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The meeting was called to order at 3.40 p.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 35 AND 36 (continued)

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION IN THE FEACEFUL USES OF CUTER SPACE: EKEPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON THZ FBACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (A/32/20; A/C.1/32/L.39)
FREPARATION OF AN INTERNATIONAT, CONVENTZON ON PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE USE
BY STATES OF ARTIFICIAL EARTH SATRLLITES FOR DIRECT TEIEVISION BROADCASTTNG:
REPORT OF THE COMMITIEE ON THE FEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (4/32/20;
A/C.1/32/1.39 and Corr.1, A/C.1/32/L.42 and T..43)

Mr. SCHEFFERS (Netherlanas): Although not a member, the Netherland

follows closely the work of the Commitiee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space
and its two Sub-Committees. Our interest springs not only from the
increased importance of the guestions dealt with in that Committee but also
from the fact that the Netherlands is directly involved in space research
and the application of space technology. The involvement of the Netherlands
in those fields is rooted in a long tradition in such disciplines as
astronomy, radio astronomy, physics, electronics and aeronautics.

The careful selection of projects made it possible for the Netherlands
space research effort to progress successfully. The Netherlands experience

in space matiers wes alsc a decisive factor when the Eurorean Space Research
B E

Organizaticn, now transformed intc the Buropean Space Agency, in the early 1960

selected Noordwijk, the Netherlands, for the establishment of the European Spac

Research and Technology Centre, its main centre. The vicinity of this

centre was in turn beneficial for Dutch space research groups as well as

various other related institutions such as the National Aerospace Laboratory.
The develcpments I have just ocubtlined culminated in success for the

first Netheriands space project.

. A
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(Mr. Scheffers, Netherlands)

The Asirorncmicel Ketherlands Sa%teillle (ANS) was the first satellite conpletely
veloped and built in the Netherlands, including two of its three sclentific
iperiments. On earlier cccasions scientific experiments developed in the
;fherlands had been flown in various United States and Eurcpeen-tullt
stellites, the first time in March 1968. In.addition, Netherlands
sientific experiments were flown in sounding rockets and balloons.

The Netherlands also has a long tradition in the field of geophysics
nd geodesy. This, also as a result of the International Geophysical Year,

s contributed to the extension of satellite geodesy.

As a result of the success with the ASuaonnmlca1 Ketherlands Satellite,
he Netherlands Government last year decided to develop & new satellite -

Eg Infra-Red Astrcnemical Satellite (IRAS) -~ with the objective. of mapping
nfra—red sources in the uwniverse.

Apart from this national space programme, the Wetherlands, as a member
f the Furopean Space Agency, also participates in many interesting space
rojects which are conducted in the framework of the European Space Agency,
uch as SPACELAB, the Ariane launcher progrewme snd telecommunication projects.
ie Netherlends attaches particularly great importance to co-operation'wityin
he framework of the Buropean Space Agency.

. I should like now to make some observations on the issues that are dealt

1th in the Outer Space Committee. As to the issue of remote sensing of the

arth from space, it is my Government's view that intensive international
o-operation - globally as well as regionally - offers the best prospects for
eriving maximum benefits from remote sensing technology. It is gratifying
ndeed that this view is also reflected in the work of the Outer Space Committee.

t is of the greatest importance that the developing countries be offered the

rovisions. Tt is our view that the United Nations has an importent co-ordinating
nd stimulating role in this fleld.
My Government noted with satisfaction the view of the Scientific and

schnical Sub-Committee in paragraph 41 of document 4/22,1C57195 that there

5 no scientific or technical vasis for sensed Sistes not having timely and
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(Mc. Scheffers, Netherlands)

non-discriminatory access to Gata concerning its territory. I is therefore
right that this view should have been reflected in principle XTI drafted by
the Legal Sub-Committee (A/AC.105/196, annex ITI). This principle is in
conformity with our view that it is desirable that remote sensirng data should
be made public and accessible as much -as possible. In order to contribute
te maximum accessibiiity for developing countries, the Netherlands Tnstitute
for Aerial Survey and Earth Sciences, which has already trained in
past decades many students from Africa, Asia and Latin Americe in aerial
survey, now also gives particular attention to training in the handling of
remote sensing data,

With respect to the second big issue in the Outer Space Committee -
direct television broadcasting by means of satellites - my Government welcomes
the agreement reached so far in the Outer Space Committee on the prineiples
governing the use of satellites for direct television broadcasting (A/32/20, aanex
However, my Government has serious objections with regard to the lagt three
principles drafted by the Committee. Tn this connexion I should like
to recall that at the World Administrative Radio Conference for the plancning
of satellite broadcasting, held in Geneva in January and February this year,
satellite positions in geostationary orbits and freguency bands have been
allocated for most parts of the world. As a result of this Conference, the
most controversial problem in the discussions in the Outer Space Committee has,
in our view, almost lost its practical meaning, that is, the question whether
consent of a State is necessary for broadeasts directed at the territory of that
State. Such broadcasts are not possible any more without violating the rules of
the International Telecommunication Union ( ITU).

My Government therefore doubts whether it is necessary to draft a principle
on agreement and consultation between States. However, if it is widely felt
thet we should draft such a principle, which for the greater part should be of
a theoretical nature, the starting-point for the Netherlands will be the prianciple
of the free flow of information without regard to national boundaries. Any
regulation in the field of direct television broadcasting by means of satellites
shouid be only of an exceptional character., A general requisite of prior consent

of the receiving State is, in our opinion, not acceptable. In our view,

/2 A/C.l/gz/PV.k3

(Mr, Scheffers, Netherlands)

strictions such as the obligation of consultation with a receiving State
ould tear only upon broadcasts specifically directed at other States.

1o such restrictions should apply with-respect to technically uwnavoidable
i1i~cver of national broadcasts.

Tn the light of the foregoing, the Netherlands considers that the prianciple

ncerning uniewful and inadmissible broadcasts undesirable. This holids alsgo

r the principle on programme content. Such a principle is unacceptable to

e N=theriands both in regard to breedcasts to its owan terwitory and in regard
to broadcasts directed at other States. TIn the latter case, such a omineiple

superfluous, in view of the actual limitations of that kind of troadcasts
ander the rules of the Thternational Telecommunication Union. 1T should also
iike to note that 1t would hardly be possible to implement the priaciples
on programme content and unlewful and inadmissible broadcasts because of the
absence of principles drafted by the Outer Space Committee on the mandatory
settlement of disputes,
4 The last issue that I should 1like to dwell upon is that of definition and/or
delimitation of outer space. My Government doubts whether it is useful to aim at a
ferritorial delimitation of outer space from national air space. In our view,
a division into a national and an international area does not present a solutica
for an adequate arrangement of interests going beyond national boundaries.

My delegation believes that it would therefore be better to opt for a
functional approach. Nobody will, for example, deny that a satellite in earth
orbit is subjected to space law and that aeroplanes and balloons are subjected
to national law. For new acbivities where it g nct sc evident whether “hey
are carried out in air space or in outer space, like the space shuttle, further
rules could be elaborated complementary to general principles of internati-al
law ccreerning the conduct of States, such as the United Nations Charter.

The final observation that T should like to make concerns the enlargement
of the Outer Spece Committee. Although my delegation shares the view,
as expressed in draft resolution A/C.1/32/L.L3, that the enlargement of the N
Outer Space Committee is warranted in view of its slightly unbalanced composition
at present, we feel that the OQuter Space Committee should first be given the
opportunity to examine ways and means for wider participation in its work. My

: 2
delegation therefore supports the Austrian draft resolution (4/C.1/32/L.L2)

-
to that end.
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Ms, 2 ia )
HOLZER (Austria): Twenty years have passed since mankind tock

its first bold step into outer space with the launching of Sputnik

Nume 1
rous and not less spectacular ventures followed extending the boundaries
of human activity to an area hitherto the domain of imagination and

spe . .
peculation both in the popular and the sclentific sense. Wo one can deny

toda i
v that the exploration and use of outer space, the development of +h
‘ e

.&.eh .
technology involved and the application of such technology in wany

othe il i
r fields have been the single rmost innovative force over the past two

4

ubli
public about the usefulness of such endeavours in relation to the expen
and effort that they require, B o
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(Ms. Holzer, Austria)

n view of the actual and potential benefits involved we feel that the ansver

EMSt continue to be in the affirmative. Not only has our still modest though

nereasing knowledge about the Ffunctioning of the universe opened new insights
'5tentially significant for our future and survival on earth, but there is
'iready a well-developed and large body of scientific know-how, the direct or
pdirect result of space activities, which iéﬁbeing applied to alleviating
and solving problems, particularly cof a global nature. Space technology,
1ike no other, has revolutionized communication, so vital in an increasingly
interdependent world, with its possible use in the field of education and
development. It has introduced methods of surveillance and assessment of the
resources and the environment of earth, thus improving our capacity to explore
conditions essential for our survival. The sceptics of men's venture into
outer space, therefore, would appear to have a weak case. The conguest of
cuter space remains unabated. From the very inception the essentially
international element in this particular activity has been recognilzed.

Tt is to be noted with great satisfaction that national competition, or
even antagonisms,have on the whole not accompanied man's steps beyond the
limits of space. There has been, from the very beginning, a clear perception
of the need to co-operate in such tremendous tasks and o share in the
results. The United Nations was chosen as the appropriate forum through which
to channel such co-operation. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter
Space, which held its twentieth anniversary session a few months ago in
Vienna, continues to provide the focal point. It has been instrumental in
the elaboration of the fundamental legal principles governing space activities,
such as those incorporated in the Outer Space Treaty of 1967, the tenth
anniversary of which we are now celebrating. Tt has played a vital role in
the scientific assessment of space-related technology and its practical
application and in the promotion of co-operative endeavours. Last but not
least, it has contributed to the arowing awareness of peoples and nations of
the potential benefits of space research and technology for all, whatever
their level of development, and encouraged well-nigh global participation

in the manifold space-related activities. Finally, it continues to bear 2
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(Ms. Holzer, Austria)

special responsibllify in having to keep abreast with rapidly evolving
technology and its political, legal, scientific and economic as well as
organizational implications,

The Committee and its two sub-committees have, from the very start,
operated on the principle of consensus. That has served greatly to ensure the
effectiveness of its decisions and has provided a guarantee for every viewpoint
to be heard and duly taken into account. It has Ffostered a spirit of
conciliation and co-operation typical and, indeed, essential for the success
of our efforts.

Among the subjects currently under discussion in the OQuter Space Committee
and its twvo sub-committees, the Austrian delegation would like briefly to
outline its basic position on the following matters. Remote sensing of the
earth from space poses a number of practical, organizational and
Iogelers TLGic2L euestions.  Angtriz feels bthet incressed albention stonld
be paid to co-ordinating efforts, particularly in the light of the likelihood
that more than one operational system will develop. Further efforss are
recquired to -rauuwve tiuly world-wide participation in the benefits of this
technelogy, Any legal framework eventually to be devised should promcte
instead of restrict the extension of such benefits to all while paylng due
regard to concerns emsnating from the concept of national sovereignty over
national resources. A formula balancing these goals must be searched for in
sincerity.

As regards the set of principles on direct television broadcasiing via
satellites, we welcome the fresh start taken this year by working on a
tentative principle on “consultation and agreements" which, if final
agreement can be achieved, should in the view of this delegation eliminate
the need for & number of other texts previously worked upon. Decisions taken
on an organizational-technical level point at the direction our work should
reasonably take in this context.

Another matter discussed during this year relates to the need for and
usefulness of convening a second Unit ed Nations conference on outer spsce
matters. My delegation favours such a conference as it would provide an

opportunity to assess the progress made and “ndicab: the Lriviary Aress

A/C.1/32/PV.L3
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(Ms. Holzer, Austria)

£ future common efforts, an opportunity which is not likely to be afforded to

+ i
h same extent by any other international gathe:t'lng such as the United Nations
e

nference on Science and Pechnology for Development. Austria will therefore !
0

“ctively co~operate in the work of the group to be set up by the Scientific

and Technical Sub-Committee at its next meeting.

Mr. ARTEAGA ACOSTA (Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish): Twenty

years ago, at the very time of the launching of the space age, the United Nations
undertook the task of channeliling, for the benefit of all mankind, the nume%ous
achievements promised by the flourishing space activities. As the exploration

of space became more and more ambitious and nrew horizons were openeé up, and

its use began to generate specific results for the economic and social progress
Qf all peoples, the legal and organizational bases which were to shape space law

vere gradually being laid down.

We take pleasure in noting the considerable progress achieved at the
tyentieth session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of OQuter Space this y?ar,
in the definition and regulation of the complex and novel situations which, like
a constant challenge, have been posed by the continuing growth and improvement
of space technology. No less significant than the achievements in the space
field, whose repetition will of course gradually convert it into part of our
'common heritage, were the legal instruments and specific programmes agreed
upon to promote economic co~operation in this field.

Tn the whole process of constructing a new body of rules and principles,

pride of place belongs to the Treaty, whose tenth ammiversary we are now celebrating,
on the Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use
of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other {elestial Bodies.

In 1977, a year of anniversaries in the realm of space endeavours, the
Committee on Outer Space has been able to undertake work in keeping with the rate of
progress which, to a greater or lesser extent, has marked its proceedings over the
years. Important questions relating to the legal and political implications Qf.the
use of certain satellites still remain unresolved. However, the differences which
are holding up agreement on particularly controversial points should be viewed as
part of the natural process of the reconciliation by means of negotiation of

. . N ‘i
divergent and often extreme opinions, with a view to achieving an understanding

satisfactory for all.
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In view of. the complexity of the subjects under examination, it is
commendable that the agreements reached by the Suter Syace Committee on
various questions have been achieved within é reasonable tericd of +time.

Even more important, the decisions of the Committee have been achieved on the
basis of consensus. It is to be hoped that the Committee will be able to
resolve the problems which it has on its agenda and also those which will

have %o be exemired in Fubure, in the sare-s1irit of accommodation and flexibili
vhich have guided its work so far,

The position of Venezuela on variéus items dealt with in the report of
the Committee has been set forth at the meetings of the two sub-committees.
However, we would like to take this 5pportunity t0 stress a few points,

As it emerges from the report of the Committee with regard to the
vork of the Legal Sub-Committee, the work on principles to govern activities
by States in direct television broadcasting satellites has been the subject
of intensive negotiations which have succeeded in narrowing down differences
of view. This has been made possible largely because of the formulation
of the principle relating to consultation. and agreements which, in our
view, 1s a step in the right direction. On the basis of this principle,
we hope that it will be possible to reach a, compromise and bring about
general agreement on this important subject.

With regard to the legal consequences of remote sensing of earth from
space, it is encouraging that the Legal Sub-Committee has prepared various
draft principles and has, identified various common elements in & subject so
complex and important. The position of Venezuelag on these matters, as
I said, has been set forth on a number of occasions. However, we would
like to repeat our whole-hearted support for one of the proposals made in
the relevant proceedings of the Sub-Committee to the effect that there should
be respect for the principle of permanent sovereignty of all States over

their natural wealth and resources, as well as their inalienable right %o

dispose of such resources ard of the informatiocn relating thereto.

yp/ it /v A/C.l/i?/PV.hB

(Mr. Arteaga Acosta, Venezuela)

With regerd to the draft treaty on the moon, we note once again that,
n spite of the efforts which have beén made and the profusion of proposals,
he necessary conditions have not been created for the achjievement of an
nderstanding with regard to the legal status of the moon and its natural
egources. Nevertheless, the relevant debétés have revealed that there is
n overwhelming view in favour of deciéring such resources to be the common
eritage of mankind. This would be in keeping with the principles of Justice,
/hich should serve as a basis for genuine igtgrnational co-operetion in space.
Among other things, the Scientific andlféchnieal Sub-~-Committee will
e considering at its next cession dquestions relzting to the convening of
. possible United Nations conference on outer space. The delegation of
enezuela supports the idea of holding a second United Nations conference
devoted to&éuter épace matters. The conference on science and technology
o be held in 1979 will deal with some aspects relating to the subject of outer

space. However, because of the quantity, variety and complexity of the

?matters to be dealt with by this Conference, gquestions of outer space cannot
Rbe given the same attention which they would receive if they were to be

“considered at a conference devoted exclusively to them. Furthermore, the

brezthtaking advances in space technology and its extreme importance amply

. justify the convening of a second United Nations conference on outer space.
E'-We believe that in order %o make the most of the results of a conference on
. science and technology for development, the conference on outer space could

- be held perhaps in 1980 or 1981, and one of its primary objectives would be

that of consolidating even further the bases for genuine international

:co-operation in this field, so as to make it easier for developing countries

t0 benefit more systematically from the adventages of space technology.
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As stated in paragraph T2 of the report, the Commitiee decided to
reguest the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee tc examine next year
the physical nature and technical attributes of the geostationary orbit.
We believe that this is a good decision as a fivst step engbling the
Comnittee to go imto the various implicaticns of the use of the
geogtationary orbit.

Matters relatad to suter space ere assuming irereasing lmportancs

as the applicaticns of space technology btecome more sophisticated and

diversified. It is obvious, therefore, that there is growing interest on

the part of many third world countries in guesiions of outer space,
because they are anxious not only to benefit from its applications but also

to contribute to, the fermuvlaticn of the various rules which will govern

these acilvities. The desive exnressed by a nunber of delegations

to participatz directly in the work of the Outer Space Commititee

seenl o us well-founded and legitimate. Por these reasons, the

delegation of Venezuela is ready to support the initiative of a greup

of Latin American countries to expand the membership of the Committee.

Mr. ROMULO (Philippines): Ve are gratified by the hopeful report of
the Commitiee on the Peacelful Uses of Outer Space which is before us.

documentation which reaches us, This i1s one of the most important documents Tt i
apparent that some notable progress has been made on one of the two arveas given
priority concern during the past year, specifically that of principles

to guide the uses of direct broadcast television. The Legal Sub-Committee

has managed to delineate an area which lies between the extremes of

"prior consent"” and laissez-faire broadcasting by enunciating e principle

of "consultation and agreements between States". It is quite clear that the

purity of neither sbsolute position can be maintained if we are tc secure

an agreement, and it is just as clear that, in the absence of an agreement,

an untempered "war of words"” to no one's advantage is sure to ensue.

We |

have studied it carefully because we believe that of the enorwous volume of ég'

/it AJC.L/%R/PV .43
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(Mr. Romulo, Philippines)

Tt is earnestly to be hoped that the two major protagonists will, in
ne near future, come to feel that the'advantages of a reascnable compromise
ar outwelgh the-advantages of absoclute principles which they will De
able to apply absolutely. The mervelous advantages for education, for
nformational sharing, for growth of understanding among peoples Tor
eace, and for mutual enrichment by the unique cultures of all Btates which
ye implicit in the advent of expanded satellite television, are teo
ignificant to be allowed to lie dorment for any considerable time. If
greement is long, delayed, circumstances will overrun us, as they have SO

B

ften in the past.
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A second area of major contention remains that of sharing the resources
of the moon or, much more remotely, of other celestial bodies. We continue
to be convinced that there exists no reasonable alternative to declaring
the resources of the moon or of any other celestial body that may be
exploited the "common heritage of mankind". In the light of the fact that

this principle has already become fundamental to consideration of the

question of the rescurces of the sea-bed, it is the more surprising that
it has not by now enjoyed unanimous endorsement as applied tc the moon,
with regard to which mining operations are considerably more remote and
with regard to which national rivalries should be considerably less acute.
e note that in the last analysis the Declaration guiding the iaw of the

sea Conference was adopted with 11 abstentions, and we cannot but find it

likely that in the last enalysis members would agaln wish, after a reascnable
period has elapsed, to move ahead on the basis of a positive decision, once
again adopting the valuable and equitable principle of "the common heritage
of mankind".

I do not believe anyone will consider it unreasonable to suggest that

mankind's appreoach to possible use of resources from beyond our own planet

ghould be on an agreed international basis with benefit redounding to all

on a just and equitable basis. It is always concelvable that we may face
unprecedented and unimagined dangers from beyond our own planet, but for the
foreseeable future our greatest dangers are clearly from the manner in which
we approach matters of mutual concern. Venbtures into space which go beyond
exploration can conly be properly conceived from within a framework of
international agreement and decision baking. It is difficult to concelve

of two, three or five rival grcoups of common origin visiting the eavch and
immediately seting up competing camps. Any such adventure would be looked
upon by us as peculiar and self-defeating. We should certainiy see our own
ventures in the same light. Substantial activities beyond the perimeters

of the earth should be assured in advance of the unanimous consent and support

of the earth's peoples.

WR/ gmm Afc.1/32/e7. 43
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The remote sensing of resources by satellites equipped for the
purpose continues to attract great-interest. It 1s evident that here
again is an area where a balance will have to be struck between the
concept of non-interference in the intermal affairs of States and that of
unlimited surveillance by instruments of ‘any particular State or States.
Unlimited national sovereignty is a myth, in the age in vhich we live,
for all States. No State is beyond the responsibility of self-restraint,
nor can it consider itself to be immune to reasonable restraints
internationally agreed upon.

e are particularly pleased by the continuing progress in the tropical
cyclone abatement project of the World Meteorological Organization.
The Philippines is in the heart of a cyclcne belt, and from
our own experience we have the profoundest sympathy, which I express now
on behalf of my CGovermnment and people, for the communities of India where a
cyclone has recently taken such a terrible toll. Indie indeed has our
profound sympathy. We are hopeful that further progress will soon result
in a capacity to medify substantielly or redirect such storms when they
occur.

Subject to further review, my Covernment tentatively supports the
notion of convening a new United Nations conference on outer space, as
long as it does not interfere with previously planned conferences and as
long as it is tired to benefit from the results of relevant planned
meetings. We do so from the growing conviction that the community of nations,
through the United Nations, must move into a more commanding relationship
to the burgeoning space activity we note all about us. Continuocus
communication, consultation and co-ordinatinn are the least that is reguired
with regard to outer space activities of all kinds. The need for providing
an important role for the United Nations in encouraging corpatibility of
the technical features of operationazl sensing systems, as well as their

complementarity in terms of capabilities and roles, has been cmphasized

in the Committee's excellent report.

.
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In addition, I venture to suggest that an urgent item for such a
conference, i¥ it is to be held, would be the question of whether or not
the United Wations should develop a silgnificant capacity for the rationalizati
of outer space programmes in addition to a greatly enhanced information
capability. If the United Nations:is not to be outstripped by history, it
is by no means toco early to begin é careful review of the functional role
of the United Nations in outer space affairs.

A planetary body with functional responsibilities in the field is
urgently needed. One most useful outcome of an outer space conference,
therefore, would be an international decision on the nature and form of
such a United Nations body.

ile cannot help noting the injection into our discussions of new and
interesting, if exotic, subjects. I am referring to the fascinating note
by the Secrebariat on messages to and from extraterrestrial civilizations,
surnarizing the current work in the field, and gquoting the message of the
Secretary-General placed abroad the Voyager spacecraft. The contact with
off-planet intelligences has been for scme time now a matter of serious
scientific concern, and it is increasingly the focus of substantial
investment of time and resources. It will be important for the United Nations
to maintain close liaison with qualified projects in this and in related
fields, as serving the best interests of global humaniiy as a whole.

I am not one who feels that only exterior threats or promises can unite
mankind. At the same time, it is my strong conviction that it is
inappropriate, short-sighted and self-defeating for nations to seek anything
other than mutual and shared advantage in any new adventures upon which we
may embark. Any outer space areas of interest should be automatically
considered for international jurisdiction; and establishing international
jurisdiction in fields not yet torn by natioral rivalry not only way be an
important step in itself but it may, as well, serve to point the way to modify
or to bury more earthly rivalries when approached from within a broader
context of mutwal advantage. 1 appeal for the exorcism of anarchy in our
relations on the frontiers of space as an objective of the greatest importance
in itself and also as a meansg of developing new joint approasches o an

international legal order capable of supplanting anarchy here among us cn the

earth as well.

A/C.1/32/Fv. 03
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(Mr. Romulo, Philippines)

T cannot conclude without adding my congratulations to those of others
in praise of the remarkable strides taken during the year by several Member

governments in the exploration of space and in preparation of new phases

for programmes of development of nearby space +o serve humen needs. These

pigh achievements, if informed by principies of mubuality and equity, will

indeed prove to be of great benefit to humanity. e anticipate a fruitful

&ear for the Outer Space Committee under the direction of its able Chairman,

Mr. Jankowitsch of pustria, and loock forward to its next report. We must

also commend the Chalrman of the Legal Sub-Committee, Mr. llyzner of Poland,

and credit has to be given to Mr. Carver of Australia for the work achieved

by the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. Ve hope that 1in the

proceedings of those bodies the members will continue to be guided by the

true sense of awe t+hat their task evokes. \

U
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I should like first %o express our feeling of gratitude to

the Government of the Republic of Austiris for the excellent organization

of the “wen%ieth erniversery session of the Commis

Cuter Space which was held this summer in Vienna, in the view of my

delegation, that session was a new and important contribution to the
efforts which are being made to strengthen the role of the Commitiee
as a centre of eo-ordination of activities which would expand and
broaden international co~operation in the field of the resceful exploration
and use cf cuter space,

Twenty years have elapsed since the first socialist State in the

world launched the first man-made earth satellite, the first Sputnik,

which marked the beginning of the space era. That event was s remarkable

achlevement accomplished by Soviet science and technology which opened
the way towsrds the conguest of space for the benefit of mankind,

The significance of the anniversary we are observing this year is
the greater gince it coincides with the sixtieth anniversary of the

Great Socialist Revolution of October, an event which, as was pointed
out by Comrade Todor Zhivkov, President of the State Council of Bulgaria

"ras opened a new era in the life of mankind and has inaugurated the

arrival of the greatest Srarsforma“ions in history in the economie,

political and social fields,"

In the course of the 20 years since that memorable date many eventsg
have been inscribed in the annsls of the conquest of space, such as the
Tirst flight of Yuri Gagarin, the landing on the moon of American
astronauts, zrd “he launching of interplanetary stetions and of guided: space
laboratories. The joint Apollo-Soyuz mission was a striking example of
the enormous possibilities which internationzl peaceful co-operaticn has
opened to States in the field of space exploration.

tee onr the Pezceful Uses of:

A/C.1/32/PV.43
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(Mr. Kostov, Bulgaria)

The Bulgarian delegation wznts €o express its sal:isfact?on
that in the course of recent years co-operation am:ng soclallsz -
countries within the framework of the "Tntercosmos progr?mme ?s e
developing succesfully. The contribution made by Bu%gar%an.sclen
in the exploration of space may have been modest but it is 1n n?dfazble
negligible. In tlat regard, they had at their disposal the conzl zrr N
possinilities which socialist integration has opened to t?em. s fa )
we are concerned, there is no doubt that the small countries, too, ca
contribute to the efforts in the exploration of space.

fg is well known last year the socislist countries signed an -
sgreement aimed at broadening their co-operation in élmost allithe iiz
of space science and technology. An agreement was‘51g?ed3??%iizggi N
the participation of nationals of socialis? couétrles‘ln "*li;b
gpace ships and space stations of the Soviet Union. Und?r f:; .
provisions of that cgreement, it wili e possivle for Bulgerian cCiLtl
to take part in space flights. W= are copvinced that such -
flights will contribute ta the further development o? our space sc
end enrich our experience and our knowledge in this f?eld. .

This year will also be the year of the tenth an?1versary z? _tjes
coming into force of the Treaty on Principles Governl?g the.Ac ;Z: -
of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,.lncluélng o
and other Celestial. Bedies. The anniversary resolution which :zs aedop
by the Committee 1n that context fully confirms the need and : e
considerable significance of that Treaty for the development o )
international co-operation in the peaceful exploration ?nd ?se o e
outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies,and i.szt,
the development of international law in this sphere ?f human activity.
Tt is undeniable that this Treaty has played and continues to plaz an
pogitive role for the progressive development of space léw founi? n:
the application of the purposes and principles of the Unlted-Na 1;
Charter. Tre Treaty has served as a basis Tor the preparatlzzeonqcue
important international instrurents such as the Agreement on e

Ob jects
of Astropuuts. the Return of Astronaute and the Return of je
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Laurched into Cuter Space, the Convention on Internatinnal Liability for
Damege Caused by Space vbjects and-the Convention on the Registration
of Objects Launched in OQuter Space. The Treaty represents and will continue?
to be a source of law and even of ingpiration for the work of this
Committee. Tha® 1s why our delegation feels that particular importance
should be ettached to the first paragraph of the operative part of draft
resolution A/C.1/32/1..39 and Corr.l where the Agsembly invites all States which
are not yebt parties to the Treety to ratify the Treaty and to adhere to it
as soon as possible.

Before I explain the point of view of my delegation on certain
suhstantive points relating to the work of this Committee, T want to
express our thanks to its Chairman, Mr, Jankowitsch, for the
very competent and detailed presentation of the report of the last
session of the Commitiee and of its subsidiary organs. I take this
opportunity to congratulate the Chairmen of the two Sub-Committees
for the excellent way in which they have discharged their tasks. It is
with particular satisfaction that I should like to take note of the

resolution of the Legal Sub-committee which pays a tribute to the wmerits
of Mr., Wyzner on the tenth ammiversary of his having assumed the chairianship o
that body, and in pavticular to his considerable persoral contribution
to the work of the Committee,

The Bulgarian delegation attaches considerable importance to the
preparation of the workihg out of principles which will govern the use
by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasts.
Our position on this matter has been clearly stated on several occasiosns
in the First Committee and also in the Commitiee on the Peaceful
Uses of Quter Space. It is with sabisfaction thet we see that the Tegal
Sub-committee and its working group have wmchieved considerable progress in
their work in that field. The tangible results of their efforts are reflected
more specifically in arnex IV to the “eport (4/32/20), "Draft preartle", and
amnex V, "Consultation and agreements tetween States", At the same tine,
arrex VIT gives us a far more complete picture of the results achieved so far

in the preparation.of the principles on direct television troadeasts.

Afc.i/32/BV 43
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0f course, our delegation does not want either to simplify or underestimate
the difficulties which still have to be overcome in order to reach agreement,
“on all the juestions which are related to the working cut of the final draft.
ibn the other hand, we are deeply convinced that to resolve the difficulties
;on the various points it is important to realize that the solution should be
sought axd can be found only on the basis of principles of contemporary
'international law which are universally recognized and, more specifically, in
ifull conformity with the principle of the sovereignty of States and the
principle of non-interference in their domestic affairs.

Hence, it is in the hope that the States members of the Sub-Committee
will continue to manifest their goodwill and their eagerness to continue their
>co—opération in this field that my delegation entirely shares the view expressed
by certain delegations, namely, that the Legal Sub-Committee should co?#inue |
its efforts and give priority to this question in order to bring to a concluston
the elaboration of the principles which would govern the use by States of
“artificial satellites for direct television broadecasts.

Turning now to the draft treaty on the moon it seems to me timely to state
‘that we regret very much the fact that this time agein the efforts which were
aimed at finding a compromise solution of the remaining questions have not yet
led to a successful conclusion. In fact there is only one egsential problem,
and that is the problem of the natural resources of the moon. My delegation
continues to be comvinced that the inclusion of the concept of "the common
heritage of menkind" in the text of the draft of, the treaty would create far
more problems than it would be supposed to scolve.

At the sixteenth session of the Legal Sub-Committee, and then later at the

twentieth session, several delegations suggested that the question of the legal

status of the natural resources of the moon should, be regulated by s non-mandatory

protocol which could be annexed to the moon treaty. Without excluding the
possibility of reaching an agreement on the basis of certain vproposals which
vere made at the preceding sessions of the Committee, we are of the view that
this proposal deserves special attention. Desirous that the problem of the
status of the natural resources of the moon may be solved in the very near
future, my delegation would like to recall that in order to achieve this it is

necessary to show more goodwill and more realism.
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My delegation would like also to: note with satisfaction that the discussio
of the various aspects of remote sensing of the earth from space has continued,
not without success, both in the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and als

in the Legal Sub-Committee. Tn our view the Scientific and Technical Sub-Commi

as recommended by the Committee at its eighteenth and nineteenth sessions, Tf
should be stressed especially, that very serious efforts were made to work out a
definition of the term "data". Tn that regard we support the recommendstion of
the Committee in Paragraph 39 of its report (A/32/20), namely,

"that the Legal Sub-Committee should adopt the terms primary data and

analysed information, on the basis of the definitions developed by the

Scientific and Technical, Sub-Committee, and should bear in mind those

definitions in its work".

With regard to the continuation of the corsideration of the legal incidences
of remote sensing by satellites, we believe the Legal Sub-Committee has made
considerable progress in its work by formulating the texts of six new draft
principles. Without underestimating the difficulties, it is gratifying to note
that the approach adopted by the Sub-Committee for carrying out its task, in
rarticular concerning the method of work based on pinpointing the elements of
common agreement, deserves our full support. We believe that the Legal
Sub-Committee should continue to consider as a matter of priority the legal
implications of remote sensing by satellite in order to formulate principles
in that regard.

My delegation also wants to say a few, words on the possible holding of a
United Nations conference on space matters. TIn principle we have no obJection
to the convening of such a conference. However, we feel that it would be
appropriate that this question be examinéd in depth so as to establish that the
conference will indeed be useful, and also to determine its scope and its
firancial impiications.

It seems to us wise that the final decision on this proposal should be taken

with due regard to the, results of the work of the United Nations Conference on

Seience and Technology. We hope that the working group which was set up to that

d/vr A C.l/32/PV.M5
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py the Scientific and Technical Sub-Coumittee would take into.consideration
1 the factors related to the possible convening of a United Nations conference
- matters.
SPZ:lzznclusion, my delegation would like to express the hore that by N
11owing well-established tradition the First Committee will be in a position
adopt the draft resolution on the report of the Committee by consen?us.
With regard to the idea of broadening the composition of the Commltte?,

delegation supports the draft resolution in document A/C.l/BE/L.h2 submitted

£
Austria, which in our opinion contains,a well-balanced formula capabie o

'éeting all points of view on this matter.

Mrl BARTON (Canada): It is a pleasure for me to take the floor once
égain in this Committee to place on record our views on the two agenda items
sow before us, the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of ?uter Srace,
énd the formulation of a set of principles to govern direct television
ﬁroadcasting by satellite. My delegation believes that these items ?re ?f
farticular importance and we look forward to our debate in the anti01pat10? -
fhat progress will be made in our attempts to resolve the issues that ére involved.
: Before T turn to those issues I should like to take this opportunlty'to
express my delegation's appreciation to the Govermment of Austria for having

invited the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to hold its

i ident
twentieth anniversary session in Vienna. The welcome given by the Presi

of Austria and the hospitality extended by the Government and people will

long be remembered by the members of the Committee. T should like to note

particularly the contribution made over the years by the Austria? permanent

representatives to the United Nations in their capacities as Chalrmen.of ?ne
Committee. Mr. Jankowitsch is carrying on this tradition of leadership with
competence and distinction. T should 1like also to pay a tribute both to the

leadership of Mr. Wyzner on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of his

ichairmanship of the Legal Sub-Committee and to Mr. Carver, Chairman of the

Scientific and Technical Sub-Coumitiee.
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This seems %o be a year of anniversaries, and I think it would be

appropriate and perhaps also salutary for us to note the accomplishments

of recent years. It is 20 years since the Committee on the Peaceful Uses

of Outer Space was founded, and 20 years since the first satellite was sent

into orbit. Now man has walked on the mcon and probes the secrets of the

solar system and of other galaxies. Parallel with these remarkable

scientifi iviti i
ific activities in outer space, much has been done on earth towards
codifying international law in this domein.

/8/alv A/C.l/Bg/PV.hB
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This is the tenth anniversary of the entering into force of the Outer Space

reaty, and three other important international legal instruments have also

entered into force. Such achievements have demonstrated that the Committee is

n effective instrument in resolving important issues of concern to Member

gtates, and of this I think we can be justifiably proud.

The Canadian space programme has matured in the past 20 years, and it too

‘pas seen 1ts share of accomplishments. It was in fact 15 years ago, with the
?launching of Alouette I, which was designed and built in Canada, that we
became the third nation to place a satellite in orbit. Subsequent (anadian

achievements in space sclence research, telecommunications, remote sensing

and other areas of space applicatlons have been numerous and have been
reported previously to this Committee., But I should like o repeat our
continuing and increasing commitment to co-operste in the development of new
technologies and new programmes with other countries.

Since last we reported to this Committes, for example, we have explored
with the European Space Agency the possibilities for increasing the degree
of mutual co-operation. The Canada Centre for Remote Sensing has signed

sgreements to exchange information and personnel and to pursue mubually
agreed programmes with the European Space Agency and with the Centre

National d'Etudes Spatiales of France. Following talks at senlor levels,
links are now being Torged with the appropriate Japanese space authorities
for the exchange of‘information and for the identification of specific and
practical areas for co-operatiom. Tinally, co-operation with our principal
space partner, the United States, continues to grow. There have been a number
of developmenis in the past 12 months, but perhaps the most signficant has
been discussions examining the possibility of developing a jolnt programme
for an experimental search and rescue satellite system which would supplement
existing metheds for locating aircraft and ships in distress. A number of
other countries are alsc interested in this experiment, and 1t may be that a
truly co-operative and international project will emerge.

T should like now to refer specifically to the report of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space. I have already said that the Committee
has accomplished much, and I believe it has. Nevertheless I am reminded that

last year, when speaking on this same agenda 1tem, I took particular pains to

sound a note of urgency, to state that if greater progress were not made
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technological developments and the expectations of people around the world
voudd together render our debate irrelevant. Ve are pleased that some Progress
has indeed been made since last year, but umch vet remains to be done, and in oy
view there are two areas in particular in which further progress is essential.
Tirst of these is the question of direct television broadecasting by satellite,
In spite of the efforts of both the Tegal Sub-Committee and a working
party of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, it has not proved
possible to complete a full draft set of principles on direct broadcasting
from satellites during this year. A development of relevence to the Legal
Sub-Committee's consideration of this issue was the World Admiristrative
Radio Conference (WARC) held in Geneva earlier this year. This Conference,
which devel oped detailed plans for the broadcasting satellite s~vvice in the
i2 GHz band, based its work on the principle that intentional broadcasting
by one State to another requires the agreement of the receiving State.
At the sixteenth session of the Iegal Sub-Committee Canada and Sweden
jointly introduced a revised draft principle entitled "Consultation and

Agreements"”, together with a draft prearble. These texts, which were

consistent with the 1077 World Administrative Radio Conference, provided the
basisfor negotiations both in the Iegal Sub-Committee and in the parent
committee. During both sessions the Canadian and Swedish delegations urged
the adoption of the compromise texts, which in our view represent an effechive
halance between the re=d to facilitate the orderly developwent of an important
new area of technology and the need to protect the sovereign right of States
to regulate thelir communications systems. We are convinced that the texts
developed in New York and refined in Vienna can provide the foundation for
consensus ~n a fu’ll set of princivles at the next session of the legel
Hub-Committee.

A second area of particular concern to us is remote sensing. Progress is
being wmade in atiempting to Formulate a legal Framevork which might be established
to govern remote sensing of the earth by satellite. In our view such a Tramework,
based primarily on the ldentification of common elements in the varicus
proposals which have heen put forward, should reflect a balance hetween the réed

to ensure the greatest possible benefits to the world community through remote-

/8 AJC.1/32/FV .43

£3
A6

(Mr. Barton, Canada)

ensing activities and the need to safeguard legitimate national interests.
Progress is also being made on the techrical and scientific level as‘
increasingly asonvigipiessed radars ave developed and remotely sensed tha is
found ‘to have more and more spplications. Where sufficlent prozress 18 not
ﬁeing made is on the orzanizatiomal and political level. A number of delegations
ét the last meeting of the Committee on the Peacefil Uses of Cuter Gpace
expressed concern orer the lack of co-ordination of the increasingly disparabte
remote-sensing efforts of a growing number of countries. #As a resuli, my
delagation proposad, and the Comnittee agreed, that the Scientific and Technical
Sub~Committee should give high priority to guestions relating to the
co~ordination on a global basis of remote-sensing activities. This, we Think,
/as o positive step, but a step that will be meaningless unless we are able
to define wore viecisely vhat it is we want from remobte sensing and how we
should organize ourselves to realize our cbjective.. In this comnexiatr it is-
noteworthy that in its report the Scientific and Technlcal Sub-Committee
encourages those counbtries contemplating the establishment of preoperational
remote~-sensing systems to consider their compatibility and complamantarity

with existing systems. Another idea which has been mocted in the past involves

setbing up a system or systems of internationally-owned satellites which would

“pe co-ordinated by an internationsl body, much like the World Weather Watech

system of the World Meteorological Organization. That might be a good idea,

and it might be a bad one. Vhat we are saying is that the present situation

calls for more ideas, for more imaginative and creative thinking, ox the
problems that we face in this area wiil become intractable. It would nct
augur well for the efforts of thies Organizabion to break down the barzriers

vhich have separated nations for vears if we were unable to avoid polarizesticn

oo

in this new and developing Tield. .
My delegation is pleased to note that some Progress was also made during

the last session of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee in regard to the
technical definition of %erms conmnected with Tremote sensing, including "data”
and "informetion". Unfortunately, the Legal Sub-Committee was uneble To make
use of them in its efforts to agree on a legal régime to govern remote sensing.

The Canadian delegation was therefore gratified that at its meeting in Vienna in
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June the wain Committee topk a decision on this matter which is reflected in
raragraph 39 of its rerport.

We are also pleased at the movement being shown in consjidering the guestio
of holding a second United Nations conference on outer space. In our view, thi
i1s a question which requires more careful study ~ study of the subjects such
a conference would address, how it would be co-ordinated with cther conferences
and when it might most usefully be held and such organizational questions as

financing. The establishment of a working party of the Scientific and Technica

Sub-Commitiee to examine these questions is an important step, and we look

forward to playing a constructive role, in that working rarty under the capable

and experienced guidance of Mr. Carver,
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Tn that connexion I should like to recall that in paragraph 77 of the
committee's report mentlon was made of the desirability of Governments
gubmitting to the Secretariat at an early stage their ideas and recommendations
concerning this proposed conference. If such submissions are received
gufficiently in advance of the consecutive meetings of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee andlof this working party to be held next February,
the preparation of a comprehensive report, despite the inevitable pressures
of time, may still prove possible.

Before concluding, I should like to make a brief allusion to one passage
in the speech given on 21 November by the Chairman of the Commitiee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, Mr. Jankowitsch, in opening our debate, He
referred at that time to the fact that the Outer Space Committee was not an
"exclusive club” composed of Member States from the developed world. I
should like to reiterate his sentiments and call for ever-increasing
involvement in the work of the Committee by other Member States, particularly
those from the developing world. Indeed, a number of countries have already
availed themselves of opportunities to participate in the work of the
Committee and i%s two sub-committees in an observer capacity. We would
therefore wish to support the resclution submitted by the Austrian
delegation calling for a study by the Committee itself of the means by which
wider participation in its work might be facilitated, whether through an
expansion of its membership or by other meens. That having been said, it
should perhaps be noted that one reason why the endeavours of the Committee
to date have been accomplished in an efficacious manner is just because ite
membership, which while fully consonant with the principle of eguitable
geographic distribution, has been kept to a manageable size.

Pinally, I would like Ho state that my delegation will be pleased to
co-sponsor the omnibus resolution on the peaceful uses of outer space which
is to be introduced by the Austrian delegation. The resolution makes very
effectively the two points which have been the main theme of this statement,
namely, that we note with considerable satisfaction the work which has been
done but do so conscious of the work which remains yet to be done. It is my

delegation's conviction that progress can be made during this next year, and in

this collective effort I pledge our full support and co-operation.
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Mr. KUNERALP (Turkey): In previous years my delegation has had the

opportunity of stating its views on the questions which are on the agenda of
the OCuter Space Committee. Let it suffice for me to repeat onece again that
ny delegation, although not a member of the Committee, is fully conscious of
the importance of its objectives which are to eontribute to the drafting of
& comprenensive and equitable space law, on the one hand, and toc promote

a system of effective international co-operation so as to make space
technology available to all countries, on the other.

For this reason, my delegation has studied with great interest the report
of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space which met in Viernna from
20 June to 1L July 1977. In this connexion, I would like to express my
delegation's congratulations to Mr. Jankowitsch, the Chairman of that
Committee, and through him to all its members for the outstanding work that
they have produced.,

My delegation has noted with considerable satisfaction the progress made
by the Committee during its last session on the various topics which are
on its agenda. Ve hare been mrticularly pleased to see that the Legal
Sub-Committee is continuing its efforis on the elaboration of a draft treaty
on the moon, and that its work on the preparation of principles governing the
use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting
has made possible the formulation of a draft preamble and of a provisional
text on the item "consultation and agreements between States®™. Even though

considerable advantages are to be reaped from the application of space

technelogy to this field, this is a subject which has important implications for

State sovereignty. As in previous yeers, my delegation therefore wishes to
repeat that adequate safeguards for the protection of the sovereignty of
States must be attained. e are confident that it will be possible to

strike a balance between these two aspects of the guestion in the interests of
the internaticnal community.

My delegation has also followed with great interest the work of the Legal
Sub-Committee's Working Group on remote sensiné which in cur opinlon can
contribute substantially to the exploration of natural resources. However,
as in the case of the use of artificial satellites for direct broadecasting,

care should be taken not to infringe the sovereignty of States. Although
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ny delegation noted with regret the lack of success of the discussions on

the dissemination of informztion which have taken place in the Seientific

and Technical Sub-Committee of the Outer Space Committee, we were heartened

to see that the Committee in its report states "there was no scientific .

or technical basis for a sensed State not having timely and non-discriminatory

access to data concerning its territory.” (4/32/20, para. b1)

My delegation wholeheartedly supports the draft resolution on the
tenth anniversary of the entry into force of the Outer Space Treaty whick is
contalred -in A/C.l/52/L.59. As a country which wes among the first to
seccne a party to this Treaty, Turkey welcomes the call embodied in the
draft resolution on all countries to ratify or accede to the Treaty as soon
as possible. There is also great merit in the proposal for the Secretary-
General to prepare a study of the experience gained in the first 1O years
of the Treaty's application.

My delegation would like to express its support for the proposal. to
convere a United Nations conference on outer space. Such a conference
would highlight the need for further co-operation between States in ‘the
peaceful. application of technology to space. In this connexion, my
delegation wishes to.express its appreciation to the countries which have
shown the will to co-operate in these matters and to those which contrivuted
to the spreading of knowledge on space technology by granting feliowships teo
developing countries,

Finally, my delegation wishes to point out that it supports the thrust
of the proposals sukmitted to this Committee, which #im at increasinz the
membership of the Outer Space Committee. The importance of the gubjects which
are on the agenda of the Committee is such that as many States as possible
"helonging to all geogrephical groups represented in the Organization and
which have expressed interest in becoming members of the Committee"” should be
enabled to do so. However, my delegation believes that that question should
form the subject of a gtudy by the Outer Space Committee itseif, as proposed
in draft resolution A/C.1/32/L.lL2 submitted by Austria. If this draft
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resolution is adopted, we have no doubt that the report which the Outer
Space Committee is called upon to submit to the thirty-third session of the
General Assembly will contain a recommendation for the expansion of the
membership of the Committee. My delegation, however, believes that in
accordance with usvel practice such a recommendation should come Ffrom the

Cuter Space Committee itself and not from outside.

of the entry into force of the Treaty on Principles Goveraing the Activities of
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Mr. ONDA (Japan): da, Chairman, at the ousset my delegation wishes to
exprese i%s sebisfachion at She faet that under vour wise sridarce this Committee
haen nolding freitinl deliverslions on the two agenda itens relating to the
peaceinl uses of aulzr gpace. ify delegeSiaon is coavinced that the Ccmmiltee
will carry out successfully the important tasks entrusted to it by the
thirty-second regular sesslon of the General Assembly. My delegation
would also like to take this opportunity to express its sincere appreciadion
to the Chairman of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space for
his statement introducing the report of that Committee.

As previous speakers have recalled, this year is the twentieth annlversary

of the first venture of menkind into outer space and alsco the tenth anniversary

States in the Fxploraticn and Use of OQuter Space, including the Moon and
{Other Celestizl Bodles.

Looking back over the past two decades, we all remember how spectacular
achievements  n the exploration of ouber space came one alter zarcether, Needlsss
to say, the United States of America and the Soviet Union have led the world
in carrying out space exploration and remain the most advanced space nations.

In this short period the many applications of advanced space scilence and
technology have begun to prove that they are capable of bringing enormous
benefits to all mankind. Efforts are being made to promote these space
applications in various fields, such as telecommunications, navigaticon, meteorclogy,
remote sensing and so forth. My delegation believes that in these fields the
United Nations has the very important role of creating an environment conducive
to smooth applications of advanced space science and technology.

As for my cowntry, we are determined to continue our efforts further

to develop our own technology for the exploration and use of outer space for

peaceful purposes and thereby meke & considerable contribution to the
enhancemen® of the economic and social welfare of all the countries of the
worid, particularly the developing countries.

Tn this connexion I should like to describe some aspects of space
programmes in Japan.

Since the launching of the first Japanese satellite "Osumi" 1n 1970,

Japan has successfully launched a total of 11 satellites, four for spplications

purposes and seven for scientific research.
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The latest satellite for scientific research is the "Tansei IIT", which Wési

lamncked by a "Mu-3E" launch vehicle from Kagoshima Space Centre last February
for the purpose of verifying the capabilities of the launching vehicle.

In the same month, another satellite named Engineering Test Satellite I
(ETS IT) was launched by an "N" launch vehicle from Tanegashima Space Centre
to acquire launching and tracking technology for geostalionary satellites and
to conduct propagation experiments of millimeter radio waves. This satelliite
became Japan's first geostationary satellite.

Several months later a Geostationary Meteorological Satellite (GMS) was
latnched by a "Delta" launch vehicle with the co-operation of the National
Aeronautics Space Administration (NASA) of the United States of America.

This satellite ig intended to take photographs of cloud cover in the Western
Pacific and Asian regions and to collect and distribute the meteorological data
of these regions. We are convinced that this satellite (GMS) will contribute
to the promotion of the Global Atmospheric Research Programme (GARP) under

the World Weather Watch (WWW).

With regard to future programres, Japan has already decided to launch six
satellites for s:iensiiic research and seven satellites for applications purposes
by the end of the Japanese 1981 fiscal year.

As a Tirst sitep, a communication satellite called in Japan MEdiuﬁ:CaPaCitY
Communications Satellite for Experimental Purposes (CS) is scheduled to be
launched next month. This satellite will conduct communication experiments
on the quasimlillimeter wave band to establish technologies for a satellite
commnications system in order to prepare for the increasing demand for these
systems.

Next March the launching of a broadcasting satellite named
Medium-Scale Broadcasting Satellite for Experimental Purposes (BS) is
scheduled to conduct broadcasting experiments as a preliminary step towards
the establishment of a satellite broadcasting system with both individual
reception and community reception.

The two satellites (CS and BS) that T have Just mentioned are geostationary
satellites and are to be launched by a NASA launch vehicle in accordance with

the Agreement of Co-operation between Japan and the United States of America
coneluded - in May 1975.
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As for the satellites for scientific research, Jaran is planning to
launch its second Tonosphere Sounding Satellite (ISS-b) next February to conduct
observations of the ionosphere., Next January another scientific satellite
¢alled Exos-A will be launched in order to study the physigs of aurora polaris
and its related phenomena over the southern auroral region.

Turning to our plans related to remote sensing, Japan has been actively
conducting research in the field of remote sensing data analysis through FASA's
Tandsat Follow-on Programme. The construction of a ground station for the
purpose of the direct reception of Landsat data has started and its completion is
scheduled by the end of next year. This ground station is designed to promote
the research and development of our earth observation satellites system.

As for the Japanese earth observation satellite, the necessary research and
development are now under way with the aim of launching it in the first half
of the 1980s.

With regard to my country's share in international space co-operation, Japan,
as a State member of the World Metecorological Organization (WMO), has actively
participated in the Global Atmospheric Research Programmes (GARP) promofed
jointly by WMO and the International Council of Scientific Union (ICSU). As T
mentioned earlier, Japan launched a Geostationary Meteorological Satellite last
July with the co-operation of NASA, and this is cne of the five satellites which
form the Global Observing System. The weather data obtained, through GMS will
be disseminated to other Asian and Western Pacific countries.

For the smoocth operation of the GMS system it is necessary to maintain the
satellite in the correct position using three Turn-around Ranging Stations (TARS).
For this purpose Japan recently concluded with Australia an agreement for the
installation of one of the TARS in Australia. TIn accordance with the agreement,
Japan is to provide Australia with weather information more fregquently in case
of unusual cr severe weather conditions.

Japan has also decided to participate in the First Spacelab Programme of NASA
and the Buropean Spage Agency (ESA) with the Space Experiments with Particle
Accelerators (SEPAC). The objective of SEPAC is to gain a better understanding of
auroral emission, the behaviour of, charged particles in plasma, the excitation of

electromagnetic waves and so forth. Payload instruments, such as particle

accelerators and disgnostic instruments, are now under development.
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Japan also carried out co-operative experiments with NASA and the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) using a Canadian-United States
Communications Satellite (CTS) and a small-sized antenna which wag developed

in Japan. A number of useful results were achieved in this experiment
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T should now like to make some commen@s on the items before us. First,
with regard to the congideration of the drafﬁ treaty relating to the moon,
the Legal Sub-Committee again this year could no% resolve the three remaining
igsues, despite its renewed efforts o complete the drafting of the fext.

My delegation supports the Juter Space Committee's view that the Legal
qub-Comuittee at its next session should coutinue to consider, as a matter
of high priority, the draft treaty relating te the moon, but my delegation
wishes to express its hope that the gap between the diverging views held
by wvarious delegations on the questions related to the natural resources
of the moon will be narrowed through further constructive deliberations.

Turning to the elaboration of principles governing the use by
States of artificial earth satellites for direct televigion breadcasting,

o tentative text of a principle on "consultation and agreements between
States" and a draft preamble have been formulated this year as a result
of the strenuous efforts of the Legal Sub-Committee and later of the
Quter Space Committee.

Although the text to which I have referred is still under careful review
by my Government, my delegation has taken note of the fact that the proposed
tentative text is still within square brackets, along with a few proposed
draft principles. In shor®, no agreement was reached on the proposed
draft principle on "consultation and agreement between States", as indicated
in paragraph 26 of the report of the Outer Space Committee. Under the
circumstances my delegatlon welcomes the recommendation by the Outer Space
Committee that, at its next session, the Legal Sub-Committee should again
give High priority to the elaboration of principles relating to direct
television broadcasting. My delegation is prepared to participate positively
in the deliberations of the Sub-Committee for the purpose of seeking a
generally acceptable text.

Another important area that requires an equitable balance between legal
and technological considerations is the remote senging of the earth by
satellites. My delegation is pleased to nobe that the Legal Sub-Committee
has succeeded this year in formuleting the text of sixz additional draft

principles, bringing the total number of draft principles relating to

remote sensing to 11.
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My delegation hasgs no difficulty in endorsing the recommendation by
the Quter Space Committee that the Legal Sub-Committee at its next session
should continue, as a wmatter of high priority, to give detailed consideration
to that subject with the aim of formulating draft prineiples relating to
remote sensing. However, I should like to express once again my delegation's
firm belief that the Legal Sub-Committee should continue, as in the past,
to conside; this subject on the basis of the common elements identified
by the Sub-Committee. It is the view of my delegation that the over-hasty
establishment of a rigid legal framework might become a hindrance to the
smooth application of this promising new technology. In the interests
of the entire world community, there should he no fallure to recognize
the vast potential of this great advance.

With regard to remote sensing, the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee
also made significant progress this year in defining the terms of "primary
data' and "analysed information". My delegation attaches great importance
to this work since it will be very useful to the Legal Sub-Committee in
its further congideration of the legel implications of remote sensing.

As for the proposal advanced by a member of the Scientifiec and
Technical Sub-Committee for the clagsification of remote sensing data
into three categories - global, regional and local - on the basis
of spatial resolution, my delegation is of the view that there
is no adequate seientific or technical basis for such a classification.
Therefore, my delegation supports the recommendation in paragraph L0 of
the report of the Outer Space Committee that the Secretariat conduct a
study on a scientific basis for & +technical definition of spatial
resolution.

Turning to the United Nations programme for space applications, my
delegation appreciates the gignificance of +the Organization’s role in this
area and therefore wishes to support its programmes on space applications
for 1978, as proposed by the Expert on Space Applicetions. I would add
in this connexion that Japen will offer a training programme on remote
sensing technology next February for the benefit of developing countries in

the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (BESCAP) region.
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As for the question of a possible United Natins conference on outer
space matters, my delegation has already expressed its belief that such
a conference would be useful and helpful in stimulating international
co-operation in gpace applications. ¥We have pointed out, however, that a
careful study should be made of the objectives of such a conference, the
time and place it would be held, and other related questions before a
decigion is teken to convene it.

Therefore my delegation noted with satisfaction the ccenelusion of
the Outer Space Committee that a task force of the Seierntific and
Technical Sub-Committee, open to all interested members of the Sub-Committee,
should be established to deal with these matters.

Our Committee now has before it two draft resclutions (4/C.1/32/r.k2
and A/C.l/52/L.M5) relating o the question of enlarging the membership of
the Quter Space Committee. My delegation regrets that no compromise
solution of this question has been reached despite the efﬁorts of some
delegations.

My delegation believes that the strong desire expressed by some
States Members of the United Nations to join the Outer Space Committee
reflects the increasing recognition of the importance of the Committee's
work which in my view should be welcomed.

My delegation also believes that it would be urwise to deny participation
in the Outer Space Committee to those Member States which are willing to
make real conmtributions to future outer space activities in the interests
of all the States and all the people of the world.

However, I must admit thet my delegetion has some doubts about
the desirability of a hasty decision to add so many members to the
Committee, for fear that it might make it anwieldy.

The Austrian delegation has pointed out that the last expansion of the
Ouber Space Committee was approved in 1975 by consensus. {learly the further
enlargement of the Committee, as proposed by the delegation of Colombia and
other delegations, could have important long-range effects on its usefulness,

and deseprves very serious study by all members of the Cuter Space Committee.

My delegation therefore supports the draft resolution introduced by the Austrian

delegation which would give all of us enough time to consider every aspect of

the Colombian draft proposal.
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JIn conclusion 71 i i
; I wish to express my delegation's sincere appreciation
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the Expert on Space Applications, for the excellent work they have done

during the past year.

Government of the Federal Republic of Germany.
The Federal Republic of Germany during the past year continued to contribute

to & large extent to the joint programme within the European Space Agency (EsA).
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The latest joint Buropean achievement to be mentioned 1s the
establishment of a European network for receiving remote-sensing data. A
national airborne remote-sensing programme has provided practical experience
with sensors to be used later in spacecraft.

_ Among the bilateral activities, Symphonie and Helios are already well
known to members of the Committee from earlier feports. One of the Symphonie |

. satellites has now been shifted to a position over the Indian Ocean to help in

the preparation of an Indian communication satellite system.
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The valuable information about soiaraterrestrial relations obtained by
means of the solar probes Helios A and B is now to be complemented by
correlation with the data provided by the Voyager probes during their journey
to Jupiter.

Under the Jupiter orbiter and probe project Pplanned in co-operation with
NASA, the Federal Republic of Germany will provide scientific instruments for
the investigation of the Jovian system and a retro-propulsion module for
certain propulsion manceuvres of the Jupiter orbiter probe.

We have studied the report of the twentieth session of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space very carefully. We notice with
satisfaction that progress has been achieved. again, less on some topics but
more on cothers. As regards the work of the Legal Bub-Committee, the Ouker
Space Committee is of the opinion that three topics which have taken up most
of the time of its deliberations should be considered with the same high
rriority by that Sub-Commitiee.

One of them is the draft treaty relating to the moon. During the
discussions it became clear that the question of the natural resources of the
moon continues to be considered one of the main issues still to be resolved.
Although intensive efforts were undertaken to bridge the diverging viewpoints,
consensus was mot possible. It may still take a long time for the exploration
and exploitation of the moon's resources 4o become & reality, but it is our task
and responsibility to set the political and legal framework so that space
technologies may be used for the benefit of all once the chance has become
real. My delegation believes that efforts should continue in order to find
comuon ground on which we may soon finalize this important international
instrument. The draft treaty on the moon, therefore, should again have
high priority in the forthcoming discussions.

The preparation of draft principles on direct television broadecasting

satellites is one topic on which progress could be achieved. BRoth the Legal

Sub-Committee and the Outer Space Committee — wvhich, following a recommendation
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of that Sub-Committee, sat as a working party of the whole, - made headway,
bringing us closer to a solution of the remaining problems. They have already
looked at a draft preamble in detail. Variops paragraphs were drafted, so
that the draft preamble begins to take shape. For the time being we may leave
open the guestion of what final form the legal instrument under discussion
should take. At this stage my delegation is satisfied to see that twyo very

important points have already been established in the draft preanmble. One

- ig the reference in the first preambular paragraph to individuals as receiverg

of the benefits of international direct television broadcasting by satellites.
The other one is the recognition of the importance of the right of everyone

to freedom of expression, including the right, to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas regardless of frontiers. Since this sentence repeats
universal human rights enshrined in instruments of the United Nations, 1t
should nct be too difficult to delete the brackets still around this draft
principle. My, Government adheres consistently to the principle of free flow
of informetion. Therefore we shall make every effort to ensure that the right
of the individuel to freedom of opinion and expression across frontiers has the
place it deserves. We are convinced that with the introduction of this right
of the individual into the draft preamble we shall make further headway along
the road which the United Nations so nobly opened in 1948 with the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights.




BES/cle A/C.1/32/PV.L3
61

(Mr. von Wechmar, Federal

Republic of Germany)

This political principle of free' flow of information is also the
yardstick by which we measure the draft principle on "consultation and

agreements between States”", which is the most difficult one on which to

reach consensus. We draw & very clear line between the universal recognition

of the political principle of free flow of information and its technical
implementation. As for the technieal questions, the International
Telecommunication Union has allocated the limited radio freguencies in the
11.7 to 12.5 GH band available for satellite broadecasting. It is obvious
that the concerns expressed by some States about unrestriected use of
satellite broadcasting are no longer real,

In the light of the drafting of a principle of "ccnsultation and
agreements between States', my delegation is of the opinion that the
principle of "duty and right to consult" should be reconsidered: It
appears logical that we shall also have to look at all the principles,
once the drafting operation has been fulfilled, in order to avoid
redundancies and to improve the general context. Subject to these short
remarks, my delegation can support the recommendation that the
elaboration of principles for direct Television hroadcasting satellites
should continue to be considered as a matter of high priority.

T should now like to meke a Few comments on the work of the Legal
Sub-Committee with respect to remote sensing of the earth from outer space.
My Government takes the view that the actual state of international law
does not impose any regulations, not to speak of restrictions, on remote
sensing of the earth and its environment. On the other hand, as the
technology of remote sensing develops more and more, there is an increasing
interest of States, and in particular of developing countries, in this new
space technology. Therefore, we believe that in formulating draft
principles on remote sensing a very careful and flexible approach should be
teken. In particular, we believe that internmational co-cperation should
rest upon the concept of free collection of information and its free
disgemination. We welcome the progress made by the Legal Sub-Committee in

formulating the text of additional draft principles. We understand the
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concern of those who expect economic disadvantages through the use of

information obtained by remote sensing. But these fears cannot. be dispelled by
trying to extend the concept of State soverelgnty over nstlional resources to
information concerning these resources. These concerns should and can be
accommcdated by conducting remote sensing through intensive, international
partnership and - timely and non-discriminatory access to this information. We have
taken note with satisfaction that the important issue of remote sensing once

again should be treated with the same high priority.

Speaking of free dissemination of information, I should like to seize this
opportunity to correct erroneous remarks which one delegation made this morning.
The German firm which was mentioned is & private company which engages in
enterprises for the peaceful uses of outer space in co-operation with an African
developing couniry on a private commercial basis. Let me repeat in this context
thet my Government has always been a stout partisan of the exclusively peaceful
uses of outer space.

As Tor the definition and/or delimitation of ocuter space, my delegation thinks
that the time has come to teke a closer look at this topic. Both Sub-Committees
have dealt with this guestion and produced excellent results. We should ask both
sub-committees to continue this work in close co-operation and to prepare a

realistic solution. The Quter Space Committee should also take into consideration

the guestion of the geostatlonary orbit. My delegation is of the oplnion that the
geostationary orbit is a part of outer space. Of course, we should ensure that
all States may utilize the geostationary orbit on an equal foobting. Work on these
guestions should therefore continue in the Legal Sub-Committee.

T should also like to draw the attention of members to the report of the
Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. The issue of remote sensing took up
quite some time of the deliberations of the Sclentific and Technical Sub-Committee.
The Sub-Committee succeeded, among other things, in defining the terms "primary
data’ and "analysed information” and recommended the adoption of these terms by
the Legal Sub-Committee. My delegation feels that this is a good exampie of
close co-operation between the two sub-committees. In our view, the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Commitbtee could provide mest valuable help to the Legal

Sub-Committee by furnishing technical and scientific information whenever this

may assist the Legal Sub-Committee in its legal and political discussions.
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We also noted with great intereststhat the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee agreed to include as a future point of discussion the
guestion of detecting and monitoring pollution of the environment by means
of remote sensing from space. My Government has already given this
problem intensive consideration. We are in the process of developing and
also testing the necessary measuring equipment most of which will be used
from the Spacelab. We have informed the Secretariat of details to be
taken into account in a document which will be submitted to the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee.

Another important subject dealt with by the Scientific and Technical

Sub-Committee is the possible organization of a United Wations conference
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Mr. ISSRAELYAN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation

from Russian}: This year the First Committee is considering the question
of international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space immediately
after its consideration of the agenda items dealing with disarmament.
As was stressed by the General-Secretary of the Central Committee of
Communist Party of the Unicn of Soviet Socialist Republics and Chalrman
of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, Leonid I. Brezhnev, on 2 November this year:
"If it is possible to solve the major problems to avoid a new
world war and to securs a lasting peace, it will open up new and
remarkable prospects for the inhabitants of the earth. New conditions

will be established for solving many other vital and important

on space matters. Since views continue to differ widely on the concept of problems which face mankind as a whole."
such a conference, the Outer Space Committee came to the conclusion that

a task force of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee should be

established which would be open to all interested Member States. My

delegation beljeves that we should follow this recommendation. We could

then have a thorough study of all the aspects involved, which will enable

us to reach a decision on whether to go ahead with such a far-reaching
undertaking.

The Austrian delegation has just submitied a draft resolution concerning

the possible enlargement of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer

Space. Considering the complexity and technicality of the guestions discussed

in that Committee, my delegation believes that this problem should be
thoroughly examined. It is my opinion, therefore, that the most competent
body to do this would be the Outer Space Committee itself. That is why my
delegation fully supports the Austrian proposal.

We have before us a draft ocmmibus resolution very ably prepared by the
Austrian delegation. My delegation is pleased to support this draft
resolution not only because we approve of the work already done by the
Outer Space Committee, but also because we are deeply convinced of the
necessity to carry on the work in the future. We are dealing with new
technologies to explore and exploit outer space. Put to peaceful uses,
these technologies will significantly improve life for all the peoples of
the world.




PKB/hl
AfC.1/32/PV. L3
66

(Mr. Issraelyan, USSR)
Wiithout any doubt among those problems is that of the use of space
Tor peaceful purposes. Twenty years ago on L4 Qctober 1957 the Soviet artificial

earth satellite, the first in the world, was launched into space. That began

& new era in the history of mankind, the space era, and the Soviet Union was

a pioneer in this magnificent achievement. In this regard the Soviet delegation
would like tc express its appreciation to all delegaticns which, in the course of
the First Committee's work, have congratulated the Soviet Union on this noteworthy
anniversary. N

Space flight tcday has become a fully-fledged branch of the national
econcmy of the USSR. Success in the conguest of space has to a growing extent
been connected with the practical use of the achievements of space flight
for the purposes of development of the economy, science and culturs, that is,
for the every-day needs of man.

Since 1967 a space metereological service has teen operating in our country
thanks to communications satellites and earth orbit stations. In a short space
of time the audience for central television in the Soviet Union increased by
dozens of millions of people. Artificial earth setellites are bein used more
and more for geology, oceanography, forestry and agriculture.

The Soviet Union from the very beginning of the space age has been a
proponent of co-operation between States in the conquest of space. An example
of the effectiveness of such co-operation has been the programme of the socialist
" countries known as INTERCCSMOS. Within the framework of this programme there
has been successful joint research in the field of space physics, meteorology,
communications, biology and medicine and alsc remote sensing of earth.

Jdn 13 July 1976 an agreement was signed by Bulgaria, Hungary, the German

Democratic Republic, the Repubklic of Cuba, the Mongolian People's Republic, Poland

Romania, the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia, on co-gperation in research into
and use of outer space and that has been operating successfuily. Pursuant to
that agreement, among cother things, the first applicants for posts as
astronauts from socialist countries have embarked upon their training.
Co-cperation between the Soviet Union on the basis of bllateral agreements with

India, France, Sweden and the United States has been proceeding successfully.
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e were and still are active supporters of comprehensive development and
the strengthening of international co-operation in research into and the use
of outer space for peaceful purposes.

Guided as we are by the provisioﬁs of the 1967 Treaty on Principles Governing
the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, the Soviet Union is ready to share its
knowledge and experience with the international community and with all interested
countries, particularly in so far as, for example, remose sensing of
the earth from space. is concerned.

As members know, the Soviet Union stated in February of this year that
on the basis of appropriate agreements it was ready to co~operate with interested
States in carrying out space photography of their territories and btransmitting

to them the information obtained in that way. Those agreements will be

kimplementéd on the basis of equality and in accordance with international law,

with respect for the inalienable right of States to exercise permanent
sovereignty over thelr own natural resources, including the right to dispose
of their own natursl resocurces and in formation pertaining thereto.
The use of this promising technology will promote an improvement in the
economies of countries ﬁhich find it appropriate to conclude such agreements.
Universality is an inherent attribute of space research and this by its
very essence has already created good conditions for internstional co-operatlon.
There is nothing surprising in the fact that, in the year which has passed since
the discussion of questions pertaining %o regearcn into and the use of outer
space at the last session of the Generzl Assembly, international co-operation in
this Tield has taken a new sitep forward.
Tn assessing the work of the United Nations Committee on Qubter Space in 1877,
it should be pointed out that the Committee and its organs have made progress
in their work on a number of impcrtant questions, as 1s guite rightly pointed out
in the relevant draft resolution. At the same time, some problems still remain
unresolved. These include, as members know, the draft treaty on the moon.
The Soviet delegation believes that given goodwill and a desire %o conclude work

on that draft treaty, the Legal Sub-Committee could bring about the necessary

consensus.
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It seems to us that the most appropriate wey of resolving issues relating
to the natural resources of the moon would be to regulate them in a separate
protocol to the treaty. However, we would be ready to co-operate with other
delegations on the basis of other proposals also, because we believe that
whatever the decision arrived at, 1t must in any case be in keeping with the
interests of all countries and peoples on earth.

Another draft on which work remains to be concluded is that pertaining

to the principles of direct television broadecasting. But even here a certain

semount of progress has been made. Soviet delegations in United Nations bodies

on space have been pursuing a constructive course of accamodating our partners,

Unfortunately, our efforts have not always met with an adequate response and I

believe that this is precisely the explanation for the fact that at the

sesslons of the Legal Sub-Committee and the Outer Space Committee this yvear it di

not prove possible to conclude work on the draft principles to govern direct

belevision broadecasting.

The well~-known proposals of the Soviet delegation in the Legal Sub-Committee:

in the course of the discussion of the principles of remote sensing of the

earth from space have met with certain support. We would like to hope that

our initiative will help the Committee to move forward in the work of internation

legal regulation of the dissemination of deta cbtained by remote earth sensing.
We note with satisfaction that the work of the Legal SBub-Committee in

the field of remote sensing of the earth has been reinforced by the Scientific

and Technical Sub-Committee which is continuing to work out scientific and

technological criteria for the data from remote sensing, the dissemination

of which should be subject to strict regulation., That is a need which is

becoming clear tc a majority of countries, which in cne way or

another have an interest in deriving benefit from the tremendous adventages

offered by remote earth sensing.

Afc.1/32/PV.43
PB/bl 69-~70 :
(Mr. Issraelyan, USSR)

Recently within the United Nations there has been more and more active
discussion of the question of the use of geostationary orbit for the placement
of satellites and certain delegationgfhave even expressed the idea that it
was necessary to extend sovereignty to segments of this orbit, segments
which were over the territory of the countries concerned. .

We understand the importance of these duestions and we would once agaln
1ike to state our positicn. We are definitely in favour of the regulation
of the problems connected with the use of geostationary orbit within an
international legal context. However, we categorically oppose attempts by
any means whatsoever to appropriate any segments of outer space whether it be
by means of proclaiming sovereignty over them or by any other means. Such

attempts undermine the very foundations of international space law.
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The date of 10 October 1977 marked the tenth anniversary of the entry
into force of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in
the Exploration and Use of Quter Srace, including the Moon apnd Other Celestial
Bodies. As we know, the Outer Space Committee submitted an appropriate draft
resolution to the General Assembly for its consideration and adoption, at its

thirty-second session. This drafi resolution, A/C.l/32/L.59 and Corr.l,
inter aljia, confirms:

"... the great importance of the Treaty for the development of

international co-operation in the peaceful exploration and use of oubter
space, including the moon and other celegtial bodies, and for developing

the rule of law in this sphere of human activity,"”
It expresses:

"... the belief that the participation in the Treaty of all States and

the application of this international instrument by them can contribute
to enhancing the effectiveness of international co-operation in the
peaceful exploration and, use of outer space, including the moon and

other celestial bodies,".

We support this draft resolution and wish to express the hope that it will be
adopted by consensus.

As to the wish expressed by a nunber of delegations to expand the
membership of the Space Committee, the Soviet delegation believes that this
question can best be, resolved on the basis of draft resolution A/C.1/32/L.ho
submitted by Austria. We appeal to the sponsors of the other resolution on
this question to show a spirit of co-operation and to make it possible for the |
Outer Space Committee to consider this important and highly responsible question.

In conclusion, T should like on behalf of the delegation of the USSR
to thank the Government and people of the Republic of Austria for their invitation
o hold the twentieth anniversary of the Ouler.Space Committee in Vienna and also
for their hospitality to the participants in that session.

I should also like to express the hope that the General Asseubly at its

thirty-second session will take decisions which will facilitate a speedy solution

of the problems which arise in connexion with the conguest of space.

o
Ay/hl . A/c.1/3$éyv %

Mrs. SUNDBERG (Sweden): Twenty years have elapsed since man tock hiz

rirst step into outer space when the Soviet Union launched the first satellite,
the famous Sputnik. TIn 1961 Yuri Gagarin became the first man sver in outer
gpace. Eight years later, in 1969, the American astronauts Armstr?ng ané .
Aldrin were the Tirst men to land on the moon. Last year the American Viking
gpace craft landed on Mars. o

| We have almost grown used to spectacular events and achievements. The
rapié development of outer space technology has, however, changed emphasis
from scientific exploration and experiments towards exploitation and us§ of. ‘
space technology for practical purposes to meet the needs on earth. BScilentific
observation satellites were the starting point.for the development of
meteorological satellites and, later remote sensing satellites such as the
Americen Landsat.

Another field where satellites have becone inereasingly important is
telecommunications. The American Early Bilrd became the first satellite of
INTELSAT, the first international organization to be formed for the use of
‘gpace techniques. The Soviet Molnya satellites became the basis of the
Intersputnik Organization.

TLooking ahead the use of space technology will be increasingly
:concentrated on practical application. Communication satellites will probably

i i ment on
be used increasingly for mobile services. The conclusion of the sgree

| INMARSAT is an exsmple of this trend. Navigation will be another field of

‘application. Direct broadcasting satellites will be put into use, sbove
:all for the development of television services. Remote sensing safelllites
;Iill be used more widely with a refined %technique.

Space transportation techniques will take a significant step forward with

" the space shuttle. This system will meke 1t possible to put bigger satel%ites
“into orbit which will be of importance for communicatlons and remotbe sen51n§

;capability. Experiment with zero gravity materials processing will be possible,
:%and the new means of transportation will open up the possibilities of

_§COnstructing lerge space stations.
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The United Nations took up the question of outer gpace from the wvery
beginning and this year the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space held its twentieth anniversary session in Vienna. I should like
to take this opportunity to thank the Austrien Government for the excellent

arrangements and the warm hospitality arcund which marked tie meeting. The faeckt

that the meeting was opened by His Excellency the Federal President of Avstris, ;

a particular solemnity to the commemoration of the twentieth anniversary of
man's first venture into outer space and the creation of the United Netions

Committee on Outer Space. The Austrian Government has clearly
illustrated the importance it is attaching to the Outer Space Committee.
The fact that Austria has the chair of the Committee - a task

that Mr. Jankowitsch is fulfilling -so brilliantly and before him, among
others, the Secretary-General of the United Nations - illustrates the
importance cf the Committee and Austrials confidence in it.

In this connexion, I should also like to express my delesation's
sincere appreciation and gratitude to the chairmen of the twn gub-~ccmmittees,
Mr. Carver of Australia and Mr. Wyzner of Poland, as well
as to the rhairmen of the working groups established by the Legal
Sub-Committee,

The United Nations Outer Space Commititee has an unprecedented record of
successful elaboration of international agreements. The most important
one is the United Nations Treaty of 1967 on Prineciples Governing the
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Quter Bpace,
ineluding the moon and other Celestial Bodies. This year is the tenth
anniversary of the entry into force of the Treaty. We welcome and support
the draft resolution to mark this occasion.

The oubter space Treaty is the fundamental legal instrument for
the exploration and use of outer space. The aim of the Treaty - as laid
down particularly in artiele III - is that States shall rarry on activities
in outer space in accordance with international law and:

"...+ in the interest of maintaining international peace and security

and promoting international co-operation and understanding"”. {General Assemb

resolution 2222 (XXI) annex, article IIT)

ithat we have noticed reports in the press which seem to indicate an cngoing
;function - "killer satellises", as they have been called.

The inbreduction of the techniques referred to could bring with it negative
.consequences for the peaceful development of outer space. Outer space must

‘not be the new battlefield.

peaceful development and international co-oﬁération. Ve must assure that
4% remains sc in the fubure also. The United ¥ationg, and in particuiar
1its Ouier Space Committee, has a special responsibility to follow this

:closely and to consider how to keep outer space free from conflicts.

“on their agenda. It would be gring too far o corwent Ln detail on all of
;them. T shall therefore limit myself to some general remarks on the most

;. important questions.

television broadcasting by sabellite. ¥e had hoped that it wou' é bhe
{'possihle to fulfil ‘the mandate given to the Legal Sub-Cemmittee by the General

= Assembly last year - namely, to conciude work on the principles governing

A/C.1/32/PV.h3
76

(¥rs. Sundberp, Sveden)

WHith this clearly stated objective as a background, it is with concern
evelopment of techniques aimed ab destroying satellites rr putting them out of

Are such activities really in accordance with the outer-space Treaty?

The exploration and use of outer space ‘has hitherto been a domain of

The Outer Space Committee and its two sub~comritiees have important items |

This year special abttention has been given to the question of direct

the use of direct broadcast satellites. Unfortunately that was not possible,
tut the considerable progress made this year glves reason 40 hope that the
spirit of compromise necessary to achieve this goal will be shewn in the
Legal Sub-Committee.

The techniques of direct televisicr broadeast satellites has been A=monstrated
by the Indian-Azerican SITE experiment and the Caradian Communications
Technology Satellite. The day when direct broadcast satellites will be
in operational use approaches vapidly as awareness of the potentlal benefits
inereases, In this context I should like to mention the investigation on the
.POSSibilities of establishing common television services in the Noxdic

countries based on direct broadcasting satellites, the so-called NORDZAT

systemn.
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what can be covered by an agreed legal régime. This should simplify the tas

of the Legal Sub-Committee considerably. We also think there is good reason

to continu i

nue the efforts to explore possible problem areas in order to decide
where an international solution is warranted or some action on an
international level is necessary.

Sweden has for a number of years advocated the establishment of an

inter i i i '
national organizational Frameworl For remote sensing. This ig, as we
s :

see i%, the only way to assure that the benefits of +this new and promising
technique will be shared by all countries and to control its use so that

misuse can be avoided. We still believe this is the right way to proceed to

achiev i i i
eve g satisfactory international solution. As a good example, we may
2

mention the World Weather Watch Programme of the Vorld HMeteorological
Organization for the use of metearological satellites

W1/adv A/C.1/32/PV.L3
81

{Mrs. Sundberg, Sweden)

Ve welcome the measures taken by the Outer Space Committee to establish
7o centres for the United Nations activities in the field of remote sensing.
gurther measures should be taken to gtimulate international co-ordination,
and here the United Nations has an important role to play.

The concentration of technology emong a few countries. can give rige to
Particular problens as far as remote sensing_is concerned. An undeniable

fact is that a sensing State will always be in possession of all data

coilected by its own remote sensing satellites,while other States, not possessing

satellites, do not have an automatic access to such information. This inequality

should be balanced, and we believe that the maximum benefit for all can be

: secured by arranging for as free and”timely gvailability of data as possible

- on reasonable terms Tor all countries.

The problem and interests of the developing countries should be given
particular attention. The formation of an international body would make this
rossible. International co-operation and participation would be agsured and
prevention of misuse guaranteed.

We should also assist the developing countries in building up their own
cepacity to use remote sensing. Here the United Nations Space Applications
Programne and other sctivities merit particular attemtion. We note with
satisfaction the valuable work carried out by the United Nations Expert on
Space Applications and the effective menner in which he is implementing the
United Nations Programme with the limited funds available. The Programme should
be expanded considerably in order to help the developing countries to use space
techniques.

In order to show its support my Government has put $50,000 at the
disposal of the Programme for the first on-site training seminar to be held
in Kenya in 1978.

An important item on the agenda of the Outer Space Committee is the
question of a moon treaty. Ve believe that a solution of this question should
be based on the concept that all nations, regardless of their level of
developnent, should enjoy equally the fruits of exploitation of the natural

resources of the moon and other celestial bodies as those resources should

be regarded as the common heritage of mankind.
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The question of holding a United Mations conference on cuter space was
@iscussed extensively at the last meeting of the Committee. ¥e share the
view and support the propesal that a task force should be established to look i
2ll the issues involved. The task force should explore the feasibiiity
and usefulness of holding a United Fations conference on outer space. This
will represent an advance in the congideration of the question but would not
prejudge the timing of any such conference.

Before concluding, I should like to express our gratitude to the
Secretariat and its head, Mr. Perek,.for thelr many valvable studies and
reports, as well as their untiring work to assist the work of the Outer

Space Committee and its two Sub-Committees.

Mr. MARKER (Pakistan): My delegation has read with the greabest
interest the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Oubter Space
in document A/32/20, and takes this opportunity to convey iits warmest
appreciation to the members of the Committee, and in particular to its
Chairman, Mr. Peber Jankowitsch of Austria, and its Rapporteur,

Mr. Tindenberg Sette of Brazil.

My delegation would also wish to recovd its warm appreciation of the
skilful manner in which My, Carver of Australia steered the deliberations
of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, and to Mr. Wyzner of
Poland who chaired the Legal Sub~Committee with such distinction for 8o
many years.

Pakistan attaches great importance to the work of the two Sub-Committees,
the Legal Sub-Cormititee and the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, and
my delegation would wish at this stage to submit a few comments on the
useful work performed by both these bodies.

On the draft treaty relating to the moon, my delegation notes that some
progress remains to be made in finalizing the draft treaty, and that at
present there are difficulties in conpexion with the terminology "wommon
heritage of menkind” used in the text. In this connexion, my delegation

supports the request made from some other delegations for a fuller meaning

and the implications of this terminology.

AW fadv

A/C.1/32/PV. 43
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(Mr. Marker, Pakistan)

On the subject of the elaboration of principles governing the use by

gtates of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting,

‘ py delegation fipnds itself in general agreement with the preamble and

" onsultation and agreements between States”.
With regard to paragraph 3, Pokistan has serious reservations about the
present formulation and we feel that this should be suitably modified to
ensure that the phenomenon of "spill over', and other connected radiation
problems, are not put to abuse for meking unauthorized television broadcasts
to neighbouring States. Pakistan feels that this precaution is particularly
important for safeguarding the interest of Smaller countries which have

larger countries in the neighbourhood, and especially when the larger

countries possess very well-developed space technology. Furthermore,

the Pakistan delegation supports the viewpoint that the co-ordinating role

of the United Nations in this area should extend not only to future operational
remote sensing satellites, but also to the pre~operational and experimental
satelliites, particularly so as to ensure that all nations get the full

benefits of this techmology, and to co-ordinate furbher the standardization

of ground receiving equipment, as well as ‘the equipment for the analysis and
interpretation of the data so received. The role of the United Nations can
become very vital in ensuring the world-wide distribution of data obtained
from the satellites and as a result of the standardization of receiving
equipment.

So far as the remote sensing of the earth from space is concerned,
Pakistan supports the concept of completely free dissemination of remotely
sensed data to all countries of the world, even in cases where the data is
of high resolution, such as 30 metres or better.

Pakistan fully supports the position that the definition and delimitation
of outer space and outer space activities need to be resolved as soon as
possible. Such a solution not only would help in exercising control by an

international body of the future on the activities in space of Member States,
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but also would help in some measure to control and monitor the use of space
technology for military purposes. In thié.context, Pakistan reiterates its
stand that in order to ensure that the activities of Member States are confined
to peaceful uses alone, an international ;fganization such as the International
Space Agency should be set up under the aegis of the United Nations, and
patterned on lines éimilar'to the In%ernational Atomic Erergy Agency.

If there is an inadequacy of funds af present at the disposal of the
United Nations Outer Space Committee, then measures should be taken to
rectify this shortage, and meanwhile, as a first step, the Pakistan
delegation would urée the need for“%he United Nations to play a stronger
co~ordinating role in the application of space programmes for peaceful
purposes.,

My delegation has read with interest the paper circulated by the,
Soviet delegation during the twentieth session of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on the questions relating to geostationary
orbits. My delegation expresses the hope that the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee will be able to examine at its Fifteenth session
the physical nature and technical attributes of the geostationary orbit,
with a view to enabling the study of all its aspects for its utilization,

as has already been recommended by the Committee.

A/C.1/32/PV. 43
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(Mr. Marker, Pakistan)

The Pakistan delegation supports the idea of holding a United Nations
conference devoted exclusively to dea;ing with outer space matters. We note
+with satisfaction the preliminary ste@é taken in that connexion, such as the
composition of the task force which was recommended by the Scientific and
pechnical Sub-Committee. Ve understand that ﬁhis task force, whose
menbership will be open to all the members of the Outer Space Committee,
would meet at the time of the holding of the fifteenth session of the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee, and we wish to assure the members of this
Copmittee that the Pakistan delegation will do its best to ensure a substantive

and constructive contribution to the deliberatlions of that task force.

The CHAIRMAN: I should like to announce that Porbugal and the

United Republic of Cameroon have joined in sponsoring the draflt resolution

contained in document A/C.1/32/L.43,

The meeting rose at 6,25 p.m.




