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Aand Use of: Outer Space, Including the Moon:andyothe Célést:

Agree as: follows T e ~ -
;yu_ SREER ARTICLE I - Deflnltlons
“For: the}purposes of thig Convention,,},fj‘ "‘»4
.(a) ""Damage" means. lossvof ‘11f8, personal lnjury, or: damage
Nether partial or total.

(b) iThe'iterm: “"1launching! includes attempted launchings.

(c) "Launchlng State" means: a. Contraetlng Party, or an: 1nternational
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(d) "Presenting State" means a Contracting Party, or an international
organization that has transmitted a declaration to the Secretary-General'undgr ¥
Article V, paragraph 1 of this Convention, that presents a claim for compensation
to a Respondent State. ‘ - S

(e) "Respondent State! means a Launching State from which compensation is

sought under this Convention.

 ARTICLE II - Liability 2

1. The Launching State shall be absolutely liable ‘to pay compensation to the - i‘
Presenting State, in accordance with the provisions of this Convention, for damage ; ]
showm to have been caused by the launching; transit or descent of all or part of a 1
space object. ]

-2. If the damage suffered results either wholly or partially from a wilful or § >
reckless act or omission on the part of the Presenting State, or of natural or g ;
juridical persons that it represents, the liability of the Launching State to pay i
compensation under paragraph 1 of this Article shall, to that extent, be wholly or 4
partially extinguished.

3. There shall be no liability under this Cdnventioﬁ for damage caused to '
persons and property within a launch facility or immediate recovery area for : 5
participation in or observation of the launch or recovery, or to space objects and
thelr personnel during launching, transit or descent.

ARTICLE ITII - Multiple Respondent States

1. If under paragraph 1 of Article II or paragraph 3 of Article V two or more j 4

Launching States would be liable to pay compensation, the Presenting State may proceed
against any or all such States individually or jointly for the total amcunt of
danages.

2. When the Presenting State proceeds against less than all possible Respondent #
States, the State or States proceeded against shall within three months give formal .
notice to any other Launching States which may be involved, and the States so notlfled
shall also become Respondent States and shall participate in the settlement or other i
disposition of the claim. | E ' |

3. When a ¢laim has been presented to only one Launching State and it does not
notify and join other Launching States under paragraph 2 of this Article, it shall pﬂé
the entire compensation which is found to be due. If any Launching States are
originally joined, or if a Respondent State notifies and joins the other Launching
States, any settlement, agreement or judgment shall specify the apportionment of

liability among the several Respondent States.
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2. The Contracting Parties to the present Convention undertake to use their
best endeavours to ensure that any international organization which conducts space
activities and of which they are constituent members is authorized to make and will
make the declaration referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article.

3. If within one year of the date on which compensation has been agreed.upon
or otherwise established pursuant to Article X, an international organization fails
to pay such compensation, each member of the organization which is a Contracting
Party shall, upon service of notice of such default by the Presenting State within \
three months of such default, be liable for such compensation in the manner and to th:f
extent set forth in Article ITII. ;

ARTICLE VI -~ Presenting g Claim
1. A Contracting Party which suffers damage reférred to in Article II,

paragraph 1, or whose natural or juridical persons suffer such damage, may present a
claim for compensation to a Respondent State or States.

2. A Contracting Party may also present to a Respondent State a claim of any
natural person, other than a person having the nationality of a Respondent State,
permanently residing in its territory. However, a claim of any individual
claimant may be presented by only one Contracting Party. ,

3. A claim shall be presented through the diplomatic channel. A Contractingv~§
Party may request another State to present its claim and otherwise represent its
interest in the event that it does not maintein diplomatic relations with a Respondent
State. ‘

4. Notice of a claim must be presented within one year of the date on which
the accident occurred or, if thevfresenting State could not reasonably be expected
to have known of the facts giving rise to the claim, within one year of the date on_.’:
which these facts became known to the Presenting State even if the nature or extent
of the damages may not be known to the Presenting State.

XRTIULE VIT - Nationals

A State shall not be liable under this Convention for damage suffered by its ovn. 4]

‘nationals or nationals of other Respondent States or by juridical persons beneficiallyd

owned by such nationals, to the extent of such ownership.
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2. No increase in the membership of the commission shall take place where tf
or more Presenting States or Réspondeﬁt States are joined in any one proceeding,g
the commission. The Presenting States so joined shall collectively appoint one‘%
person to serve on the commission in the some manner and subject. to the same . 'ﬁ
conditions as would be the case for a single Presenting State.  Similarly, whereév
two or more Respondent States are so joined, they shall collectively appoint one %
person to serve on the commission in the same way. If the Presenting or Respond%
States fail to appoint their member within three months, the person appointed by i
President of the International Court of Justice shall constitute the sole memberg,
of the commission. : 4

3. The cormission shall determine its own procedure.

4. The commission shall conduct its business and arrive at its decision by 5

najority vote.  Such decision shall state the views of the members of the commissy

5, The decision of the commission shall be rendered cxpeditiously and shallﬁ

be binding upon tkeparties. o . ;

6. The expenses incurred in connexion with any proceeding before the commis{

shall ba:divided equally between Presenting and Respondent States. |
LRTICLE XI - Currency

Payment of compensation shall be made in the currency of the Presenting Stati

or a currency convertible readily and without loss of value into the currency of o
‘used by the Presenting State. “
ARTTICLE XIT - Settlement of Disputes

- Subjeet to-prior recourse to proceedings under Article X, any dispute arising

from the interpretation or application of this Convention, which is not previous l

settled by other peaceful means, may be referred by any contracting Party theretof

to the International Court of Justice for decision. '
ARTICLE XT1T - ‘mendments

A Contracting Party may propose anendments to this Convention. An amendmen{

shall come into force for each Contracting Party accepting the amendment on

acceptence by a majority of the Contracting Parties, and thereafter for each

remaining Contracting Party on acceptance by it.

;-
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1gn:thls Conventlon,may aocede o

Thl ”Convention shall enter 1nto force thrlty daySzfollowlng
the flfth 1nstrument of ratlflcatlon or: acce581on;ygl

The Secretary—General of the Unlted Natlons shall 1nform all Sta =Y
31 Artlcle XV and all»organlzatlons whlch have made declaratlons und

lparagraph 1 of 51gnatures,'
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