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AGENDA ITEMS 28, 29 and 37 (continued)

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPHRATION IN THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE: REPORT OF THE
COMMITTEE OF THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (A/8720; A/C.1/L.606)

PREPARATION OF AN INTERNATTONAL TREATY CONCERNTHG THE MOOM: REPORT OF THE
COMWMITTEE O THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (A/8720)

PREPARATION OF ANl INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE USE BY
STATES OF ARTIFICIAL BARTH SATELLITES FOR DIRECT TELEVISION BROADCASTTING (A/8771
A/C.1/L.605)

Sir Colin CROWE (United Kingdom): ifr. Chairman, since this is the

first occasion I have had to speak in this Committee, may I take the opportunity
to congratulate you and gur Vice-Chairmen upon your election. We have
already begun to enjoy, and I know we shall increasingly appreciate, your
wise, firm and impartisl guidance of our affairs and we look forward to
co-operating with you. I can assure you that on behalf of my delegation we
will do our utmost to make your tack as easy as we can.

We listened with great interest to the statements which have been made
by representatives on this important subject. I should like to congratulate
the representative of Austria in his capacity as Chairman of the OQuter Space
Committee for the excellent report which he introduced last Thursday. I think
that that report clearly demonstrates what all of us here believe should be
the case, that the Outer Space Commit+ee is indeed the focal point of the
United Nations for all matters relating to outer space.

I do not wish to devote too much time to the Committee’s report which in
any case stands on its own. 3But one or two remarks may still be in order.
The Legal Sub-Committee has in its worlk maintained the high standard which
we have come t0 expect from that bedy. It has made significant progress in
negotiating the text of a moon treaty and alsc a convention on the registration
of objects launched into cuter space. It 1s true that important issues on both
these treaties remain to be resolved. Dut it would be surprising if that were
rnot the case. One year, which is in effect one session of the Legal
Sub-Committee, is little enough time in which to conclade a treaty. My
delegation hopes that the Legal Sub-Committee will continue to devote priority
to both these treaties at its next session in March with a view to presenting

agreed texts to the Outer Space Committee and the twenty-ninth session of the

General Assembly,
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The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee alsc has achievements to its
redit. The FProgramme on Space Application has been singlied out for praise
zy many representatives and my delegation too would agree as to its importance.
Tbe Horking Group on Demote Sensing hes had a preliminary meeting and will
ﬁegin its substantive work in January. In this connexion, I should like to
stress the importance oI the successful launching of the ERTS-A satellite —-

the Barth Resources Technology Satellite —— cn 23 July.
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This is indeed a wost important and significant development and my delegation
would wish to offer its warmest congratulations to the United States
Government and to WASA on this splendid achievemeni. The results from
ZRTS-A and the later ERTS-B will provide the raw data, the critical informatigy
for the Working Group on Rumste Sensing. Only when this information is
available will the Working Group be able to make sensible recommendations

for the future organization and how this important subject can be put to

the best possible use for all countries in the world.

I should add in passing that one of the features of the ERTS programme
of special interest is its co-operative nature wvhich was fully emphasized by th
representative of the United States in his statement on Thursday. In the
case of the United Kingdom, no less than five groups are using data from the
ERTS-A satellite programme and it is hoped that others will be able to
participate in the use of data from ERTS-B and the earth resources experiment
in the Skylab spacecraft later on.

I now turn to the item which the delegation of the Soviet Union has
proposed, namely, the need for an international convention on principles
governing direct satellite broadeasting. The representative of the Soviet
Union has spoken at some length on this matter, has produced a draft
convention and has, indeed, submitted a draft resolution. For my part, I
do not want to go into any great detail on the matier and will certainly not
indulge in a detailed eritique of the draft convention, This is not the
place to do so, especially since T helieve that there is general agreement
that this whole question should be referred to the Outer Space Comittes,

1 should, however, like to make one or two general remarks in the form of
what I hope will be regarded as constructive comment, of the Soviet draft
resolution.

The first point is the time-scale. As the representative of the United

Stat

vl

s has pointed out, it will be wmeny years vet before it is technically
vossible to broadcest by television seteliite direct into television receivers
in neople’s homes on the ground. Therefore, although, I would agree, thers
are important iszsues which have to be considered, ve do in this matter have

time on our side. In this ccunexion,I wonder whether it is richt for this

t

session of the General Assembly to ccmmit itself at this stagze to the view
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£ an international convention is necessarily the right or only way of
ing with the problems involved. It may well be so and it is always
Jossibility which should be borne in mind, but it may not be the only
jution. .
| gecondly, in the time at our disposal before direct broadcasting
somes & technical realivy I think that we have to start by giving very
eful consideration to the very principles involved. For my country the
inciple of the freedom of information, the free fiow of ilGeas, 1s Tundamental
our way of 1life and has been so for centuries. Certainly we do not advocate
eence, and internationally as well as nationally some restriction may
‘pecessary. DBut this must always be a falling away from the ideal of
sedom., This positive aspsct wag well brought out in the rfourth preambular
sgraph of resolution 2733 A {iXV) of the twenty-fifth session which noted:
®... that the potential benefits of satellite broadcasting have
particular significance with regard %o better understanding among
peoples, the expansion of the flow of information and the wider
gissemination of knowledge in the world, and the promction of cultural
excahnges, .
e, of course, recognize that in international television broadcasting
W satellite there are problems involved of sovereignty, of non-interference
the internal affairs of other countries, the possibility of television
oadcasts being used to exacerbate international tensions, and so on.
hat concerns me about the Soviet draft resclution as it now stands, however --
d T would ask its authors to look at it again from this point of view --
that it deals solely with bthese negative aspects, lends itself towards a
estrictive treatment of the question and makes no mention of the positive
enefits to be obtained from as free as possible an exchange of television
}Ogrammes. We should look at this problem from an outgoing standpoint, from
e standpoint of resolution 2733 A (¥XV), to see what bensfits the world can
erive, not just what evils we should avoid. Tn my country we attach the
featest importance to the intermational use of television whether it be for
Wlturanl, scientific or educational purposes,or even, if we are not too

tufty or highbrov to admit it, for entertainment.
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Thirdly, the problems involved in balancing up the principie of the

Tfree flow of information with the need for some form of mutual uﬂderstanding

and regulation are not confined to legal problems. as is Tor instance sues
4 “geste

in the fifth wreswmbular paragrapl of the Soviet draft resolution., Tor

xample, as the representative of the Soviet Union has himself pointed out,

there are political considerations in that one of his very laudable purposes

is to prevent exacerbation of international tension. There are social

questions, questions of morality and good taste. There are technical

questions, such as the possibility of beaming in a complicated or steeply

contoured frontier area,

It is perhaps helpful in this regard to look at another analogous subJect

with which the Outer Space Committee is concerned. I refer to the remote

sensing of the =arth by satellites. Here, too, the aims are similar: +the
development of this important new technique offers great opportunities

which should be exploited for the benefit of all mankind. The Working

Group on Remote Sensing has been charged with the task of making an initial

- exawination of the issues involved. Vhen we have the results of that

examingtion it will be for consideration how we should proceed: whether

draft legal instruments are needed, and if so what form they should take.

SBo in the case of direct broadcasting by satellite we must proceed in an

orderly fashion, one step at a time. To gloss over the magnitude of the

problems involved would be to do a disservice to the very real cpportuniiies

which direct broadcast by satellite can bring to all mankind for the spread

of educational, cultural and other information,

These are my delegation®s preliminary comments. I think it follows

naturally from what I have said that, while we agree that this whole matter

should be referred tc the Outer Space Committee, we do think that it is for

that Committes itself Lo decide how best to handle the matter and that we
snould not specificslly direct it to the Legal Sub-Committee.

ought to Look at

Indeed, we
thisquestion from the widest possible point of view and
in a form which can take into account the many different disciplines involved.
The OQuier Space Committee has decided that the Yorking Group on Direct
Broadeasting by Satellite

should e reconvened next year., My delegation

A/C~1/PV.185kL
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feloomes this step and considers that this would be the bhest forum for
scussion of the whole question., However, I do not think that any
soluticn should specify that Working Group any more than it should
specify © the Legal Sub-Committee. The Committee on Cuter Space is competent —-
‘Pry competent indeed -~ to determine its own procedure and plan of work,
and I velieve that we should leave it at referring ithe gquestion to the
ter Space Committee.

iy delegation will be guided by these reflections when the time
somes to consider the formulation of a resclution on the subject.

If the time-~scale for satellite broadcasting is long, the tempe of the
ork of the Outer Space Committee seems to be speeding up. The Committee,
including its sub-committees and working groups, will swend no less than
gO days in working session in the first seven months of 2973. The main
compittee 15 to meet at the end of June instead of in September as hitherto.
This seems sensible to my delegation. It will provide bevter continuity.
But we wmust recognize that it will inevitably throw an extra turden on the

Secretariat.
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Ta this connexion, while we in no vay vish to detract from the admiration
I believe we all feel Tor the Committee’s hard pressed Secretariat staff

delegation has for some Lime felt that some
1s needed- and thie

Ty
strengthening and reinforcement
would anpear to be underlined by next year

r's work Load.
I should like therefore to rose & question.

Paragraph 27 of the report states that the Committee noted that the

his veport to the Comnid twhes at

had indicated that he would renopt

Secretary- General in its fourteentn session
to the General Assembly on measures being
contenmplated to enhance the effectiveness of the Division,

in paragraph 37 of the report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee.

as referred to

The Committee looked forvard to the submission

report to give effect to this recommendation.
light

<o

T the Secretary -Generalts

o

I wonder therefore, in the
of this paragraph, if the Secretarist can tell us when this rencrt
will be available, fdeally, I would have hoped that it would have

been
available during this debate.

But as that seens unlikely, then perhaps the
Secretariat could at least give us some indication of the way the
Secretary Gereral’s thoughts are moving
Finally , we have listened with great attention %o the remarks which the
Foreign Minister of the Philippines addressed to the Conmittee this morning
ot the subject of the lmportance of learning more about the behavicur of
ropical storms with & view to controlliing these phenomena recognizing their
potential for camage and the crestion of devastation to the homes and liv
of millions.

The draft resolution contained in dociment A/C.1/L.506  which

hig delegation, torether with seven other delesations, have snonsored,
is a timely and sensible resolution which exemplifies once more the practical
benefits which we on this earth can obtain from a sensible and positive approach

to the exploitation of outer space.

CZAHAWIR (Trag): 4s this is the Tirst bime that my delegation 1is
vaking the floor in the Committee, allow me, first, ifr. Chairman, to extend 1o
you and to the other officers of the Committee our most sincere congiratulations
on your unanimous election. We are confident that under Yyour experienced
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unlikely that these small States would have the vherewithal %o take
effective countermeasures, while the few advanced ones would remain the
scle arbiters of such broadcasts.

It is for these considerations that my delegation endorses the Soviet

draft resolution contained in document A/C.1/L.605.

The CHATRMAN: I thank the representative of Irag for the Xind word
that he addressed to the Chairman.

Yr. GREGORIADES (Greece): Mr. Chairman, at the outset, I wish to

congratulate you on your election as Chairman of this very important Committe

of the United Wations. I also wish to extend my congratulations to the two

Vice-Chairmen, as well as +o the Rapporteur.
Both our Organization and internationsl public opinion have always regar
and are rightly regarding, this body as the senior one among the Committees

of the General Assembly. The gquestions we are now examining provide a proof

of this importance, for though we are dealing with outer space, our interest
has very much been on earth. Indeed, infinite as space is, the initial
possibilities of its uses may have immeasurable beneficial effects for the
welfare of humanity, for the fellow countrymen we have the honour to represen
in this body, as it may have imponderable catastrophic consequences. The
magnitude of good or evil are impressively multiplied.

The problems to which we are turning our attention, therefore, are
of very real, very earthly, very direct concern to us. Indeed, when Heraclit
in encient times, was dealing with the questions of space, of the cosmoé3
his mind was beamed on us; his attention was directed tc the relationship
of man to space.

In this respect, I should like to express our vivid interest in the matter
which the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 1s examining and, ver

particularly, in the matters referrved to in the third part of the Committee's
report now before us,

s A/C.1/PV.1864
1h-15
(Mr. Gregoriades, Greece)

I mean thereby the possibilities and the programmes of the applicaticn
space technology in the field of development, and that of the preservation
{Le environment. I am also referring to the educational programmes and the
1owships in the dorain of the peaceful uses of outer space.

Believe me, my country can very well understand and appreciate the
ortance of the peaceful uses of space for developing countries. We

uld like to see more and more international programmes in this domain, for
hese countries, and we ourselves in Greece, can alwgys make good use of these
ogrammes in our own country.

May I, on this occasion, on behalf of my delegation, pay a deserved
ibute to all those Member States which have co-operated in international
ogramres related to space. I think it would be only fair to say that the
ited States of America comes first among them, and we cannot but commend

he Soviet Union and the United States for having concluded the May agreement

n space co-operation.
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Ve fullv anvreciate the imvortance of this ster, and e rejoice at it.

1—

In the lersl field, the Leral Sub~Cormittee has hefore it unresolved issues
t.e T'mortance of which is only too evident., Tn this respect mav I reiterate

the nosition vhich the rewresentative of ‘reece exnressed last vear before

this Cormittee: that is, that we helieve that the use of smace offers the

orportunity of a wromising beginning in s virsin area of international lair,

ain ovnortunity whieh ire have the ri~ht to expect that the lewbers of the

“rasn, an omortunity to disniay holdness, a chance to

realize tre imnortance and the heneficial remercussions of recomnizins and

treating outer smace as & res COMIUNLS uUsus.

On the question of an international convention on the mrincinles to

govern the use of artificial satellites for direct television brosdcasts g

deleration has wmaid all due attention to +the imrcrtant statements made in
this Committee. I wst sav that the statement made on this issue by the

representative of France has attracted our verv varticular attention. As

has been revarled, the nrosnects of technical progress tovards what could be
called real, direct, intro-State brosdeasts —— that is, television broadcasts
directly to the home vievers -~ are still distent. We can, however,

apnreciate the validitv of the ~eneral concent that factual situations

must not precede the law.

That beiny so, we should like to proceed on this guestion with an onen
Aind, ready to examine as and when technical develorments evolve, the

nrincinles and the framevork vhich will render direct home recention, when

technically achieved, most beneficial so as o avoid causes of internaticnal

It 1c in that snirit that e shall examine vhatever draft convention or
set of wrincinles may enerse from the work of the Lemal Sub-Committee
of tauz Outer Snace Comnittee or of the Yorkine Group on Direct Broadcast
Jatellites -~ beth of them being aporonriate forums on the matter --
reserving our positien until then,

¢f course
devending on the draft or set of nrincinles.

Te] aborate with wou.
" you of our full sumnport and our easerness to coll

A/C.1/77 . 165k
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(Mr. Van Ussel, Belgium)

deserve the highest praise of our Committee and should lead and encourage other
countries to make use of the opportunities being offered by Governments and the
specialized zgencies in the field of training, research and application of Space
techniques, in order to speed up the development process.

Nor can we pass over in silence the co-operation in the form of exchanges
of information between scientific organizations such as COSPAR AND IAF.

As far as the United Nations itself is concerned, we must pay a tribute
to the Division of Outer Space Affairs, headed by Mr. Abdel-Ghani, and to the
Expert on Space Applications for their untiring efforts. Professor Ricciardi ha
left us to take on other responsibilities, but we should like to express +to him
all our appreciation for the remarkable work he did.

While the over-all achievements and efforts of States and organs of the
international community could be described as encouraging and impressive, that
is not necessarily true of the balance sheet of the work done by the Committee
on Quter Space in 1972. We believe that the results of the Committee's work wust
been somewhat meagre. It is true that the Legal Sub~Cormittee cannot each year
produce a new treaty or convention to round out and complete the 1967 outer space
Treaty. The Scientific and Technical Sub-Commititee also cannot at each session
launch an original draft or = new idea. It is nevertheless regrettable that, on
the one hand, Member States constantly state that the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Cuber Space is the central directive body of the international community
in the co-ordination of efforts to solve the scientific and legal problems relati
to outer space and, on the other hand, that Committee almost never seems to be ab
to give specific directives to its subordinate bodies, and therefore the latter
find it difficult to establish priorities, with the result that negotiations

on one draft or another are delayed and no progress 1s achieved.
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7 v { i idance of
: however, convinced that under the competent and active guida
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5  Chairman, Ambassador Jankowitsch, the Outer Space Committee will h
'5 new ] -

1ife breathed into it and that it will then meet the obligations the
w112 *
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> +
more than ever before, we believe that our

: ace, and
the field of sp 3 ’ nation, and on the
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setion should, on the one hand, pleay & role of cO-OrF

- Last year we supported
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2
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2
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( qise but
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Lo .. . the
create doubts regarding the applicability of prineiples valid for

i i ' ime when
exploration of the moon to other celestial bodies, at the very tim

expeditions to Mars and Venus are already on the drawing—hoard.

i ! various representatives,
In this regard we share the viev expressed here by

which does not exclude the possibility

. s to
in the field of application of the treaty, pending specific agreements

i i i i tion likewise feels
govern the conditions for their exploitation. My delega
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that the treaty should affirm the principle that the natural resources of

the moon and other celestial bodies are a comnon heritage of mankind., We
certalnly see none whatsoever of the difficulties that certain delegations

seen to have discovered in this concept, which, in our view, does not exclude
recognition of the legitimate interests of those who have exerted the efforts
and nade the necessary investments in the discovery and physical exploitation
of those resources. Ve alsc believe that the future treaty should clearly
stipulate the obligation to provide advance information of a very general nature
concerning each expedition nlanned tc the moon or other celestial body. The
announcenent of an expedition and general details concerning its duration

and Furrcee are what matters most here. Such information would make it
possible to avoid the mistakes and misunierstandings that could have occurred,
for example, a few years ago when the two great space Powers at almost the sanme
time landed vehicles on the moon.

It is nect very convincing to claim that it is difficult to give advance
notice of a launching, since it is well known that the launching of vehicles
t0 the moon or to other celestial bodies depends upon the position of the body
in question with regard to the earth, and that that ideal position lasts for
only a short time each wmonth.

Reparding the draft convention on the registration of objects launched into
outer snsce, my delegation is more than aver convinced that there exists an
urgent need for this, because the present system of registration provides only
a very partial basis for the international régime to act in space activities.
e were surprised that certain speakers still zo on confusing the problem of
repistration with those of marking, identification and tracking of space vehicles-
Ye grant that there is a ceritain interdependence amons all these problenms,
but the cuestion of registration is far broader and of much greater priority,
fivst of all because only registration can provide the fremework to make the
other operations possible, and in the second place, because only registration
1ll enable the internationsl community to exercise its right of surveillance

in determinins how effectively outer space is being used and how launching
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census - not necessarily complete -- about 2,750 vehicles or narts of vehicles
;re at present orbiting the earth; and though in general ve know their origin,
yery often e Lnov nothing about their characteristics or the purposes for

which they were launched.

The Belsian delegation therefore very much hopes that the Outer Space
Commithee, with the assistance of its Lezal Sub Committee, will come to some
agreement in 1973 on the treaty covering the moon and the other celestial bodies
and on the treaty for the registry of vehicles launched into outer space, both
of vhich are matters of the highest priority. Other equally urgent problems
must also be solved without too much delay, problems such as the definition
of outer space end space activities, procedures for implementing potentially
dangerous space programies, and the legal rérime of orbitinec stations
and space shubttles.

The worl: of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee has been aimed,
basically, on promotion of the application of space technology. There can be
no doubt that the practical applications of space technology are becoming more
and more numerous and are exerting their influence on the orientation and
evolubion of a whole series of human activities. Since the posgsibilities
opened up by space technology are not always available to the developing
countries and are at times simply not known to thew, my delepation entirely
apnroves the recommendations made by the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee
vith regard to the United Nations programme for applications of space technology,

which will henceforth be regarded as being on a biennial basis.

States are discharging their internationsl obligations. As an illustration of 1

this view, it is perhans sufficient to meantion that, according tec a recent i
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iy delezation welcomes the reconvening of the Vorking CGroup on Remote
Sensing of the Farth by Satellites, the importance of which has been
highlighted by the recent launchinszs of the ERTS-1 satellites. Many scientific
and practical problenms wust still be examined in this field before the
information zained from this new technique can be of use in the discovery of
the features and resources of our planet.

My delegation will thus participate fully in the activities of that Horking
Group, which will probably centre for a long time to come on consideration of
the potential uses of different remote sensing systems.

Because Belgium is a small country and because of the density of its
population and the detailed way in which our exploration has been carried out
for several decades, it may at first sight appear that remote sensing by
satellites would not have the specific importance for us that it is acknowledged
to have in other regions of the world. But Belgium is interested in these
techniques both from the scientific standpoint within the framework of
observing phenomens regarding the whole of the geographical area where it is
located and from the standpoint of the possibilities the techniques cpen to
larger and less densely populated countries.

In any case, Belgium is directly interested in the possibilities that

rerote sensing seems to offer in studying the protection of the environment:

thus my delegation welccomes with satisfaction the Canadian suggesiion concerniang

the study of the possible uses of space technology for the surveillance of the
environment.

With regard to the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites, which also
is to meet in 1973, ny delegation believes that it should carry out an
interdisciplinary assessment of the developments that have tszken place in the
field since its last session, which was held in 1970. The Working Group on
Direct Broadcast Satellites shouvld guide the future work of the United Nations
and its speciglized agencies in such matters as the dissemination of technical
knowledge and inventions, international co-operation, and the legal

and political repercussions of direct broadcasting by satellites.
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. . . W P _
mhe draft convention submitted v the delevation of the foviet Tniop

(ﬁ/STTl)- to which T shall brieflv refer later is mnrt of the documentstion

that 7€ pelieve the Yorkineg Oroun could usefully consider.
La o N

At the besinning of wmv statement, I veptured to formilate # juli~ement

d “ormid : srri . and Tag carrving
on the way in which the Outer Snace Cormittee had cerried out a R

i t » 7avs heen a larce <an
out its terms of reference. T said that there had alwavs heen 2 1

d j Y nittee function as the
petireen the realitv and the desire to see that Committee It

it i fi i rnational
ipternational communitv’s central orman in the field of internation

. - | ) m of the Outer
co-oneration in the neaceful use of outer snace. As a member

i 1 7] ‘hinki rut the auestion
gpace Committee, however, Relelun, thinking out loud, must ’ t

i e 's terms
ahether it is not hish +ime carefully to re -exanine all the Committee’s Ter

me indicat i deal with ‘neaceful uses
of reference. Iis verv nane indicates that it must deal

- N g
of outer smace, but we know full well that it iz extremelv difficult to

i » : he caterorv of militarv,
distinmuish between the catemorv of neaceful uses and the 3 .

o . . o ,
or even non-neaceful, uses. e all knov that ballistic missile launching devices
and arsificial satellites, whieh can he used for civil nmurnoses. can also he used
for militarv purposes which are not thereby necessarily non neaceful murroses,
as it evident from SOME€ imnortant treaties which are necessary o the maintenance

. . . e
of neace and recornized as such and tiich law down that satbellites are to De

. . ] , . eyl 1o SOME
rersrded as national means of fetection. Hence , there is necessarily so

! £ he little Adoubt that
arbieuity in the Committee's terms of reference. There cen e little doub

. . . . . . .

that ambicuitv has had a maralvsing influence on the Nommittee's work and that
- . it was 4 o

it has mrevented the Committes from nlayins the central role intended t

i haolosw was the monovoly of
vlav .- even more than the simnle fact that snace technol

the to super-Powers, which for many., manvy vears Were entared in

in an arms race.

i X atifi i tro recent immortant
Thus , we believe that we must exmress gratification at

o

Fa
or
he first is that those two ~reat Powers have reached en arreement
\ The

events., '
guantitative limitation of their arsenals of weapons of mass destruction.
second is that those Powers also manaced to conclude various agreements on
Space oG -omeration that can 4=finitely encourare the develorment of confidence
betireen the two countries directly concerned- fmbassador Push of the United States

Those anreements, we hone, will also contribute

referred to this in his statement.
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to endinz a sterile and costlv commetition in the concuest of outer smace and
wl1l therebv ensble those two States to he a little more ~Tenerous in disseminafing
information on the techniques and practical ammlications of ouwter space
exploration. We are nerhans at the besinning of & new era znd if, as we
ardentlv home , the develomment initiated bv these arreements continues, we
shall nerhops one dav see the realization of the sugrestion made by three
scientists of the California Institute of Technolosv that the United “ations
should be entrusted with conrtrolling insnection satellites within the

framewor!. of a disarmament agreement.

T now cone to the Soviet nroposal for the wreparation of an internstional
convention on prinecinles governine the use by States of artificial earth
satellites for direct television broadcasting. I do not wish in anv wav to hide
my delegation’s hesitation about this initistive. In the first nlace, it
does not meet anv urmgent need,for the simnle reason that the recention of direct
broadecasts by nrivate sets is onlv a distant vrosnect-~somethins whiclk, accordins
to the conclusions of the Scientific and Technical Sub~-Committee ,will nrobahly
not be achieved until about 1985, Thus. there is no immediate dancer. It is
certainly wise to vlan in time for the future, but in this case & too hasiv
study of the HSoviet wronosal could be prejudicial to the considerstion of
outstanding cuestions before the Outer Snace Committee which reslly have
rriority and to which I referred at the beginninm of this statement.

But vhat disturbs us most in the wvronosal is that is anproaches the
rroblew in a verv restrictive, and even nerative wav. Ue were surnrised to note
that novwhere in the Soviet mromosal is the sacred nrincinle of freedom of
information affirmed. It is true that the exercise of anv freedom reauires
some resulaticn, in the interests of all, but not to mention freedom of
information at all can lead to excessive abuse that is contrarv to the nrincinles
laid dovn in the Charter and can nesate the efforts at co-omeration and mutual

understanding, both on the world and on the rerional level.
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e cannot help fearing that the Soviet draft resolubion az worded ot
esent , far from wiping out barriers that stand in the way of the
pr ! ) ) ]
g1ow of ideas and information, would increase those barriers and senl them

even tighter.
Tt is of course our dubty to stress here the real danger of an invasion
of immoral or politically undesirsble progremmes. But we know that

that is not the problem. It lies in the responsible attitude that is

gdopted regarding freedom as such. As far as my country is concernad, in

“the light of the geographical situation of Furope and the progress that has been

made in receiving broadcasts, Belgian territory is covered by broadeasts
from five neighbouring countries. We have found that, without undue regulation,

we have been able to accept these television programmes without any fear and

awithout any harm to our people.

Those preliminary comments are certainly not intended to challenge the

‘peed for the Outer Space Committee to consider the Soviet proposal and, above

all, its merits, in view of the fact that it raises a problem to which the

Cinternational commmity cannot remain indifferent.

With regard to the draft convention on principles governing the use by

States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting,

me delegation will make its comments when the matter is disucssed in the

- Quter Space Committee. However, I should like nowv to :ter the reservations

: of ny delegation regerding article VI, which enumerates in a completely subjective
- fashicn the transmissions which are regarded as illegal and which are open to

- such an interpretation that the responsibility of States might be involved

- at any moment.

Article VIIT provides for a clearly restricted right to interfere in

- legislation governing television broadcasting from other States —- and this

is on the basis of a presumption. We have also been surprised to note that

article TX of the draft convention recognizes the protection of copyrignts,

Vhereas the Soviet Union is not a party to any international convention on the

attey,

The draft resclution contained in Gocument A/C.:/L.605 slso raises difficulties

for my deleration. Apart from the fact that the oreamble does not suarantee either
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the right or the principle of the free flow of information, we believe that
it is premeature at this time to recommend the adoption of a convention on
this subject. In our opinion, it would be wiser to entrust the Outer Space
Committee with the task of drafting genersl principles governing the activitieg
of States in the use of artificial earth satellites for direct television
broadcasting. My delegation very much hopes that the Soviet Union will

give favourable attention to the suggestion to combine the two operative
pararraphs and to limit the operative part to requesting the Committee on

the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space to draft principles governing the use by
States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting

and to report to the General Assembly. The text of the operative part as it
reads at present is not, in our opinion, very realistic. Fivst of all,

there is a problem of translation. Indeed, T note that the word "necessary”,

which appears in the Bnglish text, has been erroneously translated into French

as "indispensable”, Secondly, I do not believe that at this time the
First Committee or even the Genewral Assembly is entitled and authorized
to declare that only a convention can solve the problem of direct television
broadcasting by satellite.
Thirdly, it is undenisbly premature to make an appeal, as operative

paragraph 1 does, to States to become parties to a convention that does not even

exist. Pinally, my delegation is convineed that the Soviet proposal should first o

all be considered in the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and then
that Committee could refer all the documents which it had before it to a

sub-committee or an ad hoc working group for wmore detailed examination.

A/C.1/PV.186L
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Mr. BAROODY (Saudi Arabia): In view of the fact that there is a

E-I'

i £t
.« mentioned before that I was preparing some amendments to the dra
ving . . .
?a 1Ltion (A/C.1/5.605) of the Soviet Union -- leaving aside the draft
yesolw

ntion on direct television broadcasting between States.

onve .
1 T referred in my last statement to the draft convention on freedom of

, . . . ‘he
g articles of that draft convention in the Third Committee, and as th
o . .
ux of the whole question revolves around television rather than radio
er

deasting —- and, as I mentioned, “television” implies the visual and
roda N

b - - 3
uditory together -- I believe there should be some norms which will guide
the & 2

And it is not too eariy now to be seized of the problems that

gs in future. e . o
be created by any Member State which has the facility of internatio
nay

; . ¢
atellites and which might think that its programmes are in the nature o
5 ,

freedom of information and not licence or propaganda.

w no t; Ve t C t; Q ce ars [J d t Q b Y GO Ve me! lts
2 5

i i il 7hi bt
but rather of a moral code, especially in the field of films, which no dou
i i i i terms
will be the subject-matier of television broadeasting. We should think in
of various cultures and not of a single culture -- whether Western, Eastern,

fsian or African. We must beware of touching the susceptibilities of the

peoples -— not the Governments -- of the States Members of the United Nations.
Tor one thing, I must say that in so far as news 1is concerned 1 believe that
3

i ai
any Member State will still be free to use the printed word as well as radio

broadcasting to disseminate ideas -~ whether in the form of opinion or

propaganda or anything that is reelly concrete. For, as we all know,

. . . hat
informetion may indeed be factual or notional. The factual is something tha

i i destrian
' we can see and that cannot be refuted. For example, if a car hits a pe

i ian®, 1 i tual
and the reporter says: I saw a car hit a pedesirian’, that is fac

information.
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But if the reporter says thet the driver of the car seemed to harbour

I will give an example which has to do with tne Press. It is relevant
hatred for the pedestrian and that it locked as if he w

sot out of his vey to s ipternational television broadcasting. We know very well that scissors
s - a , . .. . 0
hit the bedestrian, that may be either opinion based on fact which he may not 4

disclose or it nay be malicious Propaganda. This is the noticnal. On the

other hand, we Enow that in the yealm of the notional we have opinion and we

have Propagands, and it is very difficult to draw a line between opinion as

unethical correspondents but I think that on the whole they do their duty
such and propagands. Everybody

is entitled to his opinion, but when I mentioneq

dmirably in all countries and even endanger their lives by going to
at the beginning of my statement the definition of norms

T meant that the

attlefields to report what they see. But the editors have special interests,
notional should never be calculated to injure ancther State, whether maliciously hether they are the editors of Stabe-owned medis or the editors of the
for certain interests. Then the notional becomes propagandist,

o-called free enterprise media. That is where the scissors come in., An editor
I do not See anything wrong in having ado

pted a draft resolution which, like

pplies the scisscrs to the articles that the correspondents write or the news
that submitieq by the Soviet Union, shows due regard for

<he preamble of the

hat they transmit. After 40 years of observation I have found that the sCissors
further with this wvhen my amendments gre

Outer Space documents. I will deal

cere applied in a sort of conspiracy against the reader. The news is either slanted
complete and are submitted. There is _

reference o freedom of information in th

‘or omitted -- and this is when the scissors are applied to cut out certain passages.
preamble to the outer Space document, and why should we say that it is too early

.Then there is the conspiracy of complete silence: nobody mentions anything;
discuss these matters? Why do we not utilize the draft instruments that are alr

‘either a part or the whole version is not reported. The three "S's" —- slanting the
available and with which we have been seized for over 25 years? For that

news, scissors, and silence -- that is what we have called them for many
matier, let the Third Committee, on a recommendation from

this Committee,

years, and we have been subjected to them in every country. We know very well
embark aszain on firishing the draft convention on freedom of informationg

that in the free enterprise countries the motivation of NeVSpaper men or
four articles of which vere completed many vears ag0. Then, even if we did

broadcasting companies, privately owned, is gain and profit; so they pander
not finish the draft convention because of controversy, we might perhaps ask

the Conmittee on Outer Space to think what could be done i

to the cheap -~ or perhaps "sensual" is the word rather than "cheap". They pander
in that direction

to the sensual and give people the things they like to read about, peddling sex,
inasmuch as the preamble refers to the freedom of informs

That, I believe

tion convention.

sex motion pictures or sex programmes.
s Would narrow the gap between those who say we should have no

I was told recently that there was a brogramme -~ and I am not going to mentien
control whatscever and those vho say that of course we should know what will be

where because it is obvious, and you can reach your own conclusion —- which, owing
broadcast by international television,

Tt is not too early to broach the

subject now because the Outer Space Committee would then have something to work

and out of school, and are contracting venereal diseases, was about using
on intelligentl;rD

Jrenees M Just welesate the wuestion to another session the condom. I do not have a television set, radio is enough for me, but this
that will mean shelving it, It will mean that we are not seriocus about trying
to draw

¥aS$ = programme for parents and teenaged children. Now, if such & programiue.,
7 a line of demarcation between freedom of information and licence.

vhich is deemed by a certain country to be educational, were broadcast to a

- - " l?
Country where such things are not shown on television, what would happen?

to the fact that in a certain country the teenagers have become promiscuous, in school

T ———
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I give this as a recent example of what is going on in certain highiy

developed countries. It is shocking, perhaps, to cite such an example but

we sre here to grappie with facts rather than to say that freedom of information

is a blanket in which no hole should be made through which to peep at anything.

There 1s nothing to peep at.

A/C.1/PV.186k
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The peep shows will be on television, and they are, what shall I say. sex

it is & healthy instinct, but

1 -- certain films marked X --

i1ms. There is nothing wrong with sex,

ex used for those who are allegedly over 2
tis will e th

gen men Over 21 who ar

e substance of television in the future. T have

e less mature than teenagers when it comes tc seX.
here iz an frsb proverb which in translation tells about an old man getting

0 romentic that he loses his mind. 5o there is suscepbibility about these

I picked on sex because SeX preoccuples many societies 4in the West.

:at’teI'S .
not having been there or in the

I Go not know about the Soviet Union,

It depends on their programmes - I do not know about

ocialist countries.

them. 1 do not see English programmes On television , but I know what goes

That would be the subject matter of television, international or national .

4 it is said that it would be in the name of freedom of information., the

ee Tlow of information . But it would mean licence,

eans promiscuity end promiscuity means subverting
certain traditions

rnography m society and

eakening the family, destroying certain institutions,

het have taken thousands of years £o come into being, doing awvay with

been tested not throughou£ the centuries but throughout

housands of years, in the name of fyeedom of information.
shen they say 'The

I know what my good friends the Americans mean ¥

ree flow of information®™. In other words, they do not want anyone to

s saying what he wants %o sey in thelr country an
that what is good for the goose is good for

ne gander , that what is ~ood for the Americans should be good for those who

nterfere with anyone' & they seem

astonished, because They feel

are abroad. Perhaps it is not out of cupidity. Why should T suspect

hem of intending to brainwash other countries? I think everybody knovs

nov that they should be very very careful about preserving their own

culture and not iry %o Lorrow from a culiure if it is deleterious %o their
way of life.

But there are fields in freedom of information other than just political
"y way of life is better than yours, my ideclogy is

news , sayin that
g
are oniy thinking in political terms.

uperior +to the ciher ideology'. Shey

and licence means pornography ,
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On the other hand, the mores of peoples change and we know that
in certain countries when somebody z=2es & Triend when he has
not seen for a long time he will say,’it is so nice to see you, you old
bastard,” in a nice way. But in my country if he calls you a bastard,
yvou can kill him. You can see that pecple use language in good faith
which may be acceptable to some whereas to others it is a great
insult.

T will give another example so that it will not be thought that T am
+alking in generalities. I am old enough to have seen whal goes on in
life., There are certain countries where they have institutionalized
democracy. I say 'institutionalized” because democracy, I believe, is
in the spirit and in the way a person behaves towards his fellow man rather
than +he mazhine, a party machine cr whatever you have.

I do not wabch what they call electicn campaigns.here or elsevhere,
hecause the contestants for office in certain countries call their
opponzcnts corrupt, panderers ... I deo not have to go through the zamut of
insults that are used. After they have finighed the contest they wine snd
dine together; this is unthinkable. It dres not even redound to the reputation
of a developed country if they want to show how their political
instituticns are run since it 1g not in their interests because people have
other ideas. All this is done under the gui.: of freedom of information.

liow we come to the privately--owned media. In the privately-owned
medls they have advertisers. dembers know very well that were it not for the
advertisers they would not be in business. Tney are not all like the BBC
or Trench televisicn -~ . which are I think, although I am not sure, semi.
independent ¢f their Governments. and run by charter . so to speak. Thesec
reople whe own the mass qedia may be influencad by certain Tactions to keep
certain nevs from the public znd to highlight o%ther news or even propaganda —-
not in news only, bHut in filus =rd in varicus programmes that need
not be what you would call literary, but are reant to influence
pecple in a certain direction. 8o why 4o we shy away from trying

to regulate - - not censor information. not by way of control

L/C.1/PV. 1864
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=3 by Covernments bul, as T mentioned during my lest intervention,
py the association of the mass media on an international scale, thus paviae
turough certain studies which would te made for us by the

pace Commiibtes, s¢ thot we might conduct ourselves intellipentiy

the future when international television hecomes & reality?

¥ tatomants and 1t oeems that it iz a few

WH

3

et
i

1 read Ambassador bus

ears boo eariy to put into practice wWhat m=any peopic here are afraid of

)

. vo~ard to  felevision broadcasts. On the other hand, some have said

war with the efavomtital 1orvead i oand I wmve my swn ideas sbout the

the Scviet Union . T 4o rno% thing that it is Lo early to

Pty

aralt convention ©
refer that drar: copvention to ths Quter Space Cormmittee for study. bBut
on the other hand I think that the draft regolution of the Soviet Unilon

should be taken into serious consideration, with certain amenduments which

© 1 thought I would subwit after haviag studied a1l the facets of the situation

or as many facets as 1 could ponder --. and I believe thab 1t would be a good
starh Wohody —. T 12 not think even the Sovicd ‘mizn - expects

N . . e e s e o e
that = convenbion can De worked out in this Committee or in any other

i i R i oS Fraadol £ information.
Comnittee knowing the diversity of views on fresdom of IZIOY ilon

d - : T v e
‘he Soviet Unirm was acling wrematuraly ln submitilng 2 convention., T am w0t
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Tt there iz a catalytic arent “hich is, I submit, the draft convention on
frecdon of informetion, which can he comnleted by the Third Co oalttee, thou-

- In the meantine, whether or not it is

not necessa a7ily this rear

comnleted

shonld e referred +p the Committee on Cuter Snpce

Tor considaration. “he Comittes ne

el not excnine it article v article,

hut could consider itever 1n that draft convention w

television broadcasts. The Committee has put in a lot of +time ana effort at
several sessionz of

0r the Genersl lZgsemnlw to find 2 meetins of minds. Snd let i@

v “renee at that time was represented by a very,

as relevant %o internationa

state th

very fine
Journalist, whose ncre I have forgotten -- he died in 1952 - who came

to the conclusion that certain regulations should be provided for by
the convention., ‘he olther dev T mentioned how the late Father Beaufort relt
at the beginning, as a Westerner, coming from Holland. Uembers know how
nations esnecislly in the 1950s —- ant I hone less $0 now . gscted

They scmetimes acted on the basis of what wag

on the Lasis of the nerits of e

in srouns,

called solidarity rather than

)

auastion. Tle made that adriission to me and
ther he fingllv werticivated rith us Ir the wrenoration of one of thie articles
of

ct

<% draft convention hich ap hat tite, in the errly 1050Gs,

“as meant to
curb not only salacious literature,

but alsc the onslaught of porncgraphy. At tha

time it wag nothing commared to hat it is nor.  In soue countries now they

thint nothine of rornegraphy. T g tuen it ds a1l rirht -~ "let us expose the
youn~ and tie old to it and thev vill =et tired of it’,  But what shout the
susceptibilities of other States with cert ain traditions? TLose that Lelieve so

are n hnorife . ther aae e 10 15 or 20, There are 132 Tenmbers of the
vnltet Jations aind there wust be anoth ar 20 countries that are not

18, embers of
tue United Hations. Do they not count?

I ach: representetives 4o hin- objectivel” and dispeszionste elv, =rithout

interests in the cromacation of news or television

1 their i ,Lcrests because some of those

Soemanave Iom nrds vatelv orped

088 media. Tat is the cusstion, It is
0% & cuestlion of ‘eithor vou sre writh e QY Vou are azainst mz . There should
be » meetins of wminds,  There should ba ~ive and take, "nd "fhere can that he 4o

Tnerefc}l‘e »

AJC,1/TV, 1860
L7

( v. Baroody  Sgudi lrabia)

speakers, otherwvise
done here? But the Committee does not have enough sp )
- J . i i ; raises the virtues
i 3 t be swealinc noir Wyervbodsr sin~s 1S SonT, NYELS5ES
A noe = SRV O L3 W o
would 1

v L T i i i —- and then
n Leila - sincs the wraises of his 'Det ideas
his OVIl LELLd . .

“ ted. 1 C i lewm and with
L ied ie-t vear e shall come here vith the same proble
e o . . . is to see that the
i d all that the Soviet Union is asking us 1
he #5278 appreach, and all

I believe it is time that it shculd start rclling,-but
tion that the draft convention will pnot he submitted durins this

i o1 f—vﬁﬂiv »hractical action, because that would be humanly 1mn0531?1e.
e "‘wd" .11 hecone 8 working maner merhans of the Cormittee on (uter
1t could bl rorking ¢ _ . °
“wut the draft resolution can also serve as a basls. T intend to

aiicy (1 tS E;U e L2 )] t ! we a.l ()t ca e O 8 s1ng O EllS
2T S
julh 114 f}

wm

in due course.

EOLLLLN Lo A s < <
L LT 5 na v res’en
e {, ‘:X bh&nk MiNGssS8.00Yr jale] ‘l’:‘ ei) e 1 Y fo)i

Sa f AT A 'T| o7 10 n 1 3 Tnotr mea Views O sex 1§ S are
4 £ e ] : K 0e o Lce O5E.
£ ll a8 Als I led eanL KR CLY 4t =u 8
il J LU, 1aiicer all L, L2 2l 5 -L'
R b L, i 3 -‘real ers ] iTisn to remlindg cile m mhery . 12
; 5 tl‘ ere are no f]..rtu..ef = St -l 5 1 CH e s 01 S
O 1etee ad tals stafe .E:-_C. 11 accordance i Lﬂ].l ne Jdecl 101 aren o =
C Rl ' ) N1 o« o~ s} q-t o3 = . ul N 't Y S ¥ ¥ & N t 13

H s ers O i e i,e 3 onst e/‘ﬂJE.,Ofl
! : ’ unaey Con LCern
he 11317 O SDealer Il Ll i o

i ' i ine, I should like to
Befere adicurninc the neetins, L 520

e
: he nrovisional time-table under which the Committe
outline to the Commitiee the wrovisional

in~ this session.
shoul! omerate durin Totnls 8e3s)0 - +the

! B oo e
© its 1860%h meeting the Comittee aprecd on v
S memberswill recell, at its 1 T '

) . il it ~s shown in
order in -thich it would evamine the itewms allcocat to

-1 . . Thie
; 5+ 1 Lindlv turn to This
~ T 2 the Copmithee would landls
ﬂOCmenbA/C 1/1022. T+ mebers of Tae nL b

. ; .
PR +1iine the romosad time-table for our work
went T oshinll wroceed TO outilne The NI

- -
Ty
wrarreem—te




GTIC Ay \
pesth jom I f{\i .,:i_,tfl_)'v a 186&

¢
I L

EEIRAo!

(The Chairmon)

T

Tar the itens listed wander T, we would reserve seven working
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(The Chairmen)

T believe that this kind of time-table would best suit our needs. It

gecnis Lo bo a realistic time-table and if we are able to keep to it we shall

pe in & position to conclude our work in time. I have had consultations on
tpis time--table with a number of delegations and I have the impression that
the nroposals that T have just made would meet the wishes of most delegations.
T do not think it is necessary for the Committee to take a formal
decision on the metter. lowever, it should be elearly understood that the
Chaeirmen will operate henceforth under this schedule, and I hope that in so
doing, I will have The full co-operation of the Committee. The time-table
can be adjusted, iT necessary. in grder to cope with any exceptional situations
that might arise at some point during the course of our work in the future.
Therefore, as I hear no objection, I will have the time--table issued as &
document of the Committee, bearing in mind vhat I have said by way of

exnlznation.

The meeting rose af 5.5 p.m.
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