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(VIENNA, 20-22 FEBRUARY 2006) 
 
 
Session 5. PRESENTATIONS PERTINENT TO OBJECTIVE I.B. 
 
Presentation on “Key Issues in Harmonizing Organizational Processes for 
Establishing an International Technically Based Framework of Goals and 
Recommendations for the Safety of Planned and Currently Foreseeable NPS in 
Outer Space” 
 
Note by the Secretariat 
 
1. In accordance with paragraph 16 of General Assembly resolution 60/99 of 
8 December 2005, the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space will organize, jointly with the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, a technical workshop on the objectives, scope and general attributes of a 
potential technical safety standard for nuclear power sources in outer space, to be held in 
Vienna from 20 to 22 February 2006. 
 
2. The presentation contained in the present conference room paper was prepared for 
the joint technical workshop in accordance with the indicative schedule of work for the 
workshop, as agreed by the Working Group on the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in 
Outer Space during the intersessional meeting held in Vienna from 13 to 15 June 2005 
(A/AC.105/L.260). 
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Current COPUOS and IAEA review and 
approval processes
Option 1 issues: Combined work schedules 
and logistics
Languages, resources, funding, organization, 
management
Ownership and legal standing of the Safety 
Framework
Option 3 issues

Topics
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Current COPUOS/STSC Development Process

NPS WG meets formally (~1½ weeks) in 
February each year and informally (~3 days) in 
June
WG work product is subject to review and 
approval by STSC
STSC process requires simultaneous translation
Participant countries bear own costs
Legal interpretation of work product belongs with 
Legal Subcommittee of COPUOS.
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COPUOS/STSC process: simplified illustration
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Current IAEA Development Processes

Safety Standards Committees meet twice a year, 
usually in March/April and September/October
Committee work product is reviewed and 
endorsed by Commission on Safety Standards
(usually meets in June and November) 
All C’ttee and CSS meetings are in English only
Participant countries bear own costs
Requirements level publications are subject to 
adoption by the IAEA Board of Governors (four 
times per year)
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IAEA process: simplified illustration
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Option 1 Work schedule: simplified illustration
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Assumptions for Option 1 schedule

NPS WG, STSC and IAEA all approve the 
proposals and drafts at the earliest practicable 
date.  This is can be affected by:

Limited time available for discussion of proposals and 
drafts by national bodies outside scheduled meetings
Possible disagreements arising between the STSC 
channel and the IAEA channel: cross communication

Resources will be available for interpretation and 
translation sufficient to support development, 
review, adoption and publication.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 22, 2006   -- Slide 9

Nuclear Power Sources Working Group – COPUOS STSC

Key Issues: Languages

Can drafting and technical meetings be 
conducted in English as the working language?

Can STSC/COPUOS approval processes be 
conducted in the usual manner with timely and 
sufficient interpretation/translation?

How to ensure quality control of translated 
publications (both IAEA and COPUOS)?
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Key Issues: Resources and Funding

COPUOS/STSC/NPSWG meetings:
participants bear costs

NUSSC/CSS/BoG meetings:
participants bear costs

Drafting process: cost sharing?  Source of 
funds?
What is the source of funding for translation 
of drafts?
Translation of publications: cost sharing?
Printing and publishing: cost sharing?

OK
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Key issues: Organization and management

Would a formal proposal (from COPUOS to IAEA) be 
needed to initiate inclusion of collaborative Safety 
Framework tasks in the IAEA’s work programme?
Can the process be “managed” by the NPS WG, or 
should COPUOS and IAEA form a “Joint Secretariat 
Team” or “Liaison Group” to manage the 
interconnecting tasks? 

If so, what form should it take?  Officers from OOSA and IAEA 
secretariats only?  Or, for example, including the Chairs of 
NPS WG and NUSSC?
What responsibilities and authority would a Liaison Group 
have?
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Key Issues: Ownership and legal standing
Ownership

Published by COPUOS with cosponsorship by 
IAEA?

Legal standing
If non-binding, then IAEA may be able to 
cosponsor, using the Safety Standards Series
as a precedent and model
If requiring commitment from MS, then 
adoption by General Assembly?
Relationship to existing (1992) Principles?
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Option 3 issues

How likely is commitment from space 
agencies to form a multilateral group?
What timing issues arise for such a group?
What would be the legal standing of a 
Safety Framework developed by a multi-
lateral process?  (Lacks ‘imprimatur’ of 
IAEA)
Relationship to existing (1992) Principles?
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What next?

Many issues and many questions!  
Can this Workshop propose some 
answers, or a way forward to 
achieving the desired objectives? 

Panel discussion this afternoon!

 
 
 
 


