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GENERAL DEBATE (continued)

Mr. HAFFEY (Canada): ir. Chairman, the Canadian delegation looks
forward to working with you in this the seventeenth session of the Committees
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. This Committee has for its specific
consideration the recommﬁndations cortained in the reports of the Legal
Sub-Committee, the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites and the
Scientific and Technical Sub-~Committee. I should like to take this
opportunity to make a few brief comments, on behalf of my delegation, on each
of those reports, andI shall relate my comments to the issues so ably describeq
by you in your opening statement.

My delegation is particularly pleased that the Legal Sub-Committee, at
its thirteenth session, was able to complete its work on the elaboration of
the draft Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space.
The Canadian delegation is confident that the spirit of co-operation that
characterized the work of the Legal Sub-Committee during the drafting of the
Convention will prevail at this session and that this Commitéee will be able
quickly to endorse the text of the draft Convention in order that it may be
submitted to the General Assembly for adoption at its next regular
session, When adopted, the Régistration Convention will be the fourth
instrument of positive international law elaborated by the Legal Sub-Committee
and will provide yel another example of the thoughtful and creative legal
work that héé been typical of that Sub-Committee since its creation 13 years
ago. )

Wow that the Legal Sub-Committee's work on the drafi Registration
Convention is successfully completed, it should be possible to finish drafting
the Treaty relating to the Moon and Other (Celestial Bodies at its next
session. The Canadian delegation will continue to participate actively in
efforts to reach consensus agreement on those aspects of that draft Treaty
which have to date proved difficult to resolve, although we believe that it
might be advisable to await the results of the current session of the Conference
on the Law of the Sea before engaging in another drafting session on the Moon

Treaty. As a result, we wonder whether anything would be served by attempting

to negotiate the clauses of the draft Treaty at this time, since the Legal
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p-Committee met only a month ago and has not made such a recommendailon.
Sub-

This year, for the first time, the Legal Sub-Committee was able to devote a

gtential portion of its session to consideration of the report of the

b .
™ Members of this Committee are

yorking Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites,

ell aware of the importance which the delegations of Canada and Sweden
W

ttach to this subject, and of the efforts that we have made jointly to
@

advance work in this field. |
My delegation believes that the Legal Sub~-Committes at 1its 1974 session

nade satisfactory progress in responding to the request made 1O it by the

general Assembly in resolution 20916 {XXVII):

" to elaborate principles governing the use by States of artificial

e

h satellites for direct television proadeasting with a view to
" (General Assembly

eart
concluding an international agreement or agreements

resolution 2916 (XXVII).
The work of the Legal Sub-Committee to this end was, of course, greatly

facilitated by the work that had been done at the fifth session of the

Working Group on Direct Broadcasth Satellites. Admittedly, the five draft

principles contained in annex ITI of the Sub-Committee’s report have many

square brackets, but we believe it should be relatively easy to reach

agreement on the removal of many of those sguare brackets at the next session,

when the over—all nature of the declaration of guiding principles on direct

el x . . e
broedcast satellites beccomes clearer. However, it is our view that if this

to be the case further preparatory work will have to be done by the Worklng

Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites.
That Working Group, under the able chairmanship of Ambassador Rydbeck,
which was essentially an extension or

The General

held its fifth session this year,
conbinuation of the work which took place at its fourth session.

Assembly had, however, in the interim endorsed the recommendation of this

Committee that at is fifth session the yorking Croup should prepare

.o N . +
specific recommendations with regard to guiding principles on direct broadcas

satellites in order that these might be considered by the Legal Sub-Committee.
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It is the view of my delegation that the YWorking Group made a very valuable

contribution to the work of the Legal Sub-Committee even though the Horking

Group was not able to devote sufficient time to and therefore not able to forvarg
to the Legal Sub-Committee specﬁfic recommendations on some of the more complex

and contentious issues relating to direct television broadcasting by satellite,

1t was partly because of this that the Lepal Sub-Corrittee did not consider

it advisable to attempt to begin drafting principles on certain key issues, key

issues which we feel should he

to govern this use of outer space. I am referring, of course, to principles

pertaining to the consent by a State to intentional direct satellite broadcasting,

activities covering its territory, and to the right of receiving States to
participate in such activities.

When this Committee decided in 1970 that its Working Group on Direct
Broadcast Satellites should suspend its deliberations for a few years, my
delegation sndorsed that recommendation. We feel today, however, that new

developments in satellite broadcasting technology are occuring at an

unprecedented pace, that the need for guiding legal principles to govern direct

satellite activities is becoming more urgent, and that the inter-disciplinary
nature of the Working Group is well suited to advanced thinking in this area.

Therefore, the Canadian delegation is of the view that this Committee

should request the Working Group to reconvene for a sixth session to concentrate

on consideration of the beghnical and legal aspects of the more contentious
igsues of consent, participation and spillover, with a view to making specific
recommendations on these issues to the Legal Sub-Committee.

Finally, the Scientific and ?echnical Sub-Committee, recognizing that the
type of work which has been conducted by the Working Group on Remote Sensing
should be continued, has asked this Committee to decide on the manner in which
this multidisciplinary work should be done in the future., The Canadian
delegation would favour that this work be done in the Scientific and Technical

Sub-Committee.

included in any declaration of guiding principles
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(tir. Haffey, Canada)

issioned
e Gub-Committee also recommended that the Secretary-General be commission
he u ) - . v
t-effectiveness studies and study the organizational and

s for the establishment of an internationa
as well as study

ﬂﬁmarize cos
cial requirement

1 centre under

rence indexing and browsing,

. . fo
gtions auspices for re -
) ements for the egtablishment of one OF

}ganizational and financial requll

; issemination centres, possibly
inter

national regional data storage and & |
Qaneda agrees with this approach

ption and training facilities. P
T this promlsing

more nations to the potential benefits o
Canada would contribute an expert to partici

e the feasibility of establishing a regio

deta rece
der to expose
schnology Turthermore,

act-finding mission to examin

pate on

nal

i ntative of
receiving ard dissemination centre as proposed by the represe

TAQO to the gcientific and Technical Sub-Committee.

. Yithout going

- i ur right to return
items on bthe agenda,and reserving o g

my delegation would very generally 1 .
while attempting

Mr. DEIROT (Belgium) (interpretation from French)

to the details of the o
hem as we progress in our qork ,

: i ) i enda
‘M’éqmess its views in connexion wvith the items on the ag N

licies as regards space.

to indi the broad guidelines of Belgian po _
to indicate + of the Leaal Sub-Conmittee

7' I shall turn to the items concerning the repor o
. i ~igtration.
AAC.105/133). The first item concerns the dreft convention on rewn

gal Sub-Committee has been able ToO
ent which very rractically completes

e and more defined and which harmoni

conclude this work

e_are pleased that the Le o

:REEEszully. Tt is a legal docum
:hﬁQIOf space law which is becoming mor
_.Nﬂmletes the Convention on International Liab
Objects.

My delegation would have wisghed,

ously

iiity for Damage Caused by Space

of course, with reservations, if this

15 technically and economically feasible, to see thls Convention

- - Ly h!
fall moye within the framework of jus COfens, but we realize that
| ision
this is5 o compromise s ard the acceptance of a general clause for revi

: i in the future.
© Vil enable us, we are quite sure, to 411 gaps which may appear 11
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(Mr. Delrot, Belgium)

As regard . .
egards the Draft Treaty Relating to the Mcon, Belgium has supported To be sure, to us the problem here seems to be particularly connected to

We have said that, as far as we are concerned, organization is

irganization.
st oriority, but organization is merely a word, What

ﬁﬁ question with highe

from the very outset the Soviet initiative to drafi a treaty on artificial

satellites, It regrets that the question of moon rescurces, in commexion witp
Is it a question of establishing an

;zation, and at what level?
Or, on the contrary,

which there was a very broad gonsensus as regards an international régime to bhe o
.ﬁﬁérnational zlobal space segment which would collect data?
it a question of establishing

data and communicate them to potential users?

established for the exploitation of moon resources, was not resolved. Without
an earth segment which would compile and

being too pessimistic, we were able to note at the last meeting of the Legal is
Is it world-wide

Sub-Ccrmittee a certain hardening of the stands taken by some delegations as éﬁﬁribut@
regards th : . iy . . . . . .
2 e legal consequences which might occur because of notions which themse] organization, regional organization or national organization?
if the international community were able to reach an understanding

are quite contentious.
Of course,

e thorny legal problems would disappear. What

about global organization, then th
which

Therefore, my delegation fully agrees with the Soviet delegation to retain
We would be establishing an international instrument,

t i iori . .
he high priority attached to this and, if the Committee decides that perhaps ould we be doint?

to be sure, but which would be merely a legal technique

:yould be coumplex,
and so on. But the irritating

progress could be made at the present stage, it is quite obvious that Belgium
mw1sag1ng a given organization of participation,

would agree to continue this work within a working party during this session.
As r?gards the principles which should govern direct television broadcasting ;;grge problems in the sphere of putlic international Lav roukd dhesppest.
by ?atelllte, to be sure, if we look at the work which has been accomplished | If, hovever, as at present, ve were merely to remain &t the netionat OF
during the last meeting of the Legal Sub-Committee, one can note that the five egional level, we must -admit that some missions fnvolving xerote senaing &e

perhaps more specific in nature. Of course, there can be missions which concern

mmmlnd as a whole, but equally there are missions which are muc
We feel that at that level legal

principles which are the least contentious are those which were studied and that
h more specific

the number of brackets which still exist is quite astonishing.

I do ST '
not know whether perhaps one should be optimistic or, rather, pessimist _amlconcern a given nation or region.

principles are necessary, and in this regard I should like to be quite clear.

but I do believe that in any case we must be realistic, and we do hope that a

compromise wi . . Ly . . . e
P ill be found. My delegation is much mere sensitive in this connexion than it 1s 1n regard

‘;ﬁo direct television broadcasting, so far as national sovereignty is concerned.

However, I would not wish to leave this point without indicating that as
One must consider the response of the Belgian delegation to the Unite

regards isi ’ i . . i
& elevision the Belgian delegation would like to emphasize, in so far as it d Netions
- survey. One will then see that what concerns Belgium is, of course, the need

is concerned, the need for the free circulation of information and the freest
to respect

not to hamper any scientific progress but at the same time the need

possible cultural :
exchange. We have a marked preference not for prior censoring
That is why, in this

but Tor censoring a ior] 3 \ resource
posteriori ~- as i : : the erei AR tes over their natural re
: 15 the case in Belgium with regard to the sovereignt f States r the s 5.

tonnexion, we wish emphasis to be placed upon international co-operation and the

press -~ such as i ; : ,
s international actions concerning responsibility, checking, and

= L]
the exclusive right of a State to decide how its

so on,, of wh ;
ich international law already offers us a whole arsenal. right of States to participate,

resources will be used.

As regards remote sensing, my delegation would like to emphasize, and is ﬁﬂl
Certainly the Legal Sub—Committee was in this connexion able to hold only

aware of, the good effects which the developing countries particularly are able
to obtain T 3 : . . . . A .
rom what we consider to be one of the uses of space technology which & general discussion, bub we have acquired something positive 1n regard to

is more important.
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(Mr. Delrot, Belgium)

negotiations. We now have bef t iy 1 ti do — . . .
Bom = e sfore us two extremely lmteresting cuments CnpOEY aNIe S that would be of some interest to developing countries. In view of the
that B i - i . Wi : . . . .
hat presemted by Brazil and the Franco-Soviet document rthout, of course, geniable usefulness of holding such a meeting, which was demonstrated in the first
going into the details of the text, we can remark that the Franco-Soviet documery un

ession in Viemna, the Belpian delegation finds this idea extremely interesting,

is very close to the p051t10?s of the Belgian delegation I have Just sketched ou nd is able to support it. Such a conference should be prepared by the United

I d i i eati - . .
should now like to speak of the word done by the Scientific and Technical jations itself, and since that would of course require much time and effort, we

Sub-Committee. i
o ELes ‘peel that perhaps the conference should not be convened before 1977 or 1978.

As T i forki i ith ‘
s for remote sensing, the Working Group on Remote Sensing has dealt with+ Pensibility studies should be carried out by the Scientific and Technical

i if3 i i ; : ¥ .
scientific and technical aspects of the problem as comprehensively as possible qub-Commitbee during its session in 1975. Sc that the conference might be

It has also found that I ha just indi h ti f izati . . . cp
> 50 romn » 98 ve Just indicated, the questions of organization . poneretely useful for the developing countries, we feel it would be best if it

and the legzal aspects are interconnected, though it has not been possible t : ' i . ‘o
& ® ’ & P 0 deal ".aid not turn into an academic Or scientific congress.

with them completely. We believe that some studies should be carried out by th Belgium also supports the Tndian proposal for a questionnaire to be addressed

tari . & . . . .
Secretariat in order to respond to the financial and organizational problems %o the developing countries, and we would be honoured to be among the sponsors of

which arise in the various systems that have been envisaged. Of course, there’ ?this proposal -- this, of course, to stress the importance Belgium attaches to

is the question of the Working Group, which we can without hesitation say has ) , )
“gid to developing countries 1n space technology.

done excellent work. Generally speaking, the establishment of multi-diseiplin I know that my country is small and that our potential for aid is quite

roups., while it may be ugseful, none the less poses e danger. 1t ma : ] .
Eroups, 1 ¥ 2 P on g S ' limited, but Belgium belongs to a European space organization, and, both

R . . ittee. . ]
dissipate the powers granted the existing bodies of the Outer Space Committee pationally and through the influence we may bring to bear in the European

dt i i tion. ink t ith ard e e s . .o
An here might also be a denger of proliferation We think that, wi ree ‘space organization, we wish to promote any initiative directed towards alding

to remote sensing, it might facilitate the future work if the Scientific and . .
& & . developing countries, by means of training and the use of space technology.

i - i i i i tion. . .
Technical Sub-Committee were to deal directly with the study of this questi T shall conclude quite soon, but now I wish to turn to the report on direct

: S 1 izatio :
Moreover, it should be foreseen that the results of these studies on organi % satellite broadcasting. In reading this report, we are astonished to see how well

. P . - . . . . ecif’i . . ]
by the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee in 1975 will provide a more SPp : that group was able to work and to what an extent it was able to define, with 211

- i 51 i i ~ i on this®™ . .
and clearly-defined basis for the discussion of the Legal Sub-Committee _ the necessary nuances, principles which should govern this sphere. But it has

tion. . . )
question also seen the very great difficulties confronting these requirements of national

{cabi i ' t what vat .
As regards space applications, the Belgian delegation could support v sovereignty and free information. Those are the two prongs of this double-pronged

recommended in the tenth repobt of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee in problem

points 36 and 37. This has been our stand from the very outset.

In connexion with convening a conference, in his report Mr. Murthy, the Exp
on Space Applications, proposes the convening of a United Nations conference O
use of space technology. One of the crucial reasons for that proposal is the ne
to assess the results so far obtained from space technology and to identify

those areas with high priorities for development purposes and in concrete
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Our attitude tovards he rezpmclntmant of the froup is very Flexible,

that a
& consequent diszipaticn of novers ,
But is it certein thet this

e
have heard some delesations szy - and we anrselves have saild -

oroliferation of verking grouns, vith is
not desirable. Froun could aot continue to 2xXnlore
sensitive spheres such as the quedtions of the inevitable technical spill

-over,
are multidiscinlinary rroblems,

which, after all, and the soecio-economic impact

of this direct broadcasting and, perhapns , exemine in depth possible comoromi seg

in regard to prior consent and so forth?

I have already spoken too long, and I ask

the Committee's wardon for having
done so,

With regard to the Grouwp, T shall say only that Belgium - in any

case at the very outset of our deliberations -~ views Pavourably the continuation

of its work,
Those are the very broad lines of the wosition that ny delegation intends to

take during our discussionsg .- discussions that have the dalicabe aim of

redistrivuting the orders of priority, giving the necessary guidslines to the

subsidiary bodieg and harmoniously co-ordinating their activities. Mr. Chairman,

under your very enlightened guidance we are quitz sure that this task will be

successfully accomplished, in the stirit of international co-operation that must

guide us all.

Sir Laurence\McIN$1RE (Australia}: Mr. Chairman, it is again a l

nleasure as well as a nrivilege to address

this Committee under vour expert
chairmanship, ' !
Let me first of all weleome, on behalf of ny delegation, the nine new

members of the Committee, who will of course have alveady begun to contribute

to our work in the Sub-Commiitee and other meetings esrilieyr this year. I welcome

esvecially the presence of our close friend and neighbour Indonesis,

I should also like to support those members of the Committee who have paid

tribute to the dedicated interest of My, Abdel-Ghani in the work of the Committee

over many years, and to wish him all success in the future.

Mr, Chairman, you yourself have referred to the new vistas that are still

opening up in the exploration snd realization of the wogsivilities of applying

outer space technology for the beneiit of mankind. The continuing orevarations

for next year’s first Joint Soviet--American space flights, the progress of the ,

Turopean space laboratory project, this vesr's fivet experinents in direct l
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: (Sir Laurence Mclntyre, Austraiia)

(Sir Lenrence “leIntyre, Austrayyg,

i i the needs of developing
Meanwhile there are of course two other important areas of space technolg o think that the draft questionnaire on . - .
e field of practical applications of spa

ommittee's support.

e als
that must demand the attention of the Legal Sub~Committee at its next session, jes for assistance in th
s a useful initiative and deserves this C . ..
s here is to review the role of the Scientific

ik conclude
sl Sub-Committee and its future work, and I would like tO

First, this Committee has a responsibility
e conducted by the

They are the remote sensing of the earth's resources by satellite and direct aglogy i

broadcasting and television by satellite, and the need to elaborate internationl ne of our responsibilitie

agreed legal principles to goé@rn both. As ftechnology advances in thess areas, schnic
g two briefl points on this subject.
ing all activities in the field of outer spac c
bodies, and its Seientific and Technica

it becomes increasingly urgent that international consideration of the legal

aspects should not fall behind. co—~ordinat

od Nations and other internaticnal
o uld be the focal point for international €O

The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee has also had an active year, operation incliuding
e b

with valuable research effort made on remote sensing, both by the Working Group i Comnittee sho

tion and training, in the application of space technology -
ati

and by the Sub-Committee at its eleventh session. My delegation believes it
important that this momentum should be maintained and that further study of
the organizational and financial aspects of remote sensing should be pursued
along with the legal aspects. In this connexion, Australia supports the studies‘i
recommended in paragraph 14 of the Scientific and Technical Sub--Committee's
report (A/AC.105/131). It seems to us important that there should be an
opportunity for a thorough review of the results of these studies and that,
if necessary, the Sub-Commitiee’s next session might be extended by an additionsl
week for this purpose. Alternatively, the Committee could reconsider
re-establishing the Working Group on Remote Sensing.

We would also like to see the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee begin
work at its next session on formulating proposals for the setting up under
United Nations auspices of an international remote sensing centre, Such work
could take as its starting--point the results of the study that is suggested in
paragraph 14 (b) of the Sub-Committee’s report. The guestion of regional
centres also deserves closer examination.

My delegation endorses the 1975 Space Applications Programme proposed by
the Expert. We are attracted in ﬁrinciple to the idea of a United Nations
conference on space applications in about 1978, but our final view will await
the outcome of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee's consideration of

this matter at its next seszion.

Australia supports the broposal to hold a regional seminar on remote

sensing in the ECAFE region during 1975, and we welcome Indonesia's offer to
be its host.
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(8ir Laurence HMelntyre, Anstralia'

)

In this role, the Sub-Committee could well look for opportunities to co-ordinate
its own work more closely with the work of international agencies such as .
the United Wations Dnvironment Programme and FAO, and also to maintain close
liaison with bodies such a$ the Advisory Committee on the Application of Science
and Technelogy to DeveloPmént, which has done some relevant work in the

application of space research o developrent.

The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee should also continue to maintain

a wide-ranging technical review of the state of the art —- if T wight so call i ..

in the whole range of outer space, with a view to identifying new technical fields >

of activity, or technical developments in existing fields of activity, which may

have an impact on national concerns or on international relations.

One word about the choice of venue for meetings of the Sub-Committees,

which has, I think, already been raised in the course of this debate. My
delegation would prefer on the whole that all meetings take place in New York,

but we are satisfied with the present arrangenent whereby the Scientific and

Technical Sub-Committee meets regularly in New York and the Legal Sub-Committee
alterpates between New York and Geneva.

Ve are on the threshold of more and more exciting applications of space

technology , and we dre at last beginning to move from the research stage into

the stage of practical utilization. At the same time, the international commumity

is becoming acdtely conscious of the serious and interdependent problems of food,

resources and energy, and the need for a global approach in confronting these

problems. BSpace applications technology is playing and is bound to continue

play an inecreasingly important role- The significance of this Cormittee's

responsibilities will thus continue to grow in future years, and I anm

confident that the Committee 'and its subsidiary bodies will meet the challenge.

e, VR T e T R

s

® of each State having regard €
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cts but the same certainly cannot b

itimate aspirations

Undoubtedly,

ap

o its sovereignty and its identity.

+ an attitude of
d not give way to discouragement nor should we adop
we should no

On the contrary, in
in{liff we Should be more mindful

i

of the need to seek appropriate solutions.

e now become involved in this search, e
We are convinced of the value ©

and my delegation is
Wew members nav

very pleased to see them erongst us. ;
i task.
contribution they will make to our common

Q b

i : »ht to speak in more
i stions facing our Committee, reserving the rig
on the main gue

se questions.
ring the study of each of the Q

precise terms du the first problenm

jentific and Technical Committee,

e The tendency Lo entrust specialized

ig that of the very role it is to play.

fIOU.PS Wl l. 1 ,i (] i [eatl e (); snec C ,ems a,[l 2 0 e !lai 111 mL]Cl.‘l of tah.e

v and also incurs considerable

. danc
concern this tendency which leads to redun Although

i to the
react against this phenomenon by restoring
0]

e e o insist that the

- evertheless have t
Sub-Committee its rightful role, we would n . . -
r i i fied and as inexpensive as ossible

i i 14 be as simplifie P
operation of this body shou

evalua ion LY €
wever , we should like to 1 eel that the need for a clear
Howev g i ] tio by th

S]]‘l: C . . N . . - . . . - ]

i ensin
foremost among which is that of remote S g,

to deal with its own problems, T e wieh vers

i | ed be, or creating
seeking the advice of experts, if ne )

ner followed by the Legal Sub-Committee.

limited mapdates, in the man




RG/6/dh A/AC.105/PV.132

53 A/AC.105/PV.132
Re/6 ol .25
(Mr. Rapin, France) (Mir. Rapin, France)
e J9PIn, France
As regards the programme of space applications —- in which my delegatiop

i i e : g i + of direct broadcasting.
1s very greatly interested as demonstrated by the participation of French eXpert of those matters is of course tha

One

imit itself to two observations on this point, The

at many meetings and seminars organized on this subject in the past -~ an efﬂmt but deplore the
we can bu S

Wy delegation will 1

f the problem:
deals with the substance o
e r regarding the study of principles,

ed us last with a

should be made to go beyond the mere continuing of previous activities in thig
o ea
field and to seek nev modglities based on the most advanced knowledge galnedthe85 inadequacy of the results obtained this ¥

: i ions had furnish
past few years. In view of the present characteristics of thig programme, my - although the Swedish and Canadian delegation

ress.
seful basis which should have enabled us $o make much more concrete prog

Qur second

delegation does not feel that there is any need to increase the financial very u

This question should therefore be given a Very high priority.

resources at its disposal. The replies to the questionnaire which should now

comment deals ; .
i i ! dancy , and we must react ag
will furnish the Expert on Space Applications -~ to whose competence my deleg&mnn towards duplication of effort, tovards redun v,

wishes to pay a tribute -- with the necessary data for the reorganization of the, ég this if we wish to proceed effectively.

programme,

Secondly, as regards the Legal Sub~-Committee, we can but welcome the
agreement that has been finally reached on the Draft Convention on Reglstratlonof
Objects Launched into Outer Space. The principle of notifying the Seeretariat ‘
of the United Nations whenever a space object is given a designator or registration
nurber , together with the clause stipulating that a revision of the convention
can ‘be brought inte play as soon as the development of space technology makes
the mandatory marking of space ctjects techrnically and economically feasible, seems

to us te censtitute a satisfactory stage. My delegation therefore considers that

this text, which is the culmination of many years of work, should now be submitited |
to the Generai Assembly so that it can approve it at its next session.

On the other hand, we must note that no real progress has been achieved this
year on the various ﬁoints of disagreement concerning the Treaty Relating to the

Moon. Further efforts must therefore be made. While respecting the order of

o ’ .xgxﬁ%‘ -

priority which has been given to this text, other matters also deserve, in our ;

view, our urgent attention dtiring the current session of the Committee.
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Thus, for example, there was a general debate on these same controversig]

points, both within the plenary group -- that is, the Leszal Sub-Committee ..—
and within the small group vhose task it was to draft first principles,

as well as within the specialized Working Group. Thus we have to achieve

a necessary rationalization based on the nature of the problems econcerned,

be they political, juridical, technical or economic.

fnother question which deserves our attention is that of remote sensing
of the earth's resources. The Legal Sub-Committee, which dealt with this
problem affer the other Sub-Committee, was unable to devote sufficient time
to its consideration; it simply took note of the presentation of the draft
declaration of principles prepared by the Soviet delegation and that of my
ovn coumtry. That text was an additional development along the road laid
down last year when our two delegations took the initiative of mergines two
documents into a single one on this subject.

As to the other aspects of this question, my delegation considers that
remote sensing should be included as a high-priority item in the work of the
Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee.

In conclusion, I should like to stress once again my delegation's concern
refarding our working methods. Is it not time for us to ask whether the methods
that we have beeg applying and the structures within which we work are adapted
to the objectives we are pursuing? We wonder to what extent our delegations
are not themselves responsible for the dispersal of efforts represented by the
multiplicity of meetingé held at wvarious levels during which the same things
are repeated over and over again. If we want to react effectively to the
challenge T mentioned at the outset, we must make an effort to rationalize the
work of our subsidiary bodiesr‘%hus we will have better chances of making progress
when we deal with the substance of our problems.

Before concluding my statement, I should like on behalf of my delezation
to endorse the tribute you paid vesterday, Mr. Chairman, to “r. Abdel-Chani,
who is leaving his post as Director of the Outer Svace Affairs Division. My
delegation is fully aware of the great contribution he has made to the work of
this Committee during the many years he has been associated with this Organization:
We are deeply srateful to Mr. Abdel-Ghani and we extend to him our warmest thanks

together with our best wishes for his future work.

A/AC,105/PV.132
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lir. CHERISTIANT (Austria): The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of

' quser Space, neeting for the seventeenth time in its history, can agaln,

a5 was the case in previous vears, look at very substantial achievements
and progress in manifold molitical, legal, scientific and other aspects of
ipternational co--operation in space-related matters. iy delegation wishes
ot this stage to give a brief and more general summary of its position on the
various questions before the Committee, and will follow up with more detailed
conments when the various items on our agende are taken up for detailed
consideration.

Before doing so, however, my delegation, for the fifth time this year,
has the pleasant cpportunity to extend its sincere welcome to the new members

of the Commitiee., My delegation is looking forward to co~oneratinm_with them also

“in the framework of the main Committee.

Mr. Chaivman, in your statement yesterday, reference was made to the
again imoressive achievements of the major space Powers, as well as of obther
countries, in the peaceful exploration of outer space and the utilization of
technology derived therefrom. Although the picture clearly shous that
exploration and utilization of outer space are still very much within the
purview of only & few space Powers, we have been able, over
the years,to witness a gradual increase in the number of countries which
become actively interested in space matters and eventually start to conduct
their own space activities, be it on a modest scale.

I feel one can say without any exaggeration that the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space has played an important and, in a few instances,
even decisive role in this respect. Detailed information about the various
activities in space research conducted in Austria is to be found in
document A/AC.105/123/Add.l, and I will therefore not dwell on it in the
framevork of our present discussion.

I might just mention in this context that decisive efforts are under way
"0t onlv to widen the scope of Austria’s direct participation in international
Stace programmes , but also to increase the knowledge among the population of
Ur country in relation to space matters in general. To this end a new Space
Agency was created, which became operational at the beginning of this year.
& Present , my Government is studying the possibilities of Austria's vwarticipation

N the Space Lab Programme.
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Turnine now o the vork PrOTAINNe Before 118 — and, more specificallsy to
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the various reports cubaibied v Lhe S Pommittees -~ . I should like to Start

With a few comments on lesal watters.
5
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L 1s of course = metter of sreat satisfaction o mv dele~ation that the
diraft fonvention on the resistration of obiects launched into outer snace was
arreed unon 1o the Lewal fub-Committee. As had become manifest last vear. the

possibility of bridains the zan betveen divergent views and the reconeiliation
of opinion was much ~reabter with respect to this draft Convention than in
relation to the {oon Treatv, Since my delesation, as T have said, will make
more detailed comments on both instruments during the debste on this subject
later this veek, I will refrain at the Homent from going into the substance
of the matter. I should like, hovever, to take up one particular asnect: it

is a procedural one and relates to the possible setting up of a working group

for further discussion of the "foan Treats.,

It is well 4nowm that my delepation has always favoured, and indeed
strongly advocated, that the main Comnittee have a role of its own in all
mabters referred to it by the subsidiary bodies., Therefore, generally sneaking,
efforts should always be underbalren to further agreement in the main Commitiee
or outstending issues. However, the establishment of a special procedural
machinery or device such as a vorking group seems warranted to us only if real
arogress can be reasonably expected. To our reasret, we must say that the
report of the Legal bub--Committes, as well as “ir. Turk's excellent introduction
and exvlsnations yesterday, does not create the impression that any substantial
vrogress can be achieved with regard to the "con Trealv at the nresent time,

Ye all tnow the reasons for that: e are avare that the outstandine~ issues, are,
in the viev of several delemations, not onlv linked with wmatters other than svace

1z but also intevrelated in the sense of o hackare.
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(Mr, Christiani, Austria)

My delegation hasg always favoured the Principle of economizing meeting costg to

the
greatest extent possible and feasible. On the other hand,

we feel, as many
other delegations do, the appropriateness of ho

lding meetings or United Nationg
bodies outside Headquar%ers.

In locking at the conclusions contained in the study by the Secretariat,
annexed to the report of the Legal Sub~Committee, W& can see that there Seems

to be only a minimal cost differenceﬁ if any, in holding the session of the

Legal Sub-Committee in Geneva. iy delegation, therefore, would have no objectiop g

in principle to holding future sessions of that Sub-Committee in Geneva, However,

let me aga that in the view of my delegation we should g

to a systenm whereby the venues of both Sub-Committees, the Legal Sub~Committee

and the Scientifice and Technical Sub—Committee, would be rotated between Wew York

and Geneva , and possibly even another place.

As far as the Programme of work for next year's session is concerned

s We
feel that the decision by the Legal Sub-Committee to accord priority to three
items on itsg agenda, namely, the mooen, direct broadeast satellites and remote

seﬁsing, therefore devoting roughly equal time to
sound one. However

as well as on the question of convening another universal Space conference, I

Working Group on Remote Sensing

Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee
that the cardinal question f

and from the session of the,

acing us in the United WNations at the %

present time, in discussing remote sensing, and at the same time the point

of quite Substantial differences of opinion, does not lie s0 mueh in particular

1lso give serious thought g'
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Mr. Christiani sy

Turning tc the second major item in the Scientific and Technical

Sub-Committee's repory, I wish to combine my remarks with a word of

Praise fop o
Expert on Space Applications, Mr. Murthy, for Wwhat he has accomplished so fap

within very modest ﬁeans.\

Again deferring detailed comments to a later stage, I wish to offer somenmr&;?

zeneral thoughts on a few poeints., First and foremost , I should like to repeat

vhat vas repeatedly advocated by my delegation in the past years: we are strongy

in fevour of keeping and expanding -- I repeat expanding -~ our involvement ip the

promotion of the practical application of space technology. We therefore have

supported and will continue to support the making available of adequate funds

tc carry on present activities, to increase and expand those activities ‘ﬁf

which, after a careful assessment, we find useful and, furthermore, to devige :
new programmes in order to adapt the activity to changing circumstances and needs, . i

I vish to stress at the same time that we, like many others, also are in favour of

a close scrutiny of the rast and present activities and , even more important, of
the proposed long-term Plans.

The question comes to mind here, which yardstick do we really have to measure
the success or the failure of individual activities ang programues? I have 1o
confess in all honesty that we have not yet found s satisfactory answer to that
crucial question. Of course, we can rely to a great extent on the versonal
assessment of the Expert, based on response by contacted Persons,

in panels, and so on. But it is not necessary, and perhaps even high time, for us

also to solicit directly the reaction, the assessments and needs of the countries
nost direetly conecerned by a specific Programme --the developing ones, whether
they are members of this Committee or not. I think we need their reaction, we

need their assessment, and above all, we need a dialogue with them ir all matters
of space application.

participants 1;

For that reason, my delegation hasg Sponsored the questionnaire to be submitted

to Member States. We are convinced that, provided the response is adequately

forthcoming, the assessment of the answers and, let us hope, new proposals, will

shape decisively the direction of the space applications
to come.

programie for the years
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I should also like to telie this opportunity to express our sincere

cppreciation to the excellent, coupetent and dedicated staff of the Outer Srace

Affairs Division of the United Wations Secretariat.
As 1 said at the outset,.my delegation will have to make more detailed

comments on the various subjects when they are taken up for discussion.

Mr. SKALA {Sveden): The enlaraed Outer Space Committee is reconvenin-

for another summing-up of work carried cut in its subsidiary bodies during the

past twelve months and for the nlanning of the next sequence of meetings in the
1975 conference calendar.

In past years my delegation, like others, has in its general statement

often marvelled at the phenomenol vrosress achieved in outer space during the
year ag develomments raced forwvard at a breathtaking pace, culminating in that
forever-.glorious day of the first moon landing.

In comparison, the 1973- 10Tk neriod seewms to us less dramatic both renerally

speaking and in recard to the nited Fations Outer Snace Committee itself and

the work that has been carried out in it. That is not to say that this

period has been unproductive. It has, on the contrarv, heen the most intensive
in the historv of the Committee, with four subsidiarv bhodies meetine for a

total of eleven weeks.

Part of our work -~ particularly in the remote-sensing field .— was

carried out under the impact of the worldis growing energy and raw-material
predicament, vhich lent a sense of increased relevance and urgency to our efforis.

For our part, we welcome the intensitv of work that characterized last year,

and we also welcome, in general terms, the organizational framework which made

that intensive work possible. It has wermitted the achievement 0F important

progress in at least three main areas of discussion.

It is true that final results have been reached in just one case --- that 13

the drafting of a Convention on Re~istration -- thanks mainly 4o the

Yorkin« Croun on Direct Broadcast Satellites and the Working Group on Remote

Sensing. It was, however, also possible to advance cousiderably in these

two areas of central significance to this Committee and the United Nations

membership senerally.
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DIESErve Plesibility
4th repard to the selechion of the proper bodies For the dlscugeion ol thoses
items, 1z it likelv that we shzll be able Lo acres on s aseful vorline
zehedule for newt vear and, in the sc wvhat lonrsr mo. to find a conscnsus on
the suhstantive issues themgelves, ‘

The Swedish delezabion will, of course, revert to the senarate ipems on our
agenda ag they are dealt with in the course of this session, Genevally speaking,
of course, our visus are well known by now since wve nave had so many aeetings
in the cowrse of this vear. In this introductory phase of the Comsaittee’s wvork
e should like to offer the following rewmarlks.

ih regard to remote sensing, thers is no doubt that the pagt year has seen
ureat nropress both in the field of practical applications and in the United
Yations context., FBRTS.1 has proved an outstanding success, and wmost scientists
and practical applicators are eagerly awaiting the launching ERTS-B. The Sioux
"alls Distribution Center is undoubtedly experiencing certain problems as a
result of the very great demand for images. but that situation ig in itself
 interestiny fact for those who, like us, are studying the international
*pects of this technology.

7ithin the United Mations context, progress has, as always, been guite slow,
“Ub o our wmind there is little doubt that we are moving ahead in the rizht
4dreCtion3 thanls primerily to the intensive work performed by the Vorking

H“U? on Remote Sensing under the very able chairmanshin of the representative

°f Ttaly now in our midst and, in certain respects, by the Scientific and
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{Mr. Skala, Sweden)

("Ir. Skala, Svweden)

Our own analysis of the problem has, however , led us to doubt that slobal

Technical Sub--Commi . . X
ub--Committee. At the same time it seems clear to my delemation th
whieh constitutes one of the

yoles will Dbe easily applicable in this field,

our work is at a w ; X
cross-roads with regard to the main course to choose for
economic, organizational, lesal and other

ore complicated webs of technical,
omponents vhich we have had before us so far in this Committee.
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ossible patterns of the

elevant problem
grged that our efforts be concentrated on the p
ation of an operative remote sensing system.
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“segment , could demonstrab
by a number of States in

sustified political and legal apprehensions held

d
‘pelation to remote sensing activities. It will also have the advantage of

going to the heart of the matter more directly than is possible through the

intermediary of meneral legal rules, which will furthermore be slow 1o

" materialize.
I should say, in passing, t

gtatement just made by the representative of Belzium.
zational problem concerning possible natierns

hat I listened with great interest to the
e asked certain direct

questions with regard to the organi
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of organization. stions were dealt with

by the Swedish delesation in its repk
in document A/AC.105/C.1/WG.4/L.6/Add.L -- perhaps ve have no
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problems conclusively, but at least we h
he statement
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n which he said that he also saw a

Just made by the representative of Belgium 1
esented by

work and lent his support to the new draft pr

need for a legal frame
if the organizational nath is

the French and Soviet delegations. As we see it,
pursued, the need for even some of the clauses contained in that French-Soviet

draft would become superfluous. There is perhaps a further need to analyse
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Mr. Skale, Sweden) k3

(Mr. Skala, Sveden)

exact Th i : .
ly what I said -~ that is, the ormanization~i nossibility in this fieys
) We remain hopeful, therefore, that in the long run this Outer Space Cornmittee

Lhet wrs n neranthetical reapl,
éﬁll be able to arrive at a judicious blend of organizational and lesal

3 quirements for the us

The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, realizing the interest of
pursuing the organizational qurseg decided to recommend the commissioning e of remote sensing technology on the international level.
of a number of general studiel in this field. They would relate both to the qfd Important progress was also registered in the direct broadcasting satellite
segment and to the space segment and the training needs of developing ; ¢ield, although it is true that in that field too positions on essential noints
seerl to harden and become more uncompromising as the debate proceeds. However,

countries. We are convinced that the Outer Space Committee will now want to 5
It is interesting to note that it is

in our view the promising signs prevail.

decide formally on the actual launching of those studies. They would constitut
ix to seven years since this item was formally introduced on our agenda

.'OW s.

a most timely basis for next year’s work in the remote sensing field, including
ihrough a joint Canadian-Swedish proposal.

e have certainly come a long way

the legal parts thereof.
A change that

Procedurally, our simple wish for next year is that enough time will be gince then,_although our speed has not exactly been break-neck.
has taken place since then, however, is that nobody any longer denies the rather

devoted to all aspects of the remote sensing item, undoubtedly the most
and even the

aft

imminent probability of a direct broadcast satellite technology,

important one now on our agenda. It is possible that the best way of obtaining
most incredulous in this Committee have, this year, gone so far as to dr

good results during next year would be to reconstitute the interdisciplinary
their own set of principles for the international use of direct broadcast

Working Group on Remote Sensing as a group of the Cuter Space Committee itself
satellites. This is a most welcome step forward, which means that the whole

and to give it the unambiguous mandate of assessing and analysing the studies
The merging of those into

naw to ?e initiated by the Secretariat and to point to salient orpgeanizational : ¥mP1Y of different viewpoints is now on our table.
'@_generally acceptable whole has now started.

This is not the moment to enter into the substance of the matter.
and understanding

and legal features which should be kept in mind for the future in the work of
I should

the two permanent Sub-Committees. BSuch preparatory work would undoubtedly

only like to register my delegation's satisfaction at the support

assist the two Sub-Committees in their respective tasks.
that have been lent to the joint Canadian -Swedish draft principles presented to

In this context, representatives will also recall that the
‘the Committee in 1973 and explained and discussed quite extensively in this

Legal Sub-Committee has requested certain information on the legal aspects of
year's debate of the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites and in the

remote sensing from the existing Working Group information which has not yet
Tegal Sub.- Committee. This proposal, as is by now well known to most representatives,

eam of the discussion and to heed

ty of the General

veen supplied.
_deliberately tries to place itself in the meinstr

The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee recognizes that work on
‘the appeals for certain regulation made by the great majori

_ASSEmbl;y° We harbour a certain hope that even those who today hold
those who abhor the idea

organizational and legal aspectg of remote sensing should proceed together,

in parallel. There is a good possibility of proceeding in that manner next
SOmewhat extreme views on the subject -~ that is,

year. Our insight into the organizational requirements will grow and our
that international communications of & devious nature should be regulated

understanding of the limits of legal regulations will also become more
internationally and those who would like to regulate it in minute, probably

realistic -~ as was, by the way, already quite noticeable in this year's
cceptable to move towards the

impossible, detail -- will graduslly find it a

preliminary debate in the Legal Sub-Committee.
middle road, which we have tried to eatablish together with our eminent

Canadian friends.
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{lir, Skalsa, Sweden)'.?

hose of you who participated in the Legal Sub-Committee will recall,
As tho '

)ﬁﬁe. rive relat
. jscussion and a text with meny square brackets to dengte varying

The Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites and the Legal Sub-Comni t4 ively easy subjects anproached there gave rise yo

did start an amalgamation of the various proposals on our table, but it became:

guite evident that on crucial points there is still a very great amount of We hope that those vroblems will not be too diffiecult to Overcome ,

explanation and discussibn is stlll needed before we can hope to reach a consep o fact that there are vroblems.

}Ils does ‘DOlnt to th

This has direct implications for our work next year. Lelieve, therefore, that on the more comnlicated issues T have just
e [} 9

7 avesiions =ueh & prior consent, co-cperation and perticipation and 3 I reparations are necessary. It would seem advisapie
i her P s
the technical problem of spill-over, there does not yet seem to be enough ned furt -

of a common understanding -- not even coneeptually —— for us to be able to o 4o it & clesr mandste o clsborate further the concepts of consont.
g

draft articles of a declaration.

Va,tlon and partlclbatlon for the benefit of the draftlng of articles op

’.;I;e%al Sub-Committee next year within the relatively short +ime vhich will

4 of direct broadcasting by satellite. Ue would welcome it ip g0 resultg

be achieved in less than the seven years that we have needeq 4, get Just

¥ delegation greets with satisfaction the fact that Ggreement hag now

eached on a convention on rengtratmn’ & ;esu;lt Whmh 50 narrowis

N esca-ped
t vear, and we should like to P&y 2 t”bm’&m the._‘mﬁirlng effor

ts of
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and provides sufficie i
nt protection of the i
nterests of all States
+ Although

i1s i )i i % i b

.
Fl e

I >
E:I ] r t o f > t : ] 3 j .t by .

into line with the real
world around us It wo
. uld also have the ad
vantage of

perhaps receive their soluti )
lcon 1in other international bodi
odies working with anal
ogo

problems,

i 3

3

renresey La,(, ves 4
”10 (M) =16 (l e e ressing - e o

"ir, Abdel-Ghani. "e shall miss him very much

guologize for t

f
§O
position,
does not at al
gspects of remote sensing,
and the Belgian position in that
organization and is waiting until thorou

We ar
international level alone.

~ more specific.
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The CHAIRMAN: I call on the representative of Relpgium.

Mr. DELROT {Belgium) (interpretation from #rench}: I should like to
aking the flecor once again, but since my excellent colleague
ron Sweden referred to my statement T should like briefly to make Belgium's

gition somevhat clearer.
felt that there was some ambiguity in our

gince the representative of Sweden
Belgium

1 should like to repeat the general lines of our statement.

1 overleook the very excellent document on the orsanizational
but there is a nuance between the Swedish position

Belgium has not as yet opted for internationsal

gh studies have been made in that field.

e not absolutely sure that remote sensing can be governed at the

If we were to design a system for the surveillance

it is quite obvious that there we might be moving

of natural catastrophes,
But it is also guite obvious that

towards the global concept of the system.
emain focussed on national programmes whi

he space goals in Furope may be different

remote sensing will surely r ch are

Tt is possible that t

from those of a country like Brazil, which carries out surveillance of the

Amazon.

That is the explanation.
sing sphere, that would be fine.

We think that if ve could internationalize
the entire remote sen Byt if only a part of
then we think

sssed on nationality or regionality,

remote sensing is to be foc
That is precisely

that we should move in the direction of legal concepts.

what Belgium wished to say.

The CHATIRMAW: I call on the representative of Sweden.

T should simply like to thank the representative

Mp. SKALA (Sweden):

at we are very much on the same lines on

of Belgium. It does seem indeed th

this question.
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The (BAIRMAN: 5o far we have heard seven statements in the geveral
debate. For this alfternoon four delegations have indicated their intentiou 1o
spesk, three definitely and one tentatively. and since, for the concluding part
of the debate tomorrow morning, there are eleven names on the list I would
appesl to delegations that are scheduled to speak then to consider whether they
could speak this afternoon instead. In order to make full use of the time
gvailable to us this afternoon, I propose that, when members have made their
statements, we should, with the Conmitiee's consent, hear statements from the
observing agencies, ESRO and COSPAR.

In accordance with the decision taken yesterday, the 1list of speakers was
closed at noon today when, 88 T have indicated, it included & total of
twenty-two delegations, but if other delegetions still are weighing the
possibhility of taking part perhaps the Secretary could stop the clock =t that

hour ard sllow them, with the indulgence of the Committee, a few wore wminutes in

which to submit their names.

The meeting rose at 12,20 p.um.




