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AGENDA TTEMS 33 AND 92 (continued)

INTERNATT WAL CO-CPERATION IN THE FEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE: REPCRT OF THE
COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF CUTER SPACE (A/8L20; 4/C.1/L.569 and Corr 1),
L.570, L.571 and L.57h) ,
PREPARATION OF AN INTERNATTONAL TREATY CONCERNING THE MOOW (A/8391 end Corr.l;
A/C.1/L.568 end L.572)

Mr. SHEPARD (United States of America): I should like to take a
few minutes of the Committee's time at the beginning of my statement to explain
what the envelopes are on the desks of all the representatives. FEach envelope
contains, in the case of each country that was a Member of the United Nations
at the time of my Apollo 1k flight, the flag of that particular country. For
those countries that were not Members at the time of the flight in February,

T have included a similar photograph, but with an insignia which was also
carried to the wmoon.

Members might be interested in noting the date of those photographs. They
are doted 20 October, which, as members may recall, was before the vote on the
admission of the People's Republic of China. The photographs were ready to
be passed out at that particular time and, on the advice of some of the more

politically consclous members of my mission, they were withheld because it

might have hteen felt that we were perhaps trying to influence the voting on that

particular issue. Let me assure members, however, that I took these flags
along with me before I knew that I was to become a representative to this
Lssembly, and that they come to you with no mctive other than the genuine

friendship of myself and of my fellow astronauts.
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(Mr. Shepard, United States)

The peaceful uses of outer space constitute a subject of profound,

T might even say rpassionate, concern to that rather small band of men in my
profession. I commented earlier in this Comnittee on the fragility of our
earth and the fact that from deep in the void of space one can see no sign
even of the presence of man, much less wan as black or yellow, white or
trown, or of the arbitrary boundaries he has created. But we are here on
this earth, and wher we turn to an item such as the peaceful and practical
applications of space technology we are perhaps mankind at its best. In
the phrase which has been adopted for next year's environmentel control
conference in Stockholm we are "only one earth”, and now we have a unew and
reverful tool to help us to nurture, preserve, protect, conserve and wisely
ugse our earth: +the peaceful and practical applications of the techniques
and systems we have developed for the exploration of outer space.

With that in mind, my Government welcomes the decision of the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee to convene a working group on the remote sensing
of the earth by satellites. There are, as I am sure many members of the
Committee are aware, a variety of applications of space technclogy for
peaceful purposes which already serve us. Communications satellites and
weather satellites come first to my mind. The field of earth resources
satellites is a new and eiperimental one in which the problems and the
challenges are great. Ve must not expect too much too soon. However,
since I have recently returned From a successful lunar mission 1 have some
very rersonal reasons for trusting the efficiency of space technology --
Ctherwise, of course, I might etill be gwinging at golf balls on the lurar
surface.

We are especially pleased by the positive and realistic note that the
Scientific and Technical Pub-Committee has struck in conveying its charge
to the working group on remobe sensing. Recognizing the potential benefits
of remote sensing technology, particularly for the developing countries, the
Sub-Cemmittee identified that application as an important pctential benefit to
individual Statee and to the international community. It asked the working

group to mwake reccmmendations for the possible develcpment, provision and
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(Mr. Shepard, United States)

operation of data collection and utilization within the United Rations or some
other international framework. ot the sgame time the Sub-Committee, very
practically, asked the working group to base 1ts recommendations on a review

of the scientific and technical developments relating to devices and methods
for the collection, processing and interpretation of data. Noting that the
feagibility of remote sensing from space platforms had been scheduled for
flight test early in 1972, with the launching of the Earth Rescurces Technology
“atellite FRTS-A, it is recommended that the working group should begin its
substantive work at such time a8s an assessment of the results of that test
can ke made.

e welcome that frame of reference. With the benefits and potential of
remote sensing by satellite in mind, the working group is Lo tase its
recommendations on scientific and technical facts, particularly those derived
from actual flight experience. This positive, realistic approach offers the
best pogsible prospect for constructive results.

I should like to digress here. Although [ think this has to be the
official position of this Committee, because one cannot proceed with concrete
results without data, this should not, on the other hand, digcourage any
of the countries which have a specifi~s prcblem which cculd te solved by
remote sensing and which is being specifically suggested to the working
group. It is obviously goling to be a long process, [ think, when one takes
into account the needs of one country in fairly concrete terms, with the
need for exchanging funds and all of the other arrangements that have to be
made. So I think that the earlier the specific need can be describsd
by any country, developing or developed, and forwarded tc the working
group, the better the working group can perform itg task, and the more of a
two-way exchange this organizatiocon can becoume.

The United States has proceeded on a similar kasis in its national
programme, Seeing the need for hard facts in aprpraising the potential of
remote sensing by satellites, we developed the Earth Rescurces Technology
Satellite. As I have said, we will share our experience in this

mission with the working group.
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(Mr. Shepard, United States)

A further measure of our determination to work with other nations in
thig area is our Invitation to investigators throughout the world to propose
experimental uses of the data to be gathered by the Farth Resources Technology
Satellite. In response to that invitation we have already received
106 proposals from 34 countries and two international organizations. This is
not & new commitment. Hany wmembers of this Committee were present when
Fregident Nixon gtated in the Ceneral assembly in September 1969 that our
vrogramne would be

2dlecatad to produce informaticon not only for the

United Stetes, bubt 2lso for the world community..." (&4/5V.1755, p. 28-3C).

™

In that gpirit we have already joined with Brazil and Mexico in the
aircraft vhase of our programme. lLast May we conducted an International

sources survey Dystens at the University of Michipan,

Horkshop on
which wasg attended by repregentatives of 53 cowntries and iaternational
organizations.

3
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—
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Lieve that those and other related activities will make an

important contribublon fto the deliberations of the working group. It is
obviously important that the working agroup should proceed on an expanding
basis. It ghould look not only to the United States but also to other nations

which are inves

remobe senging of the environment from aircraft as

well ws fror 2d, the outer space Committee has endorsed
the requ Telentific and Technical Zub-Cormmilbtee that Member States

I e . W, L s ,
should Gon oon their national and international activities in

chis field. e look Torward to their subnissions, confident that they will go

tor tovards agguring that elfforts of the working group may be as useful
and productive ag poseible in this early stage of our knowledge and experience.
1 in conpexion with the earth resources working group, Member States

can be grateful that & wan of the calibre and experience of Mr. Franco Fiorio of

Ty e e - R e e SR TE T S s . s a4 . . . . .
wtaly will be presiding over this importact new United Nations initiative in the

2 pleasare for the United States delegation to co-gponsor

the resolution on the creation of the woriiing group, contsined in decument
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(Mr. Shepard, United States)

T have focused my opening remarks on some of the promises and challenges
offered by the opportunity to apply space technology for peaceful Lurpuse:r.
Unfortunately, as with any human endeavour, man often does not make advances
of this sort without creating potential problems. Therefore it is fortuitous
and appropriate that as we enter the decade of the seventieé -~ the space decade,
if you will ~-- we have before us a convention governing liability for damage
caused by objects launched into outer space which might return to the surface
of the earth and cause damage.

I should like to speak for a moment on the proposal made by the
representative of Canada yesterday afternoon. He proposed the addition of
a paragraph to article XIX of the liability convention which would note that
a State may, on becoming a party to the convention, declare genexg}ly that it
will accept as binding in relation to any other party that makes a similar
declaration the award of the claims commission established under the convention.

The Canadian representative has himself noted that that amendment would
not add to the substance of the convention and that, even without such a
provision, States are entirely free to make such declarations. Ve have very
much in mind the painstaking and time~consuming character of the negotiations
that led up to the liability convention that is now before the First Committee.
More than eight years of effort are cdncentrated in this document. The liability
convention represents a lI21icals balance of the interests and concerns of a
great many countries, space Powers and non-srace FPowers alike. Therefore we
would strongly appeal to the delegation of Canada not to press its amendment.

If T wmight at this time, I should like to say this as an aside. Consider the

case of the bus that runs across the chicken in the rcvad. It auvtcmatizally
vecomes the pri-e fighting cock of the farmer. When an avtomoblile runs into a

20w which 1s an average milking cow, 1t automatically becomes the jri.e

pedigreed couw of the herd. When a hunter by mistake shoots a bull instead of

a deer, it automatically becomes the prize bull of the herd. Let me suggest

to those who are considering signing the binding amendment that, if they at

some future date have the mistcrfure to have an object come back from outer space,
it cught not to hit the prire oull.

My delegation would like to propose, instead of the Canadian suggestion,

that the First Committee take note in its report of the right of every State

Sy
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pecoming a party to the convention to make e declaration treating claims
sommission awards as binding. We hope very much that it will be possible for
Canada, which has participated energetically and with dedication throughout
tﬂese long negotiations, to'agree on the desirability of calling international
;ﬁﬁention to the rights of States by this means of a paragraph in the First
cOmmittee's report. Although we have not had an 6pportunity to discuss this
;uggestion with the Rapporteur or with other members of the Committee, I should
1ike to express the hope at this time that it will be acceptable to all parties.
| I should like also to say, with regard to the possibility of amending the
convention as suggested by the delegation of Uganda, that,with all respect, we
do not think the liability convention is the place to deal with the possibility
of 1life on other planets. It is not that we deny the possibility of life on

other planets; we just do not think the liability convention is the place in

“yhich it should be discussed. This convention deals with compensation for

damage caused by the launching of man-made objecte from the earth. The outer
space treaty already binds parties to a régime of peace and applies the
United Nations Charter to activities and phenomena in space. I think we know
too 1little about the possibility of extraterrestrial life to deal meaningfully
with the intriguing possibilities to which the representative of Uganda has
Teferred, although I should be happy to discuss it with him urofficially at any
vime.

T was moved to learn of the very generous words spoken by the representative
of Sweden, Mr. Rydbeck, on my professional activities. I think what he said
should be taken as recognition of the contribution made by all astronauts,

not exclusively of my own personal contribution. The Ambassador's kindness

. makes it the more difficult, although it is nevertheless necessary, to rejgct

~ the assertion he made last Friday that the liability convention represents a

ﬁiﬁ&iz arranged by the two major space Powers and imposed upon the other members
of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space. On the contrary, there
never would have been a convention without the dedicated and persevering work

of Brazil, Belgium, India, Lebanon and Mexico, to name only a few of the

countries which made indispensable contributions. As I pointed out in my earlier
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statement, it was Brazil that two years ago proposed the recommendatory awards
provision that made the convention pessible. To sssert that the convention
was soruno on a1 ng nooi-gpace Powers when the Iegal Sub-Committee began
its June session is a statement in defiance of the facts.

T should now like to speak of the Astronauts fssistance and Leturn
Lgreement. T am sure the Committee will understand that this Agreement is
uf direct personal interest tc me and to my fellow astronauts. I have several
close friends who are cosmonautg of the Soviet Union and I am sure they share
my versonal interest in this Agreement. In the past a number of countries
that became parties to the outer space ftreaty have taken the position that
their accegssion to the Astronaut Agreement would be facilitated by the completion
of negotiations on a sound liability convention. Now that the liability

negotiations have in fact been brought to a successful conclusion, I want to

N

Join in the Astronautbt

reement. The Agreement at present has some 7O signatures
. [ O B P 7 - - T : ’

and 51 ratifications and accessicns. It is wy hope that we shall soon have many
more accessions.

4 s . . o y ) . :
T ghould like also to say a few words concerning the proposal of the Soviet

J¥SS

Union for negotiations on a treaty concerning the wmouxn., As my Government has

said, we will give very serious consideration fo any proposal for internations]

‘n the exploration and use cf outer space ror peacoful purposes

We have told our good friends from the Boviet Union thabt we look forward o

37 Ty e Y paa b conceTnd AT PR - - i =1

discussing e Crealy concerning the moon in the Committes on the Peacelul Uses
e e N Ay BN T vy i P - el - ) 3

of Cuber Space and the Tegal Sub-Committee. TIn the meantime, wy ~wo CoveTumend

will be studying the 3oviet proposal with care and in depth.
T should bhe failing in my own sense of duty if I did rob make some remaris
on a personal basis and in advance of an official United Ioates Government

position.

AJCLL/EV.1523
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T nave some doubt with regard to the ccntents and scope of the Scviet
propesal. It seems to e perscnelly that a significant number of the articies
in the Soviet text, in their present form, either juplicate or restate with cnly
glight variaticns certain rights and obligations which are already provided fTor
in the outer space Treaty. Therefore, T strongly suggest that the Legal
Sub-Compittee may wish to bear this in mind when it ccnsiders the Soviet
proposal and other proposals that heyve been made or may be made in this field.
At the same time, we continue to welcore all useful ideas for the further
jevelopment of lnternatlcnal law cencerning activities in outer space.

My Government notes with pleasure the continuing prcductivity of the
outer space Legal Sub-Committee. o feel that it will be equally productive
in its future work. As regards the work of the Legal Sub-Committee, we have
heen discussing with other delegations whether, in view of the United Natiocns
financial situation, if the Legal Sub-Committee is to meet in CGereva, 1t might
be possible to limit 1ts 1972 session to the sane tyo-week duration as that
scheduled for the Scientific and Technical sub~Committee.

Tet me take another aside here. I have noted, in every Commnittee, in
plenary, inm the halls and corridors of the United Naticns, a great deal of
ccncern about the financial situation 1n which this bedy finds itself. I have
noted no singular expression of an attempt to correct this financial situaticn.
My delegation offers this as scrething ccncrete: cne attempt to be made to
correct this financial situation by reducing its costs. We propose that this
be given serious ccnsideration by the other members of the outer space Ccrmittee.

This has been an importent and procuctive year for the cuter space
Committee and for the United Naticns programmes and activities in the field
of practical applications of space technology. T have already highlighted two
major achievements. The draft resoluticn centained in Jdccument A/C.l/L.569,
of which we are a cc-spcnsor, highlights a varlety of other achievements and T
shall not take the further +:pe of the Committee to ccngider each of them. I
sheuld like, hcwever, to call the attenticn of the Ccmmittee to operative
paragraphs 6, 7 and 8 of the draft resoluticn, which note the enccouraging progress

in premoting practical applicaticns of space technology for all countries,

takirg into acccunt particularly the needs of the developing countries.

s
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iMr. Srepard, United States

T gtreuld like to voint cub the contributicns which several Member state

L

have made in the field cof educaticn and training,

panels or providing schciarship or training programres ror space fechniclans

el

who are s*udving in the field of practical applicatic Tt isg significant

that aleng with the highly industrialized ccuntries of France,

the United Kingdom, the developing

and Vewico are actively sharing or planning ftc share their cwn experilence an

programres with other countries.

T wish 2lso to express our gratitude to the Secretary-tereral’s Exrert

the Practical Applicaticns of Space cebnclopy, Dr. Bumberto Ricciasxdi, who

in 1971 embarked cn an active programre designed to promote thre application

of space tecknolcogy. Dr. Ricciordi's work has beer well depe and we

approve of bthe decisicn made by the Committee to extend his mandate

we wish to thank the “uter iipace Lrtairs LDivisicn for the

assistance which it has rendered to all wembers of the cuter space Cormittee

.

and the support it has provided the Expert. The

served by hthe Office of the Bxpert and the Cuter

ik

we appreciate thelr gecod work.

Feartil

)

S

either by hosting technical

Ttaly and Japan and.

countries such as frgentina, Brazil, Indla

cn

Y

for arother

has been well

T believe that the peaceful uses of outer space 1s a toplc abcut which we

will Lear a great deal more over the coming yesys at the United Naticns.

A

This is meost appropriate. Ve have 1oUIDel Htates cn this single {raglle and

i
peautiful planet cn which we live, Te have wmeny varying interests, but
certainly the peaceful uses ¢f cuter space is a single commen bend ameng 51l
Member nations. It is well that the United Naticns is seeking now teday,

to promote tre benelits of a global technology for the future benefit of

all mankind.

;T thank the

Tre CHPATRIMAN (Interpretation frow french

of the United Stotes, fdmiral Shepard.

trhe First Committee to the BCON and 4id not bring 10 back to e: T thiok

Llthough re 414 not caxrny the flap of

T

can shill speak ©n vehalf of the wenbers cof tre Lomriznice in thapking Him for

tre idea that they had of toking tre

ol varicus natlons ©o

(4,

bringing thew back, and I think thet be will scovey cur thanks to his colliesy

T R o T [ . gy e . my e 5 -} 1T e i - ~y .
Refore callivg cn the mext np-abey, I ehould like fo tell tre Committee

(O

HEamBsoY L

dete oo TTCAOT [
bre USSR has

AJC.1/L.56

srfet AJCL {g\f L1623

T feel that I shculd

Mr. RIBTERE (France ) (interpretation from French):

rst of all, to thank Admiral Shepard for thegift hLe has been geod

like, fi
enough to make to us, We are very toucked by this and I think that most of us
have children, and if as adults we are very touched by this, I believe that

our children will preserve very carefully this souvenir of that great experiment

in which Admiral Shepard not only participated but of which he was the principal

‘rittater.
cn the question

~ s 11y A o sty SOT : ] akir
Of course, all of us. tcday have a few scruples in speaking

under discussion after the statement made by Admiral Shepard. It is rare, I
think, for a man of this calibre to come to this Committee and enable
representatives fto benefit from his remarkable experilence. le who specialize cnly
in general ldeas -- and I greak all the mcre freely cn this since 1 myself am

o Deputy to the Naticnal sgembly of my ccuntry .-- rust ccnfess here to scrxe

concern abcut how vague our kncwledge is in this specialty and how widespread
their kncwledge is.

Hewever, in his capacity as Crew Commander, explorer, space astronaut and
scientist, the representative of the United States has an even rarer gift, that
is, to enjoy humour and give pleasure. Today, he showed it in giving us the pawable
abcut the cow. I would have replied to him on this point screwhat earlier in my
intervention, but I was told tkat in the ccurse of a previous meeting of

the Committee, he had also ventured into other fields dealt with by the Committee

and had given his opinion c¢n problems such as international security viewed from
the mecn. I hope that he will parden ne if T venture today, in speaking about

outer space, tc view it from the earth, vhich, I must confess, has always teen
for me my proper demain and field, and, unfortunately, heretofore, I have rarely

departed this atmosphere. But I still hope to live lcng enough 50 that cne
day I can walk in the fcotsteps of Ldmiral Shepard.

The examinabion of the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Cuter Space provides our delegations every year with an opportunity for
Ve were led -- and we are gratified to note

a . scmewhat paradoxical exercise.

this -- to repeat the tributes paid to countries and in particular the two

sreat Powers, which are audaciocusly and successful leading exploration of space.
Cn trhe other hend, wren we refer back te cur cwn work as representatives, we have

inability to bring about

poin)
{

seen ccrpelled for a number of years ncw, to eriticize cur

o

pregress in the law of space. This change cf tcne was certainly tre sign or hallmark
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of our medesty, but in the Llong run we aust recosnize that it has become
gomewhat irritating and humiliating. I am vherefore only teo happy to be able,
at this session, finally to join in a single tribute to the scientists and

countries responsible for the scientific and technical successes of the year,

and, in addition, to the diplcmats, whether they be jurists or not, who have

finally completed the draffting of the convention c¢n internaticnal liability for
damage caused by space objects. In space research, I should first like to offer
my congratulations to this area, because the exploits of 1971 really command

cur praise. It seems to me that brevity oicne 1s sufllicient to express the
sentiment of admiration that we all felt in view of the technical perfection,
-

gcientific value and, [ might even say, the beauty of the Missions «mollo

14 and 15 which were carried ocut on the moon.

1/PV.182%

‘Mr. Ribitére, France)

b, the voviet Union of the first scientific station
in earth orbit was an event of capital inmporfance which has cpened tThe way to
a new nhace 11 space exploration offering a wealth of immediate practical
applications. 1In strikicg down the thres cosmonauts who had just accomplished
that great feabt in space, destiny shook OUVr emotions with an intensity

equal to the esteem in which we hold the American and Soviet engineers and
pilcts. May the representative of the Hoviet Union be reassured that my
country shaved its mourning on receiving the news of the death of

Colonels Dobrovolsky, Volkov and Patsayev.

Ve also know that 2t o less specvacular level, but ia a fruitful fashion

=1y countries have patiently pursued their efforts 1n exploration
and co-operative space activifies. After Japzn, the United Kingdcm joined the
space Fowers. o ar= happy that the "Prospero’ satellite has just added -~ at

Teust on the basis of its nswe -~ = vote of favtasy and imagination in the
vorld of devices which orbih the earth

O our parb, after the successful lavnching of the "Diamond B" rockets,
we hove continued what 1o eszentianlly vthe application of a meteorological

nrogramme by cowbining with  a wenitoring satellite a network of

atmospheric balloons equipped with deta-recording instruments. Thus bapbized,

11 a v J Tt : s o= R
the /feclevs programme  has np to cow provided satisfactory results.
True, that was not the case  with the Turopesn experiment yhich was to be

3 - . y - - b PR B 7. Al Rt T
carried oot in recent days at the base ve had set up in Kouver. The Buaropa

=ffort on Lhe part of the United Kingdom, Prance and

Germsny, has suifoved another defect.  TIn the field

3
‘*J

el no

Flhaw an additional pretext for

finally suwcceeding. At Jeast, that is how I belileve

techinicians of The European community.

perseverance and tenacity has, in any case, heen demonslrated
by the jurists on ouy space Committee, It is to them now, and more espe ally

to the Chaivman of the Coumibbee, Ambassador Laldheim; the Chairman of

I=h
o

he

Legal Sub~Cormittee, Mp. Vvirner, and the Rapporteur, Mr. de Souza e Silva, that my

L

trihutes ere addressed, becanse for once the diplomats have done almost asg well

=, atter years of effort -- sud I wi’l not

83 the scientists: they bave succe
12 . 23
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N } . . . L. ) o a4 space capsule shouwld fall on L, or cnn the temple of Angkor-VWat, for thet |

revert to this -- in elaborating the text of a convenbion on responsibility - ;
v othan 1t werld - s g i e e e + .

. . ) N i 21, than 10 would be Lo reconstruct the most besvtiful build ng in Manhattan.

for damages caused by objects launched into outer space,

It
T thiok Admiral fhepavrd  will excuge ha rerlied to his o

My delegation understands the rightful satisfaction with which

Anmpassador Valdheim and Mr. Wyzner subomitted that text to the Cocmmittee last

. . . ; . It is unfortunately not this soluticn which is dealt with in Articles XII
Thursday. For years the Assembly had ended its sessions Ly asking “he e - g

I . o o . - 1
KITIT, %IV and rollowing of the draft convention, and my delegation of course ¢

Committee to urgently meke e decisive effort to conclude such a craft This effort

. . : . . o L : Jerstands the reservations which sbill persist concerning that text i the i
has finally been concluded, since the draft as it was cempleted in July 1971 1 HAGEEELALES e - L1 porsis cncerning that text in th ]

mirds of members o1 4 aumber

was formally approved by the Committee at its BSeptember sessd

o

o,  Mp. Vyzoer

- - . s . Ve nobe, hovevers, bhat bhe 2laimg cormission which will toun
described with precision and clarity the objectives of The draft convention P L g ’ =

. . . : oo . s i, LU the Adivplopabic pecotiations have not guacczeded after one year, should
and the means it provides for attaining those objectives. He stressed -- and o/ N A ' ’ 7 >F

. \ - - potablish the arount of corpencabior. to be granted to The vichims in accordance
deliberately so -- the fact that the Committee had as a tundamental rule held pebiablizn th ot o sorpees or- to be granted Lo the vichims in sccordance
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Regardless of how aware wve are of the imperfections of the draft
convention, we cannct fail to recognize that after eight years of negotiations,
all legal courges had been explored. The lack of agreement would have
put off Tto an indefinite date the ccmpletion of a text the urgency of which
is emphasized by the increasing number of space vehicle launchings.

On the other hand, the dreft convention might induce those States which
have still not done so to zign the space treaty or the agr:ement on the

3 v ; . S y i y new instruments
rescue of astronauts and thus strengthen the authority of these n

of international law.
That is why the French delegation, in a spirit of compremise; has decided
- = Rt
o : 3 p ca that the Assembly will recommend
to support the draflt convention and hopes that th
it to States for Their signature.
T should like to explain that the accession clause, which appears among
o - = R
' g was agreed u ngvipng regard for the precedents
the final provisions, wWas agreed upon naving g for 8
of the space Treaty and the agreemen® on the rescue of asbronauts. Neither
of Uk 0 T ¥
. . I . AF th
that clause nor any signature, ratification or alherence by virtue of that
clause, could, in the view of my delegation, in any way modify the legal
A LR L z N, |
s holitical status of States or other ipternational entities wishing to become
Oy DOLTL LCA IS . L

parties to that convention.
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The completion of the work of the Committee on the draft convention
will compel that body to pursue more rapidly the study cf more urgent
matters of concern to cuter space.

It is important now that the field of application of the convention should
e defined and therefecre that problems of such primary importance as those
concerning the definition of ocuter space, or the registry of objects launched
into space, should be resolved. Those are two questions in respect of which
my delegation for years has been tirelessly calling for a study
fecr it is hard to see how we could go on indefinitely with the
drafting of space law without agreeing on the limits and the conditions of
application of that law.

It appears to us a strange raradox that one can allege that one can
deal with & question and prepare provisions in an area the limits of which
are unknown to us. Whatever be the virtues of the practical apprcach -- and they
have been shown to exist ~- we continue nonetheless to regret the absence
of logic -- which is one of the virtues or defects attributed to the French --
in this gquestion and to therefore claim that an agreed definition of outer
space should be prepared.

We are equally firmly convinced of the need to settle the problem of the
registry of space vehicles for it seems to us that this procedure is indispensable
to the proper application of the provisions of the convention on liability.

For indeed how can one identify the author of the damage if the object

which is the cause of the damage bears no reference number or registration

nunber? Of course, we are not unaware of the difficulties of a technical

nature which this problem would cause and the report of the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Conmittee referred to these last year, but we have reason to believe

that with the development of science, procedures for the registry of space

vehicles will soon he found without any danger for these vehicles resulting

from this procedure.

France, which has submitted a working paper on this point, will study
with interest the draft convention the presentation of which was announced to
us by the Caradian delegation.

In addition to these two fundamental gquestions, my delegation would like
te rezaffirm the interest it has in the question of direct telecommunications.

de already stated last year that the development of this technology, in our opinion,
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gave rise to qguestions of law concerning both the sovereignty of States covered
by the broadcasts as well as the coutent of the information broadcast. Ve
have already had an opportunity to indicate that we congsider it reasonable
to meditate on the elaboration of a deontological cocde which would govern
this new area of space application.

Quite recently, the interest of delegations in the examination of rules
to govern both human activity on the moon as well as the regime of materials
derived from that body has been strengthened. We owe this resurgence of
attention particularly to the initiative taken by the Soviet Union in
submitting a draft international treaty ccnecerning the moon. But it would be
unfair to overlook the earlier efforts underteken by sgeveral countries, in
particular Argentina, in order to build up this new law governing materials
from the moon and from other celestial bodies.

We should congratulate the Soviet Union for the pioneer work which it
has carried out in this field. In the light of the first comments that Lhe
representative of the Soviet Union made the other day concerning the draflt
treaty, we would be in a betber position at the next meetings of the Legal
Sub-Committee to convey our views on this decument, but I am happy to note
forthwith from reading the preamble to the draft resolution that the question of
rules to govern the legal régime of materials deriving frcm celestial bodies has
not been overlooked.

All these questions make up a very weighty agenda for the Committee
on space. Problems of pricrity and of hierarchy of necessity arise. Ve,
together with the Argentine delegation, last July introduced a draft
recommendabion on priorities which made what we thought would be a reasonable
and feasible arrangement, and the Committee was good enough to endorse that.
That list appears in paragraph 37 of the Report. lore specifically, the
Committee at its last meeting, recommended that the Legal Sub-Committee should
examine as a matter of priority all the guestions concerning the moon and
those dealing with the registration of space vehicles.

Ve support that recommendation, convinced as we are that the other comments
made in paragraph 38 of the Report will be duly taken into consideration and
that the Legal Sub-Committee, under the able zuidance of lMr. Wyzner will work

in a manner satisfactory to us all.

g
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The foregoing observations relate primarily to the work of the Iegal Sub-

Cemmittee. The successful completion of the draft convention on liability justified

our giving it this priority. But if our legal concerns of the most immediate
nature have been satlsfied, we cannot fail to concern curselves even further
with the other purpcse of our Ccmmittee, which is to encourage, in the best
conditions, the practical utilization of space technology.

As we know, we are talking about the task of the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Ceommittee. That body has done considerable work this year. Endowed as
it was with a dynamic chairman and effective secretariat it has made available
to members a volume of infeorwaticn which, from even the most cursory
but sericus consideration, enabled us to draw a very clear picture of the
present possibilities for the use of gpace technology.

The Sub-Committee has moved Lo a new stage by deciding to set
up a vorking group on remote sensing of the earth by catellites.

France has participated in the organizational meeting of this group

on 9 September and we think, like Canada, that we will be in a position to make
a useful contribution to its work by describing the results of the resesarch
which France has keen carryirg cn in this field for a anumber of years.

Wle shall also try to provide active support for the programme of
education and training for the purposes of the peacefﬁl uses of outer space,
which has Leen undertaken at the instigation of the space Committee. France,
as 1s clear from paragraph 22 of the Report, has decided to invite technical
groups to ccame and observe a certaln anumber of programmes on space Ltechnology
applications which are under way in the National Space Research Centre.

Moyeover, as is noted in another paragraph of the Report, it has taken the
decision to grant fellowships [or training space techniques in accordance with the
precedures of the United Nations.

Cur effort does net stand alone. It is shared, if not exceeded, by many
ccuntries which are nembers cf the Committee. I think that all, together with us,
express the same confidence in the remarkable work done by the expert in the
secretariat whe is in charge of the application cf space technology to
development. Within the financial limitations of the COrganization, and taking

into account the structure apprcpriate to the Cecretariat and the motivating
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role played by the Outer Space Affairs Division in the Secretariat which is
led so ably by Mr. &bdel Ghani, we feel that the programme entrusted to
Mr. Ricciardi should be developed.

By such successes, no matter how modest or embryonlic they may appear,

can we truly measure our real will to engage in international co-operation.

MD/cmcg A/C.1/PV.1823
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T+ ig that will, strengthened and reaffirmed every year, which imbues the work
of the United Nations in the field of the peaceful utilization of outer

space with its special merit. Once again we shall be happy to demonstrate
our own concern and desire for co-operation by voting in favour of all

of the draft resolutions that have been submitted to us.

Mr. VAN USSEL (Belgium) (interpretation from French): The work

of our Committee on international co-operation in fhe field of peaceful
use of outer space is of special significance this year. Indeed, our
Committee is happy to see associated the first time in our work an eminent
astronaut, Mr. Shepard, who commanded the crew of Apollo 1. While his
competence as an astronaut is well known to us and has given rise to the
deep admiration of the whole world, we were also able to appreciate his
qualities ag a diplomat ever since he started representing the United States
in the main Political Committee of our Organization.

The year which now is coming to an end has once again been a grandiose

and glorious year for the two great Powers which are in the vanguard of

o]
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gress relating to the development of astronautical technigues and the
exploration of outer space and the moon. My delegation wishes to congratulate
them most warmly. The Apollo missions as well as those of Lunakhod will

be recognized as decisive steps in the conquest of the moon and the acguisition

of scientific knowledge indispensable to the attainment of a new objective

Por human genius. We take note especially of the exploits achieved by the
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Soviet scientists with Selyut end Scyuz, which indicated that technigues
aiming at the development of orbiting stations and the decking of space
vehicles were most premising for the exploration of outer space. The missgion
of Lpollo 15 filled us with admiration because of its technical and

scientific perfection. We regret all the more the fact that the succes

£}

of human science should rave been darkened by tragic events which cost
the lives of three Soviet asgstronauts. We wish to present to the Soviet
delegation the assurance of our deepest sympathy and our heartfelt
condolences.

1% country is happy with the fact that the two great space Powers
sre aware of the need to ensure genuine and effective co-ocperation in the
field of fubure activities. If the awarenegs of this need is followed by
a practical application, this can only strengthen international understanding
ag well as universal peace. We are therefore in favour of any initiative
which would foster the exchange of scientific information, the exchange of
lunar materials, cspecially the development of technigues for meeting and
docking by manned gpace vehicles.

It ig obvious that the greaﬁ majority of nations are not directly
involved in this space venture. DMany of them do not possess the means for
this, and even if they had them, have chosen other priority tasks. But
thig leads us inevitably to reaszert the principle tha?t if they recognize
the specific interests of “he Powsrs divectly concerned in the matter, they
nonetheless expect of them that the development of space science will be
undertaken in conditiong which will not jeopardize the always fragile chances
of peace in the world, but above all will take intc account the general
interest of the international community.

Yet, the more one wondere ahbout the scope of astrconautical science for
mankind, the more one realizes that the conguest of the moon and of outer
gspace, despite its spectacular nature, does not have the game scope as
science of estronautics will rave for a long time for the
discovery of the earth itself end, therefore, for the services which it is
able to render us in the ubtilization of the rescurces of the zayth. In fact,

we sre cnly beginning to discover our own planet, ror the gimple reazon that

we should not have been able to do so without satellites. It ic symptomsfic
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that the Twenty.cerord Astronautical Congress held in Brusselg a few months
ago should have devoted most of its deliberations not to the exploraticn of
the moon and space, but to the usefulness of the new space science and
technology for the study of our cwn planet and for a better utilization of its
resources. In addition to pure astronautics, the Congress dealt with remote
sensing, remote communications, space medicine, oceanography, metecrclogy,
etcetera. 1In other words, more attention is paid to the spin-off of astronautics
as it seems more in keeping with the direct needs of mankind. The gquestion
whieh gums up the work of the Twenty-second Agtronautical Congresgs can be
stated ag follows: how can agtronautical science help us to make the earth
a better place to 1live in; how can it help development; how can it
contribute to the elimination of underdevelopment; how can it bring men
and nations closer together?

My delegation notes with satisfaction that the outer space Committee
is concentrating more and more on studying everything covered by this
fundamental question, and the practical implementation of measures likely
to furnish an adzquate answer which would be in keeping with the needs of the
international community. This inevitably implies the question of the importance
of the responsibilities and the role incumbent first of all upon the Powers
possessging the means to carry out the fundamerntal task of space research,
and thus posgessing the necessary knowledge for promoting practical
implementation and uses. All this is dealt with succinctly in paragraphs 10
to 29 of the report of the ouber gpace Committee devoted to the work of
its gcientific and technical sub-committee. My delegation fully approves 1its
recommendations and the decisions contained therein.

Remote gensing through ccographical satellites seems to us to have an
extremely promising future. At the Twenty-seccnd 2estronautical Congress,
Mr. Heinz Kaminski, Director of the Bochum Observatory, made a most interesting
statement, chowing that the mere gtudy cf photographs taken by meteorological
catellites has already made it possible to make discoveries in the volcanological
and geological field. Fhotographs in the infra-red range, for instance,

made it possible to forecast the imminent eruption of a volcano on the

Izland. Cther phiotographs revealed "hot spots’ in the Libyan desert,
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whoge examination on the spot showed that these were huge oil and gas
g I zas
dep?sits. We have therefore every reazson to believe that ~ith more
sengitive detectors than those of meteorological satellites, it will be
possible better to locate "hot spote" of this kind. £ wide range of
possibilities is therefore onening up in geographic, geological and other
scienceg. Therefore, we are in full agreement with the creation of a

working group for the study of ecographical satellites, an

[N

we gincerely
hope that its work will lead to concrete result if they are combined with
the implementation of the programme relating to promoting the application of
space technology mentioned in paragraph 15 of the report, as well as with
better developed international co-operation in the field of bteaching and
training mentioned in paragraph 23, which takes note of the special =fforts
of the Governments of the United States and Brazil, as well as those of the
FAO.

Wi/ dimce A/C. 1 PV . 1823
36
(Mr. Van Ussel, Belgium)

Tt is obvious that the work accomplished, and still to be accomplished,
by Professor Ricciardi goes far beyond the mwere fields of ecographic
satellites. He is in fact confronted with a huge task, tut we vish to
express to him our appreclation For the way in which he has already digscharged
it.

Yle also take note of paragraph 1Lk of the report desling gith improving the
effectiveness of the Outer Space Division within the Secretariat. ‘lhe
assessment of the needs of developing countries, the usefulness of satellites
for preserving the environment, satellite broadcasting 7or tenching and
training, this enumeration alone proves that ve must strive to avold the
ccattering and dissemination of efforts among the very sectors and bodies of
the United Nations, since this would involve the risk of duplication and
unjustified financial burdens. To give only two examples: why should the
United Nabtions Secretariat deal with matters with which UNESCO could be
charged with more competence and effectiveness? Is 1t worth while to offer
technical assistance which is not in keeping with the priorities adopted
by the potential beneficlaries themselves?

Speaking of paragraph 19 of the report, we are in duty bound to note
that it implies that some Member States do not follow up the request to
furnish the United Nations with information on their national space
sctivities or thoge founded on internatiocnal co-operation. We are not
unaware that this reguest is contained in non~-compulsory recomrendations of
the General Sesembly, but we none the less belleve that it would not be wise
to ilgnore them. One of the fundamental objectives of this exchange of
information would be to avoid and eliminate any duplication in national
programmes. The imperatives of scientific policies in the present-day
world point to the need 1O concentrute efforts on points where success is
most likely. The exchange of information, therefore, makes it possible
better to co-ovdinate nabtional efforts and to contribute to the establishment
of national priorities in a hetter Founded perspective.

[n the Field of teaching and tvalning, mentioned in paragraphs 21-25 of
the veport, my delegation is hapdy to note that many countries which, in

iy

“werity, do not belong in the category of space auper-rowers
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. . A - The draft convention which we now have to consider is also the result
have set up most useful programmes and inserted them within the framework of

of a compromise, but my delegation is of the opinion that this is a

the Inited Moticre activities. Ve should like in this connexion to express

our appreciaticn to Fronce, Jopan, . rgentina, Brazil, the United Kingdom,

)

compromise which is above those which made possible the adoption of the

two Declarations that T have mentioned above, The latter have to do with ;&
Italy and Indio. . . . ) . .
_ " firmly entrenched interests. But this draft convention legislates in a field
I now come to that part of the report of the outer space Committee o . . . .
‘ o . , where principles are still general and vague, in the field of international o
Jdealing with the work of its Legal Sub-Committee. It is the work of that o ] . i
' _ . ~iability. The Legal Sub-Committee had to do pioneer work, so to speak,and,
Sub-~Committee which for several years has given rise to most concern; d g th . £ a1l kinds in it 11
composed as 1t is, there were many pioneers of a <inds in it, of a
thererfore, I am especially pleased to be able to state that the Sub-Committee

ldeologies, of different training, of divergent points of view. It would be

has been »ble finally to present to us o drart conventlon on the ilmportant

_ ) en over-simplification to claim that there were only two pioneers, or rather -
questicn of internaticnal liability [or doamages caused by space objects. ‘

< TTCtCy 1 . s 2 b
two super-pioneers, the USSR and the United States, and that these two -

Py

A - ) . - 1y 1 - : (
There i3 a0 need to pgo iuto the detalls of this drart since the statement . .
. I . . , super-pioneers ilmposed their will upon the other 20 members of the éh
made by the Chairman of the Tegal Sub-Complittee on L September last in the g
0 } . . Sub-Committee on two essential elements of the draft. b
outer space Conmittee 13 to be found in Anrex II to the report of the
) o . , The truth is that even the mini-pioneers were far from being at the
Committee, wnd it contuins 2 very detalled analysils of this problem.
, L ) , , ‘ same level on these two elements which were most delicate,as well os on many
Mr. Wyzner recalled the main points of thils problem in his statement last , L
- ‘ others. The truth is much more complex; everyone had to sacrifice something L
Thursday, 4 November. .
: . , o . . to all the others, and this, during lengthy and arduous negotiations which ;
My delegoticn ds firmly convinced that this draft convention is an
. . . . - ) e lasted for several years. e
imgortant contiinution te the development of regulations for human activities ;
. . . - . It is true that last year there were only two points to settle, but
in the i:1d of ocuter space explorvation, and especiolly the possible effects
y ] B . o we must not lose sight of the fact that at the beginning of these ;
of these activities should they have prejudicial effects cutside of the ;
. . negotiations there was disagreement on almost everything: the question of !
Stoete wesponsible for them. ;
o o , whether liability was to be objective or not, the liability of international
indeed, the draft, as any humoa vork, is not perfect. It often happens
, . L . . . ) organizations, liability for damages caused in space 1tself, cases of
that the General Sssembly adopbs resolutions and declarations which do not )
o .- o P . exoneration from liability, the rights of stateless victims or victims 3
res the opbtimum point of perfection. 1L of uwe certainly remember the ;
. L L ) ) , having no longer ffcctive ties with their countries of origin, the choice ‘
recent example of the Declaration on the Legol Frinciples Governing the "
. . . . . of currency for payment of compensation, the very important question of .
Sza-Bed, as well as the Declaration cn Frinciples Governing Friendly i
; , . vhether there should be a limit to liability or not, and so on.
Ke:loblong and Co-operation among States. Ve all remember that none of us
wing  of the cpinion that fiese were perlect texts giving complete satisfaction.
Je asvertneliecss sdopted them, oft coiny enbered reservations, but without
touching the texts themselves losb uo bhe delicate balance of the
compronise resched ufter ALLTimr ne e did so because we know
] {
that, in crder to be able o coexist, nzl life wvery often requires
compremlaes. soh Lo pae sucvilices.  Tle apre olso canre of the fact that cone
shiculd leave well enougn alonz and o ¢ - oas the Forens did, the surmun jas : ]
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! bd ot wae roet Aifficult, bt
, . - t syception negotiation was most difficult, . . ) )
On 211 thege questions without 2xceptd T that the body which would eventually have to settle disputes and claims. cannot
; e sa not alwavs been favoured by
i e e ¢ hoen reached, which has not always been 1 : ; s . i . : . .
a compromise has alvays boen yeached, P ~ jgnore the moral, political and legal obligation flowing from this hext. We
. f o anT A e e e ST to say that 6 mewmbers of the
1ot eoat 1 Ut 1t would he an SXaggs atilon To sa
my delegation. But it

are ready if need be to delve furt
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the 26 counti] . I have in mind of course article XIX dealing with the competence »f the
questions, and that The giffersnce of opinion 016 MO recesss L C01nélde claims commission. Tt ig a fact that under this article the decision of the
with political or ideological differences. The comprowise which vas finally Commission will not be binding in principle, but here again this is but a ‘ g
veached wag cerbainly nobt a compromise inveuted or imposed by the tvo great : reflection of an existing situation in international law as it is aht present.

it did L ful work to reconcile
- ST B et e at it did useful work to T . ‘ | . o - | ‘
povers. My delegation, which consideve that 1 as 3 Selitum ©a one of the are coumEries wileh e o ALl bt Sotomit b oo ‘
| . FF ~ - . RN a1 racra hotieen |
iewnoints And the diftfervences wure nob aluays between
siewnoluts -- apd bhe coilovenses

jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice and which worked in favour
mies bhat it decided independently and freely, and Vs , . .
the great Powers -- bnlnks Lhab it decided dndeg 7 ’ c of the legal settlement or the settlement by arbitration of any dispute. Ve ;
e - soncile the views 0f

tried tc reconcll :
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if we played the role of horest broker we N can only congratulate ourselves on this policy which, if it has caused us to lose
. 4o i mead as we were that any compromise was honourable a . ) . .
11 without excepbion, «onvinced as we were that any b scme cases, has always ensured to us that the law was on our eide. But we are in
al 2 2

if it guaranteed frow -he polnt of view of iuternaticnal law the

) ' dJuty bound to note that bthe international community is not of thi iew ané
titubio in i ntec grum to the victim. T said ”ffC(.)Hl the viewpoint of ¢ s Vvie
res [ ARG

that developments even seem to go in the contrary direction. We all
, P LA this ie the ooux of tine wmatter. There is indeed no , . )
international lew' because this is the cuvux ol tue know the fate of legal settlement in the Treaty on the Law of Treaties

' T i
clear and relevant lex lata offering a comwonly accepted and accepbable i which has been the very foundation of international law: +the principle E
solution. That is why artbicle XIT states Thnat: o ‘ was rescued bubt at what price? The price of the notion of jus cogens, a most ;
conpensation which the leunching Stave shall be Liable tu‘pay ' ambiguous notion, according to some even void of any meaning. Another example i
. . ) P O e PR s ;
for o iz es shall be determined in acuordapce with lUtuthF;undl law A occurred two years ago vhen the General Assembly adopted a Convention on :
B N A o P 1 £
and the principles of Jjustice end equiby ., .. iﬁ/@&dol,Bf 1) - & the Status of Special Missions, a convention of secondary importance by
fad it is clesr that my delegabion would aever .ove seeumed the vespons IbTIILY definition, but even for that convention the great majority refused to adopt
liwiting itself to this That is why we asked t this article slso bhe 2 provision providing for compulsory legal sebblement.
imeesved with & beleclogical chevacter. Lo snys that the awount of damage

Therefore my delegation has come to the conclusion that it is preferable

Lo 9
. . e s et ey i statue auo anbe the condition
st pe sach bhat it restores the vicbinm So tne sfabus duo ante ’

to have a well established procedure which would put the responsible State in
] D v cf +he damsge had rnob coocwrred. s . . L ‘ ; . s . .

that vould have existed if the damage nat ool o such a position that it will be unable, morally and politically, to ignore
T - N N e e e ﬁ"

Ve therefore reject phe interorebation ol article {LL wheveby 1%

in the eyes of the whole world the recommendation of the claims ~cmmissicon.

oL for Tohe SO VAR SR AN AR Coonhe eyes of oy A e T s o A - - ! " 5

proviag Lol total compeneatio s ’ 4l In addition, article XIX iz not an isolated article. It should be read in
on this asrticle is Sc dmternational law, as 1ls more

. AL % bl b Lot [

conjunction with article XV which relates to the composition of the claiws
In fact, mavy

crmission. My delegation would certainly have rejected article XIX if the

claims commission had for instance been composed on a Jjoint or equal basis.




A/C.1/PV.1823

MILG/bf
k3-hs

(Mr. Van Ussel, Belgium)

Article XV gpecifically provides that the Commission will be composed of
three members, the third of whom, +the Chairman, will be completely impartial
and will therefore offer the guarantee that the decision of the Commigsion
will be dmpartisl, so that I wonder how this decision -~ although it is called
recommendation -- could still be viewed as not being a compulsory decision.
This is but the beginning of our argument in favour of the draft

convention. We believe that this draft is more than a compromise. The
Belglan representative in the Legal Sub-Committee on cuter space presented it

by saying: "We are all here in a dual capacity, as jurists and as diplomats. Law

. . o . . - . . 1
science of what is right, diplomacy the science of what is possible’.

is the
I would add to this that the draft convention on liability is the happy
product of the marriage of law and diplomacy.

It remains for me to say a few words on paragraphs 37-40 of
the Report of the Committee on Outer Space relating to priorities in
the programme of work of the Legal Sub-Committee.

In the view of my delegation a certain logic must be respected in the work
of that Sub-Committee. Once agreement has been reached on the legal norms to
be applied, it 1s normal that consideration be given to the problem of to
what these norms and principles should apply. Therefore priority should be
granted to the definition of cuber space, and especially to the guestion of
registration of space objects.

On this last gquestion the Belgian delegation has already stated, and
wishes to repeat, that it was not convinced by The reply furnished by the
Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee in its Report of 1L May 1970. If we
caretully scrutinize the Report of that Sub-Committee we shall discever that

it reversed the order of things.

ié
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Thilst the Legal Sub-Committee had asked for an answer on registration
and then on identification, the Zcientitic and Technical Sub-Committee
concentrated its observations on identification, and spoke only incidentally
on registration. In philosophy such @ technique is called a reversal of
premises, and Lristotle already stigmatized such a philosophical subterfuge.

It is quite normal in international scciety for the means of
communication to be registered, even if such registration does not afford
total certainty about identification. ~Should cne do avay with the
regietration of ships and planes hecausze cne is unable +o Ldentify a ship or
a plane in distress or lost?

Paragraph 38 also grants priority to what is called, generally speaking,
questions relating to the moon. It is obvious that the proposal of the
Soviet Union to work out a preparatory treaty on the moon or, as it would
probably be more correct fto call it, a treaty regulating human activities
on the moon, comes within this general wording. The draft treaty presented
to us by the Soviet Union is very close o the general Treaty on principles
regulating human activities in outer space, on the moon and the other celestial
bodies, and it should therefcre be tied in with the work which the legal
Sub-Committee has already started with respect to the moon, work which hasg
already produced some other important basic documents.

That being so, the Soviet initiative deserves the support of our Committee.
Ve should like to remind members that Belgium is a co-sponsor of the Soviet
draft resolution, especially since the preamble mentions previous texts
submitted by the delegation of Argentina and since the operative part mentions
raragraph 38 of the report of the legal Sub-Commithee. That convention may
open the way to other idnitiatives of the same kind, and we might already
fnvisage in the not too distant future consideration of the legal status of
orbital and space stations.

These are some of the remarks vhich my delegation deemed it necessary to

make in the general debate on the question which is now on our agenda.
) 1
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(Mr. Banerjee, India)

My. BANERJED (India): The recent advances in outer space technology Thunba Equatorial Rocket Taunching Station (TERIS) range, and with the
have been rapid and fascinating. The success achieved through the genius, furopean opace Regearch Crganization for exchanges of scientific and technieal
scientific skill and labour of mankind has been spectacular. In the background information of mutual interest about space science and ‘technology, space
of this expanding outer space technology, my delegation feels, it should be experiments and space applications. f
the endeavour of the international community to benefit from the application The Tndian Cpace Research Organization (ISRQ) and the Insbtitute of
of outer space technology. The new technigues should rightly be applied for cace and ‘fercnautical Science (ISAS) of the University of Tokyo had
peaceful purposes only in the exploration and exploitation of outer space and conducted rocket experiments from the Thuwmba Range. Thege experiments were
in the extension of the frontiers of knowledge. The space Povers which have : conducted for the study of the Tguatorial Electro-jet using Nike-ipache

been pioneers in this highly sophisticated field deserve the full support of rockets supplied by NAZA of the United Ztates, while the ionospheric proktes

the international community and are to be congratulated on their remarkable gere constructed iy Japanese scientists.
achievements. india and the Goviet Union have also collaborated for conducting i
Before considering the report of the outer space Committee, ' should like

gystewatic invesligations of the upper atmosphere from the TERLS range using

to mention very briefly the space activities carried out in India. With the Soviet metecruvlogical rockets, and 35 Soviet-made M-1CC rockets have been

assistance and collaboration of the United States and the Soviet Union, India launched go far to measure certain data at 5C to 55 kilometres altitude.

has made significant progress in the application of space technology, and ve Under this programme about 100 rockets will be launched for these investigations

hope that the other developing countries also would come forward to reap over a pericd of two years.

similar benefits of outer space technology. V Cur interest in the field of space meteorology is well known. We have f
I should like to make a reference here to the two volumes of document

carried oubt joint experiments with NATZA of the United 5States and a major !
EAC.52/:%V/CRP.1 and E/4C.52/4V/CRP.1/Add.]l entitled “ipplication of Space

Technology to Development” by Dr. Vikram . Sarabhai and other Indian

programme in rocket weteorology is currently teing pursued in collaboration :

with the Scviet Union from the Thumba Eguatorial Rocket Taunching Station
sclentists of the Indian Space Resgearch Crganization, which have already (TERL&;. Tses of satellite meteorology, especially the study of cloud :
been published by the United Nations Cuter Space Divigion. This document " formstions and cloud pictureg is now part of a regular programme of the Indian ;
could not be discussed in detall in the eighth session of the Scientific and Veteorological Jepartment. This is of particular significance to us and
Techuical Sub-Cenmittee, but it was recognized then that it ccntaired considerable perhaps to many other countries as it is likely to assist in giving warnings
useful information. My delegation therefore sugsest:z that the recommendations well in advance about the occurrence of severe Lropical storms and thus
made in this document be examined for acceptance and appropriate action as it mininize the risks of widespread destruction of life and property.
is likely to bte of interegt particularly to other developing countries. Ve have made a modest beginning in the field of remote sensing, which is
The Fifth Training Course at the Fxperimental Satellite Communications likely to provide very exciting and cost effective applications. A programme
Farth Station (ZSCES) in Ehmedabad, Tndia, comnrenced on G September 1971, of remote sensing was successfully carried out with the assistance of NAZA ;
and a total of 15 trainees from Chara, ITrag, Kuwait, Poland, Republic of of the United States on the early detection of the coconut wilt (root) disease
Cuba, sudan, Jerdan and Cameroon have teen attending the Training Centre. in Kerala in South Indie. The initial results are extremely promising. Indian
Pvring the yesr 197C-1971, India concluded agreements with the United sclentists participated in the International Workshop on Earth Resources Survey

Kingdom and Jezpan lor conducting collaborative rocket experiments from the
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Systems held at Ann drbor, Michigan and at the United Notlons Panel on Remote

Sensing India has keen interest in this subject because of its potentialities

e

-

and we intend teo participate actively in the working group on remote sersing.

¢

when convened, asg a part of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space.
I should now like to mention triefly a few points regarding the report
of the outer space Committee and particularly regarding the draft convention
on international liability for damage caused by space objects. Uy delegation
would like o point out that the draft convention dces not fully represent
cur views on such gquestions ag settlement of disputes 1n case of damage
by objects launched into space, and the asgessment of compensation., My
delegatiocn appreciates that the present draft was the product of difficult
negotiations in the legal Zub-Committee over a period of more “han six years.
We would have preferred if, in the procedure provided for the sebtlement of
disputes relating to damages, it could be accepted that the award of the

claims commission would be binding on both the parties.

MH/ejT A/C.1/PV.1823
51

(Mr. Banerjee, India)

Cur views always have been that in case of damage by space objects the
compensation to the victim must be prompt and adequate and the quantum of
compensation should be viectim-oriented. In Jurisprudence it is a well-known
principle that justice should not merely be done but should also be seen to be
done. Similarly, it is not enough to give merely an assurance of prompt and
adequate compensation to the vietims: it must also appear in the convention
on liability that prompt and adequate compensation will be paid. My own
country and, I believe, many other countries would have been happy if the
award of the claims commission could have heen made binding, and that would
have set the pattern for the adoption of similar international conventions on
other subjects.

However, the 235 articles of bthe draft liability convention on which a
general consensus of agreement has been reached, in spite of the reservations
by some countries, is a considerable achievement in this rather difficult field
of negotviations. My delegation would therefore support the adoption of the draft
convention in its present form, even though it is not entirely satisfactory to
us.  The draft liability convention recommended by the cuter-space Ccommittee
provides an assurance and a reasonable prospect of the payment of prompt and
fair compensation to the victims concerned even though it is not in the precise
form in which we and many other countries would have liked it to be specified

s 4

in the convention.

I might mention that the question of registration of space objects launched
p from the earth has a direct bearing on the question of implementation of the
liability convention, to which we have always attached great importance. The
registration of all space objects launched into space would help identification,
which 1s necessaiy for submitting claims for damages under the liability
convention. The question of registration of space objects should therefore
be taken up on a priority basis.
5 iy delegation is happy to note that the use of satellite broadcasting for
the advancement of education and training has been specifically mentioned in the

report of the outer-space Committee, with particular reference to the work

brogramme currently being undertaken by the United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization and the International Telecommunication

P

SR

e

T
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Union, which the Sub-Committee considered to be vital to the development of
J
gatellite broadcasting for the advancement of education and training. My

delegation welcomes in this connexion the decision of the Government of Firance

tc extend invitations to technical panels to partvicipebte in a number of programmneg

on space technology applications which are being carried oub by the Maticnal
Space Research Centre. Ve welcome the statement by the representative of Japan
regarding Japan's intention to invite experts from other countries to a panel

on satellite troadcasting for education, which isg likely to be held in 1975.

Ve also welcome the decisions of the Governments of the United dingdom and France

to provide fellowships for training w8 wentioned in the

report of the Sub-Committee. It is 2 matter of

report of the out space Committee welccried the training facilities being
provided by the Government of India in satellite communication technology at

nat the

Ct‘

the Experimental Batellite Communication Earth Station in India, and

Committee toolk note of the views expressed by the Sue-Cormittee on The grogress

reported iegarding the work of the Thumba Egaatorial Rocket Lavnching Station

.

India and the CELPA Mar del Plata Roclket Launching Btotlion in Argentina,

L 4

and shared the Sub-Committee's sgatisfaction at the work beiny carrisd out at

those ranges relating to the use of sounding rocket Tacilities for internationsl
co-operation and training in the ﬂcaxnf Loand scilentific explovetion of onter
space.

My delegation welcomes the inibiative of the bHovieb Union in inbroducing
s draft Sreaty concerning the moon (£/C.1/1.568). It is = mabter for
consideration whether the draft trezty should cover other celestial bodies as

well, so that there would be only one ftreaty on the subject. Regarding

i
4

regsources of the moon, our view is that Thouse resources cmust he 35

the common heritage of mankind and not ©& supjech to approvriabion, by any pariy,

by occupation or by extractilon 28 vroLe: Trere stood, fowsver, be Treedlom to

the moon for the purpose of further exploraticn of other planets and celestisl

bodies. My delegation is of the view that there is need for closer examiastion

of the provisions regarding the exploitation of the

and would suggest That the various articles ¢ the draflt the

meon should be carefully considered by the all 50

cone T lerarnton oL arnrh Lresly ool n i IR TATSEN : SENERE : comssnda
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Before concluding I should like to thank those members of the Committee,
in particular the representatives of the Soviet Union, Mexico, Italy, Japan
and other friendly countries, for the deep sympathy they have expressed regarding
the recent calamity in the coastal areas of the Bay of Bengal in my country.

Tt ig of particular significance that, with the application of outer space

technolopy, 1t might be possible in future to give advance warning of approaching

tropical storms and tidal waves, so that wany lives may be saved and such
calamities in different parts of the <orld may be less destructive.

My delegation is of the view that the United Nations has a significant
role to play as a ceutre of international co-operation, particularly in
meeting the needs of the developing countries in this highly specialized field.
Yie would, theretore, extend our support for the programmes on space applications
cn the lines proposed by the Secretary-General in his report (A/AC.luS/C.l/L.BY)
I should like to emphasize once again that India attaches great importance to
the entire Field of the peaceful uses of outer space, and we believe that
this new technoclogy has immense potential which could and should be utilized

for the benefit of mankind as a whole.

My . AKVET (Ghana ): Since this is the first time, Sir, that my
Jdelegation has spoken in this Committee under vour chairmanship, I should like
to extend to you my warmest congratulations on your unanimous election. My
delegation was privileged to work with you for nearly three years in the
Committee for the twenty-Tifth amniversary of the United Na ns and can
bear witness o your eminent qualities as an accomplished diplomat and
statesman. We have every confidence in your leadership and guidance.

My delegation has alsc ha

the good fortune to work with the Vice-Chairman,
Mr. Ramphul of Mauritius, in his capacity as Vice-Chairman of the enlarged

sea~bed Committee, and the successful oubtcome of our deliberations during our

meetings in Geneva in March this year was due in no small measure to his oufstanding

contribution.
Cur Rapporteur, Mr. Migliolo of Italy, also served as Rapporteur of the
Committee for the twenty-fifth anniversary, with which, as I have already

indicate

1w delegation was very closely associated. I am confident that this
Committee will benefit immensely Trom the enthusiasm and thoroughness which

he showed in his weork in that Committee.
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The eminent qualities of all three officers of our Committee leave my
my delegation no doubt that our work in the Committee under your chairmanship,
Sir, will be fruitful and constructive, and my delegation pledges its Full
support.
During the current year, 1971, the world has continued to witness not
only further rapid advances in the Tield of space science and technology
but also progress in international co-operation in the peaceful uses of
outer space. The United States Apollo 14 and Apollo 15 missions, in January
and August this year, which landed men on the moon to explore further the moon's
surface, were an outstanding success. I uvally important was the establishment
by the Soviet Union, in June 1971, of the first manned scientific station, Salyut,
in earth orbit. The scientific work done by the three Soviet cosmonauts akcard
that orbital laboratory made a significant contribution to the development of
orbital manned space flights. Their death was a tragic loss for all mankind,
and vwe salute their memory.
The magnificent achievements of Apollo 1k and Apollo 15 and of Salyut
have tended to overshadow other areas of progress in space science and
technology, such as the applications of space science and technology to
economic development, particularly in the fields of broadcasting, communications,
and earth-sensor satellites. 1In this area of applicable space science, not
only the space Powers but also, thanks to increasing interrationsl co-operation at
both the bilateral and the multilateral level, several other nations
have made significant contributions to developments in space science applications.
While we commend those technological advances, my delegation would like to
stress once again the need for continued international co-operation, not only

among the space Powers but among all nations.

NR/ef A/C.l/EV.leB
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(Mr . Akwed, Ghana)

Many aspects of space activities, by their very nature, have political,
econcmic and social implicaticns which can affect the security and soverelgn
rights of States. Therefore the need for internaticnal coc-operaticn to ensure
the peaceful uses of outer space for the benefit of all mankind cannot be
cver-emphasized. It is for these reasons that my delegaticn has always
supported and will continue tc support United Naticns efforts in this
divection.

T should now like to make some comrents on the report of the Committee
cn the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space., In so doing I should like to consider
two specific aspects of the report which seen to my delegaticn to deserve
{re most serious and urgent ccnsideration at this time: namely, (a) the
draft ccnvention submitted by the Legal Tub-Committee cn liability for damage
caused by obstacles launched into cuter space, and (b) the recomrendations of
the Geientific and Technical fub-Committee for continued United Nations
gctivities to meet the needs of developing countries in the field of the
spplications of space technology to develoovment.

The draft convention cn liability for damage caused by objects launched
into space no doubt forms the most lmportant basis of our discussicns this
vear on the item of outer space. After eight years of work in the Legal
Sub-Committee,. the completion of the draft convention is in a sense the
erd of a leng and arducus journey, one which, we recall, began in 1963 at
the eighteenth sessicn of the General Assembly, when the Assembly adopted
the Declaraticn of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in
the Exploration and Use of Cuter Space and requested the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Cuter Gpace to prepare a draft conventicn cn liability for
damage caused by space objects.

Grana has since that time been one of the streng advcocates of the urgency
and importance of having such a convention cencluded as scen as possible. Ue
again voted last year in support of resolution 2733 3 (XXV), which expressed
the Gereral Assembly's deep regret that the cuter-space Zcwmittee had not been
able to complete the draft liability ccnvention and urged that the completlon

of such a treaty shovld remeain the firme pricrity task of the cuter-space

Sommittee.
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We recall that last year the two main articles cn which there was still
disagreement in the cuter-space Ccmmittee were cne dealing with applicable
space law and the other with the settlement of disputes. Under the cumpromise
ncw reached in the case of applicable lew, coupensaticn

B R - ) * aticone aw and the
"-1al) te determined “n nocerdance with internaticnal law and th

principles of justice and equity, in order to provide such reparaticn

and respect of the damage as will restore [the party/ cn whose behalf

the claim is presented to the condition which weuld have existed if
the Jamage had not cccurred’. (Article XIT)

In tke case of settlement of disputes, the agreed comprcmise was that
the three-man claims commissicn's ruling on the merits of a compensaticn
claim and the amount of compensaticn payable 'shall be final snd binding if
the parties have so agreed” in advance. That is in articles ¥Xv to ALi.

Like several other representetives thst have spckern before me, including the
Cheirman of the legal-Sub-Committee, my = egat’cn holds the view that the draft
conventicn is not a perfect instrument. Ve are particularly disappointed that
the lex loci has not been accepted as the law upcn which claims will be based.

My Government has not given up hope that in the long run, whether by way of
reconsideration or of revision of the conventicn, this defect will be reredied.
My delegation is, however, realistic enough to appreciate that cne can hardly
expect a perfect instruwent from a docurent which has emerged only after

eight years of arduous negotiaticns in which compromises have had to be reached
on deeply entrenched positions in order to arrive at & ccmsensus i orhervise
inscuble problems. It is in this spirit that we wculd accept a comprcmise
text and would in fact support it. MNevertheless, we share the views expressed
by the celegaticns of Ttaly, Sweden, Canada and Japan cn article XIX, paragraph 2,
of the draft conventicn, to tre effect that the rule contained in that article
is not sufficiently effective to guarantee that the victims will in all cases
receive proper compensaticn, and that a feruulaticn according to which awards

wculd be binding in all cases

al

o

witrout gqualifications, would have been

>

3 3 R T R I - i ~rsction v
In this connexicn, my delegation is cf the vizw thet the su~resticn made

o

yesterday by the rerresentative -f Carada to the affect that Sfates ¢
o

o
i ' i ign and rat! ; onverticn, to
raking voluntary declaraticns when they sign end ratlfl the conventicn,

accept as binding the decision of any claims crumiexion appointed under the

cenventicn vig-a

: : 2 aked = 3 T O Jeclarati
718 any other party which makes & reciprocal declaration,

1 e =S nsi ration.
is of ccnsiderable merit snd deserves the most favourable ccnsideratior
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In expressing my delegation's acceptance of and supprcrt for the draft

liakility ccnventicn in spite of its imperfecticns, T wish to make it quite

clear that this acceptance ana support are withcut prejudice to any future action

the Government of Ghana might wish to taek when the conventicn comes up for
further cengideraticn before signature and ratificaticn.

With the ccnclusicn of the draft liability cenvention, we hope the
Legal bub-Ccmmittee will ncw devote its attention to other matters which have
not been given adaequate consideration, because of the priority given all these

years to the liability ccnvention. In this regard, my delegation notes the

be given to matters of objects launched into space for the exploration or use

cf cuter space and to questicns relating to the mocn. This reccmrendation, in

our view, should allcw for early ccnsideration of tre Soviet-proposed draft

treaty concerning the mcen, which we ccensider a werthy initiative.

L now wish to turn to the report of the Scientific and Technical

Hub~Committee. It is ekvicus from the report that the Sub-Cemmittee's most
gignificant achievement during the year was the establishrent and cenvening
of & Horking Group cn Remote Sensing of the Earth by Satellites. My delegation

welcsres and fully supports the formaticn of the Working Grcupe. Although
remote

w

ensing by satellite is still largely at the experimental stage, these
experirents have already reached a stage where there can be little doubt +that
when Tully developed such space science applications will prove to be

5 most effective tcol in centrolling and utilizing man's environment and the
2rth's rescurces to alleviate problems such as the shortage of food. Such
applications can also increase our kncwledze of the world's rescurces and enable
us to determine more scientifically the relaticnship that should exist between

populaticns and natural resources. Indeed, this revolutionary new science and

tecknology can be extremely helpful to the economic devel oprent of ccuntries,
particularly the developing ccuntries.

 Hewever, we shculd do well to heed the timely advice given by several

lelegations, including Brazil, that we first make sure that activities in this
Pleld are programmed under United Naticns auspices and in such a way as fully to
respect the soverelgn rights of States.

S

My delegation expresses the hope that the
Vorking Greup will take this into consideration in tackling the great task

reccmrendation in paragraph 38 of the cuter-space Committee's report that priorities
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entrusted to it. Having said this, however, my delegaticn would like to state

its fipm support for any prograrme by which satellites cculd be used to
and objectives of the United Naticns all over the

satellites to

disseminate the goals J0rid.
Ve would particularly welcome extensive use of communicaticn
peam not cnly television bub also radio programwes to the relevant areas of
Africa in combating such inhuman and uncivilized policies as racism and apartheid,
If, as has been stressed over and over again, the United Nations efforts
in promoting applicable space science and technclegy are to enable the
developing countries in particular to derive benefits frem such applications,
then the need for education and training for scilentists from developing ccuntries
in the field of applicable space science cannot be over emphasized. My delegaticn
attactes grest impcrtance to this matter of education and training, and 1t
ig for this reason that we warmly welcome the decisicn of the Governwents of
the TUnited Kingdom and France to provide fellouships for training persons from
the developing countrizs in the near future. Ve also wish to thenk the
Governmrent of India for the offer of training facilities in satellite communication
Lentrno cxy at the Bxperimental Zatellite Communication Barth Staticn in India.
while ye note thwt further offers of training way be fortheoming from the
Government of Japan, we would appeal tc u-l Member Htates that are in a position
to do s0 to consider granting scholarships to gerscns from developing comtries

to undertake training in epplicable space science 2nd technology.

AfC.1/PV,1823 a/3h A/C.I/EX.1825

(Mr. Akwed , Ghana}

With regard to technical panels, my delegation notes with interest also
that in order to help disseminate knowledge about space technology and
applications in the developing countries, the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Cemrittee has recommended a programme of technical panels and other meetings
for 1971 and 1972, as well as the continuation of the work of the United Nations
Bxpert on Fractical Applications of Space Technology, Professor Ricciardi.

We fully support these two recommendations, particularly the continuation
of Professor Ricciardi's work. My delegation is impressed by the enthusiazsm
and competence with which the Expert is fulfilling his assignment. We wish him
every success 1n his endeavours.

Finally, I should like to make some brief remarks about the First United
Nations Panel on Remote Sensing for earth resources surveys which was held in
May this year, at the invitation of the United States Goverament, as rart of
the United Nations programme to disseminate knowledge about the application of space
sclence to developmwent.

My delegation was honoured to preside over this first United Nations panel
the success of which the outer-space Committee has noted with pleasure in
paragraph 235 of its report.

On behalf of the panel, I should like to take this opportunity to expres-
our sincere appreciation and gratitude to the Government of the United States
for inviting us to observe space applications work under way in various parts
of the United States. The wealth of information freely made available to us
during our visits tc Purdue University, NASA's Manned Space Craft Centre in
Houston, Texas, the Goddard Space Flight Centre and NASA Headquarbers in
Yashington, contributed immensely to our understanding of the programme.

I hope that future United Nations panels, particularly the forthcoming
one scheduled to be held in Brazil from 29 November to 10 December this year,
will be even more successful.

Although it was regrettavle that my continent, Africa ~- which perhaps

of all the continents stands in greatest need of development -- was under-
represented at the first United Nations Technical Fanel, I am personally
confident thet thils ancmaly will be corrected in future, as more and move Alrican
tountries reccme aware of the petential be.efits of such applicable

Space science to econcmic development. My delegation would therefore, withoub

Bay nesitation, fully endorse the continuation of such panels in the future.
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efforts in order to ensure their success,

The CHAIRMAN (interprebation from French): T thank the

iy Mp, Akweld g congratulations to the officers
representabtive of Ghana, Mr. Akwei, for his con:u

of the Committee.
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During the debate on the previous item in the Committee, I had Occasicn

to refer to the fact that our institutions had lagged far behind man's

scientific and teghnolm”lcal achlevements. The uses of outer sSrace serve

as an outstanding illustration of this fact. The gap is even reflected in the

work of the two Sub-Committees of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
space . Now this remark should in no way reflect any criticism of the

substantial and most valuable work acccmplished by the Sutstanding group of

Jurists who constitute the Legal Sub-Committee. It is simply one of the facts
of our present state of mind. Considerin: the long period of tipe it took
to arvive at the drart convention on international Lliability,

before us

vhich is now

the whole new Field of the law of outer Space should be given urgent

and fFar-sigs ghteqd considersation.

Certain delegations have voiced their apprehensions about the rossible

Ways in which earth satellites might he misused. It wag pointed out, for

instance, that the use of the Zarth Resources Survey Prosram in the field orf
netural resources conla also be used For the Furposes of economic §nying, which
would then b hizhly detrimental to the developing country involved. The use of

satellites in the development of natural rescurces vas one of the items on the

,.

agenda of the fivas meeting held by the

Lommittee on Natural
Resources.

Ancther item, which hags also e engaged the attention of other Ccrzans of the

United Nations for a number of JEALES now was the question of the permanent

sOveresignty of 3tates over their natural resources. Now, Obviously, there ig

a link between the remote sensing of the earth by satellite and the question of

Permanent sovereignty over natural resources - and the sooner s formula is

found to accommodate the two, the bhetter. T would go further and point out that

the misuse of the Barth Resources Survey pro. fre May not be limited only to

eccnonic matters, important as they may be, but that satellites, as we well Imow,

culd also be the means for obtaining intelligence data of vital strategic
Significance,

The rreat

advances in +the uge of cuter space have made the traditional

legal concepts of the inviolability of a State's air space or Juricdictional

SCvereionty ~well.nigh lnapplicable. Non-space Powers especially are totally




AW/ 5k A/C.1/PV.1823 P ekl A/C.1/PV.1823
Eh-65 ‘ 66

(Mr. Al-Zahawie, Iraq)

helpless as matters stand now. This is yet ancther global problem which calls
The CHATEMAN (1interpretation from French): If no other member of 1

For a global approach. It is in this light that the work of Urj i or ) - _
bOr A shobs pprose . ) ’ Urited Rations the Committee wishes to take the floor, I should like to announce that

organizations in this field in general and the work of the Committee on the . . L .
in the course of the two meetings which we shall be holding tomorrow, we

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in particular assume their full significance. v
shall endeavour to conclude the general debate and, if possible, in the

Finally, my delegation believes that among the subjects listed in the ) X X “
‘ afternoon complete our discussion of the draft resolutions and vote on them. %5

agenda for the next session of the Legal Sub-Committee, matters relating to the . - . . .
That 1s why I should like to appeal to members of the Committee. Three

registration of objects launched into space for the exploration or use of outer ) . . . . . "
delegations have inscribed their names on the list of speakers for tomorrow &

space, and matters relating to activities carried out through remote sensing ) v . . ) A o o
morning, and 13 wish to speak in the afterncon. In order to facilitate our gd

satellites, deserve particular priority. I would also include with that the 1 _ 2
’ P P Y f work, I would therefore ask some of those delegations which are inscribed '

question of the ownership of the information obtained by remote sensing. . . (
1 T J ’ on the afternocon 1list to be good enough to be ready to speak at the morning il

An agreement on these subjects would greatly contribute to the attainment of a ting
meeting.

more comprehensive codification of the international. law of outer space in o . i )
- v In addition, I should like to inform the members of the Committee of the

future. Tt is in this spirit that my delegation welcomes the draft convention . ) B} .
b 7 & fact that Sierra Leone has become a co-sponsor of the draft resolutions
on international liability, as 1t also welcomes and commends the Soviet ot . . 3
' [ appearing in documents A/C.l/L.S?O and L.572.
initiavive in the preparation of an international treaty corme erning the moon. 3
prep 4 = , ‘ I should also Jike to draw the Committee's attention +to the note of

the Secretary-General distributed at the beginning of this meeting as a
conference room paper, dated 24 September 1971. That note refers to two 4
practical matters: the volume of documentation and interpretation at the
meetings. It is especially to this last polnt ~- which 1s taken up in
paragraph 3 of the note -- that I wish to draw the attention of all

members of the Committee so that bty facilitating the task of our devoted

interpreters we may take full advantage of the statements of all delegatione.

. The meeting rose at 5.25 p.m.
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