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The meeting was called to order at 10.50 a.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 35 AND 36 (continued)

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION TN THE FRACEFUL USHES OF OUT#R SPACE: RiEFORT OF THE
COMMITTER ON THE PRACEFUL USES OF CUTER SPACH

PREPARATTICON OF AN INTHRVATIONAL CONVENTION ON PRINCIPLES GOVARVING TH USH BY
STATES OF ARTIFICTAL ZARTH SATELLITES FOR DIRECT TELAVISION BROADCASTING:
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEZE ON THE PRACEFUL USaS OF OUTER SPACE ( A/32/20;
A/C.1/32/L.39 and Corr.l, 1.42 and L.43)

Mr. STEPHANIDES ( Cyprus): I wish at the outset to register my
delegation's deep appreciation for the leadership provided by the Chairman
of the Committee on the Feaceful Uses cof Outer Space, Mr. Jankowitsca
of hAustria, and through him to commend the members of that Committee for
the constructive work deme during the past year,

The wyear 1977 marks the twentieth anniversary of wan's first venture
into outer space, as well as the tenth anniversary of the enlry into force
of the outer space Treaty. Uver since space technology has increasing found
its application in various fields, such as communicaticns, earth resources

survey and many other appropriate areas. It is therefore understandable

that my delegation, like all other delegations which have preceded me, sttaches

great importance to the work of the Outer Space Commitiee.

Turning to the repcrt which Mr. Jankowitsch so sloquently introduced
to us, my delegation is happy to note that owing Lo the coastructive spirit
of its members the Committee succesded in making further progress by way of
the Tormulation of additional principles relating to remote seansing of
2arth resources.

In my delegation's view, the priaciple of the sovereignty of States over
their natural resources should be safeguarded, while at the same Time all
efforts should be exerted to ensure an agreed extension of the benefits of
remote sensing of earth resources to developing couatrieg. An example din

point are the meteoroleogical and eavironmental data collected by remote
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psing activibies which could, in our opinion, te freely available for the
spefit of ull States. However, it is with regret that we note that the
ommittee was unable to achieve progress on the draft treaty relating to

he moon.

The Cyprus delegation maintains that, as in the case of the deep sea-led
nd by the same analogy, the mwoon and its natural resources are the common
eritage of mankind and therefore their commercial exploitation should be

dertaken only in accordance with an interaational régime.

My delegation woulé alsc like to voice support of the views already

‘expressed by a anumber of other speaskers concerning the need for considerable

nerease in the budget available to the United Nations dxpert on Space

pplications, to enable him to enhance further the effectiveness of the

‘relevant United Nations programme. We wigsh in this respect to commend

‘the Expert for the effective way in which he has carried out the relevant

programme.

With regard to the issue of the enlargement of the Committee on Outer

Space, my delegation is of the opinion that, while every consideration should
: e given to the imperative need for manageability of the Committee, Tthere is
“nevertheless room for the requested enlargement without impairing its effectiveness.
;It is the hope of my delegation that a coasensus will finally be reached To

“this effect.

T should be remiss if I were to conclude my statement without pointing

“out the sad reality of the international commuaity's being in a positicn
“effectively to break through and amicably resolve thorny issues pertaining
to the law of the sea or outer space and yet find it so difficult to solve -

- through the application of the relevant provisions of the Charter on which

the founding fathers of the Charter based the whole edifice of the

United Nations - fundamental earthly issues involving the peace and security

- of mankind.

Therefore, if I may be permitted this deviation, I wish to express

the hope that the political will of the menbers which is so aptly manifest

 in the deliberations of the Oubter Space Committee will fipgally cease to te

lacking in the deliberations of the Security Council on issues so vital to
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humanity and which perbain to international peace and security, such as the
question of Cyprus cn which repeated unanimous resoluticns of the Security
Council remain wholly unimplemented, precisely because of the lack of the
political will of its members - and more particulariy its permanent members -
to apply the relevant provisions of the Charter providing for the effective

implementation of its resolutions.

Mr. KAJAL (Nigeria): Flease permit we to express through you,

Mr. Chairman, my delegation's appreciation to Mr. Jankowitsch of Austria,
the Chairman of the Committee on the Feaceful Uses of Cuter Space, for the
great competence with which he handled the Committee's affairs and for ably
presenting its report to the First Committee last Monday. T also wish to
thank the Austrian Government for being host to “he weeting of the Ccumittee
on Outer Space earlier this year and for the generous hospitality extended
to the representatives at the Coaference.

This is a special anaiversary year as far as the subject of ouber gpace
is coacerned. A few weeks ago the twentieth anniversary of the launching
of the first satellite, the first Sputnik, iato space was marked. This year
also marks the twentieth anniversary of the setting up of the Committee on
the Feaceful Uses of Cuter Space, as well as the tenth anniversary of the
best~known internatiorsal instrument in the field of outer space: the
Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the #xploration
and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.
In a year like this there is need to reflect on the past and to take siock
of what has been achieved; there is also a need to set targets for the Ffuture.

Since our independeace in 1960, Nigeria has taken interest in outer space
technclogy, particularly in the earth applications area. We establiched
automatic picture tranmission tracking staticns for weather satellites almost
immediately after cur independence so that we could get timely warning of any
changes in the weather that might be harmful to transportation, in particular

air transportation.
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' glso established a tracking station for satellite communications. Ve
ve also set up the institutional framework, which needs to be further
rengthened, in the field of remote sensing. My Government is determined
expand activities in this field at the national level. We will also
vk closely with the proposed African Council on Remote 3ensing for
programmes in the context of the continent of Africa., My delegation believes
ﬁhat the remote sensing technique is of particular relevance to the continent
. this time in order to let the continent's planners know in time the resources
ailable.
Having shown that the Nigerian delegation is very interested in the
rk of the Juter Space Committee, I should now like to give my delegation's
ev regarding a number of the current issues that are before the Committee.
Regarding the draft treaty relating to the moon which is before the Ilegal
dub-Committee, my delegation wishes o state, as it has done in other forums,
fhat the concept of the common heritage of natural resources foundé there
éhould not present much difficulty. My deiegation understands the concern
of the major nations which have much to offer in termg of Ttheir national
esourcas to make any exploeitation of the mocn possible. But those nations
lso have obligations they owe to mankind as the result of their activities
.n outer space. Because of those activities it is fair to say that the
gecurity of mankind could be threatened. In an era when there is a growing
clief that there may be extraterrestrial civilizations it is only Jlogical
ﬁhat every gainful exploibation of the moon and other celestial Dbodies
‘should have the blessings of all mankind. Ve cannot expect any possible
opponents from outer space to understand our divisions on earth, Tt is
;Only fair therefore that all mankind should have the right to benefit from
fthe exploits as they have the ccumen Janger from those exploits, My delegatlon
;is therefore of the view that the concept of a common heritage of resources

‘should be extended to all other celestial bodies.
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As regards the legal implications of remote sensing, my deiegation
vishes to reiterate cur often expressed view that in any international
instrument on remote sensing the principle of safeguards of sovereign rights
of the "sensed" States over information from those Stabes ought to be
inciuded. My delegation recognizes the important part that remote sensing
could play in the economic and social development of the less developed
regions of the world. We recognize, in particular, the important part
remote sensing could play in such areas as the Sahel region of West Africa.

In this region where water is the critical resource, we believe remote

sensing technology could e used for the benefit of mankind., But my
delegation feels strongly about sensing of developing countries without
putting the information at their disposal because we believe that without these
rights there could be ecconomic subjugation of the developing countries through
this technology. I will even go further and say that failure fo provide the
informaticn to the "sensed” State should be regarded as piracy. When we hear
of developing countries wishing to alienate portions of thelr territories

"for unrestricted right of use” by foreigners, then our fears are not
unfounded., Furthermore, my delegation knows of the collaboration of some
States with South Africa in the area of remote sensing. Those States even
have thelr naticnal centres for such endeasvours in Pretoria. The African
countries know what such a collaboration means. When we ask that the
principle of safeguard of sovereign rights of the "sensed" States over
information ppn rescurces from those SBtates be included in any legal instrument
concerning remote sensing, therefore, it is out of genuine corcern,

My deiegation has followed with interest the question regarding the
principles guiding direct breadcasting by satellite, In itself the principle
is a laudable one. My delegation, in particular, would be very happy to see

that there iz unfettered information from Africa to the world. I say Africa

because that is the region T am very familiar with, But the point is that the very

delegaticns clamouring for unfettered information would ironically stand in

the way of such information reaching Thelr population, Because of the different

levels of technological development of the States of the world and because of

the mode of cperations of the informetion media around the world, it is neither
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wt nor is it fair %o embark on this course widch conld ceiloasi” JeopeTdize
" interests of the developing countries. My delegation therefore favours the
clusion reached by the Yorld Administrative Radio Conference (TIARC) at
meeting held in Ceneva earlier this year, nem=ly thet = Jirre wishing to
e an international broadcast by satellite to another needs to obtain the
greement of the receiving State.
Until recently, to many people in the developing countries confronted
th many immediate problems, consideration of o eaiione regarding outer space
;d not seem relevant. EBven today for meny people in the developing countries,
Lestions relating "o outer space are still thought of as a pastime for the
ich States. Yet one cannot deny today the impact of space technology on

n activities in general. ©Space technology encourages areas like high

puntries that possess space technology, as well as other members of the
ommittee on Outer Spece, to recognize such a trend., It is precisely because
f.this that my delegation encourages dialogue as vecards the verious draft
Esolutions submitied to this Commitltee tlet tend to volarize opinlions

ﬁ the Committee. Ve certainly believe that these draft resolutions will

ot e pressed to a vote, .

& Finally, please perpmit me to express my delegation's appreciation to

he OQuter Space Division. To some of us from the developing countries

countries in the field of outer space technology. We particularly thank

Programmes on an annual basis; and the Syedish Government for providing
a small but symbolic grant for encouraging on-the-gpot training in outer

Space technolegy in the developing countries.
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Mr. JACOBSEN (Norway): Let me ot the outset teke the opportunity to

convey to the Chalrman and members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Cuter Space my Government's appr-ciation of that Committeel!s endeavours to
develop the rule of law in the peaceful exploration znd use of outer space.
The activities of th= Committes and its sub-orgens are being Zollowed with
interest and attention by the Norwegian authorities, as they are fully aware
of the political and economic implications of the matters under discussion.

One guestion to which my Government attaches pasrticular interest and
importance is the work relating to direct television breadcasting by
satellites., We have noted with satisfaction that considerable progress has
teen achieved during the wzetings of the Legal Sub-Committee this year,
and that 1t has been possible to formulate a tentative text of a principle
of "Consultation and agreements between States", as well as a draft presmble.
We hope this will inspire the Comittee to achieve further progress. We
are aware, however, that what remains to be solved is the very core of the
problems - nemely, the relationship between the broadcasting State and the
recelving State. Let me take this opportunity to reiterate the positien
of my Government on this question.

The Norwegian Goverrmment is firmly commitied to the principle of freeedom
of information, and is not in a pesition to eccept rules of international law
that may hamper freedom of expression, including the freedom to seek, receive
and impart information,regardless of frontiers. One must not permit
"national interests" to serve as an excuse to impose censorship or otherwise
circumvent the basic right to information that all people have. However,

e balance must be found that also takes account of the interests and
integrity of the receiving States.

It goes without saying that this balance of interests is rather delicate,
but an agreement must be reached to avolid unilateral action. If might be
even more difficult for a small nation to preserve its cultural and linguistic
identity with an increased uncontrolled flow of information. The continuing
influence of ofther countries with a different cultural and linguistic
background -~ especially those eccuniries with a considerable technological
end economic basis - might ccntritute to erssing naticnal features that the

receliving countries would like to preserve. Bub we frust that these problems

|
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pe solved, if approached in an atmosphere. of good will and openmindness.
¢ joint Canadian-Swedish initiatives could, in our opinlon, serve as a
ful besis to achieve this goal.
. Another area ‘to which my Government also attaches importance is remote
ising of earth resources. We have noted with satisfaction that the
al Sub-Committee has been able to formulate the texts of six additional
;ft prineiples, and we hope that further progress will be achieved, even
‘there still seem to be considerable differences of principle on certain
uestions of importance.
.“ At ite lest meetings the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee agreed
nelude in its fubure programme the question of detecting and menitoring
1lusion of the environment by meeans of remote sensing from space. This
gestion was later endorsed by the Outer Space Committee. At the same
me, that Committee also endorsed a recommendation from the Sub-Committee
at the Secretariat should prepare for the next session of the Sub-Committee
document summarizing the present state of knowledge on this particular
gpace application.

The detecting and monitoring of pollution is a field of conslderable

interest to my Government. Envirommental questions have come very munh to

the fore lately, particularly in the 19708, There is every reason to
lieve that this tendency will continue. T think it is fair to say that
dividuals, orgenizatioms and Governments alike attach increasing importance
to these questions. The problems of poilution of the environment are,
ﬁowaver, quite often of an international character, and have conseguently
io be solved on an international level. This view has, in the opinion of
my Government, met with steadily increasing acceptance in the world
community. Within the framework of the Economic Ccmmission for Europe (ECE)
and the @rganization of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
particularly, we have seen a deepening &s well as a widening of international
o~operation to fight pollution. My Government welcomes this development

nd supports it whole-heartedly. Fvidence of this support is the importance
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Pollution of the environment might well be considered as one of the
greatest threats to mankind. Thevefore, we ought to welcome the tools that
nev technology puts at our disposal to master this problem. Remote sensing
may turn out to be one such new important tool. Remote sensing may provide
us with more and better informetion about pollution in general, or polluticn
a particular region, or give us the state of poliution in connexion with

accldents, such as oil blow-outs. Efficient action in a particular field can

only be taken on the basis of sufficient, accurate and up-to-date information
That is why my Govermment attaches Importance to this decision by the Commi ttes
We hope that in the future remote gensing will dev
practical tool, as far as the fighting of pollution is concerned.

Allow me, in this connexion, also to mention that remote sensing might
pat at our disposal the possibility of a surveillance of fisheries, fish
resources, and activities cn the continentsl shelf ard within the ecorcmic
zones, as well as the tracking of icehergs. These are all fields where
Norway has special interests.

The Committee has in its report stressed the importance of the

compatibility of the different pre-operational or experimental remote sensing

satellite systems. The Norwegian delegation agrees with this view. The

resources available are limited, and the operation of remote sensing systems

is expensive in absolute terms. From s Tinancial point of view, = high degree:

of compatibility between systems therefore seems most logical,

In our statement last year we emphasized that all States should be given
access to remote sensing data relating to resources under their jurisdiction.
Further, we particularly stressed the assistance that the remote sensing of
natural resources might render to the developing countries. We therefore
note with satisfaction that the Scientific and Technical Suh-Committee,
enc the Cormistss itself, In thelr discussicns this year, have taken the
Same view,

Finally, I should like to mention that it is the opinion of my delegation
that a United Nations Conference on Cuter Space Matters might prove useful,

provided it is well prepared in advance.

ezlop to become z useful and |
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Tord BOSTON (United Kingdom): TFor the vast majority of people,

Timihed m ous
: i is imi%ed to such glamour
qowledge of matters concerning outer space 1S 15
n

iy s W i identified
twities as spase alks and lunar landlngar;,' and per'naps the odd uni
ctl

T wonder how many people outside the corridors of the

e . Quiter Space are aware of tThe

mited- Nations Committee cn the Peaceful Uses of

xl

i a
1v even to be aware of subjects such as remote sensing and .
. to which the Committee is devoting so

. irect
1ik
television broadcasting by satellite,

Wey 1v S tates Of
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se new fields, from both the legal and “e:hnical

Tt is their responsibility not only to vhderstand these _
overning their uses and applicatlions
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The year 1977 has not been marked by any dramatic successes within the
United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Gpace. It has
nonetheless been an important year, and I should like to pay a tribute to
the excellent work of Mr. Jankowitsch and his Committee. As each year
goes by, we develop s greater understanding both of the complexities of
outer space and of the new technologies that can be applied to it. The
new technologies that are the particulsr concern of the Committee in its
activities need increasingly more, rather than less, deliberation on the paxrt
of Member States. But because our knowledge and understanding are incomplete
and are being constantly added to, the Committee should resist the temptation
to adopt in haste internationally legally binding principles, on whatever
subject, that would impose a universal regime on States and individuals for
the foreseeable fubture.

I do not wish to dwell at length on the space activities of the
United Kingdom for 1977. Our involvement in outer space is now very much more
international than national. This is shown by our substantial commitment
to the Buropean Space Agency. We are playing a full part in the Agency's
sclentific and telecommunications programmes. We ngturally share the
disappointment of our fellow Member States this year at the partial failure
of the GECS mission and the loss of the orbital test satellite following
launch failures. Ve hope, however, that these missions wi™- be successfully
completed by their respective backup satellites. Ve hope also tlat the
Maritime Orbital Test Satellite (MARCTS) will escape similar misfortune.

It would be appropriate at this point to mention that it is also our gennine
hope that MAROTS will be adopted, as the basis of its operational requirements,
by the International Maritime Satellite Organization (INMARSAT), which will

be holding the second plenary session of its preparatory committee at the

end of this month.

I should like, if I may, to turn now to the subject of remote sensing.
Discussions on this question have been moving slowly forward in both the Legal
bub~Committee and the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, where the main
obstacles to progress at the moment afe, on the legal side, the question of

dissemination of remotely sensed data and information, and, on the scientific
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hnical side, the classification of information according to spatial
ec

. . C i ce
tion and other criteria. These are issues of enormous significance.
uti

O

C

1
uinely fear thal they might be the unwitting vietims of unfalr commercia
gen

d
; dustrlal e:*{pl01tat10n. I should like to reiterate a comment that 1 made
D.

gpeech last year in the First Committee. I then drew attention to the
te~
d to strike a balance between the requirements of States that have a remo
d.
s;ing satellite capabllity and those to whom these techniques may be applie
1n

h a balance must take into account the global potential of remote sensing -

its beneficial applications to all mankind. With that in mind, my

ernment believes that such benefits can be realized only by limiting to )
lowest mitually acceptable minimum any restrictions in the guiding principles
erning remote sensing, especially those that concern directly th? freet N
semination of remotely sensed data and information derived from it. It wi

. . 11
e time to achieve this balance, but my Government holds the view that it wil

fime well spent and fo the lasting advantage of all. .
Tf only a small amcunt of progress has been made on the form?laﬁfon of
al principles, I think that ve can take considerable satisfaction in
useful advance that has been made during 1977 on other asprcts of rem?t? -
n51ng The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee has arrived at a definition
\ prlmary data" and "analysed information” that should enable the Legal
~Committee to pursue its discussions on guiding principles with greater

At the Main Committee's meeting in Vienna in June, it was also

cision. -
nd Technical

sreed that the agenda item on remote sensing for the Scientific a

tb-Committee's next session should include mabters of global co-ordination.

We attach
My Govermment considers that this is a very useful step forward. te atta

.  petion
gat importance to such matters as complementarity of systems, standardizatbi

i stems.
d compatapility of primary data, and ownership and management of future sysve

ilable
T'the full advantages of this new technique are to become generally availa ;

d in particular for developing countries, these are all matters that will

) i al
quire careful considerabtion. My Government was encouraged that its propos

i chnigues
monitoring environmental pollution through the use of remote sensing te Q

—
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was accepted for inclusion in the work of the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee. We hope that, in its own small way, this may contribute:someg
to making the world a better place in which to live.

I turn now to direct television broadcasting by satellite. Mcdest prog
has been made on the Tormulation of principles governing the use by States o
artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting. I think tha
we can claim to have a much clearer idea of the uses and implications of thi
new technology following the 1977 Vorld Administrative Radio Conference (WAR
in Geneva. e now know that there are very precisely defined technical
constraints regarding State-to-State broadeasting, and we can be in no doubt
as to the importance of the meticulous and responsible consideration that
the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) has given to the drawing up
of the Vorld Plan for international use of the 12 Ghz fregquency band for
brosdcasting sateilites.

My Govermment submitted a werking paper at the sixteenth session of the
Legal-Sub-Committee in which we argued that technical constraints in State-to-
State broadcasting eliminated the need for a principle on prior consent.

Ve still hold firmly to that view. However, recognizing the various anxieti
of other States members of the Outer Space Committee, we continue to

maintain an attitude of flexibility as to how differing views on the gub ject
may be reconciled. The principle entitled "corsultation and agreements betwee
States" is unquestionably the mest difficult. For us to arrive at s form

of words in which the differing views on "agreement and/or arrangements”" ard
on the difficult question of overspill can be accommedated to everyone's
satisfaction, must depend on a general spirit of goodwill and compromise.

It may also involve a review of some of those principles already agreed upon.

In working tcwards a set of principles for direct television broadcastiné
by sateilite, we cannot fail to be gulded by ITU regulations. The World 4
Agreement and Associabed, Pilan, drawn up and agreed on at the World Administrat
Radio Conference TT, will become legally binding on all signatories of the
Final Acts on 1 Jamwary 1979; and under a resclution of the Conference it

has been unanimously resolved to treat them as legal instruments until that da
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. all organs of the ITU to be guided by them. Regardless of whether
or

is members of the Cuter Space Coumittee consider the ITU reguisticns on
t television broadcasting by satellites adequate by Themselves, where
pelate to direct State-to-State broadcasting by satellite and t? the .
stion of overspill, any principles drawn up by the Legal Sdb—Commlftee mus
those regulations into account and ensure that there is no conflict or
. iction of interests.
ﬁtrid:EZizd like also to refer to the proposed conference on outer space.

tovernment has expressed its reservations on the usefulness of such a
Ve remain to be convinced that the expense that 1t

7 learly enough.
"erence clearly o

.d involve can be justified by the subject-matter for discussion.

icult to envisage what items can be usefully discussed in such a forum that
ﬁot already have a natural place in existing United Nations bodies. However,
have accepted the establishment of a small task force to consider all

i tat’s invitaticn to
‘Pactors involved and are responding to the Secretariat’s invi

mit comments by 30 November.
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We have before us the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer

I should like to weke a brief observation on the suggestion that the Outer e, which is the result of 1its twentieth session. The Committee and its
2

Space Committee should be enlarged. My delegation appreciates the desire for 7 Sub-Committee have already formulated four important interraticral instruments

wider participation in the Committee's work. But we helieve that before amy T . uter srace activities, which are in force at present, and a large number of

reaching decision is taken the Outer Space Committee should be given the ates are parties to them. At present, other instruments are being prepared.

opportunity to explore the possible ways of widening participation in its work ;the first place, we consider thet the draft treaty relating to the mocn if

and the effects of any such enlargement on its work. iy important and we completely agree with the view that the Legal SubTCommlttee
To conclude, some aspects of man's activities in outer space are spectacul 5uld at its seventeenth session continue to consider this as a guestion of

that is to say, eye~catching. Likevise, some United Nations bodies are much more

in the world limelight than others. The Fact that the Committee keeps itself

yat priority. My delegation believes that this draft treaty must be concluded

early as possible and adopted as scon as 1s feasible.

in the background, leads an existence virtually unknown to all except the few  We also believe that the Legal Sub-Committee must continue to pay much attention
initiated, and deals with matters on outer space unlikely to abttract headline a give priority to the legal implications of remote sensing of the earth,

hews, in no way detracts from the vital importance of the work with which it _ d we wish to point out that we consider that the work donme by that Sub-Committee
has been entrusted. The Ffocus of attention in the Committee is currently on Es been satisfactory in:this respect.

the two new technologies of remote sensing on the one hand and direct television We consider it very positive that the Legal Sub-Committee has succeeded in
broadcasting by satellite, in the context of State-to-State broadeasting, king considerable progress in drafting the principles which are to govern the
on the other. Their future values and benefits to mankind will depend to a e by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting.
very considerable extent on the form of international régime that the Outer =E attach paramount importance to arriving at international agreements on thi?
Space Committee creates for their uses and applications. The same thing can subject, because of the dangers of not having legal instruments, since certain

be said for other technologies related to outer Space which we can expect ypes of broadcasting might run counter 4o the sovereignty and integrity of

to appear in the future. My hope is that the Committee will continue to be States, which furthermore would jeopardize relations among States and international
guided, now and alwvays, by the spirit of compromise, coneiliation and :éace and security.

flexibility which has been the hallmark of its work since its inception. ' Tt is a matter of great satisTaction for us to see the growing particlpation |

: of the developing countries in the work of the Committee, and that participationand

i . . i

L Mr. SATUP (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): Twenty years ago, he concern Tor this subject has also been manifested in the number of delegations
on 4 October 1957, Soviet technology astounded the world by lgunching the first :

of those countries which have participated in this debate. w
Sputnik. This was proof of the many advances which socialism brought to the Bearing in mind the interest of many States belonging to different 1}

country of Lenin. The Soviet triumph represented a milestone in the development geographical areas in becoming members of the Ccommittee o ags to offer ideas I
of mankind. Tt was the beginning of a whole new era: the cosmic era. Ten years and suggestions on the legal and scientific aspects which ere under discussion, |
é after this achievement, the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of our delegation believes that the number of meubers of the Committee on the
§ States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Peaceful Uses of Outer Space should be increased.
? Celestial Bodies, came into force. Cuba, as our Minister for Foreign Affairs, _ ' The advances of science and technology have added to the store of knowledge

of the General Assembly, is a party to trat Treaty.

i
Isidoro Malmierca, pointed out during his statement at this thirty-second session and means necessary for the use of outer space for the benefit of mankind W
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and fo i
T use by States. In this respect we consider that scientific co-operatiso

between developed and developing countries must play a major role

Our country, within the soecialist community , actively participates in the

communications system by means of inter-Sputnik satellites, and we are also

part of the inter-Cosmos programme carried out by the socialist countries

As x raft - e 3 3
egards draft resoluiion A/C.l/g?/L.p? and Corr.., recommended by the

Cecmmittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spacs, we should like to point out thatk

T arradd y - i Y ]
delegation supperts it because of its signficance for the developmen

. : i .lr O:[ i n tEI na, bl
co-ope calnd |
peration in matters pertainirs to the explorat ion and use of ouber space

- ?

1 g = 9

' As ve indicated earlier, Cuba is a party to the Treaty and recognizes its
importance for the development of a legal order in this sphere of human
activity, which is becoming increasingly.necessary from day to day becavse of

the advances of science and technology.

Finally, our delegation shaves the interest of severgl countries in

holding a United Nations conference on outer Space
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Mr. HARRY (Australia): The annual debate on the report of the
1al Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space gives us the opportunity
%ake note of international developments and'events, and o exchange
mation on our natlional programmes, as well as to review the work of
T, : ommittee.
We have in the past year witnessed further developments which
onstrate man's increasing efforts to explore outer space and use it
errestrial purposes. During the year tests have been made proving
1anding capabilities of the shuttle orbiter, and the programme by
¢h the space shuttle will introduce a new era in space technology is
ning to schedule. This development brings closer the day when the
ace shuttle system will be operational, reducing significantly the cost
placing many types of pay loads into orblt and providing in particular
cconomic means to send quite small pay loads into space. There 1s now
eal prospect for the development of specialized space manufacturing
ustries.
 This year also saw the launching for the first time of spacecraflt
ipgned to meke observations, at much closer distances than has before
een possible, of the outer planets of the solar system. Yle congratulate
» engineers of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration on the
uccessful launching and adjustment of Voyager I and Voyager IL. Some of
s had the interesting experience last Jure of recording messages in
ious langusges as part of the "Sounds of Earth" to be carried by the
picecraft in case they should ever be investigated by extraterrestrial
telligence. This exercise was symbolic of the excellent co-~operation
e are developing in outer space matters and reaffirmed our common
ﬁmanity. I suggest in this connexion that we need to make sure that
bjects projected from planet Earth can do no harm tc other parts of the
Universe just as those brought back from other planets must not disrupt our
n environment.
T shall not in this debate take up the Committee's time by giving a
tailed sccount of Australian activities in the outer space fleld over
be last year, Ve usually give such a résumé during the meetings of both the

rent Committee and the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and shall

il
}
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again do so next year. However, there is one major development which has
taken place since the twentieth meeting of the Outer Space Committee which
will, I think, be of interest to the First Commitiee. The Australian
Government has amnounced that it will establish in the near future
facilities for receiving and processing pictures, imagery from the

United States LANDSAT earth resources technology satellites. The
facilities, which are estimeted to cost $&.2 millior will comprise a
setellite tracking and receiving station near Alice Springs and & data
processing centre. The facilities, which will be Australian-owned and
operated, are expected to begin operation towards the end of 1979.

From its central location at #lice Springs, the receiving station will

be able to obtain high-resolution photographic imagery of every part of
the continent. The highly detailed images received will have important
applications in fields such as mapping and minerals exploration,
estimating crop yields, assessment and management of water resources,
management of land wresources and the envircrnment generally, and
monitoring of floode and hushfires.

The Austrelian Govermment is also studying the feasibility of using
domestic satellites in Australia to upgrade telephone and television
services. There Is no need for me to emphasize to you, Mr. Chairman, or
to representatives of Brazil or China or Canada or the United Sitates or
the Soviet Union, the difficulties of estavlishing efficient and
inexpensive communications across a continent as vast as ocurs. While
existing communications are excellent for the great majority of our
people, domestic satellite communication would bring first-class
telephone and television facilities to all Australians. Tt would provide
equal access to these facilities no metter how isclated might be the
home of any Australian. On the basis of the studies made so far, it is
estimated that establishment of such a domestic communication sate . ite

system for the Australian continent would cost around $35 miliion.

: A/C.1/32/PV .46
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(Mr. Harry, Australia)

It is now 20 years since the Outer Space Committee was established.
iring that time the Conmittee hae played = ﬁajor role in formulating an
3ternaﬁional legael régime covering the use of outer space. We must
ot, however, ilose sight, as we extend the area of co—operatio?, of the
mportant principles which have already been yidely, if not universally,
scepted. 1In particular, we mst reinforce our determination that outer
pace rpust be kept free of armed conflict; it mist remain for all time
ﬁ arena exclusively for peaceful emulaticn and co-operation.

The Committee currently has before it several lssues which are in
he process of discussion and negotiation and when it completes its work
i these matters further additions will be made to the body of outer space
aWe

A major issue which has been occupying the attention of the Legal
b-Committee has been the drafting of the set of guidelines by which
tates would agree to regulate direct television broadeasting by satellite.

Significant existing differences of opinion still have to be overcome
efore we can reach agreement on this set of gulding principles. But the
ork of the Legal ‘Sub-Committee on this matter 1s not being conducted In
solation. The consideration given to technical regulations by the
nternational Telecommunication Union (ITU) and at the World
dministrative Radio Conferences provide a framework of international
wles with which guiding principles being negotiated within the Legal
ub-Committee can and indeed must be consistent and co-ordinated. There
ave been some proposals made within the Legal Sub-Committee which would
ave the effect, in my delegation's view, of giving guiding principles
for direct television broadcasting by satellite a legal status superior

to existing ITU instruments. Such proposals must be approached with
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have noted with interest the study which the Secretariat commissioned
the Committee on Space Research of the International Council of
Scientific Unions to prepare. My delegation regards this as a very
useful study, since we have been grappling in the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee with the issue of capabilities of existing
sensors in order to be able to consider within the legal Sub-Committee a
set of principles by which remote sensing of the earth by satellite may
be conducted. The study to which I have referred should be of great
assistance to the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee next year.

In response to the growing interest in gquestions which have been
raised in connexion with placing in space of satellites in geostationary
orbit, this question was considered by the Outer Space Committee at its
last meeting. It decided that the Scientific and Technicel Sub-Committas
should examine the physical nature and technical attributes of the
geostationary orbit with a view to enabling the study of different
aspects of its utilization. The Outer Space Affsirs Division has also
already circulated a useful background paper on this subject. My
delegation considers that, given the various questions which have been raised
avout the gecstrticos STEL, AT amawne i he Gl baptiTia s
Techrdlerl Srh-Conmitbes of the characteristics of the erbit siowld be made
before we address other aspects, including lepal questions.

Another new development at the meeting of the Outer Space Committee
in Vienna was the decision that at the next meeting of the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee a working group should be established to
consider the question of the convening of a second outer space
conference, Justralia strongly supports this idea. We have been
disappointed recently at the lack of progress in regional co-operation
in certain space activities, particularly remote sensing, snd beiieve
that many aspects of this question, particularly ways of achieving
compatibility and complementarity of different remote sensing systems,
need now to be considered in a high-level forum with a broad mandate,

such as an outer space conference.

AJC.1/52 BV 46
g5/14 / /20/

(Mr. Harry, Australia)

There are many areas developing in this rapidly expanding field of
.ochnology which need to be looked at from the standpoint of international
tec
T mentioned earlier in this statement that the era of space

apufacturing is spproaching. This is an area which will raise many

e . .
gifficulties and for which we must anticipate the need for international
1

regulatblon Or guidelines, At the last meeting of the Outer OSpace

Committee, several delegations spoke about the duestion of the need to
regulate messages and signals to extraterrestrial areas, given the
geientific assessment thet intelligent life may exist there. The Outer

gpace Affairs TAivision has provided a very useful background paper on

this subject also.
Tn conclusion, I should like to thank those representatives who have

expressed appreciation of the work of Mr, Carver, as Chairman of the Scientific

and Technical Sub-Committee. T shall not fail to inform Mr. Carver of those

statements.
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Mr. CORREA (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish): To begin with,
I should like to place on record the gratitude of my delegation to
Mr. Peter Jankowitsch for his efficient work as Chairmen of the Commitiee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and our congratulations on his brilliant
introduction to the report covering the twentieth session of thet organ. We
also wish to place on record cur appreciation for the work of
Mr. Bugeniusz Wyzner of Poland and Mr. J. H. Carver of Australia, Chairmen
of the Legal Sub~lfommittee and of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee
respectively.

For several years the question of a treaty on the moon has been conside
in the Committee and in the Legal Sub-Committee. We very much regret to
observe how a large part of valuable and limited time available to the
Sub-Committee was used on an item which would have been concluded a long
time ago had it not been for the opposition of some delegations to declaring
the natural resources of the moon to be the common heritage of all manking.

My delegation is convinced of the need to incorporate in that treaty
that principle and its corollary, that is to say, the decision to establish
an international régime regulating the exploitation of the natural resources
of the moon. The refusal of one of the space Powers to agree to the
convention declaring the moon and its resources to be the common heritage of
mankind - a8 has been stated by a delegation - might constitute the clearest
indication that exploitation of those rescurces is & real possibility.

Furthermore, the exploitation of the natural rescurces of the moon has
been indicated by scientists as the basis for establishing permanent or
temporary settlements in outer space.

When we witness the impressive progress made in the exploration of
outer space since the launching of the first Sputnik, nearly 20 years ago,
the exploitation of the resources of the moon and their full use in space
or earth stations has beccme more a question of economic desirability than

of technical feasibility.

AW /mk/alv A/c.lége/Pv.ué

(Mr. Correa, Mexico)

Nevertheless, my delegation does not consider that this item should
continue to prevent the Legal Sub-Committee from taking up the study of
those questions on its agenda not yet considered or from devoting more
attention to items that are undoubtedly more urgent. My delegation considers
that if at the next session it were not possible to reach an agreement on
this question, the Legal Sub-Committee should consider the need to leave
pending for the time being the item regarding the conclusion of a treaty on
the mocn and begin consideration of the item on the definition and/or
delimitation of outer space and of space activities, and also that it should
devote more time to drafting principles governing remote sensing by satellites.

As regards remote sensing - there are reasons to believe that the
procedure followed so far by the Legal Sub~-Committee could be improved upon
so that in the near future we might attain our objective of drafting a
binding legal instrument incorporating principles goverhing remote sensing
of the earth by satellites. My delegation considers that this procedure
should be the subject of careful consideration by the General Azssenbly at
its thirty-third session, in the light of the work done by the Legal
Sup-Committee on this item at its seventeenth session.

The delegation of Mexico wishes to reaffirm that the sensed State should
have continuous and priority access tc the data and information obtained by
the sensing State on the naturasl resources and environment of the sensed State.
This, in the opinion of Mexico, is an inalienable right deriving from the
principle of full and permarent sovereignty of States and peoples over their
naturael wealth and rescurces.

Reconciling strict respect for the sovereign rights of States and
non-intervention in the internal affairs on the one hand, and the right to
free dissemination of information on the other, constitutes one of the
thorniest problems which the Committee faces in drafting the principles
governing the use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct

television broadcasts.
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{Mr. Correa, Mexico)

(Mr. Correa, Mexico)

he v innovations have | ilitary
For many countries, particularly developing countries, the prevalence of Some of. these space technolopy ilnnovations have purely mil 3

. . . : 5 ful and
unfettered freedom of information over the sovereign rights of States legally spplications. But in other cases, the functions can be both peaceiu

R : s : i race, which
to regulate the exercise of that freedom would mean that they would be exposed wilitary. All of this comstitutes a new element in the axms race,

. £ oot ild llites
to information proceeding from & single source, information that might perhaps is directly related to the régime for outer space. Military satelll ;

ally monitoring devices, have become &n integral part of

be distorted by that unilateral approach, and in the worst case would 1mply the orlgln

risk of interference in internal affairs. strateglc weapons systems for attacks and interceptions. This has aroused

u
The Legal Sub-Committee was able to make considerable progress in drafting irect interest in the development of what has been called "satellite

8 provisional text of a principle on consultations and agreement among States and killers", which represent o threat to space activities for peaceful purposes.
a draft preamble which point the way towards a compramise, which wy delegation
trusts will be arrived at during the seventeenth session of the Sub-Committee.

An element which might help to reach this point of compromise could be
what might be described as the right of reply, which was raised by the delegation
of France at the last session of the Committee.

Having rapidly reviewed the items referred to in greater detail in the

report of the Committee, I should now like to refer o a guestion which is of
concern to my delegabtion: the increasingly intensive use of outer space for
military purposes and its inclusion in the arms race by the two States with the
greatest milltary power in the world.

Until a few years ago, the most important military use of outer space seemed :
to be connected with gathering intelligence data on the emplacement of strategic
weapons and troop movements by reconnaissance satellites.

In the last year, and more specifically in the last few months, the most

advanced space Powers have demonsitrated the refinement of technigues for other

military uses of outer space. Some of these fechniques relate to the use of
satellites to detect the movement of merchant shipping and naval forces in the
oceans, as well as to the secvring of more accurate compilation of data

on military movements on land; to detecting the routes of strategic bowbers; to
determining the irajectory of intercontinental ballistic missiles, or missiles

f launched by submarines, with a view to facilitating their interception with
anti-ballistic missiles, as well as the use of satellites to correct in wmid-course

the trajectory of intercontinental ballistic missiles.
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Those recent developments raise questions of undoubted urgency which,
despite attempts to reach an agreement between the United States and the
Soviet Union to limit the development of satellite-killer systems, require
the vigilagt attention of the international community to complete the
process started by the 1967 Treaty and which Mexico had foreseen in its
outline of a treaty that it submitted to the then Committee on Disarmament,
made up of 18 nations, on 21 June 1963, article I of which provided for
the prohibition of any military measure in outer spsce and on celestial
bodies.

Lastly, I should like to indicate that my delegation views with sympathy
the interest shown by a large number of delegations to meke their contribution
to the Work of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and
its subsidiary organs by proposing an increase in the number of the members
of that Committee from 37 to 47. The General Assembly should accept this
positive proof of co-operation and adopt the draft resolution in document
A/C.1/32/1.43% by consensus. If there is a vote on 1t, my delegation would

vote in favour of that draft resolution.

Mr. UPADHYAY (Nepal): The current debate in this

Commitiee makes us realize, more than any other debate on any of the items

before the General Assenbly, the immense opportunity before mankind to chart
a peaceful course of survival and prosperity; it makes us aware more than
ever of the challenge before mankind and the increasing need for common
effort and co-operative venture to cope with these challenges. If we are
faced with grave problems - and there is no doub® about it that we are -
we must be ready to recognize the opportunities before us, the opportunities
that progress of science and technology has provided us to use them in
tackling our gripping problems. One of the opportunities being provided
to us is mankind's achievement in the field of the knowledge of space
sicence and progress in the field of outer space technology.

This year, the year 1977 - or may I call it the year of 77 -
has been a very important year, especially in the sphere of activities

in outer space. This is the tenth anniversary of the Treaty on Principles
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Governing the Activities of States in the Exploitation and Use of Quter Space,
including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.

The Space Nipangportation System, including the reusable space shuttle
orbiter of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) of the
United States of America has successfully completed the approach aad landing
tests of the first shuttle orbiter. That indicates the progress in the field
of outer space activity aand promises to revolutionize space technology during
the next decade. According to the plan, the shuttle orbiter would become
operational by mid-1980 and an early operational flight would launch the first
space laboratory in & joint NASA/Buropean Space Administration (ZSA) mission
in December 1980.

We are discussing the report of the Committee on the Feaceful Uses of
Outer Space in such an atmosphere of great hope for the future of mankind.

While deuling with a subject like the peaceful uses of outer space ’
for the benefit of mankind, one has a feeling like that of the astronauts
who looked at earth from outer space as their home, their sweet honre, a
home where all their friends and families lived, a home for the eantire human
family; they saw it as a single unit, the good earth, rather than as
this or that nation. That feeling greatly enhances the awareness of the
common destiny of mankind either for its great advancemeat or final doom.
Therefore, this item does not pose only scientific and technical problems
but also the problem of the need tc develop & new world outlook, an outlook
as broad as the vastness of space and as extensive as the universe. It
must give us an insight into our position in the vast universe and broaden
our interest from petty nationalism to the common purpose of mankind.

Eaving said that, let me turn Yo the report of the Committee presided
over by Mr. Jarnkowltsch of Austria.

Tt is gratifying to note that 10 years have passed since the Outer Space
Treaty, the basic legal instrument governing space activities, was adopted.
It is further gratifying to note that the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Quter Space has added drafts for three more international instrumeats to
eliminate the threat of conflict in the area of activity that poses the
greatest challenges and the biggest opportunities for mankind, We note

with satisfaction that there are three other ingtruments in the process of

being finalized.
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However, the fact that the Iegal Sub-Committee has not bteen able to
resolve the question of the legal régime governing the natural resources of
the moon is not quite encouraging. The main difficulty, we have been told,
is related to the question of whether or not such & legal régime should be
based on the principle that the moon and its natural resources are the
common heritage of mankind. Fraankly speaking, we find it rather perplexing.
No nation has claimed sovereignty over any part of the moon, nor laid claims
to any other jurisdiction.
So far as the concept of the common heritage of mankind in the areas
inside the planet earth is coancerned, the claims and counterclaims of the
so-called national jurisdiction have been responsible for weakening the
concept. However, the same cannot apply to the moon. The moon, fortunately,
is beyond the national jurisdiction of all the States on earth. The
problem being encountered by the Iegal Sub-Committee is perhaps caused by the
various interpretations of the term "common heritage of mankind" and its
application when the guestion of the exploitation of the resources of the

moon arises. We hope that the Iegal Sub-Committee will contiaue its efforts
to try to narrow the differences between the various views, taking into
consideration the fact that we have sufficient time to agree upon the methods
of exploitation before technological advancement in the field makes it an
issue of immediate feasibility.

The General Assembly, in its resolution 1721 (XV) of 30 December 1961,
has already commended the principles for the guidance of States in the
exploitation and use of outer space for the benefit of all mankind,
and hes finally pronounced that outer space and celestial bodies are not
subject to national appropriation. BSince we have agreed that it should
te used for the benefit of all mankind, we can therefore declare that it
belongs to all mankind, is the common heritage of mankind and shall not
be used by nation States in their own interests.

Our own experience in the operation of the areas on earth designated
as the common heritage of mankind will guide us to adopt the method of
expioitation and sharing of the natural resources of the moon before such
exploitation becomes technically and economically feasible. We are hopeful
that the Committee will be able to overcome the difficulties regarding the

rrinciple in the near future.

/10 Afc.1/32/PV.L6
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(Mr. Upadhyay, Nepal)

We welcome the progress made by the Iegal Sub-Committee in finalizing
the text of the nine principles relating to some of the main problems in the
~laboration of the principles goveraing the use by States of artificial earth
gatellites for direct televisiocn broadcasting. It is also encouraging to note
:hat it was possible for the Sub-Commitiee to formulate a tentative text
.f a principle on consultation and agreements between States.

We are fully aware of the importance of the use of ILandsat informaticn for
yarious purposes. I our country, we are faced with the grave problem of
iand erosion and the ILandsat information on erosion will be gquite wvaluable
to us. Similarly, we are aware of the use of Iandsat information for the
study of potential land use and so on. We will be happy to see progress
made regarding the legal implications of earth resources survey by remote

sensing satellite.
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; Mr. RASULIL (Afghanistan): At the outset, I would like to take
We shall favour principles that should give every State access to remcte T

this opportunity to convey to the representative of Austria,
sensing data relating to resources under its sovereign jurisdiction and

Mr. Jarkowitsch, my delegation's appreciation of the useful work
we shall favour a procedure for consultations between States that are

carried out by fhe Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space under his

objects of remote sensing and States that are obtaining such data.
able leadership.
The activities in outer space which are increasing every day prove
My delegation has studied with deep interest the report of the
their usefulness to benefit mankind as a whole. We are happy to hear from

N Committee, and is of the view that the Committee has covered some useful
the Chairman of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space that,

ground during the past year and that the report which we have before us is
during the past anniversary session, the issues touched upon were the

gquite comprehensive.
role of space technology, particularly through transmission of solar energy,

The report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
in meeting the governing concern over securing sufficient energy for the . L
records that the Legal Sub-Committee continued to give priority to the
world's needs without endangering the envirommental gquality of the planet N .
guestion of the natural resources of the moon, but that unfortunately it
and the uses and implications of economical space transportation symbolized . . . .
was not possible to reach a compromise solution on the different views
by such new ventures as the space shuttle, and the possibility of setting up i
- advanced.
permanent space colonies, space stations and space laboratories on the moon K
It is our view thait the resources of the moon are the common hepritage
and other celestial bodies. These possibilities, tosethe ith % @ i .
P ? & T Wit tae developments i - of mankind and must be explored and exploited for the benefit of all.
the past year,would revolutionize space technology in the coming decade. :

In spite of the fact that various degrees of effort are being put into
We therefore fully support any measure that will be adopted to improve and

:'the outer space programme by individual countries for the successful
strengthen the United Nations agencies in the outer space field.

exploitation of the moon, a controlied measure of activity is required
In his report on the peaceful uses of outer space, the Chairman of -

now and in the future to obviate international disagreement on the manner
the Committee rightly observed that the work of the Quter Space Committes '

of exploitation and the distribution of the advantages therefrom.
was directed towards the future rather than coping with the manifold

The development of space technology is progressing at an extremely
inequities of the present world economic and politiecal system. We fully

rapid pace and this year, like previous years, has been marked by
associabe ourselves with his remark that:

" significant evenis in this field. Many space projects of the greatest

««+ the Committee is trying to arrange, within the political and

interest haye been carried out during the past yesr or are planned for the

geographical limits of its mandate, for a better and more Just order

near future. They have been undertaken both by individual countries and on
in a world whose boundaries it is, attempting to push further and

further into space." (A/C.1/32/FV.39)
The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Ouber Space has before it the

i appiicability of space technoliogy becomes more and more evident. Projects
great task of providing leadership in ensuring that space science and

a bilateral or regional basis., Among the regional projects, we note, in

rarticular, the activities of the Buropean Space Agency. The practical

o

are under way to use satellites in new and interesting fields.

technology will benefit all mankind and secure intsrnational co~operation ) ) .
We believe that the peaceful application of space technology is

in this field. My delegation greatly appreciates the work done by the . ,

Providing significant benefits to the world. No doubt it will do so even

Committee under the able guidance of Mr. Jankcw’tsch and wishes to

:

more in the fubure. The fruits of this technology must be shared by as
congratuiate him and through him the members of the Committee for their work.

many as possible. We think, therefore, that these activities should be
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carried out with international co-operation and participation. Only in
this way can the henefits be shared by all nations at every level of
economic and scientific development.

We should ensure that a1l can profit from the enormous benefits of
remote sensing from space, but at the same time we must also establish
safeguards against possible misuse of information that has been collected
by means of remcte sensing.

On the question of prior consent and the disposal of information to
third parties, my delegation believes that the question of consent is an
integral part of the right of permanent sovereignty of States cover their
natural resources and, likewise, the State upon whose territory remote
sensing has been conducted has the right to have access to all information
and data asccumulated. These principles are applicable in particular when
the current pre-operational experimentael phase epds and a global operational
remote sensing system or systems are established.

On the gquestion of the elaboration of principles governing the use
by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting,
my delegation hopes that the Legel Sub-Committee will be gble o reconcile
the two important principles of sovereignty of States and freedom of
information in such a way that while direct television broadcasting by
States through artificial earth satellites is promoted, encouraged and
expanded, the national cultures and civilizations of different countries
and the cultural, social and political aspects of their people’s lives arg
protected through the free but objective and unbiased flow of information.
This consideration bears more importance when we take into account the fact
that for a long time to come the possibility of direct television
broadcasting through artificiel satellites would be limited to the developed

countries only.
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Mr. MESFAFFAF) (Egypt) (interpretation from Arabic):

Mr. Chairmen, may I first of all convey to you my appregciation of the
way in which you have presided over the‘ﬁirst Committee. I am sure that
all my collaagues share my feelings, because your vast experience, your
devotion in the performance of your task, are a spurce of pride for the
vhole of the African continent to which we belong.

I should like to take this opportunity to express wmy gratitude and
my congratulations to Mr. Jankcwitsch, the current Chaiiman of
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, for his tireless
efforts and his optimism which give us great hope for the future. I should
also like to express the appreciation of my delegation to the Chairmen of
the Legal Sub-Coumittee and the Scilentific and Technical Sub-Committee,
¥r. Wyzner of Poland and Mr. Carver o7 Australia, for their e’forts
over the past year. l

Tocday we are celebrating the twentieth amniyversary of the fifst
nission undertaken by man to explore outer space. It is also the tenth
anniversary of the conclusion of the Treaty on Principies Governing the
Patiwities of Stalon in the EZxpleration and Use of Quter Srace,
including the Moon and Other Celestial Budies. Evar since then the
interest shown by the United Nations in outer space and space technology
has developed very rapidly, and theoretical concepts, have been transformed

into operational programmes with surprising sipeed.
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Thus we have seen manifestations of the legel aspects of the uses of That applies also %o remote sensing of the earth's resources. MNoreover,
outer space, apd this increases our responsibility, and that of the Committee my delegation reiterates the need to obtain the prior consent of Governments
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, to follow this rapid development and . pefore remote sensing activities are underteken, since this falls within
place it within the legal context it requires so that we may make the best : the exclusive sovereignty of States over their land and natural resources,
use of space programues to serve the international commumity. . Consequently, the principle that data gathered should not be made available

My delegation has already called for the strengthening of the Nuter to an outside country should be approved,
Space Affairs Division., We reiterate that we must strengthen that Division, My delegation has detected in the statements 0? a number of space Powers
financially and in terms of the necessary expertise. The United Nations encouraging signs with regard to the legal aspects of remote sensing. We note
Space Applications Programme has not been able to play its role in the that 2 request has been made to the Legal Sub-Committee to continue its
service of development. As we have said, that Programme must be strengthened, efforts to work out princlples governing remote sensing activities. We
and we have asked that it be transformed into a technical assistance programme, believe that the possibility of using remote sensing for the benefit of
as in the case of technical assistance in the peaceful uses of atomic erergy. menkind should be taken into account, and that, as an internnational

The United Nations Programme is the alternative solution in the face of commnity which is alext to the future, the United Nations should have the
the monopoly we can expect from certain countries, so we hope that the space ‘ necessary means to undertake remote sensing activities for the benefit of all
Powers will be able to provide the United Nations Programme with the necessary countries, particularly the developing countries.
information and equipment for the application of space technology. This does The draft treaty relating to the moon represents an aspiration of the
not mean that we are unmindful of the very heavy financisl responsibilities international community, The final text of that treaty should be worked out,
borne by those countries; the reason we are making this request is that we and it should cover particularly the legal aspects, The draft treaty stipulates
are approaching a phase characterized by the interdependence of the world!s . that no country should be the only one to benefit from the moon's natural
countries. resources; morecver, it also states that the moon does not fall under the

The Egyptian delegation wishes to voice its optimism zbout the results Jurisdietion of any given country, as its resources are part of the common
achieved in working out the principles governing the use of artificial - heritage of mankind, What applies to the moon and the other celestial bodies applies
satellites for purposes of direct television broadcasting, particularly the also to all other bodies to be found in outer space, in the senge that no country
paragraph on the definition of the principle of consultation and agreements - can exercise exclusive soverelgnty over any part of outer space,
between States, which we find in annex VII of document A/32/20.

We continue to hope that an international agreement will be forthcoming
which will stipulate the duties and responsibilities of States in the light
f the fundamentel principles relating to scvereignty and equality, and to

non~-intervention in the internal affairs of other States. Direct television

broadcasting can play a role of paramount importance in bringing peoples

¢
|

closer together in the scientific, technical and human realms if the principles

governing such activities are produced within the appropriate context.
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(Mr. Mesharrafz, Egypt)

My delegation has had the honour of participating in the work of the
Committes on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and has spared no effort ‘
to contribute to the success of its work, whether from the legal, the scientific
or the ftechnical point of view. - The' spirit which prevailed in that Comuittee's
work enabled us to reach solutions to the various legal and technical prcblems
which are so complex, In our view, the present stage is crucial, and will
affect the scientific context, which embraces the bases for the peaceful
uses ef outer space; hence, the importance of the role played by the Comnmittee,
and of the procedures for taling a- decision by congensus. |

While we are sympathetic.to the request of certain countries to expand
the Committee!s membership, I am sure you will agree with me when T say
that an increase in the membership of any committee is an impediment to the
success of its work, since various different tendencies are bound to emerge
from such an expansion, However, if the prevailing trend is towards the
expansion of the Committee, we hope that that expansion will be kept to a
minimum in order to avold impeding the Committee's work.

The Tact that cuter space has been used for peaceful purposes for
20 years demonstrates the need toe convene an cuter space conference zo that
we can evaluate the results achieved and trace a pelicy for the future,

I associate my delegation with those of certein countries that have called

Tor the convening of such a conference, on the understanding that the necessary '

preparations will be undertaken to ensure the success we all hope for.,
Although the legitimate and justified requests of the third world have not
been met so far, we hope they will be in the future through the peaceiful

uses of outer space for the benefit of all mankind,

Mr. KUBBA {Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic): Before proceeding
to digcuss the draft rascluitions, I wish to voice the gratitude of my delegation
to Mr, Jankowitsch, the Chairman of the Outer Sypace Commitiee, Tor his
detailed statement on the work of that Committee.
My delegation would likg.to comment on the two draft resolutions in
document A/C,1/32/T.42 and L,L3, since they deal with a subject to
which my delegation attaches great importance - namely, the expansion of the

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Stace.
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(Mr. Kubba, Iraq)

My delegation has already had occasion to express its interest in this

question. It was expressed last year in the statement of the representative of my

ounbry, Mr. Kittani, in the debate in this Committee on the question relating

.to outer space.

On the basis of contacts between my delegation and certain members of

-the Committee, we agreed to postpone the discussion until this year. So,

my Gelegation, together with other delegations that are interested in the

guestion, presented draft resolution A/C.1/32/T.43, which calls Tor an expansion

of the Committee. However, my delegation and cther delegations that

-have participated in the submission of this draft resclution learnt with

surprise of the presentation of ancther draft resclution in document A/C.1/%2/L.k2.
Vhat is surprising is the focument nwber of this draft resolutioa,
which seems %o give it priority over the other one, because, as we know,
it was only submitted by way of response o draft —esolution A/C.l/BE/L.hB. Ve
note from this that the purpose is to delay further a decision on the expansion
of the Committee since the question is to be referred to the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space for its recommendations. This is an unacceptable
precedent, because no subsidiary body has before been able to impose such
conditions on the General Assembly which created that subsidizry hody.
Consequently, the sponsors of draft resolution A/C.1/32/L.42 are, it would appear,
rejecting our draft resolution A/C.1/32/L.43, vhereas in the course of unofficial
contacts they appeared to be ready to accept the expansion of the Cemmittee in
accordance with the content of document A/C.1/32/L.43.

My delegation would like to lay stress on the need to meet the request of a
great many Members of the United Nations which want to be able to contribute to the
the Committee, since this is a right that should be granted to all countries.

This Committee, which was created by the General Assembly, should not be

.allowed to become an exclusive club.

T would add that there are many committees of the United Nations of
vhose membership exceeds in mmiber that of the Outer Space Committee. Cur
draft resolution in dccument A/C.l/32/L.h3 calls for an expansion of the
Committee on 2 balanced basis. Furthermore, we think that it
merits priority in the consideration of draft resolutions, particula~ly in
comparison to draft resolution A/C.1/32/L.42, and we shall contimue to make
efforts towards this end.
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Mr, FBT5 (United States of America): The delegation of the United

- . e heard it rather heatedly argued OT exam hat the Austrian
Dtates would Like to wake a fey rewarks with regpect to those Arcft resolutions thi T hav v are » £ ample, tha

have been sutmitted on the two outer space items that the First Committee is now aft resclution would pre-empt the role of the General Assembly with respect to

considering., I think that we all know that the so-called omnibus resolubion e constitution end composition of subsidiary organs. Sut that is patently not

which traditionally malkes its appearance will, it is %o be hoped, be submitted true of the Austrian draft resclution, and such an analysis would put the whole

cibject of the composition of subsidiary organs in an essentially confrontational

shortly. My delegation would reserve its right to speak on that draft resolution

when it is in fact brought forward. e hope that, in the best traditions of de, which would obviously not be desirable. Let me explain in more simple terms

this Committee and of the Assembly itself when considering the outer space item, jhat [ mean.

I we will all be able to join in support of these draft resolutions which plan It is perfectly obvious, it seems to us, that it is only the General Assembly

the work of the Cuter Space Commitbee Tor 1078, .ﬂﬁﬁh, having created the Outer Space Committee in much its present form in the

In that sense, we should like to make one observation with respect to £z211 of 1961, that can teke final, authoritative decisions about the size and

the draft resolution that has been proposed by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses @omposition of that Committee. 3But it certsinly is entirely appropriate - and,

of Outer Space itself in document A/C.1/32/L.39. This draft resolution draws ve vould have thought, a matter of politeness - that the Outer Space Commitiee

attention to the fact of the importance of the Outer Space Treaty on principles s4self ought to be asked whether it can make some meaningful recommendations in

that was approved by the General Assenmbly without dissent in December 1966 this area. I would have thought, for example - if we cen put our minds in some

and opened for signature in 1967. We think that the United Nations General other context - that if 10 Members of the United Nations suddenly decided that they

ﬁished to become members of the Committee of 2L with respect to the implementation

Assenbly would be wise to adopt this draft resclution, again without dissent,

and to obsexve that,while a very large number of States - indeed, more than of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence o Colonial Countries and

75 States - have as an act of sovereignty decided to ratify or adhere to the Pecples no one would have suggested that consuliations with Mr. Salim and, indeed,

provisions of the Outer Space Tregty, it would really be desirable if, in fect, rith the membership of the Committee of 24 itself, were somehow an effort to deprive

the entire international community were to accept this instrument, which is the General Assembly of 1ts responsibility to decide on the size and cowposition

the single and fundamental legal and political basis for activities in outer space of that Committee. No one would really suggest such a thing, and T submit that

and peaceful co-operabtion in maximizing the benefits of these activities. Austria is not suggesting any such thing here,

I should like to turn now briefly to the two draft resolutions - the first, What, to wy delegaticn, the Austrian proposal suggests - and the reason the

the draft resolution proposed by Austria with respect to the subject of enlarging United States delegation fuily supports it -~ is that, before a further decision

the Outer Space Committee, contaired in document A/C.l/ﬁE/L.MQ, and the second,, on enlargement is taken, there ought first to be a careful lcok by the Outer Space

the draft resolution in document A4/C.1/32/L.L43 sponsored by some 20 States. Committee, with its present membership of 37, to see whether it cen usefully make
recommendations to the General Asgsembly for consideration here next year with

T must say that perhaps it is the generosity of prose that, at least for ocur

country, is appropriate ir the Thanksgiving season that we have heard some respect to enlargement. Because I must say we very wmuch share in the United States

rather extraordinary remarks about the Austrian draft, and T should like to explain delegation the view that the delegation of Egypt stated just a moment or two ago

Tirst of all vhat, in the view of the United States, this draft resolution does in noting that the work of the Outer Space Committee is highly technical, that it

not do, because there have been a great many cowments in corridors, and irdeed does require a certain effort on the scientific gide and that, at least to a

one or two from the floor, sayingz that it does scme things vhich, if it aid . limited extent, any enlargement has the potentisl for becoming an impediment to the

do them, would be quite extraordinary. vork of the Committee.
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(Mr. Reis, United States)

Secondly, we see no effort in the Austrian draft resclution to arrogate
decision-making on enlargement to the Cuter Space Committee. I do not know
of anyone who would responsiblv suggest thait the Outer Space Commities will
Fave the last word on the matter, It cemnot, As I sald a moment ago, what we
believe the draft resolution does is to give an opporbtunity to the Outer
Space Committee and its members to consider this question. Further. .o,
it was just suggested, I believe by the representative of Traq, if . understood
the interpretation correctly, that the purpose of the Austrian draft '
resolution is to seek delay for the sake of delay. T must szy that seems
to us an entirely unacceptable hypothesizing as to the intentions of snother
delegation, and really is not worthy of much comment beyond that point.

It is also untrue to suggest that the purpose of the Austrian draft
resolution is to preserve a private club. The United States was first
named to membership in the old ad hoc Committee on the Peaceful Uses of

Outer Space in December 1958, %e have been a member ever since. But this

private club has grown. The private club grew to 24 in 1961, to 28 in 1966,
to 37 in 1975. Indeed, if one looks ait the composition of the United Nations
as a whole since the last enlargement in December 1973, one finds that
15 States have become Members cof the United Nations. But what is proposed in
the draft resclution, first introduced by the permanent representative of
Colombia last week, is that the membership of the Committee should now, and
without further analysis and éiscussion, be increased by ten.
This means that for every three new Members admitied to the United Nations,
two would beccme members of the Quter Space Committee. We really do ha%e
cause for concern in my delegation at this kind of an increase at this stage,
which we think would make the work of the Crmmittee more difficult.

“he work of the Outer Space Committee, as has been noted by so
many delegaticns, has proceeded by consensus, and I know that there is
a very general recognhitlon of the importance of the effort to move in that
way. 1 am sure that some delegations will think it Zs merely a partisan
thought, but, at least to my Governwent, one of the factors - and

it is only one - that has helped the Quter Space Commitiee to produce such

cumbersome process of regotiation and maximum agx2
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(Mr. Reis, United States)

itive work over the last 15 years has been the fact that it has precceeded
this at times slow and rather painstaking way, but a way which ensures
st the outcome of its work, its work product, will be accepted throughout the
:fernational comuunity, and with very few exceptions this has been the case.
1f one loocks at the work of the Outer Space Committee on the juridical
de, the 1967 Outer Space Treaty, the Treaty that followed on rescue of
“'ronauts in distress the next year, the Liability Agnvantion of 1971, and
Sst recently in 1974k, the Conventicn wiicl. deals with the registration of
bjects launched into outer space, I thinik one sses that in fact
he consensus procedure, which is at times slow and which 1s at times
ifficult, and at times, I must say, Very frustrating, nevertheless does
ead to a product which is accepted throughout the international community.
ind in a curious way this effort to proceed by counsensus is rafl=scted in
he way in which the General Assembly and the First Committee have hitrerto
reated consideration of the Outer Space Committee!s report. There have
een very few cccasions indeed in which the First Committee or the General
ssembly has voted on any outer space i%em, any outer space draft proposal,

he effort being not in any way to derogate 2rom the Assembly's rulesg and

he First Committeels right to proceed by voting whenever it decides

i { i ' the time: i fficult and
‘it 1is wise to do so, but simply, through the sometlmes difficult an

rement, to resch decisions

;by the Assembly on the basis of agresment.

Thus, if I may say so, although there is as vet no Tinal text of the omnibus
resolution, the resolution which plans the work for the Committee in 1978J

certainly would be the hope of The United States delegation that that

3

v

could be adopted by consensus or unanimously - there is little difference.
So, to return to the sutiect of thess two proposals on pessible

enlargement of the Outer Spacze Comiittee, changes in its composition, we

would hope that on something as important as this agein tlere weuld he a real

effort to proceed, to the greatest extent possible, not through a

confrontational voting process, not through, as vweas suggestel by the

sex which follow simply froum

representative of Irag, efforts to upset rriocwvi”

the nature of fhe General Assembly's rules, but through a process of discussion

and reflection.
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(Mr. Reis, United States)

I, myself, attended the meetings of the Legal Sub-Committee of the Quter
Space Ccmmittee last year here in New York. I was privileged also to help
represent the United Stabtes in Vienna during the twentieth session of the Oute
Space Committee which the Government of Austrias so generously hosted. And T |
remember that opportunities were mede, and without resistance, to ensure that
those countries that were not members of the Outer Space Committee should have
full opportunity to present their views. Thus, T myself heard - as did others
who were here in Wew Ycork for the Legal Sub-Committee and for the Scilentific
and Technical Sub-Committee and in Vienna for the Outer Space Committee -
representatives, for exsmple, of Colombia and Ecuador, tc take only two
obvious but very prominent exemples, explain particular views with respect to
sovereignty over the geosynchronous orbit. And not only that, these
countries also sent representatives to psrticipate in other aspects of
the work of the Sub-Committees and the Commitiee, and I believe that they
were made to feel welcome.

Therefore, it seems to us unfalr to assert that what is being proposed
by the representative of Austria is delay for the sake of delay, or indeed
any delay at all. What is being proposed is thalt Shere should be a certain
time, which will in any event be no more than until the General Assembly
meets again next fall, and we in the First Committee again consider the
item, in which the OQuter Space Committee should have a chance, in the most
positive way possible and in consultation with all interested States, to
make proposals for the composition ‘and size of the Committee. Because the
fear 1s indeed not so much limited even to what happens this year, or even

to the sccommedation of the new members whe joined as the result of the

expansion of the Committee in 1973: but what does give rise to extreme concern

is the possibility that, if the Cuter Space Committee does not dc this kingd
of study, in two or three years, again because of the positive work of the
Outer Space Committee, and because of the wish of so many to co-cperate with

it, there will be an enlargement to 57, and then to 67.
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{Mr. Reis, United States)

Tt is very difficult Lo say at what point it will become impossible for
committee to move forward in a useful and positive way, but I think
e

mbers of the Outer Space Committee really ought to be allowed - without

s bein

g charged that they wish to preserve the privileges of scme elegant

rivate club - to make a detailed and serious study, and,

shioned p
i to make

sring in mind the strong desire of many Member States to Jjoin,

: : .
.=rious recommendations for the enlargement of the Committee if that is To

ppen.

Tt would seem to me that considersations of courtesy and of an appropriate

cknovwledgement of what the Committee has done in the past and what it may

30 in the future should lead to support for the Austrian draft, and that

;5 why the United States delegation does suppord that text.
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¥r. TARBA (Niger ) (interpretation from French): The delegation of
Niger, after examining the report in document A/32/20 of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, would like to congratulate its members on the
remarkable work which they have done under the chairmanship of
Mr. Feter Jankowitsch of Austria. I should like this statement to be regarded
as an expression of our gratitude.

Niger, a Sahelian and tropical country par excellence, has suffered for

several years from hazards of climate, particularly from a long drought which

N

wreted 1Te Livestook Ly SO per c:snt s1d erested e food shortege the

consequences of which are still being felt. Tt is most irnterested in the efforts

of the United Nations to work out appropriate techniques for the expioitation
of outer space.
We therefore can only take pleasure at the suggestions and views of the
Outer Space Committee at its twentieth session and at the gr-dwill
deronstrated vy the technically advanced countiies with regard to the develgping

counvries:

will become an integral part of national econowies and of their planning
activities, as well as the idea that international co-operation is the only
effective aprroact that would enable the majority of countries to benefit from
remcte~sensing operations in the light of the particular needs of developlng
countries.

HYe also note with satisfaction the asreement of the Commitiee on the
importance of proposing appropriate means of training, including on-the-spot
training, with regard to all aspects of remote sensing, in pariicular for the
benefit of developing countries in order to enable them to derive the maximum
advantage from this new technology. In this regard, we welcome the work
already done in terms of seminars or training courses organized for the benefit
of developing countries under the United Naticons system with the generous and
unselfish support of certain Member States . Furthermore, the decision of the
Swedish CGoverrwert to offer financial assistance up to the amount of $50.,000
for a training programme in remote sensing Tfor the benefit of developing
countries in Africa, which would be ormanized in 1978, is something which we
cannot fail to note. It will definitely have positive effects on the economies

of the countries concerned.
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(Mr. Garba, Niger)

However, in order for this goodwill to have all the necessary effectiveness

pd impact at the State level, we should organize co-operation in Tl

Peaceful vses of cuber space in guch’'a way as to avoid dawaging the )
egltimate interests of developing countries, on the one hard, and also ©o
yarantee to them the necessary scope trr a reticrsl and well-advised

;xploitation of space technology, on the other, -

These interests, in our view, are their sovereign rights - volitical, sconcwmic
nd social ~respect for which makes it imperative for the internationail
ommunity to cusure a btread ard scund disseriration of technigues
elating to the peaceful uses of outer space 80O as to pre ent them from
ercining the Tr o1l g4 ehiyibute o e oty of countries.

Tt is in this spirift that it seems to us reasonable, at a time when the
orld is recognizing the great advantage to be derived by the developing
ountries from knowledge in that srea, thet those countries should be

closely associated with everything affecting outer space. That. in our view,
¢ the best way of familiarizing them with the subject ard with the tools that
they will have to use in the future.

In the light of the experience of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
uter Space, its expansion would be a first step towards this hoped~for close

assoeiabion amcng countiies at different levels of technical derelopment,

. Draft resolution A/C.l/ﬁE/L.HB, of which ¥iger is a sponsor, mesets this
ish, which we hope is also the wish of this Committee. An increase by 10
n the membership of the Committee will strengthen the team spirit

‘esgsential in such a ccmplex field as cuter space ard the universal nziure which

it behoves the United Nations to confer upon technology for exploiting outer

“Space.

The CHATRMAN: Many delegations have approached we with the

‘request that more time be given for consultations on the draft resolutions in
documents A/C.1/32/T.42 and L.3. I have also been informed that a third

 draft resolution will be submitted.
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63 od Na AL FIRST COMMITTER,
. "N E R 45th meeting
(The Chairman) NE M B LY o neld on
S Frid 25 November 1977
I would therefore propose that the Committee postpone consideration of the ' idey, 25 at 3 D
outer space items and begzin consideration of the remaining agenda items, 37, 50 :IRecordS* ew
10
and 127, tomorrow morning, Tuesday, 29 November.
If I hear no objection, I shell take it that this proposal is acceptable to
the Committee.

VERBATIM RECORD OF THE k5th MEETING
It was so decided.

Chairman: Mr. BOATEN (CGhana)
The CHALRMAN:

The Committee will devote one meeting at a later stage

CONTENTS
to taking decisions on the draft resolutions relating to outer space.

voA ITEM 35: INTERNATIONAL CO-OP
: Eﬁgm OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF
The wmeetirg rose at 1 p.m. '

” : AN TNTERNAT
TNDA ITEM 36: PREPARATION OF

- USE BY STATES OF ARTIFICIAL EARTH SATELLITES FOR D
ORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF QUTER

FRATION TN THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE:
OUTER SPACE (continued)

TONAL CONVENTION ON PRINCTIPLES GOVERNING
TRECT TELEVISION BROADCASTING:
SPACE (continued)

* This record is subject to correction. Corrections should he incorperated in a copy of

record and should be sent within one week of the date of publication to the Chief,
ficial Records Editing Section, room  A-3550.

Corrections will be issued shortly after the end of the session, in a separate fascicle for
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