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1. The Legal Sub-Committee opened its fourth session at the United Nations
Headouarters on 20 September 1965 under the chairmanship of Mr. Manfred Lachs
(Poland).

2. In his opening statement, the Chairwan observed that the elaboration of a
body of law governing space activities had lagged behind the advances in space
technology and science and that it was becoming imperative to narrow the gap.
He therefore urged the Sub-Committee to make substantive contributions to that
end. He also welcomed the newly elected Chairman of the Main Committee,

Mr. Kurt Waldheim (Austria), who made a statement.

3. The Sub-Committee decided to proceed with the consideration of the drarlt

agreements on assistance to and return of astronauts and space vehicles and on

liability for damage caused by objects launched into outer space. It held a total

of sixteen meetings. he views expressed in the Sub-Ccmmittee are surmarized in
document A/AC.105/C.2/8R.41-56.

b, The Sub-Cecmmittee concluded its work on 1 October 1965 by adopting the present
report. A list of the representatives of States members of the Sub-Cormmittee
attending the session, of the observers for specialized agencies and of the

secretariat of the Sub-Committee is appended to the present report as annex IIT.
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I. 'ssistarce to and rctuirn of astrcrauvts ard crace vehicles

—

5. The Legal Sub-Committee continued the consideration of the draft agreement on
assistance to and return of asbronauts and space vehicles on the basis of three

" Proposals: g revised draft on the rescue of astronauts and space ships in the
event of accident or emergency landing, submitted by the USSR
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(A/AC.105/C.2/L.2/Rev.2), a draft international asreement on assistance to‘and
return of astronauts and objects launched into outer space, submitted by the
United Stetes (A/AC.105/C.2/L.9) and a proposal (1G.I/17/Rev.l) submitted by
Australia and Canada by way of a working paper sugzesting a possible coupromise
text.

5. The follovwing amerdments were submitted: an amendment by the United States
concerning the text of article 1 (UG.I/BB); a joint proposal by Argentina, Lebanoﬁ
and Mexico containing a draft article 1 (UG.I/36);: an amendwent by the USSR
replacing article 4 of thie USSR draft by a new tert (WG.I/34); and an amendment b¥

2 gt = . J0 i . e

the United States containing a revised text of article L (WG.I/))) These
+ -r + (" ™ 2 (Ta =Ny o .
nroposals and amendments are reproduced in annexr T to the present report

y

e et ,
T The Sub-Ccumittee toock note ol the preliminary agreement wiaich had been
* - EN ma Ay an

reached on certain provisions of the dralft agreement on assistance to and return

* N ~ - a Kl
of personnel and space craft by the informal working party at the second part of
the Sub-Committee's third session.
8 It proceeded with the discussion of certain other provisions of the draft

. . R " co was

agreement and further clarification of positions was made. Although there wa

) o) : n PR 3

rapprochement of views on some points, substantial difference of views remained
. N . £ q t ad

on other points, and was recorded. In view of tinis the Sub-Committee did not add

151 co those mwaintai in the preceding paragraph.
any further provisions to those maintained in the 7 Z P I

iderati i raf ¥ ent 0
9 The Sub-Committee asreed that further consideration of the draft agreemen

rn should ntii at its next session.
assistance and return should be continued at its next s

IT. Liability for damare caused by objects launched into outer space

i g fore it thre rafts rning liability for damage
10. The Sub-Ccmmittee had before it three drafts concer o a 3

; ace: r 1 i reviousk
caused by the launching of objects into outer space: a draft Convention previo

— JO. -J"
submitted by the delegation of Belgium (A/AC.105/C.2/L.7/Rev.2 and Corr.l, 2 and J
a revised draft Convention submitted by the delegation of the United States
(a/AC.105/C.2/1.8/Rev.3); and a revised draft Convention submitted by the

delegation of Hungary (£/AC.105/C.2/L.10/Reév.l) the latter two draft Convention

)
+ + : B 3 D ~ il
e 1 it t its pre I ses On. In ne course of Tl
being submni [ d to he SU.D—CCLCMl Lee a8 its DPresent sSessl

i i ions of the three texts, an amendment to article IT (3)
Sub-Ccrmittee's discussions of the three texts,

the United The two new
1e Unite

w

submitted by Australia (VC.II/30).

IT to the

States proposal va
drafts and the Australian amendment are reproduced in annex

report.
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11. At the request of the Chairman, a comparative table (A/AC.lOS/C.E/W.Q/Rev.B)

of the provisions contained in the three draft Conventions was prepared by the

Secretariat. This table is appended as annex

IV to the present report.

A Field of application of Convention and exclusions from the application of
Convention (Belgian proposal: articic T (a); United States proposal:
article IT (1), article V; Hunsarian proposal: articles 1 (1) and 2,
article VIIT)

the

s

AR

12. It was agreed that the Convention should apply to damage cau

s

sed by space
objects

13. An
(a)

or should not be dealt with in the Convention;

o earth, in air space and in outer space.,

L
2

exchange of views tcok place on the following issues:

The question of whether nuclear damage caused by space objects should

(b) Vhether the nationals of the launching State, wherever they may be,
should be excluded from the benefits of the Convention;

(e)

(1) its nationals and (ii) bermanent residents in its territory should be excluded

frem the benefits of the Convention.

In case of damazes on the territory of the launching State, whether

B. Question of absolute liability and ex

oneration from liability (Belgian
proposal: article 1 (b) and (c¢); United Siates proposal: article IT (1)
and (2); Hungarian proposal: article ITI, article IV, article V)

1k,

An exchange of views took pPlace on the following issues:

(&) damage caused by one space object to another space
object should be based on fault or should be absolute;

(»)
(1)
wilful act or Gross neglizence'” on the part of the claimant State.
(2)
(e)

Wwould bar g State from eny e:

Whether liability for

The circumstances in which there might be exoneration from liability:

"Wilful misconduct”, or "wilful or reckless act or omission", or "a

"Natural disaster" or "force ma jeure".

The question whether the Convention should include provisions which

<oneration whatscever in cases where darage was

Caused ag a result of the excrcise of an unlawful activity by that State.
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C. States and international organizations made liable and question of joint : D. The sharing of liability where two or more St
: ‘ tat i

Tiability (Belgian proposal: article 3 Jarticle 2 (4)/, article O; ' €8 are involved

Qﬁi?ed States PTPDOS?l: article TT (l? farticle I.(d)/jrarticle 11 (3), P 18. An exchange of views took place on the issues relating to cases where two o 18 v

article TI1l; Hungarian proposal: article VI, article VII) , sore States would be liable to pay compensation, in pertion r )

: P articular, whether
1. Subject of liability - States liable 1 (a) the claimant State or States might proceed against any or all such
States,

15. It was agreed that where only one State was involved in launchinec, that State

should be liable and that the term "launching” included attempted launching. zﬁ (b) the claim might be presented individually or jointly for the total

16. An exchange of views took place concerning cases of joint launching involving ‘ auount of damage, 'ﬁi é
, (c) once a course of action was taken, individually or jointly, this should

two or more States. The following criteria contained in the various drafts were
\ preclude modification of the proceedings either
<

discussed without prejudging the link between those criteria and the nature of by the addition or the withdrawal ;

liability: i of proceedings against individual respondent States, g i
(a) Providing territory for the launching of a space object; i (d) +the amount recoverable from any respondent State should be reduced to i ﬁAL
(b) Providing facilities for the launching of a space object; the extent of any compensation received from any other respondent State | g
(¢c) Exercising control over the orbit or trajectory of a space object; . (e) the aggregate amounts of compensation paid should not exceed ;he amount F § s
(a) Owning or possessing a space object; | which would be payable if only one State were liable,
(¢) Procuring the launching of & space object; o (f) a general provision should be included in the Convention either i
(£) Participating in the launching of a space db ject ; , %nélcating that the Convention did not override agreements between States in a |
(g) Registration (international or national) of a space object. | x~ J?%n? venture regarding the sharing of 1iability or to the effect that a State L
which has paid compensation should have the right to an action For recourse a ainst E
2. International organizations other States who are co-liable, and in this connexion the specific provisionsgof aﬁ %
17. There was general agreement that international organizations engaged in space | :zzzizygznf ?itwéen sach States with reference to their Joint space activities §% “ 4
activities should be liasble under the Convention for damages caused by such " (s vaken into account, B

o . . . g) the provisions relati - - . .
activities. An exchange of views took place in respect of the relationship of the not + : ° ating to the foregoing points should be drafted so as
100 to prejudge the questi . ' ,
e . . R . . ion ae ‘s . u‘
liability of an international orgenization to that of its constituent members. tot ” * of the possible limitation or non-limitation of the i
.o . . . . . : ctal amount to be claimed. }
Different views were expressed on the relationship between an international 19 \ WL
; 5 e AN e‘rchqnﬁp Of .
. . - . . . s . . AL LANZe views al : - . . .
organization anc the Convention. One view was that the international organization ( ) SO took place on the following issues:
2l a) The question of joint intii
would become parties by accession; another view was that the appropriate provisions (b) } Joint-plaintiifs and co-defendants; H
3 Establishment o
, . N . . . s . of ~der of syt
of the Convention should be made to apply to an international organization which in ord an order of priority as between possible respondents
P Order to clarifv +l Joas g
. . . . . g v the d i s 3 .
undertock by declaration to comply with the Conventionj the view was also E v eclsive criteria on the subject. ;
: : 1

maintained that the Convention should simply provide for liability of internationd

organizations, but such organizations, not being on the same Tooting with States;:

should not become parties to the Convention nor accept it by way of declaration. ,
i
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E. The law applicable to compensation for damage (Belgian proposal: article 2 (1)
United States proposal: article IT (4); Hungarian proposal: article 2 (2))
and the question of limitation of liability in amount (United Stabes proposal:
article IX; Hungarian proposal: article 11 (1))

20. The discussion on this question led to a clarification of the positions of

the menbers of the Sub-Committee.

. ANNEX T

21. Tn the time available the Sub-Committee was unable to discuss other subjects.

Tt agreed to resume consideration of the draft Convention on liability at its next
Proposals and amendments relating to

assistance to and return of astronauts
and space vehicles

session.

TII. International agreement on the legal principles governing activities of
States in outer space

22. An opinion was expressed that the Legal Sub-Committee should immediately
start working out an international agreement containing legal principles governing
activities of States in the exploration and use of outer space.

2%, The Sub-Comnittee wishes to note that the foregoing summary of its work is
presented for information and that the agreements noted are of a preliminary and
provisional character. It is also noted that detailed statements of the members!

views may be found in the summary records.
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UNITED STATES: pronosal
(VG.1/33)

Article 1

Fach Contracting Party undertakes, in accordance with the present Aprecment:

(a) to regard astronauts as envoys 5f mankind in outer space and to vender tg
them all possible assistance in the event of accident, distress, or emergency
landing; lfo this end it shall employ every means at its disposal, including
clectronic and optical equipment. means of communication. and rescue facilities
of various kindsi7

ZTb) to fosber international co-operation in the conduct of operations to
find and salvage space objccts launched in accordance with the Declaration of
Tegal Principles Governingy the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use
of Cuter Spacei7

/{(b) to return promptly and safely to the launching State astronauts who

make such a landing; and

(c) 1o return to the launching State oshjects and component parts upon the

Ffurnishing of identifying data, 1f requested, prior o returnL/
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USSR: proposal
(Wa.1/34)

Replace Article L of the USSR draft (A/AC.105/C.2/L.2/Rev.2) with the

fllowing text:

Article L

Assistance outside the territory of a Contracting Party

If information is received or it is discovered that astronauts have alishted
3

owing to accident or distress, on the high seas or in any other place not under }
the jurisdiction of any State, search and rescue operations shall be conducted by
uch Contracting Parties as are in a position to carry out these operations,

These operations shall be conducted in such a vay as 1o ensure rgpid rescue and

- -1 - -he i
to this end the State which amnounced the launching shall undertake general
co-ordination of the rescue operations. These operations shall he carried out in
accordance with the recommendations and technical advice of the State which

announced the launching.
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ey e © ARGENTINA, LEBANON and MEXICO: joint proposal
%aéi??Eg?ATEo: proposal (ﬁ@.1/50)

. Article 1
Article h —

. ) General Provisions
Assistance outside the Territorvy of a Contracting Party

3 3 14 3 sl =9 M [~ ey - ~ O = b o S ey R E
IT informwation is received or it is discovered that personnel of a spacecraft

General duty 1. TBach Contracting Party shall, in accordance with the
to assist

- - - e . Bz
have suffered accident, are in distress, or have made an emerpgency landing, on thef

provisions of this Agreement, render all possible assistance to the

[6]

hizh seas or in any othcer place not under the jurisdiction of any State, and the

crews of spaceships in the event of accident. distress, or emergency

o . c s - . , ctake effective sear
Launching Ztate is not in a position immediately to undertake effective search

landing; to this end, it shall employ every means at its disposal

and rescue opcrations, such operations shall be conducted, in close and

including the most developed and effective means made available to

. - N Iy 3 - - 5 , s i 2 —)( v 5] )} C ) ¥ g G, e i » e
continuing co-cperation with the Launching State, by those Contracting Partie it by technology and those to be developed in the future.

thich are in a position to do so. The operations shall be conducted in a manner
ch ave in positi

Return of 2. A Contracting Party shall, in accordance with the
crsonnel and . . . . . R . .
pess . provisions set forth in this Agreement the objective of which isa

space objects *

PEES)

desisned to assure speedy rescue and talking account of requests and technical

advice from the State which announced the launching.

to attain the peaceful uses of outer space, do its utmost to

ensure the prompt and safe return to their own country of the

crew of the spaceship in the event of accident, distress, or

emergency landing and shall return to the launching State such

spaceship and its component parts upon the furnishing of

identifying data if requested prior to return.




A/AC.105/29
English
Annex TI
Page 1

: : ANVEX IT 5

Fronosals and amendments relating to liability for

damage
caused by objects launched into outer space
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Hungary: revised draft Convention concerning
Liability for Damage cauged by the Launching
of Objects into Outer Space

- (A/AC.105/C.2/L.10/Rev.1)

The Contracting States,

Recognizing the common interest of mankind in furthering the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space,

Recalling the Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, adopted by the General Aséembly;
on 13 December 196% as resolution 1962 (XVIII), :

Considering that the States and international organizations involved in the

;aunching of objectsrinto outer space should be internationally liable for damage -
‘caused by these objects,

Recognizing the need for establishing international rules and procedures
concerning such liability to ensure protection against damage caused by objects
launched into outer space,

Believing that the establishment of such rules and procedures would facilitat

the taking of the greatest possible precautionary measures by States and

international organizations involved in the launching of objects into outer space’

to protect against damage inflicted by objects launched into ocuter space,

Have decided to conclude the present Convention:

The scope of liability ; Cihe

Article I

1. The provisions of this Convention shall apply to compensation for loss

of life, personal ihjury or other impairment of health, and damage to property

lﬁereinafter called "damagei?:
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(a) Caused by an object launched into outer spéce; or
(b) Caused in outer space, in the atmosphere or on the ground by any ranned

or unmanned space vehicle or any object after being launched, or conveyed into

outer space in any other way,

but they shall not apply to nuclear damage resulting from the nuclear reéctor of
space objects. 4

2. Liability is also incurred even if, for any reason, the space vehicle
or other object has not reached outer space.

3.  For the purpose of this Convention "Space Object" means space ships,
satellites, orbital laboratories, containers and any other devices designed for
movement in outer space and sustained there Otherwise than by the reaction of air,

as well as theimeans of delivery of such objects and any parts thereof.

érticle II

1. Liability under this Convention shall not exceed...

2. A claim for damage may be advanced on the ground of loss of profits and

H

moral damage whenever compehsation for such damage is provided for by the law of

the State liable for damage in general.

Article ITI

Unless otherwise provided in articles IV and V, exemption from liability may

be granted only in so far as the State liable produces evidence that the damage has
resulted from natural disaster or from a wilful act or from gross negligence of

the party suffering the damage.

Article IV

1. Whenever damage 1s done to a space object or to perschns and property on

bcard by another space object, no claim shall arise between each other, except

in so far as the claimant State preduces evidence that the damage has been caused

becguse of the fault of the other State or of s person on behalf of whom the latter

State might present a claim (article VIII).

2. If in the case mentioned in raragraph 1, a claim arises on the part of a

third State, liability of the States liable for the space objects shall be joint

N

and several.
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Article V

The State shall assume liability for damage caused on the ground, in the

atmosphere or in outer space, if the damage occurred while exercising an unlawful

activity in outer space or the space vehicle or object was launched for unlawful

purpeses, or if the damage has otherwise resulted from an unlawful activity. In

such cases, the State liable shall be barred from any exoneration whatsoever.

The subject of liability
Article VI

1. Liability for damage shall rest with the State or international
organization which has launched or attempted to launch the space vehicle or object, 3 .

. . he

or in the case of a common undertaking, with all the States participating in the

undertaking or with the State from whose territory or from whose facilities the

. : . pre
launching was made, or with the State which owns or possesses the space vehicle or.’
object causing the damage. ' ) .
! Bite
2. Where liability may be laid upOn more than one State or international of
organization, their liability towards the claimant shall be joint and several.
Article VII
If liability for damage rests with an international organization, the she
financial obligations towards States suffering damage shall be met by the ;;:
international organization and by its member States jointly and severally. T
Claims, payment, arbitration i
Article VIII
A claim for damage may be made by & State in whose territory damage/has ‘ et
occurred or in respect of damage suffered by its citizens or legal entities whethe Sec
in the territory of that State or abroad. '
'Sec

Article IX

A claim must be presented within one year of the date of occurrence of the.

damage, or of the jdentification of the State that is liable. If the applicant
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State could not reasonably Le expected to havé known of the facts giving rise to the

claim, the claim must be presented within one year of the date on which these facts

officially became known.

Article X

The claim shall be presented through diplomatic channels. The claimant State
may request a third State to represent its interests in the event it has no

diplomatic relations with the State liable.

Article XI

1. In case the State liable does not satisfy the claim of the claimant State,
the clalm for compensation shall be presented to a committee of arbitration set
up by the two States on a basis of parlty This committee will determine its own
procedure. 2

2. Should the committee mentioned in paragraph 1 not arrive at a decision,
the States may agree upon an international arbitration procedure or any other method

of settlement acceptable to both States.

Article XTI

Claim for compensation for damage caused by a space ship of a foreign State

shall not constitute ground for sequestration or for the application of enforcement

measures to such space ship.

Final clauses

Article XIII

1. This Convention shall be open for signature to gll States. It shall be
Subject to ratification. Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. It shall enter into force thirty days after the deposit with the

oeCIetary General of the United Nations of the fift Fifth instrument of ratlflcatlon.
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Article XIV

States. Instrumenﬁs of accession shall Be deposited with the Secretary-General of:

the United Nations. ) . oy

Article XV

With respect to each State which ratifies the Convention or accedes theretoT
after the deposit of the fifth instrument of ratification, the Convention shall
enter into force thirty days after the date of deposit by the State of its ' %

instrument of ratification or accession.

3
wm
[}

Article XVi

Any Contracting State may denounce this Convention by nctification to the « o
Secretary-General of the United Nations. The denunciation shall take effect - . ¢
one year after the date on which the notification has been received by the

| , , ‘
% Secretary-General of the United Nations. v o pr

Article XVII

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall notify all Stateé
concerning: v ' _

(a) The Signafure of this Convention and the deposit of instiuments of
ratification or accession in accordance with articles XITI and XIV;

(b) The date of entry into force of this Convention in accordance with

@]
(5

artleles KIITI and XV;

(c) Denunciations veceived in accordance with article XVI.

Article XVIII - . oz

The original of this Convention, of which the texts in the Chinese, English,

French, Russian and Spanish languages are equally authentic, shall be deposited

coples thereof to all States.

with the Secretary-General of the United Naticns, who shall transmit certified




A/AC.105/29
English
Anney II
Page 7

United States of America: revised proposal

(A/AC.105/C.2/1.8/Rev.3)

CONVENTION CONCERNING LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE
TAUNCHING OF OBJECTS INTO OUTER SPACE

(Changes from the revised draft submitted on 20 October 196k are indicated

by underlined words (new language - except in preamble) and deletions by
crossing through.)

The Contracting Parties, -

Recognizing that activities in the peaceful exploration and use of outer
space may con occasicn result in damage,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 1962 (XVITI), entitled "Declaration

of Legal Principles Governing Activities of States in the Exploration and Use

of Cuter Space",

seeking to establish a uniform rule of 1liability and a simple and expeditious

procedure governing financial compensation for damage,

Believing that the establishment of such a procedure will contribute to the
growth of friendly relations and co-operation among naticns, ‘

Agree as follows:

ARTICLE T

For the purposes of this Convenbion

(a) "Damage" means loss of life, personal injury, or destruction or loss

of, or damage to, property.

(b) The term ”léunching” includes attempted launchings.
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(¢) '"Launching State" means a Contracting Party, or an international
organization which has transmitted a declaration retifisatier to the Sécretary-
Ceneral under Article III, paragraph 1, of this'Convention, which launches or
procures the launching of an oogect into outer space or whose territory or facility

is used in such launching, or which exercises control nver the orbit or tragectory

<

of an-object.

(R

(d) "Pregenting State" means a State which is a Contract 1ng Party, or an

international organization which has transmitted a declaration neL:

Secretary-General under Afticle III, paragraph 1 of this Convention, which present

a claim for compénsation to a Respondent State. " T
(e) "Respondent State" means a launching State, or an international : us

org anﬂaatwon which has transmitted a declaration nsiifiestzan to the Becretary- DY

N

General under Article III, paragraph 1 of this Convention, from which compensation ti

is scught by a Presenting State.

ARTICLE TI

1. The launchingz State shall be absolutely liable and undertakes to pay
compensation to the Presenting State, in accordance with the pTOV151onS of this
Convention, for damage on the earth, in air space, or in outer space, which is
caused by the launching of an object into outer space, regardless of whether such 
damage occurs during launching, after the 5bject has gone into orbit, or during
thevprocess of re-entry, including damage caused by apparatus or equipment used
in such launching.

2. Tf the damage suffered results either wholly or partially from a wilful.
or reckless act or omission dn the part of the Presenting State, or of natural or
juridical persons that 1t represents, the liabllity of the launching State to pay :
compensaticn under paragraph 1 of this Article shall, to that extent, be wholly
or partially extinguished. 7

3,  If under this Conventicn more than one launching State wculd shaiti be

m;,
"

- $n melation.t s TSN B + i
or-damage-in. relation-to any-one-ineident. under-thas

ligble L9-pey-ccHpeRsaticr-

Corwenrtion, the Presenting'State may proceed against any or all such States

individually or Jjointly for the total amounc of damages, and once the amount of - o TN

liability is agreed upon or otherwise pstablished, each such State proceeded H

against shall be liable to pay the-£zil that amou nt ef-swek-asczperratien, provide
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that, in no event shall the aggregate of the compensaticn paid exczed the amount
which would be payable under this Convention if only one Respondent State were
liable.

b, The compensation which a State shall be liable to pay fcor damage under
this Convention shall be determined in‘accordance with applicable principles of

international law, Justice, and equity.

' ARTICIE IIT

1. If an International organization which conduets space activities transmits
. . - 3 0 ) /-
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations a declaration that it accepts and
undertakes to comply with the provisions of the present Convention, all the

provisions, éxcept Articles X, XI, paragraph 2, ZITI, XIV, and XV, shall apply to

the organization as they apply to a State which is a Contracting Party.

5. The Contracting Parties to the prevent Convention undertake +o use their
besf endeavours to ensure that any international organization which conducts space
activities and of which they are constituent members is authorized to make and will

make The declaration referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article.

Ll i

L, In-the-evert-thakt-gn-inte erraszonal-organization-£fails-to-sa; v If within
one year of the date on vhlch ccmpensation has been agreed upon or otherwise

established pursuant to Article VII, an internsiional organization fails to Day

suci comnenoatlon, cachmenmber of the organization which is a Contracting Party

shall, upon service of notice of such default by the Presenting State within three

months of such default, be liable for such ccmpensation in the manner and to the

4

extent set forth in Article II, paragravh 3,

ARTICLE IV

1. A Contracting Party which suffers damace referred to in Article II
1S3 J S & : s

jO

~Xegr

f=

t-of-the-lavnekicg.of-ap-ob3

Peragraph 1, =as- eet—aaéeue&éey—sxaeej or whose
natural or juridical persons suffer such cdamage, may present a claim Ffor
Clrpensation to a Respondent State.

2. A Centracting Party may also present to a Respondent State a claim of

any natural person, other than a perscn having the nationality of the Respondent

zarensly residing in its territor:, However, a claim of any individual

State, =

claimant may be rresented by cnly cne Contracting Party.
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3. A claim shall be presented through the diplomatic channel. A Cbntracting'

2.
rty may request another State to present 1ts claim and otherwise represent its
two Or 1
terest in the event that it does nog maintain diplomatic relations with the
: oined
spondent State. J
. ’ . L joined 1
L, Notice of a claim must be presented within one year of the date on which
manner
le accident occurred or, if the Presenting State could notv reasonably be expected
Presen
sy have known oi the Ffacts giving rise to the claim, within one year of the date
' they na
, which these Tacts became known to the Presenting State.
: vay .
ARTICLE V 5.
. _ L,
A State shall not be liable under this Convention for damage suffered by its: Hb .
: y majcx
/m nationals. 7
5.
ARTICLE VI - be bindi
G.

1. The presentation of a claim under this Convention shall not require

“ccnmissi
vhaustion of any remedies in the Respondent State which might otherwise exist.

2, If, however, the Presenting State, or any natural or juridical person

hom it might represent, elects to pursue a claim in the administrative agencies

r courts of the Respondent State or pursue otrer international remedies outside. oo P?&
his Convention, it the Presenting State shall not be entitled to pursue a EEEE | - rithout
laim under this Convention. ‘
ARTICLE VII The
' “respect
1. IT a claim presented under this Convention is not settled within one ye :
rom the date Eﬁuﬂéiﬁﬁ dbcumentation is completed, the Presenting State may reque
-he establishment of a commission to decide the claim. In such event, the
?espondent State and the Presenting State shall each promptly appoint one persogi VhichAzZ
to serve on the commission, and a third person, who shall act as chairman, shall ‘Be refer
oe appointed by the President of the International Court of Justice. II the - for deci
Respondent State fails to appoint its mewber W1th1n three months, the person =
ipdividual appointed by the President ol the International Court of Justice shall
constitute the sole menber of the commission. ' N

Mendmen

o
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2, Mo increase in the membershla ol the comm1381on shall +take

place where
Skan-9ne Presennlnc

States Or Respondent States are
“joined in any one broceeding before the cominission.

joined may collectively appoint one per

4wo or more Shere-ig-meve-t

The Presentinu States so

son to serve on “he commission in the same

manner and subject to the same conditions as 1w

Presenting State. Similarly, wher

they may collectively appoint

culd be the case for a single

e two or more Respondent States are so Joined,

one person to serve on the commission in the same
Cway.

3. The commission shall determine its own procedure.
l#'.

- 5 The comm1851on shall conduct itg business ang ary
bs . by majority vote,

5. The decision of the commission shall be rend
be binding upon the parties, '

6.

ive at its decision

ered e: ‘peditiously and shall

The expenses incurred in connexion with any Proceeding

before the
ccmm1531on snall be divided equally between the Parties in the pr

Oceeding.

ARTICLE VIIT

without loss of value into the currency of or uged by'the Presenting Snate.

ARTICLE IX

The liability of the launching State shall not exceed $

with
respect to each launching.

ARTICLE X

 Any dispute arising frcm the interp

retation or application of thig
vhich is not

Conventlon,

Previously settled by other peaceful means of their own choice,

be referred by any Contracting Party ther
for decision,

may

reto to the International Court of Justice

ARTICLE X

1. A Contracting Party may Propose amendments to thig

Convention. An
amendment shall come into force for each Contracting Party ac

cepting the amendment
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on acceptance by a majority of the Contracting Parties, and therealfter for each
remaining Contracting Party on acceptance by it.
2. After this Convention has been in force five years a revision conference

may be called upon the request of a majority of Contracting Parties.

"ARTICLE XII

& Contracting Party may give notice of withdrawal from this Convention five
vears after its entry into force by written notification to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations. Such withdrawal shall take effect one year from the date

of receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General. susk-wizkdrawal-shall-re

e

elicve-a-State A State withdrawing from this Convention shall not thereby be

yelieved of any obligation or liability with respect to damages arising before

withdrawal becomes eifective.

ARTICLE XIII

The Convention shall be open for signature by States Members of the Uhited
Nations or of any of the specialized agencles or Parties to the Statute of the
International Court of Justice, and by any other State invited by the General
Assenbly of the United Nations to become a party. Any such State which does not
sign this Convention may accede to it at any time.

0 . J %

ARTTICLE XIV

This Convention shall be subject to ratification or approval by signatory

States. Instruments of ratification or approval and instruments of accession

shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

ARTICLE XV

This Conven:ion shall enter into force thirty days following the deposit of tﬁ
£ifth instrument of ratification, approval or accessiocn. t shall enter into force i
as to a State ratifying, approving, or acceding thereafter upon deposic of its

instrument of ratification, approval or accession.
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ARTICLE VI

The Secretary-General of the Unit

el Nations ghall inform all States referred
to in Article JIITI of signatures, deposits of instruments of ratification, approval,
or accession, declaratiocns referred o in Arti

cle IIT, Paragraph 1, the date of

entry into force of this Convention, proposals for amendments, notificaticns of
aéceptances of amendments, the date of entry into force of each amendment , requests

-
L

for the convening of a revision conference, and notices of withdrawal, and shall

transimlt to those States certified comies of each amendment proposed.

ARTICLE XVIT

This Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish
texts are equally authentic, shall pe deposited with the Secretary-General of +the
United Nafions, who shall send certified copies of each.zg the States mentioned
in Arbicle XIIT.
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AUSTRALIA: - Draft amendment to Article IT (3) of the United States pronosal
' (§[§9;29§f§:§fé;§lgﬁﬁ;i>

(We.11/50)

‘Replace the paragranh with the following text (which, as will be seen,
incorporates virtually the whole of the American text, with only one substantial
‘addition, which is underlined. The pronosed text is set out below ih a Torm
which incorporates all the suggested alterations so as to make it easier to
consicder the effect of the revised paragraph as a whole.):

B If uncer this Convention two or more launching States would be

liable to pay compensation, the Presenting State may proceed against

any or 21l of such States individually4or jointly for the total amount

of damages. Once the amount of that liability is agreed upon or '

othervise established, each such State proceeded against shall be

lieble to pay that amount, subject, however, to the condition that the

emount recoverable by the Presenting State from any Respondent State

shall be reduced to the extent of any compensation received in respect

of that claim by the Presenting State from any other Respondent State,
to the intent that in no case shall the aggregate of the compensation
paid in respect of any one injury exceed the amount which would be

payable under this Convention if only one Respondent State were liable.
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ANNEX IV

LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE CAUSED EY ORJECTS
LAUNCHED INTO CUTER SPACE

Comparative table of provisions contained in the proposals submitted

by Belgium (A/AC.1C5/C.2/L.7/Rev.2 and Corr.l, 2 and 3; and WG.11/27)

the United States of America (A/AC.105/C.2/L.8/Rev.3) and Hungary
(A/AC.105/C.2/1.10/Rev.1)
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Preamble

Definitions

Defintions (cont'd)

BELGIUM: PROPOSAL (A/AC.105/C.2/L.T/Rev.2
and Corr.l, 2 and 3; and WG.1I1/27)

CONVENTION ON THE UNIFICATION OF CERTAIN
RULES GOVERNING LIABILITY FCOR DAMAGE
CAUSED BY SPACE DEVICES

The Contracting Parties, -

Recalling the Declaration of Legal
Principles Governing the Activities of States
in the Exploration and Use of Cuter Space
adopted by the General Assembly of the United
Netiorz on 13 December 1963 and embodied in
resolution 1962 (XVIII),

Recognizing that activities in the
exploration and peaceful uses of outer space may
from time to time result in damage,

Recognizing the need to establish rules
governing liability with a view to ensuring that
compensation is paid for damasge thus caused,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 2

"Damage" shall be understood to mean any
loss for which compensation may be claimed under
the law of the place where the loss is caused.
Any demage suffered bty a shlp, alrcraft or space
device and by the persons and property carried
therein shall be deemed to have been cauéed in
the territory of the Tlag State or, in the case
of a space device and the persons and property
carried therein, in the territory of the
launching~ State.

"Launching" shall be understood to mean an
attemptgd la‘unc )

hing or: & launching operation

T,

Avtdarla M famms t3)

UNITED STATES: FPROPOSAL
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.8/Rev. 3)

CONVENTION CONCERNING LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE
CAUSED BY THE LAUNCHING OF OBJECTS INTO
OUTER SPACE

The Contracting Parties,

Recognizing that activities in the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space may on
occasion result in damage,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 1962
(XVIII), entitled “Declaretion of Legal

Principles Governing Activities of States in
the Exploration and Use of Outer Space”,

Seeking to establish a uniform rule of
liability and a simple and expeditious procedure
governing financial compensation for damege,

Believing that the establishment of such a
procedure will contribute to the growth \of
friendly relations and co-operation among

nations,

Agree as follows:

Article I

For the purposes of this Convention
(a) ™Damege" means loss of life, -personal

injury, or destruction or loss of, or damege to,

. property.

(b) The term "launching" iamcludes
attempted launchings.

(¢) "Launching State" means a Contracting
Parfy, or an international organization which
has transmitted a declaration to the Secretary-
General under Article III, paragraph 1, of this
Convention, which launches or procures the

5

launching of an object into outer space or whose

HUNGARY: PROPOSAL
{A/AC.105/C.2/L.10/Rev. 1)

CONVENTION CONCERNING LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE
CAUSED BY THE LAUNCIHING OF OBJECTS INTO
OUTER SPACE

The Contracting States,

Recognizing the common intersst of menkind
in furthering the peaceful exploration and use of
outer space,

Recalling the Declaration of Legal Principles
Coverning the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, adopted by the
General Assembly on 13 December 1963 as resolution
1962 (XVIII),

Considering that the States and international
organizations involved in the launching of objects
into outer space should be internaticnally liable
for damage caused by phese objects,

Recognizing the need for establishing
international rules and procedures concerning such
liability to ensure protection against demage
caused by objects launched into outer space,

Believing that the establishment of such rules
and vprocedures would facilitate the taking of the
greatest possible precautiocnary measures by States
and international organizations involved in the .
launching of objects into outer spece to protect
against damage inflicted by objects launched into
outer space,

Have decided to conclude the present

Convention:
Article I

1. The provisions of this Convention shall
apply to compensation for loss of life, personal
injury or other impairment of health, and damage. to
property (hereinafter called "damege"): ...

3., For the purpose of this Convention "Space
Object" means space ships, satellites, orbital
laboratories, containers and any other devices
designed for movement in outer space and sustained
there otherwise than by the reaction of air, es well
as the means of delivery of such objects and any
parts thereof.




“Derintiong (cont 'd)

Field of application
and exemptions from
Provisions of
agreement

Arcicle 2 (cons'a)
proper, whether or not it fulfils expectations
of those responsible therefor.

"Space device" shall be understood to mesn
any device intended to move in space and
sustained there by means other than the reaction
of air, as well as the equipment used Jor the
launching and Propulsion of the device.

"Launching State" shall be understood to
mean the State or States which carry out the
launching of a space device or whose territory
is used for such launching.

"Applicant State" shall be understood to
mean the State which has been injured or whose
nationals or permanent residents have been
injured, and which Presents a claim for

coipensation.
Article 1

(e} ... "wilfwl misconduct” shall be understood
to mean any act or omission perpetrated either
with intent to cause damage or rashly and in full

Imowledge that damage will probably result.

Article 1

() The provisions of this Convention shall
apply to compensation for damage caused to persons
Or property by a space device or space devices.
They shall not apply to compensation for damage
caused in the territory of the launching State or
suffered by its nationals or permanent residents

Article I (cont'd)

territory or Tacility is used in such launching,
or vwhich exercises control over the orbit or
trajectory of an object.

(d) "Presenting State" means a State which
is a Contracting Party, or an international
organization which has transmitted a declaration
to the Secretary-General under Article 111,
paragraph 1 of this Convéntion, which presents a
claim for compensation to a Respondent State.

(e) "Respondent State" means a launching
State, or an international organization which
has transmitted a declaration to the Secretary-
General under Article III, paragraph 1 of this
Convention, from which conpensation is sought by

a Presenting State.

Article II

L. The compensation which a State shall be
liable to pay for damage under this Convention
shall be determined in accordance with applicable
rrinciples of international law, justice and

equity.
Article 11

1. The launching State shall be absolutely
liable and undertakes to pay compensation to the
Presenting State, in eccordance with the
provisions of this Convention, for damage on ‘the
earth, in air §pace, or in outer space, which is
caused by the launching of an object into outer
space, regardless of whether such damage occurs
during launching, after the object has gone
into orbit, or during the process of re- entry,
including damage caused by apparatus or equipment
used in such launching.

Article v

A State shall not be liable under this
Convention for damage suffered by its own
nationals,

[PVCOFEIVINN
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Article IT

2. A claim for damage may be advanced on
the ground of loss of profits and moral damege
whenever compensation for such damage is provided
for by the law of the State liable for damage in

general.
Article T

1. The provigions of this Convention shall
apply to compensation for loss of life, personal
injury or other impeirment of health, and damage to
property (hereinafter called "damage" ) :

(a) caused by an object launched into outer
space, or
(b) caused in outer spece, in the atmosphere

or on the ground by any manned or unmanned space
vehicle or any object after being launched, or
conveyed into outer space in any other way,

but they shall not apply to nuclear damage resulting
from the nuclear reactor of space objects.

2. Liability 1s also incurred even if, for
any reason, the space vehicle or other object has
not reached outer space.



-

State and international
organizations made
liable and question of

joint liability

Article 3

The launching State shall be held liable for
campensation for damage caused in the
circumstances stated in article 1, as defined in
article 2. If several States participate in the
launching of a space device, each of them shall
ve liable for compensation for the whole of the
damage, and a claim for compensation may validly
Ve addressed to any one of them.

[Article 2

"Launching State" shall be understood to
mean the State or States which carry out the
launching of a space device or whose territory

is used for such launchingﬂ-’.
Article &

International organizations acceding to this
Convention in accordance with the provisions of
articie 5 shall have the same rights and
obligations as States. The States members of the
said international organization shall be held
jointly liable Tor the obligations of the latter,
in the same manner as provided for in article 3,
whether or not such States are parties to the
Convention. The accession of an international
organization shall be accompanied by a
notification of the acceptance by the States
menbers of the organization concerned of the joint
cbligations so assumed.

The claims referred to in article 4 (a) may,
in the case of the international organization,
be pressnted through the Secretary-General of the

United Hations.

Articlie IT

1. The launching State shall be absolutely
liable ....

jArticle T

(c)

Party, or an international organization which

"launching State" means a Contracting

has trensmitted a declaration to the Secretary-
General under Article III, paragraph 1, of this
Convention, which launches or procures the

launching of an object into outer space or whose
territory or facility is used in such launching,
or which exercises control over the orbit or

trajectory of an objectu7

%, If under thie Convention more than one
launching State would be liable the Fresenting
State may proceed against any or all such States
individually or jointly for the total amount of

damages, and once the amount of liability is

' agreed upon or otherwise cstablished, each such

State proceeded against shall be ligble to pay
that amount provided that, in no event shall the
agéregate of the compensation paid exceed the
amount which would be payable under this
Convention if only one Respondent State wer’e.

liable.
Article 11l

1. If an international organization which
conducts space activities transmits to the
Secretary-General of .the United Nations a
declaration that it accepts and undertales to
comply with the provisions of thz present
Convention,
XI, paragreph 2, XIII, XIV, and XV, shall api)ly

to the organization as they apply to & State

which is a Contracting Party.
2. The Contracting Parties to the present
Convention undertake to use their best

to insure that any international organization

which conducts space activities and of which they

are constituent members is authorized to make and

all the provisions, except Articles X,

endeavours

Article VI

1. Liability for damage shall rest with the
State or international organizetion which has launched
or attempted to launch the space vehicle or object,
or in the case. of a common undertaking, with all the
States participating in the undertaking or with the

State from whose territory or from whose facilities

" the launching was made, or with the State which owns

or possesses the space vehicle or object causing-the

damage.

2. Where li}ability may be laid upon more than
one State or international organization, thelr
liability towards the claimant shall be joint and

several.
Article VII

If liability for damage rests with an
international oi‘ganization, the financial obligations
tovards States suffering demage shall be met by the
international organization and by its member States

jointly and severally.
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‘Quesition of absolute
diabilit;

uesticn of

icers is authorized to make and

care constituent me

(cont 'a)

3. If within one ear ol the date on wiich

conpensation has been agreed upon or cth»\m.,e
Article VIT, an

fails to pay such

. established pursuant to

international organization
orpensation each menber of the organization
which is a Contracting Farty shall, upon service
State
be liable

of notice 'of such default vy the Presenting

within three months of such default,
for such compensation in the manner and to the

t Torth in Article iI,

ox

tent se paragraph 3.

Article 1 "Article II

event causiné the 1. The launching State shall be abgolutely

liable ang

(v)  “the occurrence o the

damage shall create a liability for compensation undertakes to pay compensation to the

once proof has been given that there is a Presenting State, in accordance with the

relationship of cause and effeet botween the provisions of this Convention, for damage on tho_

*» on the one hand, and the launching, motion 'ea_rth, in air space, or in outer space, wvhich is

or descent. ol all or part of the space device, on - caused by the launching of an object into outer

the other hand. space, regardless of whother such dama{re oceurs

(¢) Liability for co ensation shall cease during launching, after the objiect has gone into

to exist in the event of wilful misconduct on the or during the wvrocess of re-entry,

"Wilful misconduct”

oroit,
part of the apulicant State. including damage caused by apparatus or equipment
shall be understood to mean any act or omssmn used in such launching.
berpetrated either mth intent to cause damagg 2. If the dmnzq_,; suffered results either
or rashly and in full nowloacre that damage will vholly or partially from a wilful or reckless
probably result. act or omission on the part of the Presenting
) State, or of natural or juridical persons that
it represents, the liability of the launching
State to pay compensation under paraegraph 1 of
this article shall, to that extent, be wholly

or partially extinguished.

i el A
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Article IIT
Unless otherwise provided in Articles TV and
V, exemption from liab-1i ty may be granted only in
S8 far as the State liabile produces evidence that
the damage has resulted rrom natural disaster or
from a wilful act or from gross negligence of the

party suffering the danage.
Article IV

1. Whenever damage is done to a space object
or to persons and Property on board by another space
object, no claim shall arise between each other,
cxcept in so far as the claimant State produces
evidence that the damage has been caused because of
the fault of the other State or of a person on
behalf of whom the latter State -
claim /Article VIII.

2. If in the case mentioned in Paragraph 1, a

claim arises on the paxrt of a thirg State, liability

“ght present.a

of the States liable for the space objects shall be

Joint and several.

Article v

The State shall assume liability for demege
caused on the ground, in the atmosphere or in outer
srace, if the damage occurred while exercising an
unlawful activity in outer space or the space vehlcln
or object was launched for unlawful burposes, or if
the danage has otherwise resulted from an unlewful
In such cases the State 1iable shall be

barred from any- exoneration whatsoever.

activity.
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Question of absolute
lianility and
ieration from
hility (cont'd)

Limitation of
liability in amount

Payment of compensation
in convertible currency

Fresentation of claims
by States or
international
organizations and on
Bbehall of natural or
Juridical persons

Article k&

(a)

shall ve Tixed and payable either in the currency

Sums due in compensation for damage

of the applicant State or in a freely transferable

currency.
Article 2

5. "Applicant State" shall be understood
to mean the State which has been injured or whose
nationals or permenent resideuts have besn
injured, and which presents a claim for

compansation.

Article IX

The liambility of the launching State shall
not exceed $ with respect to cach

launching.
Article VIII
Payment of compensation shall be made in &
currency convertible readily and without loss of
value into the currency of or used by the
Presenting State.
Article IV
1. A Contracting Party vhich suffers
damage referred to in Article II, paragraph 1,
or whose natural or juridical persons suffer such
damage, may present a claim for compensation to a
Respondent State.
2. A Contracting Party may also present
to a Respondent State a claim of any natural
person, other than a person having the
nationality of the Respondent State, residing in
its territory. However, a claim of any
individual claimant may be presented by only one

Contracting Party.
Article TII

1. If an international organizetion which
conducts space activitics transmits to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations a
declaration that it accepts and undertakes to
comply with the provisions of the present
Convention, all the provisions, except Articles X,
XI, paragraph 2, XIII, XIV and XV, shall apply
to the organization as they apply to a State which

is a Contracting Party.

Arvicle VIT

Article III

Unless otherwise provided in Articles IV end V,
exemption from ligbility may be granted only in so
far as the State liable produces evidence that the
damage has resulted from natural disaster or from a
wilful act or.from gross negligence of the party

suffering the damage.
Article I1

1. Liability under this Convention shall not

exceed ....

Article VIII

A claim for damage may be made by a State in
whose territory damage has occurred or in respect
of damage suffered by its citizens or legal entities
whether in the territory of that State or abroad

v




Joinder of actions

Presentation of
claims Tor
compensation through
diplomatic channel

' . -
T Time-limits for
Presentation of claims

Pursuit of remedies
available in liable
State or under other:
international
agreenents

Article 4
Sfrlcte &

(1)

there is more than

There shall ve Joinder of claims where

one applicant in respect of

damage due to the same ev or where more than

one State is liable and the damage was caused by

more than one space device.

Article 4

(a) Within two years arter the occurrence
or' the damage, or after the identification of the
State liable under article 2, the applicant State
shall present through the diplomatic channel, to
he State which 1t holds liable, all claims for
compensation concerning itself and its nationals

and residents.

Article 4
(a) Within two vears after the occurrence of
the danage, or after the identification of the

State liable under article 2, the applicant State
shall present through the diplomatic channel, to
the State which it holds liable, all claims Tor
compensation concerning itseli and its nationals
and residents, .

(e) The periods specified in this article
shall not be subject to interruption or

suspension.
Article 4

(v) 1r the applicant, State or a person
represented by it brings an action for
compensation before the Courts Or administrative
organs of the State recelving the claim, if shall
not at the same time present g claim for
compensation for the same damage under the
The said

provisions shall not be considered to require,

provisions of thig Convention.
by
implication, the prior exhaustion of such

renedies ag may exist under the rules of ordinary

law in the State receiving the claim.

Article VvIY
——C& Vi

2. Ho increase in the memvership of the

commission shall tare place where two or more
Presenting States or Respondent States are joined
in any one broceeding before the cortnission.
the Presenting States so Jjoined may collectively
appoint one person to serve on the commission in
the same manner and subjoet to the same
conditions as would be the case for a single
Presenting State. Similarly, where two or more
Respondent States are so joined, they may
collectively appoint one f)erson to serve on the

comnission in the same way.
Article Iv Article X

3. A claim shall be Presented through the
diplomatic channel.

"The claim shall be presented through diplomatic

A Contracting Party may channels. The claimant State may request a thirg

request another State to present its claim ang State to represent its interests in the event it has

otherwise represcnt its interest in the event no diplomatic relations with the State liable.
that it does not maintain diplomatic relations

with the Respondent State.

Article IV Article IX

b, Notice of a claim must be presented A claim must be presznted wit}iin one year of the
vithin one year of the date on which the accident date of occurrcnce of the damage, or of the
occurred or, if the Presenting State could not identification of the State that is liable. If the
reasonably be expected to have known of the facts applicant State could not reasonably be expected to

#iving rise to the claim, within one year of the the

claim rmust be Presented within one v-ar of the date on

have knowm of tha Tacts giving rise to the claim,
date on which these facts becarie known to the
Presenting State.

which these facts off‘iciélly becane knowm,

Article vI
—tt vy

1. The presentation of a claim under this
Convention shall not require exhaustion of any
remedies in the Réspondent State which might
otherwise exist.

2. If, hovever, the Presenting State, or
any natural or juridieal berson whom it might
represent‘, elzcts to bursuz a claim in the
administrative agencies or courts of the Responden_t
State or pursue international remedies outside
this Conventicn, the Prcsent_ing State shall not be
entitled to pursue such claim under this

Convention.




Space object not to
e subject to
sequestration or
enforcement measure

Jurisdiction of
ITntarnatinnal Nrooars

¢laim has not

(c)

taten, within six

If the State receiving the

months after being approached,

.on considered sa

applicant Stete, the latter may have recourse to

arbitration.

wWithin ninety days of the date of the request

drossed to it by th~ applicant State, the State

riving the clain shall anpoint one arvitrator,

anpoint a second and

IT the State receiving the claim

ts arvitrator within the

ils to appoint i

prescribed period, the person appointed o;

* the international Court of

sols arbitrator.

to law and by majority vote.

it shall wmake an award within six months after

the date of its ablishient and its decisions

shall be binding.
(@)

all oe

rensation for damage

Sums due in co

s and payavle either in the currency

fixed

ifrezly transferable

(o]

T the applicant State or in &
currency.
¢

{e)

shall not ve subject to interruption or

The periods specified in this article

suspension.
()

there is more then one applicant in respect of

There shall be joinder of claims where

damage due to the sam: event or where more than
onz Stete is liavle and the damage was caused by

more than ons swpace device.

. con

Article VII

1. I a 1 presented under this
Convention is not settlcd within one year frow
the datc on which docunerntation is completed,

© request the

the Presenting State .

tablishment of a commisgion to

claim. In such event, the Respondent State and

Jtly appoint

the Presenting State shall each Pre

one person to sarve on the coummission, and a

third person, who shall act as chairman, shall
ce appointed by the President ot the

Justice. If the

ywernational Court of

resnondent State Tails to appoint its m

the

hin three months, ihe wperson appointed Y

Fresident o international Court of Justice

sole ne

shall co

2. No increase in the membership of the

commission shall take place where two or more-

ed

spondent States are join

Presenting States or I
in any one proceeding vefore the commission. The
fresenting States so joined may collectively
appoint one person to serve on the commission in

the same manner and suvject to the same conditions

le Presenting

as would be the casc for a si

g
State. Similarly, where two or more Respondent
tates are so joined, they may collectively
appoint one person to serve on the commission in
the same way.

3. The commission shall determine its own
procedure.

L. The comuission shall conduct its

business and ar at its decision oy majority

vote.

5. The decigsion of the commission shall be
rendered expeditiously and shall be binding upon
the parties. '

é. The expenses incurred in connerxion with
any proceeding before the commission shall be
divided equally beiween the parties in the

proceeding.

Article X

Article

1. In case the State liable does not satisfy
the claim of th- claimant State, the claim for

iittee ol

compensation shall be presented to a cou

arbitration set up by the two States on a basis of

parity. This Committece will determine its own

procedure. ’
2.

paragraph 1 not arrive at a decision, the States may

Should the committee mentioned in |

agree upon an international arvitration procedure or
any other method of scttlement acceptable to both

States.

Article XII

Claim for compensation for demage caused by a
space ship of a foreign State shall not constitute -
ration -or for the application of

¥ 7 4 £

25 xy”

ground :foz" 8
&hi lapace.

eqyeat
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. Jurigdiction’or =
International Court
of Justice

Partics to agreement,
signature, accession 1
and ratification :

Article 5
This Convention shall be open for signature
by Stetes Members of the United Rations or any of
the specialized agencies or parties to the Statute
of the International Court of Justice, and by any
other State or international organization
invited by the Gereral Assembly of the United
Nations to become a Party to the Convention. Any
‘ State or international organization which is
i invited to do so but does not sign this Convention
may accede to it at any time.
2. This Con&ention shall be subject to
ratification or approval by signatory States.
; Instruments of ratification or approval and
3 instruments of accession shall be deposited with
\

P " the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Entry into forece Article_z

3. This Convention shall enter into force thirty
days after the date of the deposit of three
instruments of ratification, approvel or
accession. Tor each State which deposits its
instrument of ratification, approval or accession
after the entry into force provided for in the
Dreceding paragraph, this Convention shall enter
into force on the date orf deposit of such

instrument.

Amendients Article 8

This Convention mey be amended or
supplemented at the propoéal of one or more
Contracting Parties. Such amendments shall take
the form of additional protocols which shall be
binding on such Contracting Parties as ratify,
Such protocols shall
enter into force when the mejority of the

approve or accede to them.

tiaim ror compensation Ior damage caused by a

space ship of a foreign State shall not constitute
ground for'sequegtration or for. @he<applicatiou of

Afticle’xi

¢y

Any dispute arising from the interpretation

or application of this Convention, wiich is not
previously settled by other reaceful means of
their owm choice, may be referred by any
Contracting Party thercto to the Internati-nal

Court of Justice for decision.

Article XIIX
This Convention shall be open for signature
by States Members of the United Nations or any
of the srecialized agencies or Parties to the
Statute of the Internationsl Court of Justice,
and by any other State invited by the General
Assenbly of the United Nations to becone a
party. Any such State which does not sign this
Convention may accede to it at any time.
Article X1V
.This Convention shall be subject to
ratification or aprroval by signatory States.
Instruments of ratification or approval and
instruments of accession chall be deposited with

the Secretary-General of the United Nations

Article XV

1%i; Convention shall enter into force thirty
days following the deposit of the rifth
instrument of ratification, approval or
accession. It shall enter into force as to a
State ratirfying, approving, or accading thereafter
upon deposit of its instrument of ratificaticn,

approval, or accession.

Article XI

1. A Contracting Party may propose
An amendment
shall come into force for each Contracting Party

amendments to this Convention.

accepting the amendment on acceptance by a
majority of the Contracting Parties, and
thereafter for each remaining Contracting Party

on acceptance by it.

nforce,

Article XTII
1, This Convention shall be open for signature
to all States.

Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with

It shall be subject to ratification. .

the Secretary-General of the United Nations
Article XIV

After the Convention enters into force it shall

be open for accession to other States. Instruments
of accession shall be

General of the United

deposited with the Secretary-

Hations.

Article XIIT

2. It (the Convention) shall enter into
force thirty days after the deposit with the
Secretéry-ceneral of the United Nations of the fifth

instrument of ratification.
Article Xv

With respect to each State which>ratifies the
Cohvention or accedes thereto after the deposit of
the fifth instrument of ratification, the Convantion
shall enter into force thirty days aftsr the date of
deposit by the State of its instrument of ratification

or accession.




Amendments (cont'd)

Withdrawal from and
denunication of
agrecment

Hotifications by
Secretary-General

-1~

Authentic text and
deposit of agreem=nt

Article 8 (cont'd)

Contracting Parties to this Convention have thus

accepted them.

Article 7

Fach Coutracting Party may notify the
Secretary-General of the United Nations of its
vithdrawal from this Convention not less than
five years alter its entry into force. Such
withdrawal shall take effcct one yeai after
receipt of the notice which must be in writing.
Such withdrawal shzll not relieve the Contracting
Farty concerned of any obligation or liability
arising from damege inflicted before its
withdrawal takes effect.

Article ¢

The Secretary-General of the United Nations
shall inform signatory States, and those which
ratify, approve or accede to this Convention, of
signatures, the deposit of instruments of
ratification, approval or accession, the entry
into force of this Convention, proposals for
amendments, notifications of acceptance of

additional protocols, and notices of withdrawal.

This Convention, of which the Chinese, Fnglish

French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally
authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-
Ceneral of the United Nations, who shell send -

certified true copies to all signatory States and

to any State Member of the United Nations which

80 requests.

Article XI (cont'd)

2. After this Convention has been in force
five years a revision conference may be called
upon the request of a majority of Contracting
Parties.

ticle XII

A Contracting Party may give notice of

withdrawal from this Conveation five jyears after

its entry into force by written notification to

the Secrstary-General of the United Mations
Such withdrawal shall take eifect cne year from
the date of receipt of the notification by the
Secretary-General. A State withdrawing from
this Convention shall not thereby be relieved of
any obligation or liability with respect to
demages arising before withdrawal becomes

effective.
Article XVI

. The Secretary-General of the United Nations
shall inform &ll States referred to in
Article XIII of signatures, deposits of =~
instruments of ratification, approval, or
accession, declarations referred to in
Article III, paregraph 1, the date of entry into
force of this Convention, proposals for
amendments, notifications of accepﬁances of
amendments, the date of entry into force of each
amendment, requests for the convening of a
revision conference, and notices of withﬁrawal,
and shall transmit to those States certified

copies of each amendment proposed.
Article XVII

This Convention, of which the Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spacish texts are
egually authentiz, shall be deposited with the
United Nations who shall

Secretary-General

;s of each to the States

Article XVI

Any Contracting State may dencunce this
Convention by notification to the Secretary-General
of the United Netions. The denunciation shall take
effect one year after the date on which the
notification has been received by thevSecretary-

General of the United Natioms.

frticle XVIT

The Secretary-General of the United Nations
shall notify all States concerning: ) .

(a) the signature of this Convention and the
deposit of instruments of ratification or accession
in accordance with articles XIII and XIV; )

(b) the date of entry into force of this
Convention in accordarce with article XIIT;

(¢) denunciations received in accordance with
article XVI.

Article XVIIiI
The original of this Convention, of which the
texts in Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spanish languages are equally authentic, shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, who shall transmit certified copies thereof
to all States. R
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