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Tre zceting was called to order at 11.10 a.m.

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

The CHATIRMAN: Before welcoming\you all here today in the customary

manner and before we proceed to our business I call on the Secretary of the Committee|

who has a number of technical anncouncements to make.

Mr, ROBINSON (Secretary of the Cormittee): The Secretariat has been

requested by the Department of Conference Services to bring to the attention of
the Committee several organizational aspects of our meetings arising from the
decisions of the CGeneral Assembly,

First, and in compliance with General Assembly resolution 32/71, I should
like briefly to outline the arrangements which have been made for this year's
session,

The duration of the session will be from 18 June to 3 July, that is a total of
12 working days and a total of 2k meetings is envisaged, one each morning and
one each afternoon. If necessary, the Committee could hold four further meetings
on 5 and 6 July. This room has been allocated to the Committee for its current
session., As in the past we will have simultaneous interpretation and verbatim
records in English, French, Russian and Spanish, and it has been arranged to
have sound recordings made for all meetings.

In view of the potential savings which could be made if such records were
dispensed with, the General Assembly in resolutions 32/71, 33/55 and 33/56
requested that all conference bodies evaluate their needs and eliminate such
records where they are not absolutely necessary. The results of such consideration
are to be reported to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session.

A second more general consideration is the importance of utilizing our
time and conference resources as effectively as possible, In an effort to
increase the efficiency of United Nations meetings, the General Assembly
approved resolution 33/55 in which it calls upon all conference bodies to make
every effort to conclude their work within scheduled time-frames., The Committee on

Conferences will be monitoring our utilizaetion of conference resources in order

not only to ensure compliasnce with that resolution but also in order better to
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assess our future conference needs, UWhat ig important in this connexion is
not to cancel scheduled meetings unless absolutely necessary and to begin the
meetings promptly at 10,30 a.m. and 3 p.m,

A related consideration is the desire which is frequently expressed for
informal meetings or working groups. Should we choose to hold such meetings,
the necessary conference services, particularly interpretation services, can be

provided only at the expense of scheduled meetings of the Committee,
ADOFTICON OF THE AGENDA

The CHAIRMAN: I now invite representatives to turn their attention

to the provisional agenda for the twenty-second session which is before them
in document A/AC.105/L.107.

agenda,

The first item of business is the adoption of the

Does any representative wish to comment on the agenda?

Mr, ALBORNOZ (Ecuador) (interpretation from Spanish): Mr. Chairman,

I should first like to say how pleased I am to see You again guiding the work

of our Committee,

With respect to the provisionsl agenda, it would appear to me that there
is an omission in item h (c)s The title of this subparagraph is not complete.
In the past when we dealt with this subject in the auxiliary bodies of the
Committee and the Sub~Committee we were dealing with the "definition and/or
delimitation of outer space and of outer space activities, bearing in mind the
issues relating to the geostationary orbit". The phrase beginning with the
words "bearing in mind .,." is missing here and I should like that omission to

be corrected,

The CHAIRMAN: TIn this respect I should like to draw the attention

of the representative of Ecuador to item 4 (f) which T believe contains the

aspects which he has in mind. If he refers to page L of the annotated agenda,

document A/AC.lOS/L.lOT, he will find explanations which in my view cover his
Point and alse deal with the discussion of the legal aspect of the geostationary

orbit. Does that satisfy the representative of Ecuador?
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Mr. ALBORNOZ {Ecuador) {(interpretation from Spanish): Well, item L4 (c)

is from the Legal Sub-Committee, where the definition of the item included the

. + N |
words "bearing in mind questions relating to the geostationary orbit™. However,

item 4 (f) is an item that comes from the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee.

I do not see that there should be any problem in following the practice adopted

in the past for item 4 (c¢).

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think there should be any problem in amending

subitem (¢} according to the proposal of the representative of Ecuador. If there

are no further comments on the agenda, I shall consider the agenda adopted,

as orally amended.

The agenda, as amended, was adopted.

STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHAIBMAN: T use this occasion first of all to welcome you most

cordially to the twenty-second session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space., I am happy to see here many familiar faces, those of
delegates who have attended previous sessions of the Committee and also to

see the many new persons who have come to strengthen our deliberations.
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Let me alsoc welcome the observers from organizations which in the past
have piven a grest deal of assistance to the work of this Committee and its
subsidiary bodies., I look forward to working with all of you over the forthcoming
two and a half weeks, and T hope that together we can make substantial progress
in the work before us,

Let me now, for the benefit of all of you, review briefly, as we have done
on past occasions, the work of our subsidiary bodies, which have provided a
great deal of assistance to the Committee., Credit for this is due, above all,
to their Chairmen. I wish to pay tribute here to Mr. Carver of Australia,

Chairman of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, and to Mr. Eugeniusz Yyzner
of Poland, who again presided over the Legal Sub-Committee.

In accordance with General Assembly resolution 33/16, the Legal Sub-Committee,
under the chairmanship of Mr. Wyzner, at its last session gave priority to three
principal areas of work: first, to the elaboration of draft principles governing
the use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting:
secondly, to the consideration of the legal implications of remote sensing of
the earth from space, with the aim of formulating draft principles- and, thirdly,
to the draft treaty relating to the moon.

In order to speed up work on these subjects, the Sub-Committee resorted to
the well-tried method of establishing working groups, and these were presided
over by Mr, Haraszti of Hungary, Mr. Rlaraby of Egypt and Mr. Winkler of Austria.

I wish to pay a tribute to the work of these Chairmen of working groups.

The three working groups completed several readings of the full texts

of the three drafts before the Sub-Committee. On remote sensing, for one,

a Principle—by-principle reading of the text elaborated by the working group

last year, a report on which can be found in an annex to the Legel Sub-Committee's
Teport, was undertaken and some additional provisions were incorporated on a
tentative basis. Members will find the resulting text in the appendix to annex T
of the report of the Sub-Committee.
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On direct television broadcasting by satellite, the werking group made an
article-by-article reading of the text elaborated upon last year, and reproduced
as amex 1II to last year's report, as well as of the clean text presented by
Canada and Sweden. The Canadian/Swedish &raft incorporated the text previcusly
elaborated by the Sub-Committee and the Committee, but added compromise formulas
for the unresoclved issues. The result of the readings was again inconclusive,

I regret to say, and the text that was produced is to be found as appendix &

of annex IT to this year's report of the Legal Sub-Committee. The Canadian/Swedish

clean text is also reproduced as appendix B of annex IT to that report.

On the draft moon treaty, members will recall that the representative of
Austria presented a consolidated text reflecting the level of compromise that
it had been possible to attain at the conclusion of the last session of the Sub-
Committee. This text was reproduced as annex I to the report of the Sub-Committee
last year, and Governments were called upon to study the possibility of accepting
that text as a compromise. Unfortunately, there was no such consensus this year
and the working group therefore studied the text article by article.

The resulting text still contains several square brackets and is now
reproduced as appendix A to annex III of the Legal Sub-Committee's report this
year.

Members will note, therefore, that while a useful exercise of an article-by-
article or principle-by-principle reading of these drafts was conducted, this
exercise failed to resolve the outstanding issues, which remain essentially
the same as last year and which are too well known to the Committee to deserve
repetition. Indeed, the end result of the work was not altogether encouraging,
and we have to face this fact here quite sguarely. It would seem, as was noted
by several delegations at the Sub-Committee’s final session, that what we in fact

did was even take some steps backwards.

gy,
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Although a number of factors contributed to this lack of progress, one
problem remains central: the positions of various members on key issues remain
virtually the seme as the positions taken by them in previous years. In essence,
this mieght have been expected, because the issues vhich were most easily
reconcilable have now been resolved and the hard core issues therefore remain.
The latter are the very issues - sometimes just a single issue cr subject -
that are most complex and that are basic to the fundamental but divergent views
of Member States.

The natural consequence of this is that progress by the Sub-Committee on
the outstanding issues will take place only as Member States display an active
desire and. let me S8y, a somewhat stronger political will to achieve the
necessary compromises. We should take courage from the arduous negotiations
that so successfully produced, over 10 years ago now, the Outer Space Treaty
and other international agreements, and we should not fail to seek acceptable
compromises, in the spirit of our Committee, in order to complete the three
important international instruments on which we have been working so hard over
the past few years.

In this connexion, the time might even have come for us to reassess our
respective positions in order to see whether we cannot really bridge this gap.
And if, in all honesty, we find ourselves unable to do so, the time might also have
come to devote our energies - at least for the time being - to other important
areas of concern which deserve our attention.

Two such items were discussed in the Sub-Committee this year. First., there
Was a further exchange of views on the question of the definitions and delimitations
of outer space, bearing in mind questions relating to the geostationary orbit.

The views of Member States on this matter are reflected in section IV of the
report of the Sub-Committee. Although the Sub-Committee made no formal
Tecommendations concerning this item, extensive discussions were held; particular

at . .
tention was focused this year on the proposal by the USSR to delimit
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air and outer space at an altitude not higher than 100 to 110 kilometres.

leaving the area below that to be the subject of negotiation among States,

while providing for freedom of transit for“space objects in that region. Many
members expressed their support for a seriéus effort on the part of the Sub-
Committee to determine a boundary. However, many recognized the arbitrariness

of the selection of criteria for such a boundary and recommended that other
criteria also be examined. TFor instance, it was pointed out that satellites have
already orbited at 90 kilometres; as a result, discussions were concluded without

any formal action being recommended.

i
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Secondly, there was an active discugsion relating to the use of nuclear
power sources in outer space under the item "other matters” and the views of
Member States on this question are reflected in section V of the report of the
Legal Sub-Committee. A proposal was made that this question should be included
as a separate item on the apgenda of the Sub-Committee next year. There was no
consensus on this proposal and, in view of the diverse opinions expressed during
the debate, the Sub-Committee considered that the parent Committee, at the
current session should, unless it decided otherwise, resume discussion on the
matter, in particular, on the advisability of including on the agenda of the
Legal Sub-Committee a separate item dealing with the use of nuclear power sources
in outer space.

Accordingly, members might wish to consider what action should be teken in
this connexion, as well as determine whether further progress can be made at the
current session on the questions relating to the draft treaty on the moon and
draft principles on direct television broadcast satellites, as requested by the
Legal Sub-Committee. The Chairman will, of course, make himself available for
any formal or informal discussions which members may wish to have on these
matters.

Looking at these subjects, we should be conscious of the fact that our efforts
are being closely monitored by world public opinion. The importance that is
increasingly attached to the elaboration of modern principles of space law is
demonstrated by the attention given to this subject by bodies which are as
vitally representative, as, for instance, the Inter-Parliamentery Union. The
sixty-sixth Conference of the Inter-Parliamentary Unijon, which will be held in
Caracas next September, will have before it an important resolution on space law,
vhich was adopted by the recent meeting of the Council and Committees of the
Inteerarliamentary Unicn held in Prague, Czechoslovakia. Ve welcome the interest
€Xpressed in our work by representative bodies, such as the Inter-Parliamentary
Union, as close co-cperation between Governments and parlisments is one of the

eSsential prerequisites for the successful further development of space law.
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I shall turn now briefly and summarily to the work of the Secientific and
Technical Sub-Committee. Here again we note that priority was given to questions
relating to remote sensing. The Subeommittee had before it several reportis
prepared by the Secretariat which helﬁed in its discussions. Particular
consideration was given to the classification and dissemination of remote sensing

data. The Sub-Committee, however, was not able to agree upon specific
recommendations concerning the need for the classification of data or the manner in

which such a classification might be made. The Sub-Committee therefore agreed

that the Secretariat should be requested to submit a supplemental study for
consideration at its next cession.

The Sub-Committee further noted the importance of providing adequate training
facilities, including on-site training, in all aspects of remote sensing,
particularly to the developing countries, in order to enable them to derive the
maximum benefit from this new important technology.

The Sub~Committee also considered the co-ordinating role of the United Hations

in the area of remote sensing. A report was submitted by the Secretariat as

requested concerning a proposed panel of experts, to be established under United
Netions auspices, which would co-ordinate international activities. Although this
matter has been under consideration for several years in the Sub-Ccmmittee, no
consensus was reached on the establishment of such a panel this year.

In regard to the United Nations Space Applications Programme, continued
vigorous efforts were made within its limited finaneial resources, which have
often been the subject of comments in this Committee, to provide to developing
countries increased access to space applications. The principal instruments for
the achievement of this aim have remained the educational and training activities
which can be carried out under the Programme in order to assist the developing

countries in all regions of the world. Among the highlights of the Programme

during the course of last year were the training seminars and workshops held in
Rome with the co-operation of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), in
Manila, in Nairobi with the assistance of the United Nations Environmental
Programme (UNEP), in San Jose dos Campos with the assistance of UNESCO, in India

agein with the assistance of FAO, and in Tokyo with the assistance of the

Several other such seminars and

World Meteorological Organization (WMO).
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workshops are planned for the immediate future, two on remote sensing
applications in agriculture, to be held in Ibadan, Nigeria, and Damascus, Syria,
and another on the use of remote sensing in the area of non-renewable resources,
to be held in Argentina later this year. Several other panel meetings and seminars
are also scheduled for the coming year, 1980, and these will be held in Costa Rica,
Japan, Greece, Upper Volta and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. In
addition, the United Nations Space Applications Programme administers a number of
fellowships offered by Member States in various disciplines relating to space
applications. The transfer of technology, which is of such crucial importance to
economic and social development in many member countries, will thus receive strong
assistance from such efforts.

In cencluding my remarks on the Space Applications Programme, I should like
to express, on behalf of the Committee, our appreciation to the Expert on Space
Applications, Mr. Murthy, for the excellent manner in which he has conducted a very
useful programme on space applications, particularly for the member countries of
the developing world. We recognize the importance of the work he has accomplished,
not only during the last year, but during the past seven years in which he has
directed the Space Applications Programme. I make particular note of this today
because I have learned, as other members may have done, that Mr. Murthy will retire
from United Nations services at the end of this year. I therefore wish to thank
Mr. Murthy for the assistance he has given this Committee, particularly for
conducting the United Wations Space Applications Programme in such an outstanding
manner, and to wish him every success in the future. At the same time, it is with
great pleasure that we welcome the news that Mr. Padang, the Secretary of the
Scientific and Technical Bub-Committee, will take over as the head of the United
Nations Space Applications Programme. I have no doubt that, under his able
guidance, the Progremme will continue to give useful assistance to the developing
Countries and, on behalf of the Committee, I wish Mr. Padang every success in his
future activities.

I now revert to the work of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. That

boad . . .
¥ also gave consideration to questionsg relating to space transportation and to
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the views of Member States on those guestions. Those views are reflected 1n

section TV of its report (A/AC.105/238). Similarly, the Committee considered
the question of the physical nature and the technical attributes of the

peostationary orbit and the views of Member States on this matter can be found
in section VI of the report of the Sub-Committee. On both items, the
Sub-Cormittee proposes to continue its consideration at the next session and

has requested the Secretariat to prepare a number of reports in order to assist

it in its discussions.

]
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The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee also discussed questions
relating to the use of nuclear powver sources in outer space and for this
purpose it established a Working group of experts as called for in Ceneral
Assembly resolution 33/16. The report of the Torking Group is reproduced
as amne¥ II of the report of the Sub-Committee, As members will note,
the Yorking Group bas carried out extensive preliminary work on this ouestion
and concluded that nuclear power sources can bhe used safely in outer space,
provided certain safety considerations smecified in the report are fully met.
It stated that the decision to use nuclear power sources in outer space should
be based on technical considerations, provided that salety requirenents can be
satisfied while mission requirements are fulfilled. The conclusions and
recormendations of the Vorking Group are set out in paragraphs 39 to Lk of its
report. It has recommended that arrangements be made for it to
ueet for another week during the next session of the Scientific and Technical
Sub~Cormittee and that ilewber States and international agencies be invited to
contribute studies on the technical aspects and safety of nuclear Power sources,
varticulerly reparding four areas of concern which the Working Group has
identified for further consideration. These arrangements seem to augur well
for successful completion of the future work of this VWorking Group. In
considering the recommendations of the Vorking Group ve must also bear in
uind the relevant recormendation made by the Lesal Sub-Committee to which
I referred earlier,

Finally, T come to what is perhaps the most imnortant subject considered
by the Scientific and Technical Sub-Comiittee. The Sub~Cormittee was, as
nembersg vill recall, particularly active this year in serving in its capacity
85 the Advisory Cormittee to the Preparatory Committee of the second
Uniteq Hations Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. Several
inportant recommendations have been sulmitted in connexion with the convening
of this conference, in accordance with General Asserbly resolution 33/16,
and these can be found in paragraph 35 of the Bub-Committee's revort. They
relate most specifically to the title of the conference, its agenda, its
Preparation and organization , including the form it is to take, its date

bad . .
nd Venue, ~s well as its bureau and secretariat.
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T am happy to say that on some of these issues the Sub-Cormittee was able

to agree upon detailed recommendations such as those reparding the subjects to be

included in the agenda of the conference. However, some of the key issues relating

to the preparation of the conference such as the date, the venue, the form and the
secretariat of the conference, were not agreed upon. As a result, this Committee,
which is entrusted with the task of acting as the Preparatory Committee under
resolution 33/16, is expected to make most of these decisions at the current
session. I trust that, with the co-operation of all the members of the Committee,
we shall be able to agree expeditiously on at least those questions that must

be decided so that the arrangements for the conference can go forwvard without
delay. I am, of course, open to suggestions as to how we may best accomplish
this task.

Before concluding the summary of the work of the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee, I should like to refer members to the recommendations which it
made concerning its future work and which are reflected in paragraphs 76 to 82
of its report. Members will note that the Sub-Committee has recommended a
slightly different agenda from that which it had last year, and we shall have to
consider this question along with that of the agenda of the Legal Sub~Committee.
Here members will note that the Legal Sub-Committee hes made no recommendations
this year concerning its agenda. Similarly, we must decide upon the scheduling
of the meetings of the two Sub-Committees, the Working Group and this Committee
for next year. So there is a great deal of work to be done.

T hope that T have been able to give the Committee, though in many instances
in very brief and succinct form, some of the highlights of the work performed by
our subsidiary bodies. Mewmbers will note that -'we have much work ahead of us
during the next few days. With the co-operation of members, T have no doubt that
we shall be able to accomplish much.

But let us also cast, as we sometimes do, a look at the future work of this
Committee. Several thoughts come to mind in this respect. and I should
like to share with the Committee some reflections, which I expressed at the recent
space affairs event, the Goddard Memorial Symposium, held in %ashington, D.C.
the purpose of which was to consider new opportunities for international co-operat

in the exploration and peaceful use of outer space.
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The principal consideration is perhaps that the impact of satellite

technology upon global politics, which has already become apparent over the

past two decades, is now growing at an increasing rate. This becomes evident
when one considers the significance of some of the future space ventures
which are being discussed today and not by science-fiction writers but by
scientists and engineers who have participated in every aspect of space ‘
research from its very outset.

We are now seriously considering daily flights to orbit which misht
serve and supply large technical facilities such as research laboratories,
astronomical laboratories, earth resources observatories, manufacturing
facilities or communication centres. We are also considering expanding
direct-to-home television broadcasting throughout the world: and erecting
large structures in space, stabilizing them and moving them about. The possible
early demonstration of a large structure that could be part of a large s;lar
experiment is under active consideration. And, finally, we are examining the
possibility of setting up large earth-like communities several hundred
thousand miles up in space.

For the realization of projects of this magnitude, there can be no doubt
that an essential element will be international agreement and co-operation not
only in formulating political and legal policies but also in conoréinating
financial and technical assistance. And this is, I believe, where we should
?Ocus our attention in looking forward tc the future, because it seems that the
international community has a right to expect that the men and women who have
S0 brilliantly developed mankind's ability to venture into outer space should
also accept the responsibility for developing appropriate means for increasing
barticipation by all rations in future space activities. And, indeed, the vast
Potential for technological innovation that space technology provides should be
used for no less bold innovations in international co-operation than the Joint
flight of Apollo and Soyuz.

‘ We who represent Governments in this international forum can play an
lmportant role in developing and promoting international co-operation in outer

spaCe N el . * -
Like our scientists and engineers, we have to be bold and imaginative.

Bu i
t. like them, we must also be realistic and nractical.
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In takin; this role seriously we must of course recognize that no
. o i i i retation
one country or even a group of countries can assume that its interp

i i i i arily shared
of the peaceful uses of outer space and 1t§ benefits 12 necess i

by all. Ve nust also recosnize that a way must be Found to enrage all
countries of the world at the very outset of any major new space project,
especially if such a wroject is at all related to oractical benefits which
can be enjoyed by all.

As these new means of co-ordination are developed, I believe that we can
at the sane time look with satisfaction on the progress wve have made so far.

g is is not the
fAnd, indeed, substantial progress has been made. ITowvever, this is n

i i - Lon
time %o becoue couplacent atout the state of international space co-operation,
i ibiliti f such
a8 nev technological developments are expandinzg the possibdilities o

Ané in outer swmace,as in world politics in general,

co-operation every day.
co--operation can be used successfully to nreclude confrontation.
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The exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes will
therefore certainly remain an essential concern of efforts to
give international co-operation a new quality with broader scope. As the
focal point for such efforts, this Committee in the more than 20 years of
its existence has succeeded in laying the foundations of an international legal
framevork as well as of a number of institutions that can serve this purpose,

In the next few weeks - perhaps even during the time that this Committee
is assembled for its twenty-second session - this framework for international
co-operation that the Committee has created might be called upon to play its
part in the mastering of an event linked %o the exploration of outeyr space - the
re-entry dinto the earth's atmosphere of the SKYLAB orbital workshop. Not
only the members of this Committee but also international institutions at
large have given great attention to this event and to the grest variety of effortsg
made by the launching State to make this as safe as possible,

On the one hand, the history of SKYLAB certainly holds important lessons

for the future and provides dramatic illustrations of the present limits on the
control that space technology can set over objects launched into outer space.
On the other hand, we can certainly take satisfaction from the fact that the
measure of uncertainty linked to events of this nature can be reduced by the
legal and politieal framework for space co-operation that this Committee has
Created,

I therefore express, on behalf of all Tepresentatives, our fervent wish
that this return may proceed safely with the minimum of damage and with human
lives unharmed, our hopes enhanced by the knowledge that we no longer face space
contingencies empty-handed and powerless.

Looking realistically at the current state of world affairs, one must
Tecognize that the degree to which confrontation can be replaced by co-operation
depends to g large extent on the relations between the major industrial and
military Powers. Efforts to strengthen and deepen détente in outer space should
therefore e pursued no less energetically than similar efforts for détente here
On earth. In order to breserve outer space as a predominantly peaceful
eﬂVironment9 every effort should therefore be made to negotiate meaningful

SPace arms contyrol agreements.
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it is perhaps not inappropriate to remind ourselves of these urgent
necessities on the very day on which an important and wide-ranging agreement
on the limitation of strategic arms has been signed, in the same room in which
this Committee met two years ago in Vienna; and, we can take heart from the
words of peace that President Brezhnev and President Carter have exchanged on
this historic occasion. The fact that we start our tasks on a day so auspicious
for world peace will, I hope, augur well for our work and I therefore invite
representatives to embark together on a new effort at peaceful co-operation
in ocuter space.

That concludes agenda item 2, "Statement by the Chairman", and I invite
representatives to turn their attention once again to the agenda.

The sgenda which was adopted at the beginning of this meeting reflects
a new pattern of work for the Committee., At the end of the document, on page Ta
is a tentative schedule of work. Our commen efforts are required to keep to
that schedule and make it work. As can be seen from the schedule, we shall
continue this morning with a general exchange of views and start off this
afternoon with the consideration of agenda item L, which is made up of

several subitems under the title "Applications of space science and technology

and activities in outer space". They are principally the various subitems before

the two Sub-Committees.

In the following days when items 3, 4 and 5 have been exhausted, the
Committee will assume its role as the Preparatory Committee for the Second
United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Quter Space.
As representatives will see, it is proposed that the Committee, in order
to perform that task more speedily and more effectively, set up a working group
on the Conference which will then report to us under item 6, I, therefore,
now invite the Committee to decide on the setting up of such a working
group and to appoint a Chairman, Ag far as the chairmanship is concerned,
the Committee and its Sub-Committee have, during past periods of work, profited
from the experience of Professor Yash Pal of India who has successfully
performed similar tasks. I therefore propose to the Committee that we decide

to set up a working group on the Conference under the chairmanship of

Professor Yash Pal.
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ear no comment, T shall take it that the Committee agrees to the
proposal.

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN:

S0 far as the work of the Working Group is concerned,
the schedule of work on page T of document A/AC.105/L.107 shows that the

Working Group will hold its first meeting on Tuesday, 26 June I would not
- ]

however, exclude the possibility that the Working Group, under its able
Chairman, might meet somewhat earlier if one or other of the scheduled nmeetings

of the Committee on other items were not held, Representatives will of course

bear in mind, in this respect, the stern warning that we received from the
o .
ommittee Secretary not to squander the valusble and financially expensive

time that the Organization has allocated to us.

STATEMENT BY MR, PEREX, CHIEF OF THE OUTER SPACE AFFATRS DIVISION

The CHATRMAN:

g I now call on the Chief of the Outer Space Affairs
ivision who wishes to make a short statement

Mr. PEREK (Chief, Outer Space Affairs Division): Permit me %o
v 1o i it e ik - i o o 040
with tne o .1v151on %n the light of its involvement in activities connected
. unction of this Committee and its Sub-Committees, It is submitted
RC;zrdan?e with the request of the Committee made at its nineteenth session,
to the zoZZi:tZ:ti:izies of the ?Uter Space Affairs Division since its report
launchog fnte outor Yeaf %ave 1nc1?ded: maintaining the register of objects
Programme; co-ordi :?ace, implementing the United Nations Space Applications
System; P;ovidin e O?ter space activities within the United Nations
g substantive secretariat services and support for the

Committe i i
e and its technical subsidiary bodies; acting as secretariat for

the prepg i i
Parations for the United Nations Conference on the Exploration and

Peaceryy y
ses of Outer Space; and, finally, preparing for possible future

technical iviti
on b1 activities and agenda items that may be decided on by the Committee
¢ Peaceful Uses of OQuter Space.
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register of objects launched into outer space, the
to be regeived regularly, both under the
v resolution 1721 B (XVI),
nformity with the
ed its

With reference to the
announcements of launchings continued
Registration Convention and under General Asseﬁbl
Series ST/SG/SER.E, which contains announcements made in co
Registration Convention since it came into effect in 1976, has reach
The series containing announcements mede in conformity

solution 1721 B (XVI), since the first announcement

twentieth issue.
with General Assembly re
was received in 1962, has reached 381 issues.
The United Nations Space Applications Progr
training and education in space communication, remote se
Tn the most important area of the application of space technology,

training courses have been organized for participants from
1y commented

amme has been directed towards
nsing and meteorology.

namely,

remote sensing,

virtually all parts of the world.
the session of the Scientific and Technical

The Programme was most favourab

upon by many delegations during

Sub-Committee. The success of the Prograrme is due to the outstanding work

of the United Nations Expert on Space Applications, Mr. Murthy.

BRI e ©
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Mr,.Chairman, to your expression of appreciation of Mr. Yurthv's work
should like to add my personal thanks for his co-~oneration and fri;ndvg?r\& I'
the ti?e we have worked together in the Quter Space Affairs Division.d o

Mext year, if the Committee so decides, the United Maticns Space Annlicati
Programme may assunie an ~?ditional function. Tt could help developins e
countries in defining their needs for space applications aﬁd assisf tﬁem in
preparing national papers through the resional and topical interregional seminars
that may be organized in the context of the United aticns Outer Space
Conf?r?nce. The programe would thus contribute o making “ember States'
participation in the Quter Space Conference wide and informed s

This difficult task would be in the hands of r. A. Paéané. His full
understanding of the political, legal and technical aspects of space applications
and his extensive experience as Secretary of the Scientific and ;echnical
?ub~Committee, as Secretary of inter-agency meetings and as Chief of Seetion
in the Outer Space Affairs Division make him hizhly qualified to direct the
Bpace Applications Programme when lir. ilurthy leaves the service of the
United fiations. Mr. Padang will be assisted by iir. IFelske, :ir. Abiodun and
a nev melber of our staff, iir. Kharitonov.

I turn now to the co

o ~ordination o O ,
flations system. T outer space activities within the United

The machinery of th i
- e Administrati :
for inter--arency co . , 1ve Committee on Co-ordi i
<ord . ordinatior
CEReY ination has, as is known, recently been restructured. n (ace)

As a re . - » [
. sult, various subsidiary bodies working in substantive areas., ineludine
he Sub. . Wl iviti 9 .
sub--Committee on Outer Space Activities, have been discontinued, and their
work wil :
1 under the new structure be performed by the Consultative Committee on

e :
Substantive Questions (CCSQ), o hi
The cCg

sh--level s o
Q, at its first session earlier thissj:iéélzziizfq?i of thg ACC.
for this year .- the practice of holdf . ’ 6 to continue - at least
activities. 4he next meeting wi o-ant 1nt?r»agency reetings on outer space
fvitats f meé ing will be held in September ~t Geneva on the
co a-lon of the liorld lieteorologicel Organization (110). It will deal with the
Out:zd;z:::OEOZ§ the intef“agency.aspects of the preparatory work for the
outer s;ace act.e?j?ce, w1th.the integrated report of the Secretary-General on -
0 ordingtis ivities and with all other questions requiring inter-agency

n. As usual, the Outer Space Affairs Division will play an active

‘la.-t R in: ing i i x
(&} 1 () ? ~ [

the ip9
N 1 3 3
Nitiative wherever necessary.
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In so far as substantive support for the Committee is concerned, the Division
continued to provide the secretaries for it. the Seientific and Technical
Sub-Committee, its Working Group on Nuclear Power Sources and *the Inter-agency
Meeting on Outer Space Activities. It alsd provided the Chairmen for the

Interdepartmental Working Panel on Space Applications.

Docurents were prepared for the sessions of the bodies just mentioned. Those
prepared for the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee are listed in paragraph 7
of its report. Several documents have been prepared for the present session of
the Committee and are listed in the annotated agenda. Two documents have been
issued more recently, namely, that entitled "List of geostationary srace stations
by orbital positions™, issued by the International Frequency Registration Board,
and that entitled "Updating of the texts of the special report on possible
broadcasting satellite systems and‘their relative acceptability Both documents
right also be of interest to the Scientific and Technical Sub--Committee.

The post of the Secretary of the Committee will stay in the experienced hands
of lir. darvin Robinson, Deputy Chief of Ehe Division. The post of the Secretary
of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Cormittee will, when it is vacated by
My, Padang, be filled by iir. i. Jasentuliyana, who is known to many representative
as a highly efficient secretary of the Working Group on luclear Fower Dources

and as one of the editors of the authoritative Compendium on Space Law.

Ilr. Jasentuliyana will be assisted by Mr. Shibunayev, iiss Vyns and a new member
of our staff, liss DLudwig. _

ith regard to the secretariat of the Outer Space Conference, last year
the Conmittee endorsed the recommendation of the Scientific and Yechnical
Sub--Conmittee that that secretariat should be nrovided by the Outer Space Affairs
Division. In preparing for that task, the Division has attempted to outline the
possible chief responsibilities of the Conference secretariat. The definition of
these responsibilities could, of course, be finnlized only with the necessary
guidance of the Preparatory Committee and final endorsement by the General Assembl
of the recommendations of the Preraratory Cormmittee on the duration, venue and tim
of the Conférence. 2s well as on several organizational. matters. The estimated
requirements for strengthening the staff of the Division have been incorporated

into the statement of Tinancial implications for the Conference that is before

this Committee. This document should not be intexpreted as an attempt to

JVIi/10
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anticipate the total cost of the Conference

b ; .o
Preparatory C ub rather as providing the

o Y b3

A new estimate of fi i

i inancial implications will 1
o ‘ be prepared 1
General Asseubly when it commences discussion of the reco e
Preparatory Committee,

decisions.
mmendations of the

In i'tS na ] ty i v
o] -

i ' - It could also,
» 188ue in due time invitations to mnember States to

documentation for consideration by the Preparatory Committ
- » l
if the Committee SO wishes -

1

Administrative Council (ITU). The TTU's

- » in 1ts session last weel,
appbroval by ITU nembers

in dJairobi on Tuesday,

; tecided, subject to formal
hat the Plenipotentiary Conference would be held

(]
12 October 1982, for g duration of four weeks




A/AC.105/PV,190

RH/11/hl
31

(Mr. Perek)

Space technology has advanced so

T come now to possible future activities.
a variety of purposes

rapidly in recent years that large space structures serving
ed not only in low orbits but also in the geostationary and

+ suitably selected par?s or orbits in outer space hav

geosynchronous

and plac
e come

orbits and in othe
ation in several national programmes.

under detailed consider
ealized, will have international implications and of

guch projects, if fully r
necessity will have to be considered by this Committee and its subsidiary bodies.

The Outer Space Affairs Division must be prepared at that time to continue to

give Secretariat support to facilitate the task of the Committee in its

With this in mind, we are planning t
vision as well as to shift the emphasis of our work to
As these trends develop, I shall at

deliberations.
Quter Space Affairs Di

follow the Committee's new areas of interest,

a future date report to the Committee on the details of such plans.

The CHAIRMAN: I thank the Chief of the Outer Space Affairs Division

essive array of the activities of that Division.

for his report on the impr

GENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

Mr. Chairman, the Pakistan delegation is pleased?

Mr, MEHMUD (Pakistan):
second session of the Committee, which is

to have you presiding over the twenty-

distinguished from previous sessions in the sense that during this session

mvise agenda will be considered and the session is expected to be of three weekd

the additional week having been
ittee

ite
duration rather than the customary two weeks,
allowed to enable the Committee also to function as the Preparatory Comm

for the second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses

of Outer Space. The Pakistan delegation is confident that, by reason of your

personal qualities of leadership and your deep understanding of the work of this

Committee, you will be able to steer the work of this session to achieve optimum

results,

Before offering its views on the various items of the agenda, the Pakistan

delegation would like to place on record its appreciation of the excellent work

done by the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and the Legal Sub-Committee,

whose reports are before us for consideration, at their sixteenth and eighteenth

sessions, respectively.

o inecrease the expertise of the:

i
B ———
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The Chairmen of the ¢ L
wo Sub-Committees have contridbuted significantly t
ntly to that

work through thei i
' T high level of personal competenc :
assignments, e and devotion to their

While we are meetj
ing here, we are gll aware of the concern of th
o} e world

COMMmL i i
nL t 2 url

of what is then left of SKYLAB » some time in July,

Ev
vill indeed cause loss of huma l'fen though the chances that such fragments
n i1ife or propert .
fact t . .. Y are quite r
hat there is some finite Probability of such & thi emote, the very
a in

disturbing to the common man, & happening is quite

k] ]

for changing

orbits into hi
igher and safer orbits in the event of eme
rgencies, snd a

y

Pakistan would ¢
o . .
operate in any international effort to improve th
e existing

. In
ings of the Working Group set up

It s
upports the proposal of the Working Group for th
e

ecomrendati
ations of the International Commission o
n

working arrangements.,
implementation of the r

111 IEl&tI() i) 't [) we
I tO s E—, ]

With re
gard to th .
ccond Us ¢ work of this Committee as the Pre :
S United Nations Confer paratory Committee for
Pace,

the g

ence i

> on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Out

‘ gation commends the fine work done Ty o
. Committee in
TeParatory Committee

the Pakistan dele

Techni
cal Sub- y the Scientific and

Thelisk?apacity &8s the Advisory Committee to the

rderl; ;jZ::hdziegatlon ve?y much hopes that the Conference

e . . Space activities favourable to the
mankind in general and of the inbabitants of th

As regards the venue of the Conference, )

S support for Vienna, ry-General,

Gen i
eva or Paris, The Pakistan delegation hopes
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that a decision on the venue will be reached at the current session of the
Committee. As far as the agenda of the Counference is concerned, the Pakistan

delegation firmly believes that it should include items of basie concern to the
developing countries. .

The remote sensing of earth resources éy satellites has had a large share in
the over-all package of the peaceful applications of space technology reglized to
date. In some respects the benefits of this technique have been more significant
for the developing countries, Pakistan has accorded a high priority to the task
of making full use of this technique and has already established facilities for
the analysis and interpretation of satellite imagery for earth-resources survey.
A scheme for the establishment of a full-fledged remote sensing applications
centre at Karachi has recently been approved by the Government of Pakistan.

The main feature of that centre would be a digital-computer~assisted image
analyser and interpretation equipment costing atout Us$l million. Every cffort
is being made to ensure that the required number of personnel is trained and

the equipment is purchased at the earliest. The new equipment would be specially

used for carrying out sncw surveys, water-resources surveys, crop identification
and inventory studies. Even with the existing eguipment, which comprises a

density slicer, a colour additive viewer, a Diazo printer, a zoom transferscope,
a zoom stereoscope, and so on, the Pakistan Space and Upper Atmosphere Research

Committee has already completed a number of very useful studies using LANDSAT

data. These studies relate to the morphology of the Indus delta and its adjoining

coastal belt of Pakistan, flood-plain mapping and identification of land use

and other cultural features. The Pakistan Space Committee has entered into an

agreement with the Iranian Remote Sensing Centre to obtain LANDSAT data pertaining

to Pakistan, both in the form of computer comparative tapes and imagery,

through the Iranian station located at Shahdasht, near Tehran.

BCT/ grm
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The Pakistan delegation feels rather disappointed that the eriteri
for classification, from the point of view of resolution, of remotel :: 1
data for dissemination purposes have not yet been arrived at., Ve vz a
much hope that, in view of the high priority which this apnlicatgon d::
all the outstanding issues ceming in the way of widespreaé disseminatiz:v:;,

remote sensing satellite data will be resolved at the earliest possibl
time, so that the potential users of the data can establish appropriat:
analysis and interpretation facilities and start making full u;e of them
In an effort to simplify the issue with regard to resolution the )
Pakistan delegation would like to Support the viewpoint that the ;emotel
sensed primary data received through the LANDSAT series of satellites .
other satelliites yielding data of equivalent spatial resolution shouidoz
freely disseminated to the countries desirous of receiving suchgdata -
.The Pakistan delegation supports the recommendation of the Sub-éommitt
calling for further study by the Secretariat of the subject, in particul ”
the new concept of the effectivg resolution element being d;veloied ;;u -

the United 1
o ed States and Canada ag a spatial figure of merit for all imaging
evic i ing i
€5, including synthetic aperture radar, to settle the outstandin
technical question of i ;
the relationship between i
. photographic and i
devices resolution. - T
Th i i i
e Pakistan delegation would like to emphasize also the importanc
of the - i ] )
co-ordinating role of the United Nations in the area of satellite

remote s i i
€nsing, particularly now when the operational remote sensing

satellites are around the corner,
. z::pi:22;zzie nay also re?ommend to the CGeneral Assembly the initiation
deve1oping countr? pProgramme alme? at providing technical assistance to the
nalyets ot ies for.the setting up of necessary facilities for the
N . erpretation of satellite imagery., The Committe may recall

€ back the Economic Commission for Africa recommended the

establish
ne . . ..
nt of five regional training centres in Africa: ope each in

™
e, -t T o - .
BYPt, Kenya, kigeria, Upper Volta and Zajire.

The Scientific and TPechnical
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Sub-Conmittee, in its report on its sixteenth session, has called for

equitable distribution of the technical assistance which these centres may

receive from the United fations. The Eeonomic and Social Commission for Asia

and the Pacific has not so far recommend?d such training centres in Asia.
Pakistan would once again take the opportunity to make the offer that

Pakistan's Space Research Committee's Remote Sensing Applications Centre

at Harachi would be available to serve as a regional training centre in

remote sensing applications.

As in the past, the Pakistan delegation would again like to highlight

the importance of strengthening the United Wations Space Applications Programme

through an increase in the funds provided for the purpose. With regard to

the co~ordination of the space activities within the United Wations agencies,

the Pakistan delegation feels that the important work in this area is

ilikely to suffer on account of the dissolution of the Sub-Coumittee on

Outer Space Hatters of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination.

Absence of an effective United Hations orgmanization to ensure the necessary

co-.ordination may prove undesirable.

The Pakistan delegation lends its support to the present efforts in
the Legal Sub-Comittee to complete work on the draft text of an
g the use by States of

artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting. In the
uld include

international convention on principles governin

opinion of this delepation, the international convention sho

suitable clauses for ensuring adequate consultations and agreement between

States launching such satellites and States where the signals from these

satellites could be received.
The worl relating to the definition and/or the delimitetion of outer
, partly because of the complexity of the

space has not progressed much
e applicability

problems, even though the matter is directly relevant to th
With the claims of sovereicnty over the

orbit by the developing countries

of the 1967 outer space Treaty.

relevant segments of the geostationary

situated in the equatorial belt, it has become even more important to resolve

this outstanding question at an early date. The Pakistan delegation hopes

that tangible progress will be made on this

of the Committee.

gquestion during the current sessiol

[
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Durin":,' i i

the delegations of the Unite
d States, the Sovi i
Soviet Union and Fran
4 ce made

arrangements for audio-vi 1
1o-visual presentations on the Progress alread
Drog eady achieved

1

et
Soviet manned SOYUZ and automated progress

modules
Space Agency SPACELAR and Ariane launcher and the French-European

: Ye hope that thi ;
also will h . .. his Committee
ave the benefit of similar audio-visual presentations. 1y

; . e

Pakistan delegati
egation fully supports gll measures for the further di i
ssemination

()I Ln < nlcg.l d ll S p y g i

developed by various countries.

A draft treat i
aty relating to the moon and other celestial bodies
was

e

consideration i
of this draft at the twenty-first session of the Committ
ee.

f 1 5 1

th i
at the current session of the Committee will be

this direction. able to meke headvay in

international s
bace agency should have
an adequate mandate s
nd adequate funds

to act as the 1 i
foecal point for regulating the activities of Member St

eng .
gaged in space research and technology ates
= >

fhsuring that the facilitd particularly with a view to
are restrios aclilities and capabilities thus acquired in the pr
ricted . ) ocess
tner - d to peaceful applications alone and to the preventi
€ase in the military use of outer space - iocn of an
should alse pbe ot E .
vember States for

activity.

The international sn
e nace agency
orized to arrange the launching of satellites for the

explorati
y8! ion and use of outer space in support of peaceful

It i i

e S pointed out that at present there is no international
. a
¥ Tor applying any pressure or curbs on Mem

Sub-Committee,
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y suffers from an inadequacy of mandate and funds

gpace Committee obviousl
Tt is to be hoped that the current

to discharge the aforementioned function.
al effort in promoting the peaceful

drawbacks in the United Wations internation
if not altogether eliminated, through

uses of outer space will be mitigated,

the establishment of the international spacé agency.
delegation has briefly touched upon some of the agenda

in order to set forth its viewpoint on those

ute further when the various agenda items

The Pakistan
items before the Committee

ijtems. Ye should like to contrib

are taken up for detailed discussion.
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MI. DE LA IEDRAJA (MQXICO) (1nteIPTEtatlon flom SpaHlSh). IlISt Of

. I.S?Ould like to express my delegation's pleasure, Mr. Chai :

you gu?dlné our work in such a competent way. I should like t S S seeine

clarification on the documentation. I should like you to ask :haSk -~ .

W?EH the L?gal Sub-Committee's report will be ready in Spanish " ecreteriat

listened with %ﬂterest to the report made by the Secretary su; IMZ j?legation

for my delegation and other Spanish-speaking delegations i; will beed;:;:ct?:t
u

to participate in the ite h L F t h
deba‘t e on 1t m EN we dO no ave the rel evant dOC umesr l'.a t:l cn
1 -

The CHAIRMAN:
: I call on the Secretary of the Committee to repl
¥

to that point,

Mr, ROBIN,
SON (Secretary of the Committee);: Unfortunately
, We are

not able to answe . s ]
the Legal SUb_Com;iz::e?Pec1f1c Qu?stlon as to when the Spanish translation of
tocumentation sermte. iss rep?rt will be ready. The entire United Nations
because of that that we working under a great deal of DPressure and it was
issued at the time it Wa:equested that the English version which was ready be
e will check ome ot ;lt:he other languages will come as soon as possible,
make thet reply avait 1th Documents Control and if we get a reply we will
able to the Committee,

The CHAIRMAN: T
. n 1 73
the working document & apologizing to the representative of Mexico because
€ regquires is not
that the g yet ready, I must sey ¢
ccretari . Y that T am sur
ariat will make a concerted effort to provide this i e
important

documentatq
ation durin i
g€ the time we debate this issue so that representati
atives can

refer to tp
€ documents in their working languages

If no oth W e s
er del i i ¥ D
egation wishes to speak under item 3 or to raise a
68 ' n oint
:F Procedure or.clarlflcatlon before adjourning this morning's neeting I should
ascertain whether there ar Wl
S e any delegations which wi
like to t be able to s
13 1 pesk

n agenda i h A t
tem " i i activi (S35
Y Ppllcatlons Of Space SCiEnCe and technology and t. i
i

‘ 4 oﬂter ] ace ems a t t t O f I [&] Vi
P Sublt
( ) 0 (g) hlS af ern on, I dO nOt
s 3 recelve

80 indicgtq
i ion from 4 1
Ve have 1y e elegations that speakers will be ready to address thi
ssi il' B} . - 18 subj
ities: the regrettable cancellation of the afte e
rnoon

Deetine.
E3 or the R
Possibility of Mr, Y '
Broup thig afternoon ash Pal's starting work with his working
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My, PAL (India): Mr. Chairman, could I request your indulgence?
We will need a little time first to get together with each other informally
before we can have a fruitful meeting. I should be very grateful if we were
not called upon to meet formally as a working group either today or LCmOTToW,. /

Afterwards, we will be ready.

The CHAIRMAN: Because delegations are not yet ready to speak, I

propose then that we use this afternoon for informal consultations. I know

that a great many delegations wish to meet informally and to discuss matters

of common interest., I would urge delegations, hovever, not to make this a

regular procedure, but to use subsequent meeting times efficiently, and, P
recalling the spirit of the appeal made to us by the Secretary of the

Committee at the outset of our meeting, to use every available minute of

our time., We have a rather lengthy and complex agenda and ve certainly do

not wish to come under pressure of time.

The meeting rose at 12,40 p.m.

=




