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The meeting was called to ovder at 10.55 a.m,

AGENDA ITEMS 35 AWD 36 {continued)

INTERNATTONAL CO-OPERATION IN THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE: REFPGRT OF
THE COMMITTEE N THE FEACEFUL U3ES OF OUTER SPACE (A/32/20; A/C.1/32/L.39)

PREPARATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE USE
BY STATES OF ARTIFICIAL EARTH SATELLITES FOR DIRECT TELEVISION BROADCASTING:
REPORT CF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PRACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (A/%2/20;
AfC.1/32/1.%9)

Mr, ZEA (Colombiz) (interpretation from Spanish): The agenda item

on international co-operation in the peaceful uses of cuter space is one of
the most thrilling that the General Assewbly of the United Nations is studying,
end it is alsc a matter of increasing concern on the part of all nations arcund
the world. It is a trulsm todey to gay that the progress of space technology
is the most marvellcous and surprising event of this century. IEnormous
sclentific breakthroughs are owed to the advanced investigation in this field,
as vell as the speed and facility in communications which have brought much
closer together and made better known the peoples of the world to one another.

The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space establiszhad by
the General Assembly of “he United Nations hes since 1750 done truly
admirable work credit for whiclh, in large part, is due to the presiding officers,
and lately, in particular, to its present.Cheixman, the representative of
Austria, His Excellency Ambassador Jankowitsch. My delegation wishes +to express
its appreciaticon to all the menbers of that Committes for the work it has done,
and particularly to its Chairman, and we are ready to support the draft
resolution on this subject which, Jike those of nrevious years, was
acdcyted Ty consensus. My delegstion also wishes to express its appreciation
te the Government of Austria which, with praiseworthy interest and enthusiasm,

medz svailable to the Committee all +the facilities it needed to carry oul

its important work.

AfC.1/32/Fv. k2
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(Mr. Zea, Colombia)

T+ is mwost encouraging to note thz report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses

f Outer Spesce, as well as to vead the statement made by Amhassador Jankowitseh in

neroducing it to this Comuittee. In the fields of both lev and science
he Committee has worked with prudence and discretion, and has shovn a natural
apacity to Judge matters correctly. This was only to be expected in the
wudy of a subject that is almost in the ewmbryonic stage, in 2 pericd of
igcoveries and inventions,

le also understand that it is an extremely difficult matter to achieve a
consensus in all the different subjects before the Committee, and particularly
those that are assigned for consideration in the Legal Sub-Committee., Ve
sould only hope that in the course of the coming meetings of the Sub-Committee
the draft treet~ on the moon will be completed, end elso that
principles will be drafted %o govern the use by States of artificial earth
satellites for direct television hroadcesting

My delegation intends to study very carefully the draft preamble that

i - of v cexts Sormniated by the Worsing
appears in Annex TV of the report, as well as the t LT ,

Peyiy On Consultation and aprzewents between States contained in Annex V.
Ve are also gratified that the Legal Sub-Committee showed interest in other
aspects of the peaceful uses of outer space, such as the legal consequences
of the remote sensing of natural resources of the earth, bearing in mind the
need to respect and preserve the soversignty of States and particularly of

the developing countries as far as their natural resources are concernad.
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(Mr. Zea, Colombia)

My delegation is gaddened by the fact that iluosunlficiant progress hes
been made in the definition and delimitaticon of outer space. Doubtless thié
iz one of the funlamental amatters 1f we are to try to Trame universel
legisletion on the subject. Ye are happy, however, to note that some cof the
meinbers of the Sub-Committee stressed the need for that definition and that
deilimitation and consgidersed that it snould be the subject to be given the
greatest priority among the items on the agenda of the Legal Sub-Committes.
In fact, until we know clearly what is meant by outer space,
until the international community has laid down clear paramesers for
that space, until & precise area has been defined in which the legal norms
considered appropriate are to be applied, any efforts to define such norms
will lack body. Or we might say that there could be no regulation governing
outer space until we know what outer space is and how far it goes. For
these reasons, my delegation skheares some of the concerns of .
the wmembers of the Committee on the matter and with all due respect would
urge the Legal Sub-Committee not te include this wmatter as merely
another item on its agenda, but that it be glven pricrity consideration
and on which alil other subjecis must hinge.

Ve also welzcne the eschievements of the Seientific and
Technical Sub-Committee. My delegation wishes to stress and greet
the dedication with which that Sub-Committee has dealt with the most urgent

subjects, such as gatellite remote senring, narticularly its co-ordination

at the world-wide level, the application of the United Nations programme for
the definition ~f space technology and the ceonvenirg of a world conference of
the Tnited Xations on outer space, The same applies to tre Sub-Committes's
study on investigations regarding remote sensing of the earth from outer
space, the application of space technology in the life and welfare of peoples,
incidentally a field in which the United Nations Educaticnal, Scientific

and Cultural Odrgavizatios (UNESCO) and the Food and Agriculture Orgenization
of the United Nations (FAOQ) have shown great interest. This is a very vast
field, but there are immediate possibilities of appliying space science in

order to improve ccmmunication ameng the inhabitants of the earth, to

increase their agricultural production and to Torecsst meteorological disasters.

In ong word, we have opened up an enormous area allowing people e incresse

zroductivity and thus to improve their economic welfare.

[ AfC.1/32/PV. k2
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(ilr. Zea, Colombia)

The Comnittes on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space vas created 20 years
ago and 1n these two decades it has seen how international co-operation has
peccile essential to the carrying out of its mandate. Vhen the Committee

sas first created, écience and technology obviously had not reached thelr

present level of development, and we did not quite see how those discoveries
~we then considered to be related to astronomy alone could affect the lives

" of people, their political institutions, their social organizations, even
their economic trends. That is perhaps why the Committee was looked upon
“ge an exclusive club to which only the technologically advanced countries

- could belong. We know today, however, that those activities have given rise
‘4o meny consequences that affect us all in equal measure and that all of us
are also interested in knowing more aboult them, studying thewm, taking
:initiatives and making suggestions regarding their soluticn. This has been

(olombia's position not only as regards outer space. For a long time we

have considered that in the solution of problems affecting mankind, the

co-operation of all nations must be sought, regardless of thelr pclitical

‘ or economic conditions. This is all the more true in those fields of

L outer space which are essentially an enormous challenge to man's imaginative

capacity, not only as far as science and technology are concerned, but also
politics, communications, agriculture, meteoroiogy and all that these
activities entail in the lives of communities.

That is why my delegation together with a number of others have felt

that the time has come to expand the membership of the Committee on the

" Peaceful Uses of Quter Space so as to allow a number of countries to

participate and co-operate in its technical, scientific and legal work.
Accordingly, T have the honour to submit formally to the First Commitiee, on

behalf of the delegations of Algeria, Bolivia, Colombia, Congo, Ecuador,

EL Salvador, Honduras, Irag, Libyan Areb Jamehlriya, Madagascar, Nicaragua,

Wiger, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Philippines, Spain, Syrian Arab Republic,
Uganda, Uruguay, Yugoslavia and Zaire a draft resolutilon that has been

cireulated in document A/C.1/32/L.43, in which we ask that the membership of
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(Mr. Zea, Colombia)

the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space be increased to 47. Today

there are merely 37 members, that is to say, less than a gquarter of the

currvent membership of the United Nations. We believe that in submitting

this draft resolution we are expressing the desire of zll to contribute

to the work of the Committes and also to express our fears and hopes. Ve
have seen that the science of outer space not only touches on sophisticated
means of communicaticn but also creastes political problems affecting the

sovereignty and culture of peoples that cannot be ignored.

disarmament.

of Stetes other than those of its present mewbership.

Afe.1/32/PV b2
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(Mr. Zea, Colombia )

yie should not be unduly alarmed at the possibility of expanding the membership
£ the Committee, since such an increase would werely respond to the natural

growth of our Organization znd would alsc reflect the wany new problems to

pe confronted and studied by the Organization. The policy of our Organization

has been a democratic one, allowing for a gradval increase in the membership of
sther Committees, such as that on the review of the Charter, and also has led

+to the creation of somewhat larger committees, such as, for example, the

freparatory Committee for the special session of the General Assembly on

The Outer Space Committee thus will be able to hear the views
If its membership is

not expanded, the chance of prospective member countries will be dashed, because

it is a standing committee with permanent members who therefore cannot be

replaced by a process of rotation.

My delegation would like to address itself to the point made by

Mr. Jankowitsch in his statement, when he said that it was time for all Members
of the Organization toc co-operate with the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of

Quter Space since only thus can its work truly reflect the interests of the

international community. It is obvious that the problems of outer space, like

“those concerning the sea-bed, health, the organization of labour and so on,

‘are of interest to all nations, and therefore their study and solution requires

the full co-operation of all.

My delegation and the other delegations sponsoring the draft resolution

‘on an increase in the membership of the Committee trust that the First Committee
iwill support our view and will see its way clear to adopting our proposal,

Preferably by consensus.

T had slready written the above statement, when the delegation of Augtria

-caused us some surprise by submitting a draft resolution in which it asked the

General Assembly to postpone consideration of the question of an increase in

the membership of the Commititee on Outer Space to the thirty-third session with
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(Mr. Zea, Colombia )

view to reaching an agreement. I say that we were surprised because when the
draft resolution to which I have referred in the text of my statement was
presented we were told that at that time no other draft resolution had been
statiiaC on That suc e, Vet the fraft vescletior schnitited W Yre delasstiod
of Austria has the symbol A/C.l/ﬁE/L.ﬁE, whereas ours has the symbol
AfC.1/32/L.43. I must say it is somewhat curious that this draft resolution
opposes the reguest for an increzse when, if these numbers are to be believed,
the sponsors of document A/C.l/32/L.h5 had not yet submitted their draft
resolution requesting the increase.

These matters have been raised at previous sessicrg, &nd in rezent years
a number of the Members of the United Nations have expressed the desire to Join
the Commitiee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, and the same question has
always been asked: would it not be betlter to wait until the next session of
the General Assembiy? If we consider that this might be advisable next year,
then why nct this year and why not take an immediate decision?

For all these reasons, the spcnsors of the draft resoiution that T have
the honour to submit will press for az discussion of this matter although we
are prepared to reach an agreement, but only on the condition that the guestion

of an increase be decided upon during the present session of the General
Assembly.

My, CANALES (Chile) (interpretation from Spanish): Before beginning
the statement of my delegation on the item before usg, I shouid like %o convey
to the delegations of Argentina and Indias a message of sympathy and solidarity
at the -atfastiophies That tave stricken their respective cruntries and have
caused great loss of life and material damage.

As we all know, this year marked the twentieth anniversary of the Committee
on the Feaceful Uses of Outer Space, and we believe it is appropriate to view
in retrospect the work done by that organ of the United Nations. It might Dbe
helpful to reeall that, according to the reguest made by the General

NR/mcb Afe.1/32/PV .42
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(Mr. Canales, Chile)

Assenbly, the Committse on Juter Sprace was to:r first, examine the
posgitility of schieving intern=tional co-cpe-ation in the sphere

of its competence; seccndly, c.rry out programmes under the augpicas of the
United Nations, particularly in support of the continued research in outer
space, and organize mutual exchanges of information; thirdly, disseminate
informavion acguired in the course of that research; fourthly, examine

the legal consequences of the exploration of outer gpace.

The rate of progress in the exploration and exploitaticn of outer space,
tre product of human ingenulty and technologlcal preogress, developed particularly
hy the United States and the Soviet Union, hars stressed the urgency
that should guide the work of our Committee in the creation of a legal body
that will regulate Sinte activities in the exploraticn and use of
outer space. There can be no dabt that, from the political point of view,
the international community is extremely concerned that space activities be
carried out in an orderly and harmonious way, ensuring respect for the
sovereignty of Stateg and of sl the rules of internaticnal coexistence,
particularly those ineluded in the United Nations Charter.

The Committee on Outer Space has been able to prepare a body of basic
principles which are now embodied in the Treaty on Principles Governing the
Letivities of States in the Fxrloratior and Use of Outer tpace, including
the Mcon and Cther Ce’estiel Podies, which this year is celebrating the
tenth anniversary of its ertry inte foree. This ‘mportant treaty was
complemented by three other legal instruments, and I am happy to tell this
Commitiee that at the end of lesh year my country ratified the Conven<tion on
Internaticral Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects.

For its part, the General Assembly will have 1o decide con the
recommendation contained in paragrarh 34 of the report of the twentieth session
{(a/72/20), which recognizes the importance of the treaty and renews an invitation

to States not yet varties to that instrument to ratify or accede o it.
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(Mr. Canales, Chile)

T am happy to say that my delegation intends to support that draft
resolution, and we take advantage of this opportunity to inform the Committes
that my Government, through its competent organs, is continuing its study of

the 1967 Treaty with a view to ratifying it.

Tell to one of the subsidary organs of the Cuter Space Committee, namely,
the Legal Sub-Committee. As a member of the Outer Space Committee, this year
we were present at the sixteenth session of that Sub-Committee whose report

can be found in document A/AC.105/196. We also participated in the

discussion of the items which the General Assembly has entrusted to that
Sub-Committee with priority rating for the last few years.

First of all I should like to refer to what ocecurred with the Treaty
concerning the moon and other celestial bodies, for that required enormous
efforts on the part of delegations for its completion. As is known, the
disagreements surrounding the question of the legal nature of the resources of

the moon still paralyse the codification of that draft. Everyone recognizes

that the solution of that problem would facilitate agreement on the others,
in other words, those regarding information that should be made available
with respect to missions to the moon and the scope of the Treaty itself.

My delegation would like to reiterate here its definitive support of

the extension of the common heritage of mankind to the natural resources of

the moon and other celestial vodies, which is a concept that is shared by

almost all delegations. The concept of the common heritage of mankind,
which this same General Assembly adopted in its resolubtion 274G (XXV) relative
to the seabed and the ocean Tloor beyord the limits of national Jurisdiction,

belongs to contemporary international law and is common currency in the

discussions of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea which,

within the framework of its own competence, has already defined and delimited

its scope.

The honour of preparing the legal instrument to which I have just referred

A/ A/C.l/i?/PV.hE

(Mr. Canales, Chile)

Therefore it is a requirement of the international community that the
Treaty to be adopted regarding the moon also contain & clear-cut definition

of the concept of the common heritage of mankind covering the natural resources

3Of the moon. We believe that that is an ineluctable need if we are %0
smplement the new international economic order. Otherwise we wculd be
failing %o achieve the equity and justice which we all maintain should

Prevail in relations between the wealthy and the poor rations, and hence

legitimizing the advantage enjoyed by the rich nations, because of thelr

- technological progress, in the exploitation of what nature has provided to

penefit all.
The 1067 Treaty, for its part, is a legal precedent in favour of that

doctrine, according to outer space, including the moon and other celestial

bodies, a legal nature which expressly excludes any type of claim to

sovereignty by individual States. There 1is therefore no ambiguity in the

matter.

As we have pointed ocut, we believe the time has come for this
Ceneral Assembly to undertake a substantive debate on the matter and in full
sovereignty, decide along the lines demanded by the great majority, in
other words, proclaim the aforementioned resources extrajurisdictional and "the
comnon heritage of mankind®. Otherwise the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Quter Space itself will have to recognize that it is not appropriate to

continue to give this itew priority and that it should be replaced by another

of those on its agenda.

The item that has second priority refers to the elaboration of principles

1o govern the utilization by States of artificial earth satellites for

 direct television broadcasts. The Legal Sub-Committee made praiseworthy

efforts to solve the main problem pending in that matter, namely, that

" related to prior consent of the recelving State. Working Group IT prepared &

provisional text of principles on "consultation and agreements between States"
and & araft preamble, which were ultimately studied by a Working Group selb up

during the twentieth session of the Committee. In the course of meetings
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(Mr. Canales, Chile)

we noted some progress being made since we deleted the square brackets from
the draft preamble and we improved the wording of some of its paragraphs.

We must point out, however, that we did not agree on paragraphs proposed for
inclusion 1in the preamble. We personally are in favour of the principle of
consent being set forth sclemnly in the text to be adopted so that States
w1ill have guaranteed to them respect for their cultural values and assurances
that there shall be no interference in their internal affairs. ‘

The principles adopted in direct broadecasting by the World Administrative
Conference of the International Telecommunications Union were technically
geared, with a few excepticns, to establish a service of direct radio
broadcasting carried out by a State to serve its own territory. That is an
indispensable, orderly approach to frequencies which must be complemented
now by a political agreement that will put into practice the principles of
the Charter, and particularly that which touches on the strict compliance
by States with the obligation not to interfere in the internal sffairs of
any State, which is an essential condition Tor ensuring peaceful ccexistence

among States.

We have stated in the past, and today we wish to state again the experience

of Chile, which has been the victim of patent interference in its internal
affairs through conventional radio broadcasting, which leads us to consider

it extremely deplorable that a similar experience might befall other countries

as the result of the use of more sophisticated methods such as direct television

broadcasts.

We trust that in the course of the next session the necessary consensus
will be arrived at concerning the problems that I have outlined, so that we
can conclude the preparation of principles to be applied to direct satellite
television broadcasting which will make it possible to turn this system into
a means Of bringing pecple together, and thus contribute to the cultural
enrichment of all mankind.

With regard to the item entitled "Legal implications of remote sensing
of the earth from space", we must admit that some progress has bheen made since
we have identified the six draft principles that gppear in Annex III of the

Sub-Committee's report. We believe that of these the principle dealing with

the responsibility of States in this field 1is particularly important. We feel

Afc.1/32/pPv.b2
H/kd 19-20

(Mr. Canales, Chile)

hat the activity of remote observation by satellite applies clearly both
o States and/or their agencies and to all those others who find their natural
esources being remotely sensed.
As a formula for negotiation we wish to reiterate our support for the
gentine-Brazilian document afc.1/1k0k7, in which is recognized the need

or the prior consent of the sensed State as a basic requirement for such

petivities of remote sensing.
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e feel that the Sub-Committee in its Ffuture work should be guided by
that initiative which lays down clear-cut guarantees in these key issues:
participation of the remote-sersed countries in current sctivities .
a5 well as in the informaticn produced; the irdispensable prior consant
to.authorize such activities over netural rescurcss and the agreerent that
third parties or international organizations be informed of the existence
or scope of such resources.

Another matter on the agenda of the Legal Sub-Committee and one which we
regret has not, been .adeguately discussed as yet, is the definftion or
delimitation of outer space and space activities. We support the idesg
of giving that item greater priority since it is extremely important that
the extensicn of outer space be precisely defined in order to avoid any
confrontation arising from increased space activities.

'.1.The.prodigious technological progress achieved in the exploration and
whhiizabticn of outer space ccmpels us to speed up our activities n the
ziipzz::;:? of a bedy of space law which will guarantee equity for

_ I shall very briefly refer to some other aspects of the report of the
S?lentific and Technical Sub-Commitiee which we consider to be most important
First of all, I should like to mention the debates that have taken place .
cn definitions of certain fundamental terms applicable to sctivities of
remote-sensing, particularly those relating to information and data acgquired
by such mezns. We believe that technically we ought to clarify the concept
of space exploration and the effects that resclutions of this nature may
have on the sovereignty of remotely-sensed States.

o The imminence of such remote-sensing activities becoming ecmmonplace makes
1t incumbent upcn the United Nations to redouble its efforts to achieve the
greatest possible compatibility among the different systems,

and also to ensure the cemplementarity of their capacities and funeticns
Furthermore, we feel that those couniries providing assistance in this‘f;eld sho
do so without imposing cenditicns of a politicalior other discriminatory.nat

We would like to express publicly our appreciation to the Governme;t ofy%hé o

United States which continues to give the very valuable co

operation of the
Landsat system to more than 1Q0 countries, including my own.
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T should also like express nete to be taken of our support of the United
Nations programme on the application of space technology and also the work
done by the expert, Mr. Murthy. )

We agree with those delegations which feel that the above-mentioned
programme should be expanded both in scope and content, and should be glven
greater financial support. The formative and training aspects are
extremely important since it is the experts from developing countries who
are being given this assistance and we believe that, to ensure the fullest
utilization of all the applications of space technology in the economic
development of those regions, this is of inestimable value.

We are grateful to those countries which voluntarily have given courses
or sponsored scholarships, since gll these are so many efforts to the
same end.

Paragraph 73 and those that follow in the report of the - Sub-Committee
refer to the possible United Nations conference on outer spﬁ@e. The ccmments
that my delegation submitted on this matter in which we suppérted the holding
of such z conference make 1t unnecessary for me to go into the subject at
However, it is imperative that we mention that we would

greater length.
prefer the adoption of a brecad approach in the preparation of the agenda of
that possible conference in order to include political problems - which would
imply the adoption of legel texts - as well as the dissemination of
possibilities for applying space technology to development.

There is, however, one subject which is of concern to us and about
which we cannot remain silent, namely the increasing military use that is
being made of ocuter space. World public opinion has been amply informed of
the prodigious progress achieved in the exploration and exploitation of

outer space for peaceful purposes. Ap awareness has been created of the great

benefits thet might be obtained in the future for the progress and welfare

of mankind, since these activities in outer space must be carried out for

the benefit and in the interests of all countries regardless of the degree of
their econcmic and scientific development. Rut world public opinion has

been kept somewhat in the dark regarding the threat inherent in the increased

use of outer space for military purposes.




PKB/alv Afc.1/32/PV.h2
23

(Mr. Canales, Chile)

We all recognize *hat through the Commitiee cn Outer Sre e
the Upited Nations has done most praiseworthy work in the preparation of
legal instruments to regulate all activities of exploration and utilization
of outer space and Bo: ensure its peaceful use, as well as granting all States
equal oprortunities +to benefit therefrom. The United Nations has also
encouraged international co-operation so that progress in the spheres of
communications, meteorology, remote sensing and: so ocn, terefit the
greatest number of States, particularly the developirg ones.

There are a number of international instruments +hat have gpecified
what military use can be made of outer space and scme agreements have been
reached to prohibit the-use of nuclear weapcns or weapons of mass destruction
in this new environment which man's genius haes opened up. Thus, for example,
General Assembly resolution 1884 (XVIIIL), in operative paragreph 2:

"Solemnly calls unen all States: ... to refrain from placing in
orbit around the earth any objects carrying nuclear weapons or any

other kinds of weapons of mass destruction, installing such weapons

on celestial bodies, or stationing such Wweapons in outer space in any

other manner;",

The outer space Treaty of 1967 in article IV, first peragrerh sets cut
that:
"States Parties to the Treaty undertake not %o place in orbit
around the Farth any objects carrying nuclear weapons or any other kinds
of weapons of mass destruction, install such weapons on celestial bodies,

or station weapons in outer space in any other manner." (General Assembly
resolution 2222 (¥XI), annex)

TIn 1963 a Treaty was approved which prohibited the testing of nuclear

weapons in the atmosphere, in outer space or under water. My delegation feels

that becavse we are imbued with the urgency of studying the ‘peaceful uses of cute
" space we have :not as .yet given due attention-to the military uses of that
environment in order to prevent the application of stace technelegy in“the milita
field from opening up new areas of the arms race.

A/c.y/32/pv.L2
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The Secretary-Generall's report on the Fconomic and Socisl Consequences
of the Armaments Race (document A/32/88), on page 1, paragraph ?l, clearly
jnforms us of the decisive importance of developments in the military use
of outer space achieved in the progress of both nuclear warfare and so-called
"conventional" warfare.

A1l these reasons dlctate the need to include in the studies made b?
our Committee the possible military uses of outer space in order to acquire
the necessary informetion that will allow us to adopt measures to complement
the relevant provisions contained in the 1967 Treaty by an agreement on the
future demilitarization of outer space that will guarantee for it an
exclusively peaceful use.

Tf we do not include this responsibility, which appears logical to us,

sn the terms of referenee of the Committee on Ouber Space we will allow

the military use of outer space to be generalized and sophisticated to such
an extent that subseguent efforts to avoid The development of an arms race
in outer space will be fruitless and will perhaps allow the use of new

methods of warfare, the destructive power of which is unforeseeable.
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If it were felt inappropriate to give wider scope to the studies of the
Committee on Outer Space so that it could take up the military uses of outer
space as well as its peaceful uses, then perhaps it might Ee appropriate to
include a new item among the disarmament gquestions touching on the problems rais
by the development of artificial earth satellites for military purposes.

In the 1977 yearbook of the Stockholm International Peace Research Institut
we are told that more than 60 per cent of the satellites put into orbit in the
last few years are engaged in military activities such as electronic photographi
reconnaissance and geodesic, meteorological, navigational or research work on
improving military satellites.

At present the mejor space Powers are involved in rivalry concerning systems
of satellite interceptors and destroyers. In other words, the arms rece has
acquired new dimensions wvhich constitute-as many new threats to internstional
Peace and security. ‘

We do not believe that we can yet sreak of a new type of space war, but
rather of an additional space strategy of tridimensional space operations that
will make war increasingly lethal and threatening to mankind's aspirations to
peace and progress.

The interest shown by a number of delegations of member States in Joining
the Commitiee on Outer Space 1s clear proof of the importance atbtached to the
bpractical uses of space technology in the development of countries and the legal
aspects of such activities. We should specifically like to stress the efforts
made by the delegations of Colombiz and Ecuador, which have been represented in
the work of the Committee and its subsidiary organs this year. We believe
that now that our Organization hes almost achieved universality we should
encourage the widest possible participation in the working bodies of the
United Nations, and therefore we shall wholeheartedly support the draft resolutioﬁ
Just submitted by the representative of Colombia, sponsored by more than
20 delegations, calling for expansion of the membership of the Committee on
Outer Space.

We could not conclude this statement without expressing our appreciation

to the Chairman of the Committee on Outer Space, Mr. Jankowitsch, for his
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i 1,41 ; credtizz, We werld ssk him
constent dedication and care in presiding over that Corwitizz., Wa wrord
to inform his Govermment of our apprecietion of the considerstion,
3 T o+
nospitality and assistance given the delegations present in Vienna Tor the

twentieth sessi-n of the Committee,

Mr. PAVLAK (Polaad): This year we have before us the report on
the results of the twentieth session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Cuber Space. Once again the Committee was fortunaste to work under the
gble and dedicated guidance of Mr. Peter Jankowitsch of Austria. This
time he was given the well deserved opportunity to pre=ide over the proceedings
of his Committee in Vienna. My delegation very much appreciated the traditional
Austrian hosbitality as well as the efficiency with which the business of the
Committee was conducted. Here in the First Committee we have also benefited
a lot from the introductory statement made by Mr. Jankowitszh c¢ the
beginning of or consideration of the two items concerning internaticnal
co-operation in the field of the exploration and peaceful uses of outer space.

The twentieth session of the Committee this year coincided with the
twentieth anniversary of man's first venture inte outer space. The successful
launching of the first Soviet satellite, Sputnik I, in October 1957 marked
the Dbeginning of the new era in the history of mankind. The anniversary mocd
leads us to medidate upon past achievements and possible future developments
in this area.

The United Nations recerd in promoting international co-operaticn in the
exploration and peaceful uses of outer space is very ilmpressive indeed. It is
through the United Nations that the rxule of law has been extended to cover new
dimensions. The United Nations has provided an appropriate forum for co-ordinating
scientific activities and furthering the exchange of information. Our
Organization has. reaffirmed the common interest of mankind in promoting the
exploration and use of outer space for exclusively peaceful progress. The
Ynited Nations has thus become a true centre for harmonizing the actions of
‘nations in this new and promising field of human endzavour.

It is gratifying to note that space technology has already helped to

‘resolve many problems, both theoretical and practical. Tre co-operetion between
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the two leading Powers, the Soviet Union and the United States, has been
raised to a higher level. We were all impressed in particular by the
successful completion of the joint Apollo-Soyuz programme two years &ago.
Many other States are now in a position to make their own contributions to
the exploration and peaceful uses of cuter space. Accordingly, international
co-opergtion in this domaein is novadays based on the bhroad participation of
various countries, scientific bedies and individual experts.

In Poland the research activities within the framework of our Natione)

Sclentific Space Programme are concentrated on space physics, satellite

geodesy, space biology and medicine. We are aiso very interested and involved:

~,in the implementation of space-application programmes related to the remote
sensing of the earth and to communication via sabtellites. These activities
are being carried out mainly within the ambits of two agencies grouping
socialist countries, namely Intercosmos and Intersputnik. In July 1976

the character of an intergovernmental agreement was given to the Intercosmos
co-operation programme, and shortly afterwards an additional agreement was
signed on the basis of which scientists from the States parties were given
the possibility of participating in space flights on board Soviet Space
vehicles, The ftraining of specialists from Toland and other socialist
countries is now in progress at the Gagarin Centre, near Mbscow; Some research
programres are also being carried out by Polish specislists on a bilateral
basis in co-operation with nany other countries from dif ferent reglions of the
world,

This year's report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
contains a nunber of important recommendations and decisions concerning the
future work of the Commitiee as a vwhole and its subsidiary bodies. May I in
the first place offer some comrents with regard to the recommendstions and

decisions related to the questions that are being dealt with by the Legal
Sub-~Commititee. )
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We highly appreciate the contribution made by the Legal Sub-Committee

o the elavboration of basic principles and specific rules of outer space law.

We earnestly hope that the tenth anniversary of the entry into force of the

main outer space Treaty will be marked by new ratifications or accessions to
this instrument which has laid down the foundations for harmonious international
co~operation and éctivities of States in the exploration and use of outer

space, including the moon and other celestial bodies.

There is now a great need for new instruments to regulate man's
activities in some specific areas related to peaceful uses of outer space
technology. I have in mind, in particular, the elaboration of principles
governing the use by States of artificial earth sateilites for direct television
broadcasting. My delegation has noted with appreciation the considerable
progress made by the Legal Sub-Committee in this respect. We have also welcomed
the results of the World Administrative Radilo Conference for the Planning of the
Broadcasting Satellite Service held earlier this year in Geneva. We expected
that the arrangements made there under the auspices of the International
Telecommunication Union { IFU) would help to resolve rot only technical but also
legal problems, especially those connected with the spill-over of the
satellite signal.

Alas, as can be seen from the Committee's report, additional efforts
undertaken during the course eof i1ts twentleth session to reach a compromise
solution proved unsuccessful owing to lack of consensus. The matter wili now
go back to the Legal Sub-Committee., We hope that it will not take too much
time for the Legal Sub-Committee to arrive at an agreed soluticn of the
question of "consultation and agreements between States" and, consequently,
to adopt a complete get of principles on direct television broadcasts.

In this connexion I should like to repeat once again that in our approach

to the question of direct television broadcasting by means of artificial

earth satellites we are not guided by any time-serving or tactical considerations.

Direct broadcasting will never be made 1n a vacuum. It is not true that thexe
are no rules governing Stete actilvitles in the field of direct broadcasting.
. Tn the first place, there are rules of general iInternational law and there are

agreed principles of peaceful coexistence. Technological advances must not

:be taken as a pretext to override such fundamental principles as national
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sovereignty and non-interference in domestic affairs of other States. What w
are also concerned with is the safeguarding of the cultural heritage of
various naticns, as well as the prevention of abuses, violence and racist
and hostile propaganda. That is why we are of the view thet the Froblems
that may arise in connexion with direct broadcasting should be resolved by
means of consultation and agreements between States directly involved.

We have also followed with keen interest the work of the Scientifie and
Technical Sub-Committee and we very much appreciate its stimulating and
co-ordinating role with regard to scientific and technical aspects of man's

activities in outer space.

We share with other delegations the highest appreciation of the oubtstandin

contribution wade by, Frofessor Carver of Australis in his capacity as Chairman
of the Sub-Committee,

The remote sensing of the earth is another matter of immediate practical

interest for us as well as for other countries. We have noted the Progress

made in this respect bofh by the Legal Sub-Commititee and by the Scientific and

Technical Sub-Committee. I have in mind, inter alia,, the proposed definition o

the notion of "data" in the context of remote sensing. Perhaps the findings of
the scientists will serve as a useful criterion for the Legal Sub-Committee

in its efforts to elaborate general principles relating to remote sensing and,
in particular, in its search for appropriate formulations concerning the

dissemination of date obtained from remote sensing,

There are many other important questions that are currently under study.
But since the recommendations and decisions adopted at the tweniieth session
of the Committee meet with my, delegation's general approval, I should not like
to dwell upon them any longer.

I have a feeling, however, that I should fail to do my duby if I did not
say how happy we were in our delegation on learning of the recognition
given to our colleague, Mr, Bugeniusz Wyzner, on the occasion of, the
tenth anniversary of his chairmanship of the Legal Sub-Commitiee. It was a
source of particular pleasure to us that the Committee as, a whole added its
own words of appreciation for the contribution made by Mr. Wyzner during his
10-yeer

term of office as Chairmen of the Legal Sub-Committee. T should
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1ike to take this opportunity %o express oux thanks to the Committee for 1ts
kind gesture. We shall convey with pleasure 21l the kind words sddressed to
Mr. Wyzner by speskers during our debate in the Flrst Committee.

In conclusion, I should like to express our support for the approach
to the question of wider participation by other States in the work of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space contained in the Austrian

draft resolution in document A/C.1/32/L.42, which was distributed this morning.

Mr. HERDER (German Demceratic Republic): My delegation has with
great interest taken note of the report of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space as well as Tollowed the statement of its Chairman,

Mr. Jankowitsch., We note with satisfaction that the activities of the
Committee are contributing to ensuring the peaceful use of outer space.
Tor this we should like to express our gretitude and appreci~tion to ite
Chairman and members.

Tnternational co-operation relating to outer space has made it clear that
this new area, which was opened up by men's creative activity and ventured into
for the Tirst time exactly 20 years ago with the ploneering feat of the Soviet
Union, the launching of Sputnik I, can be used on a lasting basis for the
benefit of mankind only if %the peaceful nature of the actlvities of Statezs in

outer space is ensured. The outer space Treaty, whose tenth anniversary we

are marking this month, has provided a solid foundation in this respect.
We consider the prohibition against the installing of any kind of nuclear

weapong and other weapons of mass destruction on celestial bodies as laid

down in the Treaty an importent accomplishment. It has been instrumental in

using activities in outer space and on celestial bodies exclusively for

peaceful purposes. This has led to strengthening international security and

had a favourable effect on the struggle to curb the arms race.
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Trte Treaty was at the same time an important step towards the codificatio
of the law of outer space, which is determined by the fundamental principles of
the United Nations Charter and which has to be regerded as an important part of
our present-day democratic international law. For that reason the delegation
of the German Democratic Republic supports the draft resolution prepared by the
Legal Sub-Committee which pays tribute to the Outer Space Treaty, in particular
the invitation to further States to accede to this important Treaty.

It is indeed imperative to strive for the universality of this and all other
agreem<nts relating to questions of ocuter space. It cannot be in the interest of
the security of the peoples and States that certsn guarters keep their
hands free in order to misuse outer space at their discretion. The obligation
to use ouber space exclusively for peaceful purposes must be respected by all
States and must apply to all continents.

General concern was aroused by reports on the establishment of a huge

rocket-testing ground in the southern hemisphere of Africa. The Orbital Transyor

und Raketeraktiengesellschaft (OTRAC) of Stuttgart is said to have obtained

through an agreement, the unrestricted right to use that area for the testing of
all types of rockets., Mindful of the historic experience of the armament policy
of German imperialists, one rightly raises the guestion in that connexion whether:
this agreement aims at bypassing international provisions imposed upon the States
for the limitation of certain weapons. That would run counter to the security
interests of all Statesjand in particular would complicate still further the
gituation in southern Africa.

The agenda of the sessions of the Committee on Outer Space and its sub-
committees includes important questions concerning the codification and
progressive development of the law of outer space ag well as problems relating to
the scientific and technological use of outer space. Our efforts should be direct@
2% solving trese protlems as early as pcesible. That soluticn cennot be advanced
by dealing with problems which are of secondary importance or are not of topical

interest. Ve should, rather, concentrate on the key issues.
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May I be allowed, therefore, to make the following remarks on the
activities of the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on Outer Srace. The
delegation of the German Democratic Republic holds the view that considerable
progress has been achieved regarding the elaboration of draft principles on
remote sensing of the earth by satellites. We congider it necessary from the
political and legal point of view to include also in the principles to be
elaborated the principle of the permanent sovereignty of States over their
natural resources. It is well-known that that principle is contained in
numerous resolutions of the United Nations which were adopted by the overwhelming
majority of Member States. We hold that the principle of the freedom of outer space
cannot be brought into contrast with the yrinciple of state soveveignty as a binding
norm of interpational law. The principle of the freedom of outer srace can,
therefore, only be implemented in strict observance of the principle of the ,
rermanent sovereignty of States over the natural resources or their territories.

In {hkat connexion the readiness of the Soviet Union to take photographs of
the territory of interested, States and to make those photos available to them
deserves great appreciation. Such "cosmic service" would effectively help the
countries concerned %o, locate their natural wealth more quickly and to utilize it
still more efficiently.

With regard to the elaboration of principles governing the use by States of
artificial eaxrth satellites for direct television broadcasting, we welcome the fact
tist further progress has been made in the formulation pf draft principles concerning
“consultaticn and agreements tetween States™. It is cur opinicn that direct
television broadcasting by means of satellites to another State can only be made
if the broadcasting State has notified the receiving State in time cf i%s intention
to broadeast, if relevant asgreemenis are conecluded between the States
eoncerned and if the satellite service is rendered on, the basis of the
regulations of the Inbernational Meleccnrmuni-aiion Union (ITU).

Some delegations have been in favour of including in the Treaty relating to
the moon provisions which would declare the moon and its natural resources the

"common heritage of all mankind". As we know, the Outer Space Treaty sbates that
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"The exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon and
Other celestial bodies, shall be carried out for the benefit and in the
interests of all countries, irrespective of their degree of economic or
scientific development, and shall be the province of all mankind."
{resolution 2220 (xx1))

Yhat consequences could arise - going beyond the Outer Space Treaty - from
including the term "heritage of mankind" in a treaty urder international law?

Vie take the liberty of pointing out that that term is totally unknown to
international law. Tt,is clearly & term used in civil law implying the recogniti
of status of ownership. TIts inelusion in the treaty relating to the moon, a
treaty under international law, allows only the coneclusion thet common possession
of the moon and of its natural wealth by ail States would be postulated. That,
however, is in contrast with the Outer Space Treaty which, as is well-known, says
that the moon is not subject to appropriation by anyone, which also means not by
all mankind, Moreover, we fail to see the legal implication of adopting +this
term in the treaty relating to the moon since, as is generally known, mankind is
not a subject of international law and hence cannot exercise rights and duties
resulting from international relations.

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic believes that, given a
realistie approach, the eisboration of a treaty relating to the moon could be
concluded at an early stage.

S0 far as the guestion of the legal status of the orbit of geostationaxry
satellites is concerned, the delegation of the Qerman Democratic Republic is
guided by the following principle: that orbi%; just as any obher orbit of
satellites, is an integral part of outer space which, in accordance with the
generally recognized norms of internationsl law, is no% subject to national
appropriation.

As far as the space activities of the German Democratic Republic in the
Tast year are concerned I should like to stress that the Cerman Democratic Repupli
has participated continuously in the work within the framework of "Interkosmos”.

Zmphasis was placed on the evaluation of the results obtained by the Soviet

srace venture Soyuz 22, which had the multi-spectral camera MKF 6 manufactured

o Afc.1/32/BV 2
7/ 8 /kd SaA
(Mr. Herder, German Democratic
Fepublic)

n the German Democratic Republic on board. The results cbtained so far show
hat the results of space research technology are widely appliceble in various
jelds of national economy. The activities of the German Democratic Republic

ithin the framework of that experiment illustrate what can also be achieved

‘py smaller countries of the community of socialist States, if there is a
‘certain specialization. That experiment illustrates the transition from pure

i i ific fie ication
pasic research and practice-oriented research to specific field applica

- of satellite technology.

The German Democratic Republic will report in detail about its outer space

activities in 1977 in the annual report on national and co-gperative international

.space activities to be prepared under resolution 2223 (XXI). Furthermore, I

should like to refer to the statements made by the representatives of the

German Democratic Republic at the sessions of the Committee on- Outer Space and

its Sub-Committees in which further activities of the German Democratic Republic

were mentioned.
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In our country also all other scientific and technological results
of the peaceful exploration of outer space are followed with special
attention. The achievements made in the field of space research fipure

prominentiy on the balance sheet of the peoples of the USSR Prepared on
the occasion of the sixtieth anniversary of the Great October Socialis+t
Revolution. One of the recent highlights was the launching of the second
international bio-laboratory "Cosmos 956". The recent Soviet "Sputnik

of Life', in which, in addition to the other Socialist countries, the United
States and France also participated, continues research work of great
scientific and practical importance. During the 20 vears since the first
Soviet bio-satellite "Sputnik 2" with the dog Laika on board orbited the
earth for seven days, biological experiments have been made on board

about U0 satellites and probes, space vehicles and orbital stations. These
experiments serve the humanitarian goal of ensuring the health of man in
space and on earth as 1s called for by the World Health Organization in

its 12-point ocuter space prograrme.

Just as in the successful experiments with "Cosmos 936", co-operation
between the USSR ard France proves once again that great successes in
strengthening and expanding the process of détente can be reached in the
interest of all mankind. The continuous scientific and technological
co-operation between these two space nations, which was crowned only
recently by the launching of the French probe "Signe 2" with the help of
a Soviet carrier rocket, started more than 10 years ago. The advantages
resulting therefrom in the scientific and technological field demonstrate
once again how necessary it is to implement and fully apply the principles
of peaceful coexistence between States of different soccial systems.

My delegation would like also to convey its congratulations to the
representatives of the United States on their country's programme to venture
into unexplored areas of outer space with its "Voyager 1 and 2" missions.
Our appreciation also goes to all other States which have made a further

contribution to the peaceful uses of outer space in 1977.
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Today two draft resoluticns were distributed, and are helore us,
concerning the increase in the membership of the Commitiee on the Peacefyl
Uses of Outer Space. My delegation understands very well the wish of
certain delegations to give more States thar has been the case up till now the
pessibility of taking part directiy in the work of the Comnittee by an iuncrease
in its membership. Ve would, however, prefer this problem to be
thoroughly discussed in the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Sphace
before the General Assembly takes any decision on the suhject.

Taking this gtand, we are guided by the consideration that this
Comuittee is a working organ involved in negotiations on complex matbers.

It is well known that the composition of such organs should, therefore, be
carefully studied in order to make such bodies workable and effective before
changing them.

The exploration and uses of outer space and of celestial bodies have
clearly shown the natural intervelationship between earth and outer space.

It is obvious that peaceful co-operation of Shates in the use of ouber gpace
can only be lasting and stable when there is progress on earth in
strengthening peace, in deepening and expanding the process of political

détente, and in the area of disarmament.

Mr. NYAMDO (Mongoliea) (interpretation from Russian): Twenty years
ago, with the launching in the Soviet Union of the world's first artificial
satellite, & beginning was made in the new era.of the conguest of
gpace by man., Credit for this belonés to the Soviet people, which
recently, together with the whole of progressive mankind, celebrated
the sixtieth amniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution. e have
every reason to say that its logical consequence was the development of
co-operation between States in a totally new field of international relations,
namely, the field of inbernational co-operation in the use of outer space

for peaceful purposes.
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The first international legal instrument governing this co-operation
was the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
exploration and use of oubter space, including the moon and other celestial bod
In the 10 years since it was slgned, this Treaty has played an important
role in the progressive develorment of contemporary internatiocnal law,
in particular space law. Our delegation would like %o express its
whole-hearted support for the recommendation made by the Outer Space Committee
in connexion with the tenth anniversary of the entry into force of this
Treaty. The Mongolian People's Republic attaches great importance to this
and other treaties and agreements produced by the Outer Space Committee. It
believes ‘that they should be made universal, and also that all
States in their activities in space should observe strictly the agreed
norms of these international instruments.

In the last 20 years contemporary space travel has achieved really
remarkable success, from the Ffirst artificial cearth satellites and the first
flight of man into space up to the major orbiting stations and the larnding
of man on the moon, from the purely research launchings of space devices
right up to the broad practical application of space technology for the gocd
of mankind.

e can say today that space travel has ceased to be an exceptional
event and has become & constant factor in the life of man, and the conguest
of outer space for peaceful Purposes is assuming an organized character.
Clearly, active co-operation between States in the field of research into
and vuse of outer space is an imperative need of the day. Broad co-cperation
between States in this area is an extremely important condition for the
successful solution of those problems which still face mankind in the field

of space travel.

In this regard, the United Nations, in particular the Committee on the

Peaceful Uses of OQuter Space, is playing an important role.
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The Mongolian People’s Republic, within the Iimits of its resources,
1g continuing to participate in research programmes, in particular in the
Interkosmos programme cayried out within the framework of the countries
of the socialist community. ILast year, the Mongolian Pecple'’s Republic,
within the Interkosmos programme, tock part in scientific research work
in the field of space physics, meteorology, communications, biology and
medicine, and also remobte genging of earth by means of artificial
satellites. Ve have every reason to say that the results of co-operation
with Socialist countries have been having a good effect on the solution of
the most varied economic problems of our country.

I should like now Lo make a few brief comments on the report of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space. On the whole, the Mongolian
delegation takes a favourable view of the Committee's work. The Committee
and its Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and its Legal Sub-Committee

have made great efforts tTo complete the tasks assigned to thenm.
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We note with satisfaction that the Legal Sub-Committee has made
considerable progress in its work on the principles to govern the use by
States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting for
the purpose of concluding an international. agreement or agreements, and in
particular in the formulatlon of the text of the principle of consultation
and esgreements among States and also of a draft rrermble. We showid Like to
stress paxti~u. a1’y here that a large number of members of the Committee now
acknowledge the need for prior consent for the :arrying out of direct
television broadecasting if it is aimed at a foreign State.

In so far as ~crterns the question of the legal consequences of the
remote sensing of earth resources, the Sub-Committee did some useful work. It
shoull be yrinted cut that a numi~r of delegations favoured the conrre e regulati
of acsivities in this area. - The course of the digcussion on thils suhject showed
that the problem of the dissemination of the data obtained =s a rerult
of remote sensing is of great significance., In this regard our delegation
believes that the Soviet proposal on this subject is construetive - a
proposal submitted to the Legal Sub-Committee at 1ts sixteenth session. We
believe that among the principles governing the remote sensing of the Earth,
the principle of the total and constant sovereignty of all States and peoples
over their natural resgources and wealth should occupy an appropriste ploce, and alg
the prineiple of their inclienable right to dispose of thelr own naiuirsl resources:
and information regarding such resources. We should like to express our regret
at the fact that because of the negative attitude of «nrtain States the
lest session of the Legal Sub-Committee was unable to protuce o
acceptable text on this imporbant principle.

The delegation of the Mongolian People's Republie would like to stress
that in the consideration of the draft principles to govern remote sensing
the Legal Sub-Committee should give priority to efforts aimed at producing a
single text of a universally ngreed upon principle for resp=cting the sovereign

rights of all countries both over their natural resources and over informaticn

relating to thrsc w=scur-es.
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With regard to one of the high priority guestions -the work on the
draft treaty on the moon ~we believe that further intensive efforts should
be made to conclude as scon as possible work on this draft treaty. In this
regard our delegation welcomes the proposal of the delegation of the Soviet
Union that on the question on the status of the natural resources of the moon
a separate document should be prepared in the form of an additicnal protceol to the
draf’t treaty on the mocn. Ve believe that this proposal could help the Coumittee
to overcome the present state of stagnation with regard to the completion of
work on the draft treaty on the moon.

As members of the Committee will recall, wembers of the Committee on Outer
Space, in the course of the discussion in the Sub-~Committee, a reference was
elso rade to the questlon of geo-stationary crbit. Cur delegation telieves
that these orbits should not be considered in isolation from outer space.

In connexion with the work of the Legal Sub-Committee, the delegation of the
Mongolian People's Republic would like to express its whole-hearted support
for the resolution of the Legal Sub-Committee which pays itritute to
Ambassador Wyzner of the Polish People's Republic who for 10 years has 80
skilfully and so tactfully conincted the prnceedings of the Sub-Commitire.

In so far as concerns the work of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee,
our dele gation supports the conclusions and recommendations contained in the
Committee's report. Our delegation believes it appropriate here to confirm
our position on the convening of a possible United Nations space conference,

The Mongolian People’s Republic in principle supports the idea of convening
such a conference and believes that it should be very carefully prepared for
S0 &g Lo ensure its success.

In conclusion I should like, cn behalf of the delegation of the Mongolian
Feorie's Republic, to express our deep gratitude to the Federal Government and
people of Austria for the opporturity given to hold the twentieth anniversary
session of the Committee in the beautiful city of Viemna where it received such

warm hospitality.
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The CHAIRMAN: I now call on the representative of Austria to
introduce draft resolution £/C.1/32/L.k2,

Miss HOLZER (Austria): The Austrian delegation is fully aware
of the wish of a number of States to become members of the Commitiee on the

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in order to participate directly and actively

in its work and contribute to its achievements. In ocur view this wish

corresponds to the growing importance of space exploration and the application

of space technology for all countries and anderlines the role of the United Nationg
and in particuler the Committee continue to play as a Foeal point for
international co-operation in this field.

It is not the first time that such desires for wider participation have
been advanced. The membership of the Outer Space Committee has almost doubled
sirece its inception. It can thus be said that the growth raie has certainly
kept abreast with that of the United Nations itself. The last enlargement
took place only three years ago upon the unanimous decision of the Genersl
Assembly in its resolution 3182 (XXVIII). This resolution emenated from
a unanimous recommendation made by the mewbers of the Outer Space Committee
and others. As a result nine new members, seven of them developing
countries, Jjoined the Committee and have since made invalusble contributions
to its work.

Now a new proposal for expansion is being put forth by a number of
countries, not members of the Committee., My delsgation would like to
emphasize that we understand this proposal as the expression of a legitimate
and welcome wish to involve an even greater number of countries than is now

the case in the importent decision-making process of the Committee.
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- I should like to point out +that in the past the Committee, whose meetings
are open, has never failed to agree to requests from non-members to present
their viewpoints and to participate in its discussions. Thus, in the course
of the last sessions of the Committee itself and of the legal Sub-Committee,
delegations of non-member States were given an opportunity to attend and
address the meetings in an ad hoc observer capacity. The views of non-members
expressed in the debate at the General Assembly, furthermore, constitute an
importent input into the deliberations of the Committee.

However, my delegation fully appreciates the wish for fuller participation
which 18 offered by membership itself and helieves that this deserves our
most sincere consideration. While this is the case - and I should lile to
underscore that we are not motivated by a desire to exclude anybody and to
remain some sort of privileged club as some may feel - serious thought muast
be given to the various possibilities of accommodating this wish for
participation and tc the implicalions of wvhatever decision we may take on
this matter.

As far as concerns inmediate expansion of the Committee, now
proposed by the sponsors of draft resclution A/C.l/BE/L.ME, my delegation
believes that -~ apart from possible negative effects on the efficiency of
the work of the Commitfee and particularly of the Legsl Sub-Committee, which
to a large extent functions as a drafiing bedy - we must take a long-term
view of the matter: it is entirely likely that in the foreseeable future
other countries will also want to join the Committee and thus reguest further
expansion. We should, therefore, ask curselves whether it is desirsble to
start upon a course which could eventually lead toc a membership extended to a
degree which might seriously jeopardize its workebility.

Taking this into account and, as I have said, fully appreciating the
legitimacy of the desire for wider participation in the Commitiee's work, the
Austrian delegation believes that, before taking any decision on expansion, we
should seriously explore all possible ways and means to provide for such
Participation. Since this is a matter of great importance, particularly for
the future of the Committee, we furthermore believe that the Committee itself
and all its 37 members should have a chance to discuss the matter in full
detail.
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One alternative option which might be worth looking inte is, in the
opinion of this delegation, the possibility of a rotation sysiem of
membership in the Cuter Space Committee - alszo mentioned this morning by the
repregentative of Colombia. By adopting such a procedure, vwhich cculd,
for example, involve the exchange of one third of the members every two or
three years, a greater number of countries would be given an opportunity to
participate. That number would indeed over the long run be larger than that
achieved by simple expansion. Rotaticn would offer the advantage of providing
for wider participation without the possible negative implications of
increasing the size of the Commitiee,

The Austrian delegation has, therefore, decided to present the draft
resolution contained in document A/C.1/%2/%.42 which I now have the honour %o
introduce. I should like to assure the representative of Colombis that this
draft was submitted to the Secretariat ror issuing by Tuesdey morning. The
draft notes the desire of some member States to participate in the work of
the Committee and for that purpeose bring about an expansion of its present
membership. This desire has been demonstrsted in thre pasth, inter alis, in
the course of the last meeting cf the Committee, when two of the co-sponsors
of draft resolution A/C.1/32/L.43 were given an opportunity to address the
Committee, In full awareness of this desire, which has come to the attention
of this delegation also in contacts with cther delegations, we decided to
offer this draft resolution as & possible compromise.

In operative paragraph 1 it requests the Committee to examine ways and
means by vwhich it can accommodate the desire for wider participation and to
report on the results te the next session of the General Assembly, which
should then agree on the actiocn to be taken. Operative paragraph 2 makes
it qguite clear that it will be for the General Assembly itself to discuss

this matiter and take a final decision.

My delegation, convinced that this approach, which we offer as a compromise,

reflects the viewpeint of the majority of the menbers of the Committee on Outer
Space, believes that this draft resciution corresponds to the great importance

of this particular question, and we hops that it will receive broad support.
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Mr. ALBORNOZ (Beuador) (interpretation from Spanish): Ue have

listened with close attention to the presentation made by the Chairman of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, Mr, Jankowitsch, and we have
also received the report of that Committee, We believe that the optimistic
words of the Chairman are tc be welcomed, as they place in geod perspective
the work done by the Committee, which has one of the most dramatic mandates
in the United Nations - confronted by the tremendous mystery of the years to
come, in the development by science of the exploration of outer space by man
and in the nev prospects for the use of outer space to benefit mankind. Ve
have been reminded of all this, and he has also reminded us that this has all
happened a mere 20 years after the launching of the First Sputnik and only

10 years after the landing on the moon - two memorable occasions through which
the present generation has lived.

In the part of the report that refers to the Legal Sub-Committee, note
has been taken of the fact that sufficient progress has not been made on the
question of the natural resources of the moon, and we trust that scme progress
will be made at the next session on the matter, particularly regarding the
treaty on the moon. On the other hand, we are told that some progress has been
made in the preparation of texts for agreements ameng States regarding
artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting, which comes
vnder agenda item 36, Ve are happy that the drafts of six additional
principles have been prepared concerning the legal consequences of the study
of the earth's resources by remote sensing. This is a matier of particular
importance to the developing countries, since, apart from wishing to safeguard
our own sovereign rights over our own natural resources and the information
pertaining to them, we do not wish to be mere witnesses tpo the programmes of
world observation. Together with the right of prior consultation of the sensed
country, we trust that there will be recognition of the latter's right to
share immedietely in the process of observation and the technical information
to be derived therefrom. In this matier we share the view of those States that
have contended that the concept of scvereignty also covers sovereignty over

information on natural resocurces.
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Were we to act otherwise, we would then be seeing the developing world
despoiled by those who for the moment are in a position to despoil it, without
accocunt being taken of the juridical mecdalities of human solidarity and equity
that are implicit in that concept. It is a concept that is very closely
linked to the very struggle and duty of marn to fight against underdevelopment.

T think it opportune that the Committee and ite Dub-Tommittees have
considered the need for a definition or a delimitation of outer space. That
gap has to be closed because, in the verious views expressed on the matter,
we find serious discrspancies which might seriously delay the usefulness to
mankind of activities in outer space.

Tt is for that reason that we note with satisfaction the interest shown
by the Committee concerning geostationary orbit, and it is encouraging to
note that the Committee requested the Legal Sub-Committee to take into account
matters dealiing with that orbit.

Together with the other 10 equatorial countries over whose Serritcry the
dividing line of the world passes,Bcuvador has raised its rights over the
segment of the geostationary orbit located over our continental, maritime
and insular territory. Our claim is based on the Declaration of permanent
sovereisnty of ths developing Stales over their natural resources and on the
principles of the Charter relatinm to economic rights and duties of States,
documents that were approved by the United 'stions.

In the general debate the Foreign Minister of Ecuador stated:

"By virtue of its equatorial location, my country views with
particular intereslt the scientific progress in the field of outer space
exploration; this opens up new prospects for the improvement of man's
1ife on this planet.” (4/32/PV.9, p.7)

He furthermore pointed out that:

" Eeuador hopes to become a member of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space and asks for the Assembly's support in order that its
hopes in this regard may be fulfilled.” (Ibid.,)

And he recalled that:

AH/kd AJC.1/%2/PV b2
ST

(M. Albornoz, Sziedor)

"In its Legal Sub-Ccumittee this year Ferveder once more stated its

reasons for declaring, together with other eguatorial States, its

will to exercise its sovereignty over the segments of the geostationary

synchronous orbit ... {(that) is a separate and different entity from

outer space, the latter being a concept for which the States have

not yet fourd & valid and setisfactory definition.” (Tbid.,)

Those States over which the equatorial line passes met in Bogota in
December of 1976 and agreed to take a jolnt stand in their claim over the
segments of the synchronic orbit located over their territories.

Sovereignty is exercised; it is not negotiated, it is not subordinated to the
will of -other States. Furthermore, the fitem does call for prompt attention,
particularly because the geostationary orbit is a limited resource
and according to the Legal Sub-Committee, 50 per cent of the available
possibilities’ of occupying the orbit have already been saturated by
satellites that are not owned by equatorial countries.

I will say that the equatorial countries do not object to free orbital
transit nor of communications required by the satellites that have been planned
and authorized by the Conventions of the International Telecommunications Union
when those satellites cross our territorial skies in gravitational flight
out of their geostationary orbit. On that matter we have taken note of the
fact that the report of the Committee indicates that in the debate mention
vas made of the geostationary orbit and of the fact that a number of delegations
stressed the need for a definition or delimitation of outer space.

This item has been suggested as deserving of the greatest priority when
the Committee has concluded the other subjects on its agerda. But here,
although we take note of the annexes to the report, we do not share all the views
expressed in them, precisely because outer space has not been defined,
not even from a functional approach, despite the fact that work has been
done on it since 12997C. We are still arguing whether outer space would begin
at the minimun altitude at which satellites can be maintained in orbit, and in
this respect an objective study has been prepared by the Secretariat in

document A/AC.lOS/C.E/T/Add.l, which is a compilation of the views expressed
on the matter.
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The delegation of Eecuvador also reaffirmed itvs views at the general
meetings of the 7 mmittee and contended that in no case
can the geostationary orbll be considered as an integral part of cuter
space gince such Tactors as gravitation, speed ard altitude depend
fundamentally on natural phenomena which are features of the earth itself
and its planetary rotational force.
Because of 21l this, a number of countries, including Ecuador, =re keenly
interested in being guaranteed access to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space, and to that end reguest that the Committee's wembership
be increased as the best way of stressing its universality_and of balancing
the composition of the group of countries that at present participated in
1t because of their interest and the degree of progress. Por that reason,
together with 22 other delenations, we are proposing the expansion o the number
of members from 37 to 47. We trust that draft resolution will receive
unanimous support in the Committee. We believe that with the contribution
of wider points of view from the developing countries, the Committee's work
will be enriched from more universal sources and will achieve even greater
benefits than those that were promised by the Chairman of the Committee when
speaking of the very healthy effect that the previous expansion of the membership
of the Commitiee has given 1t. As he pointed out, the Committee has at no time
wanted to be termed an exclusive club. But since fouwr years have passed,
an increase of the nature of the one reguested can only be beneficial to all
the geogrsphical. regions concerned, as well as to the ecountries that have a
constructive desire to participate in the work and at the service of the Committee.
With regard to draft resolution A/C.1/32/L.43 that was formally
submitted today by the representative of Colombia, I would like to say that to the
22 co-sponsors we have been asked to add the delegations of Cyprus, Bshamas
and Kuwait. I should also like to echo the suprise expressed by the representative
of Colombia at the symbol number given to the document which was submisted on
Tuesday morning. We trust that scme formula will be found to satisfy the

aspilrations of the co-sponsors and of other delegations that have expressed their

support for the concept of dealing with the expansion of the membership at the
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present session. As members of the Committee will recall, the idea of leaving this
matter for another year was already discussed last year, Bo, with all due
respect for the technical aspects that were raised, we would venture to think
that there has surely been sufficient time to ponder the question. TFar be it
from us to believe that the present suggestion to postpone is a dilatory
tactic.
The representative of Austria was very kind when she referred to the
desire of a number of members of the Committee to increase the membership of
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space. We have raised the
gquestion of expanding the membership, so that it will be the General Assembly
that will decide upon the membership of one of its own Committees. We are
grateful to the representative of Austria sincerely for her intention to study this
matter, as she says, and we hope that a decision will be arrived at as soon as

possible at the present session =nd by common agreement.
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VWle do not believe that an increase in membership will have an adverge effect on t For all of the above reasons, we are gratified at the report of the

itt i i ici i
work of the Committee, for the very same praiseworthy reasons given by the Comn ee submitted to us and reserve our right to participate in the

S e if' 0 . ) 0}
representative of Austriz herself when referring to the results of the previous peciiic aspects of the debate when we deal with them in this Committee.

expansion.
Mr. SCALABRE (France) (interpretation from French): Prance is

Ve have also been very interested in the report submitted by the Scientific

articulariy interested i t g : g
and Technical Sub-Committee. We note with particular satisfaction the view of P v @ 1n outer space matters and has a number of

recognized techni i i i $ g NI
the Sub-Committee, in turn endorsed by the Committee itself, that there is no ogLze echnieal bodies in this field. The French National Centre for

Spatial Studies, apart f i i i - i
scientific or technical reason for any remotely-sensed State not to have due P » 8p rom 1ts own research institute, acts as co-ordinator

between the different laboratories and specialized = i
access wlthout discriminetion to information regarding its own territory. P sgencies whose

tiviti in remote-s i degl 1 i ; s
Tn this matter, however, I think we should go further. Together with activities ote-sensing deal not only with equipment carried in space but

3 th . . R
the desire that the use of data obtained by satellite should be added to the also with data reception, processing and evaluation.
France is also co-operating abrozd in a serieg of projects:

at the European level we are closely linked to the AGRESTE
pilot project of the European Community which covers a number of aspects of

national economy and the planning functions of the Government, co-operation
is required in the training of staff through the transfer of technology and

participation in scientific research into that technology on the part of the
sensed State as part and parcel of the international responsibility of the sgriculture; to the Buropean METEOSAT space agency programme and the
sensing State. Otherwise the technological gap which is so alarming in this Buropean experimental satellite telecommunication programme, 0TS, which will
matter will never be bridged to the benefit of the developing couniries. traln the necessary experts for a future operational satellite. France is

e have taken due note and were gratified at the conclusion arrived at a?so in charge of the Buropeen ARTANE launcher. In close liaison
by the Committee that & working group should be set up to prepare a possible w1th.the Federal R?public of Germany, the French National Centre for Spatial
United Nations conference on outer space that would be the universal forunm Studles has communicated to the ?uropean Space Agency the results of a
in which we could zssess the progress achieved on such an important subject. | zzuZ:r;:aniiizAjé ;izczzsizlzzbiz zi:S;r:;ziﬁzzzzzig:X;i:?pZiiafEderal Republic
It is also encouraging to note that aspect of the work of the specialized agencies e )
telecomnurications satellites, Symphonie I and Symphonie IT, thanks to which the

of the United Nations system as defined and outlined in the report. That
developing courtries are benefiting from a programme of educaticnal television

musteting of all the forces of the internaticnal services of our day in spatial
relayed by a station set up in Bouake in the Ivory Coast and placed at our disposal

by the authorities of that country. It is also thanks to Symphonie that

we were able to set up a 1ink between Paris and Nairobi for the
Nineteenth General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

technology can only contribute to a beneficizl reduction of the technological
gap I mentioned earlier.

As an equatorial country my country is deeply interested in the correlative
study of these items including solar energy which possesges such great potential

benefit for the future of mankind and which has such wide promise for countries ‘
At the bilateral level, France has continued its long-standing and fruitful

which, because of their geographical location, have so many days of sunshine in .
co-operation with the Soviet Union and, thanks to a Soviet launcher, was able to

the yearly cycle. . .
place in orbit on 17 June last the SIGNE IIT satellite which is equipped to

reasure solar ultraviolet rays. Other experiments planned by French
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ilaboratories vill be carwied out in Soviet satellites. Furthermore,
the research group on spatial biclogy, together with the Biological and
Medical Institute of Moscow has set up the experiment BIOBLOC 1.
In this same way France also co-operates with the Nationzl Aeronautiecs
and Space Administration (NASA): and it is on board an American satellite that
the system of localization and collection of AGROS information has been
launched. Ve are participeting on the other hand in the AEROSAT programme
to assist aerial navigstion and a number of experiments on the sclar
chromesphere and we are planning reseerch work that will Iaunch in 1978
an American satellite to Venus. We are also co-operating in the ISEE
project with NASA for the study of the magnetosphere.
The desire of France to co-operate is particularly aimed at the developing
countries. Thus, we have associated with the National Institute of
Agronomical Research in Tunisia so as to control the ecological imbalances
in the arid zones of the south of Tunisia. Two French bodies pariicipated
in *he preparation of the Mall project SAPHYR. I have already mentioned

our activities in Bouske in the Ivory Coast. I should alsc like to zadd that

so far as technical research 1s concerned ; there is the preparation, together with !

the Indian Space Research Organisation of a programme tc experiment with the
different parts of a fubture domestic system of communication.

I apologize for this somewhat arid enumeration but it is intended to
ghow the interest of France in space activities and, more particularly, those
that rely on international co-operation for their success.

T come now to another item on our agenda. The guestion of the delimitation
and definition of outer space has always been a matter of concern to the French
delegation. There are considerable implications since we are in fact desling
with determining the frontier between air law, based on national sovereignty,
and space law, the major principles of which,defined by the Treaty on outer
space of 1967, are in particular, freedom and non-sppropriation. This is a
compiex problem. The unceasing technological progress and the difficulty of
understanding it lead us to hope that the Legal Sub-Commitiee will continue
to study all these matters, espplying working procedures that have already
stood the test of tine.

A/C.1/32/PV. k2

PKB/alv/mcb
6l-65

(Mr. Scalabre, France)

Vith regard to the remcte sensing of earth's resources, remarkable progress
has been achieved. This guceess is due largely to the method of work followed
which is basically to seek a consensus in order to define and formulate principles

accepted by all rather than to set up a project for immediate discussion.
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Folloving that procedure the legal Sub-Committee was sble to draft six
nev principles dealing with certain methods of hroadeasting information and
data. Doubtless a number of problems still remain to be scived, but the
remarkable spirit of co-operation and compromise constantly shown by delegations
should allow us to take nev steps towards a sclution.

In this regard the distinction drawn by the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee between primary data and analysed information should be studied

by the Committee in the nesr future, With that in mind, the study requested of

the Secreteriat to give a definition of spatial revolution and to determine the
elements of data that might meet particular applications constitutes an
interesting initiative, By the same token, the problems relating to the
compatibility of future systems warrant attention because of the interest
shown by those who use this technology.

Thus, quite justifiably, the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee

attaches great importance to the implementation for the benefit of the developing

countries of the training methods required to allow them to draw maximum advantage’

from such technology within the framework of internationsl co-operabicn.

Finally, it is clear, as the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space
has pointed out, that the work of the two Sub-Committees will be that much more
fruitful if there is co-ordination of their respective activities,

The question of the composition of the Committee itself has now been raised.
As far as we are concerrned, We see no reason to stop countries interested in
outer-space matiers from participating in the work of that Commititee and its
Sub-Committees, since the importance of that work can but increase in the future.
This question must therefore e studied very carefully and with all the
attention it requires. It should not be the subject of a hasty decision.
However, in discussing it we ought not to lose sight of the need to maintain
the conditions that have thus far allowed the Committee to adopt all its
decisions by consensus, ith that idea in mind, my delegation will support
draft resolution A/C.1/%2/L.42, submitted by the Austrian delegation.

In conclusion I wish to greet the menmbers of the Committee on Outer Space

and all countries concerned with its activities and to congratulate them on
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the extremely fruitful co-operation they have shown this yeary, as previously.
May I, finally, thank our Chairman, Mr. Jankowitsch and, through him, his
country, Austria, for his outstanding presentation of the report of the
committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

Mr. VINCI (Italy): My delegation has followed with great interest
the statements made by previous speskers and the stimulating and at times
provocative ideas they have put forward. In presenting our own remarks on
both items 35 and 36 of our agenda I shall not try to compete with those
statements, but I shall attempt at least to maintain the level of interest
they have ralsed,

In the 20 years that have elapsed since Sputnik I first orbited the
garth, in 1957, very great scientific and technological achievements have been
I shall not even attempt to list the major space events that
Suffice it to say that

accomplished.
occurred between Sputnik in 1957 and Viking in 1977.
space research has not only revolutionized science from gezophysics to

astronomy but has alsc provided new technologies which are altering the iives

of 21l peoples throughout the world. I would offer just a few examples.

Tn the field of communications many intercontinental telephone callzs and
all live transoceanic television broadcasts are relayed by satellite.
Ninety-eight nations spanning the entire range of the political spectrum have
joined the worid-wide system operated by +the International Telecommunications
Satellite Consortium (INTETSAT), Communications satellites are also assuming—
an essential role in navigation. Anyone who watches the late-night television

newe sees space technology at work. Pictures of cloud patterns are transmitted

from meteorological satellites which have, in particular, been most effective
in the detection and monitoring of severe storms.

The early advocates of space flight overlooked cartography and earth-
resource surveys in their predictions and planning for the new age. But when
the first astronauts returned with stories of how well they could see the

earth below geologists conceived the idea of the American Landsat series of
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mLoLi-gpactre scanning satellites. By circling the earth several times a day
the saterlites transmit images used in mapping remote regions, in searching
for water in arid lands, in tracing heretofore undetected geologic fault
zcnes and in prosyecting for inerals and other natural resources. This
information has in turn been used to predict yields and to spot dissased
CYOpS.

Other kinds of space technology have found their way luto brain surgery
and cancer treatment, the study of human health, home design and waste dispcsal.
fire prevention, computers ard industrial preceesses.

A1l these space developments and others have created complex and delicate
problems - scientific, technical,legal and organizational. For the solution
of these problems significant and substantial help is provided within the
framework of the United Nations with the great skill and open and constructive
gplrit that has always characierized the work of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space, a body on which Italy has served sirce its foundation.

Allow me at this point to join many other colleagues who have commended
the Chairman of the outer-space Committee, Mr. Jankowitsch of Austria,
and the Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee, Mr. Wyzner of Poland,
for their dedication and untiring efforts in bringing about working solutions
to the many problems confronting them during these past years. Our deep
appreciation goes alsc %o Professor Carver of Austraglia, who has with wisdom
and skill conducted the endeavours of the Scientific and Technical Sub-
Committee. And last but not least I should like to thank kr. Perek, Mr. Murthy

and the memhers of the Cuter Space Divisicon of the Secretariat, who have all

significantly contributed to the success of our work in the outer-space Committee

and its Sub-Committees,

e have taken note of the wish expressed by some Member States non-members
of the Committee, clearly reiterated this morning by the representative of
Ecuador, to participate in the work of the Committee. This interest constitutes
clear recognition of the vital and constructive role played by the outer-space
Committee. Ve te.ieve that the implicit purpose of those States should not be
disccuraged and thrat a 1 Memter States wiliing to contribute their ideas
to the work of the two subsidiary organs of the Committee - that is, the Legal

Sub-Committee and the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee - should be giloved
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o do s0 next year. The gquesiion of the Committee's membership could thus be
éken into consideration in the usual constructive and open spirit by the
'ﬁmmittee itself at its next session, in full awareness of the interest of
hese Member States and the furthesr contribution that each of them,
ecinning with one space Power, can wake to the work of the Committee without
ebracting from its efficiency. ' do nst think thet in 50 doing we would
anecessarily delay a declsion. Having enabled other countries to particirate
ractically at once in the Committee's work,we would be in a better position
o make the right decisions when the time comes.

I should like now briefly to discuss the main subjects dealt with by
he outer space Committee during 1977,

The first of these concerns the draft trealty relabing to the moon.
n particular I should like to refer to the question of the legal régime

pplicable to the natural resources of the moon. Ve are convinced that since

the moon and the other celestizl budies are the common heritage of maniind,

s established by the pertinent treaty vhich has marked an historic turning-
oint in inbternational law, whaltever the result of the use, cccupation or
ossession of those resources, they belong to mankind as & whole. That is why
e have suggested that the natural resources of the moon may be used by anyone
n loco, on the spot, but that they should be subject to eguitable distribution

mong all the teoples of the world when they are wrought to earth.
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Turning now to the question of direct television broadeasting from
satellites, we think that the use of such satellites urgently requires
appropriate regulations vhich would enabls treir communicati nz tectnclogy to be
utilized for increased urlieisterdiiLg among peoples and for the creation
of & common cultural base. A great deal of work has already been done by
the Committee tovards the preparation of a set of rules. We think that the
time is rige ncw for the fulfilment of the mandate that was entrusted to the
Commitiee several years ago, in order to meet general worl@-u~ e expectations,
but especially those of the young people, who are interested in universal
brothevhs, . d and increasingly eager to learn the empirical realities and
intellectual concepts of other regions of the world. To that end Ttaly
reaifirms its conviction that the drafting of legal principles for the
regulation of direct television broadcasting by satellites must be based
on the principle of free dissemination of information and ideas. But freedom
should not mean licence or abuse. Ttalian law, for instance, makes it a
criminal offence to disseminate false or tendentious information.

Another subject vefore the Outer Space Committee is that of the
de_iriteticr. of space, a question that was not taken into considerstion by
the 1967 Outer Space Treaty. Several delegations, including my own, have
already put forward suggestions for approaching the problem of the delimination
of space, But, whatever the results of this s*%udy may be, we find it hard
to imagine how the geo-stationary orbit could be removed from outer space.

I am referring, of course, to the demand of & number of equatorial States

to expand their sovereignty over the gec-stationary band approximately

36,000 Lilcmetres across the surface of the earth. Bub such a major extension
of paticnal space would not only deprive mankind of a broad space zone vitally
necessary to all but also ccnbradict tle prircirle already adcpted “hat

outer space cannot be subject to national appropriation. This does not mean,
of course, that we should not study carefully other arguments such =5 tlose
put forveard this worning in the Commi“tees Ly our collesgue from Ecuador.

T turn now to remote seasing. The Ttalian delegation hopes that the
broad application of these new technologies will continue to bhe encouraged,

especially for the benefit of developing countries. We should be mindful of

/1T AJC.1/32/PV. 02
i 75

(Mr. Vinei, Italy)

the fact that the applicaticn of a restrictive policy in the area of the
éissemination of data might reduce considerably the benefits derived from
;emote sensing activities,
In this respect I should like tc stress that both remcte sensing of
the earth from space and direct television broadcasting from satellites,
especially in the educational field, are promising, peaceful means for raising
he standards of living - both material and cultural -~ of all peoples.
or that reason my delegation notes with satisfaction that the report before
us contains several paragraphs dedicated to the future tasks of the Quter Space
ommittee to assess all the implications of such new techniques and to promote
heir use. To those paragraphs my delegaticn wishes to add a philosophical
onsideration, namely, that in future debates on complex issues, in particiiar
hose related to both remote sensing and broadcasting, the Outer Space Committee
nd its subsidiary bodies should try to minimize the difficuities created by
enturies~old international rules that were shaped for our planet and not for
shat lies beyond it. And they can do so by pursuing with renewed dedication
definition of new international principles of conduct consistent with the
nes embodied in the basic Conveation of 1967, which would achieve berefits for all.
Concerning this vear's omnibus draft resolution, which originates
irectly from recommendations and propesals elaborated by the Cuter Space
omnittee and its subsidiary boedies, my delegation, as an active partner in
he work of those bodies and as a co-sponsor of that draft resolution,
opes that it will be adopted by the Committee. I think that the draft
esolution on the whole refiects rather well what I shall call '"the sense of
his Committee" and that the differences of opinion existing on some of the
oints are not so strong as to prevent the unanimous support of the members.
I should like at thisg point to offer a few remarks on remote sensing
echniques, which, ag has been amply confirmed, seer to be most promising
in a wide range of practical applications.
In Italy, the ground receiviang station at Fucino, near Rome, has already
been fully operating for over a year. This station makes possible the reception
and elaboration of data gathered from the earth's surface by WASA TANDSAT

Batellites. Through its wtilization we have had confirmation, inter alis,
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of the importance of remote sensing techniques. The results were positive

in terns of their practical applications also in the light of the exye’ence
drawn from the two United Nations internatiocnal training courses held in
Fome during the last 12 months, with the contribution of the CGovernment of

Ttaly, for the benefit of developing countries. The Fucino ground station

is entirely Ttelian - planned, equipped and designed by Telespazio -
and hes a wodern computer for the e aboration of data which
might be supplied to users in the form of images or on digital magnetic
tapes, This ground station has brilliantly passed its qualifying tests and now
constituies the focal point of a regional system already in operation,

In order to give further impetus to the dissemination of data furnished
by the Fucino station, an agreement was recently concluded between Telespazio
and the Buropean Space Agency. We in Italy hope that gli the countries of
the region and others as well will be able to make fuller use of these
facilities in order to make available the data received from the LLNDSAT
satellites under the best possible conditions of guality, practical applications
and timeliness, while respecting, of course, currently accepted laws.

The LANDSAT data cannot be applied by themselves but must be integrated
with other data and with the full range of interdisciplinary skills which
imply, as well, the co-cperation of technical experts. The data furnished
by the Fucino station, at the moment in which they reach the hands of the
user, become in fact of practical use only when combined with other data
traced on the ground or, for example, through agroplane surveys.

For wur part we are ready to offer the experience that we have been
acquiring in this field to whoever may ask us for information. We are also
open te propesals for joint studies and to joint participation in all of

those cases that might require innovative developments, whether regulatory

or organizational, for all parties.

We were gratified to contribute to the actualization of the two

international training courses in remote sensing techniques that took place

in Rome at the Food and Agriculture Organization headquarters under the

auspices of the United Nations for the training of experts from developing
countries.
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In both cases the participants were able to visit the Telesgpazio
installations at Fucino and %o engage in practical on-site Field work
under the supervision of Italian experts.

The first course, held in the fall of 1976, was reserved for

experts from member ccuntries of the Econoric Commission for Africa, and

technologies whenever a reguest is made.

The second course, held in the spring of 1977, was reserved for
high-ranking experts from developing countries of various regions for the

purpose of applying the techniques of remote sensing and allowed for further

onfirmation, on the one hand, of the developments in the applicaticns

of these technigues and, on the other, of progress in the organization,

fficiency and interests of the initiative.

Held in Rome, as was the first course, this one dealt with the

_application of remote sensing to surveys of widespread interest and

“high priority, such as prediction of harvest yields, topographical issues,
“agricultural census and so forth.

The report of the United Nations Secretariat contained in document
/AC.105/198 includes extremely favourable evaluations which should

ncourage follow-ups +o this initiative.

It should be noted that in this second course the contribution of

the United Nations Bducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

as added to that of the Ttalian Government, the ¥ood and Agriculture

Tganization and the United Natichs. This represents a broadening of interests

hich we hope Will become ever more widespread,
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. . The STRIC programme is sponsored by the Ttalian Government Research Agency,
My Government ig more than willing to consider how best to contribute at

tonsiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (CNR), acting as contractual authority fer

this time to the third course envisaged for 1978, and it intends thereby to show

ee joint partnerships: one with NASA, which provided the launching vehicle
the greatest sensitivity to the fact that during the second course the number of three Joint partn P * ’ teh provd © -aunching

and all services connected with it, one with the Consorzio Industrie Aereospaziali,

candidates from developing countries far surpassed the, resources available, both

financial and structural, for their sponsorship by FAO mich provided the spacecraft, and one with the Ttalian company Telespazic which
[ 2 +

provided the ground support and ground-receiving stations, complete with

References appearing in the report before us, and in varipus documents issue

faciliti itord ¥ ' that 1 d 1i to thank
by the Secrebariat -~ in particular, document A/AC.lO5/l§h/Add.2 - are a constructi facilities for monitoring and control In that connexion I shoul ike to an

L 5h i ist it ided, and T its unstinted willingness and
contribution at this stage of refinement of the initiative and a contribution of WESA again Tor the assistance 1t provided, and for its v ' e

. . . . ] . . . s . spirit of co-operation in this experiment, as in previcus edierimerts throughout
major importance, if we bear in mind the prospects, inter alia, for diversificatic P ¥ v ! ’

she yesar,
and specialization of future satellites which will be used for land suryveys, fronm; e yes

SIRIC i ti talian., i -board i t
meteorclogy to agriculbtural resources, and from oceancgraphy to geodesy. The SIRTO progremme is entvirely [talian 1ts princlpal on-board experimen

We are alsc pleased to note that the omnibus draft resolution endorses the is designed for the study of the propagation characteristics of radio waves

- t s + d - . - + d .
recommendation to strengthen, sgain within available resources, the role of the ‘transmitted at super high frequences during adverse weather conditions, including

. rain, snow and fog. From its on-station position SIRIO transmits, on an

two remote-sensing centres in Rome and in New York and in that connexion

¥ B - . - d a . [} 1] 3 -
acknowledges the value of the role played Jjointly by my Government, FAC and UNESCO exverimental basis, voice, data and television signals in, the super high

. . . . . . .. frecrvency range Tor regional and intercontinental links.
for the holding in Rome of the United Nations internatbtional training courses I = ¥ 3 = =

. In additicn to experimenting with varicus types of technical transmissicns
mentioned a moment ago.

< cand co ications tests vi tellite, the SIRIC ramme will allow us, to
The concept of establishing permanent international centres for remocte- - man Hon & S8 e ¢ programme v

. . . Cexpand our technical knowledge and exwtertis=s in advanced space technology. In
sensing from satelliites continwes tc be supported by my Government and we are

o . . . - particular the practical adaptation of super high~frequency bands to
most appreciative of the interest and support shown by so many delegations toward

that end.

L telecommunications systems via satellite seems most appropriate at this time,

. since we anticipate having to make use of it in the near future, in view of the
Before concluding, I should like to inform the Commititeg briefly on the

. practicable saturation of the 4 and 6 gigaherz bands now in use. Thig might be
latest developments in the field of Ttalian space activities. T refer in

) . o one of the responses to make on the question of equatorial orbits.
particular to the recent launching of the first Italian experimental communicatio

P .. _ In that way it will be possible to ensure an appropriate future development
satellite, celled 3IRTO. Some liters®ire. togetber with irsnileticons. has Teen ? FREOP

. of satellite communications, vwhich are one of the most promnizing meapns for
circulated by the staff of my Mission. It should not be taken to be some sort of

. . g . economic and social development, especially for developing countries. In that
advertising operation; its purpnse iz to make nlear at once vwhat tre 3IRIO

- realization, Itelian industry has demonstrated its capacity to confront a whole
opersticn weans,

. . - . . range of technical problems invelved in advanced space technology - specificall
The SIRIC ssatellite res successfully leaunched frowm Cape Kennedy on 8 B x S P S 2

in thi in th tellite communicati field; it be recalled that the
25 August 1077 by & NASA Thor Delta vehicle and injected into the geogtationary L8 case, Ih the sa +UE commualcations tie b ey © v

Consorzio Indusirie Aereospaziali includes all the major ITtalian industries in
that field,

orbit by an Ttalian-wade solid rropellant apogee boost motor,
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The SIRIO satellite is now operating perfectly in orbit. Qualification [RTY-SECOND SESSION at 10,30 a.m,

tests were satisfacitorily completed and television, voice, and data links hawe Oﬁdalfhwonk* New York
been successfully attempted by SIRIO with very encouraging results, e

On the basis of those conclusions, we may confirm ouvr full willingness, in ° VERBATIM RECORD OF THE 4lst MEETING

field of television, voice and data telecommunications ‘ Chairman: Mr. BOATEN (Ghana)
proposals for joint participation and collaboration which would permit at an ‘
early date the most widespread use of these systems for the benefit of all CONTENTS

tries. Th + ist of th t i bit, that is, the satellit
FommeReT o8¢ systems comeist © © Segment in OXDLL, Theb e, BRE ZNDA TTEM 35: INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION IN THE PEACEFUL USES OF QUTER SPACE: XREPORT :
snd the segments on the ground, that is, the whole range of recelving-statious, F THE COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (conbinued) j

from televthone networks to ingtallations for the reception and transmission of
? " ’ P - GENDA ITEM 56: TREPARATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL, CONVENTION ON PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE

data &as well as for their elaboration. That is because we view satellite BE BY STATES OF ARTTFICTAL EARTH SATELLITES FCR DIRECT TRILEVISION BROADCASTING:
communications as an integrated and harmonious complex of activities, as in the REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (continued)

case of satellites for natursl resources, which would sllow for the fullest use %

of the possibilities opened up by these technological advances. i
T should like to conclude this general statement by recalling that this yea

marks the tenth anniversary of the 1967 Treaty on Outer Spaceg, one of the main

sucecesses - if not the mein suceess - so Tar achieved by the Comxdthee,  The

Treaty. in fact represents the Magna Carta ol space law.
The Outer %Space Treaty'!s emphazis on irteruational co-operation in

space-related programnes as the fundamental objective of the comaunity of nationg

remains as bright a beacon for the future as it has been for the past ten years.

Tts establishment of = régime characterized by openness and non-appropriation,
the guarantee of freedom for every nation to explore and use space without

discrimination, the requirement that scientific information be exchanged freely

and continuously and the expressed goal that space activities be carried on for
the benefit of all mankind rather than for selfish purposes represgnt an
encouragement for the future as well as an achievement of the past.

As I said in different words when the final text was agreed upon, we should
wish tc see, not too late, those same principles brought down to earth and adapte

=
t0o the 1life of mankind inside our own common and unigue spaceship. |

The meeting rose at 1.350 p.nm.

* This record is subject to carrection. Corrections should be incorporizled in a copy of Distr. GENERAL
“the record and shouid be sent within one week of the date of publication to the Chief, A/C.l/52/PV. L1
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Corrections will be issued shortly after the end of the session, in a separate fascicle for
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