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{Mr. Vellodi, India}

GENERAL DEBATE (continued)

your permission, Mr. Chairman, and with the indulgence of my fellow

Mr. VELLODI (India): Mr. Chai the Commi . . ) .

M ELLODI (In 13)“ hairman, the Committee on the Peaceful statives, I should like to devote the rest of my statement to taking

0 i ti i in .

Uses of Outer Space is meeting once again under your very able leadership, s & sense, of where we find ourselves today, move than 15 years after
delegati is confident that o i i i i : - . . .

W delegation o e 8s on previous occasions you will guide us smmittee was established. We believe that this is a useful and even

make this a productive session. . . . . s . .
P exercise which can assist us significantly in understanding our role

I should like to join you . Chai d th representative : ' . . . .
on to join you, Mr. Chairman, an ose TEP S who “orrect perspective and in planning our future programme of work in a

have spoken before me in conveying our profound condolences to the delegat hat will produce maximum results

of the Soviet Union, France and Italy on the demise of Academician Blagonr: believe that this is a very opportune and POSsibly the right time to

Mr. Chavet and Mr. Fiorio, all of whom had made very significant contribu ke this exercise, for reasons I shall explain
. .

to the work of this Committee. gt, we are fast approaching the end of the second decade of space

It is customary during the general debate for delegations to make geﬁ tion. Our Committee has been in existence for more then 15 years.

remarks on the substantive items on the agenda. Some delegations use this his period it has dealt with so many aspects of outer space that it

occasion also to refer to the highlights in their respective national progr ow be possible for us to identify areas and problems which relate

I shall be very brief in this respect. I shall defer stating my delegatio ally to our mandate and to pursue them in a more meaningful manner.

views on the substantive issues before us until we consider agenda item bk, ondly, we believe that this is the right time to engage in such stocktaking

covering the reports of our two Sub-Committees. & of the very significant change that has taken place from the competitive

As regards the highlights of the Indian space programme, I wish to plac the fifties and the early sixties to the co--operative society of the

on record our deep appreciation to the Government of the Soviet Union and ties. Whereas in the fifties and in the early sixties we were witnessing

o the Soviet Academy of Sciences in particular for the assistance they bf supremacy in technology relating to and achievements in space

provided us for the successful launching of our first satellite in April t aiion, we are today witnessing the final stages of the preparations for

year. 1 must thank you also, Mr. Chairman, for the very generous sentimen 10~Soyuz test project, a truly remarkable co--operative effort,

our satellite launch that you expressed guring your opening statement. I d Por next month

also to report to the Committee that final preparations are currently unde nother significant change which has taken place over the years is that

for the satellite instructional television experiment which we are plannin

conduct for one year with the help of the ATSF satellite launched by NASA 1€
s east

€re were no treaties, conventions or even guiding principles to govern

onduct of activities in outer space, we find today a series of excellent

. . . ) 35 degree . . . . e . . . .
May and which is at present being moved to the position at o < Lnstruments whiech will significantly assist us in considering

longitude from vhere it will operate during the experiment. This major ional and correct perspective thé problems covered in our mandate.

experiment, which could have far-reaching implications not only for my coud _another striking change is the fact that whereas in 1959 the operative

but elsewhere in the world, would not have been possible without the gener® ®8% in space activities was confined essentially to two countries, today
. 2

assistance of NASA, and I wish to place on record our deep gratitude in thi advent of space applications all countries are interested and in one

regard. The two major items in our space programme that I have just menti Nother even involved in activities relating to the peaceful uses of

are in a sense true examples of international co-operation in the erea of ? Bpace,

peaceful uses of outer space,
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Perhaps the most important reason why stocktaking or review is called
for at this stage is this: My delegation is somewhat concerned at the fact that
there does not appear to be a sufficient meeting of minds even among the members
of this Committee about the exact role and functions of our Committee, or for
that matter of the United Nations, in this extremely important area of activity,
More than 13 years ago the General Assembly, in resolution 1721 B {XVI),
expressed the belief that the United Nations should provide the focal point for
international co-operation in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space,
That sentiment has been reiterated a number of times since then, and in those
cases the tern "focal point™ has been applied sometimes to the Unhited Nations
itself, sometimes to the main Committee., and at other times even to the Scientifi
and Technical Sub.-Committee. My delegation, however, is not sure vhether all
of us understand and interpret this sentiment in the same way. While in several
areas our Committee, the Sub- Committees and the various working groups set up
to consider specific fields have made very significant contributions, it is
perhaps equally true that in certain other and equally important areas we still
appear to be uncertain about our objectives, and at times the United Nations
seems to be no more than a spectator watching activities taking place outside,
vhen in keeping with its focal role the United Nations should be involved in
such activities.

Finally, we believe that this is the right time for such stecktaking hecause
bilateral and multilateral co--operation have been proceeding at an increasing
tempo during the past several years and we are of the view that such co--operative
efforts have succeeded in preparing the ground for global co-operation under
United Uations auspices;
| The review or stocktaking of the functioning of our Committee must essentialll;
be carried out on the basis of three questions: What has been our mandate? Have

we adequately fulfilled our mandate?

I should like to elaborate on those three approaches.

How do we view the future of our Committee?;f

AJAC.105/PV1LE
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The first auestion is, what has been our mandate? To answer this question

one must 2o back to the origins of this Committee,because, although successive

- yesolutions of the General Assembly -- and there have been almost 30 of them -- may

ghow differences in the relative priorities accorded the various issues connected

Cyith the peaceful uwses of outer space, we do not believe that any disagreement

exists today regarding the principal theme of international co-operation, a bhrase

;thm;appeared in the titles of the two items whose inclusion on the agenda of the

thirteenth session was sought by the Soviet Union and the United States. The

.cmmept of the exclusive use of outer space for peaceful purposes -- a concept

" contained in the letter Presidemt Eisenhower gddressed to Chairmen Bulganin in

Jenuary 1958, which in a sense brought the issue of outer space before the

United Nations ~-- was abandoned within a year, obvicusly because of Strategic
considerations. But the concept of international co-operation has been reflected
in one form or another in every one of the resolutiqns adopted by the General
Assembly, almost all of them unanimously, on the question of outer space.
Resolution 1348 (XIII), adopted in December 1958, which established the
Ad Hoc Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, recognized
"the great importance of international co—operation in the study and
utilization of outer space"
and expressed the belief that
"the development of ... international and scientific co-operation in the
peaceful uses of outer space should be vigorously pursued".
That resolution asked the Ad Hoe Committee to report to the General Assembly
on
"The area of international co-operation and programmes in the peaceful uses
‘of outer space which could appropriately be undertaken under United Nations
auspices to the benefit of States irresgﬁctive of the state of their economic
or scientific development',
taking into account, among other things, the proposals for
"Co-ordination of national research programmes for the study of outer space,

and the rendering of all possible assistance and help towards their

realization". (General Assembly resolution 1348 (XIII))
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General Assembly resolution 1472 (XIV), which was adopted unanimously the

gof gure if there is a meeting of minds within this Committee as to the precise

following year and which formally estazblished our Committee, specifically stateg

) . ; .. "y the United Nations in this important £ ivity. ;
that the United Nations should promote international co-operntion in the peacey role of . P area of activity., My delegation
‘beiie"'es that, while our record so far has not been on the whole an unimpressive

uses of out space and asked out Committee to

. . . . . the time has come when we should conduct a serious review of
"review, as appropriate, the area of international co-operation, and to gy, ones vhat has been done

-s,;a, perhaps even more important, examine whether the developments during the

practical and feasible means for giving effect to programmes in the pPeacefy )
past several years, particularly in the area of space applications, cell for any

uses of outer space which could appropriately be undertaken under Unitegd

¢hanges in our approach or in the consideration of the problems we are dealing with.

Nations auspices"

I said a moment ago that my delegation is of the view that in the

ineluding, inter alia, the

. . . . . . . implementation of our mandate our record has not been & i i
"Organization of the mutual exchange and dissemination of information on wp n unimpressive one. That

is particularly so on the legal side, and T should like to take this opportunity

outer space ...' and the

to express our rratitude to the successive chairmen and members of the Legal

"Encouragement of national research programmes for the study of outer space

‘Sub-Cormittees for their truly remarkable achievements. On the other hand, the

and the rendering of sll possible assistance and help towards their

realization". (General Assembly resolution 1472 (XIV))

Seientific and Technical Bub-Committee has to some extent been handicapped by

_the fact that, unlike the Legal Sub-Committee, it did not even have very clear

I have dealt with this aspect of our mandate in some detail because, in my

“ objectives or gosls to work towards. Yet over the years the Scientific and

delegation's view, it is by far the most important aspect.

Technical Sub-Committee, under its very able chairmen —- initially Mr. Martin and

Another area explicitly covered in our mandate relates to the legal

later Mr. Carver -- has done excellent work largely of an exploratory nature

implications of outer space activities., General Assembly resolutions 13k8 (X111)
and 1472 (XIV) asked our Committee "™to study the nature of legal problems which g

“which in our opinion needs to be pursued. In this connexion, my delegation is of

the view that we should seriously consider the reconvening of the Working Groups

arise from the exploration of outer space’. Later the General Assembly identifieq
. on Remote Sensing and on Direct Prcedesst Satellites in crier that the fruits

specific problems and indicated their inter se priorities.

of the excellent preparatory work carried out by these two Working Groups under

Other areas included in our mandate which are in a sense linked with the

the very able chairmanship of the late Mr. Fiorio and Ambassador Rydbeck should

concept of international co-operation,relate to the granting of technicel and

not be wasted, particularly in view of the great importance of these two areas of

financial assistance to Member States which require such assistance and the

Space applications and the vast benefits that can accrue from them.

provision of adeguate facilities for education and training. References to these

After having referred to the positive side of the implementation of our mandate,

issues can be found in resolutions adopted by the General Assembly as early as
1962 and 1963.

Having incic-ted what in my delegation's view are the major aspects of our

let me very briefly refer to some sreas where my delegation feels we could and

should have done better. To do this, let me once again return to General Assembly

resolution 1348 (XTII), adopted in 1958. It asked us to report on the

mandate, I shall now attempt to state my delegation's answer to the second question.
=

I asked carlier in this statement -- nemely, have we succeeded in sdequately

implementing our mandate and have the results achieved so far beencarensurate

1] . . . +
area of international co-operation and programmes in the peaceful uses of

outer space which could appropriately be undertaken under United Nations

auspices for the benefit of States irrespective of the state of their economic

(General Assembly resolution 1348 (XIIT))

with gur initial objectives? It is difficult to find a generally acceptable

Or scientific development.

answer to this question because, as I indicated earlier in this statement, I am
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T am reasonably femiliar with the documentation of this Committee ever

since its inception, but I do not remember seeing any rerort or recommendat But this intention, even assuming it was a serious one, was never

from this Committee dealing comprehensively with this question. At the Vien ved up. Even the modest proposal made by my own delegation at that time, to
Conference of 1968 a serious attempt Was'?ade in the right direction, but up an eXpert group to advise the Committee on the best manner in which to
unfortunately there was no direct or meaningful follow-up in this Committee mote space applications for the benefit of those countries not advanced
of the many positive and constructive suggestions made at the Conference, pace research, was not accepted. The proposal made at Vienna by the

Resolution 2453 (XXIII) of the General Assembly, which relates to the orrment of Sierra Leone for the setting up of 2 United Nations centre for

Vienna Conference, while commending the results of the Conference, noted the rﬁation and consultation was, according to resolution 2453 (XXIII), to be

intention of the Committee to consider all proposals arising from the émiﬁe& by the Committee, but that examination did not take place, or even

discussions at the Conference. t did, nothing came of it.
It is paradoxical that tpe only recommendation contained in that resolution
Yat was taken up seriously was the invitation the General Assembly extended to
specialized agencies to consider the work of the Conference and to take the
cessary follow-up steps to ensure the further progress of work in their
sféctive areas of competence. The specialized agencies did respond to this,
it is a fact of which we are only too conscious, =&t times perhaps
embarrassingly conscious, that some of the specialized agencies are far more
ﬁive in the area of space applications than we are,in spite of our being

he focal point for activities in this area.

Resolution 1472 (XIV), adopted in 1959, suggested specific tasks for

his Committee. Our Committee was asked to review the area of international
_O—dperation and study practical means for giving effect to programmes in the
eﬁceful uses of outer space to be undertsken under the United Nations auspices.
hg resolution specified three areas of activity which the Assembly felt

_0. d be so undertaken.

The first of these related to assistance for the continuation on a
-??Tmanent basis of outer-space research then being carried on within the
:ffémework of the International Geophysical Year. I do not wish to dwell on
ftﬁis, but, as far as Wwe are aware, no research on a permanent or, for that
;?ﬁtﬁer, even on a sewi-permanent basis,is being carried out under United Nations
:éﬁspices. But the next two injunctions of the General Assembly, contained
7$ﬁ'SUbP&ragraphs(a) (ii) and (a) (iii) of operative paragraph 1 of resolution

'lkTa (XIV), are really the importent ones. Subparagraph (a) (ii) refers to
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(Mr. Vellodi, India)-:

Unfortunately, no serious attempt has been made at any time to clarify how

s important recommendation was to be implemented, and my delegation

the organization of the mutual exchange and dissemination of information on”
els‘that we should now make a serious attempt to remedy this mistake

outer space research. In the view of my delegation, this matter deserves

guse in ‘our view this injunction of the General Assembly is perhaps
some attention. .
2 most important one that has a direct bearing on the role of the United

While it 1s true that some attempt i;\being made to implement this .
ong in the area of the peaceful -uses of cuter space.

recommendation through the documents the Secretariat provides us each year, . . .
Let me now try to express my delegation's answer to the third guestion, I

covering national and co-operative internstional space activities for the . . .
e P ed, namely, how do we view the future of our Committee? TFirst and foremost, we

preceding year, we are not sure whether the information contained in these _ . . . .
el that merely to reiterate that the United Nations should provide the

reports is adequabe. I would be very surprised if any of the national space
cal point for international co- —operation in the peaceful exploration and

agencies or governmental agencies dealing with space matters ever refer 4o
‘of ouber space is not sufficient. We should understand clearly and

these documents to find out what is going on in other countries in the area of

agree among ourselves how this somewhat vague concept can be translated into

space sciences, space technology oI space spplications. The information .
ctical reality. Only then can we proceed further and try to do what we

contained in these reports is so general in nature and gt times so sketchy that : ) . .
ve been asked to do: namely, to define the area of internatiocnal

it does not, in our opinion, constitute the type of reference material . . .
‘ operation and programmes that can be undertaken under United Natilons

contemplated in the mandate given to us by the General Assembly.
When I say this, it is no reflection on the Secretariat. The . .
TIf we come to the conclusion that the United Nations has a role to

Secretariat can only produce the document on the basis of information
y -— and my delegation is convinced that it has -- we should then embark

voluntarily submitted by the Member States. Besides, there exists today, in . . . .
upon & serious study of practical means for giving effect to programmes 1in

the form of published material, either in the annual reports of the . .
peaceful use of outer space to be undertaken under United Natioms

national space agencies or in professional space journals, far more detailed e ]
spices. In the view of my delegation, the following are some of the

information, and it would seem to my delegation that we should seriously
ractlcal measures that the United Nations can and should undertake:

consider the utility of continuing the compilation of the report in its
Firstly, information should be disseminated in the most effective and

present form, on national and co-operative international activities. . . i .
Practical way, on the important and practical applications of space research

The third programme identified in General Assembly resolution : _ o )
r the direct benefit of mankind. This could be done, as it is being done

1472 (XIV) and reflected in subparagraph (a) (iii) of operative paragraph 1 . )
at-Pl‘esent, through the holding of workshops, panel meetings and seminars and

was the: 4
through the periodic publication -- possibly once every three years -- of various

"Encouragement of national research programmes for the study of o )
types of reports and documents, some of which I shall indicate: reports on the growing

outer space, and the rendering of all possible assistance and help o i ]
Bcope of national and international activities in the peaceful exploration and

towards their realization".
Mses of outer space; bibliographical lists covering scientific and technical
PTOblems relating to outer space; detailed information on faeilities available
'?°r education and training; popular pamphlets or a handbook on outer space
.activities; information on possible assistance from the United Nations, UNDP
and the specialized agencies for the encouragement and development of national
Space programmes, including detailed instructions on how to go about seeking

Buch assistance.
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What I have suggested with regard to the dissemination of information finthly . the development of additional international sounding rocket

‘ties should be encouraned.’
nthly and lastly, existing activities should be continued coverin~ the
e

is nothing new: T believe every single item I refer to has been referred to:

in one resolution or the other, or in oné| report or the other, of this

the maintenance of close relatiopshins with other

Committee. But there does seem to be an advantage, even at this stage, in lo. ration of leunchinrs

back at some of the suggestions that have been made, but that perhaps reve not ;es in the United Fations system, the convenin~ of workshoos symposia,

peen Tully complied with, “and the maintenance and developuent of relationships with international

¢ and technical organizations active in the field of outer space.

T shall now go on with my enumeration of the various measures we feel ntifi
could or should be wnderteken within the United Nations system. iﬁ'conclusion, I should like briefly to touch upon the question of the

rrangerents necessary to facilitate international co-operatlon

Secondly , education and training facilities should be provided and nlzatlonal 8,

encouraged and the possibility considered of establishing international trainin he field of outer space within the framework of the United Hations.

As early as 1959, this question was discussed in some depth by the

centres, under United Nations auspices, alcong the lines of the IAEA-sponsored
vhich, vhile concluding that it did not appear that the tasks

International Centre for Theoretical Physics at Trieste: oc Committee,

Thirdly, research, both naticnal and co-operative, should be encouraged .being recommended justified the estsblishment at that time of a

- . . . . _ ‘ .
through the provision of techmnical assistance, again along the lines of the ser agency , at the same time drev attention to the character an

d Hations
. autonorous bodies within the United Wations., such as

and assistance extended by IAEA under its technical assistance programme
and the United Hations

finetions of sermi
_CEF, the United ¥ations High Comaissioner for Refugees,

in which it found possible guidelines for a future

Fourthly, there should be established at United Nations Headquarters a

United Nations centre for information and consultation, which could be of valua Relief and Vorks Agency,

assistance particularly to the developing countries by providing them with the orsanizational set -up.

ilenber States have

information they would need for making independent and knovledgeable ‘Since then, many suggestions have been made. Several

3r0posed time and arfain, the setting up of a space agency: a suggestlon was

_made'by ay delegation in 1969 about the desirability of establishing an
1ications

decisions about participation in space applicaticon programmes:
Fifthly, tracking facilities should be disseminated in appropriate areas

of the world; .mﬁmrt group to advise on the best manner in wvhich to promote the app

e to nations not advanced in
Another

Sixthly, international regional data storage and dissemination centres for™ 'éfspace technology, with particular referenc

space research, including in particular the developing countries.
tific and Technical

data on earth resources satellites and related matters should be established;

SHSSEStion was made at the last meebing of the Scien
including my own, for the establishment

1d include

Seventhly, the establishment of internaticnal and domestic satellite
Sub--Conmittee by some delegations,
.Of.a joint programae coumittee for space applications which wou

technical representatives from all the concerned components of the

commmications systems should be encouraged;
Eighthly, space facilities relating to meteorology and geodesy should be
developed-
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United Hations family and the Chairman of our Commitiee, and which would

provide the basis for an interdisciplinary approach covering apnlications

dealing with the brcad facets of developmght and would assist in formulating

an integrated technical assistance programme in the area of space applications

thereby eusuring the optimun ubtilization of available resources.
Mr. Chairmen, I wish to thank you and my other colleagues for permitting

me to make this statement which, I am afraid, has been a long one and,

perhaps, somewhalt repetitive. But we sincerely believe that the time has com

when we siould take stock of where we stand and plan our Ffuture work meaningful

I have no doubt that if 27 ifens should meet with the approval of other
delegations, you, Sir, with your customary skill and initiative, will .find

sone way to implement then.

The CITATRIAN :

representative of Brazil.

The next name on wmy list of speakers is that of the
I take this opportunity to welcone
Anibassador Correa Az Costa who is taking part in the work of our Committee

for the first tine.

My, CORREA DA COSTA'(Brazil): Sir, let me start by saying how plea

I am to be taking the floor for the first time in this Coumittee and to be

participating in the work of this eighteenth session under your able chairmzn

Let me assure you not only that you 17 rely on our friendly ties as colleague

at the United Wations, but that you will have my full co~operation and that
of my entire delecation in your endeavours to make progress in the tasks
entrusted to this body. '

The responsibility we all feel here comes from the knowledge that this
Comnittee is not only a major one in our Orgenization, but also, if I may say
50, one of the wmost productive. having been rrivile~e to give birth to

a nuwiber of international treaties and conventions.

A/AC.105/PV. L6
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My delegation will, in this respect, bend its efforts to see that this
adition is kept alive and that the codification of internaticnal space

w is pursued with zeal and under close scrutiny. I believe I do not need
.dwell on the history of our earnest involvement with the work of this body.
ghould like only to express here, on behalf of my Government, our sincere
p@reciation for the confidence you, sir, and the members of this

:mmﬁttee have shown towards us in once more electing a member of our delegation
s Rapporteur.

This year our debates are sadly marked by the absence of three of the
moﬁ{capable, knowledgeable and active participants in the work of our Committee.
I, in the name of my dele~ation, associate myself with the heartfelt
sxpression of sorrow at the untinely demise of Mr. Charvet of TFrance,

. Franco Fiorio of Italy, and Academician Blaronravov of the USSR.

Our agenda could, at first glance, be interpreted as being less welghty

aﬁ those of former sessions, particularly as, in the current year, our two
bsidiary bodies have made substantial progress on the main issues outiined

in General Assembly resolution 3234 (X£IX). It is the considered view of my
legation, however, that, as the main political body entrusted with the task of
mddhg Pundamental recommendations to the General Assembly on space matters, this
sed mrittee cannot shy away from its inherent responsibility for tryine to improve
the present status of negotiations orn matters pertaining to either of the

5
Your opening statement, Sir, gave us a detailed view of what has been done in
~the field of the peaceful utilizaticn of outer space, in terms of current
ﬁééhnological achievements and in the diplomatic sphere. There is no need for me
tO_enter into an exhaustive examination of all asvects of the work done by owr
'gubSidiaty bodies. iy delegation will have occasion to present its point of view

ih detail when specific questions are discussed in the course of the present sessicn.
3ﬁ Wy general statement today will only outline my Government's position on what
iﬁ:deems to be the more relevant aspects of work in the lefal and scientific fields.
Let me deal first then with the task accomplished this year by the Legel

?thommittee. T

I do not err, am sure, in associating wyself with the
fongratulations expressed to the Legal Sub Committee and its very efficient

". 1 . . -
;h@lrmanﬁ Ambassador Rugeniusz ‘rrner  for the nositive and constructive spirit

hich characterized the Sub-Committee's last session.
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Tt is true that at that session the Legal Sub Committee was unable to
maintain its admirable performance of annually producing a new draft of an
international instrument on space law. Welshould have hoped to see a
completed treaty on the moon and other celestial bodies, but, unfortunately,
difficulties still persist in the negotiations on this text. Although we now
have a wified wording for articles X and X bis of the treaty, it is still
cluttered by a very large number of brackets, and certain provisions were
drafted in two versions. This points to the lack of consensus that still
persists in relation to the three main issues still unresolved in the context
Of these three, I must say, we deem the question

The problem is that,

of a treaty on the moon.
of its natural resources to be the most important.
even if some considerable effort has been made to conciliate positions and to
bring sbout a compromise, this question has not really, up to now, met with
sufficient flexibility of treatment on the part of certain delegations,
which oppose an unambiguous commitment to & clearly defined internatiocnal
régime for the natural resources of the moon, as well as the concept of the
moon as the "common heritage of mankind”. My delegation is aware that some
progress in the consideration of these concepts, endorsed by most Member
States , was made at the Sub-Committee's last session. ILet us only hope that
the need for compromise on this important draft treaty will not adulterate
concepts which ewmbody the legitimate interests of the majority of countries.
On the subject of the elaboration of principles governing the use by
States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting,
the Legal Sub-Committee was, for the first ﬁime, able to come up with a
wnified text of principles, Even if some of the sentences include words
in brackets, or alternative .formulations on matters where consensus could
not be reached, my delegation feels that a great deal of progress has been
made, the main issues of the subject now receiving consideration on a basis
of parity. We are confident that it will be possible to achieve further
concrete results at the lLegal Sub-Committee's next session, with a view to
lessening the number of alternatives, clearing the text of brackets and even

unifying similar concepts . expressed in different principles.
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In the view of my Covernment, the last main item dealt with in the
QQ_Sub—Committee deserves particular attention. I am referring, of course,

remote sensing. This Committee igs aware of the importance we attach to

he gquestion of remote sensing of natural resources by means of space
Ehnology, which was the object of the presentation by Argentina and

azil of draft basic articles for a treaty during the twenty -ninth session
“ﬁhe General Assembly, a draft which subseguently, at the Legal
-Committee's session in February, gained Venezuela, Chile and Mexdi co

‘additional sponsors.

While umy delegation feels that, in terms of the Legal Sub-Committee's
andate under resolution 3234 (XXIX), the draft we sponsor and the other

s mentioned in the report of the Bub-Commitiee should have been considered

a more substantive way, and that the Legal Sub-Committee should have

roceeded to the long overdue drafting of an agreed proposal for an

ternational instrument on remote sensing, we must also acknowledge that

lerge area of consensus was apparent, for the first time, in the debates

j;this item. It is encouraging to note that not only are a numbeyr of

bﬁmcn elements to be found in the three drafts and in the views expressed

‘the majority but a clear trend seems to be emerging in favour of

"éeding up the establishment of a legel framework for remote sensing. This

Committee is aware of the reasons for our belief that the matter should be

treated speedily and in depth. I must add that we should certainly welcome
the continuation of Working Group IIT, under the able chairmanship of

*rr Abdel--Chani, during the present session.

Let me now touch briefly, before closing my remarks, on the

A great deal

-?38 done on remote sensing. My delegation fully endorses the
It is certainly the

Turther study, in the light of the consideration of the legal aspects of the
Matter, that is to say , the necessary prior establishment of a juridical

Ir Bmework for spatial applications.
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Regarding the review of the United Nations Programme on Space
Applications, my delegation wishes to restate its appreciation For the work
accomplished by the Expert, Mr. Murthy,\whom we should very much like to
see remain jn his post for another term. We are grateful to him for a very
dedicated piece of worlk, accomplished despite a severely curtailed budget.

Finally, on the subject of a possible United Nations conference gp
space, my Covernment is now in a nosition to express its views on the basis
of the questionnaire submitted to llember States by the Secretariat. We are
answering in writing and should like our reply to be circulated as an
official document of the current session of the Committee. My delegation
will address itself specifically to the question in the context of
item k(v) (iii) of our agenda.

These are the comments my delegation considered it necessary to make

at the present stage. Permit me to end by expressing once more my

intention to extend full co-operation to you, Mr. Chairman, and to the Committe

in the tasks that lie ahead.

A/AC.105/PV.1L6
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The CHATRMAN: Tt is my pleasure to welcome to the Committes for the

time Ambassador Harry of Australia, on whom I now call.

ly. HARRY (dustralia): lr. Chairman, it gives me great pleasure to
alr in this Committee for the first time under your distinguished chairmanshin,
}cu may be assured of the constant co-operation of the Australisn delegation.
The year just ended has been marked by further evidence of continued progress
gmﬁnd the world in the exeiting and challenging area of space science., We are
f'to see next month the practical realization of the first joint Soviet~Americen
ace exploration venture, the Apollo-Soyuz joint flight. My Government warmly
gfatulates the two Governments concerned on this venture, which we also see as
ridge in space" between them of more than purely symbolic value. We also
Twith pleasure the inception a few days ago of the Furopean Space Agency, an
héy vhich succeeds the former European Space Research Organization and the
furopean Launcher Development Organization. Australia has in the past had
asion to work in co-operation with these organizations, and we should be very
lad to work with the European Space Agency should an occasion arise in the future.

wish the Buropean space effort -- and in particular the Spacelab programme —-—

In the vital earth-oriented fields of space applications ~- the fields of
te sensing and direct broadcasting from satellites, upon which attention has
ncréasingly focused in recent years because of their crucial role for mankind's
nomic and social development -~ there has also been considerable movement. The
E&métional direct television broadecasting experiment over India using the
;%46.Satellite is about to commence. We are very glad to see this exciting
m%riment take place, thanks to the co-operation of India and the United States,

Yo countries for whose scientific achievements in the outer space field we have

tlt‘._.'greatest respect. We think it will offer conclusive proof of the educational

¥alue or direct broadcasting from satellites for more remote areas in developing

 The past year has also seen a rapid increase in the number of remoté sensing

Teceiving stations either under construction or planned around the world. The

Practica] application of remote sensing technology seems to be approaching the




BHS/ad AJAC.105/PV.146
27 __

' A/AC,105/PV, 1)

(Mr. Harry, Australia) 5/fe Eg/ 146

i i i (Mr. Harry, Australia)
take-off stage. Although the space segment is still regarded as pre-operationa]

the major commitments in ground systems that are now being put into effect all we share the

yiew expressed by some other delegations that it may be a little premature to ged

slegations in submitting draft texts of international instruments,
over the world cleariy point to the conelusion that this space application is

here to stay. My Government eveluates very highly the potential of remote gwn to detailed negotiations on the various draft instruments now on the table,

. . . » 1, X L £ - - . » .
sensing for natural resocurces and env1rdhmental mopitoring. We are now examinip yefore we have a clearer appreciation of the technieal and organizational

oseibilities becoming available in this field.

for Trank

the options upen to us for the establishment of a remote sensing receiving Perhaps we need a little more time
station and of data dissemination centres in our region. We are very hopeful discussion of the legal and organizational issues in both committees before

that it may be possible to set up such facilities not on a purely national basis e set about drafting the leral instrument.

The assessments and recommendations
but on a basis of genuine regional co-operation. The technology of remote f this year's session of the Scientific and Technical Sub~Committee on
sensing cannot be taken full advantage of unless institutional arrangements caqi rganizational aspects of remote sensing are very relevant to the dis¢eugsion of
be developed appropriate to its scientific potential which, of course, transcends egal arrangements vhich has nov commenced in the Legal Sub-Committee., In the
national boundaries. In this regard, we should like to congratulate the iew of my delegation, the best organizational system of remote sensing, when it
Organization of African Unity on its recent deeision to set up a remote sensing’ ééomes fully operational, will probably be a system conducted within a Fframework
centre for the African region. f true international co-operation. It would be a pity if urmecessarily
I turn now to the work of this session. Tor convenience I shall organize trictive legal instruments had meanvhile been finalized, based on an assumption

remarks around the reports of the two sub-committees although, as a number of ‘that nationally organized ang internationally unco-

. ordinated remote sensing
speakers before me have commented, the division is difficult to sustain in the systems were the only systems to be available.

case of remote sensing vhere work in the two sub-committees is so closely related I turn now to the Scientific and Technical Sub-Comuittee, the bulk of

ut this year concerned remote sensing.

whose
In my delegation's view, it has been a very successful year in both

outp ly delegation feels the Sub-Committee
15 to be commended very highly for the productivity of its discussions on remote

sensing,

sub-committees. The Legal Sub-Committee registered good progress in all its

three priority areas. If it ig not invidious to single out an individusl, I recorded in paragraphs 27 and 28, and for its recorsuendations in

should like to express thanks for the very substantial progress achieved in the "Fwagraph 29 of its report.

A careful reading of these three rather lengthy

direct broadcasting working group. under Mr. Vellodi's chailrmanship on the -Paragraphs shows that valuable lines of consensus on policy are now emerging,

This
drafting of a single negotiating text of principles regarding direct broadcast tangibie progress gives credibility and substance the argument, which my
satellites, This single text, square bracketed though it is, provides us with

-delegation nas alwvays supported, that further study of organizational and finanecial

point of departure from which we can realistically hope that principles regarding %pects of remote sensing in the Scientifiec and Technical Sub-Committee should
regarding direct broadcast satellites migﬁt be concluded next year in time for Progress together with consideration of the legal aspects of remote sensing in the
the General Assembly to approve them at its thirty-first session. _I@@ﬂ.Sub~Committee. This year we can truly say that both sub-committees are
Some useful progress was also made this year in further clarifying the "king good progress. Indeed, this has created in a sense a new problem which we

issues in the problem area of the natural resources of the moon. There is novw & toulg usefully turn our attention to at this session

-~ how to improve co-ordination
single negotiating text for article 10 and article 10 bis of the draft moon M this subject between the two sub-committees.

treaty, with the help of which we hope it might be possible for differences to I shall be brief on the other Scientific Sub-Committee agenda

% items, though
Ms is not to underrate their importance.

eliminated in the forthcoming year.

Australia supports the smace applications
Work in the Legal Sub-Committee on remcte sensing only really began this

. . . Q
year. While my delegation is very appreciative of the contribution of a number
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prograrmme recommended by the Expert., Ue agree that it should be reviewed annually, Ve comsider that, with this Outer Space Committee as & focus of co-ordination
R -

Ted i ; i 5 v s of the developing comtries. We are ' . . coe
balting into account particularly the need N ) and with the assistance of the Outer Space Affairs Division of the United Nations

s0i ! i - ination he activities of ) ; . .
always conscious of the need for effective co-ordination of T c gecretariat —- towhichwe pay a tribute -- and of the standing body of

. Uni Hati ialize zéncies in the area of space applicati , o . . \ ] . . .
the United fations and the speclalized agepcle n P vP ons; ACC on matters relating to space applications, it should be possible to maintain

it % i i to ha 1 for the establishm : . . . . ,
but we still do not consider a case to have yet been made for the oot of “the fullest co~ordination and involvement of the relevant space organizations,

a permanent co-ordinating United Wations space agency. specialized agencies and regional economic commissions.
_ The Australian delegation still has an open mind on the question of a
‘conference on space applications. We see merit in both of the options currently
‘available and we will be very interested in the balance of delegations' views

. on this question, which might usefully be discussed at this session. The
information in the paper prepared by the-Secretariat should help us to decide
fwhether it would be more advantageous to focus on space applications in a
éeparate conference of OUr own, or to take advantage of the larger forum of the
ﬁroposed United Nations conference on science and technology to assert the

claim of space applications as a vital problem area with socio-economic
implications appropriate for consideration there. It is a matter for debate,

we feel, which venue would be likely to result in a greater public impact for
space applications technology.

This is all my delegation wishes to say at this stage. We will speak

a8 necessary later in the session on specific matters.

Mr. ABDEL-GHANI (Egypt): I attend this meeting with mixed feelings.

I have a feeling of gratification for the opportunity offered me to continue
4y participation in the meetings of the Outer Space Committee in whose work

I have taken part since its inception. I am happy to be here under your

able chairmanship, Sir, and among so many friends and colleagues. I trust
that the kind support you used to give me when I worked in the Committee'’s
Secretariat will be extended to me in my new capacity. I trust also that this
Session will provide me with another opportunity to exchange views and t0
o-Operate with the representatives who are gathered here to

Promote international co-operation in the peaceful uses ol outer space.
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That happy feeling is, however, mixed with sadness. The passing We will miss those three eminent men, and I personally will miss the

within the past few months of three eminent members of the Committee deprives: stinguished and fatherly attitude of Academician Blagonravov, the warm
it and all of us of their long experience\and personal contribution. , friendship of Franco Fiorio and the scholarly thinking of Mr. Charvet.
For me who was privileged to be associated for a long time with . We are mortals; people die, but life continues. Let me therefore proceed
Academician Blagonravov,Mr. Franco Fiorio and Mr. Charvet, their absence the work at hand.
for ever deeply saddens mne. Mr. Chairman, at the first session of the Committee under your chairmanship
Until last year, Academician Blagonravov and Mr, Fiorio were the only 1972, you made a very thoughtful statement about the role of the Committee
n which you said:

"T think that what this Cormittee should try to do is to avoid

two representatives who had attended all the meetings of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee from its inception and without interruption. They
also participated in the work of the main Committee at several sessions. being merely a rubber-stamping agency for reports submitted by our
Their comtribution to the work of the two bodies was considerable. Sub-Committees , being only a sort of mail service in transmitting the
Academician Blagonravov towered over the nrembers of the Comnittee, decisions and recommendations of those organs to the General Assembly.
thanks to the vast and deep knowledge of that eminent scientist, as well as to This would certainly not be conducive to the enhancement of the
conviction regarding the concept of international co-cperation in the field reputation and effectiveness of our Committee and of its members.
of outer space. Last year I mentioned in this Committee that the Blagonravov/ I think we must rather seek to provide leadership, to come forward
Dryden Agreement, concluded between the two great scientists, with our own initiatives and to give directives to the Sub-Committees

Anatoli Blagonravov on behalf of the Soviet Union and Hugh Dryden on behalf -
of the United States, would be the basis for the future work of the United Natit

and the Working Groups concerning all aspects of their
work.” (A/8720, p. 21)
The following year you reiterated this appeal -- an appeal to the

in the promotion of international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer
space. His contribution to another international organization, COSPAR, has ‘ommittee to come forward with its own initiatives and provide directives.
been referred to by its distinguished President, Professor de Jager. :
The contribution of Franco Fiorio was similar, with his enthusiasm and hat we have succeeded in responding to your appeal to come forward with
devotion to the work of the United Netions in the field of outer space in gener: initiatives and provide directives. After concluding the general debate, we will
and in the field of remote sensing in particular. As chairman of the Working . “#&ke up the reports of the two sub-committees, each of which has held a useful
Group on Remote Sensing of the Earth by Satellites, he actually led it in the Qésion, has come up with a good report and has made recommendations for its
consideration of this complex guestion and in the production of a report which: ork next year. In all probability, the Committee will take note of the two
for a long time remain a landmark in the treatment of the various aspects of Tegorts, express its appreciation of the work done by its subsidiary bodies,
remote sensing activities. w_
Mr. Charvet was one of the distinguished scholars in the Legal Sub-Conuni tte! S“it&ble for submission to the General Assembly. The Committee may also make
'9§e additional recommendations relating to the work of the two sub-committees.

where he represented France in the most learned and nnd fitting manner. His 5
_lbwever: the Committee will remain far frcn the goal that you, Mr. Chairman,

contribution to the several legal instruments negotiated anéd drafted by the

Sub-Committee was praiseworthy and his constructive approach assisted in reachin isaged and which the members of the Committee would like to reach, namely,

‘agreement on the Convention on Registration. that the Committee, through initiatives and directives, should become the foeal

Dant and the real catalyst for international action in the field of outer space.
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Why are we in this situation? The delegation of Egypt has been thinking
about this question, for if the situation\is allowed to continue the Committes
may be unable to receive the necessary support from the United Nations and the
international community as a whole.

We think that the real reason for this problem lies in the fact that we
tend to think of the Outer Space Committee as a parent committee znd forget
that it is a subsidiary committee. We tend to think that it is the parent
comnittee of two sub committees and two or three working groups and that its
sole responsibility is to look after these subsidiary bodies: receive tieir
reports: take note of them, with appreciation most of the time, in order to
encourage them to continue the work, debafe at length where and when they should
meet the following year and, at the end, tenderly deliver their reporits to .
the General Assembly. There is nothing wrong with that, and we have to continue
doing the same thing. But that should not make us forget that this Committee
is a subsidiary body of the General Assembly and, as such, its main funection is
to act on behalf of the Assembly, or, in other words, on behalf of the United
Nations membership as a whole, That means that the Committee has a dual functio
on the one hand, it leads its subsiliary bodies; on the other, it represents
the General Assembly, with all the Assembly'‘'s meumbership, and should feed it
with ideas and initiatives.

If we beccme deeply aware of fhis fact ... namely, that the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space was established by the General Assembly to
serve as a ‘focal point' for international action in this Tield -~ then we
have to think of a work programme to be assigned to the Committee and become
responsible to the General Assembly for its impiementation.

The irony in the present situation is that each of the two Sub-Committees
has its work programme. Similarly, each of the two Working Groups has its work
programme. The Legal Sub -Committee, for example, has a clear programme of work,

with its due priorities, and we all know that it has had an impressive record

in negotiating and concluding several legal instruments, including the space tre#
Also, the Scientific and Technical Sub--Committee has its programme of work, which

is now centred on the field of remote sensing as well as on the space application

Ehé'Committeeu in the hope that other delegations will come uvp with other and
.Edﬁer proposals, out of which we can establish a work programme to be carried

out by the Committee during the next few years.

A/ACT.105/PV.145
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Era;mme . Tt may take up other questions, such as that of energy, which you,

(hairmen mentioned in your opening staterent. The Sub.-Committee has a good

rd and its reports which we consider every year are in themselves g

grammeSOf the subsidiary bodies and how those programmes should be carried

Instead, we should be preoccupied with the fact that the main Committee

stablish a programme of work for this Committee.

The question will arise: what kind of work prograpme? The answer to

hat question is the responsibility not of any single delegation but of each and

ry member of the Committee. FOr its part the Egyptian delegation would like

d_ake a suggestion and put it before you, Mr. Chairman, and the members of

The statement made this morning by the representative of India. Mr. Vellodi,

contains several useful and constructive ideas which we should study and make use

ey

The

of in building up a work programme for this Committee beneficial to all the

embers of the United Nations, and in particular the developing countries.
delegation of Egypt will try to complement that statement by making a very modest
proposal..

My delegation thinks that our Committee should now address itself to a
matter which has long awaited our concentrated attention and effective action -—--
namely . how best to inform the public, including administrative and legislative
eirecles in all countries, and in particular in developing countries, of the matters
involved in the peaceful uses of outer space, matters which have current relevance
%0 their economic and social problems and future implications for their development.
Ve think also that this subject. matter is one that can be effectively considered

only by the main Committee and not by any of its subsidiary bodies, since a

Programme of public information should embrace all aspects -~ techniecal, economic

ad legal  as well as political.
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We believe that very little has been done by the United Nations during the - It is true that the Space Apnlications Programme has among its purposes

past several yesrs in that direction. In fact, the attention of the media of he_fmmlllarlzatlon of the circles concerned in the developing countries with

benefits of space technology. The Expert on Space Applications is doing as

information in the United Nations has beeR directed away from the area of outer
: mich as he can in this direction within the very limited means at his disposal.

space towards other important areas, such as the sea-bed and the environment.

T do not blame the media for this situation because I know that we, as delegate visits to the developing countries, for example, are restricted to meetings

h circles which are already more or less familiar wit" space technology

and representatives of Governments, have not asked ourselves how to use these mg
he fields of remote sensing, meteorology and television broadcasting., 3But

in our area of work.
The irony of the situation is that this happened a year or two after the

outer space Conference in 1968, which was held mainly to familiarize the pe0p1:

e impact of these visits does not extend beyond these technical circles, does
ot €xtend to the public at large, nor to the administrative and lemislative

- ’ - - or L) - - — - L] - -
thorities, the e¢ireles in char~e of public informaticn, includine the

of the developing countries with space science and technology. Also it is
iress, radio and television.

ironic that this has happened at a time when space technology and in particula

- We believe this Committee should request the Secretariat to provide it with

the technology of remote sensing is certain to have a great impact on the ]
ccount of what the United Nations has been doing in this area throush its

economic and social development of countries and peoples.
mﬁ?hineny for public information, especially through the Office of Fublic Irfcrration,

e Centre for Economic and Social Information and their various offices

hroughout the developing countries. The Committee should also request the

pecialized agencies to provide it with a similar account. I believe that when

he Committee receives such an account it will find there is a lot of work to be

one in this respect.

- I should like to give one concrete example which shows what the United

ations, given policy guidance by this Committee, should have done. Next month,
India will start the operation of its domestic satellite broadcast system. This

enture, which India has undertaken in co-operation with NASA of the United

States, is of great importance not only to India but to all the developing
countries and regions that are economically and socially in a similar situation
-toilndia. Is it conceivable that such an historic ocecasion could pass without

th United Nations producing something -~ a pamphlet or a television programme —-

o this venture: on how it was conceived and implemented, how it is going to be
.Per&ted, and its expected impact on the Indian people? It cannot be said that
phﬁ.United Nations has hed ncthing to do with this venture, because for a vhole
Zgﬁcade the United Nations has been receiving information from both India and NASA
about thisg rroject and the stages of its implementation, and, in fact, a United

at] . . . .
lons seminar was held especially to look into this project. But the time
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has come for launching the satellite and overating the system without there bein onsideration at this session. If I may, I shall do that when we take up the

eports of the two sub-committees. On these two items my delegation will refer

an effort on the part of the United Nationg to provide the public -- I again reg

iefly to the activities conducted by Egypt in the field of space technology as

that in this respect "the public" means the administrative and legislative
ell as our views with regard to some of the guestions under consideration by the

authorities of Member States, especially of the developing countries --— with

gl Sub-Committee,

suitable information about & project of such importance to economie and social
Before concluding, however, I should like to take this opportunity to express

development. I repeat that it is unfair to blame anyone for this situation as 1o

behalf of my delegation and on my own behalf gratification at the election of

as our Committee does not address itself to this question and give it its

inister Lindenberg Sette of Brazil to serve as Rapporteur of this Committee. I

concentrated attention.

The delegation of Egypt does not have a detailed prosramme for such activit am certain he will follow the good traditions of his three vredecessors from Brazil,

eading developing country in the field of outer space. With his knowledge of

but we should like to ocutline the general scope of such a programme for

consideration. Why not give some thought to the publication in several ianguages he. various aspects of the questions we deal with, I am sure we are happy to have

of a series of pamphlets on space applications; or to the issuance of a monthly o im as our Rapporteur.

I should also like to express my gratification and that of my delegation at seeins

quarterly publication prepared jointly by the United Nations and the specialized

agencies and other international organizations; or to the production of some he poast of Chief of the Outer Space Affairs Division occupied by Mr. Perek, a

tinguished scientist and a fine gentleman. I am certain that under his

television and radio programmes; or to the creation of travelling exhibits and

similar material? Such activity, given policy guidance by this Committee and @ﬂpance and leadership the Cuter Space Affairs Division will continue to serve

his Committee and its subsidiary bodies with an increased degree of efficiency

implemented by the Secretariat, using resources such as the Office of Public

and devotion. There is still a lot to be desired, but I am sure this fine group

Information and the Centre for Economic and Social Information, could prove most

. . . . . . . ot 0 i 1 i i i
effective in this effort. The Committee could also give attention to a unified of Secretariat members will continue to live up to the expectations of the

Chairman and menbers of this Committee.

world-wide plan whereby members of this Committee and its sub-committees, menbers
the Secretariat and scientists and experts from COSPAR and IAF would participate
this public information campaign. Further, this Committee could establish contac

with national and international space organizations and assist them, in order to*

obtain their co-operation in this respect.

This approach is already being implemented in other important areas of Unite:
Nations activity. We believe it is time for the United Nations to do likewise in
the field of outer space. If other delegations agree, we would like to see a

recommendation from this Committee to the Genersl Assembly requesting the

Secretary-General to study this matter in co-operation with the specialized agenc
and the United Nations progremmes concerned and report to the Committee at its ne
session on how such an information programme could be implemented. '

I have not availed myself of the occasion of this general debate to say anytﬁi

about the activities or the views of my country relating to the questions under
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Mr. CHAEID NOURAL (France) (interpretation from French): Mr. Chairmen

Most recently, on 30 May last, in Paris, there was signed a Convention

3$ing the Buropean Space Agency, and the French Government attaches to this the

under your effective and enlightened presidincy, it has been possible in the sess

of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to take stock of the past restest possible importance. My delegation has always hoped that this spirit of

year and prepare the work for the next year. It is within the framework of thi

yperation would also inspire the work of the Outer Space Committee and its two

double perspective that my delegation would like to make some comments of a gener idiary bodies. In this respect a fairly positive account of the last session

kind. Naturally, we reserve the right to clarify or to supplement those remarks: he Legsl Sub-Committee can be given, even if in certain respects there is more

adow than light.

in the days to come.

If we turn to the past for a moment, we will note that the past year has be

With regard 1o the draft treaty on the moon, serious difficulties persist on

marked, in the field of space, by some happy events but also, as has been said, .l east one essential point. My delegation hopes that those can be overcome in the

misfortune. This has affected very many countries and the Committee as a whole ﬁﬁre thanks to a spirit of compromise and respect for the fundamental principles

My delegation would like to associate itself with the trubute you paid, verning the use of space.

Mr. Chairman, to the memory of Academician Blagonravov and Proifessor Forio. I The study of questions relating to remote sensing of earth resources had more

is with great sorrow that we learned of their deaths. The delegation of the

Qund to cover initially and has made more rapid progress.

Soviet Union and the delegation of Italy may be sure that France will never forge! France considers that this momentum cen only be maintained if certain

the valuable contribution of these two personalities in work on space. onditions are met. The first is to base ourselves resolutely on drafts which are

My delegation would also like ‘o say how appreciative we were, Mr. Chai rman sented. The second is to be able to limit the subject within its original

of the expressions of sympathy which you yourself and the various delegations wer: sundaries and avoid any extension which would agein call into question the

kind enough to meke on the death of Mr. Charvet. You can be sure that we shall.; work of our studies. What we have to do is to achieve a reasonable

convey to his family and the French Government the condolences expressed here. T conciliation of two apparently contradictory notions: the freedom of the use of

rest is up to each of us. The death of Mr. Charvet at the beginning of this spr Pace on the one hand; the sovereignty of States over their natural resources on

in that wooded country of the Loire that he loved so much, left an after-taste e :other hand. This framework is simple and logical, and if we go beyond it, for
E 3 s

with us all of bitterness and sorrow. Xample, by expanding it to include elements which have nothing to do with the

Last year was also marked, from the point of view of space activities, by 'rpise of sovereignty, we will be sowing confusion which will eventually be a

happy events, which other delegations have recalled. What most characterizes iti ource of delay and misunderstanding

in so far as concerns France is the implementation of growing, deeper and more

It is obviously necessary to fulfil other conditions if we are to make progress

diversified co-operation, whether it be in the field of launching, of activities 0 this field. We need determination, for example, but caution too, a caution that
3 3 k]

in the striect sense or of structures. Apart from the specifically French prograi

“;d lead us to choose a declaration of principles rather than a legally binding
which included this year, inter alia, a geodesic, a technrological, an aeronomic aff

a geodesic satellite launching, and soon the launching of an astronomic satellite With regard to direct broadcasting, the record of the sessions of the Legal
>

197k/1975 was also marked by an extension of programmes of co-operation with 'Sub‘COmMittee shows this item to have been among the most productive. Of course
. . ]

. . her .
various countries. °T® are still a number of brackets in the drafts of the various principles; and

‘algo

» of Course, new brackets have to be added to those already existing, sometimes
efl et . . .
_ctlng the existence of serious differences of view. But my delegation

s wi : . .
® With satisfaction that there is less and less questioning of the fact
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that freedom of information, as it is expressed with all its limitations in th
instruments of positive international lawa‘can really be reconciled with the
sovereignty of States. My delegation is also gratified at the fact that it hag
been possible to produce outline drafts of all the principles concerned.
With regard to the definition of space, the record is not so good. TFor
lack of time,

this.

the Legal Sub-Committee was unable to do sufficient thinking about

We regret, for our part, that this was the case. As has been repeatedly

Th
development of space vehicles and, generally speaking, the spate of activities:
When

whether they are a matter of dispute or not, there will be a’

indicated in the past, this question will be raised with increasing urgency.

going on in air and space, give rise to serious problems of boundaries.
difficulties arise,
question of what legal régime applies; and in the case of any difference of view
the question will arise of who is the competent judge. So it is not Just a
defined,

its

problem for lawyers. The scope of the application of space law must be
because it is always dangerous to build a house without bothering aboub
foundations. Boundary disputes are often very arduous and difficult to resolve.

And we cannot avoid them -- quite the contrary -- by failing to define the :
boundaries. From a purely technicel standpoint, of course, certain new elements?
proposed yesterday afternoon in the discussion perhaps suggest that we should no
longer simply note the failure of scientific thinking in this matter, as in the
past. Generally speaking, my delegdtion has always thought that space law should
not be allowed to fall too far behind space technology. The two kinds of progres
should go hand in hand, unless we prefer to put up with the inconveniences arising
from the gap between them. It is not correct to say that law is a strait-jacket

that hinders the development of space activities.

uaran
e esent a g

:delegatlon does not consider it useful to suggest the renewal of th

¥ R tion.
ﬁstandlng working groups, specializing in the study of sny given ques

Overlapplng of competence which results,

:ekperts from different delegations are nob compensated by the advantsges

'D0851ble to ensure respect for th

A/AC.105/PV.1U6
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(Mr. Chahid Nourai, France)

‘this law is prudently and reasonably drafted, it will, on the contrary,
tee of harmonious uncontroversial development for the henefit of
a spirit of

“without discrimination. In order to attain such results,
m > > [+
romise and pragmatism is obviously socmething we need constantly. This 1s the
i)

d of pragmatism that the Secientific and Technical Sub-Committee gave proof of at
1

“1gst session, Without dwelling on the conclusions which it was possible to

Iive at, my delegation would like to express the satisfaction which it gerives

yom the work of this Sub-Conmittee.

" Tn particular, with regard to the organization of remote sensing activities,

e thorough definition of concepts That was undertaken proved of great

he mor ‘ |
various possible optlons

nterest and the undertaking of detailed studies of the

ertalnly congtitutes a good approach to the guestion of orpanlzatlon.

If we attempt, therefore, to give an account of the work of the two subsidiary

we get a favourable impression. This does not mean, of course,

ssible or untimely, but the framework of

my

odies as a vhole,
haf'any additional progress would be impo

1 s
ctivities is there and is working satisfactorily. In the circumstances,

The

and the veluable time wasted by the
of that

arrangement. The very structure of the Committee and its sub-Committees makes it
e multidigeiplinary requirements often invoked

.nlorder to justify the existence of any given ad hoc groun.

e mandate of the sts
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(Mr. Chahid Nourai, France) (My. Bennett, United States)

In conclusion, 8ir, my delegation would like once again to express - The past year has been an active one, both in space exploration and

its gratitude to you for the way in which you are conducting the delicate

' he work of this Committee apd its sub-committees. The brevity of our
tasks of the Chairman, and through you we should also like to thank the Chai

da conceals a myriad of complex and significant questions which will

of the Sub-Committees and of the Workinga@\roups of the Legal Sub-Committee, sirve.a great deal of hard work to resolve. Happily, the reports of the

without whose efforts the important results achieved last year would not gsi aub--Committee and of the Seientific and Technical Sub- Committee reflect the

have been possible. ot that efforts of those two bodies during the past year have been fruitful

As I just said, taking stock of the year as a whole, our impression a pumber of areas.

is not at all negative, in spite of certain appearances. To borrow a Also on a positive note, we in the United States have had a most

rugby term, two tries were scored; next year we have to convert them. This ccessful year in our national prograimue for the continued exploration and

is true particularly of the definition of principles governing remote sensing ‘of outer space. ‘Two examples in particular are worthy of note here:

of the earth's resources and of direct satellite broadcasting. - neer-10, which last December swept past Jupiter and is headed for a rendezvous

However, in so far as concerns the definition of space, if I may be h Saturn in 1979, and Landsat-2, an earth resources technology satellite,

allowed to pursue this sporting imagery, I would sey that the ball has been le {ch was launched into orbit in January of this year. The American efforts

in a corner of the field because no one knew quite what to do with it. sve focused both on the scientific and technical challenges of the

In so far as possible, and in the light of the importance of other questions joration of the farthest reaches of the solar system and on concerns ‘that

too, we must not allow this to bertrue in the future. 'gnificantly affect the quality of every-day life.

..One of the useful functions of the Outer Space Committee's annual review

Mr. BENNETT (United States of America): Let me at the outset, ‘space activities is to identify and encourage international co-operation

Mr. Chairman, say what a distinct pleasure it is to serve in this Committee the peaceful exploration and use of outer space.

under your leadership. The serious and imaginative way in which you have With regard to the United States international co-operative prograummes,

conducted the affairs of this Committee gives us every confidence thet we 'ﬁould briefly note the following events which have taken place since this

will continue to make progress in this rather uncharted field. We in my ommittee's last session.

delegation also have every confidence in the election of Mr. Lindenberg Sette Our National Aeronautics and Space Administration has launched four

as Rapporteur of this important Committee.’ 6-0perative satellites: one each with the Federal Republic of Germany,

Before I address myself to the questions on the agenda of this Committee, I the Netherlands, Spain end the United Kingdom. In these projects, in which

should like to express the profound regret of the United States Covernment at th ve have a strong programme interest, we furnish the booster and launch services,

recent deaths of three highly respected and much valued former colleagues: vhile our co-operating partners take responsibility for the spacecraft.

Academician Blagonravov of the Soviet Union, Ambassador Charvet of Franee, WASA has launched three satellites on a reimbursable basis: one for

and Mr. Fiorio of ITtaly. Each made most significant contributions to our Canada, one for the Federal Republic of Germany, and one - the Symphonie

work over a period of many years, and they will be missed not only communications satellite -- for France and West Germany. Early last month,

professionally but also .personally. They will be long and warmly TASA agreed to lauwnch an Indonesian domestic communications satellite.

remenbered.
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Both NASA and the new Furopean Space Agency are actively engaged in The India Space Research Organization is responsible for television

co-ordinated planning for the use of Spaceleb, the manned orbital laboratory yenming and for designing, menufacturing and maintenance services,

which Europe is bullding s an integrel part of the RASA Space shuttie. 7. j ated ground equipment , and antennae. Its programming will be directed
The prime developrent coniract was avarded just one year ago, and fhe project gg oi‘ﬁs improved agricultural techniques, family planning, hygiene and school
has proceeded on schedule in Europe. Thi% integrated contribution to the 4tfﬁction. The results of this practicel applications experiment should
fubure exploration and use of space represents a new dimension in internatio‘ ’ : 411 of us a better wnderstanding of the potential of broadcast

co-operation. Spacelab will, for the first time, provide opportunities for . :éllites es 8 tool for development. Brazil is already using ATS -6 in

United States and foreign scientists and engineers to accompany their - sucational television experiment.

experiments into space. It will facilitate many joint-use programmes. Landsab-2, like the first earth resources technology satellite, is

The members of this Committee are already well aware of the ATS-6 ving as a focus for international co-operation. Investigators from

television broadecasting experiments we have undertaken. The importance of

ountries and five international organizations have been selected to

the potential of such community broadeasting is emphasized by our own . duct studies with data they obtain, More than one third of the

national experiments in this area. Even though the United States has s wer States on this Committee are working with us in expanding the

highly developed domestic communications system, we have many areas remcte stical uses of remote sensing by satellite. Some countries have

from metropolitan centres that lack meny of the services and facilities which 1ished their own data acquisition, processing and dissemination

these centres provide for their populations, We are experimenting with eilities. Stations in Canada, Brazil and Ttely are now operating, and

space applications to provide improved medical, educational and communications al during the coming

tations in Iran and Zaire are expected to become operation

services o these areas, and ATS-6 has been used here to conduct the . These stations help to ensure the reception of global data in the event

health/education/telecommunications experiment in Alaska eand in the o ape recorder failures and, as the report of the Scientific and Technical
Rocky Mountain snd Appelachisn Mountain'areas since its launch in May 1974, ub-Committee makes clear, they can facilitate the emergence of regional
experiment is designed to determine whether satellite systems offer an
effective way of providing high-quality educational programmes and health
services to people in remote areas. These experiments could open new
opportunities for the benefit and advancement of students and doctors and
their patients in the United States, and, we hope, might perhaps be even
more veluable to countries without an already extensive ground communications
system, I

The ATS-6 hag recently been moved from its position over the Galapagos
Islands, in the Pacific, eastwards to a staticn over Lake Victoria, in
central Africa. Fromthat location it will be made available to the
Government of India for four to six hours a day for about a year to conduct
the Satellite Instructional TV Experiment. India will use the satellite to

relay Indian instructional broadcasts to augmented receivers in more than

2,000 remote Indian villages and to some - 3,000 additional villages via

conventional ground relsy systems.
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(My. Bennett, United States)

(r, Bennett United State

the starting point of the freedom of exploration and use of oubter space

ected in the 196
y should encourage the broadest possible co-operation and exchange of

Finall I wish to mention the progress of the Apclle-Soyuz Test Proje
v . ® Y Jest. 7 Outer Space Treaty, we strongly believe that the international
project marks the crossing of a major threshold in international space

co-operation on both the political and the technical levels. On 22 !May senior :
ied : . . tion so that all countries, not just the space Powers, can share in th
officials of NASA and of the Soviet Academy conducted a Jolnt Flight Readiness R orie
' ’ 1 \ +g which we believe can be derived from programmes such as the Landsat
énd concluded that the mission would be ready for on-schedule launchings on 15 :

We look Fforward to the Apollo-Soyuz mission and to reporting on its operations g . .
- . ‘ E a There obviously are different points of view regarding where the greatest
the next session of this Committee, ] } .
i i f the members of the international community lie. Those differences
Although we may comment in more detail later during our session on the . "
. ve'been reflected o some extent in the several drafts whlch have been pu
contents of the reports of our two sub-committees, I should like to make a few
. . ord and in the comments which a number of delegations have made during our
general remarks on the course of their work this year.

bates so far.

The Legal Sub-Committee, in our view, took positive and constructive steps’ . . .
inui i ’ i { ; = More than anything else, the discussions sbout remote sensing in the Legal
continuing to try to clarify the legal implications of both direct television : . i oati
. . , Committee have begun to point out how extremely complex the legal implications
broadcasting and remote sensing from satellites. We support the thorough and - . - £
; . . such activities are. The one week which the Legal Sub-Committee devoted to
responsible approach which has thus far characterized the Legal Sub~Committee!' . . - - > t b
' i i e sensing proved useful in beginning to identify the 1lssues which mus e
examination of these two extremely complicated areas. ) h
. . . . . dressed but it also demonstrated that we have considersble work to do even to reac
The drafting exercise to develop principles relating to direct television Lo ) 1.
. s i s ‘o ; greement on the very complex and difficult questions to be asked. For exampie,
broadcasting by satellite has been useful in identifying those areas of general® be T a
i i i ] s Unlted States delegation felt rather strongly that an early issue to be face
agreement and in helping to clarify the views of countries on the issues on wvhic
i i ini he definition of the activities, the legal implications of vhich we are trying
there are substanbtially different opinions. Although the latter differences are .
. : e . . assess. Although it is only one of numerous 1ssues which must be further
considerable significance, and I must admit that my delegation does not immediate . . .
i ; ' samined. it seers to us ill-advised to attept to rush into draftine precise
see how they are to be reconciled, we recognize that the Legal Sub-Committee has : ’ £ th te sensing
. s \ . a b nave asrce ent on the scope of tne rewore
faced difficult issues frequently in its work and we have confidence that with Anguape even bofore we ha
. . . oot . K about .
determination, patience and good will on all sides we shall again in good time fi tivities we are talking ] . ttenti
. . : Another important exsmple of an issue which needs considerably more attention
appropriate and acceptable solutions to the problems we are addressing. v e . ) . . . uld
. ) . 13 the likelihood that application of a restrictive dissemination pollcy WO
The Legal Sub-Committee also began a serious, detailed examination of the : t their
. . . . ; result in the loss of remote sensing data for many countries which do no ave
legal implications of remote sensing of the earth from satellites for the first ti . Stat s not
i .. ) . : ' programmes, including the space seguments. Although the United States is n
since this item has been on its agenda. An increased number of delegations have: ’ - it should
4 thei ] ne Leral concorned sbout its ability to conduct such programmes for 1ts own beneflt, we
expresse eir views on the legal implications of remote sensin and we look
= . . P & nsider it most unfortunate if nations other than the small handful of space
forward to hearing from the remaining members of the Sub-Committee when it meets : . . i1 these
. Povers yepe to cut themselves out, perhaps inadvertently, from sharing 1in the
again next yesr. . This
exc1t1ng programmes and directly obtaining their own national benefits.

Unit . . . .
The United States delegation introduced a working paper at the last session Fop those countries which depend on

] ] ) ) . . QOnse uence + simply be dismissed.
of the Legal Sub-Committee with the intention of spelling out our views regarding . 1 canne i ts are made
others for data, there should be very, very careful study before atiempis

n this matter.

the direction any further development of legal principles in this area should take . .
t@ reach agreement on precise language for guidelines o
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I also wish to note that a considerable amount of time anéd effort wag devo We note with much favour the focus of attention on the desirebility of

by meny delegations to attempting to reconcile the remaining issues in the drapt ¢ extant or planned ground stations as the nuclei of regional centres for

moon treaty. Obviously the key remaining obstacle to completion of this tres 'élving and processing the remote sensing data of different arcas of the world.

centres on the question of natural resourcgs of the moon and other celestial studies which have been requested can be most useful in the Sub-Committee's

bodies. In spite of the enfensive efforts made, it seems that we are preventea re deliberations on what particular type of international facilities and

completing this treaty because of factors not directly related to the exploratio otions in the remote sensing area we wish to develop. Ve look forward to

and use of outer space. There are a number of elements valuable to all cowntrie completion of those studies.

the already agreed provisions of this draft treaty, such as the proposed measure The United States also gupports the growing number of seminars

to protect the environment of the moon and other celestial bodies, the publicati symposia which are being held to acquaint scientists and potential users

of greater amounts of information derived from exploration of celestial bodies . the characteristics of current remote sensing experiments. In fact, at

and the endorsement of enhanced co-operation among the countries undertaking the week of 8 to 13 June, NASA is sponsoring a major

his. very time,
exploration. Because the unmanned exploration of the planets is in fact th Resources Symposium at the Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas.

continuing even now, whereas the possibilities for commercial exploitation of ve than 1,500 persons from a wide variety of fields are focusing on the

resources seem still in the distant future, my delegation would consider it cbical applications of earth resources survey data gathered by satellites

winecessary to delay completion of the moon treaty just because of provisions W “aircraft. The resulisz of Landsat experiments, of Skylab earth resources

would not realistically have significance for some time to come. We hope that ogrammes, and the need for new data systems are being discussed.

delegations may find it possible to reconecile their views in the near future. 'This has been another important year in the exploration and use of outer

We lock forward to continuing our constructlive discussions of the legal Paeé, and in our deliberations on the wide variety of questions which those

impiications of these and other issues related to remcte sensing at the next ivities generate. The United Nations, through its specialized bodies such

session of the Legal Sub-Committee. this Committee, and through its Secretariat experts and staff, has again

With regard to the report of the Scientific and Techniecal Sub-Committee, Wel ne much constructive and valuable work. The United States continues to

are pleased by the progress that was made, particularly in the examination of view the Outer Space Committee and its sub-commitiees as examples of some of

organizational aspects of remote sensing. My delegation has been among those the best aspects of and best hopes for muitilateral diplowacy. Ve are looking at

vhich have attempted to ensure that the political and legal assessments of remoie 11ghly complex questions with practical applications both now and in the

sensing did not outrun the assessment of what was actually practicable and distant future. We are working in a field of exploration into hitherto

desirable. The parallel approach adopted in the past year has, in our view, been unknown areas, and are Geveloping new and sophisticated disciplines. Most of

beneficial to both sub-committees and has kept the deliberations on the legal all, we are working to apply the benefits of these activities %o improve the

implications from becoming irrelevant to actual progress in the field. iiVes of all peoples everywhere. It is thervefore with ~onsiderable pleasure

:th&t my delegation locks forward to ocur continued work and our fubure progress.

e e
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(Mr., Neugebauer, German Democratic

Republic)

Mr. NEUGEBAUER (German Democratic Republic): Mr. Chairman, permit

o.improve cosmic communications, the German Democratic Republic works

me, on behalf of the delegation of the German Democratic Republic, to thank y . .
" 'ef with other Socialist States on the extension and improvement of the

in your capacity as Chairman of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer : 1 Qb n
. . . : i ications system. This purpose is algo served Dy an ear
Space for your statement on the occasion of the opening of the eighteenth ~gputnik commun i v purp

3

OQur delegation also wishes to offer thanks at this point to the

i ‘gtation which is under construction on the territory of my country. I
session.
ot want to elaborate further here on the activities of the German

re;;t'esem;al,i vea of the SO‘U’J et Union the ’”’njted States of Americs Tnd ra.‘t]' 4] Bepllblic for the peaceful explox&bi on of outexr Space. A det‘,a.iled
ey f.'f 'th . | . to the ecre tax y-—GeneI al T the U..li'ted
and ot + . the s ]t)'eﬂtl was trans 111 ted S o L
h States for the e orts e]- r COUIltI'l.ES have made Si nece the seVEHtee]]i'; on h J

segsion in the peaceful exploration of outer space. With particular attention.
our country follows the preparations being made by the Soviet Union and the
United States for the Soyuz-Apollc programme next month. The German Democratic
Republic joins other countries in welcoming the co-operation of the two State
in the peaceful exploration of outer space because it will not only provide . . )
new scientific data but will above all be conducive to the implementation lution A/3234 (XXIX), peragraph 6. At this point I wish to diseuss sone
of the principles of peaceful coexistence in the co-operation of States B . .
having different social systems. The delegation of the German Democratic Republic considers that the

i i i i . . moon and of its resources can only be defined on the basis of,
In this connexion, my delegation takes the view that in our Committee 5 of the

{ri i ) i basi rinciples of international law, The concept

it is necessary to stress the thirtieth anniversary of the victory of the n relatlon to, the basic p P th lestial bodi

i —H3i iti i i i ; ‘s ted by some States that the moon and other celestlal bodies

anti-Hitler coalition over Hitlerian fascism. That victory was the preconditioi iced or supported by ‘ - ‘
i ; : . ' heir re s should be declared the common heritage of manklnd can, il

and the basis for the Charter of the United Fations and for the foundation of _ T resource . ]

view, only be interpreted to mean that: no State may acquire, clalm or

+ of those areas; States

the Organization of the United Nations as well. On this basis world-wide _
rise sovereignty or sovereign ¥ights over any par

peaceful co-operation of many types, as, for example in the field of the peaceff
may only acquire property rights with regard to the resources extracted;

of outer space, came into being and developed. For this reason, my delegation L )
i tes are responsible under international law for any activities on the
holds that this reference should be made explicit irn the report to the Ceneral A . .

A b1 telestial bodies that are incompatible with the norms of international law;
ssembly. o

and an i i ) the exploration and utilization of these
In co-operation with other States of the Socialist community and thanks i international arrangement on P .

\ . . ' as must not give any Btate or group of States unilateral advantage.
to assistance from the Soviet Union, the German Democratic Republic S . :
- As regards direct television broadcasting by satellites we wish to

shonld be worked

participates actively in the peaceful exploration of outer space. Within fos 1 standard
i : s o1 ffirm, at thi int . our legal position that legal SLandards
the framework of co-ordinated co-operation among Socialist States, the : ? 18 point, gaL P _ ‘ ‘
. .. cn . . . Sub’ for international direct broadcasting sateliites under which such broadeasting
German Democratic Republic is fulfilling partial tasks in cosmic meteorology, 1"b 5 W t. of course
i i i - be subject i approval by the receiviag State. We &are not, course,
the aim being to increase the accuracy of short-term weather forecasts and to e Ject to prior app v _ _
. . aWare of the difficult problems still requiring a solution. But under the
make medium-term forecasts possible. L J ) .
1ful and able guidance of India's representative, Mr. Yellodi, the Chairman
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{(Mr. Neugebauer, German
Democratic Republic)

(Mr. Neugebauer, German Democratie
Republic) i

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic also believes that this -centre,

of the Legal Sub-Committee's Working Group II, 1t should be possible %o h should be attached to the United Nations, should base its work on, among

achieve further progress in this important t t the fifte . . . .
¢ Progr . 18 PO  Aress 100, & e enth oy things, the following foundations: first, States should transmit data

session of the Legal Sub-Committee, and perhaps at this session of the cted by them to the international centre on & voluntary basis; secondly,

Comm: ttee. . international data centre should transmit such data to States at their

This would, however, require that all States represented on this squest; and, thirdly, the deta centre should be financed by those States which

. £ . N . . i '
Committee be ready for compromise and have the political will to prepare i1 themselves of its services.

a draft agreement that reflects the interests of States having different With regard to the United Nations Programme on Space Applications, it is

soclal systems. view that the most appropriate approach for the United Nations in

Moreover, ipn accordance with General Assembly resolution 323h (X1, ermining its future activities in this field would be to make more effective

paragraph 6 c, our delegation considers that the legal norms o be vorked out of available funds. We believe that it is not necessary at this stage to

for remote sensing of the earth resources should only refer to the natural tructure this progr e. Te are all aware of the United Nations financial

resources and not to the earth's environment. We believe that the term %raints. We de-met think that the budgetary provosals in document

i ] 33 > 3 Y 7 : . .
environment' has not yet been defined exactly enough in international law to .1OS/C.l/L.65 and Corr.l are an acceptable compromise.

make it the subject, at this stage, of such a far-reaching arrangement.

. . . - os a . . .. .
Our delegation supports the recommendation of the Scientific an Mr. CHRISTIANI (Austria): Tirst of all I join in the expressions

Technical Sub-Committee to the Committee that the Secretariat should make a f grief and sympathy over the death of the three most distinguished colleagues

study on the usefulness of establishing an international centre for remote ho have passed away. Like many other colleagues in this Committee, I had

i i iscemi ion. ¥ i . .
sensing data storage, analysis and cissemination Je think that States privilege and honour of knowing Academician Blagonravov, Mr. Charvetl

should exchange remote sensing data primarily on a bilateral basis among nd Mr. Franco Fiorio personally, and my delegation is deeply saddened that they

national data storage centres. However, as regards an international centre o )
no longer with us.

for remote sensing data, its establishment should be combined with the T should also like to join with you, Mr. Chairman, and previous speakers in

formulation of relevant principles of international law.

ongratulating the major space Powers, and in particular India, for their
P;endid achievements in the further exploration of space.

.My remarks todey will be very brief and of a general nature, since my
6‘.‘*::'~e€!3‘1'::i.<:>n intends to speak on the various subjects before us in greater
detail in the further course of our debate.

I think that the representative of India this morning made & most important

'Statement, and my delegation is very grateful for his pertinent remarks. I had

intended to address myself to a similar subject but, of course, after his remarks

there is very little for me to add.
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(Mr, Christiani, Austria)

(Mr, Christiani, Austria)

O i tanding on how to shape the
I should like also to express our appreciation for the statement by the: . orimary goal the achievement of. a broad unders & head. This is of
— : ] i i matters in the years sghead.
' ‘ : mich we find most ' yities of the United Nations in space
representative of Egypt and his proposals, whic ‘ .
it will rather be a process
attractive. Certainly my delegaticn is md%e than prepared to support

recommendations in our report concerning the proposals for public relations

. i i a ization
t T d by hi Committee and should and could lead to and perhaps culminate in the organiza
measures put forward by him. ' . Ot o oestsety
Tt has always been my delegation's view that, apart from discussing the ' he holding of a second United Hatlons conference on sp . . ke
. . nd of my genera ]
reports of the sub~committees, one of the primary functions of the main : het subject that I should like to address myself at the e y

ithi e : i i framework of the
Committee should be to try continually to define its own role, both within th ause I feel that it belongs more appropriately in the o
i ‘ 8 ; i ion of the report o
United Wations system and, perhaps even more importantly, in relation to a ral debate than in the context of the consideration P
rapidly developing space technology in many fields and to ever-increasing dema; cleﬁtific and Technical Sub-Committee.

' ! ; i j ious occasions, and from
by the international community for concerted and effective action to meet the My delegation has spoken on this subject on previ 2

ae O 4 e t d d 1 ¥ . .
Challenb £ our imes be i't o conbat hunger 9 illi‘tera.cy arr lsease, ’ de 1 ega“bj on ! S 8 tatements and our rep Y to the Secretaz y—GeneI al's q u.. estionnaire
the o) T - v It ; 1 r th kv kb trj j j n fav I f nven .I ther United Nations

i i inion on this subject
sources of energy. That space technology can do a tremendous arount to meet ference on space. While there are differences of op

- i ily: we seem to agree
those goals is by now an established fact. amongst delegations, one conclusion seems to emerge readily

taken
isi d ined o hold such a conference should be
The question remains: Has the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer a decision in principle

' | ference have been clearly
Space done enough over the years to fulfil the hopes that have been only after the objectives and the scope of such a confere

' 3 i —— and this has been expressed
placed in it both by its original mandate and by changing circumstances ined. So far as the objectives are concerned

on ¥ Iy i vious occasions —- they should in our opinion
and demands? In retrospect, I feel one could say without too much hesitabion by my delegation also on pre

. i i jon of the state of the
that the Committee has, since its inception, gone a very long way and has sically be twofold: first, a comprehensive demonstrat

; fi o i ta1ly in the areas of remote sensing, space
been very successful in many instances, both in the legal and in the scientific t'in space technology especially

prevailed in this Committee. 1ntérnational governmental and non-governmental organizations and entities in
It may sound paradoxical, but I feel thét this atmosphere, desirable as it "Pace matters.
especially when compared with that of other United Nations bodies, carries the’
inherent danger of overemphasizing routine and perhaps also self-contentment
which, in turn, might lead to a lessening of capability or even lack of
critical faculty with regard to our own work and achievement. What I am aiming
at is the following.
I feel that we are approaching the point where a comprehensive assessment{
of the role of our Committee and of the United Nations family in general in

space-related matters is called for. This assessment must, in our view, have
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(Me. Christiani, Austria)

{(Mr. Christiani, AuSt:b:i“
. are & number of reasons for that. One is that if the space conference were

£ the conferenci on seience znd technology, rather limited <ttention

Second, and even more important, is the establishment of broad gui&elineé
Another reason is that cur Committee would have

t : .
he work of the United Nations and the international community as a whol
¢ 4 be given to space matters.

. third reason, and perhaps the most important,

ot no comprehensive plan of action or guidelines -- which I think we all

o space matters within the United Nations family -~

during the coming decade, Y
what limited influence.

The second objective, while closely related to the first, is in
H

the opini i i i :
pinicn of my delegation of cardinal importance., The conference shoul
. very much in regard t

é conference on science and technology.
he few remerks I wished to make within the Pramework of a
my delegation

a conference could be
justified only if concret
e decisions and recomm
endamlo
energed,
Those were t

Further
more, as we have also said on previous occasions, we feel that
sl statement. As I said at the beginming of my observations,

wish to meke a number of more detailed comments, during the further course

th
¢ conference could perhaps lay the groundworl: for the creation in the
on legal as well as scientific and technical matters.

of
course, we would all agree that preparation is of primary importance
With every

In that re spe ct I should i W W \ iy V BulgaI la [111 I
llk.e tO make t O Concrete proposals - FiI‘S‘t L3 Je WO 1\ BOJILO ( i ) i i . )
. : :

ng yeer the general improvement of the political climate in the world and

e scientific and technological revolution are creating new
cation of both national and

ropose .
propose that from now on the question of convening a United Nations conferen

feel that, because of it
s broader impact, that guestion should be taken out nditions for the further development and intensifi

the agenda of the Se

) . ientific and Technical Sub-Committee., Secondly, we propos chati 1 ful £iviti

g a first step, the establishment . ational peaceful space actlvities.
. of a workin Tou

& group or task force of the m Nationally that trend is confirmed by the great success being achieved by the

cading space Powers and obther States with their space programmes.

nternationally the trend has been confirmed by the great success achieved by

both bilateral and multilateral.

Cormittee, with limited membership but of course open to all interested
d l . - K ) )
elegations, and with the following mandate: first, to define the objective

arld thC SCOQE Of Lhe conrerence SeC()llCLly ‘;() & a.h{)l e l) Q O e 0 f e E)['l) ¥ ammes,

e development and strengbthening of space co-opergtion

‘We are witnessing th
comprehensive programme

etween socialists countries, co-operation based upon a
Regular launchings of satellites in the

tween sclentists

possible ¢ ; i 3

. le agenda; and, thirdly, to report thereon to the main Committee at it
nineteenth session, in 1976. .
of socialist economic integration.

?ﬁﬂercosmOS series are the result of the working co- -operation be

Within the limits of its resources, the People's
ts of

W
We feel that such an approach would not prejudge the question whether o
not i

he conference should he held; rather it would leave it to the Commltté

rom socialist countries.

to ma
ke a final decision next year, on the basis of a thorough assessment
REPUbllc of Bulgaria has been making & contribution to the concerted effor

F i 3 ! 1

1nallys I come to the question whether such a conference should be hel
'the socialist countries.

| On 28 April this year an agre
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the Governme

Republic of Bulgaria on scientific and technological co-operation in the
the earth. In a

separate i : : .

5ep ly or in conjunction with the proposed conference on science and
n

ement was signed in Sofia between the Government

% .
echnology. My delegation has always been in favour of holding a separate
nt of the People's

conferen i i
ce, and, having examined the Secretary-General's report in document

/ v /-I_ / .23 2 are @ n mom - h 1 b

4 p’, 1 .
5 Q n
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(Mr. Bojilov, Bulgaria)

(Mr. Bojilov, Bulgaris

b4 . .

ubt, however , that a most impressive demonstration of the

There is no do
ternational co-operation will

s of the development of in
_American Apollo-Soyuz spaceflight. There is

ateral space activity for peaceful

-{; -t P j' -t -t -t o -t 2’3 t be PI oVl

means of aviation and space tech
nology, both Governments :
undertook, in arti .
1c litie
perimental joint Sovict
tate the bilateral and multil

g of international tension,

of the agreement: \

eg 15 conducive to the easin

the strengthening

ment of the work of the auxiliary bodies of our

the environment'.
duty to express to the Soviet

Before turning to an assess

ittee , the Bulgarian delegation has the sad

Both Governments agreed that the Soviet side would undertake %o carry out
es upon the death of Academician Blagonravov,

various space surveys i .
vs of the territory of Bulgaria and subsequently transmit n its most sincere condolenc

an as a Dioneer and became the true doyen of the

n and scientist who beg
n the use of outer space for peaceful

to the B i i .
e Bulgarian side the material so obteined, after initial processing. In

that r i ‘
egard article b of the agreement provides that C ot of it b 1 i .
pment of 1nterna ional co-cperation 1

n . . )
special processing and interpretation of the material produced by '

Bes.
ger have among us Mr. Viaorio

grealt sorrow that we no lon
f our Committee.

at contributions to the work o
es to the delegations of

aeros .

pace surveys of the People's Republic of Bulgaria and its w . Cih
je also note Wi

Charvet , men who made such gre

ak:_this opportunity to convey most sincere condolenc

territorial waters and continental shelf in the Black Sea will be
carried out by organizations of the Bulgarian side, if necessary with tﬁ

e are grounds for acknowledging that the work of

side, with the participation of Bulgarian specialists”
year has, on the whole, been

Our delegation believes ther

In our view, © 1 :
, the Soviet-Bulgarian agreement turns a new page in the histo £ the Committee over the last
p e C e QVEYT

éuxiliary bodies ©
We consider that the Tegal Sub-Comuittee,
onsiderable efforts to comply with resolution

this organ of the Committee

under the skilful leadership

(¥XTX) of the General Assembly. In our View,
neluding the draft treaty on the moon.

space technology.

meke certain progress towards co
11 three problems outstanding: the scope
ubmitted about flights to the moons

Nevertheless we should

W .
e are happy to be able to point out that the broad prospects cpened up

increasingly exploi + -
gly exploited. That is demonstrated by the launching of the first 0f the treaty; inf . nich £ b
L aty; information which must D€ s

n@iMB status of the natural resources of the moon.

Indian e 11it . .
n earth satelli e, carried into space h:r a Soviet rock !g 3 1
con's natural resources , as ouxy

stress that the question of the status of the m
meeting of the First Committee of the

In that sense we consider

successful Launching of the Jjoint Soviet-French ARAX project, the carrying

into orbit of the Fr - i v hl + t a the lgngt
ench MAS-2 satellite by a Soviet 1aunchin€ ehiClE, and the ﬁélegat'on i d t h
A pointe o
T source of diffiCUltiES-

successful carrying out of other joint space programmes.
up I to give priority to the

Gﬁneral Assembly, is a majo

that the procedural decision of Working Gro
the status of the natura
it was possible to direct the

tonsideration of the questionm of 1 recources of the moon

Y28 undoubtedly correct and useful. Accordingly,
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(Mr. Bojilov, Bulgaria)

(Mr. Bojilov, Bulgarig)

security, co-operation and the strengthening of trust
At the same time we should not underestimate the danger, because
e of the greatest scientific and technological achievements

£ lp o)

Professor H i ]
araszti is the text of article x and x bis which, %
N s to our great

eoples.

1ay mey turn On
kind into a source of disagreement and friction. That is why the

satisfaction, contains
& number of elemegnt
its that were at the base of the prop

Torward by our dele i l
gation in document A/AC
-105/¢.2/L.
/L.93. We must, of coursge: ian delegation considers that the Legal Sub-Conmittee should not only

point out that the text i
of article x and x bisg i
includes a great number of @ué'giving highest priority to but also should pay particular

efforts will be : .
réquired in order to achieve final success, At th
sluding an international agreement or agreements.

o our view, the Legal Sub-Committee, particularly its Working Group 111,

der the energetic leadership of Mr., Abdel-Ghani, has created the necessary

ons for constructive work on, among other things, the question of the
by artificial satellites.

The Bulgarian del i
egation has aglws . ,
. ays hel ;
regulating activities involvea in direct tEIZVEh? view that the problem of ‘consequences of the remote sensing of the earth
sion broadcasting is one of th <11 known that there is no lack of general ideas or concrete proposals,
indeed there were three drafts which formed the basis of the work of the

Committee at its fourteenth session,
tion

the fact that .
the Legal Sub-Committee's second Working Group a h

= D, under e
éd a considersble degree of sgreement on some aspects of the legal regula

businesslike le ;
adership of Mr, Vellodi, did useful work in formulati

ating draft
he use of space technology to study the natural resources of the earth.

principles for th .
® Purpose of concluding an international agreement

or agreemen
4her words, it is now not only necessary but also possible to proceed to draw up

as provided for i i
in resolution 2196 (XXVII), adopted on the initiatj
ative of the

agreed draft international document on the remote sensing of the earth's

al resources. Of considersble interest -- and this is only natural -- is
“the question ¢f organizing international co-operation in the field of

he Temote sensing of the earth by means of artificial satellites. Any system
1 satellites should consist

of Working Group IT i
T - This document , which contains a considerable b
number of
f remote sensing of the earth by means of artificia

alternative %
exts and square brackets, also shows that we have ah
e ead of us a
hree parts: the space part, the airborne part and the land~based part.

Its purpose is
an extr
emely noble one: +the use of direct television b 4
roadcastin
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L%EL"EEJEAEXﬁmgpl Mr. CZARKOWSKI (Poland): My delegation would like to speak on the
e

g point of order. Yesterday, we inscribed our name on the list of
n

thitle o the presest tine the space and the eirborne parts axe ipso fack kept by the Secretary of the Committee. We were in the first place. This

national, the land-based part can and should include national centres, e found that we are in twelfth place. It is the considered view of

an international centre and regional certres, created under the aegis of 'th gation that the list of speakers should follow the order of notifications

- ‘\ - » >
United Nations. Jegations as they present their names to the Secretariat. We think

i i 3 i research .
The United Nations Becretariat has done a great deal of ¢ Secretariat has no right to change the order of the list of speakers

into the question of organizing international co--operation in the field of th

. - i legations concerned.
remote sensing of the earth by means of artificial satellites. Nevertheless t consulting deleg

there still remain a number of questions which require serious attention and The CHATRMAN: Does the Secretariat wish to comment on this point of
careful research. In our view, the Scientific and Technical Sub--Committee i

correctly recommended that the Secretariat continue its work in connexion :
with the study of various possible decisions regarding the estgblishment of th

: tary of the Committee): I am sorry to disagree
based part of the system of remote sensing, teking into account the pegsibilit Mr. ROBINSON (Secretary

he representative of Poland. There were no changes made with the exception

rlacing such a system under the United Natiocns aegis and taking into account | . - e otes
1e 1 ion of the United ates o erics a
expressed by States and the proposals made by the specialized agencies. the inclusi . o8 fon estorday afbernoon And o
i 1 e
On the whole, we feel that the Committee at this session should discuss th ic which had been 1lnscri y . ' . o
9 The list was copied by my secretary as it was inscribed here at the desk.

question of how to activate the future work of the Scientific and Technical

Sub-Committee. In our view the ideas put forward in the statement of thé leade |
i : Mr. CZARKOWSKI (Poland): I cannot accept that explanation of the

received instructions to check carefully

the Soviet delegation warrant the most serious attention. -
tariat. My delegation, yesterday,

task of Committ have so often stressed, Mr., Chairm is ) .
The ta o our tommttee, as you ® sed, M sLrman, “what the list of speakers for thls morning was, because we had other

to play the role of a co--ordination centre for international co-operation in . .
eie : T was informed that we were in first place, and not,

that we were in twelfth place from the beginning.

i . . ' today .
the field of the use of outer space for peaceful purposes, In our view, this genents fox 4

. . 8 . . . . 1€ iat is saying,
presupposes not only discussion and the taking of organizational and technical be Secretaria ying

decisions relating to the work of the Committee and its organs, but also activ

The meeting rose at 1.30 p.m.
consultations and talks designed to seek agreement and solutions for the most :

important problems involved in the use of outer space 1in the interests of
peace, security and co -operation.

In this sense we would like to express our conviction that the Committee,
Mr. Chairman, under your skillful and businesslike leadership, will do a great
deal of fruitful work.

The CHATRMAN: The first gpeaker this afterncon will be the
representative of Argentina, followed by the representatives of Pskistan and
Poland.




