The drafters of the 1979 Agreement Governing the Activities
of States on the Moon and Other Celestisl Bodies slso elatora-
ted on & number of gensral principles of the 1867 0ST and com-
pleted them by more specific provisions., But thsy were not in
with the issue of fu-
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2 position ito rely on the OST when deslin
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ture economic sctivitles on the Moon. ! ’ttempt to resch 2 ge-
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nerally accepteble compromise in this issue wss made by Jjoin-
ing the confirmation of the freedom of scientific inves tigation
and the exploration and use of the Moon as 2 right of all States,
with the commitment to establish an internztional régime govern-
ing the exploitation of natural resources of the Moon, &s such
exploitation is zbout to becomefezsible. However, the intersst
of States in adopting this compwmmise and subs.cribing the 1879
Moon Agreement remzined limited up to date,

The new development of space activities relating to the
Moon in recent years led some Stztes to eddressing the low psr-
cipation of Stestes in the Moon Agreement in the COFUOS and its
LSC. A group of seven Stztes Parties to the Moon Agreement sub~
mitted 2 Joint statement,in which they demostrated the benefits
and guarentees offered by the perticipstion in the Agreement
within the whole system of UN Space Treaties, The discussion on
this issue still continues.

/c/ Sets of Principles relsting to smeciel cetegeries o

space activities i

During the 1980s and 1990s, it became evident that there

to reach any further : £
w38 no hope™agreeme t on any tresty reguletion of space
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ties. Therefore, the United Nations returned to its prectice of
declaring space leg2l principles by resoclutions of ite General
Assembly. In this way,four sets of such Princigles were elsto-

e

rated in the LSC 2nd =dopted by the UN Generel Assembly, namely
Frinciples Coverning the Use by States of Sz2tellites for Inter-
Principles Rel=ting to

nationgl Television Brozdcasting /1982/;
Space /198€/; Principles

Remote Sensing of the Earth from Outer
Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Quter Spsce /18%2/;

and Lecleration on Internationsl Cooperation in the Bxplorstion

=

and Use of Outer Spsce for the Benefit and in the Intersst of

1

All States, Particulerlv of the Leveloping Countries /1S9€/,



In the 108¢ Remote Sensing Principles, perticularly impor-
tant was the consensus reached between the interests of the sens-
ing States 2nd the needs of the sensed Stetes, mzny of them being
developing countries, The respect for full and permsnent sove-
reignty of s11 Sistes and peoples oVer the ir own wealth and natu-
ral resources, 2s well as due regard to the rights and interests
of other States and entities under their jurisdiction, are equal-
ly emphasized in the text of the Principles. And the access of
sensed States to the results of remote sensing hsve been gusrsn-
teed.

=

Of particular signif Flcance was 21lso the elszboration of the
1992 NPS Principles, becsuse it led, for the first time, to 2 clo-
se cooperation between both Subcommittees of the COPUOS, The re-
sulting Principles included many nav ideas and solutions of tech-
nically complex issues, which initiated further considerstions in
the STSC. Therefore, the review znd revision, which originslly was
stipuleted inthe final provigsion of the Principles,hzs not been
effected up to date, The STSC, however, sfter seyersl yaars of
joint considerations with Internationsl Atomic Energy Agency, was
eble te sgree on a "Safety Framework for Nuclear Power Source Ap-
plications in Quter Space" /Doc., 4/AC.105/534 of 1¢ May 2009/,Fur-
ther endeavours in this field mey be expected in next years,which
snould 2l1so rejuire the participation of the COPUOS Legal Subcom-
mittee in the elaboration snd eventusl revision of the 1992 NPS
Principles,

b,

embly @8 1its resolutions sre not legslly binding.
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Unlike the Spsce Treaties, the sets of Frinciples adopte
the Genergl Ass
Nevertheless, they reflect the legel conviction of the present in-
ternstionsl community., If followed by & constant prectice of Stetes

3

and internationsl orgenizstions, they may play & significant role
either in establishing customsry rules of internstional law or as

basis in future negotistions on internstionsl tresties to resgu-

W

te the same subjects in binding menner,
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/d/ Liscussions on specific issues relsting to spplication
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of UN Spsce Treasties

m

Tne LSC has recently concentrated on some specific guestion

“

I

of the existing UY Spsce Treaties, particulerly those relsting to

the Lisbility and Registration Conventions, ss spplied by Stzte



end internstional orgenizations in the light of new and expec-
ted space activities.

-

e first such item was the review of the concept of the
"launching State" and the conclusions of the discuss
were inserted in a specisl resolution 59/115 adopted by the Ge-

neral Assembly on 10 December 2004,

Adnother item of this category wss practice of States and in-
ternationel organizations in registering spece objects. The mein
purpose of this exercise was the elsborstion of recommendations
for enhencing sdherence to the 1975 Registration Convention and
improving these practices, They have been 2lso inserted in & spe-
cisl resolution 62/101 2dopted by the General Assembly on 17 De-
cember 2007. '

In 2007 the LSC agreed on the inclusion of 2 new item in its
agenda, nemely "Cener2l exchange of informstion on nstionsl legis-
lation relevant to the peaceful explorstion snd use of outer space"
to be considered under & workplan during 2008-11., The discussion
on this item 2llows 21l Stetes to understand the importance of ns-
tional regulatory frameworks for the development of their parti
cipation in space activities., The growing number of nation2l space
laws, which hsve been worked out in recent years,are an evidence

of this tren 14 &

Moreover, the COPUOS Legal Subcommittee contirnues ite discus-
sions on a number of "regular items", which have been on its agen-
de for meny years. One of those issues has been the definition and

the character and utilization of

delimitatisn of outer space and
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ciples Releveant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space
i

Another interesting subject, which wss included in the a
SC upon the initiestive of the Internzationsl Institute
1 s

8 s Protocol to the onvent on
ests 1n Mobile Egquipment, which wes conclu-

o} ¥
ded in Cspe Town /South Africa/ in November 2001. Such Protocol
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should establish s specisl registry for inseribin ng the loans to
u

be provided by finsnciers for scquiring = high value eg

3
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E
and in return, giving the finsnciers = cherge over the eguipment.
In the LSC, two outstaznding issues have been particulsrly discus-
sed, namely the possibility of the United Nations serving ss su-
pervisory guthority over the specizl registry snd the relstion-
ship between the terms of the drsft Spzce Protocol and the rights
and obligations of States under the legal rdgime applicable to

outer space,

Additional issues proposed by LSC members for discussion

A number of other issues, which should be tzken into sccount
in 8 near or more distant future for considerstion, have been pro-
posed by some individuel Membter States of the COPUOS or groups
thereof. The problems relating to the impact of space activities
on the Earth environment and the protection of spsce activities
belong to these proposzls. The generation of spsce débris and the
application of effective technical meazsures agzinst this kind of
pollution of outer space have already been under consideration in
the COFUOS Scientific and Technical Subcommittee. They led to the
elaboration of guidelines for prasctice and policies, which should
be implemented on & voluntsry basis through relsvant nationsl me-
chanisms., This document,called "SpsceDébris Mitigstion Guidelines
of the Committee on the Pesceful Uses of Quter Space", was endnr-
sed by the UN general Assembly in its resolution 62/217,0f 22 Te-
cember 2007. Seversl States,however, sre convinced that legsl =s-
pects of space dédbris should still be discussed sooner or lster
gal Subcommittee, which is the competent body for this
far the Stetes Members of the COPUOS only agreed to con-
engral exchenge of information on nationsl

. T 4
ction messures". Thles con-
e

the generstion of spe
s ) TLibris Mitigation Gu

nes oi the COFUOS" into & set of legal principles on spsced $-
8 d by the Legzl Subcommittee 2nd szdopted by the

"The sppropristeness and feasi/bility of drafiing 2 universal
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comprehensive convention on international space law" was 2lso
reised during the discussion on possible new items for the LSC

in recent years, cording to this idea, such e convention would
restate in = 51ngle document fundsmental principles contained in
the present Space Treaties and a2lso fill the gzps in the cur s
legel régime. Some States, however, oppose such proposzl by ar-
guing that the current legasl framework adeguately meets the needs
of the internationsl community in matters relsting to outer space
and en attempt at reopening the existing spsce treaties would
weaken their validity.

Character of the present system of space law

Curing the second hslf of the 20th century, @ body of prin-
ciples and rules establishing a specisl international status of
outer space, the Moon and other celestisl bodies and governing
space activities was progressively developed. The principles of
the 1967 OST created a core of the whole internationzl legsl sys-
tem 2nd are recalled and elaborated in other UN Space Tresties.
States and other relevant legal persons recognize the principles
of the OST and have not acted in the conduct of their activities
in conravention of those principles so s to visibly snd constant-
ly break them. The sets of Principles adopted by consensus in the
General A4ssembly of the United Nations, though not legslly bind-
ing, have been 2lso honoured in practice, 411 internationsl law
persons hsve accepted theintegrsl nzture of the space svstem &8s
whole, even 1f sgme of them are not yet explicitly bound by psr
culer elements of it., The general principles included in the 1
Lecleration and restated in the 1667 0ST, perticularly in the f
three Articles of the Treaty, represent pillars of the presenti sys-

1

tem of internstional spsce law and as such, they should be consi-

dersd 2s generally recognized legsl norms . These princigles have
been sccepted by the internstionsl community of States as & whole
end, in my assessment, they hsve thus gained the guelity of impe-
rative norms of genersl internstionzl law in the meaning of Arti-
cles 53 and 64 of the Viennaz Convention on the Lsw of Tresties,

sp2ce activities cannot yet claim to be =2 complets legel system.

Its further developmesnt depsnds on ths willingness of governments,

particulerly of the space pgwers, to cooperate towards this pur-
ose



In sddition to the UN space instruments,meny tilatersl snd
some multilateral ireaties regulesting space sctivities have been
concluded by two or more internationsl persons outside the frsme-
work of the United Nations or the relevant specizlized agencies

of its system of organiz2tions., They are slso parts of the precsent

international space law. Moreover, a number of States adopted, or
they are gbout to adopt, national space laws governing their own
space activities, including the sctivities of private entities
under their Jurisdiction. The national spsce legislation, however,
shall remzin in full harmony with internationsl space law, espe-
cielly with the principleé established by the UN Space Trassties.

In this way, @ wider concept of space law hess been emerging.
It comprises: the UN Space Tresties and the sets of UN Principles,
which provide 2 basis of the whole spsce law system; other inter-
national space agreements, including the relevant parts of the
statutes of intergovernmental orgaenizstiions, perticularly of in-
ternationsgl space organizations; and national lews implementing
and completing the international norms by sppropriste regulations
a i

ies performed under the jurisdiction of indivi-

f overview of internstional space
lew and its progressive development, it should be emphasized that
the rule of 1 e served and further stren
thened by Join
tainzbie developmemt of srace asctivities for pescefu
nt

the common interests of all mankind.



