an adeguate regulation of
sctivities in this field, The United Nations should play the main role in thes
efforts and, for this reason, we support the idea of convening a United Nations
conference on outer space. We endorse, therefore, the conclusion of the Commit
contained in paragraph 55 of its report, that the United Nations Secretariat
be requested to prepare a study in depth on the gquestion of convening & Unite
Wations conference on outer space matters.

In spite of the successes achieved by the Committee during the last year
cannot but note with regret that it has not yet made any progress with regard
such an important matter as the treaty relating to the moon, We note that the:
Committee has been marking time with regard to this problem for more than two
namely, with respect to the question of the natural resources of the moon. For
some time already, the Committee has been considering this question as a mabi
high priority; however, no progress has yet been made with respect to
articies X and X bis. WMy delegation wishes to avail itself of this opportunit
vepeat, once again, what it has been constantly stressing when dealing with th
work of this Committee, particularly with regard to this question, namely, tha
the natural resources of the moon should be the common heritage of mankind. M
delegation therefore fully supports such an approach to the question of the

natural resources of the moon. There is no need to remind the distinguished

representatives present here that the General Assembly adopted at its twenty
regular session the Declaration of Principles which proclaim the sea-bed beyon
1imits of national jurisdiction as the common heritage of mankind,

When discussing the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space every year, the.delegations of Member States in the First Committee us

note that the Committee has considered, as a matter of high order of priorit
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- great number of guestions, particulerly the most important ones, However,

judging by the progress made, one has the impression that -- in the light of the

- fact that special attention has besen devoted to this matter -- somewhat more

'_satisfactory results could have been achieved. My delegation emphasizes this

with the best intention, expressing -- at the same time —— the wish that, in

addition to the results already obbtained, the Committee should achieve even

‘greater successes in the field of peaceful uses of outer space, as one of the

gquestions of the international community which is gaining in importance all the

The CHAIRMAN: T appreciate very much this kind reference by the

I should also like to thank him for his generous remarks addressed to me

personally.

Lord BOSTON (United Kingdom): Mr., Chairman, on behalf of the
United Kingdom delegation may I congratulate you on your election to the
chairmanship of the First Committee. We anticipate a successful session of the
Committee under your guidance and that of your distinguished colleagues on the
Bureau.

Tt is quite usual these days to hear complaints of the inadequacy of the
achievements of United Nations bodies or of the way in which they carry out their
work. TIn comtrast I should like to begin my statement today with an expression
of satisfaction at the results of the 1976 session of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and its subsidiary bodies, and also at their method

of work. Here is a body in which patient and tolerant efforts are made to

reconcile the differences between strongly held rnational points of view, I
Should like to thank the Chairmen of the Main Committee, the two sub-committees

and their various working groups for their contribution in this connexion.

The most beneficial international agreements are the ones in which the most

effort has gone into harmonizing the position of Member nations. Working by

am glad to note are now in force, Consensus may mean that progress is slow but
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it offers the best chance that at the same time progress will be sure.
Tnternational instruments on space guestions, worked out within the walls of
United Nations, stand the best chance of being accepted outside if they are
on compromise between the divergent views of States and on a full undersiand
of the relatively new and experimental technology involved. Both of these can
take time to achieve.

Britasin has a varied national space programme in which international
co-operation plays an indispensable part. I am thinking primarily of our
participation in the projects of the European Space Agency, in scientific
satellites, applications satellites, applications satellites, Spacelab and th
Ariane Launcher Development Programme. We are also collaborating with Italy
the STRIO Satellite and have scientific programmes under way with the United |
of America, the Nordic countries, India, the Federal Republiic of Germany, and
Hollaﬁd. We welcomed the successful conclusion in September of the conferenc
convened in London by the International Maritime Consultative Organization cn
the establishment of INMARSAT. In this instance, international co-operation
the use of space communications technology will, we hope, provide a useful se
in ship-to-shore communications and in improving safety standards at sea.

Within the United Nations space applications programme we were pleased
act this year as host for a seminar in the applications of remote sensing. Th
was such a high demand from developing countries for places on this seminar,
we had, I regret to have to say, to turn many applicants away. Similarly, we
were pleased at the response to our offer of fellowships for training in the
of space technology in telecommunications.

1 should now like to make a Tew comments on the work of the Committee on
Peaceful Uses of Qubter Space, beginning with remote sensing of the natural
environment by satellite. In the view of the United Kingdom Government,
international law as it stands at present does not impose any regulation, any
inhibition even, upon a survey of the earth and ite environment, including it
natural resources, which is carried out from beyond the limits of national
sovereignty and therefore from outer space. This is our basic concepbion of 1
law and it applies not only to the survey itself, to the collection of

information, but also to the dissemination of that information.
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However, we have long recognized that this statement of the strict legal

- position is not the whole story. There may be no existing inhibition in terms

of international law, but there is a real and legitimate interest of the

international community in such activities and in the way they are carried ocut.
Ye understand the fears of those countries which foresee some adverse economic

uses of information obtained by remote sensing. Guidelines or principles could

~ be helpful therefore in relation both to the remote sensing activities themselves

and also to the handling of the information which has been acquired through thenm
in order to protect the interests and dispel the fears of sensed States. In so
do;ng the right balance must be struck between the interests of those who have

the technology and of those in respect of vhom it is applied.
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In considering what these guidelines should be, we base ourselves on the
provisions of the Treaty on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. Thus, remote
sensing should be carried out in the interests of the international cormmunity
as a whole and not merely in the interests of the sensing State or indeed of
any particular sensed State; it should be carried out on the basis of the
fullest possible participation by all concerned, and in such a way as to
promote freedom of scientific investigation and the widest possible disseminati
of its results. We are sure that adequate proteciion for the sensed State can
be found by developing the principles under which data and information are used
and by elaborating others to govern participation by sensed States within a
répime of free dissemination. Jle welcome the progress made at this year's
session of the legal sub-committee in the elaboration of principles and the
identification of common elements in the views of States. WHext year's work on
the legal implications of remote sensing should lead to the identification of
nev conmon elements, from which draft principles can be formulated. In the lig
of this further work, it may be necessary to make some slight changes in the
principles already agreed upon in order to ensure internal consistency and bala

One reason vhy my delegation sees the need for flexibility in the preparat
of draft principles novw and in the near future is that understanding of the
technique of remote sensing is constantly being refined and extended. To take
one example, enormous advance in the techniques of analyzing and interpreting
raw data to serve practical purposes have been made in the past year or two,
and some, even, have still to be published. Wany speakers have already referre
to the potential uses of remote sensing in crop forecasting. e should have &
much better idea of the regulatory principles which will produce the best resul
on a global scale in this field when the Large Area Crop Inventory Experiment
conducted by HASA and other similar programmes have run their course and have
been evaluated. To take another example, the United Kingdom is particularly
interested in use of space technigues including remote sensing for monitoring
the environment.

However, a lot of work has still to be done to clarify the options we fac

and the best techniques for this kind of work. Then again, the characteristic
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of sensors on board the future experimental satellites to follow Landsats 1 and 2
nave not been precisely determined as yet. To summarize, the United Kingdom

view is that the United Nations should not foreclose particular options for the
peneficial use of this emerging technology by over-hasiy restriction of the way
in which global remote sensing can be carried out.

The United Kingdom looks forward to the continuation of work in the two
gub-committees on the technical possibilities and the legel implications of
remote sensing. We were interested in the proposals put Fforward this year by
the USSR on separating data into “global” and "local” categories, with appropriate
régimes for each. Ve hope that in accordance with the request of the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee, the USSR will develop their ideas further.

We are also studying the proposal made by Canada under vhich the
dissemination of raw data would be free while some restrictions woutd be
imposed on the ecirculation of processed information. We do have some doubts
whether such a distinction could be satisfactorily established by a general legal
principle. The decision to impose restrictions must not, in our view, be left
to the sensed State but should be compatible with the interests of all.

On direct television broadecasting by sateilite, it is impossible to predict
the exact uses of that. The use of indirect satellite broadcasting within a
zState for reception by community receivers or local relay stations is just
'beginning and preparations for broadcasting direct to people’s homes on a regular
basis within individual States are being made. But State-to-State direct
‘broadcasting, the principal concern of the debate here at the United Wations, is

prospect for the end of the decade, if not for the beginning of the next. In
ur view, the interval which is lefi gives the Committee the opportunity to
ontinue the search for common ground between opposing points of view on the
utstanding issues of prior consent and participation.

My delegation took the opportunity offered by the debate on the report of
he legal sub-committee in the main Committee to present in some detail our views
n potential regulation of direct broadcasting from satellites. I will not go
ver the same ground now. However, I should like to reiterate that we consider
he rights of the individual as laid down in international law to freedom of

opinion, expression and to seek and receive information to be of the utmost

D
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importance. States do not, in our view, enjoy zbsolute sovereign rights in
respect of the information available in their territories. We acknowledge,
however, that States may be concerned with the establishment of television
broadcasting systems whose output can be seen and heard in their territories,
For example, no one disputes that a State may call on its own domestic
broadcasters to observe certain standards of decency, impartiality and respect
for the truth, We oppose the imposition of restrictive measures on direct
satellite broadecasting but we have no wish to prevent receiving States from
consulting with sending States cver the observation of such standards,

There are two further points related to the question of participation by
receiving States which I would like to meke. First, the radio regulations laid
down by the International Telecommumnications Union impose close regulation o? |
the allcocation of the limited radio frequencies available for satellite
broadcasting, and an extensive period of notice for a receiving State of the
intention of a sending State to establish az satellite broadcasting system. Thi
period of notice would be available for consultations of the kind I have mentio

Secondly, in view of the responsible attitudes adopted by world broadcasters a

expressed in codes of conduct for the use of satellite broadcasting, for example

the Guiding Principles drawn up at Madrid in September 197k by Broadcasting

Organizations from North and South America, BEurope and Asia, it is clear that so

of the fears expressed about unrestricted use of broadcasting are unreal and
exaggerated.

For the sake of brevity, I have concentrated on two subjects only from the
Outer Space Committee's agenda. In conclusion, may I say that we look forward
to further progress in the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space in each
of its areas of activity. The United Kingdom will play its part in the search
for practical ways in which space science =nd technology can be used for the
benefit of all mankind,

The CHATRMAW: I thank the representative of the United Kingdom for

his kind words addressed to the officers of this Committee and to me personally.:
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Ms . MURBERG MARTINSEN (Norway): Tet me at the outset take the

opportunity to convey to the Chairman and members of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space my Government's appreciation of the useful work they have
carried out in the last year. The activity of the Committee and its suborgans

is being followed with increasing interest and attention by the Norwegian
guthorities, as they are fully aware of the political and economic implications of
the matters under discussion.

In our statement last year we emphasized the importance of utilizing available
presources in the best possible way and avoiding wasting them on plans and projects
that can only yield limited benefits. In-~depth consideration should therefore be
given to which areas and specific projects we should concentrate our efforts and
resources on, having particularly in mind the requirements of the developing
countries and the benefits such projects may confer to their further development.
On behalf of my Government, I should like to take this opportunity to reiterate
these viewpoints, and I hope that they could be borne in mind when the planning
and selection of specific studies and projects are being done.

One question to which my Government attaches particular interest and importance
is the work relating to direct television broadcasting by satellites. We have
noted with satisfaction that quite substantial progress has been achieved during
the sessions of the Legal Sub-Committee this year, and that agreement has been
reached on formulating nine principles that should govern activity in this field.
This is most commendable and should inspire the Committee to achieve further
progress. There is no doubt, however, that what remains to be solved is the very
core of the problem, namely the relationship between the broadcasting State and
the receiving State. If agreement is not reached on matters relating to consent
and participation, programme content and unlawful or inadmissible broadcasting,
we will run the risk of jeopardizing all the efforts wvhich are being made to srrive
at internationally acceptable principles in this field. To arrive at agreed
principles is of great importance to all nations, and we share the view that States

may have valid reasons for wanting to establish certain regulations regarding

brosdcasting by satellite emanating from other countries.
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On the other hand, my CGovernment is firmly committed to the principle of
freedom of information, and is not in a position to accept rules of internati
Taw that may hamper freedom of expression, including the freedom to seek, rec
and impart information, regardless of frontiers. One must not permit “nation
interests™ to serve as an excuse to impose censorship or otherwise circumven
the basic right to information that all people have.

My delegation believes that a balance must be found and that it will prove
possible to establish principles regarding consent and participation and progri
content that reflect both the interests of the broadcasting and receiving Staté
the principle of freedom of information and the cultural integrity of each couﬁ
The joint Canadian/Swedish proposal of 1973 could, in our opinion, serve as a “
useful basis to achieve this goal. Such an approach would ensure that States
with access to direct satellite broadecasting technelogy will be subject to a ki
of licensing procedure for a certain period, while the contents of each sepérat
programme would not be interfered with.

Another area to which my Government attaches significant importance is remo
sensing of earth resources. We have noted with satsifaction that the Committee.
been able to formulate the text of five draft principles and to identify three
common elements, and we hope that it will prove possible to draft additional
principles on the basis of these common elements.

My delegation believes that the United Nations could -- and should -- play
significant role in establishing a system or organization that would ensure that
information is distributed in a fair way and not misused. We are, however, full
aware that the establishment of such a system or organization may require &
considerable period of time, and that it is necessary to work out a declarstion
set of principles that could provide the necessary guidelines for +he activities
be carried out in the interim period.

Remote-~sensing activity must be carried out in accordance with internationa
law. The existing rules are however, very few, and it is therefore imperative
to arrive as socon as possible at universally accepted principles to aveid any misi

or activity that may prove to be to the detriment of some States. All States shou
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& given access 10 remote-sensing data relating to resources under their
“risdiction. A State's right to keep information regarding its natural resources
onfidential should also be respected, and a procedure for consultations should, i

our opinion, be worked out between States that are subject to remote sensing

nd States that are obtaining such data. 3

My delegation would particularly like to stress the assistance that remote

ensing of natural resources may render to the developing countries. The
equirements of the developing countries should be one of the main priorities of
emote—sensing activity. The developing countries should have at their disposal

11 information that might assist them in their economic development. Remote
ensing of earth resources is a new and technologically demanding area, but
nformation derived from it should form no exception to this principle.

| T should also like to mention that my Government has recently decided -~
ubject to parliamentary approval ——to equip the telemetry station at Tromsoe in the
orth of Norway to receive data from resource sztellites. Ve hope that regional
o-operation between the countries of northern Europe will be established in this
ield.

Regarding the question of a treaty relating to the woon, we understand that
greement has been reached on most of the provisions that eventually will have to
e included in such a treaty. I should just like to express our hope that in the
ear future it will prove possible to find sufficient areas of common ground to
olve the remaining problems.

The last item on which I should like to comment is the question of a possible

nited Nations conference on outer space matters. In our opinion, there are

rguments in favour of such a conference, as this could give States which are not
embers of the Outer Space Commitiee an opportunity to take a more active part in
he deliberations and policy~meking. It should be considered, however, whether j
ome aspects to be dealt with by such a conference could be covered by the United
lations Conference on Science and Technology for Development to be held in 1979.

n any event, a conference on outer space matters should be carefully prepared and

ts objectives clearly defined.

.
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Mr. TODOROV (Bulgaria) (interpretation from Russian): First of all
I should like to express our deep.satisfaction at the fact that you, Comrade
Chairmarn, our friend and the representative of friendly Poland, have been unaniy
elected Chairman of the Pirst Commitiee of the General Assembly. We are sure ﬁ
your training, experience and knowledge will enable you successfully to conduct:
the proceedings of this Committee. We also congratulate the other officers of
Committee upon their election to their posts.

With every day the scope of the activities of countries in the conquest of;
space for peaceful purposes is increasing. These activities have now become th
everyday occupation of many people in a number of countries, It iz difficult +
enumerate everything that has been done in this area over the last year. Howev
this activity is so attractive and sbsorbing that we shouwld not like %o overloo
the practical results that have been achieved this year, which have been quite
properly regarded as important events both at the national level and at the level
of international space activities for peaceful purposes. .

In the auvtumn of 1975 the unmanned Soviet interplanetary stations, Venus 9 &
Venus 10, covering a distance of more than 300 million kilometres, reached Venus,
This was certainly an hisboric event, as for the first time two artificial |
satellites of Venus had been created. Unique samples of the surface of Venus ver
obtained and scientific research has heen carried out, :

Other successes of space science include the hiclogical studies of the soilﬂ
and atmosphere of Mars carried out by the unmanned United States spéce station.

It is both noteworthy and symbolic that in February of this year an earth
space communication station was made available to the United Nations to enable
the co-ordinator of the United Nations Forces in the Middle East to report to the
Becretary~General at Hesadguarters,

As members of the socialist community, we take particular pleasure in noting
that space co~operation among soclalist countries is developing, deepening and
strengthening with every day that passes. The material basis for this is the
comprehensive programme of socialist economic integration. The regular launching
of satellites of the Intercosmos series and experiments with Vertical geophysical

rockets are being carried out regularly and successfully to study problems of spa

physics, meteorclogy, biology, medicine, long-range cormunication and the natural
resources of the earth,
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(Mr. Todorov, Bulgaria)

On 13 July 1976 the Governments of the People's Republic of Bulgaria, the
ungarian People's Republic, the German Democratic Republic, the Republic of Cubs,
he Mongolian People's Republic, the Polish Pecople's Republic, the Bocialist
epublic of Romania, the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics and the
gechoslovak Soecialist Republic concluded an agreement on co-operation in the
yploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes. On the basis of the
asks involved in carrying out the space programme for the further deepening

d perfecting of socialist econcmic integration among the members of the Council
or Mutual Economic Co-operation (CMEA), the contracting parties undertook to

o everything possible to promote the further development of co-operation among the
rganizations ir their countries concerned with the exploration and use of outer
pace for peaceful purposes, The agreement provides for the following forms of
o-operation: launching of space devices for scientific and practical purposes;
reation of machinery Tor carrying out joint space research; conduct of experiments
n geophysicel and meteorological rockets; processing, analysis and use of the
esults of joint space studies for scientific and practical purposes; holding
onsultations among interested countries and provision, in accordance with the
pecial agreement, of mutual scientific and technological assistance, including the
xchange of technology on particular subjects and projects; exchange of scientific
d technologieal docwmentation, and information. A conference of the heads of the
ational organizations of the contracting parties has been established to take
ecisions and make recommendations on the programmes and plans for the Joint work.
he decisions and recommendations of the conference are adopted by majority vote.
ey are not binding on contracting parties that did not favour their adoption,
ut these parties may subseguently associate themselves with such decisions and
ecormendations.

A nev and important landmark in the development of space co-operation among
he socialist countries was the agreement of 1b Septenber 1976 providing that
stronauts from socialist countries might fiy on board Soviet spacecraft. In
ccordance with this agreement, astronauts from all the socialist countries that
ake part in the Intercosmos programme will be trained at the Soviet space centre,

aned after Yuri Gagarin, for flights that are to take place between 1978 and 1983.
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(3ir. Todorov, Bulgari.a)

Finally, we should like to congratulate our Soviet and German comrades on
their recent successful joint experiment, undertaken on the Soyuz 22 spacecrafl

The Bulgarian delegation believes that a favourable view should be taken .
the work done by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space over the la
year., The Commitiee has made considerable efforts to carry out the tasks enir
to it under resolution 3388 (XXX) of the General Assembly, and a numbér of pract
results heve been achieved.

First of all I should like to point out that the Legal Sub-Committee prod '
and agreed on nine principles on direct television broadcasting by means of
artificial earth satellites: purposes and cbjectives, applicability of internaﬁ
law, rights and benefits, international co-operation, States' responsibility, 4
and right to consult, peaceful resolution of disputes, copyright and neighbouriz
rights, and notification of the United Nations, To this should be added that, .
the light of the progress achieved in connexion with related problems, it was
decided that there was no further need for formulating principles governing pro
of spill-over or disruption., A1l this is certainly substantial progress, which
should encourage us o believe that a way will be found of producing universall
acceptable principles on direct television broadcasting that would promote cultur
exchange, closer relations among the peoples of our planet, and the development
co~-operation among States in the interests of peace, security and progress.

Of course, we should not forget that a great deal of serious work remeind
tc be done on the formulation of and agreement on draft principles for the purpos
of concluding an international agreement, or agreements, as provided for in
General Assewbly resolution 2916 (XXVII), adopted on the initiative of the Soviet
delegation. Some principles —- indeed, very important ones -~ on direct televisi
broadcasting, remain to be agreed upon. These are the principles governing conse
and participation, content of programmes and unlawful and inadmissible broadcast
0f perticular interest is the principle of prior consent of the State %o direct
television broadcasting by another State. We are firmly convinced that a soluti
to this problem can and must be sought only on the basis of two universally
acknovledged principles of contemporary law —-- Stabe sovereignty and non-interve
in the internal affairs of States., We think that the Committee on the Peaceful |
of Outer Space might undertske to complete the work on draft principles for dire

television broadcasting in 1977,
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A favourable result of the Committee's work this year has been the fact that
e Legal Sub-Committes has begun work on draft principles to govern asctivities in
study of natural rescurces of the earth by means of space technology. On a
liminary basis it has been possible to achieve agreement on a text of five
nciples relating to objectives of remote sensing, the applicability of
nternational law, international co-operation and participation, protection of %he
ural environment and the provision of technical asssistance. In our view, the
?pression on a preliminary basis mosi appropriately describes the results achieved,
s the number of square brackets in the text of these five principles speaks for
tself and mekes it clear that considerable effort is still needed to achieve
inal agreement.
. A step forward has also been the definition of three common elements in the
fovisions relating to {a) the role of the United Nations and other international
rganizations in the co-ordination of activities and the provision of technical
§sistance; (b) the provision of information on impending natural disasters; and
¢) the prohibition of the use of &ata and information to the detriment of other
tates. All this in our view constitutes a good start. The Committee therefore
hould continue its work on the basis of the results achieved so as to Prepare as
§on as possible draft principles for the activities involved in studying earth's
atural resources by means of space technology.
Unfortunately, the Committee was unable to achieve similar results with regard
0 all items on the agenda of the Legal Sub-Committee.

With regard to a draft treaty affecting the moon, in spite of the serious

:Sources of the mcon,the Commitiee was unable to change the prevailing situation
tich can best be described as a standstill. 1In spite of this we are still of the
éw that consultations and talks which have taken place have been useful. and have
@e it possible to shed further light on the problem, for which a solution must

> Tound. A key issue was that of the status of the natural resources of the moon.
- believe that & solution to this problem is possible in the near future, provided

8t 2]l delegations take a realistic and Flexible position.
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On the whole, we believe that we cannot deny the tremendous importance of +th
work of the Committee in its work on and agreeing upon principles and norms of .
international space law. There is no doubt that a great deal of meticulous work -
remains to be done if we do not wish to be left behind by the rapid development 5
scientific and technological progress in this field. We therefore are of the vie
that the Committee is correct in recommending to the Legal Sub-Committee that it
should continue its consideration of three questions as a matter of priority:
(1) The draft treaty relating to the moon; (2) elsboration of principles governin
the use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadeasti
with a view to concluding an international agreement or agreements: (3) legal
implications of remote sensing of the earth from space with the aim of formulatin
draft principles on the basis of common elements identified by the Sub-Committee,

In our wview the Ccrmittee correctly devoted considerable attention to the
problems which fall within the competence of its Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee, or rather the question of the co~ordinating role which could be
played by the United Nations in the fubure development of work on remote sensing.

It should be pointed out that the Secretariat provided the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee with a number of studies which because they are so
substantial and important have created a solid basis for further debate. 1
should particularly like to refer to the study on the advisability of conferring
on the United Nations a possible co-ordinating role in future operational activitie
of remote sensing, the study on the organizational and financial requirements of .
future activities in space, the study on the needs of users of the data yvielded by
remote sensing obtained through satellites and the present and projected
expenditures and advantages in connexion with the practical application of the
technology of remote sensing. These studies have helped the Committee to collate
a great deal of difficult factual material, connected both with the present
preliminary experimental stage and also with the possible future global or
international operational stage or remote sensing of earth from space.

Furthermore, the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee was able to reach

certain conclusions and make certain comments.
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(Mr. Todorov, Bulgaria)

It seems to us that two of the Committee’s conclusions are of special
interest. TFirst, the conclusion that "remote sensing systems would one day, like
satellite weather and communication systems, become operational and, in that
event, the use of satellite data could be expected to become an integral part of
national economies as well as planning activities'.

Secondly, its conclusion that “there was scope for the United Nations to play
a co-ordinating role in the field of remote sensing from satellites even in the
eurrent preoperational/experimentel phase and that such role might, without
infringing on existing bilateral agreements, comprise co-ordination inside and
between regions on such points as training and technical: assistance and programme
orientation of speeial interest to the developing countries”.

Turthermore, I should like to stress that the programme of the United Nations
on the practical application of space technology is proceeding successfully. We
are happy to ncte that within the framework of this programme in 197T study
seminars will be held in a number of countries.

With regard to the question of a possible United Nations conference on outer
space, we continue to think that this is something which requires the most careful
study. We therefore support the reguest of the Committee to the Secretariat of
the United Nations to prepare a detailed study on the question of convening a
United Fabtions conference on the problems of outer space.

In conclusion, I should like to express the hope that our Committee will
adopt by consensus a resolution which would ensure the necessary political and
organizational conditions so that the Committee, which is a co-ordinating

centre of international co-operstion in the field of the use of outer space for

peaceful purposes, may continue its successful work in the interests of peace and

progress. Thank you.
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The CHATRMAW: L thank the representative of Bulgaria,

Ambausador Todorov, for the vexry friendly remarks he addressed to the office

the Committee and to me personally.
ORGANTIZATION OF WORK
The CHATRMAN: As no other representative wishes to speak at this
T should like to devote a few moments to the question of the organization of ¥
The Committee will recall that, at our organizational meeting held two wé
ago, we decided to allocate 8 to 10 meetings to the consideration of agenda :
items 31 and 32, from 18 October to 21 or 22 October. As the situation stands
I think that with some luck we could complete consideration of the two items b
Thursday evening or, at any rate, by Friday morning. 1 have been informed the
the draft resolubion will be introduced on Thursday moraing, and hopefully it
as in the past., be adopted by consensus. So I would suggest that we could pef
decide now to finish the general discussion on Thursday afternoon, and then,

depending on the situation, take a decision on the draft resolution at that s

meeting on Thursday afternoon or, if necessary, at Friday morning meeting. I
hear no objection, I shall take it that the Committee agrees to these suggestio

It was s0 decided.

The meeting rose at 4.25 p.m.
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