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The meeting was called to order at 10.L5 a.m.

REPORT OF THE LEGAL SUB-COMMITTEE (A/AC.105/166) (continued)
REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC AND'TECHN;CAL SUB-COMMITTEE (A/AC,105/195) (continued)
\

Mr, REVOL (France) (interpre@ation from French): Iy delegation had
not intended to speak in this debate, but we listened with great attention and
interest to the various statements made yesterday and I should like in this
connexion to make a few comments.

I should like first of all to thank and to congratulate Mr. Carver for his
introduction of the report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and also
Mr. Radel, who presided over the Vorking Party on direct broadecasting by
satellite with skill and effectiveness.

I do not wish to dwell unduly on this particular question of direct
broadcasting by satellite, since discussion of it took place in the Working Party
and since T stated as precisely as possible the French delegation's position
in my statement during the general debate.

I wish a; this point, like the speakers who preceded me, to express
satisfaction at the results obtained in the Working Party, which did away with
practically all of the sguare brackets and which, above all, made the text clear.
This will, in my view, wllow in future for an even more orderly debate so that
it will. be easier to arrive at constructive results.

Cn this same question, I.should like to give the support of the French
delegation to the proposal of the Swedish delegation requesting an indication by
means of an asterisk of the possibility of reconsidering the entire text, in the
light of results cobtained, in order te avoid any duplication or ambiguity, In
this connexion I believe that the task of simplifying the text will become more
useful and easier as ideas become clearer in the course of our debates., In
particular those fundamental concepts with regard to unavoidable spill-over
and broadcasting directed at another State are, it seems to me, sufficiently
clear for us to be able to avoid repetition and misinterpretation is really

becoming difficult.
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(Mr. Revol, France)

I should like now to say a few words on remote sensing of the earth by
satellite, I support the proposal of the United Kincdom delegation concerning the
use of satellites for monitoring the environment. Indeed, that is a most
appropriate field for the beneficial use of satellites, all the more so because
public opinion in various countries has been made thoroughly aware of the problems
of the environment, which are in fact serious probleus.

I should like also to support the suggestion made by the Swedish and Canadian
delegations —— in slightly different but very closely related ways -- concerning
the need to maintain between the various systems of remote sensing that may be in
existence a degree of compatibility or even complementarity sufficient to obviate
gaps or duplication. The methods of creating this complementarity can vary., It
was suggested that a group of consultants might be set up; this is perhaps a
slightly expensive solution, but other soluticns can certainly be contemplated.
What is important is that the Committee be led to reflect on this extremely
important question.

With respect to this question, I should like to recall that the delegation of
India has quite rightly pointed out that this concern for complementarity and
compatibility between the varicus systems must not lead to excessive standardization
vhich, by doing away with certain adaptations necessary to specific situations,
might perhaps result in a certain scientific and technical impoverishment.

Ag to the substance of the problem of the use which can be made of data from
remote sensing, my delegation has made a few proposals to the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee and to this Committee also with regard, ir particular, to
the distinction recognized and expressed in a very precise form by the
Sub-Committee between primary data and analysed information.

Indeed, there are inherent in the problem of the dissemination and utilization
of data provided by remote sensing concerning the earth's surface centradictory
requirements which are most difficult to reconcile: on the one hand, that of the
economic development of the world, and, on the other, that of respect for the
sovereignty of States, Surely, we have here a problem éimilar to that which emerged
with regard to direct broadcasting by satellite. It is perhaps less serious,
because it is no longer a gquestion of intellectual and moral provlems, such as
those related to information, but of material problems; however, the dilemma is

Virtually the same,
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Ty delagation has made proposcls in connexion with these contradictory

requlrenents, but it is the first to recotnize vhet these wronosals are

incormlete and unsatisfactory. On the other hand, e have not "earad any
fully satisfactory nroposal. I believe that we are still feelin-~
and we rwust try to bring out points wvhich are as little contested as possible
to create a clear~cut situstion alloving for action that is

be. But all this is still highly empirical,

as equitable

I believe that if this Gistinction hetween
for the establishment of a

data and information is not sufficient

criterion as to dissemination or non-dissemination

of vhat is rathered by meang of renche sensing, other concepts must then be ;

wdded, such as the nower of spatial resolution, and, in this connexion, my delegation
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1s delighted at the nronosal of the Scientific and Teclinical Sub-Committes

to request the Sccretariat to make s study on the technical definition of
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{Hr. Revol, France)

In any event, I think that some very simple and fundamental principles have
already emerged from the discussions on this point. liy delegatiocn has noted one
essential principle which we think should provoke o disagreement and on the basis of
vhich ve may menage to evolve more differentiated principles, namely, the right of
e sensed State to have communicated to it the data or information gathered not
later than it is communicated to any other State —- in other words the right of
priority of the sensed State with regard to the communication of data gathered on its

own territory. That is a fundamental principle to which my delegation attaches

.. the utmost importance and on which we could, perhaps, build the rest of the system

by means of differentiated factors.

With regard to the point that was raised by a large number of delegations,
namely, co-ordination within the Commititee of the work of both Sub-Committees, I
should like to recall the French delegation's suggestion at the Committee's last
session concerning the agenda of the Committee proper. The Committee has each year
a very simple agenda. Theoretically we consider in turn the reports of each of the
two Sub-Committees. In point of fact, the discussions do not really take that
shape and form at all, and apart from one or two specific items that are considered
in the working groups -- as was the case with regard to direct television
broadcasting, at this particular session ~- the agenda is considered, I would say,
rather haphazardly. Yot that I would reproach you, Mr. Chairman; the foult lies
vith the agenda itself. But each delegation speaks in turn, as I am doing nyself
at this very moment, on absolutely everything; and I think that it would be a
very good thing if, in the future, the agenda of the Committee were to be an
aalytical one -~ that is to say, topic by topic -- without taking into account
vhich Suc-Committee may have considered this or that item. Such an item as
remote sensing by satellite, for instance, is one that is considered
Slmultaneously by both Sub-Committees. So I revert this year to my suggestion;
I think that it would contribute to easing the work of the Committee and,

fuPthermore, ensure better co-~ordination of both Sub-Conmittees.
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Tinally T shiould like to mention one lest polnt, that is, the questicon of
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ciie cefinition of space. The'French,delegation has Tor o leoag tiwe insusted on
the immportance it atiaches to the de%inition of snace, whdch, in point of Tact,
concerns all tlhe future work of the Committee., We are not surpesting or asking
thet tie definition of space e immediately talen un as an item of

priority, but, as I have already stated in the peneral debate, rradually,

as other priority cuestions are settled, the ouestion of deflinins space shoule
toke its righoful ploe arniong subsegquent priorit.‘f questions.

lp., LUTEHR (Gerpan Democratic Repﬁblic); As the delesgation of the

Geriwan Dewocratic Republic already dselared in the fenerel debate, 1t concurs

-

. . - - .
with the report of the lesul Sub-Covtdties on its sixteenth session (n/2C.105/190),

On this oceasion  we should lilie to 2dd scme peneral remorks with regard to
protlens on the solution of vhich further substantial prorress in the work of
he Lepal Sub~Comyittee denends.

It is . of course. no secret that Letween Dtotes heving different sociol
systems there are dispaorate interests thot Decowe evident in the nrocess of
tie further develomwent ond coGlfication of international leaw and that tend
to complicate the work of the bodies concerned with 1t. Therefore, tihe content
and scope of the progressive development and codification of international law
are deterwvined by the politicél will of the States that “re participating in this
nrocess. To tale an "all-or-nothine” position in this long process -—-—
in which, os everyone lmovs, States with airferent social systais are involved -
caanot  in our view, he censidered constructive. Rather, every State
ought to be willing and realy to comprordsc. Horeover. the legal principles
roverning the activitvies of States in the wenceful exnloration and use of outer
space can be raosonably developed and vodified only in the presence and to the
extent ol scientific and tecimological prereguizites for the re_ulation of a
ceritaild subject.

In other worls, without secure secientific mowledre about the quality and
quantity of the natural rescurces of the icon, we vould not deew it useful o

lay down the lesal status of those vesources ond the status of the moon in
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(M, Luther., Gernan Demociotic Republic)

the draft Treaty relating to the moon. Yet, in order to settle this wnrobler: by
mutual agreement, our delegation supported the pronosal made by some Stotos

at the sixteenth session of the Legal Sub-Comuidttee that those queostions of
stutus be fixed in an additional opticnal protocol to the Treciy. Such a
procedure would unot be new, for in the casc of internationsl huwenitarian laow
ané of diplowatic lew it has been 2 long--standing practice.

In approaching this surely difficult question, we consider, os do many States
that a prospective settlement concerning the moon and its natural resources
should offer ne uniloteral advaniase to any State or group of Stotes. In that
comnexion, we thinl that o legal ¢efinition of the phrase ‘cormon heritese of
211 mankind” is indispensable, because, otherwise, considerable lesal probloms
vould arise concerning the scope ond content of the richts and oblirations
of States.

Concerning the elehoration of princinles governing the use by States of
ertificial earth satellites for direct television broadeasting, uy delepation’s
point of view is that useful work was done ot the sixteenth session of the Lepsl
Sub--Cormittee end within the Working Group, i¥ thet connexion, the delenation
of the Germun Democratic Republic strongly supports the statement coptained,
vith others, in arnex IT of the renmort of the Lesnl Sub-Commities on its
sizteenth session,that the use of artificisl earth sotellites for such dizect
television brooaceasting belongs to the field of relations ouons States and not
to the field of human risnts.

During the nemotiations in the Lexal Sub-Coimittee, the results of the
International Telecomaunication Union (ITU) Conference for the Planning of the
braadeasting-satellite scervice, vhich was held in Joauary ond IPebruary this
year, pluyed o certoin role. The Minsl Acts of the Conference indicate that
a plen elaborated for regions 1 and 3, that is, Furope, and Africa, Australia
and Asia, will come into foree for the States members of the ITU on
1 Joanuary 1979. Thus, the necessary arrangeuents in planning hove been madc
for future dircet broadcasting of telavision ond radio prosrammes by satcellite.
The plen is a code of conduct for the radio adminisitrotions of the rcabsres of
ITU. providing puidonce for those odoinistrations ia striet adherence to technic
Parmueters in direct television broadecsting by sobollites rlzo

but it does not el

.

repulate the contents of such broodecosts.
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direct -
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The argunent against recognition of the nermanent govereisnty of States over

thelr natural resources -- the argument that those resources are neither touched
aor exploited by remote sensing - is not eonvincing., At the latest session of

the Legal Sub-Committee we learnt +that nrivate fArouns occasionally risuse data

owtained concerning the natural resources of other States to the detriment of the

economy of those States., Thervefore non-restricted control by each State of

its natural resources is a direct expression of its right to self-determination and

ig in compliance with the purposes ond wnrincinles of the Charter of the United Fations.

In this scnse, the United Vations Ceneral Assembly hag on several occasions
requested lenber States to refrain from any action hampering one or another

State in exercising its sovereipgn rights over its natural resources.

As regards the legal status of geostationsry or bits, Wy delegation is of the

opinion that those orbits are inseparable from outer space. Therefore the

R » . 2 = >
celegation of the German Democratic Republic cannot recognize the unilateral

claims made by some States in 1976 to parts of the orbits of geostationary

setellites in outer space. Ve consider the freedom of outer space, in vhich a

prohibition of the appropriation of ocuter space is inherent, to be a yardstick

end criterion for the legality of all outer space activities. My delegation

1wlés the view that the freedom of outer space 1s a universal rule of

‘| P
lnternational law which is recognized by the whole community of States as an

imperative norm. TFor this reason no State can be alloved to override this principle

3 e - . . . . . .
*orcer to sefeguard certein interests of its own. Desides, there is an obvious

tontradiction in tiwe positions of some States whiclh,on the one hand, propose to

ﬂ 3 *
‘eclare outer space and tha celestial bodies the cormon horitoese of all mankind

and 4 . 1 el > 7
“d,on the other plead for parts of that heritage to be pleced under their

h"n Y - - . . . .
wtional jurisdiction. We think this attitude is herdly likelw to contribuke

'S
£ . s . . .
© solutions vhich meet the legitimste interests of the internaticnal community

OF Btates as a vhole.

Iy delegation reiterates that it is ready to make a conciructive conmtribution
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lir, CEAUSU (Romania) (interpretation from French):

again because of the statement we heard yesterdsy from the representative of the
United Nations Disaster Relief Co-qrdin~tor (UNDRO), My delemetion listened with
great interest to that statement, Tt is particularly satisfied because the
statement confirmed a position supported by the Romanian delegation at the session
of the Legal Sub~Committee when the Working Group on remote sensing considered
principle VII.

Indeed, in the present wording principle VII speaks of the dissemination only

of information indicating an iwmpending natural disaster. But the statement made
vyesterday by the representative of UNDRO contained a number of examples of when
satellite recordings can supply useful, even vital, information, enabling the
State to take tlie measures necessary to eliminate the consequences of natural
disasters.

That is why, at the session of the Legal Sub-Committee, we Proposed that
principle VII sheuld be expanded to cover that particular aspect also -- that is,

the duty of Btates to transmit to other States afflicted by natural disasters

the data necessary to deal with and eliminate the consequences of such aforementioned

natural disasters. That is why the Romenian delegation feels that the utilization
of datz obtained by remote sensing from space within the context of relief
activities in such instances should feature among the topics to be considered by
the Scientific and Technical Sub--Cormittee,

I should like to say just a few words on agenda item T.

The Romenian delegation has already had the opportunity to endorse the

proposal concerning the convening of a United Nations space conference, We think

the main subject of such a conference should be the application of space technigques,

since that undoubtedly contributes to the efforts of developing countries aimed at

doing away with the developmeni gap existins between the two worlds.

I have asked to speak

:

RH/4/ckm
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Among the major goals of such a conference on outer space, in the opinion of
the Romanian delegation, could be the transfer of space technrclogy to the
developing countries, the utilization of outer space for technological purposes,
the possibility of using outer space for the production of energy, ways ané
means of promoting internationai co-operation in this particular sphere, and,
finally, the role of the United Nations and its specialized agencies in the '
development of co~operation and the completion of the institutional framework
of the United Nations with regard to outer space.

The Romanian delegation thus endorses the recommendation in paragraph 11k
of the report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-~Cormittee to set up a working
group to consider all the factors involved in the convening of such a United
Nations conference on outer space. As recommended by the Beientific and
Technical Sub-Committee, this working group could report on the specific
objectives, the organizational aspects and the financial implications of such a

United Nations conference on outer space.

Mr. ERDENECHULUUN (Mongolia):

agenda items 5 and 6, I should like on behalf of my delegation to make some
brief comments.

In connexion with the discussion of

But before doing so I wish to express the satisfaction of my
delegation with the work done by the two Sub-Committees under the guidance of
their respective Chairmen -- Ambassador Wyzner of Poland and Mr. Carver of
Australia. T should also like to thank our Expert on Space Applications,

Mr, Murthy, and the head of the United Nations OQuter Space Affairs Division,

Mr., Perek, for their valuable contributions to the work of the Committee,

In our statement in the general debate we had an opportunity to express our
attitude on some of the basic problems dealt with in the reports of the two
Sub-Committees. I should now like to touch upon the question of elaborating
the principles governing the different aspects of remote sensing which were
ictively discussed in the Sub-Committees in New York.

The exchange of views by delegations on the questicn of the remete sensing
of the earth by satellite has shown that the essence of the matter lies in the

r . . .
Provlem of the dissemination of data from remote-sensing satellites, in the light
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of the political, legal and'technipal implications concerning the access of
States to data pertaining to their\own territories as well as the availability
of such data to other Btates.

While commending the progress achieved at its last session by the Scilentific
and Technical Sub-Committee in its efforts to define the terms “data and
"information', my delegation notes with regret that no agreement has been reached
in accommodating different views of delegations on the rather complicated issue
of the classification and dissemination of such data obtained by means of remote
sensing.

As we know, the Sub-Committee has before it the proposal of the Soviet Union
on the classification of remote-sensing data into categories such as “global”
and 'regional” to which free access will be granted by all countries by virtue
of their élobal character, and ‘local”, which will be disseminated only by
permission of the sensed State.

In thiskconnexion my delegation is happy to note that this constructive
proposal of the Soviet Union has received broad support in the Sub-Committee as
well as at the present session of the outer space Committee. And we submit that,
in conducting further study of problems cconnected with the scientific

definition of the problem of dissemination of primary data and of analysed

information, the Secretariat should bear in mind their important and far-reachilng -

political, econcmic and legel implications.

At the same time we should like once agein to emphasize that in dealing
with the draft principles of remote sensing the Legal Sub-Committee should
continue to give high priority to its efforts to work out a common text of a
generally acceptable principle to safeguard the sovereign right of all countries
over their natural resources, as well as over information concerninpg those
resources.

For this purpcse we consider that the draft text appearing on page 6 of
annex III of document A/AC.105/196 could serve as a basis for the discussion and
elaboration of this important principle, which will be in conformity with the
obligation of States to be guided in the exploration and use of ocuter space by

the principle of co-operation and mutual assistance, with due regard for the

corresponding interests of other States.
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e request that this position of our delegation, which is in fact shared
and supported by a great number of delegations here, be duly reflected in the

report of this Committee to the next session of the General Assembly,

Mr. VEHMUD (Pakistan): The Pakistan delegation would like briefly to
comment on the reports of the Legal and the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committees
as Tollows.

Concerning direct television brosdcasting by means of artifieial earth
satellites, the Pakistan delegation supports the nosition that the receiving State
must be consulted and that the arrangements for broadcasting to the receiving State
must be arrived at in consultation with and with the approval of the receiving
State,

With regard to over-spill after radiastion, the Pakistan delegation would like
suitable arrangements to be evolved and clearly spelled out in order to avoid any
abuse of this phenomenon, since, if that is not done, the regulatory arrangements
proposed in the first and second paragraphs under the heading "Consultations and
agreements between States" in annex IT of the report in document A/AC.105/196
are liable to be compromised.

Coming now to the remote sensing of the earth by satellite, the Pakistan
delegation would support the position that all States should have the legal right
of full access to remotely-sensed data pertaining to the territories under their
control,

With regard to the question of an internationally owned and operated space
segment, the Pakistan delegation supports the position that the sensed States
should be able to participate in remote-sensing operations within the framework
of collective arrangements resulting from an eventual co-ordinating role of the
United Nations in this respect. The role should extend not only to possible
Tuture operational activities in remote sensing from satellites but also to the
Current pre-operational experimental phase.

Concerning the United Wations spece applications programme, the Pakistan
delegation feels that programme has remained at a low pitch since its inception
in 1971 on account of limited funds, and that it needs to be expanded bhoth in
Content and in scope. The Pakistan delegation would like there to be a substantial

lncrease in financial support so that the programme may reslize those objectives,
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With regard to the convening of a United Nations conference exclusively
on outer space matters, the Pakistan delegation fully supports the recommendation
to that effeet and alsc the recommendation that at its fifteenth session the
Scientific and Technical Sub-Comriittee should reet for three weeks instead of
its usual two weeks, functioning for the first week exclusively as s working
group of the whole with the mandate to study and report on all bProcedural
matters related to the convening of that conference and to do preliminary work
on the drafting of the agenda and other organizational matters.
Hr. DAYRELL de LIMA (Brazil) (interpretation from French}): I should

like to refer briefly tc a subject that has been mentioned by many delegations

during the last few deys. I am referring to the question of geostationary orbit,

During the gzeneral debate my delegation reaffirmed itse position on this
question. T shall not recall that position now, but I should simply like to
repeat that in the opinion of my delegation it is opportune to include in the
agenda of our Sub-Committees an in-depth study of this question.

Brazil belié&es that the very existence of dissimilar conditions among
States with regard to the exploitation of that limited resource means, in practice,

that the occupation of the synchronous orbit takes Place on a '"first first

cone,
served” basis. That practice could create situations where the annexation of a
varticular point of that orbit by a satellite does represent an annexation of
space that contravenes. the terms of the Treaty of 1967,

From the technical point of view, this presents a very special situation
and it therefore seems perfectly natural to us that we should deal with the
We feel that the

geostationary orbit should be made the subject of special treatment, and an

question of geostationary orbit in a specizl manner.

internaticnally recognized régime should decide on the different aspects of this
problem, taking into account the views of all interested countries, and

especially the equatorisl countries.
We have listened with great interest to the many statements which have
been made in this context  especially the statement made in the general

debate by the representative of Indonesia. We have alsc listened with special
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interest to the proposal made yesterday by the representative of Australia.
That proposal is all the more pertinent, since that afternoon we heard a very
interesting statement made by Mr. Robert Cooper of NASA, in which he referred to
that question, namely, the occupation of the synchronous orbit by satellites.
Now, we have been put on our guard by the fact that concrete problems already
exist today concerning the movement of satellites. For example, we were told
yesterday that when the satellite situated over India was moved to other positions,
the problems raised were very serious, and the satellite encountered at least
40 obstacles on its route and that is a2 large number. According to information
from the International Telecommunication Union {ITU), maximum occupancy
of the synchronous orbit would, if T am correct, be about 188 points. We have
already reached 40. It will therefore not be very long before all the usable
points of the orbit will be occupied. When we hear statements about platforms
for the exploitation of solar energy which are going to be replaced by space
shuttles, it is quite clear that the question of the utilization of this limitead
resource must be dealt with immediately from the technical and certainly also from
the legal point of view.
That is why I should like to ask the representative of Australia to

submit his proposal in writing, so that we can make our own contribution in
accordance with what I have just said.

The CHAIRMAN: I now call on the President of the International

Astronsutical Federation.

Mr. BARRERE (International Astronautical Federation (TAF))
(interpretation from French): It is a very great honour for me to have this
opportunity to speak on behalf of the International Astronautical Federation
to the members of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space. I am very glad to be able to participate in the Committee's work.

The IAF has presented two annual reports to the Scientific and Technical
Sub~Committee. The last one, dated 15 January 1977, sums up the essential

Scientifie and technical results obtained in 1976 in the space field.
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The most important subjects relate to the use of satellites to collect data
and to Tecilitate the research phases in the case of rescue missions. In the
scientific field, two subjects were considered: those related to astrodynamics

and relativity. Finally, among space operations and programmes, the report
highlights a certain number of poiats concerning trensport costs, manufacturing
in space, enercy systems and non-terrestrial materials. [Most of those results were
pregented at the IAF Congress held at Anaheim, in the United States, from

10 to 16 October 1976.

That Congress was preceded by a two-week workshop on remcte sensing and
formed part of the United Fations programme on space applications.
perticipants from 20 countries participated in the work of that group.

The IAF is ready to help, in this field and in other fields, the
representatives of developing countries with information on and training in the
use of remote sensing and in improved monitorins of the environment,

The IAF has very active working groups headed by the greatest specialists
in space questions. Some of the work done hy those groups is of direct interest
to the Sub—Cammittee and two reports have been submitted by those groups to this
Comiittee: one is on remote sensing of the egrth by satellite and the other is
on the costs of and the advantares offered by remote sensing.,

At present, TAF is preparing a report on the remote sensins and monitoring
of poillution and of the environment, as well as a report dealing with the main @E
trends in the evolution of space activities, to which I shall refer later.

The utilization of remote sensing for $he monitoring of pollution and of the
environment must take place on two levels: observation of the surface of the
earth to detect and control pollution, especially pollution of the seas and
oceans; contrel of the atwmosphere and, especially, of the stratosphere -- that is,
contrel of variations in the composition of the stratosphere connected with the
penetration of radiation and long-tern climatic variations. The IAF is therefore
very pleased to be able to participate in the work of the United Nations and is
ready to answer any questions coming from this Committee which Tall within its

competence.

Thirty ce
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I should like to avail myself of this opportunity to announce the
forthcoming Congress of IAF and the symposia of the International Aslrouautical
Academy to be held in Prague from 26 September tc 1 October this year. Many
subjects will be dealt with, some of them of direct interest to the United
Nations Commititee. The twenty-eighth Congress of IAF has chosen as its topic
"The present and future utilization of outer space”. The opening meeting will be
held on 26 September, and the inangural meeting will besin with a lecture by
Professor Gazenko of the Academy of Sciences of the Soviet Union, dealing with
the subject of man in space now and in the future. As the Soviet astronauts?®
physician, he is in a gcod position to speak of the problems of men living in
space, on the basis of previous experience and the Drogrammes contemplated for
the future. This lecture will be followed by a forum discussion on outer space
exploration.

I do not wish to dwell any longer on this programme, which includes more
than 300 papers presented by specialists. A detailed copy is with the
secretariat of this Committee and may be consulted. These papers and the
discussions that will follow will serve as a basis for the drafting of the
report to be prepared by the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee of the
United Nations Committee. That report will refer to the present state of aflfairs
and to evaluations of scientific and technical developments in the exploration
and use of space within the international framework. The basic emphasis of the
Congress is on industrial activities in space and their consequences in
different sectors of human activity: scientific, technological, industrial,
ecological, biological and so on. An important place is also reserved for
communication satellites, application satellites and space ships used for
scientific experiments, all these activities being related to remote sensing.
We should indicate two new departures from the work of previous congresses:
one concerns the contribution of remote sensing satellites in expanding our
knowledge of occean and earth dynamics; the other within the framework of the
Academy symposium relates to the utilization of satellites to study long-term
Climatic changes and to observe and control pollution resviiing from climatic
Changes. These are, briefly, the different points that might be of interest

to this Committee and especially the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee.
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I did not mention the participation of our Federation in the meetings of
the Legal Sub-Committee, in which we were represented for the first time thas
year, The International Institute of Space Law of the IAF has emong its members
meny representatives attending meetings of the Sub-Cowmittee and thus
very close co-oberation in this field and also in the scientific and technical
fields is ensured.

In the past an effort has been made by the Federation to resrpond to
requests made by the United Fations, and IAF is ready to continue and even to
increase its efforts, which cannot but be of benefit to both organizations and

therefore will serve internaticnal co-operation.
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tir, DOYLE (United States of fmerica): T have asked to e allowved to
speal again in this discussion of the Sub-Cormittee reports simply to comment
01 some of the statewents made by other delecations, in narticular the
statement made by the delegation of Canada vesterday afternoon, which we feel
is a very positive and constructive attempt to focus work within the existing
structures and to make the maximum use of our organs in carryving out the
responsibilities of this Committee.

The Canadian delepztion has proposed and my delemation, along
with others that have done so, would strongly endorse
a recommendation from this Committee to the Scisntific and Technical
Sub-Commitiee to tale up as a matter of importance or priority the guestions
of compatibility and coiiplementarity among possible emerging operational
remote sensing svstems. The proposal has merit for a number of reasons,
but we think the most important single reason is that it is an imaginative
attenpt to make sure that we do in fact use our existing mechanisms to the
extent possible and take advantege of the expertise and coumetence that those
existing mechanisms have. Knowing that the Secretariat is continuirs its
study on possible co-ordination roles for the United Hatious, we think that the
Scientific and Technical Sub-Commtittee can benefit from the work of the
Secretariat, and the Secretariat could benefit from the work of the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee. ile hope that other delepations will £ind it
possible also to suunort this very constructive proposal.

I should like to take just one moment to clarify a reference that was
wade by one delegation this morning to a statement mande by Mr. Cooper last
night in his reference to the transit in orbit of a satellite from & nosition
in the eastern hemisphere to a position in the western hemisphere, e made
rcference to the fact that there were some L0 or kb objects located in the
geosynchronous orbit over which the transit was made, I do not recall that
at any time those were described as obstacles or that they constituted
Obstacles to the movement of the satellite. I think that is a very important

clarification.
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One other statement on which I should like to comment briefly has to do
with the question of the classification of data obtained by remocte sensing and
the desirability of comparitmentalizing data in certain proupings based on
technical parameters. I believe gne delegation this morning asserted that there
was very strong and broad support for cne proposal that has been made in that
regard. However, according to my recollection of discussions in the Secientific
and Technical Sub-Committee, the proposal, while deemed to be of merit, did present
some substantial problems. Certainly the question arose of whether or not
one parameter ~- the parameter selected having been resolution, for exesmple --
vas an appropriate basis for classification of data. My om delegation at that
time spoke at some length about the problems of trying to segregate data on the
basis of the uses that may be made of theri, because one set of data has
innumerable applications, and segregating it or classifying it into separate
compartments may prove to be very difficult. e simply wish to offer that
vord of caution. We look forward with expectation to the conclusion of the
special study that is being conducted now by the Secretariat for our
consideratioh at the next meeting of the Scientific and Techniecal Sub-Committee.
To conclude, I should like to take special note of the excelient and
informative statements that have been presented here by representatives
of the fdod and AgricQ;ture Orgenization, the World Bank and the United
Hatioq; Disaster Relief oyganigation: Those representatives have put forward
an extremely impressive 1ist_of highly constructive anplications that are
being made globally through £hose United Wations organs and by Member
States on a daily basis to improve our management of the world's resources,

to predict, to assess and to alleviate disasters and for other beneficial uses.

i
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My delegation simply wishes to recognize explicitly the worlk being done
as being extiemely important to the world community, marticulerly for the
benefit of the developing countries. Ve think that these uses of space
tecimology should be encouraged whenever nossible, and we would hope that the
Committee's report on the current session will five recoonition to the excellent
efTorts made to complement and endorse that work and to encourage all lember States
to co-operate with those and other organizations, to the extent nracticable within

their means, to assist them in their irgportant vorlk.

The CJIAIRMAN: At its eishteenth session the Committee decided to

grant representatives of the European Broadcasting Union an opportunity to
address the Legal Sub-Committee and this Committee when a question of direct
interest to that organization -~ namely, direct broadeasting by satellite -- is
being discussed. In view of that decision, I now call on the representative of

the Burowean Proadeasting Union.

Mr. CAZE (European Broadcasting Union (EEU)) (interpretation from
French): First of all, I wish to express to you the deep gratitude of the
Luropean Broadecasting Union for having been granted this opportunity to attend the
plenary sessions of your Cormittee and of your Legal Sub~Committee. 1o reiterate
this gratitude to you today because we are most pleased with your decision at
this session to set up a Special Working Party on Direct Broadcasting Satellites,
At issue are problems of deep ccncern not only to us, an international
agency comprising public services in Burope, the Mediterranean basin and the
Middle East, but also to the many professionals, from inventors to
industrialists, associated with the broadcastins and television industry.

Having thus expressed our gratitude, I must now voice some of our concerns.

For one thing, we are concerned because we shall shortly be embarking upon the

practical application of direct broadcasting by satellite. Some of our members,

such as the Japanese Uational Public Broasdcasting Service, beginning early next year,

will be using direct broadcast satellites to serve their national television audiences

Yesterday the representative of the European Space Agency informed the Committee

of' the experinents we are planning to carry out with that Agency, beginning in

1981, using direct broadcast satellites nationally. These experiments will span

Several years and involve a number of Eurcpeoan countries
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Mus ve sre maring sreat strides, at lesst in the field of broadecasting.
ihat plecses us varticularly is thet this practical application rests on technological
11 1agal Toundations which src hoth lasting and reliable. And hero I wish to
highlicht the vital iwportance to ourkactivities in this field of the results of
the Vorld Administrative Radio Conference for SPace Telecommunications held in
Geneva in 1977, and cbout which uuch has been said here.

Tn this irewendous task of LT allocation of the 12..0Chz frooucncy band teo
telecommunication snd broadcasting services we took great pains to be axtremely
precise in order to lay a firm foundation for our worl. Indced, we have
establisued precise specifications not only for the position ¢T the orbit, the power
of the transmitter, thoe dircetion of the antenna and the widening of the heam angle 'g
put also for the polarization of the beam anglc and other techniesl characteristics,
in order to eliminate as much smbipuitv as possible. All of that has been done on
the basis of the fundamentnl principle of nntionnl service, thus laying, =8 T have
just said, a very rcliable foundation for a nationnl service for national consumptiocn.

In this the roenrescatctives of ~11 113 Govornments present and of' the
106 signetories to the Convention worked in a spirit fully in keeping with
rule L28.4 of ITU's broadcasting reguletions. Hot only did we study all requisite
agreeaents to cover uravoidable spill-over, but we also co-operated very
closely. As has been nentioned, I helieve, a vast international - ideed,
intercontinental -~ compﬁter network has been set up., and the various national
public bioadcasting services are pooling their efforts to make the neeasganry Q%
calculations in order to establish the indispensable technical standards for
serious future activity in this sphere. Thus, as I say, the ITU {onference made
sreat progress, in terms of close co-oneration among national mublic services.

Howr, the criticism mipht be made that the efforts of the Administrative
Conference in Geneve to repulate the use of the 12-GHz band vere inadequate
becsuse they were based only on the principle of national gervice. I do not
consider thot on cccurate assessuent, because, as you knov, approximately
10 countries have received permission from other countries to broadecast over an
area extendine far beyond their national borders. Turthermore, o sreat number
of countries -~ nine Western Buronean couniries, Tor exampie ~- are usins; the
same orbital position in order to facilitate simultaneous coverage by inevitable
and, I could say, desirable spill-overs. In comsequence, intern-tiopsl television

has not been overlooked in this eoffort based on the irinvipl: of nationsl sorvice.
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A further criticism might be made that the results of that plannin~ will
be short lived because the planning applicable to 1 January 1979 envisages the
allocation of frequencies over a 15-year period. I do not believe that.

I think that the results of that planning sre very long-lasting. While it is
true that we have not considered the planning of hisgher frequencies ~~ the

Lo-Gliz or 85-GHz bends, for instance —- those are frequencies on which scientific
and techneological expertise is still lacking, and their study +ill doubtless

have to be postponed until the next century.

Furthermore, although we have allowed 15 years for the allocation of
frequencies, it is not likely that their meneral and massive exploitation in the
service of the national consumer will bhegin before the 1635-1995 decade, In other
words, the receiving industry, which is so important both technologically and socially
will not be in a position to muster all its efforts and reveal its importance
before the 1945~1995 decade. Indeed, it does not seem likely, irresnmective of
the sovereignty of international conferences in this as in other fields, that the
data that have heralded the dawn of a mass industry vwhich, as we know 1s one of

the forerunners of technical and social progress, will become obsolete much
before 1904,
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That is the reason vhy we ore somewvhat concerncd. Ixperiments are about
to Degin, the technical bases have been laid down and they are precise, reliable,
lasting and accepted by a very largé number of countries, but we have a feeling
of uneasiness because the fundamental principles, with respect to international
volicy and ethics, have not yet been completely defined, despite the
efforts for which we are duly grateful. That is the concern which T wanted
to emphasize, while expressing; the wish that the thinking, the knowledge and
he experience gathered within your Committee and the Legal Sub-Committee will be
put at the disposal of govermental delegations which will, as was stated, ‘}3
proceed in 1979 to a general review of the resulations governing radio g
communications, which, as the Committee is aware, constitute the fundamental
charter of our technical activities.
I should like once again to thank the Committee for having given me the

opportunity to particinate in its deliberations and to speak before it.
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Mr. HATACHEV (Bulgaria) (interpretation from Russian): My delegation

is speaking again in order to indicate its position on the main points in the
reports of the Legal end Scientific and Technical Sub-Committees. Our delegation
has already stated its position with regard to the items before the Committee

in the general debate, but now, when the Committee is considering the reports of
both Sub-Committees with a view to giving them guidelines for their future work,
we should like to make certein brief observations.

We are in favour of very wide international co-operation, and we cannot
visualize such co-operation without a co-ordinating role by the United Nations.
Since it has been observed that the United Nations can play a co-ordinating role
in the pre-~operational/experimental phase of remote sensing and that such a role
could, without prejudice to existing bilateral agreements, include internal and
interregional co-ordination on such matters as, for example, professional
training, technical assistance and the satisfaction through its programmes of the
special needs of the developing countries, we can envisage a widening of this
co-ordinating role.

It seems to us that the time has arrived to consider the matter and to
discuss the co-ordinating role of the United Nations and, in particular, that of
our own Committee in a wider form that would include all the activities connected
with the peaceful uses of outer space pursued within the United Nations system,
even if only to avoid overlapping and the non-utilization of resources.

With regard to the dissemination of information received from the remocte
sensing of the earth by satellites, we have already said that this should be
examined, and it should continue to be included in our agenda.

With regard to direct television broadcasting by satellite, we think that,
bearing in mind our position of principle, the principle of prior consent with
regard to such broadeasting should find its rightful place in the document which
is to be drafted. In this connexion our delegation regrets that at this session
the Committee will not have sufficient time to fulfil its obligations and to reach
an agreement on such a document.,

Finally, I should like to make a few comments on the draft treaty relating
to the moon, The drafting of this treaty is really being delayed by disagreement

regarding the legal status which should be given to the resources of the moon.



fchit]
i el

A/AC,105/PV.176
38-k0

RG/8/gmm

(Mr. Halachev, Bulgaria)

Yesterday I listened to the statements of a number of delegations, setting
forth their views on the matter and confirming their position that we must apply
the principle of the common heritage of mankind. I fully respect this view;
however, at the same time I must recofnize that the legal consequences of this
concept are unfortunately still unclear, That is why we cannot immediately
eccept this principle. I may be wrong, since I am not an expert on the matter,
but it seems to me that the legal consequences of the application of such a
principle are also unclear with respect to the sea, Thus, in my opinion,
drewing a parallel between the two concepts is to say the least unjustified,
if only because mankind began exploring and exploiting the oceans from the very
beginning of its existence, and that was not the case with regard to outer
space.

The concept of the common heritage of mankind is not the only solution:
there may be other solutions available, As the Committee is aware, in 197h our
delegation made a very far-reaching proposal concerning the general utilization
of the resources of the moon by all States, taking into account article V of the
draft treaty. %or the moment, this concept seems to us to be much clearer and,
therefore, more acceptable. Its reasoning is simple, and we can cite much
evidence in support of this well-founded principle.

I shall not now introduce the various arguments in support of our view,
since we-have done so previously. I should like however to request the various
delegations supporting the principle of the common heritage of mankind to be so
kind as to explain that concept in detail and how they see its legal
consequences, in order to demonstrate to us that that principle is well founded.
This would certainly help in our future work,

In conclusion, we should like to call attention to the very interesting
proposal made by the Soviet Union with regard to the possible establishment of
an optional protocol. We should study this proposal realistically for, if
positions are incompatible, it might perhaps prove to be a good solution and

ecould take us out of the impasse in which we find ourselves.
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The CHAIRMAN: The Committee has thus concluded its consideration of

agenda items 5 and 6.
QUESTION OF CONVTNING A UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON OUTER SPACE

The CHATRMAN: I call on the representative of Canada to introduce

the working paper circulated as document A/AC.105/1.100, dated 28 June 1977.
Mr, BOYD (Canada): I wish to introduce, on behalf of a small drafting

group, the working paper that has been distributed this morning to all delegations
in document A/AC.105/L.100 of 28 June 1977 entitled, "Possible United Nations
conference on outer space'.

This paper, which has been prepared by the delegations of Austria, Brazil,
Bgypt, India, Indonesia, Kenya and Canada, is an abttenpt to advance the work of
this Committee pursuant to paragraphs 109~11l of the Scientific and

Technical Sub~Committee's report (A/AC.105/195). That we have drafted is,

in effect, a possible section to be included in the Committee's report, follewing
upon the recommendation of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee concerning
the guestion of a possible United Fations conference on outer space.

Hembers of this Committee will recall that, at the last session of the
Scientific and Technical Sub~Committee, an informal drafting group under the
chairmanship of Mr. Bumba of Czechoslovakia made a certain recommendation -
recorded in paragraph 11U of the Sub-Committee's report -- that was accepted by
the Sub-Committee as a whole. The Sub-Committee recomaended :

"the establishment of a small task force or an ad hoc working group
of Member States to consider all the factors involved and any further
relevant information and to report to the fifteenth session of the
Seientific and Technical Sub~-Committee on the specific objectives,
organizational aspects and financial implications of any proposed
United Nations conference on outer space matters™.

Accordingly, a group of interested delegations met a couple of times during

this Committee's session and prepared this working paper, which, while faithfully
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reiterating the substance of paregraph 11 of the report of the Scientific and

Technical ub-Committee, also attempts to reflect the thrust of comments that

have been made by various delegations, in the course of this Committee’s debates,

In particular, the Paper vnderscores the point that 7hat we have termed g

"task force” rather than an ad _hoe working group would Le directly responsible to,

and indeed g subsidiary Lody of, the Scientific and Technieal Sub-Conmittee.
Delepgations will note that there are a couple of blanks appearing in thig

working paper. These omissions are deliberate since the sponsgors of this

paper would welcome the Committee's endorsement of the substance of the paper

as a first step. A aumber of delegations have indicated their willingness :o

5erve on such a smell task force, vhieh, preferably . should nuber not more than

15 members, but it would perhaps be premature to name these volunteers at this time

s .
vlmilarly, there are some names in play for the chairmanship of the task force
1 8.8 I8

but again it might be premature to advance those names at this time. Iiowever
L] A 0

delegations will note from the working paper that it is envisarea that a

chairman will be. elected by the Committee before our meetings are concluded

With these brief introductory remarks, on behalf of the Sponsors I commend

the working paper in document A/AC.105/L.100 to the Committee for consideration
anf., I hope, adoption in principle,

.
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Mr. SANCHEZ PENA (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish): Before

referring briefly to the possibility of convening » confercnce on outer
space, I should like to stress -- since I did not have an opportunity te do so
previously -- the very detailed and important contributions made by different
crzanizations and specialized agencies of the United Nations, such as, for
gxample, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). Very detailed information
has been provided to us, demonstrating the very important activities that have been
undertaken with regard to international co-operation on that supremely important
item, the use of remote sensing for a more detailed knowledge of the natural
resources that are becoming increasingly less available in a world where the
population is multiplying at a dizzy pace. My country, as a major producer of
food in this world, would like to emphasize the importance of this international
co-operation and teo indicate that it has also participated in some symposia and
workshops that have taken place and seeks to maintain the contacts it has made
there.

Equally, with respect to the significant contribution made yesterdsy by
the representative of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO) ,
I should like to stress the fact that my country has programmes in which,
through the application of by-products of space technology, it is performing
3 useful task with regard to certain types of disasters in certain regions of the
world which create serious losses in agricultural production. An example of this
Is my country's anti-drought programme, which we are carrying out and with respect

to which we are also maintaining close co-operation with other countries.
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Concerning the United Nations conference on outer space, 1 should like to
say the Argentina supported from the very beginning the convening of such a
conference, regardless of the fact éﬁam items relating to space activities can be
dealt with within the Conference on Science and Technology. I should like to say
that the space conference should be convened at the most convenient time, which,
on the basis of our studies, could be some time in 1980. Last year at the
plenary meeting of the Committee in New York, my delegation supported the
idea of holding such a conference. We also stated that view at the meeting
of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee held in New York at the beginning
of this year. At that time we stressed the need to set up a working group. The
establishment of such a group is advisable and we should therefore like to support
the proposal made by the representative of Canada, which appears in document
A/AC.105/L.100, and which has been supported by a number of other delegations.
Preparations should be made at the present session. The proposal should be
examined not only at the next session of the United Nations General Assembly but
also at the next session of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee next year.
As we already said at the beginning of the year during the session of that
Sub-~Committee, the working programme could be organized so that we could have one
week of work possibly after the meeting of the Seientific and Technical
Sub-Committee. During that particular week the working group could devote
itself to detailed planning of matters of a general nature as well as
administrative and finanecial questions. Most important, it could draw up an
agenda and define the various technical and scientific items, and perhaps also
legal items, to be dealt with, the progress of space technology and the chief
objective of the Conference. In this manner, at the meeting in 1978 we would

already have a perfectly clear idea of the planning and the work programme.

M. PIRADOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation
from Russian):

A/AC.105/L.100, the Soviet delegation would like to state the following,

In reference to the Canadian proposal which appears in document

particularly with regard to the advisability and possibility of convening a

In this connexion, our position

new United Nations conference on outer space.

¢
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vas made known in the Soviet reply to the questionnaire of the Secretary-General
of the United Hationg. Te believe that the convering of such a new conference
on outer space could be justified only if we were all absolutely certain that we
have fully exhausted the other possibilities of considering matters relating to
outer space within the framework of existing bodies, including the Committee

on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. The final decision on this matter, in

our opinion, must depend on the results of the work of the United Hations
Conference on Science and Technolozy, which is scheduled for 1970.

Hevertheless, in order to take into sccount the wishes expressed by & large
number of delegations, we would in the first place have no objections to convening
a working party, provided that it would be directly answerable to the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee. BSecondly, we would not object to the consideration
by that party of the need and advisability of convening a new conference on
cuter space. Thirdly. we would not object to the Pakistan proposal to prolong
for this purpose the session of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Cormittee.
That is what appears to us to be possible and reasonable. However, that
worizing party nust be open to all States and not just to perhaps 15 members,
as is being suggested here.

fully justified.

I think that our suggestion is logical and
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Furthermore, the group should meet at the same time as the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee. The group should submit a report to that Sub-Committee
and possibly alsoc a reportbto the Legal Sub-Committee, if necessary. What
appears to us unreasonable is, aﬁbve all, the idea of convening the group at
the time when the thirty-second session of the United Wations General Assenmbly
is being held, since the group must take account of the deliberations of the
General Assembly. That is why we think it is indispensable, or at the very
least desirable, to introduce amendments in that respect to paragraphs 3 and 5
of document A/AC,105/L.100,

I should like to take this opportunity to suggest that a resolution
could very well be drafted to thank the Government of Austria for the
hospitality shown us and the outstanding organization of the work of this

twentieth anniversary session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer

Space,

Mr, LINSENBARTH (Poland): I should like to express the opinion of
my delegation on the question of a second United Nations conference on outer
space matters.,

Questions concerning the convening of a United Nations conference on outer
space have very ofterr been discussed, and different opinions have been
expressed by various representatives, In a sense the situation has been
complicated by the decisioh%concerning the convening of the United Nations
Conference on Science and Technology for Development scheduled for 1979, We
have been of the view that there is no necessity to organize a special
conference on oubker space, since those matters might be presented and
discussed at the Conference on Science and Technology for Development, On the
other hand, we have noticed that many delegations, mainly from the developing
countries, are interested in the holding of a special conference on outer space
matters, In view of this, we are ready to agree that all aspects connected
with the possible convening of such a conference should be examined by a special
working gr-up established within the framework of the Scientific and Technicg}
Sub-Committee and that an appropriate report should be presented at the next ‘
session of the Sub-Committee,
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Mr. PIKUS (United States of America): I should like to address myself
only to document A/AC.105/L.100. We can support this document in principle, but
we should like to emphasize several relevant points.

Concerning the size of the working group, we see advantasges in having a
smaller, more efficient group. However, the group should certainly be open to all
interested countries to allow them the opportunity to participate. We see this

working group as an assessment group. It is not, in our view, a group concerned

~with the planning of a conference, Perhaps that will come later, but, as we

understand it, this working group is not to deal with conference preparations.

We agree that this working group should be viewed as an orgsn of the
Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, and should in fact report to that

Sub~Committee the results of its discussion. We see the need to proceed with

‘athat discussion promptly and expeditiously. On the other hand, it is quite
;important for us to be aware of all the various forums in which space technology
?and its applications are discussed, especially as they relate to problems of

- development.

Therefore we reiterate the thought that any resulting conference on matters of

. outer space applications must be based on and must take fully into account the results
- of the 1979 United MNations Conference on Science and Technology for Development.

. That Conference, we expect, will provide a very coherent, balanced view of the role

of all technologies, including space technology, in the development process.

Mr. de ICAZA (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish): My delegation has

. already had occasiocn, in the genersl debate, to state its views on the convening

~ of a conference devoted specifically to cuter-space matters. As we said at that

time, we favour the holding of such a conference,as long as we can be assured
that it would produce concrete results and recommendations that would facilitate
international co-operation in outer space activities,

As for document A/AC.105/L.100, which contains a suggestion of the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Cemmittee, We would support it, albeit with the reservation
that we favour the view expressed this morning by the representative of Pakistan,
to the effect that the working group involved should be a plenary-type group, or
at least, as the representative of the United States has suggested, a working
group that would be open to all member delegations of the Scientific and

Technical Sub-Committee,
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Mr. MEHMUD (Pakistan): My task has been made easier by what has been
said by the representatives of the Soviet Union, the United States and Mexico.
The proposal presented in document A/AC.105/L.100 is not exactly what the
Pakistan delegation had proposed eﬁrlier. We would still suggest that the need
for such a conference and its agenda should be decided on by the holding of a
meeting, which should te open to all Member States. That could be done before the
commencement of the main meeting of the fifteenth session of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee. I would not add anything more to that. I am in
agreement with the delegations of the Soviet Union, the United States and

Mexico in this particular connexion,

Mr. OXLEY (Australia): There has been some evolution of the Australian
position on the question of the convening of an outer space conference, and T
should like therefore to set it out briefly here for the record. ‘

Duriﬁg the last session of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, my
delegation declared its preparedness to support the consensus of the Committee on
the questionmof vhen & conference should be held. Since that meeting, the
question has been reviewed in Canberra, and it is now my Government's view
that a second outer space conference should be convened. The international
community is on the threshold of a new era in the peaceful uses of outer space.
You, yourself, Mr. Chairman, listed at the beginning of this meeting a number
of issues to which you felt'the Committee might direct its attention in future.
The advent of deer space probes, with the greater activity in outer space which
the space shuttle will permit, once operative, is the result of some of the
recent developments in technology which make your suggestions credible. But it
is also the emergence of these very éuestions which merits the attention of
the entire international community and requires concentration on the means to
secure greater international co-operation in this sphere.

Additicnally, as the Canadian delegation has correctly pointed out, we can
envisage the possibility of several different remote sensing systems evolving.
The Canadian suggestion that this issue is one meriting trestment at a

conference is a relatively new one, which, while yet to be thoroughly considered

by my authorities, has the initial attraction of logic to my delegation.
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(Mr. Oxley, Australia)

The question of hev space technology can be applied to the needs of
developing countries is a major issue before us. My delegation appreciates the
rationale of the proposition that before taking a decision on when a conference
should be held, we should wait until it is clear to what extent the application
of space technclogy for development needs will be dealt with in the Conference on
Seicnee ond Techrolory to be held in 1979.

But my delegation doubts that the Conference on the Application
Science and Technology for Development will be able to deal as comprehensively

with the question of the application of space technology for development

as would a conference devoted exclusively to outer space. Furthermore, the important

new areas of application which we can see emerging, to which I referred a
moment ago, and which are not directly inspired by the application of technology
for development purposes, cannot be adequately discussed at the Conference on

the Application of Science and Technology for Development,
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(Mr, Oxley, Australia)

Therefore, while it would be logical not to hold an outer space conference
before the Conference on 8Science and .Technology has met, the likelihood that there
nay be common subjects discussed at b;th meetings should not inhibit us before
that conference is held from deciding when a second outer space conference should
be convened,

There are a couple of conferences which may have a direct bearing on the
subject matter to which a second space conference might address itself, I refer
primarily to the World Administrative Radio Conference (WARC) scheduled for 1979

and the meetings to be held in 1978 to permit the necessary preparatory work for

L st

that Conference in 1979 to be carried out, Current indications suggest that the

Worlid Administrative Radio Conference in 1979 will be important, and it would
therefore be desirable that the second outer space conference be convened with the
conclusions of that Conference serving as part of the backdrop for it. To convene
the space conference before the World Administrative Radio Conference in 1979
would not be conducive to the most productive outcome possible,
‘Therefore, my delegation is able to lend its whole-hearted supported to the
working paper introduced just a few moments ago by the Canadian delegation. Rather
than seeing a need for unique arrangements to be made to enable the task force to
meet, my delegation suppdrts the philosophy of the working paper to the effect
that the task force meet at convenient times, that is, at times vhen gg
representatives participating‘can readily meet in conjunction with other meetings. I
It is our understanding —— which we should like to underline —- that the

task force is not to engage specifically in preparatory work for the conference.

Mr. ARTEAGA-ACOSTA (Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish): My

delegation agrees with what has been said by the delegations of Mexico, Pakistan
and the United States about the proposal concerning a working group contained in

document A/AC,205/L.100.
We believe that, if it cannot be a group of the whole, its meetings should

at least be open to all participants in this Committee,
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Mr. LUTHEB_(Ger@an Demccratic Republic): We are grateful to the
representative of Canada for introducing documen{ A/AC.105/1..100,

My delegation is of the view that the working sroup enviéaged shoulid be
open to all States members of this Committee. Furthermore, we believe that
any decision of this working group should be arrived at by consensus.

We also support the opinion expressed by other delegations that the

group should repcrt to the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee.

Mr. CEAUSU (Romania) (interpretation from French): As T said this
morning, Romania supports the proposal concerning the convening of a United
Nations outer space conference.

My delegation agrees in principle with the proposal made by seven
delegations with regard to the setting up of a task force to study all the
factors involved and any relevant information and to report to the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee at its fifteenth session on the cobjectives, the
ways and means, and the financial implications of holding such & conference.

With regard to the composition of this task force, my delegation favours
in principle the setting up of working groups or committees open to all States
Members of the United Nations or of committees with restricted membership, as
1s the case of our own Committee. That is why I should like to make a suggestion
in order to reconcile the various points of view. We might envisage inecluding in
this task force 15 members of the Committee and enabliing all the other members
of the Committee to participate without any restriction whatever. I think that
the proposal to have 15 members of the Commitiee appointed to the task force
is motivated by a desire to ensure the participation of at least 15 members of
our Committee and is not made with a view to excluding any of the other members
of the Committee.

With respect to the dates on which the task force would meet, we have
heard the suggestion that it meet in Wew York at least once in conjunction with
the thirty-second session of the General Assembly. One or two delegations
objected to the proposal, suggesting that we should await the outcome of the
deliberations of the next session of the General Assembly. I think that these two

boints of view can be reconciled. In order to be in a position to take into
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HMr. MAGIO (Italy) (interpretation from French}. The Italian

delegation supports the proposal that a task force be set up. T think that

the observations and objections made by various delegations have dealt with the
substance of the question and can be discussed either in the special task force

or in the Scientific and Technical Sub~Committee.

With regard to the composition of that specisl task force, several

possibilities have been suggested. The working paper refers to 15 members,

but I think that the idea put forward by the representative of Romania is a sood

one, namely that a special task force should be constituted, composed of 15 menbers

vho would form a sort of mandatory presence: meanwhile the tasik force would be

cven to all other members of the Committee that wish to narticipate, on & voluntarv

basis, in the work of that body.

I should like to make an additional observation with repard to the text

proposed by the representative of Austria and others. When referring to whe

objectives of the proposed conference, he said that it should deal with

"questions of outer space™. Given the fact that the special task force is to

be set up as a subsidiary organ Of the Scientific and Technical Sub. -Committes
I should like to propose the addition of the word "all" so that the vhrase

reads "all questions of outer space”. That may be obvicus, but T sayv it in order

to prevent anyone from thinking that the questions relating to outer space with

which the conference will deal 1lie solely within the competence of the Secientific

and Technical Sub--Committee.
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Hr, EDMONDS (Canada): I wish only to point out that we have had a
very interesting debate on this subject. Various viewpcints have been expressed

and compromises have been proposed. T would propose, as a procedural suggestion,

that we leave this item open for the time being so that any drafting changes

that may be necessary can be made.

The CHATRMAN: I would suggest instgad‘that we conclude our consideration
of this item and that, until such time as this matter comes up in the draft
report, those delegations that are interested in the matter should conduct
consultations as intensively as they can, so that the viewpoints that do not
seen to be too far apart may be reconciled and so tha%'by the time we come .
to this matter in the report we may have & text agreed on by all delemations.

I think that this might be the procedural approach thagkwould allow us
to continue on to item 8 in the afternocon and to begin consideration of
certain portions of the draft report because, as representatives are aware,
the pressure of time is building up and I think that we should proceed with all
due speed. If the Committee is in agreement, I shall take it that we have

concluded our debate on item 7 of the agenda. -

The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m.
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