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Convention coneerning liability fer damage caused

oy the lauwiching of objecis into euter space

The Contracting Parties,

[

Ascognizing the common interest of mankind in the peaceful exploration
cnd use ol outer space,

Recalling the Doclaravion of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of

Svates in the Zxoloration and Use ef Outsr Svace, adopted by the United Hations

General assemdly on 13 December 1963 as resolution 1962 (XVIII), -

Belicving that the =iploration and use of outer spacc sheuld be carrizd o:
for the bettermsnt of mankind and for the benefit ef States irrespective ef
their degree of economic o scisntific development,

Deeiring Lo contridutz to broad international co-~operation in the
scientific as well as in tho legal asvects of the cxploration and uss of euter
ghace for pezaccful purposes,

). :

:lieving that such co-onaration will contribute to the dovalopment of

s
()

mutual understanding and to ths strengthening of frizndly relatlons between
Recalling resolution 15884 (YVIIT), ealling upon 3tates to refrain from
placing in orbit around ths carth any objecis carrying nuclear woapons or any
oth:r kind of w.apons of mass destruction or from installing such weapons on
czlcstial bodics, which was adooted unanimously by the United “Tations Gencral

-ssuimbly on 17 Qctober 1943,

(33.69.-15201
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Having regard to United Nations General Assembly resolutions 2260 (XXII) of
3 November 1967, 2345 (YXII) of 19 December 1967, and 2453 (XXIII) of 20 December 1968

which inter alia called upon the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to

s

complete urgently the preparation of the drwft of an agreement on Liebiiity for

Damage caused by'the Launching of Objects into Outer Space,

i opann

Bearing in mind the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in

i g B A

the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, Including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies,

and the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the

e RPARE

s s &)

Return of Objects Launched into OQuter Space,

Recognizing that activities in the exploration and use of outer space may from
time to time result in damage,

Seeking £0 establieh uniform rules of liability and a simple and expeditious
procedure governing financial compensatlon for daﬁage, :

Agree as follows:

| ' ARIICLE I

For the purpose of this Convention,

(a) the term 'damage' means- loss of life, personal injury or other 1mpa1rment
of health; or loss of or damage to property of States or of persons, natural or
juridical, or property of international organizations and includes both nuclear and E
non-nuclear damage; '

(b) the term 'launching' includes ‘antempted launching';

(¢) the term 'launching State' means:
1. +the State which launches, attempts to launch or procures the
launching of the space object;

Nl Seatot das i 5

2. the State from whose territory or facility the space obJect was
launched;
(d) the term-!'Claimant' means the Staté that presents a claim for compensatioﬁ
to a respondent; ,
(e) the term 'Respondent’ means a launching State from which compensation is
sought under this Convention;
(f) the term 'Space Objects' includes component parts of the space object -

as well as its launch vehicle and parts thereof.
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ARTICLE IV

l. Whenever two or more States jointly launch a space object, they shall be jointly
and severally liable for any.- damage caused,

2. The State which has paid compensation. for damage shall have the right to present
a claim for indemnification to other participants in the joint launching. The 5
partlclpants in a 301nt launching may conclude agreements regarding the apportionment
among themselves of the financial obligations in respect of which they are jointly

and severally liable. Such agreements shall be without prejudice to the rights of

the State sustaining damage caused by the space object.
ARTICLE V

A launching State shall be liable to pay compensation without limit for all
damage caused to other States.

ARTICLE VI

If there is agreement between the claimant and the respondeﬁt on the applicable
law regarding the amount of compensation payable under this Convention, then that law
should be applied. If the claimant and the respondent do not agree on the applicable
law, the amount of compensation shall be determined in accordance with international
law, taking into comsideration the law of the claimant State and, where considered

appropriate, the law of the respondent State. In case of conflict, international law
shall prevail.

ARTICLE VIT

1. A Contracting Party which suffers damage, or whose natural or juridical persons ;
suffer damage, may present a claim for compensation to a respondent.

2. Subject to the provision of paragraph 1, a Contracting Party may also present to

a respondent a claim in respect of damage sustained by any natural or juridical person

in its territory.

3. A Contracting Party may also present a claim for damage sustained by its permanent
residents in respect of whom neither the State of nationality nor the State in which

the damage was sustained has presented a claim or notified its intention of presenting
a claim, '

4. No clain may be presented under this Convention in respect of the nationals of
the respondent.







1. The provisicns of this Convention shall apply to cach international inter-
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i. In cass of disagreement between the claimant and the respondent, the two parties:
gshall endeavour to arrive at a scttloment through diplematic negotiations
2 If no settlement is arrivod at withia six monthe of the presentation of the clabf
citlvr'party may invoke the provisions of the compulsory Protoccl »n the Settlement o

Disputes, anncxed Lo this Convention,

ARTICLE XITL

goveramental organization which conducts space activitics, provided a majority of the.4;
States nembers of that Organization are Parties fto vhis Convention.

2. If an international inter-governmental organization is rssponsible in terms of
the provisions of this Convention for damage caused by its space objecty both the
organization and its members are jointly and sevorally liable,

3. Claims in respect of damage caused due to the space activities of such an
intcrnational-organization qhall be first presented to the organization. If the

organization is unable to’ butblv the claim within one year, the claimant may proceed '

againsﬁ any one or more of the members of ‘the organiZation which are also parties to £
the ‘Convention. 4 ' A S -

Lo Any clalm, purquant %6 the provisions of this Convcntlon, for compensatlon in
respcvt of damage caused to the propcrty of an international 1nter~governmental
organization may be prcsbnted by one of +h State members of that:organization which

arc parties to this Conve ﬂthn.
ARTICLE XTIV

1. This Convention which includes thc Compulsory Protocol on Settlement of Disputes
as an integral part shall be open to all States for signature. . Any 3tate which does
not sign this Convention befors its entry into forcs in accordance with paragraph 3 i

of this Article may acerede to it at any tine.

2., This Convention shall bc subject to ra ification by sign utorv States. Instrumen
of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited with GoeruAents of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and ¢

Northern Ircland and the United States of America, which arc herebyAdesignatcd the

Dopositary Governments.
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3. This Convention shall enter into force upon the dcposit of instruments of
ratification by five Govermments including the Governments designated as Depositar
Governments under this Convention.

L. For States whosc instruments of ratification or accession are deposited subset
to the entry into force of this Convention, it shall enter into force on the date «
deposit of thelr instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding St
of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of cach instrument of ratificati
or accession to this Agreement, the date of its éntry into force and other notices.
A

6. This Convention shall be registered by the Depositary Governments pursuant to
srticle 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

ARTICLE XV

Any State Party to the Convention may propose amendments to this Convention,
Amendments will enter into force for each State Party to the Convention accepting
the amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the
Convention and thereafter for cach remaining State Party to the Conventlon on the

2d QQ" date of acceptance by it.
ARTICLE XVI

A Contracting Pérty may give notice of its withdrawal from the Convention one
’ year after its entry into force by written notification to the Depositary Governmen
-h : Such withdrawals shall take offect one year from the date of receipt of this

notification.
ARTICLE XVIT

es . This Convention, of which the Chincsc, English, French, Russian and Spanish
39 § texts are equally authentic, shall bs deposited in the archives of the Depositary

} ' . Governments. Duly certified copies of this Convention shall be transmitted by the

Depositary Governments to the Govermments of the signatory and acceding States,




Compulsory Protocol on Scttlement of Disputes

uontractlno Partics ©o the Conventlon on Liability for Damage Caused by

i~
jny
[

Objcots Launched into OQufer Space,

Bearing in mind the provisions of Article XII of the Convention perteining to the+sles

cment of disputas,

Scelding to cstablish a procedurc for the dofinitive scbblomont of disputes which

nay arise botween claimants and respondents with regard to claime to compensation for

damage ,
Aprsc as follows: 5
ARTIGLE T 3
Enguiry Commission 3
1. If no scttlement of the claim is arrived at through diplomatic ncgotiations as §

provided for in Article XII of the Convention, the claimant and the respondent shall
cstablich an Enquiry Commission on the basis of parity, within one month of a request 4
by cither claimant or respondent for its establishment.

1 2. The Enquiry Commission shall, taking into account the positions of the respective:
parties, make rocommendations wvith reg jard 3 to the settloment of the claim, within six ;
months of 1ts estaollshmunt. | |

3. The Enquiry Commission shell determine its procedure.

ARTICLE TT )

Claims Cc¢ 1m4381on §<

1. A Claims Commission shall be gstaullﬁhod upon rcquest of either party if:
(

i) the Enquiry Commlgsion is not csnaollohed as provided in article I (1) 4
i
(11) the Enquiry Commission is unablc to arrlve at any recommendations within
the period specified in article I (2) or its recommendations are not y
implemented within a period of two months. -
ARTICLE IIT
1. The Claims Commission shall be composed of ons nominee cach of the claimant and VSR
g
respondent and a third member, the Chairman, to be chosen by the claimant and the
respondent jointly. The nominces of the c¢laimant and the respondent shall respectived
bo designated within two months of the roquest for the cstablishmeat of the Claims CY

Commissio
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ARTICLE 41

1. The Claime Commission shell have compobencs only with regard to the gpecific
slaim hofore it., The Cormilssicn's solc function shall be in the light of the

rogpoetive contontions of the clainant and the

cnse a8 fmade available to it, to decide on the
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2.  The Commission shall not have the competenc. o render an avthoritative

interpretation of the Conventlon.

1. The Commiesion shall b guided by the provisiens of prticle VI of the Convention

in so far as the law to be applicd by it iz zoncorncd.

2. The Commission shall state tho reasons for its & cis 1on, which shall be final

[0

and binding.
ARTICTE VILL

The oxpenscs in regard to the nleins Comrission shall be borne equally by the

partics.




