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Noting the in-depth negotiations undertaken in the
Conference on Disarmament and its Ad Hoc Commit-
tee on Effective International Arrangements to Assure
Non-Nuclear-Weapon States against the Use or Threat
of Use of Nuclear Weapons, with a view to reaching
agreement on this item,

Taking note of the proposals submitted under that
item in the Conference on Disarmament, including the
drafts of an international convention,

Taking note also of the final document on interna-
tional security and disarmament adopted by the Ninth
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-
Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 Sep-
tember 1989,7 as well as the relevant recommendations
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference reiter-
ated in the Final Communiqué of the Nineteenth Is-
lamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, held at Cairo
from 31 July to 5 August 1990, calling upon the Con-
ference on Disarmament to reach an urgent agreement
on an international convention to assure non-nuclear-
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nu-
clear weapons,

Taking note further of the unilateral declarations on
the security of non-nuclear-weapon States against the
use or threat of use of nuclear weapons made by all nu-
clear-weapon States,

Noting the support expressed in the Conference on
Disarmament and in the General Assembly for the
elaboration of an international convention to assure
non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of
use of nuclear weapons, as well as the difficulties
pointed out in evolving a common approach acceptable
to all,

Noting also the greater willingness to overcome the
difficulties encountered in previous years,

Recalling its relevant resolutions adopted in previous
years,

Desirous of promoting the implementation of its res-
olutions 44/110 and 44/111 of 15 December 1989,

1. Reaffirms the urgent need to reach an early
agreement on effective international arrangements to
assure non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or
threat of use of nuclear weapons;

2. Notes with satisfaction that in the Conference on
Disarmament there is no objection, in principle, to the
idea of an international convention to assure non-nu-
clear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons, although the difficulties as regards
evolving a common approach acceptable to all have also
been pointed out;

3. Appeals to all States, especially the nuclear-
weapon States, to demonstrate the political will and
flexibility necessary to reach agreement on a common
approach and, in particular, on a common formula that
could be included in an international instrument of a
legally binding character;

4. Recommends that further intensive efforts should
be devoted to the search for such a common approach
or common formula and that the various alternative ap-
proaches, including, in particular, those considered in
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the Conference on Disarmament, should be further ex-
plored in order to overcome the difficulties;

5. Recommends also that the Conference on Disar-
mament should actively continue intensive negotiations
with a view to reaching early agreement and concluding
effective international arrangements to assure non-nu-
clear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons, taking into account the widespread
support for the conclusion of an international conven-
tion and giving consideration to any other proposals de-
signed to secure the same objective;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-sixth session the item entitled “Conclusion of ef-
fective international arrangements to assure non-nu-
clear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons”

54th plenary meeting
4 December 1990

45/55. Prevention of an arms race in outer space

A

PREVENTION OF AN ARMS RACE IN OUTER SPACE
The General Assembly,

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in
the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful pur-
poses,

Reaffirming the will of all States that the exploration
and use of outer space, including the Moon and other
celestial bodies, shall be for peaceful purposes, shall be
carried out for the benefit and in the interest of all
countries, irrespective of their degree of economic or
scientific development, and shall be the province of all
mankind,

Reaffirming also provisions of articles 1II and IV of
the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, in-
cluding the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies,?

Recalling the obligation of all States to observe the
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations regard-
ing the use or threat of use of force in their interna-
tional relations, including in their space activities,

Reaffirming further paragraph 80 of the Final Docu-
ment of the Tenth Special Session of the General As-
sembly, in which it is stated that in order to prevent
an arms race in outer space further measures should be
taken and appropriate international negotiations held
in accordance with the spirit of the Treaty,

Recalling its previous resolutions on this issue and the
Declaration adopted by the Ninth Conference of Heads
of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries,
held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989,” and tak-
ing note of the proposals submitted to the General As-
sembly at its tenth special session and at its regular ses-
sions, and of the recommendations made to the
competent organs of the United Nations and to the
Conference on Disarmament,

Recognizing the grave danger for international peace
and security of an arms race in outer space and of de-
velopments contributing to it,
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Emphasizing the paramount importance of strict
compliance with existing arms limitation and disar-
mament agreements relevant to outer space, including
bilateral agreements, and with the existing legal régime
concerning the use of outer space,

Noting that bilateral negotiations between the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of
America have continued since 1985 with the declared
objective of working out cffective agreements aimed,
inter alia, at preventing an arms race in outer space,

Welcoming the re-establishment of the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer
Space at the 1990 session of the Conference on Disar-
mament, in the exercise of the negotiating responsibil-
ities of this sole multilateral negotiating body on disar-
mament, to continue to examine and identify, through
substantive and general consideration, issues relevant
to the prevention of an arms race in outer space,

Noting also that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Pre-
vention of an Arms Race in Outer Space, taking into
account its previous efforts since its establishment in
1985, continued the examination and identification of
various issues, existing agreements and existing propos-
als, as well as future initiatives relevant to the preven-
tion of an arms race in outer space,” and that this con-
tributed to a better understanding of a number of
problems and to a clearer perception of the various po-
sitions,

Emphasizing the mutually complementary nature of
bilateral and muitilateral efforts in the field of prevent-
ing an arms race in outer space, and hoping that con-
crete results will emerge from these efforts as soon as
possible,

Convinced that further measures should be examined
in the search for effective and verifiable bilateral and
multilateral agreements in order to prevent an arms
race in outer space,

1. Reaffirs the importance and urgency of pre-
venting an arms race in outer space and the readiness
of all States to contribute to that common objective, in
conformity with the provisions of the Treaty on Princi-
ples Governing the Activities of States in the Explora-
tion and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and
Other Celestial Bodies;

2. Recognizes, as stated in the report of the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in
Outer Space, that the legal régime applicable to outer
space by itself does not guarantee the prevention of an
arms race in outer space, that this legal régime plays a
significant role in the prevention of an arms race in that
environment, the need to consolidate and reinforce that
régime and enhance its effectiveness, and the import-
ance of the strict compliance with existing agreements,
both bilateral and multilateral;*

3. Emphasizes the necessity of further measures
with appropriate and effective provisions for verifica-
tion to prevent an arms race in outer space;

4. Calls upon all States, in particular those with
major space capabilities, to contribute actively to the
objective of the peaceful use of outer space and of the
prevention of an arms race in outer space and to refrain
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from actions contrary to that objective and to the rcle-
vant existing trcaties in the interest of maintaining in-
ternational peace and security and promoting interna-
tional co-operation;

5. Reiterates that the Conference on Disarmament,
as the single multilateral disarmament negotiating
forum, has the primary role in the negotiation of a mul-
tilateral agreement or agreements, as appropriate, on
the prevention of an arms race in outer space in all its
aspects;

6. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to
consider as a matter of priority the question of prevent-
ing an arms race in outer space;

7. Aiso requests the Conference on Disarmament to
intensify its consideration of the question of the preven-
tion of an arms race in outer space in all its aspects,
building upon areas of convergence and taking into ac-
count relevant proposals and initiatives, including those
presented in the Ad Hoc Committee at the 1990 session
of the Conference and at the forty-fifth scssion of the
General Assembly;

8. Recognizes, in this regard, the relevance of con-
sidering measures on confidence-building and greater
transparency and openness in space as stated in the re-
port of the Ad Hoc Committee;

9. Further requests the Conference on Disarmament
to re-establish an ad hoc committee with an adequatc
mandate at the beginning of its 1991 session and to con-
tinue building upon areas of convergence with a view to
undertaking negotiations for the conclusion of an
agreement or agreements, as appropriate, to prevent an
arms race in outer space in all its aspects;

10. Urges the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
and the United States of America to pursue intensively
their bilateral negotiations in a constructive spirit with
a view to reaching early agreement for preventing an
arms race in outer space, and to advise the Conference
on Disarmament periodically of the progress of their bi-
lateral sessions so as to facilitate its work;

11.  Decides 1o include in the provisional agenda of
its forty-sixth session the item entitled “Prevention of
an arms race in outer spacc”.

54th plenary meeting
4 December 1990

B

CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES IN CUTER SPACE
The General Assembly,

Conscious of the importance and urgency of prevent-
ing an arms race in outer space,

Recalling that, in accordance with the Treaty on Prin-
ciples Governing the Activities of States in the Explo-
ration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and
Other Celestial Bodies,” the exploration and use of
outer space, including the Moon and other celestial
bodies, shall be carried out for the benefit and in the
interest of all countries, irrespective of their degree of
economic or scientific development, and shall be the
province of all mankind,

Aware of the fact that more and more States are tak-
ing an active interest in outer space or participating in
important space programmes for the exploration and
exploitation of that environment,
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Recognizing, in this context, the relevancy space has
gained as an important factor for the socio-economic
development of many States, in addition to its undeni-
able role in security issues,

Emphasizing that the growing use of outer space has
increased the need for more transparency as well as
confidence-building measures,

Recalling that the international community has unan-
imously recognized the importance and usefulness of
confidence-building measures, which can significantly
contribute to the promotion of peace and security and
disarmament, in particular through General Assembly
resolutions 43/78 H of 7 December 1988 and 44/116 U
of 15 December 1989,

Noting the important work being carried out by the
Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race
in Outer Space of the Conference on Disarmament,
which contributes to identifying potential areas of con-
fidence-building measures,

Aware of the existence of a number of different pro-
posals and initiatives addressing this subject, which at-
tests to a growing convergence of views,

1. Reaffirms the importance of confidence-building
measures as means conducive to ensuring the attain-
ment of the objective of the prevention of an arms race
in outer space;

2. Recognizes their applicability in the space envi-
ronment under specific criteria yet to be defined;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to carry out, with
the assistance of government experts, a study on the
specific aspects related to the application of different
confidence-building measures in outer space, including
the different technologies available, possibilities for de-
fining appropriate mechanisms of international co-op-
eration in specific areas of interest and so on, and to
report thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-
eighth session.

54th plenary meeting
4 December 1990

45/56. Implementation of the Declaration on the De-

nuclearization of Africa
A

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION
The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Denucleariza-
tion of Africa®® adopted by the Assembly of Heads of
State and Government of the Organization of African
Unity at its first ordinary session, held at Cairo from 17
to 21 July 1964, in which they solemnly declare their
readiness to undertake, through an international agree-
ment to be concluded under United Nations auspices,
not to manufacture or acquire control of atomic weap-
ons,

Recalling its resolution 1652 (XVI) of 24 November
1961, its earliest on the subject, as well as its resolutions
2033 (XX) of 3 December 1965, 31/69 of 10 December
1976, 32/81 of 12 December 1977, 33/63 of 14 Decem-
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ber 1978, 34/76 A of 11 December 1979, 35/146 B of 12
December 1980, 36/86 B of 9 December 1981, 37/74 A
of 9 December 1982, 38/181 A of 20 December 1983,
39/61 A of 12 December 1984, 40/89 A of 12 December
1985, 41/55 A of 3 December 1986, 42/34 A of 30 No-
vember 1987, 43/71 A of 7 December 1988 and 44/113
A of 15 December 1989, in which it called upon all
States to consider and respect the continent of Africa
and its surrounding arcas as a nuclear-weapon-free
zone,

Recalling also that in its resolution 33/63 it vigorously
condemned any overt or covert attempt by South Africa
to introduce nuclear weapons into the continent of Af-
rica and demanded that South Africa refrain forthwith
from conducting any nuclear explosion in the continent
or elsewhere,

Bearing in mind also the provisions of resolution
CM/Res. 1101(XLVI)/Rev.1% on the denuclearization
of Africa adopted by the Council of Ministers of the
Organization of African Unity at its forty-sixth ordinary
session, held at Addis Ababa from 20 to 25 July 1987,

Having taken note of the report of the United Nations
Institute for Disarmament Research entitled “South
Africa’s nuclear capability”,?” undertaken in co-opera-
tion with the Department for Disarmament Affairs of
the Secretariat and in consultation with the Organiza-
tion of African Unity, as well as of the report of the
Disarmament Commission,?®

Noting the actions taken by those Governments
which have taken measures to restrict co-operation with
South Africa in nuclear and other fields,

Noting with satisfaction that the Disarmament Com-
mission at its 1990 substantive scssion concluded its de-
liberations and adopted by consensus the recommenda-
tions on the question of South Africa’s nuclear
capability,?

Recognizing the threat that South Africa’s nuclear ca-
pability constitutes to international peace and security
and, in particular, to the realization of the objective of
the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa,

1. Strongly renews its call upon all States to consider
and respect the continent of Africa and its surrounding
areas as a nuclear-weapon-frece zone;

2. Reaffirms that the implementation of the Decla-
ration on the Denuclearization of Africa adopted by the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Or-
ganization of African Unity would be an important
measure to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weap-
ons and to promote international peace and sccurity;

3. Expresses once again its grave alarm at South
Africa’s possession and continued development of nu-
clear-weapon capability;

4. Condemns South Africa’s continued pursuit of a
nuclear capability and all forms of nuclear collabora-
tion by any State, corporation, institution or individual
with the racist régime that enable it to frustrate the ob-
jective of the Declaration on the Denuclearization of
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