United Nations A REs/ee/71

2R\

istr.. General
\\/{\A 4)} General Assembly 12 Sanany 3012
=N~

Sixty-sixth session
Agenda item 51

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly

[on the report of the Special Political and Decokation Committee
(Fourth Committee) (A/66/42b)

66/71. International cooperation in the peaceful uses
of outer space

The General Assembly

Recallingits resolutions 51/122 of 13 December 1996, 5466% December
1999, 59/2 of 20 October 2004, 61/110 and 61/1114December 2006, 62/101 of
17 December 2007, 62/217 of 22 December 2007, 66f970 December 2010 and
65/271 of 7 April 2011,

Recognizingthe extraordinary achievements made over the pfigtyears in
human space flight and space exploration for padcefirposes, and recalling the
unique platform at the global level for internatédrcooperation in space activities
represented by the Committee on the Peaceful Us@aiter Space,

Deeply convincedof the common interest of mankind in promoting and
expanding the exploration and use of outer spasetha province of all mankind,
for peaceful purposes and in continuing effortsetdend to all States the benefits
derived therefrom, and also of the importance délinational cooperation in this
field, for which the United Nations should continteeprovide a focal point,

Reaffirmingthe importance of international cooperation in eleping the rule
of law, including the relevant norms of space lawdatheir important role in
international cooperation for the exploration ansk wf outer space for peaceful
purposes, and of the widest possible adherencetésriational treaties that promote
the peaceful uses of outer space in order to meeérging new challenges,
especially for developing countries,

Seriously concernedbout the possibility of an arms race in outercgpand
bearing in mind the importance of article IV of tlieeaty on Principles Governing
the Activities of States in the Exploration and UskeOuter Space, including the
Moon and Other Celestial Bodie@uter Space Treaty),

Recognizingthat all States, in particular those with majoasg capabilities,
should contribute actively to the goal of prevegtian arms race in outer space as

! United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 610, No. 8843.
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an essential condition for the promotion and stteeging of international
cooperation in the exploration and use of outercepgfar peaceful purposes,

Recognizing alsohat space debris is an issue of concern to dlbns,

Noting the progress achieved in the further developméenpeaceful space
exploration and applications as well as in varimational and cooperative space
projects, which contributes to international cogiem, and the importance of further
developing the legal framework to strengthen in&ional cooperation in this field,

Convinced of the need to promote the use of space technoltmyyards
implementing the United Nations Millennium Decldoat,?

Seriously concernedbout the devastating impact of disasters,

Desirousof enhancing international coordination and coapien at the global
level in disaster management and emergency respibimsagh greater access to and
use of space-based services for all countries awedithting capacity-building and
institutional strengthening for disaster management particular in developing
countries,

Deeply convincedthat the use of space science and technology aed t
applications in areas such as telehealth, tele-&dlutr, disaster management,
environmental protection and other Earth observatapplications contribute to
achieving the objectives of the global conferenadsthe United Nations that
address various aspects of economic, social andir@lildevelopment, particularly
poverty eradication,

Taking notein that regard, of the fact that the 2005 Worldh8nit recognized
the important role that science and technology playpromoting sustainable
developmentf,

Having consideredhe report of the Committee on the Peaceful Ude@uwter
Space on the work of its fifty-fourth session,

1. Endorsesthe report of the Committee on the Peaceful Usk®Ouoter
Space on the work of its fifty-fourth session;

2. Agreesthat the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Oupacs, at its
fifty-fifth session, should consider the substastiitems recommended by the
Committee at its fifty-fourth sessiohtaking into account the concerns of all
countries, in particular those of developing coigdr

3. Notes that, at its fiftieth session, the Legal Subconmedt of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space moed its work’ as mandated
by the General Assembly in its resolution 65/97;

4. Agreesthat the Legal Subcommittee, at its fifty-firstsseon, should
consider the substantive items and reconvene th&ing groups recommended by

2 See resolution 55/2.

® The term “disasters” refers to natural or techgilal disasters.

4 See resolution 60/1, para. 60.

® Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixtyhsbession, Supplement No.(2066/20).
® Ibid., para. 304.

" Ibid., chap. I1.D; and A/AC.105/990.
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the Committeé,taking into account the concerns of all countriesparticular those
of developing countries;

5. UrgesStates that have not yet become parties to thegnational treaties
governing the uses of outer spate give consideration to ratifying or acceding to
those treaties in accordance with their domestwg las well as incorporating them
in their national legislation;

6. Notes that, at its forty-eighth session, the Scientifimd Technical
Subcommittee of the Committee on the Peaceful Wdeluter Space continued its
work,*® as mandated by the General Assembly in its regmiu85/97;

7. Agreesthat the Scientific and Technical Subcommitteeitatforty-ninth
session, should consider the substantive itemsraodnvene the working groups
recommended by the Committ&etaking into account the concerns of all countries,
in particular those of developing countries;

8. Notes with appreciatiomnhat some States are already implementing space
debris mitigation measures on a voluntary basisgubh national mechanisms and
consistent with the Space Debris Mitigation Guidek of the Inter-Agency Space
Debris Coordination Committee and with the SpacdrxeMitigation Guidelines of
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spaeedorsed by the General
Assembly in its resolution 62/217;

9. Invitesother States to implement, through relevant naionechanisms,
the Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines of the Comted on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Spacé?

10. Considersthat it is essential that States pay more att@ntoothe problem
of collisions of space objects, including those hwituclear power sources, with
space debris, and other aspects of space deblis,feathe continuation of national
research on this question, for the development oproved technology for the
monitoring of space debris and for the compilatiamd dissemination of data on
space debris, also considers that, to the extessipte, information thereon should
be provided to the Scientific and Technical Subcadttes, and agrees that
international cooperation is needed to expand appate and affordable strategies
to minimize the impact of space debris on futuracpmissions;

11. Urges all States, in particular those with major spa@pabilities, to
contribute actively to the goal of preventing amarrace in outer space as an
essential condition for the promotion of internaihd cooperation in the exploration
and use of outer space for peaceful purposes;

8 see Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixtthsi®ession, Supplement No. PA/66/20),
paras. 215-218.

® Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities dfa®s in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,
including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (lbhifdations, Treaty Seriesvol. 610, No. 8843);
Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Retufstoonauts and the Return of Objects Launcheal int
Outer Space (United NationEreaty Seriesvol. 672, No. 9574); Convention on Internatiohelbility for
Damage Caused by Space Objects (United Natibregty Seriesvol. 961, No. 13810); Convention on
Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Spas@téd NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1023, No. 15020);
and Agreement Governing the Activities of Statestib@ Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (United
Nations,Treaty Seriesvol. 1363, No. 23002).

10 Official Records of the General Assembly, SixtjhsBession, Supplement No.(2066/20), chap. II.C;
and A/AC.105/987.

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixtihsi®ession, Supplement No. p&/66/20),
paras. 164-167.

12 |bid., Sixty-second Session, Supplement NgAXE2/20), paras. 117 and 118, and annex.
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12. Endorseghe United Nations Programme on Space Applicatfon012,
as proposed to the Committee by the Expert on Spaqdications and endorsed by
the Committee?

13. Welcomeghe continuous progress made by the Internati@wmhmittee
on Global Navigation Satellite Systems towards auing compatibility and
interoperability among global and regional spacedshpositioning, navigation and
timing systems and in the promotion of the uselobgl navigation satellite systems
and their integration into national infrastructurg@articularly in developing
countries, and notes with satisfaction that thednational Committee held its sixth
meeting in Tokyo from 5 to 9 September 2011;

14. Notes with satisfactionhe progress made within the framework of the
United Nations Platform for Space-based InformationDisaster Management and
Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER) in the implementatib the workplan of the
UN-SPIDER programme for the biennium 2010-261and encourages Member
States to provide, on a voluntary basis, the progna with the necessary additional
resources to ensure that greater support could rogiged to Member States by
UN-SPIDER and its regional support offices;

15. Notes with appreciationthat the African regional centres for space
science and technology education in the French English languages, located in
Morocco and Nigeria, respectively, as well as thentte for Space Science and
Technology Education in Asia and the Pacific and tegional Centre for Space
Science and Technology Education for Latin Amerécal the Caribbean, affiliated
to the United Nations, have continued their edwratprogrammes in 2011, and
agrees that the regional centres should continueport to the Committee on their
activities;

16. Emphasizeghat regional and interregional cooperation in field of
space activities is essential to strengthen thecefed uses of outer space, assist
States in the development of their space capabdlitand contribute to the
achievement of the goals of the United Nations &fihium Declaratiohand to that
end requests relevant regional organizations terdfie assistance necessary so that
countries can carry out recommendations of regicoalfferences;

17. Recognizesin this regard, the important role played by ameihces and
other mechanisms in strengthening regional andrimatigonal cooperation among
States, such as the African Leadership Conferemc8pmace Science and Technology
for Sustainable Development, the Asia-Pacific RegiloSpace Agency Forum, the
Asia-Pacific Space Cooperation Organization and 8pace Conference of the
Americas;

18. Notes with satisfactiomhat the Sixth Space Conference of the Americas
was hosted by the Government of Mexico and hel®achuca, Mexico, from 15 to
19 November 2010, welcomes the adoption of the BemhDeclaration, and also
notes with satisfaction that the Government of Mexhas assumed the pro tempore
secretariat of the Conference for the period 2001-32 that the fourth meeting of
the Council of the Asia-Pacific Space Cooperatiagahization was held in Pattaya,
Thailand, on 26 and 27 January 2011; that the Moulffrican Leadership
Conference on Space Science and Technology foraBwsdile Development was

3 |bid., Sixty-sixth Session, Supplement No(&®6/20), para. 80; and A/AC.105/980, sects. it dll
and annex llI.

14 See A/AC.105/937.
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hosted by the Government of Kenya and held in Mosaba&Kenya, from 26 to

28 September 2011; and that the eighteenth sessfiche Asia-Pacific Regional

Space Agency Forum will be jointly organized by ti&ngapore Space and
Technology Association, the National University ®iihgapore and the Government
of Japan and held in Singapore from 6 to 9 Decen2ifdy ;

19. Requestdhe Committee to continue to consider, as a maifepriority,
ways and means of maintaining outer space for gehgqmrposes and to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its sixty-selvesgission, and agrees that during
its consideration of the matter the Committee cocddtinue to consider ways to
promote regional and interregional cooperation #mlrole space technology could
play in the implementation of recommendations ofe tWorld Summit on
Sustainable Development;

20. Recognizesthat space science and technology and their agpidics
make important contributions to economic, social arultural development and
welfare, as indicated in the resolution entitledh&l Space Millennium: Vienna
Declaration on Space and Human Developméngnd its resolution 59/2, and notes
with satisfaction that a number of the recommeraiatiset out in the Plan of Action
of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 8macthe implementation of the
recommendations of the Third United Nations Confeee on the Exploration and
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE'fIjave been implemented and that
satisfactory progress is being made in implementinge outstanding
recommendations through national and regional &odi,

21. Urgesall Member States to continue to contribute to Tmast Fund for
the United Nations Programme on Space Applicatimnsnhance the capacity of the
Office for Outer Space Affairs of the Secretariat irovide technical and legal
advisory services in accordance with the Plan otidxg while maintaining the
priority thematic areas agreed by the Committee;

22. Emphasizeshe need to increase the benefits of space teolgyohnd its
applications and to contribute to an orderly growfhspace activities favourable to
sustained economic growth and sustainable develapimeall countries, including
mitigation of the consequences of disasters, inipalar in developing countries;

23. Reiteratesthat the benefits of space technology and its iapfibns
should continue to be brought to the attentionparticular, of the major United
Nations conferences and summits for economic, $cmna cultural development
and related fields and that the use of space tdolgyoshould be promoted towards
achieving the objectives of those conferences amdnsits and for implementing the
United Nations Millennium Declaration;

24. Welcomesthe increased efforts to strengthen further theerhAgency
Meeting on Outer Space Activities and urges erditié the United Nations system,
particularly those participating in the Inter-Aggnkleeting, to continue to examine,
in cooperation with the Committee, how space saeaad technology and their
applications could contribute to implementing thenitdd Nations Millennium
Declaration on the development agenda, particularlyhe areas relating to, inter
alia, food security and increasing opportunitiesdducation;

15 SeeReport of the Third United Nations Conference om Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space, Vienna, 19-30 July 19@%nited Nations publication, Sales No. E.00.I@3)ap. |, resolution 1.

16 See A/59/174, sect. VI.B.
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25. Calls uponthe United Nations University and other institut$o of the
same nature, within the framework of their mandatesprovide training and to
carry out research in the areas of internationalceplaw and, in particular, matters
relating to disasters and emergencies;

26. Agreesthat the Committee and its subsidiary bodies a&irthespective
sessions in 2012 should elect their officers nor@ddor the period 2012-201'3;

27. Decidesthat Azerbaijan shall become a member of the Cotemi®

28. Endorsesthe decision of the Committee to grant permanenseover
status to the Association of Remote Sensing Cetitréise Arab World"®

29. Notesthat each of the regional groups has the respditgilior actively
promoting the participation in the work of the Coittee and its subsidiary bodies
of the States members of the Committee that are mlembers of the respective
regional groups, and agrees that the regional ggogpould consider this
Committee-related matter among their members;

30. Notes with satisfactionthat a panel discussion was held at United
Nations Headquarters on 11 October 2011 on thectopithe contribution of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space @éoUthited Nations Conference
on Sustainable Developmefftto be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 2012, twit
attention given to the use of space-derived gedapadata for sustainable
development and taking into account the previousepaiscussions held on climate
change, food security, global health and emergencie

31. Invitesthe Group on Earth Observations to contributeht® preparatory
process for the 2012 United Nations Conference ast&nable Development by
addressing issues related to the use of spaceategeospatial data for sustainable
development;

32. Requestgshe entities of the United Nations system, otheteinational
organizations and the Secretary-General to contiand, where appropriate, to
enhance their cooperation with the Committee angdrtvide it with reports on the
issues dealt with in the work of the Committee atedsubsidiary bodies, and to
address the issues covered by the panel discusdieis$ in conjunction with
sessions of the General Assembly;

33. Recallsthe fact that the General Assembly, by its redohut65/271,
declared 12 April the International Day of HumanaSe Flight;

34. Notes with satisfactionhe commemorative segment of the fifty-fourth
session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses déiO®Bpace on the occasion of
the fiftieth anniversary of human space flight atiee fiftieth anniversary of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, dieMienna on 1 June 20%4;

" See Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixtihsi®ession, Supplement No. &/66/20),
para. 286.

18 |bid., para. 290.
9 bid., para. 292.
20 5ee A/AC.105/993.

% See Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixtthsi®ession, Supplement No. p&/66/20),
annex .
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35. Adoptsthe Declaration on the Fiftieth Anniversary of Ham Space
Flight and the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Commé#ten the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space, set forth in the annex to the present réisolu

81st plenary meeting
9 December 2011

Annex

Declaration on the Fiftieth Anniversary of Human Space Flight
and the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space

We, the States Members of the United Nations,ammemorating the fiftieth
anniversary of human space flight and the fiftiatmiversary of the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,

1. Recallthe launch into outer space of the first human-engdrth satellite,
Sputnik I, on 4 October 1957, thus opening the fayspace exploration;

2. Also recallthat, on 12 April 1961, Yuri Gagarin became thestfihuman
to orbit the Earth, opening a new chapter of hureadeavour in outer space;

3.  Further recallthe amazing history of human presence in outecs@and
the remarkable achievements since the first humpaceflight, in particular
Valentina Tereshkova becoming the first woman toitothe Earth on 16 June 1963,
Neil Armstrong becoming the first human to set fapon the surface of the Moon
on 20 July 1969, and the docking of the Apollo &alyuz spacecrafts on 17 July
1975, being the first international human missionspace, and recall that for the
past decade humanity has maintained a multinatippainanent human presence in
outer space aboard the International Space Station;

4. Respectfully recalthat the human exploration of outer space has not
been without sacrifice, and remember the men antherowho have lost their lives
in the pursuit of expanding humanity’s frontiers;

5. Emphasizethe significant progress in the development ofcgpacience
and technology and their applications that has Eththumans to explore the
universe, and the extraordinary achievements maee the past fifty years in space
exploration efforts, including deepening the undansling of the planetary system
and the Sun and the Earth itself, in the use otepscience and technology for the
benefit of all humankind and in the developmenttiod international legal regime
governing space activities;

6. Recall the entry into force of the Treaty on Principle®v@rning the
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use@iiter Space, including the Moon
and Other Celestial Bodits(Outer Space Treaty) on 10 October 1967, which
establishes the fundamental principles of inteadi space law;

7. Also recallthe first meeting of the permanent Committee om Pteaceful
Uses of Outer Space, convened on 27 November 194fich facilitated the
adoption of General Assembly resolutions 1721 AtEXVI) of 20 December 1961,
including resolution 1721 A (XVI), in which the §t legal principles were
commended to States for their guidance in spacavides, and resolution
1721 B (XVI), in which the Assembly expressed itslibf that the United Nations
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should provide a focal point for international ceogtion in the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space;

8. Recognizethat the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outeacs,
assisted by the Office for Outer Space Affairs bé tSecretariat, has for the past
fifty years served as a unique platform at the glollevel for international
cooperation in space activities and that the Conenitand its subsidiary bodies
stand at the forefront in bringing the world togethin using space science and
technology to preserve the Earth and the space@mwient and ensure the future of
human civilization;

9. Acknowledgehat significant changes have occurred in the stmecand
content of the space endeavour, as reflected irethergence of new technologies
and the increasing number of actors at all levaig] therefore note with satisfaction
the progress made in strengthening internationapeoation in the peaceful uses of
outer space by enhancing the capacity of Stateseéonomic, social and cultural
development and by strengthening the regulatoryméaorks and mechanisms to
that effect;

10. Reaffirmthe importance of international cooperation in depéng the
rule of law, including the relevant norms of spdae, and of the widest possible
adherence to the international treaties that prentle¢ peaceful uses of outer space;

11. Express our firm convictiothat space science and technology and their
applications, such as satellite communications, tieasbservation systems and
satellite navigation technologies, provide indisp&inle tools for viable long-term
solutions for sustainable development and can doute more effectively to efforts
to promote the development of all countries andiaeg of the world, to improve
people’s lives, to conserve natural resources aneérthance the preparedness for
and mitigation of the consequences of disasters;

12. Express our deep concembout the fragility of the space environment
and the challenges to the long-term sustainabibfyouter space activities, in
particular the impact of space debris;

13. Stressthe need to look more closely into how advancedcspresearch
and exploration systems and technologies couldh&rrtcontribute to meeting
challenges, including that of global climate changed to food security and global
health, and endeavour to examine how the outcomrmek spin-offs of scientific
research in human space flight could increase tkeefits, in particular for
developing countries;

14. Emphasizethat regional and interregional cooperation in fiedd of
space activities is essential to strengthen thecefeh uses of outer space, assist
States in the development of their space capadbdlitand contribute to the
achievement of the goals of the United Nations &tilium Declaratiof;

15. Confirm the need for closer coordination between the Cottemion the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and other intergoventah bodies involved in the
global development agenda of the United Nationgluding with respect to the
major United Nations conferences and summits favneeic, social and cultural
development;

16. Call upon all States to take measures at the national, nedjo
interregional and global levels to engage in thenown efforts to use space science
and technology and their applications to preseryangt Earth and its space
environment for future generations.



