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i ﬁ_geptgmber 1970 (see Official Records of the CGeneral Assembly
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(Mr. Osman, Bgyot)

Foypt dealing

nal Commission was set up in October 1972 within the

Tt is my pleasure today to have

CONSIDERATION OF: (continued)
(a) REPORT OF THE LEGAL SUB- COMMITTEE (A/AC. 105/115) -ordinate the activities of the various authorities in
SCTENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL SUB- COMMITTEE (A/AC. 105/116)

NG GQOUP ON DIRECT BROADCAST SATELLITES (A/AC. 105/117)}

cO
(b) REPORT OF THE ace matters, a Natio
(¢} REPORT OF THE WORK

my for Seientific Research and Technology.

s me the Rapporteur of that Commission. The Commission holds regular meetings

ts Rapporteur acts in 1iaison with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the

The CHATRMAN: Before calling on the representatives whose names are o
T should like to draw the attention of 4 NMations, the
e this morning.

3% o

e Affairs Division of the Secretariat of the Unite

e specialized agencies and the space authorities in various

the list of speakers Tor this morning,
o Gocuments that have been put before the Committe

General's bulletin in document ST/SGB.131/Amend.

merbers to tw ;ariats of th

The first is the Secretary- .
2% June 1973, concerning the reorganization of the Outer Space Affairs Division Mr. Chairman, in your initial statement vou made a comprehensive survey of
nternational co-operation in this

ace activities being carried out and of i
My delegation would like to congratulate you

£ America and the

which became effective on 25 June 1973, This document reflects the information

1nce the last half of 1972.
ement and also to congratulate the United States o

e space missions which have been so successfully acc

given to us by the Under-Secretary-General for Political and Security Council

The second document -~ COFUOS (KVI)/WG/l w—e is a text approved by the
e draft conventiot

t stat
omplished

Affairs.
Union on th

Working Group on ~8 June 1973 concerning article VIII bis of th
ge countries.

should like to malke some precise comments about the contents of the reports

on registration of objects lzunched into outer space.

are before us. With respect to the report of the Legal Sub--Committee, my

Mr. OSMAN (Beypt) (interpretation from French): My delegation would
peared from working paper Fo. 3,

Mr. Chairman, its gratification at the gation notes that the name of Egypt has disapr

h is reproduced on page 20 of the French text of the rep

cientific research on the moon and other celestia

first like to express to you once age.ln‘J
ort, on international

work in this very important
1 hodies. That

very skilful way in which you are conductlng our
I should therefore like to assure you of the _
T ent was originally
legation stated that it had become a co-sponsor of it.
posed provision, without spelling out

field of international endeavour. 'peratlon in s
~0perat10n of my delegation in the accomplishment of ¥ subsequently
tnairmen of the Sub- Comaittees and

Mr. Rydbeck of

submitted by the delegation of India, but

our task.
It should be recalled

friendly co
should also like to bay a tribute to the
Mr. Wyzner of Poland, Mr. Carver of Australia,

rry that our Rapporteur, Mr. Souze e Si

t there was general agreement On the pro

A corrigendum was circulated by the

Working Groups,
getly which article it would appear.

Sweden and Mr. Fiorio of Italy. I am so
retariat in this connexion.

has to leave us shortly. I ghould like to wish him all success when he takes U
Furthermore, article X of the draft treaty on the moon was to be drawn up 1in
5, which 1is

ordance with the Indian proposal appearing in working paper No.
we are prepared to study the merits of the
In all

T d0 not wish to pass up this occasion to express our
areful

I

new functions in Brazil.
gratitude to the staff of the Cuter Space Affairs Division for the very c
ﬂ@md to the report. WNevertheless,

preparation of the documents hefore our Committee and its subsidiary bodies.
rse of the unofficial consultations.

Which has been drawn up in the cou

should like, furthermore, to welcome Mr. Murthy, the Expert on Space Appllcatlons
e based on the principle that

1ts, the exploration of lunar resources should b

who has taken up his mission with great zeal.
e5e natural resources are the common heritage of mankind. That exploitation

at it was

thodical and safe and managed in a rational way.
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This international régime would alsc be designed to ensure an equltable
distribution among all States of any advantages which may come from this,
taking into account particularly the interests and needs of the developing
countries. Furthermore, any activities on the moon and other celestial
bodies should not be inconsisten? with the aims of the international

régime to be set up.

With regard to the draft convention on the registration of space objects,

the Legal Sub--Comnittee has made further progress. However, my delegation
would like to associate itself with other delegations that have pleaded in
favour of the need to have two additional articles in addition to the draft
language which appears in the report of the Legal Sub Committee. One would
be an article on the marking according to which States will be reguired o
marlk in the most appropriate and practical fashion each snace object which

might be subject to re-entry into the atmosphere. Such a provigion *rould,

with other means. help to identify such objects which reach the earth and which

might cause damage. Another article would be on the revision of the
convention , taking into account the rapidity with which this technology

is now developing and the fear that the present provisions might be out-dated
in five years so that they would not cover all the possible aspects of futurs
registration systems. Here we should like to commend the small group whose
efforts led to an acceptable text on revision and we hope that in the case
of marking it will be equally successful.

' Regarding the report of the Scientific and Technical Sub. Committee my
delegation would like to support the recommendations of the Sub.-Committee
appearing 1n paragraph 14 of its revort on the promotion of the
applications of space technology, particularly the creation of =a special
working group which would have ag. its mandate work on the best utilization
of data about earth resources which would be obtained by satellite soundings.
T+ should be noted that the implementation of the recommendations of the

Seientific and Technical Sub -Committee would necesserily mean that the Space

Division in the Secretariat would have to bear a heavy burden, in view of its

present composition and its present facilities.

'PropO 8
rather meagre
. of space applications.
se
" seeo
- ggsiste
to prepar

the Expert ©

Direct Broadcast Gatellites,
vhich underly our actions in this

. the potential advantages from direct broade
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(Mr. Osmen, Eeypt)

gith regard to the prograime on space applications for 1947,

gelegation recalls that the programme, which it was initially

ed would reach $130,000, was then cut back to about $80,000, which is

in view of the needs of the developing countries in the field

Tt should be noted that Tgypt will host a regional
s of remote sensing which will be held during the

mipar on the application .
which is partially

nd half of 1974. The Egyptien draft on remote sensing,

d by the National Science Foundation of the United States, has started

e for this seminar, in co~operation with the Secretariat and Mr. Murthy,

n Space Applications.

With regard to the report of the fourth session of the Working Group on

we should like briefly to recall the principles
connexion as a developing country. Firstly,
asting by satellites are enormous,

where the developing countries can improve their telecommunication and

structure, thus being enabled to contribute to their

broadcasting infra -
This would encourage international co-.operation

economic and social development.

to develop the facilities and techniques which coulkd
e hand and also a precise definition

help to apply this system

in the developing countries on the on

of the legal principles which would apply to this area. Secondly, in elaborating

legal principles which would apply to the new systems, two factors should be

borne in mind. The first is the tremendous prospects which will naturally be

ting cultural and information exchanges. The second

itions to ensure that

made gvailable for promo
is the dangers which would make necessary cond

these technigues will only serve the noble causes of a fair peace, friendly

relations among countries and international moral behaviour. Thus it 1s

essential that we ensure that the sovereignty of States be respected DY

adopting principles which will protect States against any interference from

abroad, which will thus preserve the personality and national identity of

peoples and ‘their independent jevelopment policies and also enable them

to fashion their ovn future, within the context of a just peace. This belng

S0, T should like to give an example of hov this sort of protection is necessary.
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If, for example, a direct satellite broadcast sets up as its task the
glorification of a certain ideal, such as peace, and this broadcast stops
there and simply says “Peace’ and bombards the world with this message,

of course everybody unanimously agrees that peace is important, but to use
direct satellite broadcasting simply to glorify peace as an institution
and nothing else would have certain disadvantages because this peace

might mean hegemony. This peaceful structure, without spelling it out,
might simply amount to a negation of the rights of small nations or
indifference to them. This peace as an institution might simply mean

peace without justice, peace outside the canons of international law,

peace incompatible with the principles recognized in the Charter of the
United Nations. In such case international morality, I think, would require
that people should be protected from such broadeasting, which would help to
80W confusion in their minds.

This brings me to the application of the convention on iiability. We

are gratified that this will come into force, since it will help to safeguard

against po%sible abuses which might cause damage to the legitimate interests
of States. During the twenty- seventh session of the General Assembly my
delegation supported the initiative of the Soviet Union regardinga draft
convention on principles governing the utilization by States of artificial

earth satellites for the purpose of direct television broadcasting. Canada

and Sweden also made a very valuable contribution by submitting to the Working

Group a joint working paper, which, however, Was not studied in detail,

together with the Soviet draft, during the fourth session of the Working

Group, under the provisions of resolution 2916 {XXVII) of the General Assembly.

This was the result perhaps of a lack of awareness of the Committee on
Outer Space ,on the one hand, and also of varying interpretations of the

provisions contained in that resolution.

A/AC,losvaqlEh
9--10
(Mr. Osman, Beypt)
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to be found in section IV of its report. Ve support particularly the
o

. on
nold a further segsion of the Working Group before the thirteenth sessio
10

in order to study in an interdisciplinary way

Group
jeed 1O -
¢ the Legal Sub. Committee
0

ifdied rth
rinciples which should govern the use by States of grtificial ea
he P - + Ll -
t 11ites for the purposes of direct television proadcasting, in order
satelll :

foformulate precis
Finally, I come to the question of enlarg

de yesterday by the representative of Argentina.
given

e vecommendations for the benefit of the Legal Sub. -Committee.

ing the membership of the

conmittee, which was a point ma

4y delegation, in principle, uph
e nature of the work done Dy the Committee.

olds the idea of such an enlargement ,

th
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exceeded

] EY Rls

‘EBTS»-l has been remarkably guccessful and in many cases evel

s hopes pinned on it by scientists and practical applicators.

spainly 1o further need to demonstrate its utility -- we know it is useful.
per international organization and

e real question now will pertain to pro
Although ERTS-B is not scheduled to be launched until
ational framework,

throush a
system,

There is thus

n si le-ﬂ tl Tl Ire edlrlg_ ] {', w ,E[ want s ncere y e)
3 I'lEd

l&ted legael problems.
1976, there is 1o time to lose in establishing this organiz

e therefore welcome the intention of the Working Group to study,
pecial task force, some of the most vital elements of a remote sensing

a;mely, those relating to the distribution of data through international

:uZ::;L:;EOH on.any ?f those if I single out for special mention the
implication:oj:zlnzzlon of 1.:he ‘ERTS—l programme with its far-reaching
o o experimentc:;ntrles,as well as the salvaging of the first part of

rough magnificent collective and individual achievene

. 11

annels. :
We further welcoue the decision to send out a new

nquire aboubt

questionnaire which will
11 United Nations
ith

to single out #
the Sovies 1 or a separate word the increasing collaboration in space betyw
= i . e
niecn and the United States. It is hoped that the fruit £ ;
’ s of this

collaborati i ; .
on will be distributed to all countries and that this is j
is is just the he state of remote sensing and future plans in &

erber States. ‘Tt is to be noted that a number of questions deal W
organizational and legal matters. Generally, the questionnaire represents a
vest step forward compared to the similar earlier attempt and is in itself a

ood sign of the progress achieved over the la

ns

St

international s
' pace agency -- which
my country among others h
as long advocate
The discussion of the space expert’s programme led to some searching

~Committee’s recommendations are carried
n the

On the vari
ous reports of the Sib-Committee and the Working Groups my
q_ues‘tlons and we believe that if the Sub

delegation has the fo i
llowing comments to mak
e. The latest i
. session of the
is scope for combinued improved performance i

Scientific and Techni

: nical Sub-Comm
ub~Commi ttee was not marked by any major achievements

remely limited resources put at its disposal.

but still showe
d the extent to which space applications are now becoming
an
ation of the programme be achieved

We renew our own request that an evalu
‘some extent with some of the

integral part
P in the economic development of the ma jority of nati
icns, We
“through closer eo—ordination with UNDP and %o
ve promised increased

specialized agencies,
We hope such promises will be of substantive v
—Committee's own work

developing countri i
. 1 " i v
es, ?{%’llch, it seems, are now starting to study seriously th
1 % t e
alue,

possibilities of s '
pace technology for thei
ir own development .
. co-operation.
chieved with regard to the Sub

oy delegation was smong those which supported

al bub well-founded Dropos als on
an be safely assumed that

The advent of remot :
mote s
ensing from space has probably given much impetus Some progress was &

programme and working methods.

the United Kingdom delegation’s quite radic
We still are not convinced that it ¢

therefrom likel; ;
¥ to be far-reachin
g but the legal and ‘s
5 political problems
this subject.
the Sub~Commi ttee will have enough gtudy items for fruitful,
its automatic continuation will always be warr

Y l I 1

f rmmen 5 5e rean (=3 é Q he welcome @ e [eX) If
)5 13 1

and that therefore

Since, however, next year se

me to

Group on Remote Sensi :
nsing 1s now slowly but methodically working its way thro h
) v
ems to be fully covered, there will be ti

the technologic
gleal maze towards meaningful recommendations in the regulat
ory

fields T
-—- 1n cther words, towa
ards a proper regul
activity as su D egulation of the remote gen
ch, primarily so far as the distribution and use of tsinp
remotely

sensed information are concerned

e o i g e i TR AT

A TG LT R
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revert to the matter. sMeanwhile, the procedural decisions taken, aimed at

areater concentration and purposefulness, may help the Sub-Committee to assert
its authority.
My delegation in the SUb—Commlttee touched upon the questlon of maritime

satellites, debated in IMCD

now being This question has 1mportant

technical, legal and organizational aspects and should not pass without notice
within the United Wations. It is with & certain annoyance that we find that
T:CO is not represented at this session and we trust that this situation will
be remedied without delay. We hope that the information will be provided to us
gt this session by an IMCO representative and that this will give rise to

some discussion in this Committee.

The report of the Legal Sub-Committee shows that, in compliance with

General Assembly resolution 2915 (XXVII), the Sub-Committee pave priority
to the two items of a draft treaty concerning the moon and a draft convention

on the registration of objects launched into outer space. Because of the past
achievements of the Legal Stb-Committee,which has drawn up three international

legal instruments dealing with outer space problems --- all of which are now in

force, and ot least one of which is of fundamental importance —- disappointment

might be voiced that the Sub-Committee during its session this year did not
seem to live up to the expectations earlier expressed by a great many

-

delegations.

A/AC.lOS/PV,lEh
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for 5 atlon Lo
mal Sub Comuittes was able to adont Tor nresenbatl

) eal’ the Le
et a draft treaty conicerning the

y, Coumittee and to the Ceneral Assembly
aren

articles: " issue e indicated
. ihle and 21 articles: unresolved issues wer
con51st1ra of a prean

The foct that the Sub~Committee this year did not succeed
confine itself to taking

000,
bﬁ prackets.
- the princinal outstanding issues and hadt

te d. f pI TiNg 1'1 revise TeT Si 15 :f 12 (Z‘I af t:v TYe: t) Conce-nl'ﬂ&

Q aD Q 1 t e v. d ! T O. O L - t! c'i.

1ns ’ . .i- - .t > o - "o sy +he 1 )] ESCiOI-
e OI‘aft ("Oﬂven ,iGn 011 T e,,‘iS I‘a.tlon :“nl‘{:ﬂ‘c C.’( [STEA Ge bho lm! I‘ )

e MOOD ana tla

subh Cormittee had

in 1 ik 5 : sion
taken a step backwards 1n its worlz., Such a conclusior
hat the . e
et A close examination of the report of the

i v view not warranted.
e consensus was

however , '
- in the eyes of my delepation, that

Iegai S” )] -(:( mi ttee IeVealS o
| | sS&v al dl.L L t 01-{1bs a2 t a Ve y OO ) t‘J..O Of

yeached ol .
tmmMrmmmmgmwkmwwahom@mﬁmlnw

e Sub--Comnittee and in

its two working groups. | B
The discussion showed the very complex nature of those questl . ’
N itd i Gjelegabions. lie
1ped¢ to narrow the gap between the positions of the various deleg
. ; n the two
find that it should not now be 10O aifficult to reach agreement ©
in

particulariy on the one pertaining
here of goodwill and

e all,

This optimism

to registration. My
draft conventions,
delegation bases thig optimism on the constant atmosp "
‘ i A OV on
co-operation that reigns in the Legal Sub-Committee and, ab

s of its eble Chairman, Mr. Wyzner.

i d untiring effort ‘ .
e e ) atmosphere of increasing

is also underscored by the hope that the promising o
Powers, as regards the practica

co -operation between the two main space prac
Z will be extended to the two

application of space technology and research,

items referred to here. . he moon, MY
With particular regard to the draft treaty conceraing the 1_ + session

t the last &
delegation feels obliged to veiterate the views it expressed &

ot that the treaty should cover all celestial

of this Committee to the effe
bodies within the solar system.

the outer space Treaty of 1967 speaks in al
In our opinion, the fundamental

In this respect we note first of all that
1 contexts of 'the moon and other

lestial bodi issues tackled in the
celegtia odies’.

i i nd we
draft treaty appear to be The same for all these celestial bodles.a .
eason that would justify an approach to the planets an

cannot discern any T applicable
their natural satellites that is basically Aifferent from the one apf

o cur own moon.
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(ir. Sundberg, Sweden

The central issve before the Sub--Committze appears to be the question of control are puaranteed the State of registry by the outer space Treaty, bub

the ratural resources of the celestial bodies dealt with in article X. My .5 probable that more detailed and precise rules on the full effects of this

delepation welcomes the fact that the concevt of the common heritage of ionality concept will have to be worked out for a time when space shuttles

mankind seems to have .a good chance of being accepted by the Sub--Committee ned space stations of a durable nature become frequent, and particularly

marn

with repard to these resourcbs. We must realize that it is unlikely that a if the crews on board are vecruited from various countries.

FIL

so secured for the transformation of the international

tate other than the two principal space Powers will in the foreseeable Ffutura Agreement is al

hove the finapcial and technical possibilities of join: to the moon and, Cemistry at present maintained by the United Nations Secretary General in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 1721 (XVI) into a comprehensive

As pointed out earlier, only

a fortiori, of sending space vehicles to other planets andextracting and

bringing back to earth valuable natural resources. ndatory Tegistry available to the general public.

nen assessing the possible economic benefits to be derived from these gistration as now envisaged will enable the international community to exercise

space ventures one cannot, and should not, in all feirness disregard the ts right of surveillance of how States are discharging their international

bllgatlons in respect of the use and exploration of outer space.

enormnous efforts and investments that discovery and exploitation will requirean
0 hin the Sub-Committee emerged with regard

the fact that the space Powers might have a legitimate interest in recovering The main divergence of views wit

Of these costs. But this is only part of the bigger question of the general the desirapility and technical feasibility of marking the space objects.

distribution of the riches that could one day be reaped on the moon and other My delegation still remains hesitant on this point and, before taking a

definite stand, would like to have more exact information both as to what
ithstand

celestizl bodies. From that point of view it is a source of great

satisfaction that all delegations, and above all those of the United States and’ kind of markings may be available at present'that would be likely to w

SOViet‘Uniono eppear ready to accept the thought that en international fhe heat generated by an uncontrolled descent through the earth's
e space objects and component parts thereof oxm .which such

conference should be convened at a time when the exploitation of these natural - {étmosphere and as to th

resources becomes feasible with a view to establishing an international régime ; " markings are to be placed.

governing their exploitation, and that the conference should proceed on the The Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites has just concluded its

basis of the principle that these resources are the common heritage of mankind fourth session, and we feel that it constituted a further step in the process

of ecreating the proper international understanding of the potential and problems

A logical consequence *of this concept, once adopted, is the creation of a propeé
Canada and Sweden continue

international administration for their future exploitation under the auspices “inhevent in the direct broadcasting technology.

of the United Wations. _ their co-operation in this field -- a co-operation which for my country has
Hith regard to the draft convention on registration of space objects, the ‘been a most gratifying experience - and through a further joint background
. paper have tried to clarify further the many issues involved. Particular

emphasis i1s laid there on explaining the meaning and impact of the ITU

deliberations in the Legal Sub-Committee made considerable progress towards a

complete draft. The convention can be characterized as complementary to the

three previous international instruments on the use and exploration of outer regulations of 1971. Building on those, Canada and Sweden have proposed

a draft declaration containing 10 principles t¢ govern direct satellite
It is our hope that this proposal has made it

space. Articles IT and III have given substance to the relevant provisions

television broadeasting.
easier for the Working Group to find its way towards the difficult balance

of General Assewbly resolution 1952 (XVITI)and of the outer space Treaty
relating to a national registry as a basis of control. The articles just

mentioned do not in themselves specify the effects of registration. Jurisdicetio of interests which must be achieved in this field.
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We welcome and support the recommendation of the Working Group that it
be convened again in 197h:

W

«v+ to give its primary attention to relevant legal and politieal
problems, while continuing to study new developments in satellite

broadcasting technology aﬁd relevant economic factors. (A/AC.lOS/llT,
para. T7)

This mandste will the allow the Working Group to carry further the task
of reaching general agreement on the implementation of General Assembly
resolution 2916 (XXVI)), with a view to making specific recommendations for

the work of the Legal Sub~Committee in this field. As already pointed out by a

number of' delegations, the Working Group's recommendations constitute
the fragile but balanced compromise and it would be cur hope that it would not

need further discussion in this Committee. We feel that it

basis for our future consideration of the important subject of direct

is a constructive

broadeasting.

Mrs. JOKA-BANGURA (Sierra Leone):

My, Chairman, in your very explicit
opening remarks you successfully highlighted the significant technical and
political advances that have been made in the field of space achievement and

co-operation since this Committee last met.

My delegation expresses its appreciation to those States or groups of

States which have continued to contribute o man's knowledge of space and its

benefits. In this connexion I would particularly congratulate the United States

for the successful launching of Skylab I in the face of what to all
appearances were insurmountable difficulties.

The three reports before this Committee —- hamely, the report of the

Legal Sub-Committee, the report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee,

and the report of the Working Gréup on Direct Broadcast Satellites -—— are a
reflection of hours of hard work and tireless efforts of consuliations and

compromises by the various members of the Committee.

We congratulate the various Chairmen and the members of those bodies for

what in our view is = praiseworthy accomplishment.

A/AC.105/PV.12L
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pleased with the programme of activities,

and that of these bodies. We arsz

. . . . .
especially the meeting in 1973 in Hairobi of the Third Committee O
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African States in outer space affairs.

_ o 1 Lhe
ibute is to be paid to the United Kingdom delegation for th

A special tr
future role
working paper it presented in document A/AC.105/C.1/L.5k on the .
TR A . . v usefu
of the Sub-Committee. This document certainly stimulated some very

. . . s : ole as follows:
discussions which led the Sub-Committee to outline its major T
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United Hations programme on space appllcatlions:
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(¢) To identify areas with regard to the scientific and technical
aspects of the peaceful uses of outer space and of space technology which
are of special interest to HMembers, particularly to develcping countries,
in order that these areas maY be given more detailed consideration;

{(d) To assist the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in the
study of measures for the promotion of international co-operation in outer
space activities affected by scientific and technical developments in space.

The Sub-Committee has alsc set as priorities for its next session
remote sensing of the earth by satellites in all its aspects and the United
Nations programme on space applications;

The Working Group on Remote Sensing had proposed the setting up of a
task force which would be responsible for identifying and reporting on the
alternatives for the dissemination and optimum utilization of environmental
and resources data. Annexed to the report of the Sub-Commitiee is a
guestionnaire on remote sensing of the enviromment and natural resources to be
sent to all States. By such a questionnalre the Sub-Committee hopes o
succeed in involving all States in the question of the uses of outer space
technolegy. We believe that this not only will involve but should awaken
the interests of developing and non-space Powers to the benefits of space

-

eiploration.
This welcome involvement in the peaceful uses of outer space brings me
to the gquestion raised by the representative of Argentina: namely, that of

increasing the membersﬁip of the Committee. As the benefits of space

epplications and space exploration are to be shared also by developing countries,

I believe that a larger representation of this group on the Committee is
necessary. My delegation has no specific number or proportion in mind since
we believe that all countries actively engaged in space research must be
represented on the Committee irrespective of the principle of proporticnate
geographical representation, because there is a lot to be gained from their
contribution to the work of the Committee. It is my delegation's hope that
this proposal will zenerate enough interest to make 1t an item for the twenty-

eighth session of the General Assembly for initial consideraticn.

“fapadian an
Eg/Ac.IOS/W.QSIL.h,seﬁting out principles which should govern broadcasting

‘ben

of in
. proadcasting in a particular State by another,

 and hopes these reports will receive the unanimous approv
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Wwith regard to the report of the Working Group on Direct Broadcast

atellites, I would like to express my delegation's appreciation to the

4 Swedish delegations for their joint working paper in document

‘gctivities by satellites. We note the importance agiven to international

eo-operation for the development and use of broadecast satellites for the

efit of all, the protection of the sovereign rights of States and free flow

formation and the consent of States prior to the undertaking of satellite

My delegation supports the conclusgions and recommendatiors of the reports

 of the Technical Sub-Committee and the Working Group on Broadcast Satellites

al of this Committee.

In conclusion, I should like to pledge my delegation’s support for the

. decision to enlarge the supporting staff of the Outer Space Affairs Division
| for the implementation of the programmes and decigions of the Committeg,bearing
" in mind that such a decision has been necessitated by the expanding

field of space relations.

Mr. MIKUCKI (Poland): Mr. Chairman, allow me first of all to express

$t0 you my delegation’s satisfaction for your very able and distinguished
chairmanship of the deliberations during this session of the Committee. May T
also pay a tribute to the Rapporteur, Mr. Souza e S8ilva, whose outstanding

contribution to the work of our Committee is very well known and highly

appreciated. In connexion with his departure and appointment to a new
laportant post, I should like to express to him my best wishes for success.
It gives me also particular pleasure to welcome our friend,

dr. Arkady Schevchenko, the new Under-Secretary-General for Political and Security
Council Affairs, whose outstanding qualifications were so ably described by
You, Mr. Chairman. My delegation’s sincere felicitations go also to

v, Abdel-Ghani, Chief of the Outer Space Affairs Division of the Secretariat,

and to Mr. burthy, the new United Wations Ixpert on Space Applications.
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(Mr. Mikucki, Poland)

se have vitnessed further

Very recently we witnessed a most significant political event. . .
gince the last session of this Committee

I . . . . .
have in mind the visit to the United States of AMmerica of the General
'gientific and t

pace that have been most significant.
o8t important events in this field, such as the

echnological achievements in the £ield of the peaceful uses of

Secretary of the Cen?ral Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet
quter £

U > 0] -
nion, Leonid Brezhnev. The results of his talks with the President of the
e have 311 applauded the x

ﬁmcessful accomplishments of Apollo 17 an

tunokhod 2.
ilost recently we

United Stat i ; .o+ .
es, Richard Nixon; the agreements signed, among others the
d the remarkable achievements of

agreement of hi ic i .
gtoric importance on the prevention of nuclear war, have far more ty
h utmost interest the spectacular

have Tollowed wit
T avail

kylab I and its courageous crev.

bilat i
eral scope and will undoubtedly have a most welcome, positive influence

on the i ; .
e international community as a whole. The new, positive political spirit
1aunching and successful flight of S

congratulate the delegation of the United States

will also undoubtedly influence further development of co--operation in the
nyself of this opportunity to

peaceful uses of outer space.
mportant achievements.

on its very i
In Poland we have continued our co
gince Poland joined the Intersputnik s

~operation within the framework of

ystem in Hovember 1971,

JInbercosmos.
itg efforts in space cormmunications have been directed towards constructing
appropriate ground--base Pacilities. A site in central Poland has been chosen
for the transmitting and receiving station, which is expected to be operational

in 1974-1975.

This year we in Poland and the international community

£ the birth of Nicolaus Copernicus,

are celebrating'the five hundredth anniversary ©
entitled

the famous Polish astronomer and scholar. Tn his most important work,
De Revolutionibus Orbium Celestium, Copernicus, as a poet once said "moved the

Tt is with joy and satisfaction t

nat we note the

earth and stopped the sun'.
way in which our great countryman is commemorated in many countries of the

world, for indeed Copernicus belongs to all mankind, just as his

heliocentric theory is of universal significance. In addition to many

scientific events such as conferences, gymposia, lectures, seminars and

exhibitions the quincentenary of Copernicus’s birth was also celebrated by activities
e United States launched the Copernicus orbiting

in space: On 21 August 1972 th
Republics

astronomical observatory; on 19 April 1973 the Union of Soviet Socialist

orbited its scientific research satellite Intercosrmos Copernicus 500, a joint
- nission by the Soviet Union, Poland and Czechoslovalkia.
iy delepgation is particularly pleased with and wishes to express its thanks to

the Sej s o .
cientific and Technical Sub-Committee for its adoption of the following paragraph

in . R
the revort of its tenth session:
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"The Scientific and Technlcal Sub-Committee noted with apnreciation
the way in wnich the five hundredth anniversary of the birth of
Jicolaus Copernicus had found its refiection in space activities, in
particular in launchings of two satellites named after the great Polish
astronomer: one by the UéSR, created in co--operation between scientists
of the USSR and Poland, and another by the United States. There was a Airs
road leadins from Copernicus’ discovery to space exploration, a fact beiné
widely commercrated all over the world in many scilentific symposia, semini
and lectuyres., ALl this significently contributed to the promotion of
international seilentific co-operation in the peaceful
(4/5C.105/1316, vara. 9)

. - 1 . o . . .
Miere seems o be a zeneral opinion in this Committee that along with the
‘ g T

axnloration of

outer space.”

remarlable and rapid development of space science and technolony there is also
a growing awareness of the need for international co-operation on a
uultilateral, rexional and bilateral basis. In this connexion uy delegaticn
vishes to make some comments on the reports before us. J
| TheLLegal Sub-Commitiee durinsg ibs twelfth session earlier this jear

considered as wriority items the draft treaty relatins to the woon and the
draft convention on the registration of chjeets launched into snace.
Despite the good and optimistic atmosphere thot seemed to prevail during its
session and the cenuine efforts thot were made, the repert of the Lermal Sub-Comﬁ
connet be rerarded as satisfoctory. In resard to the draft treaty relatines to th
moon outstanding questiéns st11]l remain to Le solved. I have in wmind the %cone
of the treaty., the lezal status of the moon's natural resources, and the —
question of information on missicns to the mosn to be furnished. iy delegation
is glad that in accordance with the recommendation of the Legal Sub--Committee
thiz Committee during ) |
outstanding issues.

In the opinion of sy delegation the comnromise worlking vaner which was
presented by the dele-atien of Bul -ario durins the last scssion ~f the Lesal

- k)

Sub-Committec and which we supp.rted, cwmbtinues to be a basis for a solution of
a1l thc_rem&1n1ns nroblers as o so-called rackare, and gt the sare tire the Ttall
proposal ~n notural res-urces can be rersardsd as coordn~ neavest to solvine the

conpileX problem of article X,

e

she Space
yini
- question of marl

7 compromise 1s

- gevoted 1ts attention
yemo
space technology.

| Sub
that were discussed. 1t shou
_on the consideration of questions of the epplication of

- peaceful

Broadcast Setellites. As is known, that report reflec
concerning the use by States of ar

broadcasting.

great importance to this new means of communicati

very challenging and promising p

of peace, better and friendlier relations among peoples,

its informal meetings is endeavourins to solve the remainifif
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recard o the convention on the registration of objects launched into

In
-ée £40 putstanding guestions remain to be solved: the ouesticn of warking

objects an

a4 the review of %the pronosed draft convention. In our

on the shove-mentioned problems are aot insurmountable, thoush the

Purther efforts and an attitude

sing seems to ve the key issue.
necessary for a solution of this problem.

The Technical and Scientific Sub-Committee during its recent tenth gession

to consideration of the important questions of

te sensing of the earth by satellites and promotion of applications of

In our opinion the report of the Scientific and Technical

_committee reflects correctly the various aspects of the above-renticned problems

14 continue to concentrate its efforts and co-ordination

space technology for

purposes and for the benefit of all countries.

T turn now to the report of the fourth session of the Torking Group on Direct

+s wvarious considerations

tificial earth satellites for direct television

Ty this connexion nmy delegation wishes to reaffirm that we attach

ons which on the one hand has &

otential for the benefit of man and on the other has

very important political and legal implications.

e consider that the direct broadcast gatellites should serve the purposes

and the expansion of

exchanges of information and of educational and cultural values. Ve therefore

share the opinion of those Gelegations which consider that to cope with the

troblem of direct broadecast satellites, the proper legal regulations are necessary

and urgent apd that such regulations would constitute the best possible means of

assuring benefits for all nations, regardless of their development.

The draft convention on principles governing the use by States of artificial

earth satellites for direct television bLroadcasting presented last year by the
very useful soluticn for the elaboration of an

Asserbly resolution 0g16 (XUVII).

Soviet Union constitutes a

i : . . .
nternational asreement in accordance with General
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My delegation reaffirms the opinion it expressed earlier that our Commit
should take a decision authorizing the Legal Sub-Committee to elaborate a
proper international'instrqment. It is on that understanding that we interpre
the compromise formula on %he reconvening of the Wofking Group contained in
paragraph T8 of its report.

My delegation has consisténtly favoured and has more than one reason for
supporting the idea of equitable rotation of the organs of this Committee

between Geneva and New York. My delegation therefore fully supports the

suggestions made in this respect by the representative of the Soviet Union,
Mr. Piradov.

In conelusion, Mr, Chairman, I should like to concur with the comments

you made while conveying to the Committee Mr. Wyzner's apologies for his not

coming to New York because of important duties at home. I can assure all

delegations that their expressions of resret and kind words addressed to

Mr. Wyzner will be duly conveyed to him. T am almost certain that very soon

he will again be at the disposal of the Committee, especially once we decide

Y.
that more of our organs should hold their sessions in Geneva.

this is the first time I have participated in the discussion in this Committee
+ay I say how pleased I am to be able to work under your guidance and to find
myself in such capable hands. We have been struck by the enthusiasm and ener

you have displayed in éopducting the work of this Committee and its informal

working group.

Before making substantive comments on the items on the agenda, may I stat
that my delegation is very grateful for the work that has been done by

Myr. Franco Fiorio of Italy, Mr. Wyzner of Poland, Mr. Carver of Australia,

Mr. Rydbeck of Sweden and Mr. Tuerk of Austria, who have presided over the
Sub-Committees and Working Groups of this Committee. We should also like to
congratulate our Rapporteur, Mr. Souza e Silva, whose effective work in the Bure
will undoubtedly be a fine example for his successor in that office.

I think we all recognize that the efforts made by the members of the

Legal Sub-Committee at its twelfth session were considerable but could also

t meetin

Legal Sub~Committe
gefved as a pasis for these negotiations.

préblem, nor 4

i8 an essential feature of registration and a fundame
effectiveness of the convention on ligbility.
OE.States to mark any objects they launch into space that
réflection of the opinion which prevails here —- namely,
‘ Mr. CORREA (Mexico) {interpretation from Spanish): Mr. Chairman, sines a binding clause, the conventlo
' - space should be marked.

and compromise has prevailed in the informal group,
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Tl . g he
(&4 i f i l d f

i i roof
d the registration of objects launched into space are obvious P
an 2

he SP c 8) - i ations
I' 1rit of ompI IﬂiSE and co operation that :Lnformed the work of deleg
; .

gs of the Sub-Committee.

. . . he
is a great gap between the artlcles appearing in the report of t

There .
e and the joint draft by Canada and Sweden, whose artilcles

i i d revision
e delegation of Mexico considers that the clauses on marking an

The debates held in

. i i tion on registration.
' igl ones 1in any conven .
- ot a technical

he Legal Sub~Committee have shown very clearly that marking 1s I
‘ o we think it entails any financial burden that would be

aurmountable in a space programme.

in whi ion wi flect
It is important to determine the form in which the convention will re

i in
onviction of the majority of the members of the Committee that marking
ec ntal prerequisite for the
If we leave it to the discretion
will not be a true

that in the absence of

n should indicate that all objects lzunched into

We are gratified to note that a spirit of co-operation

and we are cerbain that

a satisfactory solution will be arrived at.

i i ind elegation
The revision clause is a second factor which 1in the opinion of my deleg

i 1 already
is essential. I do not intend now to go into any of the details that have

i i informal
been set forth in the Sub-Committee and at the first meeting of the 1n.
e very closely concerned with the

4 at the work that has been

working group. Suffice it to say that we ar

techniques that are now emerging. We are very please

i i first
done by the informal working group, and we are guite certain that the

i i zation
text negotiated in the small group -- with which, furthermore, my deleg

i ion on
agrees -- will be one sten towards the conclusion of the draft convent

registration at this session.

i ess in
Unfortunately, the informal working Zroup has not had equal succ

L i much
the case of the draft treaty on the moon. Here the difficulties are




A/AC.lOS/PV712h

RH/10
/10/vd £/AC.305/PV .12 ,/uL/bd
A | |
m/ _ - 36

33-35

(Mr. Correa, Mexico)

{br, Correa, Mexids

ards the Scientific and Techniczl Sub-Committee, we are pleased that
sing of satellites. We should like to

ort of the Working Group on the progress

] [ a.t» [ reg

.

1n it the Working Group asks that the Legal Sub-Committee should

_) [}ll ZEi,'GlOIl 3 u_-l_ e ¢ay 2 ]l', I aceor nce Tl I

possible of its views on space activities.
ed Wations Expert on Space Technology for

group and the information

international régime to be dr§wn up.
hform it as soom a5

Recent contacts in the i
indf . o
ormal group and in the negotiating group have not ke to thank the Uit
) We should like 1O an ie Uni

I - o eZATILOn vonder X

ted jointly by the United Nations and the
n Mexico City from 29 November to 8 December 1972.

World Meteorological

it mig i ] i
1ght not be possible for the informal group to devote all its ti t
. ime to
pinar conduc

consideration of the convention on registration and return to the question :

or v frgenization which was held 1
© pinally, I should like to turn to a probl
7 ns have been considering in the Committee,
Reference has been made to this problem by the repre
n a lack of documents in Spanish when
bodies. We should like to

translations

em which both Spanish-speaking
in the Sub-Committees gnd in
sentative

mnoon wh??'informal contacts mak§ it possible for substantial brogress to take
place either on article ¥ or on other articles of the comvention on the moon I :
) legatio
the_Working Groups.
; It is that there has bee

on which there is virtual agreenent.
Argentina.

11 OF ('.() i ortc ()j ,Ie ! es ave been‘ ‘

k the Secretar
the Sub-Committees and the Working Groups

t the Spanish-speaking

General Assembl :
of = .

5 ¥y of an item on the preparation of an inkternstional conventio :
non are prepared as much in advance as possible so tha

can have time to study the texts and the precise implications of

principlegs to gover tiviti * .
1€ g n activities by States in Girect satellite broadcastina e
: delegations

also wish to congratulate it on the draft convention it Presented at that i 3
We should like to thank the delegations of Sweden and Canada for th Sess%oﬂ' the foms et
:z::ji:t thzy preﬁznted at the session of the Vorking Group. It contain: ::;E:Eje
s and should make it possible to achieve the j i i

A?éembly set for itself‘in resolution 2916 (XXVII). O:ieizi:ec::;:ZizhelGeneral
;?ke to repeat what my dél?gation said on that resolution in the Work:n Zhould
DfrECt Broadcast Satellites- My delegation believes that the General ﬁgv rou? "
sn?ulé unequivocally establish the need to elaborate as soon as possibizaiEM1y
principles that should sovern thése activities so that they can ser . i
jzrtan international agreement or agreements, The delepétion of Mez:c:sb21§:i::’
. at direct satellite broadcasting is of such importanc; th i ]
1nternational legislation and that there should be principl:: :Zer::;:e:n a binding
conv i ¥ i
work:ﬁZl;:;u e be%ieve that resolution ?916 (XXVII) indicates that the work of the-

3 ? o? Direct Broadcast Satellites and activities in this area should be
guided ?y princivles and a convention on the subject. My delegation agr ith the
conclusions and recommendations of the Working Group and we ar; convinfeze:h:;twilll

command the unani i
nanimous support of this Committes,
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The CHATIRMAN: I understand that the representative of France would

like to make a brief statement, and I now call on him.

M. CHARVET (France) (interpretation from French): T should just like

to draw the attention of the Committee to a minor error which crept into the

record of my statement as it appears in document A/AC,105/PV.122, page 32,
second paragraph. The minor error was not the fault of the Becretariat, but
resulted from the fact that the text I prepared was difficult to read. I had
intended to express the wish that the present session would be marked by the same
spirit of co-operation shown by all delegations at the last session of the Legsl
Sub-Committee which had made it possible %o achieve notable progress. The text i

before me shows me as saying that the notable progress applied to the present !
session. Of course, I hope that reality will adjﬁst itself to this minor error Choirman
and transform it into fact. But, things being as they are, I should like to have

this passage corrected, while hoping that between now and the end of the session

we shall be able to achieve results more positive than those we have achieved é

soc far.

The CHATRMAN: Due note will be taken of the statement made by the

representative of France.
We have now come to the conclusion of the list of speakers for this morning.

As announced yesterday, and as agreed by the Commitiee, the list of speakers

for the general debate will be closed this morning. I do have a list of speakers

g

for the morning of Monday which, in accordance with the understanding reached,
A will be the last day of our general debate. Those delegations wishing to speak
on Monday should so inform the Secretariat by the close of this meeting if they ?

Z“ have not yet done so. The next meeting of the Committee will take place on i

Mbnday, 2 July, at 10.30 a.m. R —

Tk
Cormitt
venty.

The meeting rosge at 12.20 p.m.



