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International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer
space: report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
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GENERAL DEBATE (continued)

1. Mr. SHARIF (Indonesia): Although representing the
Government of a non-space Power and a non-member of
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, my
delegation attaches great importance to items 33 and 92,
which have been under consideration in this Committee
since Thursday, 4 November.

2. Ever since 1957, when man succeeded in launching
objects into orbit, our interest in space affairs has grown
steadily. With great admiration we have witnessed each year
the spectacular achievements of science and technology
_unfolding ever further the mysteries of the universe,
including outer space. The past year was no exception.

3. The world has noted the hitherto inconceivable further
achievements of scientists of the United States and the
Soviet Union, who have made it possible to bring to a
successful conclusion such moon probes as Apollo 14 and
15, Lunokhod, Mars and others. We share with the United
States and the Soviet Union the pride of man’s ability in his
search for a better knowledge of the universe, which at the
same time opens new prospects and possibilities in space
science and technology. On a sadder note, we also share the
grief and sorrow of the Soviet Union at the loss of
cosmonauts Dobrovolsky, Volkov and Patsaev.

4. We have also noted the launching of national satellites
by France, Japan, Italy and China, and the multilateral
launchings by the European Space Research Organization
and the United States National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA). Contacts for exchange of informa-

tion and experiences, as well as co-operation between
NASA and the Soviet Acadeny of Sciences, are most
gratifying indeed. My Government applauds the continued
trend towards bilateral and multilateral co-operation in
space research and exploration and is looking forward to an
increasing role by the United Nations in space matters.

5. The use of outer space offers to mankind new technical
advantages. To benefit from them we all must seize every
opportunity for peaceful co-operation and agreement.
Corflicts in space have not yet broken out, but its problems
are urgent. Thus, in addition to the programme for space
applications, which my country as a non-space Power
believes should have first priority, we also feel equally the
urgency of a progressive development of the law governing
activities in outer space.

6. My Government believes in the principle of equal
opportunity for peaceful scientific initiatives, but we are
also aware of the extremely contrasting stage of develop-
ment between space and non-space Powers, which also
brings with it differences of interest and approach. In these
circumstances we hope that the United Nations will be in a
position to play an increasing role to meet the needs of us
all, space and non-space Powers alike.

7. With reference to the report of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space contained in document
A/8420; my delegation would like to express first of all its
deep appreciation to the members of the Committee who
have laboured relentlessly on behalf of us all to complete
the difficult task entrusted to them in General Assembly
resolution 1348 (XII) of 13 December 1958. We are most
grateful, further, for the concise but clear introduction
presented to this Committee at the 1819th meeting by the
Chairman of the outer-space Committee, Ambassador
Waldheim of Austria, and by Mr. Wyzner of Poland,
Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee.

8. This year the report of the Legal Sub-Committee
presents a brighter outlook. Considering the Assembly’s
disappointment during past years, expressed inter alia last
year in its resolution 2733 B (XXV), at the Committee’s
fajlure to produce a draft convention on liability for
damage caused by objects launched into outer space, my
delegation is now happy and would like to congratulate the
Committee most sincerely for presenting, in paragraph 32
of its report, the draft convention on international liability
for damage caused by space objects. We know that that
draft has been achieved only as a result of patient and
painstaking negotiations of give and take for no less than
eight long years. :

9. For a country like Indonesia—a non-space Power but
nevertheless a potential victim of space accidents—this draft
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convention is of the utmost importance. With the ever-
growing development of science and technology in outer
space and with -the constantly increasing number of space
objects in orbit, we must assume that there is also a growing
danger of space objects falling to the earth and causing l9ss
of life, injury and loss or damage of property. A liability
convention is, no doubt, an indispensable instrument
providing an innocent and unsuspecting victim wijch a
guarantee that his claim will be promptly and effectively
processed with a view to ensuring a full measure of

compensation.

10. My delegation agrees with many who have spoken
before me that the draft convention is not perfect in all its
intents and purposes and not completely satisfactory to all
of us. For years, there was known to be disagreement
among members of the Committee on the issues of the
measure of compensation and of the claims procedures.

11. My delegation has noted from paragraph 35 of the
report that that disagreement still exists. The Governments
of Canada, Japan, Iran and Sweden reserved their position
on the substance of the current text pertaining to those two
issues. Having further carefully listened to the explanations
by the representatives .oncerned, my delegation tends to
support their views, since they are close if not identical to

its own.

12. My delegation has throughout maintained its position
in favour of payment of a full measure of compensation to
the victim and effective, clear procedures for settlement of
claims. We are most grateful that this position has ulti-
mately been reflected in resolution 2733 B (XXV) of last
year, the original draft of which was co-sponsored by
Indonesia and which, in operative paragraph 5, states that
“y condition of a satisfactory convention on liability is that
it should contain provisions which would ensure the
payment of a full measure of compensation to victims and
effective procedures which would lead to the prompt and
equitable settlement of claims”.

13. Unfortunately, exoneration of the launching State
from absolute liability is still permitted in our present draft,
even if it is now limited to the two situations defined in
article VI, paragraph 1. We are grateful that such concepts
as the limitation of the amount of compensation and the
concept of fault have been eliminated, and that in
paragraph 2 it is further stressed that:

“No exoneration whatever shall be granted in cases
where the damage has resulted from activities conducted
by a launching State which are not in conformity with
international law including, in particular, the Charter of
the United Nations and the Treaty on Principles Gover-
ning the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of
Outer Space, including the Moon and other Celestial

bodies.”

14. At first sight, one might feel that the principle of a full
measure of compensation is strengthened by the wording of
article XII, which provides for a restoration “to the
condition which would have existed if the damage had not
occurred”. The compensation that the launching State shall
be liable to pay for damage, however, shall be determined
“in accordance with international law and the principles of

justice and equity”. No references are made to the lex log
delicti commissi that has been favoured by many, includin
my country. Nor do we see in article XIX any final and
binding character for the decisions of the claims commis:

sion.

15. We shall be able, no doubt, to find a more suitab]
formula, which will reflect more clearly our principle o
absolute liability and an adequate balance between th
interests of the launching States and potential victims o
space objects, based on the lex loci and the victim-oriente
character of the convention. At this stage of our discus
sions, however, my delegation believes that the proposal o
the representative of Canada, which is now contained j
document A/C.1/L.574, in his statement on this issue at th
1821st meeting, merits our careful study.

16. On the question of participation in the convention
my delegation, believing in the principle of universality an
the adherence of the greatest possible number of States t
international treaties and conventions, if they are to b
made effective, is completely satisfied with the “all States
formula in article XXIV of the draft convention.

17. Concluding our comments on the draft conventio
my delegation believes that, in spite of its shortcoming
this present draft seems to establish to a certain extent
some kind of responsibility of the launching State in th
interest of potential victims of space objects, and could bex:
regarded as the third in our series on the progressive;
development of the law of outer space, supplementary t
the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of Statess
in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including thex
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies [resolution 2222 (XXI)
annex] and the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts;
the Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objec
Launched into Outer Space, of 1968 [resolution;
2345 (XXI1I), annex].

18. With the completion of the draft convention onj
international liability, my delegation agrees that the Com:
mittee should include for immediate future discussion such
urgent items as those listed in paragraph 37 of its report,
Although they are all of the utmost importance for further}
development of our activities, my delegation believes that
some kind of balance between development of the law of
outer space and space applications should be maintained.

19. My delegation wholly subscribes to the arguments Qf:
the delegation of Canada /182Ist meeting] and therefore
supports its proposal, already endorsed by others, to max

matters relating to the registration of objects launched into;
outer space for the exploration or use of outer space thej
first subject for immediate consideration. For the balanced:
programme that I stressed earlier, my delegation believes
that matters relating to activities carried out through,
remote-sensing satellite surveys of earth resources should b¢]
given further high priority for prompt, serious study.

20. In view of the constantly increasing number of moon
flights and the progress in the orbiting of manned scientiﬁtf
stations, my delegation further believes that the rules whiCh
govern man’s activities on the moon should also be
prepared as a matter of urgency. We are gratified to have;
already before us the draft treaty concerning the moon
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proposed by the Soviet Union in document A/8391 and
explained in detail by the Soviet representative, Mr. Issrael-
yan, at the 1820th meeting. Full advantage should be taken
of this draft. A careful study should be made of it by the
Committee in its forthcoming sessions, together with other
drafts and proposals.

21. In connexion with the report of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee, my delegation would like to
welcome, above all, the establishinent and convening of the
Working Group on Remote Sensing of the Earth by
Satellites. As an important field in addition to broadcasting
and telecommunications, remote sensing of the earth by
satellites is, for a developing country like Indonesia, of the
utmost importance. We do not expect that the techniques
of remote sensing of the earth by satellites will overnight
replace our present methods of surveying earth resources.
Remote sensing by satellites is still in its formative stage.
We do believe, however, in the unlimited possibilities of
such surveys, and that, if fully developed and carefully
undertaken, remote sensing by satellites could indeed
facilitate and accelerate the tremendous work that still
remains to be done in this field in the developing countries.
The training of skilled personnel and the procurement of
the necessary equipment are no doubt the main direct
issues to be studied carefully.

22. In this context, my delegation has noted with special
interest paragraphs 9 to 29 of the report of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, as well as the report
of the Secretary-General dealing with the assessment of the
needs of developing countries and the ability of the United
Nations to meet them, especially in the field of space
applications [A/AC.105/C.1/L.37 and Add.1]. My delega-
tion shares the opinion of the Secretary-General that if the
United Nations is to promote exploration and the use of
outer space in the interests of mankind, it must, in the
words of paragraph 3 of the report, “make certain that all
Member States are in a position to fully avail themselves of
the benefits of space applications and are able, if necessary,
to safeguard their national interests when, on the interna-
tional level, political and legal decisions have to be made on
specific space applications systems”. On that basis, my
delegation endorses the recommendation that the Expert
on Space Applications should continue his work. I should
l}ke, at the same time, to pay tribute to Professor Ricciardi
for the special concern he has shown for developing
countries in investigating ways of providing information
and technical assistance in space applications. The two-
phase programme which he helped formulate for the
Secretary-General’s report demonstrates his realistic and
sound approach to the problem.

23. Tt is in this context also that my delegation agrees to
endorse the draft resolution submitted by the Soviet Union
and adopted by the outer space Committee [see 4/8420,
Para. 15/, calling for the allocation of an additional sum of
$[.J’.'S'.70,000 to the budget of the Cuter Space Affairs
Division of the United Nations Secretariat for the purpose
of promoting the participation of developing countries in
practical space applications of space technology. The
prt_)grammes of panel meetings for 1972, the meetings on
points of contact, and the various visits and studies will
enable the Expert on Space Applications to identify better
the needs and requirements of each country and thus

increase the effectiveness of future planning. My delegation
believes that the Outer Space Affairs Division of the
Secretariat is to become the most suitable organ for the
co-ordination of all United Nations activities in the field of
outer space. We should like to see it further develop its role
as a clearing-house for information and assistance in space
applications.

24. In conclusion, ! should like to express mv Govern-
ment’s deep appreciation to the United States, France, the
United Kingdom, ltaly, J apan and other Member States, as
well as to such specialized agencies as the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Culturat Organization
(UNESCO), the World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) for
inviting panels and granting fellowships to candidates from
developing countries, including my own. In serious prepara-
tion for its project for the remote sensing of its natural
resources and other space applications, Indonesia, for its
part, intends to seek and utilize opportunities for obtaining
information and assistance by attending, whenever practi-
cable and feasible, any panel meetings and meetings of
points of contact.

25. Mr. POZO (Chile) finterpretation from Spanish): The
Chilean delegation has studied with particular attention the
report submitted to the twenty-sixth session of the General
Assembly [4/8420] by the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space, and we were able to note with
satisfaction the significant progress achieved during the last
years of its work. I should like to convey to that
Committee and its Chairman, Ambassador Waldheim, our
warmest congratulations on the work done.

26. Unquestionably, the most important aspect of the
report is that which relates to the draft convention on
international liability for damage caused by space objects.
My delegation is aware of the arduous work that was
required to obtain agreement on this point, which is the
fruit of more than eight years of negotiations and which, it
is .equally clear to us, has been achieved through compro-
mise.

27. In the preamble—specifically, in the fourth para-
graph—we find the crux of the whole draft convention, that
is to assure the prompt and full payment of compensation
to victims of such damage. If we relate that to the
provisions contained in article II to the effect that the
launching State shall be wholly liable and shall pay
compensation for damage caused by its space object, we
can see that the desires of the Committee in these recent
years have been met.

28. Notwithstanding the language of the declaration in the
preamble referred to, the text of the draft convention
would be weakened, in its operative part, if we did not
establish clearly and categorically the manner in which the
compensation is to be determined and complete payment
of the amount to be paid, in order to restore the person,
State or organization, on whose behalf the claim is
presented, to the condition which would have existed had
the damage not occurred. It is understandable, therefore,
that certain delegations have expressed reservations con-
cerning the solutions presented to the two most important
problems raised by the draft convention: the measures for
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compensation and the competence of the claims commis-
sion established in articles XII and XIX of the draft
convention.

29. However, my delegation considers that it is necessary
to take a realistic attitude and concede that despite its
imperfections the draft convention being submitted for
consideration is an important step forward with respect to
liability. Moreover, we trust that this agreement, which has
been widely negotiated and which, as we have already said,
is the fruit of a compromise, does represent the positive
intention of the contracting parties to give full compliance
to its provisions. In the last analysis, its efficacy will only
be measurable as we make progress in its application. If
situations exist which detract from its validity or which
render impracticable compliance with the rules it contains,
it will be essential to proceed to its revision pursuant to the
specific provision established in article XXVI of the draft
convention in question.

30. My delegation also finds equally commendable the
decision taken by the Scientific and Technical Sub-
Committee, to establish a Working Group on Remote
Sensing of the Earth by Satellites, and I should like to
express our hope for the success of the work which will be
started by that Group in the course of next year. My
delegation also hopes that its proposed objectives will be
fully realized with a view to the maximum utilization of
space application, including observation of the earth envi-
ronment to the benefit of all States, taking into considera-
tion the sovereign rights of each State, and it trusts that a
multilateral agreement on this question will be speedily
reached.

31. I should like now to say a few words on the
programme on the evaluation of the needs of the devel-
oping countries and the ability of the United Nations to
deal with it—a programme which is being effectively
directed by Professor Ricciardi. My delegation considers it
of the utmost importance to continue, stimulate and
develop this programme and to provide adequate resources
for its completion so that the advances and benefits of
space technology can be shared by all States, particularly
the developing countries. Technological transfers and the
training of scientific cadres through the granting of fellow-
ships for special studies has become an aspiration for the
developing countries which, like my own, hope to be able
to participate actively in the future work in science and
technology. In this sense we note with satisfaction that
operative paragraph 8 of draft resolution A/C.1/L.569
reflects these concerns.

32. Lastly, my delegation has taken note with great
interest of the draft treaty concerning the moon [A/C.1/
L.568], submitted by the delegation of the Soviet Union,
which is a valuable contribution to the regulation of the
activities of States in the exploration. and exploitation of
the moon, its subsoil and the circumlunar space.

33. We consider fully justified the recommendation of the
outer space Committee to attach priority to the matters
relating to the moon, as expressed in paragraph 38 of the
report, and we believe that the draft convention should be
studied by the Legal Sub-Committee together with all funar
matters, such as the draft treaty submitted by the Argen-

tine delegation, concerning the legal nature of the natural
resources of the moon and the principles that should govern
States in the utilization of those resources fA/AC.105/C.2/
L.71 and Comr.1].

34. Mr. OSMAN (Egypt): Mr. Chairman, the delegation of
Egypt is once again pleased to be taking part, under your
distinguished guidance, in efforts to promote international
co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space for the
benefit of mankind.

35. One of the main achievements this year has been the
agreement, in the Legal Sub-Committee, to send forward
for consideration the text of a draft convention on
international liability for damage caused by space objects
[see A/8420, para. 32]. After eight years of intensive work,
the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Quter Space approved the draft convention at its
mieeting at Geneva on 29 June this year.

36. The draft convention as it is presented to us here is by
no means perfect nor is it fully satisfactory. But, in a spirit
of co-operation, my delegation, like many other delega-
tions, has made important concessions to accommodate the
different points of view presented in the Committee. It is to
b& hoped that the draft convention will help to promote
the rule of law in the area that it seeks to cover.

37. My delegation would like to pay tribute to the
Chairman of the outer space Committee, Ambassador
Waldheim of Austria, and the Chairman of its Legal
Sub-Committee, Mr. Wyzner of Poland, without whose
continuous support and efforts the draft convention could
not have reached this stage.

38. International law is still a self-regulating mechanism
operating in a decentralized community. Therefore, there is
a limit to what jurists can do, and it is thus inevitable that
the Legal Sub-Committee should finally fall back once
again on the principle of good faith. The most important
aspect of the draft convention or, for that matter, of any
international instrument establishing a set of legal rules, is
the implementation of the rules that have been laid out.
Consequently, we do hope that the signatories of the
convention will fully carry out their obligations under it
and that, in the last analysis, reparation will be paid to
restore a given situation to the condition which would have
existed had damage not occurred.

39. The Legal Sub-Committee has now concluded the
priority task that was entrusted to it by the General
Assembly and it is now time for it to turn its attention to
the other items on its agenda. T this regard my delegation
is happy to note that the outer space Committee has
established a set of priorities for the consideration of the
Legal Sub-Committee. My delegation will be happy to
discuss tnatters relating to the registration of objects
launched into outer space and questions relating to the
moon, which are now established as the two priority items.

40. With regard to the registration and identification of
objects launched into outer space, my delegation welcomes
the draft convention on that subject, submitted to the
Legal Sub-Committee by the French delegation,! which

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fourth
Session, Supplement No. 21, annex 111, appendix L.
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endorsed the principle of full access to information on
activities in outer space; it will be of considerable practical
value with regard to the implications of lability for
damage. At the same time my delegation recognizes the
technical difficulties of registration and identification as
expounded by the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee
at its seventh session [see A/AC.105/82/, but it does feel
that the legal importance is such that the subject should be

- studied by the Legal Sub-Committee.

41. My delegation has always been of the opinion that if

- efforts to reach agreement on some of the issues before the

outer space Committee do not prove effective enough, for
reasons beyond the Committee’s power, the Committee and
its subsidiary organ should turn to other subjects on their
existing list of topics. Therefore my delegation welcomes
the recommendation of the outer space Committee in its
latest report to the General Assembly [A4/8420/ that any
decision taken by the Legal Sub-Committee to accord
priority to one item should not preclude the consideration
of any other item on the agenda during any further session
of the Sub-Committee, if the Sub-Committee so desires.

42. In this regard we note that next priority was given to
the implications of space communications, the definition
and/or delimitation of outer space and outer space activ-
ities, and matters relating to activities carried out through
remote sensing satellite surveys of earth resources. My
delegation attaches considerable importance to the question
of direct broadcast satellites. The Working Group on Direct
Broadcast Satellites, in its report on its third session
[AJAC.105/83], pointed out in paragraph 69 (3) that
several delegations considered that the existing legal prin-
ciples and instruments should be completed by the adop-
tion of general principles which would favour the develop-
ment of television broadcasting for satellites in accordance
with the interests of all States. On the other hand, other
delegations thought that such an effort was premature and
might hinder international co-operation in that domain.
While appreciating the point of view held by the second
group, my own delegation endorses the first approach and
feels that the existing legal instruments which are relevant
to direct broadcast satellites—in particular the United
Nations Charter and the 1967 Treaty on Principles Gov-
erning the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of
Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies
[resolution 2222 (XXI), annex] —should be supported by
further legal regulation of this new activity, for, as noted by
the Working Group, while individual Governments would
no doubt be able to exercise a significant degree of control
over regional or local broadcasts from satellites, the
possibility of doing so would depend on the availability of
the necessary means, which would differ from one country
to another depending on the stage of technological develop-
ment each one had reached. Developing countries might not
have the expertise to control direct broadcast programmes
from satellites and their only source of protection would be
legal principles restraining the use of that form of broad-
casting.

43. My delegation therefore atiaches particular impor-
tance to early consideration by the Legal Sub-Committee of
this item, which is included in its priority list. It might be
useful to recall the five general principles which, if adopted,
would in the opinion of my delegation favour the develop-

ment of television broadcasts by satellite. These principles
are first, strict observance of the principle of State
sovereignty over the national territory and of non-
interference in internal affairs; second, the consent of the
Government of the State receiving direct broadcasts via
satellites and the recognition of its right to protect its
citizens and institutions; third, the need to provide guar-
antees against the abuse of broadcasting by satellites;
fourth, the importance of making the benefits of the new
techniques of space communications available to developing
countries; and fifth, the need to act in accordance with the
principles governing friendly relations among States.

44. Another question to which my delegation attaches
great importance is the survey of earth resources. As a
developing country, Egypt hopes that the new techniques
will help to promote the economic and social development
of the whole world. In view of the legal and political
aspects of this question, my delegation welcomes the draft
intentional agreement on this matter submitted by Argen-
tina in document A/AC.105/C.2/L.73, in which it stressed
that such techniques should be used in close international
co-operation for the benefit of all mankind, with special
reference to the interests and needs of the developing
countries. Satellite surveys of earth resources should take
full account of the principle of the sovereignty of States
over their own natural resources, including resources in
their territorial waters, and of their absolute right tc have
access to the findings of such surveys. It is essential for
non-space States, and developing countries in particular, to
share the benefits of these new techniques when applied
within their national countries or in areas recognized as the
common heritage of all mankind. My delegation also
considers it of paramount importance that States con-
ducting such surveys should be guided by the letter and
spirit of the principles of the United Nations Charter
concerning friendly relations among States. My delegation
therefore hopes that if for any reason the efforts of the
Legal Sub-Committee to reach agreement on the first two
iterns listed in its priority list are being delayed, the Legal
Sub-Committee should turn immediately to the rest of the
topics on its priority list, in particular the questions relating
to direct broadcasting satellites and earth resources surveys.

45. 1 should like now to turn to the subjects relating to
activities on the moon, which is an issue at the top of the
list in the agenda of the Legal Sub-Committee. On 27 May
1971, in document A/8391, the Soviet Union submitted to
the United Nations a draft treaty concerning the moon.
This draft would preclude States from establishing sover-
eignty over any part of the moon and from carrying out
certain military activities there. The draft treaty would also
seek to protect the lunar environment and guard against
contamination, and provide for the exchange of informa-
tion on any phenomena that could endanger human beings
there, as well as on any signs of organic life.

46. My delegation welcomes initiatives that encourage
other States to participate in and to contribute to the
discussion of developing space law in such a way as to cope
with the far-reaching progress of science and technology in
the field of outer space. One of the advanced aspects of
outer space technology is the scientific exploration of the
moon’s surface, which would serve peaceful purposes and
promote inteinational co-operation. Such scientific explera-
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tion necessitates the development of international legal
norms that meet the expectation of the ultimate goal of
such exploration—namely, improving the quality of human
life by making economic, cultural and scientific benefits
attainable for both developed and developing countries.

47. My delegation will support all efforts to seek an
elaboration of rules of international law for the develop-
ment of further firm legal bases to govern all kinds of
activities of States on the moon. I also express my
delegation’s hope that the Legal Sub-Committee will during
its next session concentrate its attention on this subject in
order to be able to report positive results to the twenty-
seventh session of the General Assembly. Such positive
results are badly needed to narrow the gap between the
scientific and technical development of outer space, on the
one hand, and the legal provisions and rules to organize
such scientific and technical activities in outer space, on the
other.

48. Eaily in my intervention I dealt with the legal aspects
of the remote sensing of the earth by satellite. With your
permission I should now like say a tew words on the
technical aspects.

49. The main feature of the 1971 session of the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee was its response to the
General Assembly request contained in its resolution
2733 C (XXV): its decision to establish a Working Group
on Remote Sensing of the Earth by Satellites. The purpose
of the new Working Group is to study the use of satellites
for the remote sensing of the earth, with the objective of
promoting the utilization of this application of space
technologv for the benefit of individual States and of the
international community, taking into account, as may be
relevant, the several rights of States. The Working Group is
also to look into the potential benefits of such space
application for developing countries.

50. My delegation welcomes the decision of the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee to set up that Working
Group. We attach great hope to the outcome of the work of
that body under the able chairmanship of Mr. Franco
Fijorio. If the work is carefully planned and undertaken,
and if the co-operation of all States, including the space
Powers, is ensured, a significant contribution could be made
to the economic development of developing countries, and
the position of the United Nations as the focal point for
international co-operation in the field of space application
would consequently be strengthened.

51. My delegation notes also with satisfaction the present
programmes undertaken by UNESCO and ITU in satellite
broadcasting for the purpose of contributing to the
advancement of education and training. Communication by
way of satellite has been the subject of specific recommen-
dations by the United Nations, UNESCO and ITU. In this
context it is of particular relevance to note the wording of
General Assembly resolution 2733 (XXV) of 16 December
1970, in which the General Assembly unanimously recog-
nized that the use of satellites for television, for educational
and training purposes, and particularly in the developing
countries, can in many instances contribute towards na-
tional programmes of integration and community develop-
ment and <conomic, social and cultural development in

such areas as formal and adult education, agriculture, health
and family planning.

52. The UNESCO General Confersnce, at its sixteenth
session, in 1970, reaffirmed its conviction that space
communication offered great possibilities for contributing
to education and national development through educational
television and radio broadcasts via satellite and recognized
that broadcasting via satellite to receivers in remote areag
would provide in the shortest time the means of nariowing
the gap between the educatjonal level and opportunities of
urban and rural populations. In that regard I wish to
mention the commendable action taken by botii UNESCO
and ITU a few months ago in sending a mission to Egypt
and several other Arab countries to study the possibilities
of introducing a project of space communication for
educational and national development purposes. That mis-
sion was sent at the request of the Governments of Algeria,
Morocco, Egypt, Sudan, Kuwait and Iraq and the Arab
States Broadcasting Union. The mission carried out a good
study of the present broadcasting system and the possibility
of introducing the use of communications satellites, yet it
was an exploratory study which should be followed up in
due time by further and move detailed study with the
object of introducing in that Arab area a project similar to
the Tndian project for using space communications for
educational and training purposes. These further steps
should be taken with c¢o-operation among the three
competent bodies in the field, namely UNESCO, I'T0 and
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space.

53. The role of the outer space Comunittee in this field
should be ascertained—probably through its Working Group
on Direct Broadcast Satellites, which is headed by Ambas-
sador Rydbeck, the representative of Sweden.

54. Ever since the question of education and training has
been under discussion in the outer space Comrnittee, my
Government has always advocated the strengthening of
international co-operation in this field so that the non-space
Powers may henefit from space research. The full participa-
tion of the developing countries depends on adequate
training for personnel from these couniries. It is in that
context that my Government is gratified at the cstablish-
ment of internationally sponscred education and training
programmes, as stated in paragraphs 21 to 25 of the report
of the outer space Committee. Because of the scholarship
award already made, and the possible increase in such
awards for technical iraining, the outer space Committee
may consider establishing a more cohesive programme of
education and training.

55. 1 should like to refer now with appreciation to the
valuable programme on the promotion of applications of
space technoiogy which has been carried ount by the
Secretary-General during the past year in sccordance with
the relevant resolutions of the (General Assembly. My
delegation firmly believes that activities of this kind can
play a vital role in developing in those couniries rot yet
involved in the space applications programmme an awareness
of the possibilities in mind when drawing up their nationat
plans. My delegation, theretore, welcomes the programme
on applications of space technology envisayed {or 1972 as
outlined in paragraph 24 of the ¢ sclentific ond
Technical Sub-Copmviiios [4 /44 and hopes fliet
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the funds required for the implementation of this pro-
gramme will be made available,

o

56. In conclusion, may I be allowed to express the
appreciation of my delegation for the efforts made by the
Quter Space Affairs Division as well as the Expert on Space
Applications during the year 1971 in carrying cut this
prograjume.

57. Mr. DUGERSUREN (Mongolia): The year 1971 has
neen marked by further major advances in outer space
research, more especially in the exploration of the only
natural satellite of our planet, the moon. It has likewise
witnessed encouraging achievements in the work of the
Comsmittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. It is in the
light of these and other relevant developments that my
delegation would like to make a few brief comments on the
question of international co-operation in the peaceful uses
of outer space and on the report of the Committee on the
peaceful Uses of Quter Space [4/8420] in particular.

58. Fisst of all, I should like to address myself briefly to
the draft convention on international Hability for damage
caused by space objects which appears in the report. The
draft convention, which represents the main achievement of
the outer space Committee, was obtained as a result of
arduous negotiations for nearly eight long years. After the
most comprehensive and lucid introduction of the draft
convention given at the 1819th meeting by Ambassador
Waldheim, Chairman of the outer space Committee, and
Mr. Wyzner, Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee, and
after statements made by previous speakers, I can hardly
add anything more to underscore the importance of this
new legal instrument. It can be said that the draft
convention has arisen from and responded to the practical
needs deriving from the increasingly rapid progress in the
field of outer space exploration. As such it has further
developed one of th