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The neeting vas _called to order at 3.25 p.d. ; (lr. Greet, Australia)

I .
should not omit reference to the Australian Government's approval of plans

GAaNIBAL T TJ_I"B-E"LIE (Conti Ilue@_) £
ottt O Pr oceed wi th Construction of a i\ 1 tat
Mi\IDSAT I‘eceiV 'ng STt&a iOl] i i

W

i
iir, GREET (Australia): In speaking at this closing stage of the

in central Australia, and a data-processing facility at Canberra. It is
expected that the station will be operational by 1979 and that the highly detailed
images received will have important applications in fields such as mapping and

minerals exploration, the estimating of crop yields, the assessment and

general debate, I should like to acknowledge the sipnificance of the work of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 9pace and to record the importance that the;

Australian Government attaches to its association with the Committee.

management of water resources, th X
T should also like to express warm appreciation to those representatives , opchen® of Tand resowiacs and of the

environment generally, and i i ;
o . . . ’ in monit o P .
who have referred in such complimentary terms to the contribution that oring floods and bush fires.

I should like to comment briefly on three specific issues that are before us

Mr. Carver has made to the Committee's work through his chairmanship of the .
at this session:

nuclear power sources in cuter space, the second United

Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. Wations conference on o
5 c e uter space, and the draft moon treaty. The question of
. L

T take this opportunity, too, to express through you, Mr. Chairmen, a welcome:

- the safety factors concerni
. erning t . .
to the new members of the Committee. g the use of nuclear pover sources in outer space

1 . .
as, of course, been dealt with in both Sub-Committees. My own delegation was
&3

Previous speakers have very adequately described the major developments in one of th
o} ose at the meeting of the Technical and Scientific Sub-Committee

the outer space field that have taken place since the twentieth session of the

in March which proposed that .
Committee, and I shall therefore not repeat what has already been said. But an ad hoe working group of that Sub-Committee be

est . .
. established to consider and assess relevant factors relating to safety aspects

hecause of the topicality of the event, I should at least like to express
of nuclear power sources.

Unfortunately, there was no consensus at that meeting

the congratulations of my delegation to our Polish colleagues on the occasion . .
‘ hat such a decision should be taken.

My delegation recalls, however, that there was

of Poland's joining the ranks of States whose nationals have flown in outer ‘e int
= n
ormal consensus to the effect that decisions about the best means of dealing

space.

with this question could b i i
Australia participated in a range of space activities during 1977 and has ety Feveion of the parent Comnittee.

e h ig3
_ ope, therefore, that a decision can be taken in the coming days to establish

reported on them in somé'detail already to the Secretary-General. Meteorology a .
@ working group of technical experts.

. . » - - g m -
and communications were, of course, prominent aspects of such activities, 1n the: There would seem to be a variety of ways

°f establishing such a ..
course of which we were able to work in very close co-operation with a number & group, and my delegation is prepared to work constructively

. . ] ] %o secure agreement about this.
of other Governments. and I take this opportunity to mention one or two such

cases, leaving the general statement to be issued in other ways.

Tn the field of meteorological research, I might mention that Australia
has provided a turn-around ranging station for use in locating the Japanese
ceostationary meteorological satellite. The latter will provide Australia with
regular three-hourly operational information for use in weather forecasting
and detection and tracking of tropical cyclones. Australia also received da%af
from the Soviet satellite METEOR during the year in an attempt to obtain greate

regional detail.
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(1. Greet, Australia)

Tt is clear that there are a number of legel questions that also have to
be considered inthis context. We would not wish to see the study of these legal
issues delayed., Ly delepation i§ inclined to the view, however. that aay
detailed consideration ought to be based on a full technical appreciation of
all aspects of those safety questions arising from the use of nuclear power
sources in space,

As is very well known, Australia strongly supports the proposel to convene
a second outer space conference and strongly supports the recommendations in
paragrephs 110 and 111 of the report that is now before us of the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee. These paragraphs identify the objectives of
suchh o conference and outline an appropriate agenda. In our view, the report
of the Scientific and Technical Sub~Committee provides a very useful and
constructive basis on which a further discussion of the proposed ocuter space
conference may proceed. We look forward to participating further in such
discussions and hope that the Comrmittee will be able to move forward effectively
et this session to refine its thinkirg so as to clarify the objectives. We feel

enough has already been said during this penersl debate to justify a feeling

of optimism that we shall be able to arrive at a successful outcome on this matter.

My delegation was encouraged by the developments at the last session of
the Legal Sub-Cormittee which gave hope that agreerent would be achieved On
the draft moon treaty. It is our view that the opportunity afforded by this
current session of the parent Committee should not be lost to advance the
possibility of finally reaching an sgreement which has eluded us on this matter
for so long.

T have not attempted in this short, rather general statement to cover all
the matters that are either before us or of particular concern to my Government,
but my delegation will speak later as appropriate when we discuss other

gneeific guestions.

The CHATRMAN: At this point I shall call on the Secretary of the

Committee who hag a communication that he wishes to make to the Committee.

v
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Mr. ROBINSON (Secretary of the Committee}: T should like to make
members of the Committee aware of the contents of the following message that
was sent to the Secretary-General of the United Nations by the Director-General
of the Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairss

"Dear Mr. Waldheim,

"In view of the forthcoming meeting of the United Nations Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, I should like to call their attention
through you to a relevant section of the report of Working Group T at our
twenty-seventh Pugwash Conference held in Munich, 24-29 August 1977. This
Working Group dealt with environmental hazards of global concern. 'The
section in question dealt with remote sensing and reads as follows:

"'"Governments and international organizations should insist on the use
of the improved methods for remote sensing now available for monitoring
composition of and changes in the atmosphere and pollution of the hydrosphere.
The United Wations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space should
propose an international treaty to the effect that the information obtained
by remote sensing be made available by a central agency to all countries
expressing an interest'.

"I should be grateful if you would forward this information to the
United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.”

The CHATRMAN: We have now concluded considerstion of agenda item 3,

entit it 3 -
led "General debate'. We have heard in this debate 38 speakers - representing

3h . .
|meMber countries of the Committee and four specialized agencies and cobservers -
Which reflects a very lively kind of debate.

RE
REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL SUB-COMMITTEER (A/AC.105/216)
EPORT OF THE LEGAL SUB-COMMITTEE {A/AC.105/218)

Mr. JEZIL (Czechoslovakia): At this stage of our deliberations, the

Czeq . .
N hoslovak delegation would like to return briefly to two questions which it
Teady mentioned in the general debate.

A -
t the last session of the Legal Sub-Committee, no progress was achieved

in th » .
coe & question of the legal regulation of the remote gensing of the earth from
ce.,

It is obvious that progress in this field depends on the settlement of
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(Mr. Jezil, Czechoslovakia)

the main issue: this meens the question of respect for national sovereignty

in carrying out remote sensing of the earth. The basis for a generally
acceptable solution of this mgtter is provided in the proposals of the

Soviet Union, the substance of which is that the data acquired by remote

sensing of the earth should be divided into two categories, each of which

would be subject to a different legal régime. These proposels reflect an

endeaveur to respect the territorial sovereignty of States whose territory
is being photographed.

The strengthening of the role of the United Nations in the remote

sensing of the earth continues to be & highly topical question. There is

an urgent need for the co-ordination of certain technical aspects so that
the activities of the remote sensing systems may in the near future
complement each other in an appropriate way and in order to exclude

unnecessary duplication. One part of the co~ordinating role of the United

Nations is to provide a method whereby the best possible results could be

achieved in that respect.

MP/mk
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(ir. Jezil, Czechoslovakia)

4 more detail g atid
ailed elaboration of the co-ordinating role of the 'mited Hations

% in remote i
1_ Sensing, as prepared by the United Nations Secretariat in

document A i
nt A/AC.105/15k/add.2, including the establishment of a panel of

experts ]
g3 vho would inform and would submit recommendations directly to th
. - - 0 ) 0 e
Seientific and Technical Sub~Committee or tc the main Committ h
ee, has

attracted due attention and b¥ right received the support of a numb
noer

of deleg i i
S egations at this year's session of the Seientific and Technical
i b-C o 1
ittee. The Czechoslovak delegation is of the view that the
establi
ishment of the proposed panel of experts is a good way in which t
e

g
-

The C i i
zechoslovak delegation is, furthermore, of the view that a speedy

soluti i
_ 1on is needed for the programme for the distribution of datn acquired by

ramote sensi
sing. It supports the proposal by the Soviet delegation to divide

:::::td:z: :2::r:W? zategorles - nemely, data of a global nature that do not
loca smur thatlS? y of individual States, and data Of a predominantly
wilization e Wh?liht affect ?he interest of the sensed State, the
aividing e betw:c thus requires the approvel of the sensed State, The
ot . e? the two categories would be provided by the actual
_ graphic resolution of 50 metres.
1t3 P:::tj::ezsq:zzzlzz :E vhich the Czechoslovak delegation wished to state
Czechoslovakia holds th © legal status of the geostationary orbit.
Bt of outer space © View that the geostationary orbit is an integral
1967 Outer Spacz Tre::d’ ?: S%Ch’ 1s subject to the provisions of the
1o objection to conSidZ; t-t the same time, the Czechoslovak delegation has
o the utilization wen ?he possibility of a legal regulation

= of the geostationary orbit.
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'
irs, WIEWIOROWSKA (Poland):

in the domain of the peaceful exploration and exploitation of outer space,

As teday brings us new achievements

the muiber of countries involved:in the space venture is groving constantly.
“ith the widenins of spnce ~ctivities new leqrn} problems ererge that should
be resolved ot the international level.

The achievements of the Outer Space Committee and its Legal
Sub~Committee in the process of law-making are highly appreciated by the
Polish delegation. Ve are convinced that it is very important for the law
not to fall behind the development of technology in space activities, and
we consider it very important to undertake all the efforts necessary to
conclude the elaboration of international instruments on the agenda of the

Legal Sub-Committee,

Cne such instrument concerns direct television broadcasting. e can say that
the forrmlation of a numher of prineciples slready accomplished is a valid achievemen
But at the same time, the Polish delegation is aware of the fact that the
princivles not yet agreed upon - primarily thet of prior consent and
consultation - are of crucial importance. e believe that the United Nations
cannot let this important instrument of scientific and cultural prosgress -
direct television broadecasting - be misused for a purpose incompatible with

the overriding principles of national sovereiznty and peaceful coexistence.

The cultural heritage of nations must be protected from hatred, abuse or &

discrimination, and it is for these reasons that we urge all delegations
to make all possible efforts to complete the draft principles on the use of
artificial satellites for direct television broadcasting.

As the Chairman of our delegation stressed in the general debate, Poland
attaches great importance to space applications and to the establishment of
legal principles governing these activities, The remote sensing of the
earth by satellites is another field of technology of no less importance
to States than direct television broadcasting. The application of this
technology, if we want it to be advantageous to all countries, must be based
or generally recognized international law - namely, the principle of State

sovereignty.

HP fmlc A/AC.105/PV,185
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(irs, Tewiorowska. Fnlend:

A good example of how this problem can be solved is the Convention on tn

transfer and use of data acquired by remote sensing of the earth fi

om ouler space
signed last May in Moscow by the sceialist countries,

It is worth stressing
that other States endorsing the burposes and principles of th
accede to this instrument,

e Convention may

A number of speakers have been discussing the definition and delimitation

of outer space, This subject ig fascinating legal theoreticians and fop nany

years has remained on the agenda of the Legal Sub-Committee,

There are many reasons
for the fact that this problem has not been solved,

For space exploration and
exploitation a delimitation between air space and outer space has not been

necessary for a pumber of years,
that day by day m
practical.

But the progress of space technology is so rapia
any problems previously considered theoretical become
Among others this is the cese with the delimitation
of outer space, In our opinion, the proposals put forward during this
session by the Soviet Union may be & good basis for our discussion,

Ue are convinced that all questions on the agenda should be treated
in accordance with the principles contained in the Outer Space Treaty,
Hy delegation considers that international practice since the Outer Space
Treaty of 1967 went into effect proves that all the principles contained
in that Treaty are very important and up to date, These regulations
contribute immensely to the continuous development of international
Co~operation in the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes
and in permitting the barticipation of all countries in the practical
application of space technology,.

For a number of years Poland has participated in the exploration and
Use of outer space for peaceful purposes. National space programmes cover
lany fields, All activities conducted in this domain are based on broad
international co-operation, bilateral and multilateral, with full observance
°f the Quter Space Treaty.

In closing my remarks

» May I be permitted to express on behalf of the
Polish delegation

our sincere thanks for the kind words of appreciation and
fongratulations addressed to us on the occasion of the rarticipation of the
Polisy cosmonaut in e menned space flight.

é
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Hr, HAEFICG (Cerman Democratic Republic): It is with great
attention that my delegation has taken note of the report of the Legal
Sub-Cormmittee on the work of its seventeenth session, as contained in

»
document A/AC.105/218, I wish to deal briefly with two aspects

of that report.
To begin with, I should like to state that with regard to the problems

relating to direct television broadcasting, my delegation concedes priority

to the completion of the draft principles on consuliation and agreements between

States.. 'Y delegation wishes to voice its preparedness to support

in this specific field also all proposals which are in line with respect for

and observance of the sovereignty of States and the principle of non-intervention

in the internal affairs of other States. That is to say that my delegation
advocotes the elaboration of principles which would ensure that direct television
broadeasting by satellites is carried out in such conditions that this new form

of space technology will serve the goals of international peace and

understanding.
.

MP/mk A/AC,105/PV,185
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(r. ‘icenizg. German Democratic
- L Democrat
Republic)

The German Democratic Republic, therefore, holds that direct television
broadcasting by means of satellites should be carried out only when
appropriate agreements have been concluded hetween the States concerned,
when such satellite broesdcasting service is based on the provisions of the
International Telecommunications Union (ITU), and vhen the broadcasting State
without delay notifies the receiving State of its intention to establish
such a broadcasting service. These principles should form s primary part of
the draft paragraphs on consultation and agreements between States. The
inclusion of such provisions could make it pointless to continue the

consideration of the draft texts on programme content and unlawful/inadmissible
broadeasts,

. My delegation states with regret that because of the destructive approach
of some %elegatlons at the seventeenth session of the Legal Sub-Committee, no
substantial progress could be achieved in this field.

Hy second remark concerns the problem relating to the geostationary

Or‘.T- + x . .
bit hat orbit is of particular importance for the scientific

exploration, exploitation and utilization of guter space, It is of
great value, in terms of the improvement of satellite cormunication, the exploration
of natural resources, security in air traffic and navigation, the testing of
Systems,and astronomical research, to mention just a few of the major
fields of application.
- Iy delegation believes that it is necessary to eliminate obstacles
impeding the achievement of these long-range goals and to make the strongest
efforts to prevent new impediments being established.

The tendency to put these outer space activities under national
Jurisdiction amountsto a denial of the freedom to carry out the peaceful
®Xploration and exploitation of outer space and represents an impediment

to
the develoment of peaceful international co-operation.
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(Mr, Moenipge, German Democratic
Republic)

ily delegation therefore is in favour of Lkeeping open 21l possibilities

regarding the application of the geostationary orbit, in line with the
provisions of the Outer Space Treaty, and their practical application,

ns oxpressed in the study prepared by the Secretariat in document
A/AC.105/203.

lir. KOT0SSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation

from Russian):

e should like to set forth a few considerations on
different sections of the reports of the Legal Sub-Committee and the é
Scientific and Technical Sub~Committee. My delegation has already stated in
the general debate that, in our opinion, this Committee can take note of
both reports. My delegation regrets the fact that we could not male more
significant progress in drafting the principles on direct television
broadeasting than we did st the last session of the Sub-Committee,

None the less, we do believe that even the very small steps taken towards
completion of that work should be acknowledged by us as positive nnd we appeal to

all delegations to continue to bend every effort to produce draft principles

for direct television broadcasting at the next session of the Legal
Sub~Committee. i |
It seems to us that our Committee should appeal to the Legal Sub-Committee 6%

to do so. In my Gelegation’s opinion, it might have been possible to

i

attempt to seek a compromise, and to do so on the basis of the working
document which was intreduced way back in 1976 in the Legal Sub-Committee.
Cometires it is vuseful to come back to already forgotiten sets of

I refer here to document A/AG,105/C.2/L.108, of

submitted at that time by the delegation of Mexico.

ideas and documents,
26 Hay 1976,
{7ith respect %o the principles concerning the remote sensing of
the earth we feel we should point out the success zchieved by the
Legal Sub-Committee in drafting 17 principles for remote sensing. Although some of
those are partially in scuare brackets and others are completely in square
brackets, still the fact speaks for itself that the texts of 1T of those

principles have been formulated, and on that basis ve can continue the work. -

MP/mlk A/AC.105/PV,185
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(Ir. Kolossov, USSR)

Ho doubt, that accomplishment is something for which the Legal Sub-~Committee

deserves praise, However, in this case our delegation would have liked to see nore

substantial progress. In this connexion, we wish. even before completion of

the work on principles for the renote sensing of the earth, to stress that
the Soviet Government will maintain the position that photographs of and data
concerning the territory of foreign States having a spatial resolution of more than
50 metres cannot be disseminated without the agreentent of the sensed State,

During the session of the Scientific and Technical Subh-Committee our
delegation displayed rhotographs here of the territory of foreign States,
but we want to inform the Committee that in all three instances - they were
photographg of the Liongolian People'!s Republic, lorocco and Angola -~ our
Govermient hed received official approval for this through diplomatic
channels, ‘That is to say, we had the agreement of those three aforementioned
Governments,

In turn, my delegation must state, on behalf of our Government , that the
dissemination of any type of data on the territory of the Soviet Union having
a spatial resolution of mwore than 50 metres iz something which we would not
consider legal,

Finally, with regard to the item on the Sub-Committee's agenda on the draft
treaty relating to the moon, we were very close to the completion of that work,
and my delegation feels that the working document presented by the Austrian
delegation is, in principle, not a bad basis for a compromise solution of
this question. But, like a number of other delegations, we too think that

this text does need further study by our competent bodies.
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RIL/T/fm

(Mr. Kolossov, USSR)

In our respective organizations in particular doubts do arise with regard
to the inclusion in the text of the draft treaty of wording that proclaims the mocn
and its natural resources as the commen heritege of mankind, and especially with
regard to the close link which, according to this text, exists between the
proclemaetion of this principle and the need to create a special international
régime. I say that that is very doubtful. It seems to me that at this
experimental stage in the conquest and exploration of the moon, when we do not
have sufficient bases to affirm that indeed there are natural resources there,
resources that might be used on earth, end when we do not have sufficient well-
founded technical and economic calculations indicating that the mining of such
minerels and their return to earth will be economically feasible and advisable
ia the future. Under these conditions it is a bit early for the treaty text to
reflect such provisions in such striking terms.

We do not want th2 Committee to draft the kind of document that wcould for many
vears to come remain just a fantastic story on a legal theme. We should not like
that to happen.

With regerd to the delimitation and definition of outer space, our
delegaﬁion has already expressed its support for the establishment of such a
delim?ta$ion. In add;tion, we should now like to stress that, should we agree
that outer space does begin at the altitude of 100-110 kilometres sbove sea-level,
and should we, furthermore, work out a legal régime for and the status of the
space below such a boundary, our delegation would be against the creation of eny
type of intermediate zone. In other words, while we allow of the possibility
that a final boundary between airspace and outer space might, as a result of
further work and further negotiations, be situated a bit lower than
100-110 kilometres sbove sea-level, we feel that, in the final analysis, at
either level such a boundary should be arrived at by way of treaty and should
be s boundary between airspace and outer space.

Our delegation supports the creation of a panel of experts on the remocte-
sensing of the earth, and feels that that type of expert group composed of
something like 10 or 12 people could do very useful work by drafting for our
Cemmittee recommendstions on the question of co-operation in the remote sensing of

the earth as well as recommendations for co-ordinating the activities of the tW°
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international centres that have been involved in the practical upplication of
datea produced by the remote sensing of the earth.

We wish to confirm in this Committee what we stated in the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee, namely, that the Soviet Union, the Soviet Governwent and
our Academy of Sciences will continue to hold in the Soviet Union seminars such
as that held in Baku, and we shall do so primarily to serve the interests of the
developing States.

Qur delegation supports the recommendation of the General Assembly on the
adoption &t the thirty-third session of a resolution convening a conference. Ve
think that now, before the General Assembly has taken a decision on the holding
of such a conference, it is premature to give a specific date for it. The
Seientific and Technicel Sub-Committee has recommended that such a conference
be held no sconer than two or three years after the General Assembly adopts its
decision, and we think a specific date and venue for the conference can be
decided upon after the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space starts its
work as the preparatory committee for that conference. We would be prepared to
agree with a decision that our Committee should work as a preparatory committee for
the conference. At this stage the Outer Space Affairs Division of the United
Nations might begin to help us to define that role, and it seems advisable to
us as a first step to ask the Secretariat to inform all States Members of the
United Nations of the considerations regarding the agenda of the conference, its
?rganization and its goals expressed by the Scientific and Technical Sub~Committee,
in order to receive a response from all interested States. After that, the
Secretariat could consolidate the answers, and the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space could on the basis of those responses proceed with practical steps
to organize the convening of that conference.

It seems to us that the conference's agenda should cover a wide range of
Questions of a fundamental theoretical nature as well as questions of practical
@pplications of space technology. Our delegation might support the proposals
D&de here regarding the inclusion in the agenda of the question of international

Co- : . :
Operation in oubter space transportation systems.

The last point we want to make is that another CGeneral Assembly resolution,

re : .
Solution 32/195, adopted at its last session, in its second operative
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(Mr. Kolossov, USSR)

i States to
possible measures to encourage the largest possible number of

p p

lj 2 193 I / 5/ 5 L] 3
g

icd i i t Treaty.
and their opinions and plans with regard to participation in the
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(Mr, Kolossov, USSR)

Some documents that have been presented in connexion with that resolution
contain communications from some States saying that they are now studying the
question of acceding to the 1967 Outer Space Treaty., It would Probably be useful

to know the considerations of Other States that are still not parties to that
Treaty,

Mr, MANDESCU (Romania) (interpretation from French): May I be
permitted to add a few words on the Romanian position concerning the legal
problems our Committee and its Sub~-Committee are dealing with,

As can be seen from the documents before us as well as from the views
expressed in the course of this meeting, sincec progress is continuing in the
conquest of outer space, it is indispensable to have an appropriate legal
framework, a body of standards and principles that will not only facilitate the
solution of some Fforeseeable problems but will also and in particular
contribute to the development of international co~operation, the only means
by which we can ensure that Progress in space science and technology will
benefit mankind as a whole,

Under the auspices of this Committee and its Legal Sub~-Committee some
instruments governing space activities have been elaborated and have already
come into force, Bearing in mind that this is a very new Ffield and that
therefore in legal terms it is a question of a progressive development of
international law, the results obtained should be viewed favourably. At the
Same time we must note that for some years now the work of the Legal Sub-Committee
has been slowing down, as is shown by the lack of concrete results that could
be submitted for adoption by the General Assembly of the United Nations or
Tor approval by its Member States. A careful reading of the report of that
Sub—Committee, and in particular the report on the work of the seventeenth
Session, indicates that there are certain problems that have been on its agenda,
for seven or even 10 years and that, despite that fact, the Sub~Committee
Sometimes wonders whether the elaboration of draft principles or rules on some
Subjects can be carried out successfully and whether it is in fact impossible
to make more progress,

While we do not ignore the complexity of these various topics, we do not

feel that it is normal for so much time to be spent on the elaboration of legal
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(Mr. Mandescu, Romania)

principles and standards which in the final analysis are not really out of the
ordinary when compared with eimilaﬁ rules and principles adopted in the past
or in the process of being adopted in other fields. Let us consider the draft
treaty on the moon and other celestial.bodlies as an example,

What the Committee is trying to do in that draft treaty ie to transform
into a more detailed legal rule a generally recognized principle — namely,
that the moon and other celestial bodies constitute the common heritage of
mankind, But in several places this report states that there are still many
unresolved aspects, such as that of the natural resources of the moon, that
touch on the very substance of the notion of the common heritage of mankind,
This is true also with regard to the use by States of earth satellites for
direct television broadcasting, references to certain fundemental principles
of which, such as respect for human rights, non-interference in the internal
affairs of other countries and the appreciation of activities in this field in
the light of.peace and friendship among pecoples, are sti1l in square brackets.
Tt is difficult to understand the opposition to some of these draft rules - for
instance, those on consultation and agreements between States. Programme
content and unlawful/inadmissible broadcasts ~ which are implied in the
principle of respect for the sovereignty of each State, A similar situation
still exists with regard to-remote sensing, where the formulation of such
principles as those of soveraignty over natural resources and logical rules
such as prior consent and access to data and information obtained is still
to be found in brackets,

As regerds the dissemination of, information, it remains our belief that
the best solution is to permit access to all data and information that are of
interest. This position of principle was restated at the time of the signing
of the Moscow Convention, the text of which has just been circulated as a
document of the thirty-third session of the General Assembly under item 51 of

the agenda. In this connexion we entered a reservation with regard to the

dissemination of data to the effect that the criterion of a resolution of
better than S50 metres applies only to data received from States parties to
the Convention.

Tn order to get out of the impasse, so to speak, in which our Committee

and Legal Sub-Committee seem to find themselves, it seems to us that the

RE/8/
se A/AC.lOS/PV.185

28-30

(Mr. Mandescu, Romania)
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without the support of our Governments and our peoples,

berliamentarians and
policy makers, it will, it appears,

be difficult to come to an agreement here,
Very categorical statements have been made by some delegations in this regard.

Similarly, with regard to remote sensing, talking as an individual as well

as representative of my country, I find it just inconceivable that there is no

resolution limit below which any country here would have reservations about the
dissemination of data, because you can have resclutions of the order of a metre,

and in theory it might be said that you could have them in the order of

centimetres. I am sure it would be impossible for any country to say that

everything right down to the finest possible resolution should be freely

disseminated. If we do not come up against national sovereignty,

come up against personal privacy.
that

we almost
On the other hand, there is Just no doubt
» 1f you look at the esrth from the moon, from far awey,

or if you make
meteorological observations,

these data belong to all mankind and there just
cannot be any objection to their free dissemination.

50, in basies, the Soviet proposal is based on a very fine understanding

of this general aspect. But what should the 1limit be?

The Soviet Union has
broposed a resolution of 50 metres,

and at one of the meetings of the Scientific

end Technical Sub-Committee g technical argument was given as to why it should

be 50 metres.

It is not yet quite clear to all of us that 50 metres ought to be
the limit,

Why not T0, or 100, or half a kilometre, or 30 metres?

the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee addressed itself to the
Tequested a study.

That is why

problem and

But let us find out what degrees of resolution correspend to
vhat yses,

Clearly, some representatives are objecting to the free dissemination of all

datg, because they are worried that some of the strategic elements that are part of

le's private information would also be disclosed. It should not be impossible

t"PI'Oduce some specimens showing what ¥You can see w

ith what resolution in what
langs,

And once we have that information we can approach this problem in a logical
» our Governments can be rersuaded to look at it afresh, and I am sure we
‘4 find an agreed, and agreeable principle in this regard.

Manney

My delegation believes




A/AC.105/PV.185

RH/9/mb
33~35

(Mr. Pal, India)

that to be the best way to determine this limit and that that is how ve

There cannot be apy absolutes, either "no dissemination" or

should proceed.
; it is a quanﬁitative decision that has to be taken. And

rpee dissemination"

it must be based on education, on real informetion as to what corresponds to

what.

At this meeting a very interesting suggestion
that has been discussed in this Commitiee several times, regarding the
The Soviet Union has suggested that space

has been made on a topic

delimitation of outer space.
above 100-110 kilometres might be declared outer space.

! p()in-t
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. IL RARAA (Suden): Since this is my firgt tine here, I should

like to express vy gratitude and deep appreciation to the Chairman and other

menbers of this Cormittee for Qhat they are doing. A corinitihee like this
will indeed he able to see the %hole earth as if looking at it from outexr
space. )

T should also like te congratulate Poland and Czechoslovakia on their
entry into outer space.

Suden, as one of the developing countries which has been making use of
outzr space technology for a while, indeed since 197)., and as a nenber of
TUIELSAT for a few years vith ground~receiving sbotions end by the end of
this yeor will have built 14 more, hopes to raise its capability in
understanding meny of our natural resources and to work for better cormunication and.
mess media., However we always feel, 1ike the rest of the developing countries, that
there will still be a need for improvenent in our commmnications software.

With regard to remote sensiug, Sudan actually mede use of MASA's offer
in 1971 of supplying LAWDSAT. Through the United Nations and its various agencies
and through collateral agreements among various countries, since that date we have
worked almost conmbinuously using remote sensing date, That has now cwliinated
in the establishment of a nev remote sensing centre in Sudan, with the help
of tﬁe United Hattons Development Progranme {UiIDP) projects.
* Ve should like to express our view on restriction of the dissemination of
remote sensing data. It. appears quite difficult, so far, to find a eriterion -
with the possible exception of the resolution. However, one hopes that care
will be taken not to lose the advantages offered by analyses of earth's
fPestures on continentsl and glopal scales - a matter that is beconing
inereasingly more significant iﬁ our day. I nay recall the example of
studying desertification problens.

I feel thot not sufficient emphasis has been placed here on international

co-operation in the use of remote sensing in disaster monitoring and the
T think there is rmch

assessment of both sudden and creeping disasters.

room for that in international co-operation,

G
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T

We feel i
. thet the Austrian proposal for a moon treaty can provide a sound
basls for e very comprehensive agreement. -
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Mr, KOLOSSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation
from Russian): If we have understood correctly what has been said, the
representative of India, !Mr. Pal, asked us a question, through ycu, Sir -
namely, why at this stage‘goes our Gelegation agree to consider the area above
the altitude of 110 kilometres to be outer space, but is not prepared to say that g
the same time this same boundary of 100-110 kilometres is the upper limit '
of air space?

By way of answer we can say at once that this is a question not only
of international co-operation in outer space, not only of international
space law, but also one of international air law. Furthermore, if we agreed

to start with that 100~110 kilometre boundary, which would mark the beginning

of the régime for outer space flights, that is to say, the régime of

international outer space law, then our body, which is competent to put

forward any considerations it wishes on this gquestion, would probably not
find it so easy to express considerations With respect %o air space, and
in particular with respect to the upper limit of air space. The upper limit

of air space is of interest: it is of interest to specialists in civil air
laws it is of interest to the International Civil Aviation Organization

(IcAQ), and it can be of significant interest to those international organizations

"which deal with the protection of the environment. So we say that the altitude
of 100 to 110 kilometres can already, on the basis of existing circumstances,
be acknowledged as outer space. So far there have DPEeR no protests with
regard to sa.tellite|s'; and indeed at that height Space objects can be returned
even if they have some kind of motor attached to them. That is the first
step.

Mow, with regard to a ‘definitive treaty solution to this problem of the limit:
of outer space, this clearly requires further study, which should be carried
out by our Committee in close co-operation with other interested international
organizations - that is, organizations which discuss the question of air law and
environmental protection,and a number of other questions, only in the light
of those organizations and only in the light of the stakes which States may
have in that area. That is the only way we can come to a conclusion that
indeed at an altitude of 100-110 kilometres air space ends or the
sovereignty of States ends if we are talking about that part of air space

which is above the territory of any given State.

article 1,

Sov . . , .
ereipn State, including its territorial waters.

i .
tis not a matter of consultation

W
d°U1d be very difficult, would
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Furthermore, we have said that such a conditional limit of outer space
could be considered only if we gimultaneously acknowvledged the right to send
space objects through the air space of other States for the purpose of
putting them into orbit and for the purpose of returning them to earth. This
may be of special interest to States which are small in territory - that is
territories which may be surrounded on all sides by other sovereign ’

territories - since for them it would be difficult to launch space objects
into orbit without their going through the air space of neighbouring States

These questions also need to be studied by technical specialists in
that area so that they may be resolved objectively and to the

satisfaction of all parties. These questions cannot fail to touch upon the

upper limit of air space as it affects the sovereignty of States.

Mr. BENTIVOGLIO (Italy):

Ve have listened with great attention
to vhat the representative of the USSR has just said and we should like to
ask him for some clarification on two basic points.

We understand that he can agree to a conventionally-based upper limit of outer

space in the sense of establishing a borderline between outer space and air space
and we agree that this can be done. ,

e Everything can be done by law since the
law is in itself an artificial body.

i My question dealswith the argument we
ave just heard that the question of the regulation of air space should be

de . - - -
alt with by other International institutions, such as, for instance, the
?

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAOQ).

How

» We are all aware of the existence of the Chicago Convention which, in

establishes what is meant by the national sovereign territory of each

The immediste result of

establishy i ;
lishing a borderiine between air space and outer space should be that air space

goeg i
; 85 far as the borderline, therefore the portion of space which is below
Uter space comes entirely

there are 139,

under grticle 1 of the existing Convention, to which

I think it is, contracting parties, including the USSR. So

» DUt a matter of amending the Convention, which
require a lengthy and thorough process of

eh
4te and would touch also on some other subjects.
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Wle are prepared to accept this conclusion, but we wan% to go fufther and
to see what the implications are;?or, in the opinion of th%s delegation, there
can be little doubt that,if we establish a limit between air space and outer
space, outer space will fall within ﬁhe province of this propose? treaty, N
but air space will automatically ccme under the régime of the Chicago Convention

alone. That is my first point.

ET/mif A/AC.105/PV.185
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My second point is this, and it is very interesting. We are all aware

of the fact that when space objects are launched,
4@' they follow a parabolic line ~ that is to say,
other States.

in their ascending flights

they cross the air space of many

This is the practice and no objection has been made to these
flights. In other words,

we can admit that at present it is a principle of

international law that there is freedom to launch space objects or space

vehicles throngh air Space. Now, the representative of the USSR says that in

‘establishing this borderline we must also, of course, establish in this

proposed international convention that there is freedom for space objects to
.paSs through the remaining air space.

Again, I think, a conflict arises with article 1 of the Chicago

fConvention because, technically, one treaty cannot modify another. In other

» even if we adopt such a rule in a new convention this will not

imply derogation of article 1 of +the Chicago Convention unless all Darties to

the latter agree to that derogation,

words

I hope I have made my points clear,

Mr.

KOLOSSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from
It is precisely because of these particular points which have
Justly been raised by the Ttalian delegation that I think that all these questions

Russian):

should be the subject of further study and negotiations, and clearly this should

be done both within the Legal Sub-Committee and the Scien

tific and Technical
Sub.

Committee and Jointly withother international bodies concerned.

The CHATRMAN:

Can we conclude, therefore, that we have exhausted this
ghate ang consideration

of these two items, allowing us to move forward to the

next item on the agenda? Since that seems to be agreed, we have concluded

fonsideration of agenda items U4 ang 5.
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QUESTTON OF CONVENING A UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON QUTER SPACE

The CHATRMAN: Our discussion on this item should focus on the relevant

paragraphs in the report of the Seientific and Technical Sub-Committee.

L0

5
Mr. PAL (India): As representatives are aware, a great deal of time

was spent by the Scientific and Techhical Sub-Committee and the Working Party

discussing this question. It appears from the views that have been expressed

by a large number of representatives here that there is a general consensus that

a conference should be held. I should like to suggest that in order to

formulate possible recommendations by this Committee and discuss some of the

points in detail it might be useful to have an informal working group of the
whole Committee which could go into this question on Monday morning and make
a draft of the appropriate paragraphs which might be included in the report of
this Committee and which could then be discussed by the Comuittee at a formal
meeting.

T should like to propose further that, if it is agreed that such an informal

working gréup should go into this question, the representative of Australia might
Australia took

be requested, or persuaded, to be the Chairmen of that group.
quite an active part in the discussions in the Seientific and Technical
Sub-Committee, and indeed chaired some of the meetings of the drafting group,

so it is appropriate that the representative of Australia should be the Chairman.

Tn this way we can probably finish our work without too much haste.

The CHATRMAN: The Committee has heard the proposal made by the

representative of India that we might set up an informal working group under the
chairmanship of the representativé'of Australia to discuss the question of the
proposed conference and formulate proposals which we could then adopt and put

in our report. Are there any comments?

Mr. KOLOSSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation frod

ing

Russian): My delegation supports this proposal and thinks that such a work
aragral;

ution

group should have as part of its mpandate the formulation of the relevant P

in the report of our Committee. We hope that it will prepare a draft resol

delegation will be glad to co
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for the Gene
" ral Assembly and also draft an appropriate paragraph which we can
submit to the CGeneral Assembly for adoption

The CHATRMAN:

If no other representative wishes to speak, may I

- Y

Mr. GREE i d
Mr. GREET (Australia): I intervene only to say that the Australian

~Operate as proposed by the Indian delegation and

: 1 .
| we look forward to getting together with delegations on Monday

The meeting rose at 5 p.m,




