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COMMITIEE ON THE PEACEFUL
ysEs OF OUTER SPACE

PROVISIONAL AGENDA, WITH ANNOTATIONS,
FOR THE EIGHTEENTH SESSION

To be convened at United Nations Headquarters
on Monday, 9 June 1975, at 3 p.m. ;

1. Adoption of the agenda

5. Statement by the Chairman

3, General debate

4, Consideration of:

(a) Report of the Legal Sub-Committee (4/AC.105/1LT)

(b) Report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee (A/AC.105/150)

5. Other maviers

6., Report of the Committee to the General Assembly
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ANNOTATIONS Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites on the‘gérkdoitli;e ihirteenth
of the ), including the five principles considere
; AC.105/127), including o ted by the
Ttem 2 Statement by the Chairman ﬂsﬂpi i?/the Legal Sub_Committee. The texts of prlnglplistas girzit:rzatize
55510 ; i ds of sentences in square brackels, .
. R porking Group (including wor ere reflected in the
The Chalrmag will also presefit, for adoption by the Committee, a . . fﬂktgitions on matters where consensus could not bilgeached), W
sche?u%e concerning orgenization of work for the eighteenth sessioﬁ %;Evlslmml Imﬂ}t of the Chairmen of the Working Group {annex .
giogizlozil schedule will be distributed to members of the Committeé prioi t rep
ghteenth session as Conference Room Paper 1. ) ° the (jii) Legal implications of remote sensing of the earth from space
1
The

TIT to deal with this item.

g und in the three

Sub-Committee established Wor :
: kiizeGroup noted that there were certaln common elementg toizieZo
giﬁ;international inStrumeits Whic?Ageigéagfgjg gg;)sgza gimthe views expressed
.2/L. A/C.1/104T and A . . . : ; ) >
{Aﬂwllosézbeis ?ngeveral areas; it also reported on main questions raised an

Ttem 4 (a) Report of the Legal Sub-Committee (A/AC.105/147)

The Legal Sub-Committee at its fourteenth session considered the following

items with th s c ab it
¢ same high priority: (a) the drart treaty relating to the moon with
Noting thatb substantial progress

a View to COmpleting i‘t‘, a3 soon as »
. possible; (b) the elaboration of pripes § by many ™ - i
governing the use by States of artificial earth satellites for dire E tnC1p%e? i amidered during its discussion of the item. 7 Working Group recommended
c elevision b © hieved in the consideration of this item, the Wo ; & bav
nad been achie high priority at the ne

ntinued as a matter of
bearing in mind the views expressed by States
ts (annex III).

Eiozzggsglng wi?h a view to concluding an international agreement or agreements
n (c)rtzzciew:;h.Geggral Assembly resolution 2916 (XXVII) of 9 November 1972-,
: gal implications of remote sensing of th in
into account the varicus views of St . the st iene eradinarne
ates expressed i i
proposals for draft international instrumengs. o7 The subject, Heinding

that work thereon should be co

sion of the Sub-Committee,

es 0 L d
X s for draft international instrumen

including proposal
Matters relating to the definition and/or delimitation of outer space

The Sub-Committee also consider 1 (iv)
- ; ed matters relating to the definitio i
delimitation of outer spacs and outer space activities. " andfor The Sub-Committee considered this item at one meeting in the courseto?t:hICh
The substantive part of the Sub-Committee' 1 e importance of tne subject vas stressed e e hope'zziriizegtziégnagrzater
. ~L.ommittee’'s report on th i i i : - i uld be able to consi
10 paragraphs 19 to 38 as well as in annexes T to I?I: @ viese tens is comtaind ?ﬁu?i ?ESiZ?n28§he Bub-fommithes v
etail (para. .
(i) Drart treaty relating to the moon ' (v) Other matters
v e
The - i . . .
Group decfzzdcziml?tee re-established Working Group I on this item. The Working A.  Work of the next session of the Sub-Committee
meny delemens glve priority to the question of natural resources, regarded by ' X . hould
the. w0 oihe;éiziss tgetpro?lem.whose solution would facilitate an agreement on § The Sub-Committee was of the opinion that at its_next se551ond}E Sdgaft
of the treaty and tgz inEE:;Zf‘lsszesg namely, the question related to the scope 1 continue to consider with the same high priority thi 1ssuizrgg§§rihe ise oy States
. . ion to be furnished on missi ' ; boration of principles g0
Follow ; . - sions to the moon. treat t to the moon, elabora —— .
Concerigigdizgﬁi:ions and informal consultat}ons in the Working Group, the texts afifgiiii?aingarth satelli%es for direct television broadcast1n§ and legal
owing to a lack of Zszzzices were redrafted into articles X and X bis. However, implications of remote sensing of the earth from space (para. 15).
: Sus, a number of words znd sent i
appeared in square brackets For the ences in the draft
. . Same reason certain provisions were drafted : {ons the Sub-Committee
izngoo;eZii?ni’ 1§ thgse cases both texts were placed in square brackets. The B. Schedule and venue for future sSessions for tne
; icles X and X bis thus drafted were reprod i ; : i d from
Chairman of the Working Group (annex I, aPpEndix),p uced in the report of the f The Sub-Committee recommended that its f%fteintgezizzzégfbihzeéommittee, the
3to 28 May 1976. It was noted that, as previously . . 1h).
(ii) Elsboration of principles governing th b arth fifteenth Zeszgon of the Legal Sub-Committee would be held in Geneva (para
> - 2QVE g the use by States of artificial earth en s
satellites for direct television broadcasting The Sub-Committee believed that it might be useful if it were to E?EPZS:OEO
Working Group II, which wa al 1 | its parent Committee that future sessions of the Sub-Committee be schedule
which this item wag > ¥ S also re-established by the Sub-Committee and O . the month of May each year (para. 16).
assigned, dealt with all the principles reflected in the report l
| J
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A number o
of all futupe Sgszigzzezgstgere advancgd both in favour and against the holgs
delegations on this auest: e Sub-Committee in Geneva. The views expre olding
2hlst, ohond and EhhEhes 1og are to be found in the summary records of iied by
those circumstances itmsetlngs 9f ?he L?gal Sub-Committee. Regretting ti ;
the question to the,CommisieEOttig gﬁﬁoglti?n to make an agreed recommendai?o;n
would wish to give further coﬁsiderationoiiltziz Ziiztigzt(;2§acoﬁ$§ttee it561fon

Item 4 (b)) R . .o
) Report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee (A/AC 105/150)

At its twelfth session, the Sc and
. . 1 ientifi .
priority to the consideratign of ( [ Technical Sub~Committee gave

1) questi ;
earth b . K . / questions relating to r :
o spacg Z:tiillz?s, (2) consideration and review of tge Uniizgtg i?nSIHg Of the
&pplicationg- ?i)lons§ (3) possible United Nations conference on ations programme
3 review of the future role and work of the Sub Cziz?zt
- ittee.

(1) Remote sensing of the earth from space

o SIn exam%nlng this item, as reflected in
e Sub-Committee considered both the current
a8 well as a possible future glcbal internatio
system or systems giving stress, however, on t

phase. The views of the Sub- i
e remort: e Sub-Committee thereo

paragraphs 15 to 29 of its report,
pre—operat}onal/experimental phase
nal operational remote sensing

n were expressed in paragraphs 25 to

In paragraph 29, the Sub-Committee recommended that:

(a) The United Nations Secretarist be

the thirteenth session of the Sub—Committee-requeSted to prepare, well ahead of

(1) An analyti
in the g;;g:icgiporti?n actual and predicted costs and benefits involved
would be based onaiztlc?Zion of remote sensing. A report of this nature
erial mentioned i
and any further information availaglefn document A/AC.105/139 and Add.l
(2)

A feasibili i

CO_Ord;E;%;zz ;Ezggg using resources at its disposal, on a possible

Soerationiy o fune ion ?or the.Ugi?ed Nations regarding future

e onal veo anse?iing act1v1t%es. Such a function could possibly

for aats Shomeis aial gre operétlongl global (international) centre

b ota storage, ana ¥ys1s and dissemination under the auspices of the

oo ELo tﬁOSe ¢ a.st?dy would have to be conducted in close

themselves in interngzgzzi;7Z§o§§§n;Z;StWhiCh e e ein

» O ] .

;Ezoaaccount th?_considerations mentioneg i:nzzig Ezogrgmmesa e
varagraph (xii) of the report of the Sub~Commiftez "

P

he current pre-operational/experimental

1
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An information paper oun existing or planned national or regional
ground stations including those for direct reception of remote sensing
data from WASA's LANDSAT programme and centres for data processing,
storage and dissemination. Buch a paper, which would have to be
compiled in close contact with the Governments and agencies concerned,
might include information or technical characteristics, management and
ownership, staffing, costs, national snd intermational (regional) user
contacts and policies, priority applications, benefits, volume of data

nandled or envisaged. etc.

A preliminary study on the crganizational and financial requirements

of a future operational space segment for global coverage to be
internationally operated, owned and financed. This study would include
voth a brief outline of possible technical configurations and a
presentation of organizational and financial alternatives for an
international co-operative venture. In the first instance, special
enphasis should be given to a definition and an evaluation of certain :
assumptions regarding user requirements and priorities and regarding ‘
technical constraints on the system.

The Secretary-General be reguested to undertake the following practical

(1) In co-operation with the appropriate specialized agencies, to explore
the feasibility of utilizing existing facilities and expertise to
establish on an experimental basis an international centre which could
train and assist persons from developing countries to make the most
effective use of remote sensing information. XIf the study demonstrated
that such an experiment could be implemented without additional
financisl implications, the Sub-Committee was of the view that it should
be carried out and a full report on the results should be submitted
+o the Sub-Committee at its next session,

(2} To undertake an appropriate users survey, utilizing the services of
UNDP, the regional economic commissions and other United Nations bodies
as appropriate for obtaining a clearer understanding of the real needs
of the users and their stage of preparedness in this area of activity.

(1i) Review of the United Nations programme oh SPace applications

. The Sub-Committee reviewed the United Nations programme on space applications
in paragraphs 30-47 of its veport. In regard to the proposed space applications
m?gramme for 1976, the Sub-Committee agreed to the programme as proposed by the
United Mations Expert (para. 48). While several delegations expressed the view
that the Upnited Nations space applications programme should be expanded as regards
bomlits content and its scope and that it should receive greater financial
TWPOTt, other delegations did not agree to this view and stressed thet the most
‘Ppropriate way to lmprove the programme further would be to increase its

/oo
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effecii?eness. At the same time there was agreement in the Sub-Committee th
every hlgg should be done to ensure the most effective use of all means 1 o
at the disposal of the Expert (para. L48), praced

In considering the United Natj
: : lons programme on space applications in %
zzgaaige S:Z;Qomm%tzee reiterated its view that the programme should be rev?:wﬁ?g
Vs ing into account particularl i :
(aras. hooa0). D ¥y the needs of the developing countrieg

the UEE:;E?&ZE'the negd to ensure ?ffective co-ordination of the activities of
o sub_committzzs a: dtl_ae spec%allzed agencies in the area of space applicationg
Tnteragency Mecei noted in partlcglar.the proposal made (during the Ad Hoe '
o orasency M de;gngghSEZEEGigpiliaz}onsg for the establishment of a standing body
elating to space applications. The Sub-Commi
expressed the hope that a report on co-ordination among the iali omm%mme
and the United Nations space applications programme wifh a SPECla l?Ed Ton e
recommendat19ns the Secretary-General mighs wish to make wgzlz Ege:zégiztzg to th
current session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (para. 5;) )

(iii) ©Possible United Nations conference on space

it Wozgz gubaq;?@ittee agreed to the view expressed by the Secretary-General that
s confeienie 2§u%§ tg mgke ? comprehensive assessment regarding the convening
e basis of the small number of replies received
. so far and
r?commended that MEmbgr States which have not yet done so should submit their
views as soon as possible (paras. 52-53).

Confeggnzheopogs%bility of space applications being ineluded in the United Nations
Confere dethn clence and Technology proposed for the late 1970s, the Sub-Committee

2Q e e.Secretary—General to provide the current session of the Committee
with all possible information (para. Sk).

(iv}) Review of the futur
e role and work of + s o .
Sub-Comnittee of the Scientific and Technical

from EZeMSub;Committee.recommended that for its thirteenth session, to be held
arch to 9 April 1976, priority be given to the following items:

1. Questions relating to remote sensing of the earth by satellites;

2. Consideration and review .
. of the United Nati
applications; ions programme on gpace

3. Consideration of the opti i
ptions relating to a possible Uni 10nS
conference on outer space matters. P Jnitted et

[ons

%mreciation and satisfacti

nmernational spac
of the specialized agencies and their co-operation.

sb-Committee requested that each consider
gub-Committee on an annua
of the art of scientific and te
practical uses of outer space,

trends and developments, and an assessment of
could undertake such activities within an in
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1t was agreed that the future work of the Sub-Committee should also be

jpciuded D the provisional agenda (paras. 55-5T).

(v) Other matters

A. Exchange of information

he Sub-Committee took note of and expressed its
on for the reports on national and co-operative
e activities submitted by Member States, as well as the reports

In paragraphs 58-T1, t

tion of COSPAR and IAF, the

the possibility of preparing for the

1 basis a report which could cover such items as the state
chnological developments in the exploration and

s forecast of future scientifie and technological
areas where national space efforts
ternational framework (paras. 72-73).

Noting with appreciation the participa

B. Tnternational rocket launching facilities

The Sub—Committee noted with satisfaction the work of the Thumba Equatorial
Rocket Launching Station of the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre in India and the
CELPA Mar del Plata Rocket Launching Station in Argentina, and recommended that
the United Nations continue to grant sponsorship to these ranges (paras. Th-T5).




