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(Mr. Osman, Egyot)

| our belief in the need to expand and intensify the programme so that
i

i In welcoming the wpresent co-operation between countries concerned it mey Tulfil its important role vis-d-vis the develoning countries.

with spacé experiments and hoping for further co~operation, we and other The continuation of that programme and the fulfilment of its task

developing countries hope that all mankind will benefit from the results is a matter of great concern to us and we call for the expansion of

: of this space research and these experiments. In %his connexion, we its scope and for financial support. Ve are supported in this appeal

cannot see any possibility of or any justification for a conflict of by various other countries, and ve hope that the Commititee on the Peaceful

; interests: at any rate, ve cannot see how such & spirit could prevail Gses of Outer Space will consider all the possibilities, including that

in an interdependent world. of establishing a fund for voluntary contributions to finance the programme

This dis not the place to go into details concerning the benefits in the case of any difficulty in financins it from the United

vhich should be enjoved by all as = result of bridging the present Tations budget.

technological gap betweern the advanced , developed world on the one hand Regarding the work of the Legal.Sub=Commitﬁee throughout last year,

and the developing world on the other. There is no longer any doubt we should iike Tirst of all to express our appreciation of the great

concerning the role that should be played by the application of space efforts made in past years ©o arrive at s compromise which

experiments in the development field, or the desire of develcping would be acceptable to all the pariies concerned on the draft ' ?

countries to benefit from this application in the solution of their

(0 DR

. \ . . . ) |
convention on registration of objects launched into outer space !

development problems and their search for a bebtter standsrd of living While expressing our appreciation of the spirit of co-operation that
for their peoples. nmade that draft possible, we should like to put on record here that

In my country, for example, the authorities and bodies concerned we would have preferred that objects be numbered and marked on a

have been able to achieve significant results in variocus fields by taking compulsory basis, which would be in conformity with the fundamental

advantage of one application of space technology, namely, remote sensing. objective of the draft convention, complementing the earlier Convention

The first step towards enabling developing countries to benefit from on Tnternational Liability for Damage Caused by Space Cbjects and

the application of space experiments and the results of space exploration the Agreement on the Rescue ofAstronauts, Return of Astronaunts and the

is te provide them with a better knowledge of the possibility of so Return of Objects Launched into Outer Spece. We should like to put

benefiting according to their needs and regquirements in the various fields. on record that our understanding of article X of the draft which has

In this respect, I should like to put on record our great appreciation of been arrived at is that all parties would: collaborate in a spirit of

the task undertaken by the United Nations programme on space applications in good faith in reconsidering the marking and numbering of these objects
g hodr

helping developing countries to become acquainted with the pessibility of and would make such a procedure compulsory in the course of a few

benefiting from modern technology in that fieldi Egypt had the honour of vears. e also hope that countries concerned with space experiments
playing host to one of the seminars heid within the framework of that will increase their research work with a view to overcoming the technical

programme ~~ the UN/FAC Regional Seminar on Remote Sensing of Earth Resources obstacles that have given rise to the difficulty concerning cowpulsory

and Environment, held in Cairo from 4 to 13 September 197h. The seminar registration of objects.

was attended by b6 representatives of 25 African and Arab countries iy country's delegation supports the priorities agreed upon concerning

through the Economic Commission for Africa and the Economic the examination and study of other items still before the Legal Sub-Conmittee.

Commission for West Asia. The success of that seminar only increased However, we hope that sufficient time will be allocated for consideration

of a definition of outer space: such a definiticn would be of prirary
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importance, since it would enable us to digtinguish between air space,
which is subject to State sovereignty in accordance with international
law, and outer space, to which conventions and treaties concerning outer
space should be applied.

We should alsc like to express the hope that the spirit of co-operation
which exists among the members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space will continue so that compromise solutions may be arrived
at on the draft treaty on the Moon, the draft principles governing direct
television broadcasting by satellites, and the legal implications of remote
sensing of the earth from space.

T wish also to express the determination of my delegation to do
all it can in the future work of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space, in a spirit of constructive co-operation, in contributing

%0 the discharge of that Committee's responsibilities.

The CHATRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I thank the

representative of Egypt for the words of congratulation which he was

kind enough to address to the officers of the Committee.

Mr. LOPEZ BASSOLS (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish):

Mr., Chairmen, since T do not wish to deprive the head of my delegation of

_the pleasure of extending congratulations to you, I will come at once

to the substance of ocur present discussion.

The first results of the decision of the General Assembly at its
last session to include a new group of States in the Committee con the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space are already clear. The discussion of the
scientific and technical implications of one of the most outstanding
achievements of human knowledge, requires the participation, in the
proper :E‘oI;umﬂ both of those States which can speed up their development
with the aid of space applications and of those which can contribute and

share in a long academic tradition and advanced technological development.

MD/oah AJC.1L/PV.1996
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In the last decade vwe have seen the codification of internaticnal law
regarding outer space which already includes three treaties: the Treaty on
Princinles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of
OQuter Space, including the oon and other Celéstial Bodies; the Agreement on
the Rescue of Astronauts, Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects
launched intc Outer Space: and the Convention on International Iiability for
Damage caused by Space Objects.

. Tor the first time, legal science has pitched its camp before the onslaught of
2 technology, the existence of which it would have been difficult for even

fhe most optimistic to have forecast a century ago. Thus, as a comolement to.

the last instrument I mentioned, the Commitiee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer

éSpace is now submitting for consideration and adoption the draft convention

on registration of objects launched into outer snace. The convention constitubes

- new fragment of the corvus juris of outer snace and is the result of vrolonged

negotiations which go back more than a decade. Our delegation suvvorts the
draft convention and we are most anxious to have it immediately adonted by the
eneral Assembly. .
It is with no intention of detracting from the merit of that document that
e would like to make a comment or two. In the spirit of understanding which
orevailed at the last session of the Legal Sub-Committee, we accerted the final
hraft, including article X, but we did not feil to recognize the advantages
hich would have arisen from a mandatory system of marking. That iz because in
pericd of seven years, the international commmity has given prcof of an evolution
hereby, with political determination, this field of mossible rivalries and mmx
onflicts has been transformed into a sphere of peaceful and Fruitful co-oneration
or the benefit of mankind.
Ve should now like to review other items of the renort of the Committee
d to express our deserved congrstulations to the Chairman of the Committee,
bassador Jankowitsch for his vervy successful work, as well as to the Chairmen
f the Sub~Committees, Ambassador Wyzner and Mr. Carver.
Regrettably the Legal Sub-Committee was not able to comnlete the draft
reaty relating to the Moon, which was the other item of the highest vpriority

Dtrusted by the Committee to that Sub-Committee. As we understand it, the
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primary ourpose of +the treaty is to prevent anv claim to sovereignty over

or ownershino of the natural rescurces of our satellite or of other celestial’
bodies, and we maintain that the Moon and its resources are the cormon heritag
of mankind and that, therefore, all countries must narticinate in the
exploitation 5r those resources and in the benefits to be derived from it, witﬂ
particular attention to the needs of the develoning countries.

In connexion with the drafting of the princinles that are to sovern the us
by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting,
a draft text of five princinles has been =laborated. Tl think that the
Sub~Committee should soneed up its work by eliminating many difficulties. It~
is necessary to work with caution to reconcile the princinle of the soverelgnty
of States and the wrinciple of freedom of information. |

Cn the cuestion of the remote sensing of the earth's resources by satellit
my delesation has alreadyv reneatedly stressed the urgency of setting un an :
apnronriate legal framework. The fact that there is agreement on a series of
governing principles does not exclude, but, on the contrary, encouranes .
transition to a second organizational vhase in which, on the basis of these
principles, States may be able to reach specific agreements. What is needed
is, first, a clear picture of the rights and duties of States which are
passively or actively involved in remote sensing. This is why our delegation
views with favour the draft treaty submitted by the delegations of Arecentina
and Brazil, which already has our support.

lir delesation welcomes with natural interest the possibility of having
a seccnd United llations conference on the peaceful uses of outer srace, e
think that it should provide a rich source of information on advances in the
epplication of smace technology, particularly for the develoning countries,

now when a hi
7@ are approaching the closs of a century of remarkable achisvements

n
by some, which, on the other hand, have resrettably broadensd the technolocical
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mittee since it was established, ond todoy ve renew our willinsness to

co-overate by co-snonsoring the two draft resolutions on the item before us
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¥, PLAJA (Ttaly): Mr. Chairman, I am addressing the Firsy Committes
or the first time at this session and I hope that you will forgive me for
ght infringement of the rules. Indeed, I would not like to miss this
jpportunity to congratulate the Committes on its wise cholce in electing you,
ince T know, particularly because of the personal relations that I have had the
.1easure,of maintaining with you for so many years, how this choice has secured
o the Committee the leadership of a most brilliant, influential and respected
epresentative, which is the best gusrantee of the successful accomplishment
£ our work.

After having listened with great interest to the thought -provoking

considerations of the speakers who have preceded me, I wish to present some

remarks of my delegation on both items 32 and 33 of our asgenda, covered by the

Yomnibus resolution” in front of us and on the draft registration convention,

"which represent the successful result of many hours of painstaking debate in

the Legal Sub-Committee and in the Outer Space Committee itself.

Allow me at this point to join many other colieagues who have complimented

the distinguished Chairman of the Outer Space Committee, Ambassador Jankowitsch,

and the Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee, Ambassador Wyzner, for,their
dedication and untiring efforts towards the achievement of working solutions
for the many vroblems they were confronted witn during this past year. Our
appreciation goes, too, o Mr. Carver of Australia who has conducted with
wisdom and skill the endeavours of the Scientifie and Technical Sub—Coﬁmittee,
and to Ambassador Rydbeck who has been the standard bearer and the moving

force behind the extremely useful work of the Working Group on satellite

broadcasting.
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T wish, incidentally, to take this opportunity Lo express the gratitude
cf my delegation for the kind expressions of praise directed Ttoward our
colleague Mr. Fiorio for his chairmanshin of the Vorking Group on Remote
Sensing of the Barth by Satellites.,

Since Italy is & long-time member of the OQuter Space Committee, I do not wis)
to take up the time of representatives by repeating here the comments made
gt the last session of that Committee on the various pl‘ﬂoble.ms which the Committee
and its subsidiary bodies dealt with 1in +the past year: neitﬁer would T
deem it appropriate at this time to illustrate the initiatives throush vhich
my country has made its contribution to the development of space technology
on the naticonal as well as on the international. level.

Let me only announce wiﬁh gregt pleasure another success of the programmes
conducted by Italv in co--oneration with ofther countries. These joint efforts
have led to the 0rbiting of the British satellite UKS, the launchiné of which
fook place from the Italian equatorial base San Marco -- operated in co»operaﬁion
with the Government of Kenya - by means of an American Scout rocket.

This example of international co-~operation leads e to acknowledze another
great success of international COwbperation ard mood will: +the drafiting of
the convention on registration of objects launched into outer space. The
agreement reached on its text has not been an easy one and, as is normal in
such interﬁational negotiations, it is the result of several compromises which
reflect the spirit of accommodation of many members who sacrificed their original
rositions in order to achieve general consensus. ' '

The draft convention on registration of objects launched into cuber space
represents ancther small step not only towards the completion of the new body
of space laws we have been working fors but also towards a new "Masna Carta” of
global laws and regulations which will fe used and respected in the future for
tiie determination of the conduct of internaticnal relations among the pecple '
of the world. _

e support the draft convention and we firmly ﬁope that the General Assembiy
will adopt it as propesed in the drafit resolution that has been submitted for

that purpcse.

A/C.1/PV.1096
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Coming to the so-called "omnibus resolution”, which has its direct origins
n a recommendation and proposal elaborated by the Cormittee on the Peaceful
ses of Ouber Space and its subsidiary bodies, my delegation, having participgted in
4 having made its contribution to the work of those bodies, has sponsored it
nd theref@re hopes that it will be adopted by the Committee.

Of course I am aware that some of the paragraphs may not command unanimous
wnport, but on the whole T think that the draft reflects rather well vhat 1
h;il define as the “sense of this Cormittee’ and that the differences of
pinions on "some of the points ere not of such a nature as to induce members
o take positions against the draft resolution as a whole.

Fof its vart, the Italian delepation is satisfied with the text which,
t- seens
o be undertaken by the Committee and its subsidiary orssns in the future.

to me, covers the whole range of desirable activities and studies

izy I refer, in particular, to the reguest addressed to sone United Hations

gencies to keep the Outer Space Committee informed on the important subject of the

geostationary orbit.
. . ,
iy delegation in fact has already. on more than one occasion, reminded

w2

+he members of the Cuter Space Committee of the concern with which they should

ponder the question of the international utilization of the geostationary

i i i i to the
orbit: T wish now to reaffirm. the necessity of proceeding as soon as possible

definition of some rules or criteria, to be agreed to internationally, which may
constitute a clear guideline for the ecguitable distribution of locations of
satellites in the synehronous orbit.

] 3 i i i i i ising
This. I believe, will prevent, 1n time, international disputes ar

ard rivalry for positions in space which are not as unlimited as one mayv tend

to think.
{verybedy in this room is well aware of the many Pproblems concerning €CONOMICS,
simply., survival that face every countxry

rit of the

the environment, energy, social affairs and,

‘today. After an unjust attack on technological progress as the culp
%cological problems of the world, the majority of the peovnle have recognized that the
nly hope for a better world to live in lies in the rapid application of
| echnological innovations to serve the needs and requirements of mankind, inclu@ing,

T course, envirdnmental protection.
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.E . valuation of tne scientific, legal, political and social aspects of those %
| In many developed countries this new doctrine is taking a firm hold ubJectS, This, I feel, would particularly be in the interests of the developing g
L and the days of research conducted for the sake of pure imowledge itself are ) ountries for whose problems a more palanced and imaginative solution could pe 5
7 a thing of the past. iore and more advanced technological develovwments are _ etter found through a global and modern approach. §
; oriented towards the alleviation of the ills of our planet. The results are Bearing this in mind, I wish to commend our colleague from India, ?
; already promising and should be even more so in the future. . Vellodi -- well known to all of us for his many years of fruitful Wérk ;
'? Of course advanced technology is the many instances alinost synonymous with arried out in the United Nations Secretariat - for his initiative in devising ' ;
: space technology and it is fitting and prover that the United Mations should deVO_i questionnaire for Member States designed to elicit ideas of States, especially h
? its full attention to the practical uses which can be devised for space ) ne developing ones., about the possible need for assistance and advice in the ;
é technology in the service of all Member States. ge of space technology for the achievement of practical benefits in their ;
g Tn this resnect, remote sensing of the earth from space and direct television espective countries. !
i broadcasting from satellites, especially in the educational fielci9 are promisiﬁg : My delegatlon shares the conviction that the response of Mewber States %
‘g nowerful tools for the betiterment of our lives -~ and here~E speak not only for o the questlonnalru e ané we sincerely hope that a response will be sent '
% the developing countries but for the developed ones as well, For that reason y all Members, small and -large, developing and developed -~ will b% of

ii » my delegation sees with satisfaction that the omnlbus resolution” contains fundamental importance for the United Nations next year in the shaping of a

fé ’ several paragraphs dedicated to the future task of the Outer Space Commlttee in nost efficient and meaningful programme in this field.

Y

» assessing all the implications of such nev technigues, and ia nromotinz them.

1? To those parasrephs my delegation wishes to attach. with your permission,

g Mr. Chairman. a philosophical consideration, namely that in the Puture debate

fq on the complex issues related both to remote sensing and to broadcasting, the Out

i Bpace Committees and its subsidiary bodies should try to minimize the difficultieé

’i created by the unavoidable existence of centuries-old national rules and rather 1

.i- towardsthe creation of new international principles of conduct which would

'? achieve benefits‘for all,

y liith these concepts in mind my delegation wishes to echo some of the

: previous statements made by our collesgues with reference to the usefulness

N of the Working Groups on Direct Broadcast Setellites and on Remote Sensing, which
have enormously facilitated the work of the Legal and of the Scientific and Techn - .

Bub-Committee. In this light, therefore, wmy delegabion regards as a positive
step the adoption of a flexible attitude on the reconvening of those Working
Groups and also the possibTe creatiun of new ones, at any time when the complexit

the problems in front of us requires a more articulate approach for the contempor

‘
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I thank Ambassador Jai
> a3, P

K
W

Chair.

Mr. Neugebauer {German Democratic Republic),

Vice~Chairman, took the

that our present

~ Since the Comveniion on

A/C.1L/PV. 1805
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ir. GICHSRO {enya): wr. Chalwman, it is my pleasant duty to congratulate

4 on your election wisely to guide the deliberations of the First Cormdttes

tn the assistance of tne twe Vice Chairmen, .fr. 5iddiq of Afghanistan and
geucebaver of the German Temocratic Republic, and iir. Costa Lobo of

rtusal as the Repnorteur. Kenya would not normally have taken

vt in the acclawation thal elected Portugal to the Bureau of the First

awittee or, for that aetter, To any other Committee  but we did so in

preciation of
te with great appreciation the confirmation of this new policy by the

the decolonizatsion policy of the new Portuguese Governwent. We

esident of Portugal, His Excellency .iT. Prancisco da Costes Gomessonly

sterday before the sugust wody of the United Nations General Assembly.

Caving said that, I should now like to come %o tie substantive topic

at this stage. It was only two years ago that the General

f our Cowiittee
United ¥ations Environment

; country, wenya. to be the home of the

ssembly CiOsSe T
ogramme sSecretariab. Hence, I need not dwell on the articulation of Kenya's

oncern about outer space as one of the remaining frontiers iun man's quest

or Tully understauding and utilizing his environment. Consequently, Xenya
s sositively interested in space technolory, and particularly in satellite

owrunicabions., veather forecasting and wmarping  and obviously in the
y g mhang v

issedination of hnovledre on space technolory.

Our trivute goes to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quber Space

i and comaendable work., We therefore strongly support the
ouaunts who are in difficulties. This 1s in the none
world of inequalities will finally be based cn international

nierdependence and co- oneration so that any accomplishments by any State
will benefit all huwanity. Keaya is very committed to this realization.

"liability for damages has been finalized,

7e in Lenve consider the question of the return of objects launched into
space to have wmore relevance to Kenya and all States at large. lenya

will therefore be & worty to any rizhtful agresment regarding that question in the

future. As a logleal step in this direction, Xenva supports the United
g i . o3l

Wations in the annlication of space technology and in particular for the

national developuent of each Mewber State. Of course, ienya hopes as a
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HMenbei i 15 ¥ that this w 1 izati by mic . . . . I .
eiber of this world hody.that this would bc for the realization of econculce, formation on the results of space -experiments will be made available to both

social, education 1d culbus 3 ment to bridme t xisting . X . .
? al and cultural development to bridge the existing gap teveloped and developing countries. UNo one will doubt that the present

between tine developins and tie developed world. It is in this hope that : ; ; i
= il P weob hievements are & result of laborious aercnautical experiments. It is true that

Kenya sunnorts the Urited Hations decision to dispateh its experts to . . . . . 191
v = - : SAETEY e benefits of space technology will be varied in the realm of satellite

advise interested develowing or developel countries on such apprlication and,

mmunications, television broadecasting, weather forecasting, navigation surveys

for that natter, strongly recommends that each country should give utwost . .
’ 57 y - natural resources and also the remote sensing of the earth. Hence, 1t goses

consideration to Bj by contributi sitiv to 1 rar i - . . . . .
deration to the sudbject by con uting positively to the various thout saying that both developed and developing countries have & steke in this ,

seminars ocnd wmestings that will in future be convened under the auspices of .
! N - ) P ry important endeavour that should transform our planet.

the United Hotions.

With the above preliminary conclusion I should like to put on record again that

There 1s no reasonable doubt that if svace tecinology is properl} -
= ' o Pror 7 nya supports the spirit of the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return

transferred o the national develorments of wember cowntries it will help all o .

N L ’ L Astronauts ., and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space. Member
of thewn. This is vhy we believe that this newv snace venture should bridse . . . . .
7 - = legations will agree with me that the concern of most of us, representing both

the industrial gep vetween tie Ceveloped and developing countries. As a . . . .
Rl - - clear and non-nuclear States, is the damage which comprises loss of life, personal
result .

-

Kenva would vwish to appeal for the immediate implementation . .
Y e pRes; ? jury or other important aspects of health, damage to property of States or persons, S E

of resolution 3152 (LXVIII) on Internatio Co -operation on the Peaceful Uses : . . , .
t resolution 3152 ( ) on Taternational Operation on the Teateid tural or juridical, that fall on sovereign States or international

Fy

of Quter Svpace. It is therefore our hope that all Meier States will

tergovernmental organizations. We call upon the nuclear countries that are

-operate clo in this field, . . . . .
co-opera losely in thls field, ading in the field to safeguard us regarding these problems. 3o far, it appears i

Outer space has for long fascinated mankind. I should not like %o . ' , . . . . . . i
- : y us that this crucial peoint has been overlooked, mainly because 1f there is any i

exsound on vhat has alrecdy been vroperly delved into by representatives to . . . i
- ” - =T v 7 - amage -~ and for that matter, I should like to refer to article IV of the t

this Comaittee. However, I shouid lilke to observe that the Treaty on ; . . s yas sy s
’ ? 7 mvention on International Lisbility for Damage Caused by Space Objects -- it is

Princinles Governing the Activities of States . in the lxnloration and Use of : o , .
N early stated that "If the damage has been caused to the third State on the surface

Outer Shace. includins the iioon and Cther Celestial Bodies . has not up to ) . . . e e .
the earth or to aireraft in flight, their 1liability to the third State shall be

solute®™. (A/Res/2777 (XXVI) p. 25) ' ' ﬂ

.

this tiwe been sizned by all countries. Hotvithstandine this, Keaya stirongly

oajects to the use of weapons 1a what amounts to mass destruction of ouber . . .
I should like to come to the end of my brief statement by placing on record the

space, e therefore without any reservations recuest that all leuber States

. ] act that Kenya is greatly interested in the use of satellites for long-distance
inforin the Secretary General, as well as the international community at ) .

|
) ) ommuni cgtions. We are, therefore, fully committed to continue our participation l‘
larze of the conduct and locations and also the results of their respective
|

the International Telecommunications and Sstellite Comsortium which is intended

activities in outer space. This should be in the spirit of international . . . i .
h gy provide satellite communication with global coverage. As an outcome of the !

co-ouveration in the emploration of outer space and the use of the results .

- = _ t African Community Authority held in Kempala in 1967, it was decided by our !
derived from the exnloration for the benefit of 21l mankind both at present . )
‘ ee Eagst African States of Tanzania, Uganda ané Kenya, that the earth station’ |
and in the future. : ‘ . -
1ould be established on Mount Longonot in the Rift Valley part of Kenya. T am 3

fenye aduwirss an exploratioans into outer space as long as the end result is . . . . . .
- ] : Py to confirm that this station, which started operating in 1970, continues to
designed to benefit the international commmity. e therefore hops that all L . ) ) . : ;

‘ 50 and it is hoped that in future, with increased facilities, more cowmtries will il

efit from this centre.
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It is our hope that spacecrafis similar to applications technology satelli

over the Pacific and Altantic Oceans will Tinally be available in our part of

the continent for collecting and transmitting the much needed information on

the world we iive in, as well as the neighbouring ocuter space.
In the space venture, it is our pleasure to put it on record that our
comtinuing co-operation with Italy in the San Marco Project over the Indian

Ocean has been very rewarding. We welcome other countries giving a helping

hand ip more extensive co--operation in umndersvanding and interpreting outer
space. In order to achieve that, we call upon the leading countries
in the field of outer space not to set up any geostationary operational

environment satellites that will interfere with any of the existing regional
studies.

.

We need co-operation,and desire no rivalry,.in this field, That is why
T should like to conclude Kenya's contribucion on this subject by cbsexrving
that we very much appreciated the concern with the use of natural resources
on the Moon in Argentina’s draft agreement, and we similarly appreciate the
attitude of both Canada and France with regard to the draft convention on the

registration of cbjects launched into outer space. We appreciate all concerted:

action in this undertaking,and we shall offer our unreserved assistance to all
countries.

The CHATRMAN: I wish especially to thank the representative of

the kind words he addressed toc the officers of the Committee.

Mr. BAYANDOR (Iran): Mr. Chairman, allow me at the very start of this
statement to extend o the Chairman of the First Committee, on behalf of my

delegation our varmest congratulations upon his election +to that office,

1d=nt that under his wise and constructive leadership a fruitful

Wz are cont

P

cutceme will attend our proceedings in the coming weeks.

sy Gelegation also wishes to congratulate you, Sir, and

Mr., Mir Abdul Wahab Siddig, on your elections as Vice-—Chairmen of the Committee,

as well as Mr, Antonic de Costa Lobo on his electicn as Rapporteur.
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’

As we review the developments in the field of outer s?afe exylorét%f%
11,; this past year, we are once again aware of the significant %cﬁlz%u;:s
ok ;ave highlighted man's attempt to push back ever further the z;ézi;zments
‘pis knowledge in this field., We have been impressed by the acc p‘ .

k ;nly of the two major space PoOwers, the United States and the Sov?e
jon, but also by memorable strides taken in this Tield by some other

1,

tries as well. -
unbzi wy own country, on & modest scale, the Government has, SINCE 1969,
kel éffective measures towards the practical’application of SpaCé technology
; its development projects in the areas of communication, edu?atlonf .
feorolog‘9 geophysics and garth resources. Ve haVé sketched 12 e{azzza
tail a description of Iran's setivities in these Tields as par 01.
sormation which we gave to the Secretariat, which is to be found %n
ao;un;nt A/AC.LO5/123/A44.5. Conseguently, I shall refrain Trom taking up

- l
0 -

Q1 L1lng W & ngve se b

he C nit[}ee S tl“le bJ reca l)U..]..L» t 1Y) 13V a aowWn (o)) 81, ona

Nevertheless, I wish to state here once again that my country view§
ith great sztisfaction the advances made in the developme?t o? spéce sc1énic?
nd“is fully convinced of the need For its ever wider ap?llcatzon in solving
ome of the multifarious problems that confront us on this plan?t. .
Pepmit me now to address myself To some of the items oontalzez)ln IJ
epors of the Commitiee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space EA/Q 2 ; {;iee
e;@gatiom wishes to express its gratitude to the Chairman of the Comml - 5
N ‘ T
wibassador Jankowitsch of Austria  as well as to the Bureau and memb?_? ;
varicus subsidiary bodies, for the good work they were able to accomgils
and the great effort they exerted to limit areas of disagreement o? :_ias -
more intractable issues. As a member of the Committee, my delegation i
. | feast 1
the privilege of working with them and other members of the Committes in
hat worthwhile endeavour. |
- ;le;:hof one mind with those who believe that the unanlmous ap?ro?al
given in the Committee to the draft convention on registratlonn?onitlzuZizor
a significant contribution to tas existing body of law 1ndf§e ;%eiipoand @
soace. The task of elaboration of the convention involved hard wWors
bargain

_D— e5en i: ;e ., t S chere ore oY s ere ope %.hat. t]:le d.I a.f tv conven L10mn
nc h 1
b3 h 3

2 he O come - t e bO— 3 t Of WiEL cCo Ve b en acniey Ed ab t--e
_n: s e il s 1L

will receive the approval of the General Asserbliy.
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{Mr. Bayandor, Tran)

Agalnst the backgrouni of the success Just cited, it is rather dlsappolnta
to note that it has not been possible to reconcile the outstanding differences
of opinion.that are still proving to be the major stumbling blocks in the way
of achieving further progress on the treaty relating to the Moon.

As we all know, no agreement has been reached on some of the major

issues, particularly with respect to the status of the natural resources

of the Loon.

My delegation's views on the subject of the legal status of the natursl
resources of the Moon are well known and hence I need not expound them here:
at lengbth. Suffice it to say that we have on previous occa81ons supported the
view expressed by those who would consider such natural resources to be part
of the common heritage of mankind.

My Government still holds the view that & good basis for arriving at a
settlement of this issue is to be found in the formula which emerged from the
deliberations of the so--called mini. group during the 1973 session of the Legal
Sub--Committee. That formule was & package compromise on a cluster of 1ssues
related to the exploitation of the natural resources of the Moon. In spite of
the impasse vhich later emerged and some of the new suggestions for dodging the
central issue of natural resources,; my delegation feels that any realistic
attempt to conclude a lMoon treaty must turn its focuslonce agalin %o that
formula.

On the subject of direct broadeast satellites, we perceive that divergent
views on  yarious issues, particularly on questions related to participation,
prior consent and the technical problem of spill-over, still prevent the
finalizing of agreed principles in this field.

Judging from the record, we find that durlnv the debate in the Working
Group on Direct RBroadcast Satellites, as well as in the Legal Sub-Committee,
the main points of contention seem to proceed from the difference of opinion
between those who would champion the cause of freedom of information on the
one hand, and the proponents of the principle of absolute State sovereignty,
on the other.

In cur view, there need be no such rigid dichotomy regarding these two

prineiplies,which are both of such vital importance for the orderly and civilized

Tunctioning of the international system. A conscious and concerted effort to find

a conciliatory and balanced approach should in our opinion ensure that the

solution of this problem will not elude the international community much longer.
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(Mr. Bayandor, Iran)

Consequently, cne of the more urgent tasks facing this Committee is
to seize the initiative and provide suitable momentum in evolving equitable
international principles that will govern the application of remote sensing
technology in various fields. In our world of finite dimensions and shrinking
resources , the importance of harnessing the uses of remote sensing technology
to ease the burdens of the developing nations becomes vividly apparent. In the
foreseeable fubture at least, the developing nations of the world will have to 1o
to the industrialized countries which possess such advanced technology to help
them realize the benefits in this area.

Taken together, the above aspects demonstrate the need for an equal emphasi
on legal and orgeanizational approaches to the guestion. Such a corbined approac
while safeguarding the national sovereignties of the States concerned, will, how
not deter or delay efforts towards a more successful application and exploitatio
of this type of technology.

¥y country, for its part, has been involved in co~operative projects with +
United States National Aeronautic and Space Agency, through which a full survey
Iran's natural resources has been conducted. An illustrative report of such a sur
complled by the Plan and Budget Organization of Iran, was recently placed at the
disposal of the Outer Space Division of the United Nations Secretarist under the
title "Evaluation of the Ubility of ERTS-1 Date for Mapping and Teveloping the
Hatural Resources of Iran.

In spite of the excellent and dedicated efforts last vear on the pért of
rembers of the Working Group on Remote Sensing of the Barth by Satellites, we .
realize that s great deal more needs to be done to bridge the gap that now separg
us from the final realization of our goals. And since the Working Group on Remot
Sensing is not scheduled to meet in 1975, it means that efforts will have to be
redoubled in the Scientific and Technical Sub--Committee to bring to final
consummation the Very useful work that has already been accomplished.

While we await these pogitive developments with = sense of hopeful anticipat
we feel confident that, in the meantime, the proposed studies to be undertaken by
the Becretary-leneral, as set out in paragraph 30 of the Outer Space Committee's

report (A/9620), will greatly facilitate future progress in this area.

AfC.1/PV,1996
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(Mr. Bayandor, Iran)

While still on this subject, I should like to note with interest the joint
pitiative of the delegations of Argentina and Brazil in submitiing & draft“
Treaty on Remote Sensing of Natural Resources by means of Space Te?hn?logy”
A/C.1/108T). Ve hope that this document, together with obher initiatives
hich might be forthcoming in this area, can provide guidelines towards a
onstructive approach to the problem. |
: Turning to the United Nations Programme on Space Applications, my delegation
akes pleasure in commending the excellent work done by Mr. Murthy, the United
ations Sxpert in charge of space epplications. In view of the significance of
ﬁe work being done in this area, we believe that the United Vations space

. . . ) . nat i
pplications programme should receive greater financial support in order that it

yﬂght be more effective.

\Jith respect to the sugegestion contained in paragraph Ll of the repert (A/9620}
or the convening of a United Fations conference to commemorate the twentieth
énniversary of space activities, my Government sees no difficulty in supporting
his idea in principle. Such an event could, if appropriately structured, becoms
.ﬁstrumental in charting the proper course for the further channeling of assistance
p this field to the developing nations.

However, we share the view that such a conference should not Dbe held on the

.evel of another academic exercise. It must be action oriented and must endeavour

o provide practical answers to concrete problems rather than being made the forum
:er%Ly for the review of existing problems in this area. The Irvanian Government
.4Iﬁ soon communicate its detailed views on the subject of this conference,

in response to the Secretary-General's letter of 3 August 19Tk,

| As & co-sponsor of the two draft resolutions now before this Committee
(4/C.1/1.678 a;d A/C.1/L.6T9), allow me to conclude my remarks by expressing

the hope that they will command the wnanimous support of the membership of this

Orpanization.

The CHAIRMAN: I thank the .representative of Iran for his congratulations

the officers of the Committee,
We have thus concluded the list of speskers for this morning's meetlng.

§0Wever, Ambassador Yango of the Philippines has asked to speak in order to

oke some comments on one of the draft resolutions, and I call on him now.
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Mr. YANGO {Philippires): I have asked to speak in order o
make a suggestion for the consideration of the co-sponsors of the
draft resclution in document A/C.1/L.678.

In the light of the general debate we have had so far, my delegation
wishes to suggest the inclusion of another operative paragraph in the
draft resolution. Tt would be inserted immediately after operative
paragraph 27 and would read as follows:

"28. Reiterates its request to the World Meteorological

Organization to pursue actively the implementation of its

tropical cyclone project, continuing and intensifying its

other related action programmes, including the World Weather

Watch and, especially, the efforts being undertaken towards

obtaining basic meteorological data and discovering ways and

means to mitigate the harmful effects of tropical storms and to

remove or minimize their destructive potential, and locks forward

to its report thereon in accordance with General Assembly

resolutions 291k (XXVII) and 3182 (XXVIII)™.

The other paragraphs of the draft resolution would of course have to be
remumbered asccordingly.

The formulation I have suggested is based entirely on the wording
of the similar dperative paragraphs in resolutions 291h (XXVII) ang
3182 (XXVIII). '

As I said in my statement yesterday, this matter is of the utmost --
indeed of vital _. concern to my country. Only this morning I learned
that as I was speaking to this Committee yesterday Typhoon Terring, the
sixteenth typhoon of the season in our area, was creating havoc in the
Philippines with its high winds and strong rainfall. Young crops replanted
after the devastation of the typhoon that hit the Philippines last August
were amain destroyed.

Because of those events, my delegation is urgently impelled to

submit for the consideration of the co-sponsors its suggestion for the

addition of the foregoing operative paragraph to the draft resolution
in document A/C.1/L.678.

73 A/C.1/PV.1996
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Mr. CHRISTTANTI (Ausiria): Since we have only just heard the

ggestion of the representative of the Philippines, we have not, of course,
en able to consult the other sponsors of the draft resolution as yet.
nce, L am speaking now only on hehalf of the Austrian delegation. -
gince this matter is of great importance to the Philippines delegation
d since the proposed language is similar to that used in last yeaf's
regolution, I am very glad to support the suggestion for the insertion
the additional paragraph read out by the representative of the
hilippines.
As T have already said, I cannot speak for the other sponsors of
he draft resolution. Wevertheless, I hope -- indeed I trust -- that

his suggestion will cause them no difficulties.

The CHATRMAN: I am sure that the suggestion made by the

epresentative of the Philippines will be taken into account by the

ommittee during the further discussion of the draft resolutions before us.

The meeting rose at 12.35 p.&m.
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