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{The Chairman)

T propose that the list of speskers for these items bhe closed tomorrow
at noon. Delegations which have not inscribed their names by that time will
be considered as not wishing to participate in the general debate. 4As I said

earlier, this will enable us to organize our work properly.

If there is no objection, the list of speakers for these two items will ®

be closed tomorrow at noon.

It was so decided.

L

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): Finally, I should like

also to remind the Committee that we have a request from the President of the
General Assembly that, in so far as possible, we adhere to the time-table
ard the dates the Committee agreed upon for the begihning and conclusion of
each and every item allocated tc the Committee. It is my intention faithfull
to comply with this request of the President of the General Assembly.

May I therefore remind the Committee that at the latest next Friday, P
18 October, we shall conclude cur entire consideraticn of the two items

pertaining to ocubter space.

The meeting rose at 3.55 p.n.
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AGENDA ITEMS 32 AND 33

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION IN THE PRACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE: REPORT OF THE
COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE

PREPARATION OF AN INTERVATIOVAL CONVENTION ON PRINCIPIES GOVARNTNG THE USE BY
STATES OF ARTIFICTAL EARTH SATELLITES FOR DIRECT TELAVISTON BROADCASTING:
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE FEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE

(4/9620)

The CHATRMAN {interpretation from Spanish): In accordance with

what has been decided, the First Committee will teday begin its consideration
of the items on its agenda relatiag to outer space: ditem 32, entitled
"International co-operation in.the peaceful uses of outer space"; and item 33,

entitled "Preparation of an international convention on principles governing the

use by States of artificial earth sateliites for direct television broadcasting'
The report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space has been
circulated and is coatained in document A/9620.

In écéordance with what was done last year, we shall take the two items
that I have just mentioned Jointly; in other words, delegations, in their
statements, may refer to both at the same time. This does not, of course, mean
that delegations who prefer to refer to them separately may not do so.

We shall novw begin the general debate on these items, and it is a great
pleasure and a privilege for me to call on the first speaker on my list,
the representative of Austria, Mr..Jankowitsch, Chairman of the Committee on

the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

Mr. JANKOWITSCH (Austria), Chairmsn of the Committee on the Peaceful

Uses of Quter Space: Mr. Chairman, at a later stage in the debate when T

speak in my capacity as representative of Austria, I shall have the pleasure
of stating the feelings of the Austrian delegation with regard to you in your

‘capacity as Chairman of the First Committee. Thig morning, rather, I am

addressing you, Mr. Chairman, and:the Committee as Chairman of the United Nations

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space,

' AfC.1/PV.1988
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(Mr, Jankowitsch, Chairman,
Cuter opace Committee}

Tt is my privilege to preseat to the General Assembly the Committee's report
the work of its seventeenth session, contained, as you have already said,
&y, Chairman, in.document A/9620. |
] The Committee's deliberations in the past.year were based mainly, as in
evious years, on the activities of its subsidiary bodies, that is, the ILegal
y-Committee, the Scientific and Technical Sub-lommnittee, and the Working
roups on Direct Broadcast Satellites and Remote Seasing of the Earth by
tellites. '
This has aéain been a busy year for the Outer Space Commitiee, and it has
en the year when, for the first time, the Committee met with an enlarged
embership. As you will recall, by decisioan of the twenty-eighth session
the General Assembly, nine new members were added to the Committee as of
1, February 1974k, T wish to take this opportuaity to pay a tribute to the new
embers of the Committee, who have made a significaat contribution to our work
during the past year. . '
My pleasure in presenting this year's report is heightened by the fact that
ihe Committee was able to complete successfully the draft of the text of a
éonvention on registration of objects launched iato outer space. The Commitiee
ﬁas thus, in less than a decade, contributed to the development of a legal
order in outer space by adopting a number of gignificant international
conventions: namely, the outer space Treaty, adopted in 1966; the astronauts
Agreement, adopted in 1967; and the liability Convention adopted in 1971.
Tt has now once again made a contribution to this important new tody of law
by the adoption of a registration convention which will be submitted to this

session of the General Assembly for consideration and adoption.

Lo/ T°0/Y



EH/ah}n A/C.1/PV.1988
6

. . ' (Mr, Jankowitsch, Chairman,
Outer Space Commlttee)

The General Assembly at 1ts last session recommended, in
resolution 3182 (XXVIIT) that the Committee should, as a matter of the
highest priority, make every effort to complete the draft convention
on registration. After several years of detailed study and extensive
negotiations in the Legal Sub-Committee and in the Main Committee on the
many complicated 1lssues involved, the Committee and its Legal Sub-Committee
have been able to finalize the text of the draft convention this year. It ;
does not, and of course cannot, satisfy everyone completely, but it represents -
not only several years of hard ard dedicated work but alsc, I believe, the
optimum level of compromise that could be reached at the present stage of
technology. That is why the draft convention received the unanimous approval
of the membersg of the Committee,

The purpose of the draft convention is set out 1n the preamble: namely,

to make provision for the national registration by launching States of space

objects launched into cuter SPace;'for a central register of objects launched
into outer space to be established and maintained on a mandatory basis by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations; and, finally, to provide additional
means and procedures for States Parties to assist them in the ldentification,
of space objects, |

In this connexion the States Parties to the convention would express their
beilief that a mandatory system of registering cbjects launched into ocuter

space would, in particular, assist in thé identification of such objects .and
contribute to the application and development of international law governing

the exploration and use of outer space.

I do not propose tc go into the substance of the draft convention, which
is set out in very great detail, along with the history of its negotiation,
in a statement made in the Main Committee by the Chairman of Working Group IT
of the Legal Sub-Committee, which is reproduced as annex II to the repers before
this Committee. I should, however, like to pay a tribute at this stage to all
members of the Committee and its Sub-Committee and in particular to

Mr. Eugenlus Wyzner, of Poland, Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee,

1 /ot Afc. 1/$v.1988

(Mr, Jankowitsch, Chairman,
Duter Space Committee)

nd also the Chairman of Working Group IT of the Sub-Committee, where much

of the drafting took place. I understand that Mr. Wyzner will speak in more

geta il about the provision of the draft convention following this brief

As to the significance of the draft convention, I wish to observe that

qlth the increase in the activities being carried out in outer space, which

se are witnessing daily, the likelihcod of a space obgect's falling back on
earth, causing damage or loss of life and property, has algo increased.

The Convention on Internaticonal Liabllity for Damage causgd by Space Objects,
shich is already in effect, provides for rules of compensation to be applied

in such an eventuality, which it is %o be hoped will never occur. The graft .
convention on registration is therefore an in@ispensable inst?ument for ensuring
that claims of innocent victims under the liability Convention could be met
promptly and effectively. It complements the body of rules provided by the
Tliability Convention; in the sense that it would facilitate procedures for
sdentification of space objects in case of doubt. In that sense the draft
convenfion on registration is a significant contribution, we believe, to
complement the existing body of international law in this field; hence it
represents an important step forward in the progressive development énd
codification of international space law. I therefore have the honour to commend
the draft convention to the General Assembly and I hope It will receive the
unanimous support of this Committee.

The Juter Space Committee was also concerned with several other legal
questions., General Assembly resolution 3182 (XXVIII), to which I referred
earlier, also requested that the Committee give the highest priority to the
draft treaty relating to the moon along with the draft convention on
registration. Although vigorous attempts were made, both in the Legal
Sub-Committee and in the Main Committee, to reconcile the outstanding differences
of opinion and finalize the draft treaty relating to the moon, there were a
few ocutstanding issues on which agreement could not yet be reached.

The Legal Sub-Committee of the Quter Space Committee had approved twenty-one
articles and its Working Group reacned agreement on six additional provisicns.
Those agreed articles constitute the main components of the draft treaty. The
outstanding issues relating to the scope of the treaty and the status of the

natural resources of the moon continued to create a stumbling-block which
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prevenfed the adoption of the draft as a whole. The differing views on this

matter are very clear and well known and it is my hope, therefore, that a

compromise can be reached during the course of the 1975 sessions of the Commit:

so that the CGeneral Assembly may have the draft for approvael next year.

Another area of work of the Committee relates to the question of direct
wroadcast satellites. TFollowing the recommendations of the General Assemﬁly
last year, that high priority be given to the question of elaborating
principles governing the use of artificial earth satellites for direct
television broadcasting with & view to the conclusion of an international
agreement or agreements, considerable progress was achieved in this field. :
The Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites, which was convenéd in March .
to agsist the Legal Sub-Committee in its task, made a detailed study of the
guestion and outlined a series of draft basic principles .governing
international co-operation in this field, It was able, furthermore, to reach.
4 consensug on the content of a number of the draft principles that it conside
should be elaborated and, where a consensus was not considered possible, the
differing views of its members were all registered. .

At its last session the Legal Sub-Committee began the task of drafting
principles in the areas where there was a high degree of consensus in the
Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites. [t was'able, through & draftin
group, to reach general agreement on the formulation.of the text of five princ
although ‘each included certain elements on which agreement cannot yet be
achieved. Those principles related to the applicability of international law
rights and benefits of States; international co-operation; State responsibili
and the peacéful settlement of disputes. Having regard to the degree of
consensus already achieved and the amount of work yet to be done in the
elaboration of these and other‘principles in this field, the Légal Sub-Commit
was of the view that it should continue the work on the formulation of those
principles as a priority item at its next session. The Outer Space Committee
endorsed that view.

T should like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation of the
work of the members of the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites and 1
Chairman, Mr. Rydbeck of Sweden. '

The Committee considered the manner in which progresg could best be

achieved in.l975.

Re/5 \ A/C.1/PV.1988
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\Mr. Jankowitsch, Chalrman,

Outer Space Committee

The main outstanding matter and the principal points of contention during the

ebate in both the Working Group on Direct Broadcazgt Satellites and the

egal Sub-Commitiee related to the differing positions held by members with
. - 4

egard 1o the principle of freedom of information, on the one hand, and that

sovereignty of States, on the other. The task before the Legal Sub-Committee
2

erefore, 1s .to reconcile what are considered to be conflicting interests
tween the proponents of the principle of Freedom of information and those

e principle of sovereignty.of States. In éssence, these conflicting

terests reflect differing viewpoints as to whether or not there should be

prior consent of States .concerned before a direct broadecast by satellite. is

amed intc the territory of another country. Several suggestions weére made

the Cuter Space Committee concerning how this matter mighﬁ best be resolved

d also with regard to the future work in the elaboration of principles in

is area. Baslically, they relate to the procedural, but important, guestion

to whether to reconvene another session of the Working' Grdup on Direct

oadcast Satellites to concentrate on this matter before the Legal Sub-Committee
uld start drafting p;inciples in this area or, at least, to have a joint

ssion of the two bodies or of their drafting groups. WNo decision was reached’
d the differing views of members on this matter " have been faithfully recorded
the report of the Outer Space Committee. In this regard I draw the Committee's
tention to paragraphs 55 and 56 of the repors.
The Legal Sub-Committee also began work in another new area this year.

is related to the important and timely discussion on the legal implications

remote sensing of the earth from space. A very useful discussion tock place

197k and wmembers have supmitted texts of various proposals and further
nsideration of this matter will continue in 1975 in the legal Sub-Committee.-
Turning nov to the work of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee,
must be emphasized that the work of the Committee and its subsidiary bodies

L this field for this year is no less significant. The Committee devoted much

tention this year to the work of the Working Group on Remote Sensing, which had

t earlier in the year and. whose final report was considered by the Scientific

a . .
4 Pechnical Sub-Committee. The Working Group, which was established two years

0 ; .
0, had carried out an extensive study with the assistance of a task force
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as well as repiies of Member Stafes to a qugstiounaire addressed to them.
In this regard I wish to place on record the appreciation of the work performe
the members of the Working'Gropp and its dynamic Chairman, Mr.Frarco Fiorio ¢
Ttaly. Based on the work of the Working Group, the Scientific and Technical
Sub~Committes made several conclusions and recommendationg. Having considere
them and recognizing the very imporktant work done in this area, the Commitbee
endorsed the recommendation that a number of megsures be undeftaken, particul
the preparation of - several- studies by the Secretary—Genéral relsting to the
organizavion and financial implications of remote seﬁéing of the earth from s
These studies will seek, inter alia, to examine and report on measures that
could be undertaken at an international level in the'light of the increasing
importance attached by Member States to the guestion of data - dissemination a
ukilizaticn. The significance of remote sensing of natural resources and !
the human environment and the need for international co-operation to bring
closer the benefits Of this new technology to development, especially in
developing countries, hardly needs further emphasis. The_Comnﬁttee, threugh
its Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, therefore looks forward to an eve
more fruitful activity in this area when it deliberates further on this matte
The Committee also considered Undited Nations activity in the area of
prowoting co—operation in practical applicationscefl spaeetiechrology, and

approved the United Nations Programme for Space‘Applications for 1975. 'This

programme consists of the holding of technical panels on various aspects of the

practical application of space technology, and these panels again will be he
in various regions of the world. The programme further congists of visits
by the Expert on Space Applications to developing countries with a view to
promoting international co-operation in this field and in the administration
of fellowships offered by Governments in the area of space applications.

The growing number of Member States, particularly those of developing
countriessthat are attaching great importance to the fechnical panels conducte
under this programme, is most encouraging. Since the programme was intro@uced
in 1970, ten panels have been organized, mainly on a regional basis, with

several of them in developing countries. They dealt with the aspects of
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application of space technology, sﬁch as communication satellites, remote
gsensing satellites and meteorological satellites. They are also designed

to serve a very important educational and training purpose. For the remainder
of 1974k and 1975, further technical panels are being planned under this
programme. '

The Committee considered thé views of some Member SBtates as to the néed
fPor expansion of this programme and the views of others that such an expansion
should be based on a careful and substantive assessment of the need for
such expansion. It did not reach any final conclusion.but did decide to send
cut a guestionnaire to all Member Stétes on. the needs of developing éountries
for assistance in the area of pracitical applicetiong of space technology, which
the Secretary-General has already dispatched., The Secretary-General has beén
requested to prepére g comprehensive report on this gquestion based on the
replies 1o the questicnnaire. The Committee and its subsidiary bodies will
consider this report and make the necessary recommendations at a later stage.

The extent to which international co-operation in this field could be developsd |
would, of course, largely depend on the views and interests to be expressed by
Member States. Their replies to the questionnaire, which the Committee commends
to their attention, will therefore greatly facilitate the task of the Committee
in formulating its recommendations.

The Committee also gave preliminary consideration to a proposél concerning the
convening of =z United Nations conference on space applications. The Committee
agreed to request the Secretary-General to seek the vieﬁs of Mewmber States on the
question of holding such a conference; and the Secretary-General has already
dispatched the questionnaire and the Sub-Committee will give renewed coensideration
to this matter iq 1975.

Among the other matiters considered by the Committes during this year is
the question of international sounding rocket launching facilities. The
recommendation of the Committee in this connexion is contained in paragraph 48
of its report, in vhich it expressed its satisfaction oathe work carried out
at the Thumba BEquatorisl Launching Station at Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre in India

dnd the CELPA Mar del Plata Rocket Launching Station in Argentina relative to
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the use of sounding rocket facilities for international co-operation and
training in the peaceful exploration of outer space. The Committee according

recommended that the General Assembly continue to grant spomsorship

to these two launching stations.

MLG/ pah A/C.1/PV.1988
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‘ (Mz. Jankowitsch, Chairman,
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Tn the course of this brief intrcduction I hope I have been able %o
outline for this Ccmuitiee some of the salient features of the work of the
Copmittee and its subsidiary bodiés as reflected in the report which is
pefore you for your consideration. TYou will note from what I have brought
to your attention teday that the Ccmmittee continues'to carry out the

important tasks entrusted to it by the General Assembly to serve as the

-Poeal point for internaticnal co-operation in this field. BSince its inception

in 1962, its work has increased considerably, as has the work of its
subsidiary bodies, and much of the calendar year has been occcupied with
meetings of the Committee. 1975 will be an equally busy year with nearly
three months of the first part of next year devoted to the work of the
Committee and its subsidiary bodies. Mnéh has been achieved but much more
is left to be done. I therefore wish to conclude by assuring you, Mr, Chairman,
and members of this Ccmmittee, that the members of the Committee are looking
forward to another year of fruitful work in the Comﬁittee,in 1975 under
the valuable guidance and support of the General Assembly.

Finally, before terminating this brief introduction, I wish to.pay‘
a special tribute to-all the officers of the Outer Space Committee, especilally
its Vice-Chairman, Ambassador Datcu of Romania, and its Rapporteur,
Mr. Seizas-Correas of Brazil, as well as to the dedicated staff of the
Cuter Space Affairs Division. in the secretariat led until July of this year'
by Mr. Abdel-Ghani and ncw by Mr. Robinson. The Committee is indeed indebted
to them; without their competence and help it would not have been
possible to achieve the results which T have now placed before the General

Assembly.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish)}: I thank the Chairman

of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space. Ambassador Jankowitsch
of Austria for his axtremely interesting, complete and eloguent introducticn
to the reﬁort of that'Oommitteg. At the same time I should'liki to
congratulate him, on behalf of the First Committee, and express our gratitude
for the diligent and prolific work he has-done as head of that important
bedy.

T am now pleased to call on the Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee

of the Commitiee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space.
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MT. WYZNER (Poland ), Chairman of the Iegal Sub-Committse of the Co

on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space : Mr. Chairman, I wish to begin my remar

saying how happy I am to see you, an outstanding United Nations diplomat and

successful representative of your country, presiding over the First
Ceonmittee. I am convinced that with you and your cclleagues, the other
officers of the Ccmmittee at the helm, the Committee will make at this sessio
further significant contributicns to the work of our Organization.

It is with great pleasure that I take the floor as Chairman of the Legal
Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 1o
addregss the PFirst Committee on the draft convention on registration of
cbjects launched into outer space. _

As the Chairman of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
Ambassador Jarkewitsch, has just informed you in his lucid intrcduection to
the present item, the Legal Sub-Commititee was able successfully to conclude
its work on the preparation of the text of the draft convention in May 197hL.
The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of COuter Space considered and confirmed
the text of the draft convention in July 197L.

As you will reeall, it.was in 1965 that the General Assembly adophed
the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activitles of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial
Bodies; and it was in 1967 that the General Assembly adopted the Agreement

on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and tke Return of

Cbjects Launched into Cuter Space, The most recent Convention to be formulatei

by the Legal. Sub-Committee wa.s the Convention on Internaticnal Liability
Tor Damage caused by Space Objects, Following confirmation of the text

of the liability Convention by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter
Space énd the First Committee, the General Assembly adopted the Liability
Convention on 29 November 1971. '

Thus, it was in 1972 at the eleventh session of the Legal Sub-Committee
that the Sub-Committee first began, on the basis of a proposed draft submitte
earlier by the delegation of France, detailed consideration of the
registration cogvention. A further proposed draft convention was submitted
by the delegaticn of Canada, The Canadian and French proposals were later
combined, at the eleventh session, into a single draft convention,

In 1973, at the twelfth session of the Sub-Committee, & revised

Canadian and French proposed draft convention was received by the Sub-Committ

o/pah A/C.1/PV,1988
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proposed draft convention was also submitted by the delegation of the

nited States. On the basis of thosg proposals, and the numerocus other specific
roposals on particular provisions submitted by other members of the Legal
ub-Committee, a very substantial measure of succesg in the formulation of

he provisions of the draft registration convention was achieved at the twelfth

Further discussions and consultati cns on the provisions of the draft
agistration conventlon were held in the Ccmmittee on the Peaceful Uses
f Outer Space in June -July 1973 under the .chairmanship of Anmbassador Jankowitsch,
oge consultations and discussions were of congiderable value, They took
e elaboration of the draft convention a long way towards its conclusion.

In Mey 1974, at its thirteenth session, the positions‘of.delegations
ow being fvlly clarified on matters.still outstanding, the Legal Sub-Committee '
ag able to concentrate on the formulafion of provisions on points still
6 be resolved. The necessary agreements were achieved, in a spirit of
onstructive compromise. The entire draft convention was then reviewed. and
erfected from. the point of view of drafting. The draft convention was then
dopted by the Legal Sub—Commiftee, in its enlarged membership of 37 States,
or submission to the Cormittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

The Committee considered and. confirimed the text of the draft conventioﬁ.

'Accordingly, the text of the draft convention on registration of

Jects launchéd into outer space is before the First Committee today. The
Xt of.the convention will be found on pages %0 to 36 of the report of
he Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Sapce, document A/9620,

I should like at this juncture to pause for a moment ~- before describing
he structure and the provisions of the draft convention -~ to pay a warm tribute
¢ all the members of the Legal Sub-Committee, of which I am honoured to
e Chairman, in particular to the Chairman of the Working Groups, to all
émbers of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space and its
istinguished Chairman, Ambassador Jankowitsch. Behind the provisicns of
ﬁe draft convention lie their very special expertise, their great diligence;
ary long hours of formal and informal deliberations, consultations and
; iculous drafting; and, above all else, their spirit of constructive

5~operation-and mutual understanding.
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Special mention is due to the devotion and the highest level of competence and
professional skill of the members of the United Nations Secretariat, without
whose reliable assistance the Legal Sub-Committee could not fulfil that task.
To all of them I should like o exﬁress sincere appreciaticn and deep gratifude.

T would turn now to the provisions of the draft convention.

As will have been noted, the draft convention contains a preamble and
12 articles. Of these 12 articles, article I deals with the definition of
certain terms: articles IT, IIT, IV and V deal substantively with the subject
of registration; article VI concerns assistance in the identification of a
space cbject which_has caused damage or which may be of & hazardous or .
deleterious nature; article VII provides for the application of the convention -
to intersational intersovermeental organizations which conduet space activities;
articles VIII to XIT are the final clauses of the draft convention.

Firstly, as regards the preamtcle of the draft convention, the preamble
recognizes, in its initial provision, the common interest of all mankind in
furthering the exploration and use of outer space'for peaceful purposes. The
preanble recalls, then, the outer space Treaty adopted by the General Assembly
in 1966 and the two agreemehts which I enumerated a few moments ago: tThe
Agreement on the rescue of astronauts and the liability convention adopted
by the Genreral Assembly in 1967 and in 1971 respectively. The preamble finally
expregsses what the principal purposes of the registraiion qonvention are.

These are to make provisioﬁ for the national registration by launching States

of space objects launched intc cuter space; to provide for a central register

of objects launched into outer space to be established and maintained on a
mandatory basis by the Secretary_Genefal of the United Nations; and to provide
additional means and procedures to assist ip the identification of space objects.
The belief is expressed in the final preambular paragraph that a mandatory
system of registering objects launched into cuter space weuld, in particular,
assist in their identification and would contribute to the application and

development of international law governing the exploration and use of outer space

———
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Article I of the draft comvention, ag I mentioned earlier, deals with
the definition of certain terme, namely, "launching State”, "space object”
and "State of registry”.

Article IIL provides, 1n paragraph 1, that, vwhen a gpace object is
jaunched into earth orbit or beyond, the launching State shall register
the space object by means of an entry iﬁ an appropriate regisiry which it
ghall maintain. The Secretary-CGeneral is to be informed of the. establishrent
of such a registry. Article IT provides, in paragraph 3, that the contents
of each registry and the conditicns under which it is maintained shall be
determined by.the State of registry. Paragrapb 2 of article II provides
for the case where a space.object is launched by two or more States and
prévides that in that case the launching States shall determine which one
of them shall register the space object.

Article TII states that the Secretary-General shall maintain &
regiéter in which the information furnished in accordance with article IV
shall be recorded. There shall be frll and open access Lo the information
in this register.

-

Article IV enumerates, in paragraph 1, subparagraphs {a) to (e),the

Anformation to be_furnished by each State of registry to the Secretary-

General, as soon as practicable, cencerning each space object carried on

its registry. Paragraph 2 of article IV concerns additional information
that a Btate of registry may, from time to time, wish to provide the
:Secretary—General. Paragraph 3 would regquire the Secretary-General to be
Anformed by a State of‘régistry, t0 the greatest extent feasible and as soon

‘ag practicable, of space objects concerning which the State of registry

as previously transmitted information but which are no longer in earth
rbit. )

Article V concerns the marking cf space objects and provides that
heneverla space object lalnched into earth orbit or beyond is marked with
he designator or registration number, which is referred to in article IV,
aragraph (1)(b), or with both a designator and a reglstration number, the
tate of registry shall notify the Secretary-General of this fact when
ubmittiﬁg information regarding the space object to the Secretary-General

1 accordance with article IV. The Secretary-General ghall, in such case,

ecord this notification in the register which he meintains.

Lot/ 10/ §
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(Mr. Wyzner, Chairmsn, Legal Sub-
Committee of the OQuier Space Committ

When presenting -- I believe, gorme three years ago -- to this
Committee the text of the liability convention, I pointed to the ever
growing developrent of science and technology in outer space, with the
systematically increasing number of space objects in orbit, as a potential
source of an egually growing danger of a space object falling on earth and
inflictiné logs of life, injury, or loss or damage of property; and, though
I hope that it might never be necessary to-resort to its provisions, T
should point out that article VI of the draft registration convention
provides for further assistance to a possible vietim of an accident caused
by such, or a similar, accident or situatlon.

Article VI concerns assistbance in the identification of.a space object
that has caused damage or that may be of a hazardous or deleterious nature.
Where the application of the provisions of the registration conventicn has
not enabied a State party incurring damage to identify such a space object,
articie VI would require that other States parties, -inciuding in particular
States possessing space monitoring and traqkimg facilities, shall respond
to the greatest extent feasible to a requeét by that State party for
ggsisterce under equitable and reasonable conditions in the identification
of the ebject. Such an identification would, in turn, facilitate the ‘
presentation of a claim for liability, as well as the prompt and effective
processing of a victim's justifiled compensation.

As the Committee will note, article VII of the convention concerns
the application of the Convention to international intergovernrental
organizations which conduct space activities. The article is identical
to the correspondiag provision in article IXIT of the Convention on .

International Liability for Damage caused by Space Objects.

radherencé among States members of the world community. For after all, the

. generally recognized and widely accepted or adhered to.
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Sib-Committee of the Quter

' Space Committee)

Articles VIIT to XIT contain, as I mentioned earlier, the final
clauses of the draft convention. The Secretary-General would, in terms
of pafagraph 2 of article VIII, act as depositary of the convention.

Article X provides for a review of the provisions of the convention
after a period of time. The review shall take into account in particular
any relevant technological developments, including those relating to the
jdentification of space objects.

The final article of the convention, article XIT, the Commitiee will

note, includes Arabic among the languages of the convention.

Such is the structure and the nature of the essentlal provisions l'?

of the draft convention on registration.
I should like now, if I may, to join Ambassador Jankowitsch in commending the

draft counvention to the First Committee. I would do so very warmly. The

draft convention is a carefully thought-over and formulated instrument.

It Was brought into being throughliong hours of detailed consultations

and negotistions between delegations holding ﬂifferent points of view and
repéesenting different schools of thought, yet endeavouring to define the
widest possible area of agreement. If it is aﬁogted by the General Assembly,
and I hope that it will be adopted, it will, on its entry into force, be

an important contribution to the codification and progressive development

of international lay, as envisaged in Article 15 of the United Nations

Charter. At the same time, I believe, the convention, if approved by

the Committee, will become an important ingtrument in bringing harmony % \/r
and order into the new domains of States activities in outer space; ; f“\
thus beccming, if I may say so, a set bf traffic regulations for a growiag |
number of countries engaged in the peaceful exploration of that new realm (

of human creativeness, which outer space has undoubtedly become. .

For all those reasons, and having in view also the support the draft
convention has received from States members of the Cuter Space Committee, i
Wwe have all reason to trust that, if approved by the First Committee and

the General Assembly, the convention will meet also with wide support and

- future success or failure of an international multilateral instrument as an
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(Mr. Wyzner, Chairman, Iegal
Sub-Commitiee of the Outer
Space Committee)

T should like now to make only one or two comments on the other matters o

the agenda of the Iegazl Sub-Commlittee, since the Chaizman of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spaces has already covered that subject.

We, the members of the Sub-Committee, regret very much that we are
not in a position to alsc report to the First Commititee today that we have
concluded our elaboration of the draft treaty relating to the moon, cne of
the matters fo which the General Assembly had requested that the Legal
Sub-Committee should give highest priority and make every effort to complete.
Difficulties still remain. Notwithstanding the very substantial efforts made,
acceptable formulatioﬁs have not as yet been reglized. It is my earnest hope
that we shall, at the next session of the Iegal Sub-Committee, bé in a position’
to complete our work on this important treaty.

On the gquestion of the elaboratior of principles governing the use by
States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting,
withk a view-to concluding an international agreeﬁent or agreements, a Working
Group was established in the Iegal Sub-Committee Lo consider the elaboration
of such principles, and substantial work on the‘drafting of such principles has
commenced, a8 the Committee would have noted from paragraph 25 of the report of

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. I am also happy to be able to s

‘ that the Iegal Sub-Committee-has,begun substantive consideration of the guestios

of the earth resources survey by remote-genging satellites as stated in
paragraph 25 of the report.

With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I wish to interject a few words as th
Polish representétive, in order not to tax the Committee's patience by taking
the flcor too many times.

First, my delegation fully shares the positive evaluation of the work
done by the OQuter Space Committee, transpiring from its report. We believe
that the Committee's endeavours greatly facilitate peaceful international
co-operatlon in outer space, which, incidentally, is exemplified by the
preparations towards the joint Soviet-American venture in 1975:, the flight
of Soyuz-Apollo. ‘

Poland, though not a space Power, also plays its modest role in internati
space co-operation. Ve take an active part, along with other soclalist countr
in the Intercosmos programue by providing, among others, tracking facilities

sclentific instruments for Intercosmos satellites.
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(Mr. Wyzver, Chairman,legal Sub-Cormittee
of the Outer Space Commitiee)

cecondly, the Polish delegation believes that the progremre of further
devélopment of the international law of outer space should be pursued
energetically, first of all with xespect to the Treaty relating to the Moon
and the legal regulation of activities in the field of direct +television
proadcasting, on the basis-of the draft convention &ubmitted by the Soviet
Union. The latter touches upon very sensitive areas of States soversignty
and co-operation. We'beiieVe that ho arbiguities should‘be vermitted to
exist hexe any longer, the more so as the original efforts undertaken
within tﬁe Outer Space Committee in order to formulate respective principles
geem to us quite encouraging.

To conclude I should like again, in my capacity as Chalrman of the
Iegal Sdb-Commit%ee, to endorse the recommendations coantained in paragraph Z7
of the report before us (4/9620) relating to the future work of the
Sub -Committee énd the priorities to be accorded the various items on our
agenda. )

My distinguished colleagues around this table will no doubt note that
the tasks facing the Outer Space Committee in the legal field are manifold
and urgent. Yet, we, the members of the Committee and particularly those
of us who are responsible for drafting the international law of ocuter space,
remain confident that we shall also, in the future as well, be able To cope
with those resp.onsibilities in a satisfactory manner.

The last time when I was privileged to introduce the report of the
Tegal Sub-Committee to its pareat body, I attributed the positive oubcome of
our efforts to three main factors:

First, the heightened sense of urgency dictated by the rapid progress
of technological and human advances in the exploration of space, which makes
the search for legal rules ever more fascinating;

Second, the political will of space Powers and non-space Powers alike
to keep outer space free from the eﬁils, so common to the earth, as wars and
military abuse, poliution or hatred;

Third, the spirit of understanding and compromise that happily prevails in.
the Sub-~Committee and the Committee at large combined wifh the juridical and
diplomatic qualities, of the highest standarés, possessed by its members.

Tt is my deep conviction that those decisive factors will make possible
the elaboration of further important instruments, further chapters gf this

Pioneering branch of international law, the law of outer space.
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The CHATRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I thank Ambassador wyznef
: . FROVISIONAL
of Poland, the Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the

AfC,1/PV.198T

Peaceful Uses of @uter Space, for his extremely interesting statement and
25 September 197k

detailed introduction to the draft convention on registration of objects
ENGLISH

launched into outer space. ®n behaif of the First Committee T wish to express

13 our congratulafions to him for tre important work done when he headed that

Sub-Committee, and, finally, my personal gratitude for the cordial words he
) . Twenty-ninth SBession

addressad to ne.

T have no mcre speakers on the list for today. I do not know whether FIRST COMMIITEE

any representative wishes to speak at this time. DNobody has indicated a PROVISIONAL VERBATIM RECORD 6F THE NINETEEN HUNDRED AND

RIGHTY-SEVENTH MEETING

desire to speak so I should like to remind the Committee that in acccrdance

with the approved schedule, to which I intend to adhere scrupilously, the Held at Headquarters, New York,

on Wednesday, 25 September 197k, at 4 p.m.

items on cuter -space must be completely.concluded at the latest within one

week, by Friday the 18th. I urgently appeal, therefore, to delegaticns
. ajirman: Mr. Ortiz de Rozas (Argentina)

which are interested in participating in the general debate to communicate
pporteur: Mr, Costa Lobo (Portugal)

their wish to the Secretariat as soon as possible so that we may schedule
our meetings sufficiently in advance to avoid loss of time. I should also ;
- Statement by the Chairman
like to request that draft resolutions be submitfed to us sufficiently in .
- Election of the Vice-Chairmen

advence so that we may circulate them tc delegations in crder that they may
o . . . . - Election of the Rapporteur
have sufficient time to study them. There is no further business. We =shall

. - Organization of work
meet again on Monday, 1b October, at 10.30 a.m.

The meeting roée at 11.50 a.m.

This record contains the original text of speeches delivered in English and
?terpretations of speeches in the other languages. The final text wlll be
igtrituted as soon as possible.

Cerrections should be submitted to original speeches only. They should be
t in quadruplicate within three working days to the Chief of the O0fficial
ecords Editing Section, Depertment of Conference Services, Room IX-2332, and
corporated in a copy of the record.

AS THIS RECORD WAS DISTRIBUTED ON 26 SEPTEMBER 1974, THE TIME-LIMIT FOR
RRECTIONS WILL BE 1 OCTOBER 197k,

The co-operation of delegations in strictly observing this time-iimit would
greatly appreciated.

T1006/A




