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STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHAIRMAN declared open the fourteenth session of the Leral

giuh-Committee of the Cormmittee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Spsce.

He announced that the draft Convention on Registration of Ohiects Launched
into Outer Space, which had been completed by the Sub-Committee nt itz thirteenth
session in May 197k, had been endorsed by the Cemmittee on the Peaceful Uses of
Quter Space in July 1974 and adopted by the Ceneral /sserbly on 12 Fovenmber 10Tk,
The Convention had been opened for sipgnature and ratification on 1L Januerr 1075
and had already been signed by France anc the United States.

He reviewed the achievements of the Sub-Committee =nd 1isted the various
legal instrurents which it had produvced. It was an impressive and encouraging
record, as the General Assembly had recognized in paragraph i of resolutinon
3234 (¥XIX). The year 1975 would be characterized by intensified international
co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space and the Sub-{ommittes would have
to make every effort to keep pace with the accelerated developments iIn that field.
Tn resolution 3234 (XXIX) the General Assembly had considered the order of
priority of the items on the agends of the Sub-Committee, and had recommended that
the same priority should be given to items 2 (Draft treaty relatine %0 the moon),
3 (Elaboration of principles governing the use by States of artificial earth
satellites for direct television breadcasting) and 4 (Lepal implications of remote
sensing of the earth from space). In azddition, the Assenmbly had recommended that
the Lepal Sub-Committee should consider, at its fourteenth session, as timre
pPermitted, matters relating to the definition and/or delimitaticn of outer space
and outer space activities, which were included in the agenda as item 5.

Le hoped that in the time that had elapsed since the thirteenth session,
delegations had copsidered the question of the draft treaty relating to the moon
and that work on that subject could be concluded a2t the current session., With

regard to item 3, despite the substantis] progress that had been made at the
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Frovious session, much remained to be done, and the same could be said of item &

T“‘l i

nrevious veir the Sub-Cormrittee had been unable, for laick of time, to
saalider ihe question of the definition and/or delimitation of outer space ang
Flbies.

pace achi the Sub-Committee therefore had before it a rather hcavy

Cerame o work.

Aot THE AGESDA (A/AC.105/C.2/L.101)

g vrovisional agenda for the fourteenth session (A/AC.105/C.2/L.101)

WS

wlonted.

n
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5

wecorded to the three items, as recommended by the General Assembly. The remainhmﬁf

o the session to the consideration of item 2, the second week to item 3, and the

fhirt week to item 4, on the understanding that the same nigh priority should be
Fine nvallable would be utilized in the light of requirements. He further
e led that Lhe Torking Croup on the Moon Treaty should be re-established under &
The viosdirmanship of the representative of Hunpary and that the YWorkine Group on

M el Broadeast Satellites should be re-established under the chairmanship of the
revresentative of India. A wvorking sroup on remote sensing should =also be
establighed.

CUEMERAL EXCHAHGE OF VIEWS

Tir, PIPEEi{[(E%ion of Soviet focialist Perublics) reviewed the snace

cetivitien earried out bv the Soviet Union in 107k,

lie mentioned inter alia the
tzunchine of the space vehicles Salvut 3 and falyvut U for further perfection of the

e

sirn, on-hoard systers and enuivment and for the nurrose of cerrvine out scientifit:

exveriments.

3 Ly,

fhe Jalyut & had just completed a successful manned flight lasting

‘he experimental projects on the moon, such as those invalving the LUﬂaga@

and Ly J3 stations, had continued, as had the activities aimed at the deV@iOPmmﬁff

. o . . . . . . . . .tioD8
4 onter dorce communications, including the launching into orbit of communicat1ol

wrtellites o Lhe U wolnya' series. Also, the network of earth stations of the

. . : . . . . . . : te
At svuten hud veen expanded with a view to improvins communications with remo

oo
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oviet Union. Joint research activities undertaken with other

parts of the 3

ocialist countries were continuing, and two new satellites of the Intercosmos
5

series nad been launched under that programme.

International relations at the present time were characterized Ly a trend

towards détente and by efforts to intensify practical co-operation. That was 1
confirmed by the results of the recent summit meetings, especially the meeting at
yladivostok between the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the

communist Party of the Soviet Union, L. I. Brezhnev, and the President of the

United States of fmerica, Gerald Ford.

The process of détente created favourable conditions for the further
development of international co-operation in the conquest of outer space.
Co-operation in space research contributed in turn to the strengthening of mutual
That

understanding between States with different political and social systems.
co-operation was basged on the princivle of the puaceful coexistence of States and
mutual respect and benefit.

He recalled that in one of the agreed drafts of a final document of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Furcrw the participants in the (Ccniuronce
had already expressed their intention to co-operate on a broad scele in space
research and the use of outer space for peaceful purposes.

In the field of space research the USSR and the United Stabes were
suceessfully collaborating. The agreement between the USSR and the United States
in May 1972 provides in particular for the rendezvous and link-up of the vehicles
Soyuz and Apollo, nreparations for which were vrogressing satisfactorily. Regular
meetings of astronauts and experts were being held for that purpose. ‘loreover,
the Soviet Union had recently carried out a special launching of a space ship -
the Soyuz 16 - in the course of which the modified systems of the Soyuz vehicle
had been tested. The importance attached to that experiment was eutirely
understandable: it signified the beginning of a new stage ol space activity, the
raising of international co-operation in the active conauest of space to a
Qualitatively higsher level.

Another example of fruitful and mutually beneficial co-operation between
States with different socizl and political systems was the joint space research

& . o
ffors being carried out by the Soviet Union and France. France was the first
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cCantly with which the Soviet Union had signed an agreement on co-operation ip
svace research. ‘That agreement was being implemented successfully.

“eferving to the draft treaty concerning the moon, he said that one of the
5t complicated questions which had arisen in connexiorn with the formulation of
‘st text hod been the guestion of the status of the moon's natural resources, Iy
+id not appear to his delegation that there were at the current stage of
revzlovment of exploration of the moon, or would be in the near future, sufficien
material prerequisites for the detailed elaboration of provisions to govern the
status of bhe moon's natural resources.

His delegation felt that those complicated guestions could be resolved
successtully in the future, when practical experience in the use of the resources ©
of celestial bodies would make it possible to formulate well-founded normative
provisions to regulate that aspect of space activity. Otherwise, there was a
dan~er that legal norms lacking any practical value might be adopted, norms that
would finve no relationship to the real tasks and trends of moon exploration and
wonld thierefore hamper rather than stimulate that activity, thus having a
reticeressive erfect.

Jor was there any justification for the recent tendency to transplant

wibomatically to space lav principles and norms from other branches of
International law. The experience of the development of international law showed l
that its varicus branches, based on generally recognized principles, retained and |
acquired thelr own specific characteristics and that they therefore emerged and 1}*
developed in their own individual way.

devertheless, motivated by the spirit of co-operation which characterized the |
vork o1 the Sub-Committee and by the desire to see work completed on the draft,

the Joviet delegalion was prepared to accept a compromise solution regarding the

matters peading.  The Sub-Committee had at its disposal everything necesgsary to
rengch final asreement on the entire draft at the current session; it had beforeit!

‘
corpramise proposals on all questions, which were acceptable to the majority of i
delesntions.  ALL that was required in order to reach a consensus was Tor each
delegation to display the necessary sense of responsibility in evaluating the
situation which existed.

With regard to the regulation of the use of artificial satellites for airect

fore
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television broadcasts, special attention should be given to the need to reach

agreement on the following principles: the purposes of direct broadcasting and

the principle of prior consent; the subjects that should be excluded from all "
proadeasts; the concept of illegal broadcasts; the settlement of questions arising
in cases of unintenticnal broadeasts to the territory of other States; co-operation
among States in arranging and carrying out direct broadcasts, and the rights and
duties of international organizations in that regard.

All the members of the Sub-Committee had sufficient information to appreciate
the importance of a speedy establizhment of principles which should govern the use
of artificial satellites and it was to be hoped that an agreement could be reached
at the current session. In that connexion, a point of interest might be the
Argentine draft agreement on activities carried out through remote sensing
satellite surveys (A/AC.105/C.2/L.73).

With regard to the remote sensing of the earth from space, that was a
technique which might be very beneficial for all countries and it was necessary to
prepare without delay the legal rules which would govern such remote sensing. In
that connexion, Le recalled that ot the preceding session a joint draft had been
officially submitted by France and the USSR entitled “"Principles governing the
activities of States in the field of remote sensing of earth resources by means of
space technology” (A/AC.105/C.2/L.99).

Tn submitting that document, the sponsors had wished primarily to demonstrate
their Firm belief that success in solving the political and legal problems of
remcte sensing would guarantee the satisfactory settlement of the organizational
and other practical problems of international co-operation in the use of space
technology fer earth resource surveys.

The sim in that regard was to ruarantee fully the interests both of States
which carried cut remote sensing activities and of States whose natural resources
misht be the subject of such activities. Precisely for that reason, the draft
broviced that remote sensing activities should be carried out on a basis of
equality and in accordance with international law, for the bhenefit of all
countries, irrespective of their degree of economic or scientific development, with
respect (or the principle of the sovereignty of States and especially the right of

necples and States to exercise permanent sovereignty over their natural resources.

/...
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The Soviet delegation expressed the hope that the Sub-Committee would consideyp
carefully at the current session the joint draft submitted by France and the Ussg,
In that context, mention should be made of the draft treaty submitted by Argentins
and Brazil, which had much in common with the draft submitted by the Soviet Uniop
and France.

In conelusion, he stated that thé Programme of Peace adopted at the
twenty-fourth Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union had promoted a
significant improvement in the international climate cnd helped to launch an era
of international détente. There was no doubt that those positive results were
reflected in the development of mutually beneficial co-operation in the important
spherc of human activity represented by the conguest of outer space. It was
quite logical that the new international situation should provide every possibility
for a more constructive approach to the solution of the varied problems involved
in different space activities. The Soviet delegation hoped that work in that area

would be organized precisely along those lines.
TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF ACADEMICIAW ANWATOLY BLAGONRAVOV

Mr. VELLODI (India) expressed hiz delegation's regret at the death of
Academician Anatoly Blagonravov, the former representative of the Soviet Union on
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space. He lauded the accomplishments
of Mr. Blagonravov and requested the delegation of the USSR to convey his
delezation’s condolences to the family of the deceased and to the Soviet

Government .

The CHATEMAN praised Mr. Blagonravov, whom he described as an outstanding
figure of the space age, a pioneer in international co-operation in space, and a
prominent member of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. He
expressed the condolences of the Legal Sub-Committee and all its members to the

delegation of the Soviet Union.

Mr. PIRADOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) expressed thanks, of
behall of his delegation, for the statements of condolence on the death of

Mr. Blagonravov.

The meeting rose at 4.15 p.m.

A/AC,105/C.2/SR. 227
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Tuesdey, 11 February 1975,

o7th meeting
2 at 10,45 a,.m,

Chairman: Mr, WYZNER {(Poland)

(ENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS (continued)

Mr., WANG {Canads) said that his delegation was particulsrly encouraged [
vy the fact that the General Assembly had adopted the Convention on Registratiocn
of Objects Leunched into Outer Space at its twenty-ninth session and that the
convention was currently open for signature. Canads expected to sign that
convention in the course of the current month and would, at the seme time, i
accede to the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and
the Return of Objects Lawnched into Outer Space, and to the Convention on
International Iisbility for Damege Caused by Space Objects. In signing the latter
Convention, Canada intended to make a declaration stating that it would recognize |
88 binding, in relation to any other State accepting the same obligation, the
decision of the Claims Commission concerning any dispute to which Canada might
It hoped that most, if not all,

States would accept and adhere to those instruments as significant steps forward

become & party under the terms of the Convention.

In the progressive development of international law relating to man's activities
in outer space.

The Sub-Committee now needed to press ahead with the other important issues
entrusted to it by the General Assewbly.
great gsignificance in the development of space law, and would require
conscientious efforts to reconcile the realities of space technology and the

Incaleuleble benefits to be derived from the full development of that technology

Those issues involved questions of

oo the need to ensure that the development took place within an orderly and

tquitable legal framework with due regard to the rights and interests of

SoVereign States.

e ;iz: regard to_th? first of the priority items on the Sub-Committee's agends,

constructi:reaty relating to the moon, %t muft be r?cognized that despite the

weceptanga z effort? of several delegations in previous years to advance
ormulations for inclusion in that treaty, significant issues of

Briney , .
®iple still awaited general agreement. His delegation believed that the

fens
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formulations already suggested had laid the groundwork for a positive consideration
of those issues at the current session, and it would participate fully in the
Sub-Committee's efforts to achieve a realistic and acceptable agreement on those
outstanding questions. N

With regard to the second priority item, the elaboration of principles
governing the use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television
broadcasting, his delegation, together with the Swedish delegation, had prepared
and circulated s working paper {document A/AC.105/C.2/L.102) which was intended to
direct the attention of the Sub-Committee to certain considerations which they
believed would be helpful in meking further progress in that area. As far as the
work programme was concerned, his delegation believed that the Sub~Committee should
proceed using the method of considering genersl statements in plenary, if and when
required, and concentrating attention on the substance of the principles in a
working group. His delegation also believed that the Sub-Committee should leave
aside for the moment the five principles discussed at the thirteenth session.
Although those principles contained a number of formuletions in square brackets
which would eventually have to be considered and reconciled, his delegation felt
that it would be difficult to proceed further with those principles until a greater
level of consensus hed been achieved on the more contentious issues which remeined
to be discussed. For that reason, his delegation wished to propose that the
Sub-Committee should focus its attention at the current session on the issues of
prior consent, participation and spill-over, with a view to drafting further
principles. His delegation would like the Sub-Committee to proceed with a first
reading of the proposals and suggestions which had been made in connexion with the
principles governing direct broadcasting by satellites.

In dealing with the third priority item, the legal implications of remote
sensing of the earth from space, his delegation would like the Sub~Committee
to exsmine the legal implications of the various organizational proposals set forth
in the recent reports submitted by the Secretary-General and of the draft
principles proposed by various delegetions, His delegation believed that the
Sub-Committee should work towards a basis for generally acceptable measures,
including both legal principles apd organizational arrangements, which would ensure

that the international community reaped the maximum benefit from that promising

[oos
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gres of technology while minimizing any potential risks that the technology might
infringe upon the economic, political and legal interests of individual States.
His delegation was in complete agreement with the suggestions made by the
(hairmen for desling with the three items of major concern, end particularly
velcomed the suggestion that the Sub~Committee should take a flexible approach to

its programme to ensure that the best use might be made of the time available.

REQUEST FOR OBSERVER STATUS

The CHATRMAN said that the European Broadcasting Union had addressed a
request to the parent body for observer status with the Legal Sub-Committee. He

invited the members of the Sub-Committee to indicate their views on the question.

Mr. PIRADOV {Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the
application by the European Broadcasting Union called for the most careful

There appeared to be no precedent for such a request and he
If the

consideration.
vondered how other non-governmentsl orgenizations would view the matter.
Sub-Committee acceded to the request, such organizations might be impelled to make
similar requests. His delegation believed that the Sub-Committee should not act
vith undue haste; in any event, his delegation would need time to reflect on the

spplication and weigh its numerous implications.

Mr., VELLODI {India) agreed that if the Sub-Committee decided to grant
cbserver status to one non-governmental organization, it would be committed to
grant similar status to other broadessting unions. He felt it would be useful if
the Sub-Committee could be given more information on the non-governmental
organizations enjoying observer ststus with the Outer Space Committee and its

Sub-Committees.

Mr. LIND (Sweden) felt that it would be appropriate for a decision on
observer status for non-governmental organizations such as the European Broadcasting
Union to be tsken before the Sub-Committee took up the items which most concerned
those organizations.

The CHATRMAN said that the Secreteriat would endeavour to comply with
In the meantime, he was able to

[ves

the request made by the Indian representative,
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inform the Committee that four orgenizations had been granted observer status
with the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites. The Legel Sub-Committee
had never granted observer status to anq non-governmental orgenization, and in thy

p1 erticles approved by the Legal Sub~-Committee vt its eleventh session, in 1972,
¢he texts of the six provisions formulated in a working group and noted by the

legal Sub-Cormittee at its twelfth session, in 1973; the text relating to natural
sense it was true that the request for observer status with the Sub-Committee was

without precedent. However, observer status granted to organizations by the Outer

Space Committee automatically applied to its subsidiary bodies.
He suggested that the Sub-Committee might wish to defer its decision on the |

granting of observer status to the European Broadeasting Union to enable it to

reflect more fully on the question, while bearing in mind the view expressed by

the Swedish representative.
It wes so decided.

resources worked out in informal consultations and considered but not agreed to
jn & working group at the twelfth session, in 1973; the report of the Chairman of
the informal Working Group; and an informal proposal relating to natural resources
submitted by the Austrian representative in the course of the discussion in the
ipformal Working Group.

A number of working papers had been submitted by delegations at the
thirteenth session. The Bulgarian delegation had submitted the text of a draft

treaty consisting of a preamble and 21 articles, based on texts formulated

by the Sub-Committee, together with certain changes and amendments (document
A/AC.105/C.2/L.93). A working paper by the United States delegation (document
A/AC.105/C.2/L.91 and Corr.1l) had proposed a rearrangement of the articles

of the dreft treaty. The delegations of BEgypt, India, Nigeria and Mongolia had

DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON (A/AC.105/133)

The CHATRMAN drew the attention of the Sub-Committee to section 1 and -
annex I of document A/AC.105/133. He recelled that at its eleventh sesgion, in
1972, the Sub-Committee had.approved the text of a preamble and 21 articles of the
draft treaty, including final clauses. Those texts, however, contained certsin _
points on which agreement had not been resched and which had therefore been place
in square brackets. The Sub-Committee had continved its work on the draft tresty
at its twelfth session, in 1973. The texts of six provisions had been formuleted
in a working group snd the Sub-Copmittee had teken note of those provisions. The
three main issues still unresolved were the scope of the treaty, the informstion’
to be furnished on missione to the moon, and the gquestion of the patural resourc
of the moon. In 1973, a text on the question of the natural resources of the
moon had been worked out in informel consultations, but no agreement had been

also submitted working papers proposing amendments to specific articles.

At the thirteenth session, egreement had not been reached on three main
outstanding issues, and efforts to complete the elaboration of the draft treaty
had been unsuccessful. However, he hoped that the subsequent consideration which
delegations had given to those issues since the last session would make it possible
to resolve them and complete the tresty.

The meeting rose at 11.25 s.m.

reached in the working group. The text had been annexed to the report of the Leg
Sub-Committee on its twelfth session.

Later in 1973, the Committee on the Pesceful Uses of Outer Space had
established an informal Working Group to endeavour to complete the elaboration of
the draft treaty. The Group had concentrated its efforts on the question of the
paturasl resources of the moon, but agreement on a text had still proved elusive.

The report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on its
sixteenth session (document A/9020) reproduced the texts of the preamble and th
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220th meeting Tuesday, 11 February 1075,
at 3.13 p.m,

At itbs current session the Suc~Committee wonld no doubt be particularly

~ jpterested in the aunching, on 30 May 1974, of the ATS-6 satellite, which was

Chairmen: *ry WYZNER (Poland) ed to conduct experiments on the transmission of television signals %0
1

design
community roceivers. Tests had already been carried oub in various parts of the

STATEMENT BY THE CHATRMANW United States and the ATS-6 satellite would later be used in the Satellite

. . . ) y e I dueted by NASA in co-operation with
The CHAIRMAN, replying to a gquestion put by the representative of India : nmtructlonal Television Experiuent {SITE) conduc ¥ 3

i i i ; i ) search O Xl I8R0). Although much remeined to be done
at the preceding meeting, said that the Committee on the Feaceful Uses of Outer - the Indian Space Research rganization (18R0) *

Space had granted observer status to two organizations, the Committee on Space it vas already clear that instructional television teehnology promissd & aumoer O

\ s 03 icati 3 1 1d rdlass of their level of
Research {(COSPAR) and the European Space Research Organization (ESRO), which peneficial applications in all parts of the world, regard

automatically had the same status in the Committee's subsidiary bodies, including | mwelonment.

I 1 for remote sensing of the sarth's environment, €X eriments had centinned in
the Legal Sub--Commitiee. hs for ’ P

i i th tries. TIn the previous month NASA had orbitad
He further informed the Committee that the World Intellectual Property the United States and many olther countrie P

3 : 2 s . . . : 1ts second experimental remote sensing satellite - land sat 2 .. from which data were
Orponization had recentlv been recofpized by the United Wations as & specimlized' :

. . - . . already being received. Investigators from 45 countries and five international
agenecy and possessed the corresponding rights ané privileges. Y & & > "

. . . . ;  0 anizati d selected t alvse those data, thus bringing to more thon
The Tnternational Astronauvtical Federation (IAT) had observer status in the™ : rg stions had been selecte O analy * g *

: s o : - 200 ¢ b t - » 52 the nuwber of countries that had
Scientific and Technical Sub-Comnmittee, and had thus also participated in the wor he nuzber of investigators - and to over 5 ¢ nwd

: . arti t i snalys £ data from Skylab and from the
of the Working Group on Remote Sensing of the Parth by Satellites. ! cipated or were participating in the analysis o 7

two NASA remote sensing satellites. As part of its activities in the field of

GENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS (con@igggg) remote seusing, NASA was planning to sponsor all Farth Resources Symposium in the

Johnson Space C 8 to 13 June 1 and a special
Mr. STOVE {United States of America) associated himself with the pace Center at Fouston, Texas, from o 13 June 1975, P

) . 1nv1tat1 %t > 2 m tee the Peaceful Uses of
expressions of sympathy on the death of Anatoly Blagonrarov, an outstanding o on was extended to the members of the Committes on th 1

. ‘ , ter Space.
representative of the Soviev Union who in 1973 had hzaded his country s delegatio P

: ‘g . . ; In his delegat t television broasdeasts via satellite
in the negotiations which had led to the first bilateral agreement between the gation’s opinion, both direct ©

to home i 3 ' 3 i g e
. . 5 . . . . . : receivers and remcte sensing of the earth's environment raised nunerous
United States and the Soviet Union concerning co~gperation in the exploration an : * g i

important questions, many of which should be considered by the Sub-Committee. With
use of ouber space for peaceful Durposes. )

regard to direct b it would 1 ot ty soresnent O
s s : . ; - . 1 roadcasts., it would be constructive +o try to reach agreswment ou
Those initial contacts hod laid the groundwork for the important co-operatlve GB, &

o R set of guiding principles. The most productive approach would be to focus

activities being conducted in that field, awong which perhaps the most widely Kn
In

init ially- o . - am 5 - _
. . : n those areas on which there seemed %o be the widest agrezment and only
was the Avpollo-Soyuz Test Froject, scheduled Tor launching within five montis-. v ’

aftErWe,rds ek » . . H - -
. . teke up more complicated and controversial nroblems which, as was knovwa,
1974 the United States had also participated, through the National Aeronantics an b T 2 3

grw?ﬁ”

centred on th i 1 v : 1 3 Lok |- 1 s
.. . . . . . e question of prior consent. Iis Aeleration nop=2a wnac the discussion
Space Administration (NASA), in @ wide renge of other joint international Pro prior €6

WQUI d_ T 1, 3wy e
. . 8 produce results in keeping with the draft principles submitted to the Working
concerning the exploration and nze of outer space. Progress had likewlse been H P alt b

G}:‘ 01 ‘-lp .

3 . on Direct Broadcast Satellites in March 197L.
in preporaticons for the Spacelsd project under an agreement botween NASA and the k3

European Space iesearch Creznization (BsT0).

fov.

frmti
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3 th Taavd P wonasts op 1o — i [+ Aa t
I e fic 1d of remote .:C.nSlﬂa 4 the Siib COmm:!L cee conld do cons truc .ive WOork
iy

5y making a thorough analysis of curren. and futurs problems. Kis delegation
. . - . s -
believed that, before identifying rroblens and trying to reach agreement, the
3 -
consequelnices of yemoute sensing should|be carefully analysed, views on the subject
Je

5k anoer 3
should be exchanged and the relevant facts should be investigated. His delegatio
LI ¥ — n

. o 4 . .
intended to participate in that worlk when the Sub-Committee took up the relevant
agenda itam.

Tog e 7 [ -. 3 ¥ k

Lactly; he felt that perheps the time had come to reach agreement on a new
it T i the & o . .
step forward in the development of international lew relating to the exploration

and use ute 3} e 5 !
of outer svace for peaceful purposes. 4 “er years of detailed debs - on

the question of E he ™ i
Q t of a treety on the moon and othe. celestial bodies, it was to be hoped

that delegations which held divergent opinions on that subject would demonstrate

their flexibility and willingness %5 compromise. His delegation was prepared %o

com X { o -~ .
o~operate in reaching an agreement on the first substantive item of the agenda

- . s . .
The CHATRMAN invited delegations which so wished to inseribe their names

on the 13 g : { N
@ .ist of speakers and expressed the hope that the general exchange of views

could be completsd by Priday, 1 February.

The meeting rose at 3.35 p.m.

oo
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209th meeting

Chairman: Mr. WYZNER (Poland)

GENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS (continued)

MEL;QEQBQE_(Belgium) associated himself with the condolences extended by
other delegations to the delegation of the Soviet Union on the death of
Academiciasn Blegonravove

He was pleased to announce that the Belgian Government, having already ratified
the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration
and Use of Outer Space, was initieting the procedure which would lead to the
ratification of the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts and of the Convention on
Internstional Liebility for Dsmege Caused by Space ObjJects, and was contemplating
becoming a signatory of the Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into
Outer Space,

Referring to the draft treaty relating to the moon, he said thet one of the
main stumbling-blocks was the question of access to and exploitation of the moon's
natural resources. Either the Sub-Committee could postpone consideration of tae
question until such time as the necessary technological and economic data becane
available - a course which his delegation could support - or it could assume the
existence of exploitable resources and proceed on that basis. His delegation, while
regarding the Austrian proposal in that connexion as the best attempt to resolve the
question so far, was also prepared to consider any new efforts to achieve a
compromise. However, prior to the esteblishment of an international régime, the
Sub-Committee might also consider the possibility of setting up a system which would
provide the internationsl community with guarentees. Such a measure would calm the
legitimate fears of some States thet they might find themselves confronted by &
fait accompli.

Referring to the guestion of direct television broadeasting by satellite, he
Pointed out that the regulations of the International Telecommunication Union (1TU)
stipulated that all available means must be used to reduce as far as possible

Spill-over into the territory of other countries, except where the countries

As the necessary technological means

feue

involved had reached an agreement beforehand.
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were‘currently being developed, it was reasonable to assume that spill-over w
be, if no? eliminated, at least drastically reduced. Furthermore, since Stat::ld
broadcasting organizations for which they, were responsible were obligated to r -
the ITU regulations, important progress could be made in that di 51 o
e in that direction a% the next
nference on frequency planning. Furthermore, regardless of the technological -
advanc?s made, & certain smount of spill-over was inevitable, a fact which was
recognized by ITU. His delegation believed that broadcasters should be afforded
complete freedom and that there should be no prior censorship of programmes.
However, such measures would not excnerate broadcasters from 2biding by the ethical
r?les or from providing compensation for any impairment of interests for which they
might be respounsible,

. In the field of remote sensing, tangible and promising results had been
aCh1?Ved at all levels. As a member of the European Space Research Orgenization
Belgium participated in and coutributed to the development of that field of ,
techn?logy.and vwas prepared to consider any system for the collection, interpretation
and ?1ssem1nation of data. However, his Government's position was based on the twin |
premises that no obstacle should be placed in the way of scientific research and
that the sovereignty of States in the utilization of data relating to their natural
resources must be respected.

‘ It was paradoxical that the Sub-Committee should be engaged in space
legislation without having as yet been able to agree on & definition of outer space
and outer space activities, However, he was convinced that there was &n unexpressed
c?ns?nsus among the members of the Sub-Committiee on that question and that any
difficulty in reaching a definition was due to the diversity of the approaches
adopted by delegations. )

the delegaf;;nK:§Szi§T:N0Y (BUléari?) said that his delegation wished to convey to
T oviet Union its condolences on the death of

Academician Blagonravov. He observed that each year scientific and technological

Progr?s? facilitated the further development of national and international space

activities for peaceful purposes. Bilateral and multilateral co-operation

contrib &
uted to détente, strengthened confidence end encouraged the development of

internati : . .
o dlonal relations in all fields. Space activities were being increasingly
irecte i . . s
towards solving major scientific and economic problems of the world.

Bulgaria i
garia, for its part, was able to participate directly in those activities
through INTERCCSMOS.

fooe
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The results of the current gsession would undoubtedly confirm the Sub-Committee'’s

glready established reputation. His delegation fully agreed with the inclusion in

the sub-Committee's eagenda of the three jtems recommended in paragraph 6 of General

Assembly resolution 3234 (xx1X).

It was regrettable that the Sub-Committee had been unsble at the previous
gession to conclude its work on the draft treaty relating to the moon. With regard
to the mein stumbling-block - the gquestion of the legal status of the n
resources of the moon - his delegation had taken the view that the adopt
pecessary and useful treaty should not be Jeopardized by & mere divergence of views

on one issue. His delegation continued to consider that the elaboration of & draft
the current session

atural

jon of &

treaty relating to the moon was a matter of high priority for
could be concluded within & short time. His

and, given a more flexible approach,
end

delegation was reedy to assist in schieving that aim in .a spirit of goodwill
co-operation.
His delegation had repeatedly stressed that

artificial satellites for direct television broadcasting was one of the most
Unfortunately, only the first steps

the question of the use of

pressing problems of contemporary space law,

had been teken at the previous session. Nevertheless, the various proposals made
might assist in bringing together the divergent points of view.

Tn his delegation's view, the basic principles t0 be included in an a
or consent, programme content

greement

on a legal régime - such as State responsibility, »ri
and radiation of a territory - presupposed & high degree of responsibility and
co-operation on the part of States in the application and orgenization of direct
That sccounted for the international significance of

table agreement thet would serve the purposes of peace,
and would

television broadcasting.
elaborating & generally accep

security, co-operation and the strengthening of confidence among peoples,

ensure that one of man's greatest scientific and technological achievements did not

become a source of friction.

The necessary prerequigites also existed for constructive work on the legel

implications of remote sensing. There was no lack either of general ideas or of
conerete proposals that might constitute the working basis for the preparation of a

generally acceptable document on that question.

/oo
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Mr, VELLODI (India) said that, as far as the draft treaty relating to th

| ”ﬂhe question of the legal implications of remote sensing of the earth from
moon was concerned, the most important question still %o be resolved was that of

. :-;.ce was one of great urgency, since the technology of remote sensing was already
-_:i:y advanced. Remote sensing could contribute very significantly to national
deve]_opment particularly for the developing countries. However, the technology
vaa ‘guch that activities could not be confined within national fromtiers. Clearly,
evexry effort should be made to prevent a country engaged in remote sensing
a.ctwltles from misusing the information collected, to the detriment of another

At the same time, the legal framework established should not contain so

the moon's natural resources. That was an ares beyond the limits of national
Jurisdiction and one in which mankind 35 a whole had & common interest. Tt was o
Just and equitable that the exploitation of the moon's resources should be
undertaken only in accordance with an internationsl régime established with the
participation of all States. His delegation obviously could not sanction the uge

of the techuological superiority of some States to establish exclusive claims to .
ca;un_ Y.
mam' restraints as to meke it impossible to embark on remote sensing activities at

“the national, international, multilateral or bilateral levels. Several countries
already had earth stations and many others were plamning to construct them.

.. Consideration was even being given to setting up global and regional date centres
vith or without earth stations. The Sub-Committee should bear all those practical
;:eﬁiéidera.tions in mind in considering the establishment of sn adequate legal

._ ﬁéinework within which remote sensing activities could be conducted.

given areas or resources which were the common heritage of mankind. His delegatid
was not opposed to scientific research and development efforts in respect of the
moon's resources, and was in fact gratified that the Governments of the United
States and the Soviet Union had permitted Indiam scientists to participate in
research on lunar rock samples. If the existing provisions relating to scientific
research and development were felt to be inadequate, his delegation was prepared |
to consider suggestions for improvements provided that they were bagsed on the

premise that the resources of the moon were the common ‘heritage of mankind. .
The CHAIRMAN said that he was sure that the Secretariat would take note

of the request made by the representative of India. The updating of the document
in question would require séme time, but it was hoped that it would be ready
be_fore the Working Group on Direct Broadecast Satellites began its work.

Direct television broadcasting was a field in which technology was developing

at a rapid pace, Although the experiment which his Government proposed to conduct
during 1975 and 1976 with the assistance of the United States concerned exclusively
direct reception by community receivers snd rediffusion through urban transmitting

stations and limited rebrosdecast facilities, the day was not far off when televisi Mr, KIETWPETER {German Democratic Republic) joined with other delegations

in exPressa.ng his condolences to the delegation of the Soviet Union on the death
0f Academician Blagonravov., He thanked the Soviet Union and the United States for

broadcasts from satellites would be picked up by very slightly auvgmented home
receivers. The Sub-Committee should therefore give careful consideration to the

legal issues involved before it was overtaken by events. ‘the efforts they had made in 1974 towards the peaceful exploration and use of

As the Chairman of the Working Group on Direct Brosdecast Satellites, he would outer space, and congratulated the Soviet Union on the success of the recent
take into account all suggestions made by' delegations with regard to the way in 'ﬂh_ffé

the Working Croup might proceed. He recalled that in March 1974, the Working Group

Salyut mission. His delegation noted with appreciation the drawing up of the
Convention on the Registration of Objects Launched into Cuter Space. That
Couvention was undoubtedly an important step towards the codification of the norms
°f the law of outer space.

Me of the priority tasks in connexion with the draft treaty relating to the

had been helped in its consideration of the question by a broadsheet prepared by
the Secretariat setting out under different subject headings the various provisions
contained in the proposals presented by Canada and Sweden, the Soviet Union end tB
United States. Since that time, Argentina too had submitted proposals. ﬁoon ¥as to determine the legal status of the moon and its resources. In that
Consequently, he requested the Secretariat to update the document in question by °°meh°n his delegation welcomed and supported the initiative taken on

: micleﬂ X ang X bis of the draft treaty relating to the moon. That compromise
/- L g

incorporating in it the provisions contained in the Argentinian proposal.

IRe
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proposal would help to speed up the finalization of the draft treaty, as recommendeg

irman: Mr. WYZNER (Poland)
in Ceneral Assembly resolution 3234 (XXIX). He believed, however, that it was toq Chalrmen

early to draw up en international legal régime including appropriate rules governing
the exploration and exploitation of the moon's resources. That question, which vas’

ORGANIZATION OF WORK
an importasnt one in international law, should be considered when the exploitation of

The CHAIRMAN announced that, Pollowing consultetions, it would be
possible to proceed to the appointment of the Cheirman of the Working Group on
He had been informed that the candidature of My, Abdel-Ghani,

those resources became economically significant.

His delegation considered that all States, without any discrimination, had the
Remote Sensing. .
head of the Egyptian delegation, had been put forward for that office. If he heard

no objection, he would take it that the Sub-Committee wished him to be appointed.

right to use artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting on the *
basis of strict respect for the sovereignty of States, in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 2916 (XXVII). The content of:direct television broadecasts from-

satellites should be such as to foster co-operation among States by reising It was so decided.

educational levels in underdeveloped areas of the world, by increasing scientific The CHATRMAN suggested, with regard to-the programme of work, that since

Mr. Vellodi, the Chairman of the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Setellites,

and technical knowledge and by disseminating cultural programmes of a humanistic
neture. {ihere programes proadeast in one State could also be xeceived In the would be absent from Hesdquarters during the second week of the current session,
territory of another State, the States concerned should conclude a bilateral the Sub_Comnittee might wish to transpose consideration of agenda items 3 ond b,
on the understanding that the number of days available for considerstion of item Y

would not be affected by the fact that the second week consisted of only four

agreement prior to such broadcasting. Such agreements should determine the content:
end scope of the broadcasts concerned, as well as the frequencies to be allocated

for that purpose by the International Telecommunication Union. vorking days. Accordingly, if his suggestion was acceptable, item 4 would be

taken up on Puesday, 18 February, and item 3 on Tuesday, 25 February, it being
understood that, as already agreed, some degree of flexibility in the time-table

As far as the legel implications of remote sensing of the earth from space
were concerned, hisg delegation believed that all States, without any discrimination,

the i ; i i ected
had the right to engage in remote sensing of the earth, provided that they resp would be maintained.

) . . . . . &
the generally recognized principles of international lew such as the permanen It was so decided.

sovereignty of States over their natural resources, In that connexion, his

i in the case of direct broadcast
delegation welcomed the drafts submitted by the Soviet Union and France in document. Mr, VELLODI (India) suggested that, as in

Batellit t i :#ht be requested to prepare s comparstive table of
A/AC.105/C.2/1,.99 and by Argentine and Brezil in document A/C.1/1047, es, the Secretariat mig q ?

the proposals before the Sub-Committee ori the question of remote sensing, in order

) to assist the members of the Working Group on Remote Sensing in théir study of the
The meeting rose at 11.35 a.m.

item before it was taken up the following week.

Mr. STOWE (United States of America) took the view that it would be
Premeture to prepare such a table at the current stage, since a number of igsues
‘oncerning remote sensing had not yet been considered. In the consideration of

drect broadeast satellites, some time hed elapsed before it had been possible

/ens
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to prepare a comperative table of issues and proposals; in the case of yemote

sensing, that stage had not yet been reached.

The CHAIRMAN accordingly suggeghted that the matter should be left{ open

for Working Group III to decide at a later stage.

It was so decided,

GENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS (continuved)

Mr. CHAHID-NQURAT (France) said that new develomments in space activities

during 1974 fully jJjustified the interest attaching to further progress in the
elaboration of a boly of space law which took account of the interests of all,
and particularly the developing countries.,

At the scientific level, some important events had occurred during the
past year. His delegation wished to congratulate the two major space Powers on
the success of their ventures, particularly Pioneer 10, the‘ATS*6 satellite, and

the recent success of Soyuz 17 and Salyut 4. France, for its part, was

methodically pursuing its space activities: a few days earlier, it had successful

leunched the Starlette satellite from a Diamant BPhK launcher; while one month
earlier the launching of the Symphonie telecommunications satellite jointly with

the Federal Republic of Germany had testified to France's co-operation with other

countries. Useful results continued to be achieved within the framework of France

bileteral co-operative activities with the Soviet Uunion, the United States and
other countries of Eurcvpe. France intended to pursue such co-operation and
wished to extend it to other countries.

The rapid development of technology was a serious reason for accelerating
the elaboration of a body of space law ds éomplete and equitable as possible.
Space law should not be overtaken by space technology at a time when the latter
was sufficiently advanced for its results and implications to be seen clearly.
Furthermore, if a body of applicable and applied positive law was to be developed
within a short period, there was & need for a pragmatic, progressive approach

characterized by a constant desire to compromise.

feoos
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..The draft treaty relating to the moon constituted one field in which such a

| omise could be epplied. Vith regard to the three main points of contention -

com -
”féﬁicularly the essential one concerning the naturel resources of the moon

p
nis & . . : to take account
150 hoped that, during the current session, it would be possible to Bake 8¢

elegation hoped that the positions adopted most recently were not final. Tt

fofihe concessions already made with regerd to the conference entrusted with the

.1ﬁsk of applying certain provisions of the tresty. His delegation supported in
;Ef{nciple a text similar to those which it had already endorsed, and would welcome
Hmﬁ-improvements thet would facilitate e final settlement of the issue. .

: With regard to direct television broadcasting by satellite, his delegation
fhad always considered the question to be one of grest importance and high
_priority. The law in that field must not be overtaken by technology if

- considerable drawbacks were to be avoided. He therefore wished to thank Canade and

.-Sweden for their joint working paper {A/AC.105/C.2/L.102), which provided some

useful clarifications. His delegation also felt that, before new principles were
' considered , it would be prudent to eliminate the large number of sguare trackets
:.from the text drafted at the previous session in order to achieve a treaty which

' orgenized freedom rather than permitted licence,
| Tn the case of remote sensing of earth resources, too, there was a need for the

1° had put forward jointly with the USSR some precise proposals in such a form. It was.
however, aware of the many qualities of the draft treaty proposed by Argentina
and Brazil, although that text did not perhaps take sufficient secount of the
difficulty of reaching a consensus on certain points and there was 2 danger that,
by seeking to avoid the intermediste stage of formulating principles, it would take
longer to achieve concrete results.

In conclusion, his delegation wished to stress once again the importance of
the definition and/or delimitation of outer space. Attention had been drawn at the
Previous meeting to the ambiguity characterizing space law in the absence of a
clearly defined consensus on that point. Apart from the desire of jurists to avoid
tlaborating legislation whose sphere of application had not been defined, there was
tbove 811 & serious danger in so far as there was an increase in experiments

Involving both air and space law, characterized by widely differing legel rules.

[one

formilation of certain basic principles. That was why, at the previous session, France
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Mr. LUKASIK (Poland) said he wished to Join previous speekers in payin
tribute to the memory of Academician Blagonravov, and to express his delegation's
sincere condolences to the delegation of the Soviet Union.

Poland observed with great satisfaé%ion the important events of the past yea
in the field of space activities. The two leading spece Powers had been
implementing their 1972 Agreement concerning Co~operation in the Exploration and
Use of OQuter Spece for peaceful purposes. The successful completion of their
joint Apollo-Soyuz prcgramme would prove once again that, despite ideoclogical,
social end economic differences, fruitful scientific and technical co-operation
possible, and indeed necessary in order to promote mutual understanding.

His country was grateful to the Soviet Union for the creation of favourable
conditions enabling all socislist countries to participate actively in some very
important space projects and to receive scientific information on space activitie
His Government was considering the possibility of utilizing, for national purposes
date received from the United States ERTS-IT satellite. .

His delegation was confident that the spirit of co-operation that had
characterized the Sub-Committee's work in the past would also prevail at the
current session, VWith regard to the draft treaty relating to the moon, his
delegation shared the view that the most promising solution of the problem of the:
legal status of the natural resources of the moon was to be found in the draft
treaty submitted by the Soviet Union. Its basic position was that the draft
treaty should not include a provision concerning the régime for the use and
exploitation of the moon's natural resources, and that the possibility of preparing;
at a subsequent stage, & special internestional agreement on the natural resources
of the moon should be kept open. However, his delegation was ready to accept any
compromise solution ensbling the Sub-Committee to overcome the current
difficulties.

Consequently, the paper containing such a compromise solution whic
had been submitted to the Working Group deserved particular attention.

As to the question of the elaboration of vprinciples governing the use by
States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broedcesting, his
delegation likewise took the view that, in the light of the current stage of
technology, the codification of those principles represented an exceptionally
important task. An international legal instrument elaborated by the Sub—Committee'

should place direct television broadcasting from artificial satellites in the

foon
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fvice of mankind in such a menner as %o contribute to peaceful co-operation
gmms gtates. His delegation therefore considered that direct television
oadcasting from artificial satellites should be subject to the prior consent
of'the receiving State. Failure to secure prior consent would congtitute both a
viola:blon of the receiving State's sovereignty and interference in its internal
;ffa1rs. States concerned should therefore have the right to undertake such
actlon as they deemed necessary in order to prevent illegal transmissions, In
hlé delegation's view, a number of proposals already submitted to the Working

Group would enable it to find a solution acceptable to all States and to prepare

‘s draft treaty very soon. Both the Soviet and the Argentine proposals could

gerve as a proper basis for deliberations.

. As to the question of remote sensing, his delegation toock the view that it
wgg.one of the Sub-Committee's most urgent tasks. A binding Juridicsl framework
for such spece activities must be elaborated as soon as possible, since remote
gensing was already a technological reality with far-reaching economic
implications. International regulations concerning remote sensing shouwld be
based on the principle of respect for the sovereignty of all Stetes and their
rights to their resources. Those regulations should not limit in any way the
rights of States capable of carrying out such survey activities. Several useful
proposals and suggestions had been submitted, inecluding particularly those

contained in the working paper submitted jointly by Frence and the Soviet Union.

Mr. LIND {Sweden) said that the Sub-Committee's previous session had been
very useful and comstructive. His delegation looked forward to continuing such
Progress during the current session, and therefore welcomed the fact that the
aZenda had been restricted to three priority items. The programme of work agreed
upon for the current session seemed to be a useful one, particularly if the
degree of flexibility called for was kept in mind et all times. He welcomed the
decision to transpose items 3 and 4, in order to ensure Mr. Vellodi's presence
during the entire consideration of item 3.

With regard to the draft treaty relating to the moon, his delegation hoped
thet the latest formulations placed before the Sub-Committee would facilitate the
Solution of the questions that remained outstanding. His delegation, for its
bart, felt that & provision concerning the natural resources of the moon should

be unambiguous and should balance the interests of the world community and the

P
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rights of the space Powers in regard to their research activities. TFurthermore.

a treaty relating to the moon should cover all celestial bodies.
With regard to direct television b}oadcasting by satellites, his delegati
took & strong interest in reaching generally agreed principles governing such

activities. It was encouraged by the initial drafting work carried out at the

previous session, and agreed with the view taken by the Canadian delegation that

encouraging progress could continue to be made at the current session.

His delegation associated itself fully with the suggestion that the work
current session should be directed towards some of the more contentious and diff
but also more important, principles that should be included in an agreed set o
principles governing direct television broadecssting by satellites. The workin
paper submitted by the Canadian and Swedish delegations (A/AC,105/C.2/L.102) wo
‘be introduced in more detail when the item was tsken up.

His delegetion also looked forward to a constructive exchenge of views on
guestion of remote sensing, which should be discussed in the greatest detail. -
Since remote sensing was a very complicated activity, it was essential to take
account of various considerations that would have to apply to the different
phases, such as the sensing, data acguisition and dats distribution phases.
The discussion was, however, still at an early stage. The usefulness of a debs
on the legal implications of remote sensing should be seen against the backgro'
of the work being carried out in.other bodies: +the final outcome of the combig
efforts of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and its subsidiary
bodies should be a Judicious blend of action in both the organizational and th
legal fields. Only then would it be possible to secure for mankind as & whol ’
and particularly for the developing countries, the very significant benefits fh
remote sensing could offer, and to take account of concerns with regard to stat

sovereignty in the interest of all States.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the general exchange of views should be

concluded by the morning of Tuesday, 18 February at the latest.

It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 11.35 a.m,
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Chairman: IMr, VYZF'FR (Poland)

GENERAL EXCEANGE OF VIEWS (continued)

Mr. cocch (Argentina) said that his delegation wished te pay tribute to the
mory of Academician Blagonravov, an outstanding man of science, and one of the
under members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space.

:_Turning to the Sub-Committee's work programme, he said that the fact that four
ful conventions on such new issues had teen concluded in so short a time was

ﬁnd for considerable satisfaction. Although the Convention on Registration of
spts Launched into Outer Space had been mpened for signature recently, a number
“ates, including Italy, had proved that the provisions concerning information on
launchings could be complied with fully. The Sub-Committee was now in a

tion te conclude, or make substantial progress on, other international

struments in accordanee with the terms of reference given to it in General

.mbly resolution 323k (XXIX).

+ A number of delegations had already stressed that 1975 would be a vear of
rnational co-operation in space activities. His delegation had consistently
rted the concept of international co-operation and therefore welcomed the
heoming Apollo-Soyuz mission to be undertaken jointly by the United States of
ica and the Soviet Union as a striking example of international co-orveration.
Argentine wes following with keen interest the work relating to the draft

ihty on the moon, for it had been the first nation to raise the question of the
:al status of the natural resources of the moon in 1970 in a draft international
"§ntion. It had also submitted amendments to a number of articles in the drarft
ty relating to the meon as well as a working paper on the legal principle of
"eommon heritage of all mankind". Of the three main unresolved issues, namely
8cope of the treaty, the nature and content of the information to be furnished

ssi P .
8lons to the moon and the legal régime governing the natural resources of ths

on . . . .o
» The latter was of such importance that many delegations believed that if 1t

foee
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was not resolved, there would be ne point in concluding a separate instrument on
the moon. In the view of his delegation, the recognition in an international
instrument of the principle of the cammon heritage of all mankind would be most
timely, for it was generally acknowledged that that legal status was appropriate ang
had slready been established in the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Expleration and Use of Outer Space, although the latter instrument
4id not specifically mention natural rescurces. The document submitted unofficislly
by the Soviet Unien at the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly and
discussed in Working Group I of the Sub-Committee was an excellent piece of work.
However, his delegation believed that it provided a basis Ffor a new spproach to the
preblem rather than the final stage of a compromise solution. The cempetent
suthorities of his country had studied the draft treaty relating to the moon very
carefully and had transmitted detailed instructiens on it to his delegation, Some
of them related to improvements in the text with a view to bringing it into line
with the progress achieved in codified space law and new achievements and new
developments in applicable technology.

Argentina had also given considerable attention to the question of the use of
satellites for direct television broadcasting and had submitted, inter alia,
a draft international convention on direct broadcasting by sateliite
(document A/AC.105/134). His delegation wished to stress that direct television
broadeasting using community receivers had been thoroughly tested and had yielded
excellent results and that 2 number of electronics companies bad produced and placed
on sale new receivers designed for direct television broadcasting. Priority
attention should be given to the questions of clandestine direct broadecasting, the
legitimate reaction to inadmissible broadcasts, and the possibility that broadcasts
affecting the legitimate interests of States could take place with impunity,
because they entailed no international State responsibility. In that connexion,
it was necessary to bear in mind the prineiple that broadcasts should be made from
the territory of a State or a place subject to the jurisdiction of a State. In

Argentina, the issue had been studied in depth not only in governmental organs and

[ore
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specific State agencics like the Hationsd Commission fer Space Hesearch out alio in

he . s . . PR - -~
the universities. Tor instancs, in 1973 the Wational Uriverzity ef Cérdoba had

organized a seminar to study the gquestion and to analyse the international draft
convention submitted by Argentina in 1974,

mis delegation haG been pleased to join with the delegatisn of Brazil in
elasborating a draft treaty on the remote sensing of natural resources hy means of
space technology ~ draft besic articles, which had Yeen subritted to the CMenercl
Assembly at its twenty-ninth session { document A/C.l/thT). The draft Lv no mneans
exhausted the theme, but was a reasonably clear statement of the general princinles
whieh in the view of both delegations should be embodied in an international

instrument.

His delegation wished to stress that the very considerable advances in remobes
sensing techniques made since the time the questien was Tirst raised in the Unit=d
Nations had not, thus far, been accompanied by similar progress in the legal aspects
of remobe sensing. The Sub-Committeef which had anticipated many events and
policies, could not now disregard a legal problem which affected all States, nor

could it content itself with academic discussianz. BSuch debates had already taken

place in a number of international forums end a number of principles had already

been drawn up. For example, the Theroamerican Institute of Aeronautic and Space

Law had stated in 1073 that the activities of States in connexion with the remote
sensing of the natural resources of the ~arth from outer space could oot take place
with complete freedom, since they were regulated by the principles and norms
contained in the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of Btates in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space and other international instruments.
Consequently, any activity contrary to those prineiples and norms constituted o

violation of international law. Another principle formulated in that Institute

stated that, in accordance with such principles and norms, competence te regulate
the remote sensing of natural resources for the hepefit of mankind devolved unoa
the international community. The Institute had expressed the view that a speciiie
multilateral agreement on those activities, open to all States, should be concluded
without delay. Theught should also bve given to a principle formulated by Jjurists
meeting in 1973 at La Rébida, Spain, that States snould not refuse erbitrarily io
allov the remote sensing of the natural resources existing in areas subject wo

their sovereignty when their refusal would be contrarv te the needs of mankindg.

fooe
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Pinally, with resard to the definition and/or delimitation of outer space an
outer space activities, his delegation continued to believe that the decision peg
Jith sovereipn States, and that the definition and/or delimitation should be bage

3
not on = physical criterion but on o political and legal one.

TOPEZ-BASSOLS (Mexico) said his delegation believed that the main

chetacle tn the conclusion of a draft treaty relating to the moon could he remoye
if delegations showed sufficient flexibility and a spirit of conciliation. Hisg
deleprtion epnreciated that the main purpose of the treaty was to prevent any
claims oF sovereigaty or ownership being made with regard to the natural
resources of the moon and the other celestial bodies; it maintained that th.v wer
the common heritase of mankind and that, accordingly, all countries should
participate in their exploitation and the benefits to be deprived from then,
particwlarly the developing countries. For that reason, his delegation believe
it essential that that princinle should be embodied in the treaty, and vas
encouraged by recent proposals in the Sub-Committee.

With respect to the principlies which should regulate the use by States of
artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting, his delegation
hoped that the Werking Croup would be able to remove the greater part of the
square breckets which appearsd in the document drawn up in 1974 and to reach
agreement on a number of guiding principles. His delegation believed that ther
was an urgent need for an international instrument based on the general
prohibition of broadecasting without the prior consent of the State directly
concerned. The free circulation of information was a generally recognized
principlsz, but it could br nevbralized by the principle, fundamental in
international law, of State sovereignty. As far as the principle of

veeponsibility was concerned, his delegabion believed that States should be

obliged to enact laws to prevent private individuals or companies from engaging:
in activities from which the States themselves had undertaken to refrain.
furning to the legal implications of remote sensing of the earth from spacé
he sajd that Mexico considered that the principles to be agreed should be
incorporated in o binding international agreement or treaty. For that reason,

was atbtracted by the draft submitied by the delegations of Argentina and,Brazll

/-
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Hr. TRY Yapesuela) congratiulabed the countries widicr bid made new
i - . - . . . > -y 1’}‘.‘-‘ sl sar
: i the d@velopment of space sciznes ond ryese2arch duriangs th . )
tiocns Lo the de T I8
contrlbu
spiculariy the United Stetes and the Soviet Unlon.
78 12ri; - N
yig delegabtion +ached zn equal ézgree of importance to the throe
1 it
e . e by b
bstantive items on +the Sub-Cormittee ‘s agenda. Since, however, ai pqual roie of
subsv -
Tree

i Ad : items tention should
progress had not been achieved regarding all three 1tems, attent

i 5 ) ) id 4t spsily be
concentrated on the item councerning which concrete results couid moOLv idy

achieved in the short term; that did not mean, of course, +hat the congideration »F

the other items should be neglected.
With regard to the Araft treaty releting to the moon, the projress achisved
YT = Twear
thus far was highly satisfactory, a considerable decree of consensut hoving bean

7 T SR ) e
reached. fHowever, three inportant issues remained unresolved. With o re ;rd to o

nela shared t the i

first of those issues, namely the scope of the treaty, Ven
that it should be extended to other celestial bodies. FSmecific ag
governing the status of those bodiee could be concluded when scisntific
so justified, and when the need to establish a special lesgal régime became clunT

As to the second issue - information to bz Fumished on wissions Lo the moon
his delegetion considered that such information should be supplied in advanca. As
had already been stated in the onb-Compithes. one of the purposes of thah
stipulation was to enable measurss to be tufien Ho vravent the disruphion o
contamination of the lunar environment. If information was sunplied only
subsequently, it would be impossible to taks preentive neasures.

Vi“h regard to the third main unresolved jssue - that of tke lepal stabus of

the nstural resources of the moon -- Venezuela shared the view that the treatby

shoul.d expressly state that the natural resources of the roon were +the commos
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heritape of mankind, thereby ensuring an equitable distribution o

deriving from the ervloitation of those resources for the henetil

international commmity. in accordance with an internationally

took special account of the interests and nesds of the develonins countries.

His delegation tvusted that, given the necessary goodwili, it would te
d * RETE R T T T
POssibla during the current session to arrive at a generslly accertalble fext. n

that conne ne to note that recent mroposals remrecented a
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Xion. it war nle

st 3 . .
€D 1n that direction.
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York concerning direct television broadcasting by satellites was less
advanced. Some measure of consensus had been reached with regard to some of the .
Principles to be incorporated in the. relevent instrument, but many voints
remzined to be elucidated, because tﬁey had not received the necessary
acezptance or had net been sufficiently discussed. Such brosdeasts
vere currently ploying a very important role snd offered extensive
possibilibies for the discemination of eculture and the promotion of
friendly relations, mrutual understanding and co-operation emong all countries.
The main problem was that of striking an appropriate balance between the
sovereign rights of States and the principle of freedom of information. Bosh
aspects of the question were of equal importance and value, and both should bhe
borne in mind in any solution found. His delegation felt sure that new progress
would be made during the current session.

The more concrete question of remote sensing was of particular importance i
the current year. Activities in that field were progressing repidly and were of
interest to all States, since they provided practical results which could be
applied immediately. For the developing coumtries, it was a fundamental issue,
since such activities could contribute to a more rational and effective utilizdﬁ@
of their nstural resources. The issue was also of the utmost interest to mankiﬂ¢
28 8 whole; since remote sensing could assist in alleviating shortages by means of
the better exploitation of known resources and the discovery of new resources.
In that field, it was both necessary and posgsible to establish international
regulations which would define the duties and rights of States and, without
impeding the development of remote sensing, ensure for all States the full
participation in the benefits derived from it.

His delegation was pleased to note that the most significent impulse to the
work on that question had come from two Letin American delegations, namely those
Argentina and Brazil, which had submitted nseful draft articles and had now

presented a structured text that could serve as the point of departure for the
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slgboration of a final text. His delegation warmly supported their initiative, and
requested that his country be included as a sponsor of the drafi Hreaty on remote
gensing of natural resources by means of space technology (A/C.1/1ChT) submitted
ty Argentina and Brazil. His delegation hoped that the Working Group on Remote
gensing would be able to devote the necessary time and attention to the item in
order to make as much progress as possible in drafting a final text.

In conclusion, he informed the Sub-Committee that., from 2% February, a
multinational symposium on aerospace scisnces would be held in Valencia, Venezuelsa,
under the auspices of the University of Carabobo and the Venezuelan Society for
Aeronautics and Space Law, particular stress being placed on the legal problems
arising from co-operation in that field. He wished to thank the Chief of the
United Mations Outer Space Affairs Division for his inaugural message addressed to

the organizing authorities.

Mr. ABDEL-CHAWI (Egypt) expressed his condolences to the Soviet

delegation, and through it to the members of the Space Organization of the Soviet
Acadeny of Sciences, on the death of Academician Blagonrovov, to whom the United
Nations owed so much.

His delegation welcomed the new commromise working paper submitted by the
Soviet Union concerning the legal status of the surface and subsurface of the
Moon and the natural resources thereof which took into considerstion the views
eXpressed by certain other delegations, parkicularly those of Austria and Bulgaria.
Uevertheless, nis delegation wished that the new formulation had taken into L
Account the views expressed by the delegations of India, Nigeria and Egypt; such a ‘
Compromise was still possible, and would enable the Sub--Committee to complete the
drafting of the treaty relating to the moon within a short space of time, perhaps
during the current session.

The main point of difference hetween the Soviet propesal and the views of the
Other three countries concerned the question of whether the natural resources of
the moon Were the common heritage of mankind. Since the Sub-Committee had
Commenceq consideration of the item, efforts had been made to close the gap o

*
veg . . . A , .
veen the two opposing viewpoints. In his view, however, the question was when

[
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and vhere those resourcss could become - not only ip principle but also in
oractice - the comron heritage of mankind. As to the reference in orticle 1o of
“he rew Uoviet provosal to the comion heritage vrineiple, his delegation took the

view that it should te mede explicit and unconditional.

hir delegntion’s formel position was that which it had taken together with
[ndva and Higeria in vorking paver A/AC.175/C.2/L.97. He vished, however, to put
forvard an informal compromise suggestion. 4 deadline should be agreed Tor the
vvhablishuent, of the internaticasl régime governing the exploitation of the
rotrenl resources of the moon. Accordingly., the Soviet delegation should change
the strvetvre of article 10 of its proposal in order to make it imperative to

convene an international conference for the establishment of the régime within a

specific period of tiwe, and to provide that the adhersnce of a State to the treaty

L an obligation on its »art to accept and attend that conference.
Turthermore, parssraph & of article 10 should be slightly amended: the promise of!
the crace Powers to nrovide information oan the natural resources of the moon was
netoencugh: the internationrl sclentific cormunity and the international
orpanizations concerne? should be involved in a practical wov in recovering and
investi zating whatever resources were brougttt back to earth. While his informal

susgest’ o im},‘lied the postponement of the estehlishment of the international
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by egtablishment of the 1~égime imperative, unconditional :nd automatic, and would
ensure thot States athering to the treaty participated in the confersnce.

S,

Tringg b the gquestion of direct broadeast satellites., he commentzd on

-3
o

TWO 180ueS which reflected fundamental differences of approach. namely the

BLEETLLCN Marbs of Stabas and the free flow of infoimation. T ceneroel, his

Jors
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delegation shared the view expressed by Canads and Sweden in their most recent
sorking paper (A/AC.105/C. 2/0.2.02) that the sovereign righis States and the
free flow of information were not incompatible. The reesons which they gave
appeared to be convincing; in warticular, his delegation asreed that the concept
of prior cousent should also impily that the consenting State had the right of
narthlPatlon with regard to the content of programmes desipned for recepbion in

its territory, in whole or in part. But the crux of the problem was the need to

reach agreement on an acceptable definition of the word "information”. Presmaebly,

all were agreed that activities in the field of direct television broadcasting

would be bazsed on international co-overation. he word “information” should

accordingly be wnderstocd tc mean informetion considered mutually beneficial by hoth

broadcasting and receiving States. It might be difficult to formulate a general
rule by which a1l Shtates agreed which kind of informetion was beneficial, since it
depended on the socizl, cultural, moral and other values of pecples and States;
nevertheless, as stated in the working paper submitted by Uanada and Sweden, tnere
would appesr to be strong incentives on the part of all States concerned to vork
out co-operative arrangements in the mubual interest of both the technologically

edvanced Stztes and the obther States which would sgtand Ho henefit from the orderly

development of the technology. However, that ¢id not mean that, as indicated in the

Canadian and Swedish paper, there would be no need for rules governiug programne

content. His delegation thought that such a decision was beyond the Sub-Committee’s

terms of reference: that political problem should be tackled either in the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of OQuter RApace or in the General #ssewnly. The
work of 17y greatly contributed to efforts aimed at solving differences of
opinion in that field. His delegetion had noted the progress made in the
legislative instruments of ITU in order to enbance advances in imternational
telecommunics.‘hions in that regard, and lockted forward to receiving more
infol'ma'bion on the ITY Werid Administrative Radio Conference for the Plamning of

t " . . . . : "
he Broadeusting-=tellite Bervice to be held not later than fpril 1977

R
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. . . . : =) ropesals or views put forwerd in the Jommitte he
dis delegation believed that the most urzent question on the Sub-Committe as other prox = @ in the Committee on the Peaceful Uses

i 2 4 & - P-.- e t i o i { — 1 e 1 i Llas
agenda was that concerning the legal implications of remote sensing. That vie outer Space and the First Committes, would help in considering the question

. \ R . . : ally important was to give the guastion ti rgent an est
was probably shared by all other developing countries whose national resources. was really 1T g @ e urgent and earn

. c e e . oo ¥ : ) that it deserved.
sensed, with or without their censent, Wis CGovernment had recently become deep 1§erat10n

interested in the use of remote sensing for preparing detailed geological maps Mr. LINDENBERG SETTE (Brazil) extended the condolences of his delegation

he délegation of the Soviet Union on the death of Academician Flagomravov.

surveying agricultural land. In September 1974, Egypt had served as host to g

united Hations/FAO seminar concerned with remote sensing. Attended by at leas "He said that, while all space anplications and activities were of concern to

35 countries from Africa and the Arab region, the seminar had been very success nd a5 a whole and their development should he stimulated, in view of the great

and the presentation of the Egyptian experiment in that field had been highly fits to be derived, space technology was still the preserve of a few Member

apnreciated. es. A balance should therefore be struck between safeguarding the interests,

Remote sensing activities were already taking place in a number of develop ts and needs of those States which did not have all the technological means

countrics, and in some of them, such as Brazil, the work was of a scope vhich gsary for full participation in space activities and encouraging those which

Egypt wished to match in the very near future. Their involvement in remote been pioneers in the exploration of outer space and the utilization of space

sensing made the consideration of its legal implications the most important an po.ications. GSpace technology, because of its global character, had an enormous

urgent item on the Sub-Committee's agenda. in the ecoﬁbmic, politicol and juridical spheres. A set of rules should be

Much work had alrecady been done in that field. The background paper prepal tablished to regulate the entire field, if space technology was not to develop

by the Secretariat {A/AC.105/118), contained two useful chapters concerning ‘anarchic fashion, thus creating serious problems. The development of

respectively legal implications and albernative modes of international co-operd rnational law relating to msn's activities in outer space should not be

Furthermore, in the past month, the Outer Space Affairs Division had produced ‘ued 25 a hindrance to the developmeat of the relevant tecmology, but the

series of papers which, zlthouch not of a legal or political nature, would be ¢ for progress in space technology should not lead to disregard of certain

helnful ©to the Sub-Committee in considering the question, ~established legal principles concerning the fundamental rights of States, or

The basic documert was of course that presented by Argentina and Brazil ?PMatic and systematic acceptance of a fait sccompli, which would reduce the

(A/0.1/1C07) conteining draft basic erticles of a treaty on remote sensing. Th damental rights of sovereign States to the status of mere symbols.

artieles met the concerns and interests of the developing countries which, ferring to the draft treaty relating to the moon, he said that the main

. s 1 i st . N -
although sager to avail themselves of the new technology, wished to maintain ] ac;e vas the question of the nrtural resources of the moon and other celestial

" Thus

. . e . : 1 writl e . . - . .
their sovereignty over their national resourees. The document deall with th Tar, certain delesations had been unwilling to consider either the

. . . : ; 2 t1)
problem in a sensible and balanead way, leaviitg room for cousideration of cther nenca of a clear and unarbiguous commitment to an international reglme for

vievs, That opplied particularly to articles VII to ¥, which dealt with the _a#ural Tesources of the moon, or the concept of the moon as the common

ritage of manking .,

sensing of rvesources with the consent of the countries possessing them.

Recent developments might be interpreted as a first step

undoubtedly the earlier proposals submitted by France and the Soviet Union, a8 &rdsESOmp deg

‘ree of acceptance of those conditions, which were vital if the
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treaty was to have any meaning. His delegation Freatly appreciated the efforts
. ) . . - 4 .

made in the preparation of the unofficial vorking draft of articles ¥ and ¥ big
——

and was prepared to discuss that drs;;‘t in a constructive manner.

o . . — . ; . ‘s . .
f points in the text still presented congiderable difficulties for his delegation,

- . . . . .
Zven 1f a certain key expression was included in the tre~ty, it would still be

necessary to have a clear, definitive and unequivocal statement of a commitment to

the establishment of an international r8gime for the exploration of the resources

of the moon, together with a clearer picture of the procedure to be followed wtil

such a régime was fully implemented.

As far as the question of direct broadeasting by satellites was concerned, hig

; s . . . -
delegation had read with interest the working naper presented by Canada and Sweden

(A/AC.105/C.2/1..102), Lut was not sure that the Sub-Committee should engage in a

sterile procedural discussion o vhat it should do first. Tt might be advisable

either to continue with the drafting of the Ffive existing »rinecivles or to consider:

immediately some of the controversial issues relating to the question of direct
broadeasting bv satellites. His delegation was prepared to do everything possible
to heln in the search *or a positive solution.

The importance his delegabion attached to the question of remote sensing of
the earth from space was well known, Tt was gratifying to note that the two sets
of proposals submitted by Argentine and Brazil and by France and the Joviet Union
concerning the establishment of a legal framework contained fundamental
similarities. He was confident that careful consideration of those proposals
would bring out those similarities quite clearly. Speaking also on behalf of the
delesation of Argentina, he thanked the delegations of Mexico and Venezuela for
tiweir support. The establizhment of a legal framework fTor remote sensing was 1ong
overdu? and it was the hasl of the Sub-Committee to start conszideration of any
nroposals made in that ecnnexion. Although he was not oppesed to a sreliminary
euchange of views on th: question as a whole, hie Ffelt that greater progress could
te made if the question was discussed at onee on a more conerete level, as had
been done with the other two priority items on the agende. He was confident that

constructive work would be Aone by Working Groun ITIT.

Jens

the view &b
of mank
1973 s3E588

that issue .

However, a numbep
rec

vas encouraging to note
Yorking Group on Direct Broadecast Satellites at its most recent session, the Leral

pany important areas of disasgreement remained, in particular wit
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ind and cansidered that the formula agreed on by the mini-group during the
ion of the Legal Sub-Committee still provided a geod basis for resolving
I+ was heortening, however, to observe that the various propossls made
ently seemed to provide a possible basis for an eventual compromise.

peferring to the question of direct broadecasting by satellites, he said that it

once again that, as a result of the useful work of the

Sub-Committee now had vefore it the text of certain draft principles. MNevertheless,

h regard to

rarticipation, prior consent and the technical problem of spill-over. There

appeared to be two divergent philosophies on the question of direct broadcasting by

satellites. On the one hand, there were the advocates of strict enforcenent of the
principle of freedon of information, while on the other there were the proponents

of the concept of sbeolute sovereisnty. Nevertheless, these two piilosophles were

not necessarily mutually exclusive. In view of the significant contribution which

direct broadeast satellites could meke to international co-operation and to the
advancement of mankind 2s a whole, every effort must ve made to blend, in a

worksble formula, the best elements of those two basic positicms.

. o - * 1118 3 '
His country attached special importance to the remote sensing of the earth's

) . . o 11
resources. With the increased awarensss of the rapid depletionm of the world's
netural resources, the sienificance of that type of technology was quite obvieus.

- st 1
The proper applicotion of remote sensing technology could have untold benefits 1in

the areas of netural resources and the environment, as well as in other fields.

. » 1 .! A
However, tho intern -tional community wmust take steps to ensure that the development

. - - 1 ° > f . S i1 - .
of legal principles kewt pace with the increasing use of remote sonsing technology

- T . . . . o o
failure to provide o sviteble legal framework would invite the development oOF

(2S5

Unnecessary tensions hebtween States. Althovgh the Scientific and Tachnical

g=

¥, . . o it
“Ub-Commi ttee and its Vorling Group on Remote Sensing of the Zarth by Satellites

bed achieved excsllent results in 1974, a great deal remained to be done in ordes
to . . . TSN : i T remote
e¥olve wquitoble international principles governing the application of remote

Sensi . . . tomad ined ich = i
nsing technology in various fields. The basie principle on which =uy final

looe
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agreement must be founded was that of the soverzignty of States, including
sovereignty over national resources and wealth. He noted with appreciation the
raft treaty submitted jointly by the_@elegations of Argentina and Brazil
(A/C.1/10b7) and expressed the hope thét, together with other initiatives taken in

that area, it would provide the Sub-Committee with useful guidelines.

The CHATRMAN informed the Sub-Commiitee that Canada had just become a

signatory of the Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space.

Mr. MACRAE (United Kingdom) expressed surprise that a number of important
documents relating to the question of remots sensing were not generally available,
One such document was the report of the Working Group on Remote Sensing of the
Eorth's Resources on its third session (A/AC.105/125) which dealt not only with the
legal, but also with the orgenizational and technical aspects of that question.
Similarly, document A/AC.105/118, which contained a great deal of useful
information, had not been made generally available. Other documents which the
Sub-Committee might find useful were the studies commissioned by the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Cemmittee. He exopressed the hope that the Secretariat would
endeavour to make those documents generally availsble.

He could not agree with the representative of Egypt that the draft presented
by the delegations cf Argentina and Frazil would constitute the principal document
to be congidered by the Sub-Commitbtes. General Assembly resolution 323 (XXIX)
stated quite clearly that the views expressed by Governments should also be taken
into accownt. Consequently, document £/4C,105/C.1/WG.4/L.11, containing = synopsis
of replies received from Governmenss on the guestion of remote sensing, should also
be made available as a working document if the Sub-~Committee was ©o comply with the
ingtructions of the General Assembly. He therefore wished to know whether the
Secretariat could make those documents available before the Sub-Committee began its

consideration of the question of remote sensing of the earth.

Miss CHEN (Secretary of the Committee) said that the Secretariat had
considered document A/AC.105/125 to be essential to the work of the Sub--Committee
and had requested that 50 copies in ¥nglish, 50 copies in French, 10 copies 1n

Russian and 10 copies in Spanish should be wade availeble in the conference roam.

[oos
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As Far as the synopsis of the views of Governments was concerned, only & very
1imited numver of copies had been available. lHowever, if the Sub-Committee so
wished, the Secretariat would endeavour to obtain all available copies.

She pointed out that, before the commencement of the session, the Secretariat
had prepared a list of basic working documents which ineluded A/AC.105/127,
A/AC.105/133, A/AC.105/13% and A/C.1/10LT.

in English, 100 copies in French, 20 copies in Russian and 20 copies in Spanish had

One hundred copies of those documents
been made available to delegations. The Secretariat had also compiled a list of
background documents which included the reports of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space and Working Groups, tegether with previous reports of the

Sub-Committee containing documents not repreduced in the latest report. Copies of

211 such documents had been made available in the conference room.

Mr. MACRAE (United Kingdom) thanked the Secretary of the Committee for
her explanation and said that the synopsis of Government views would prove most
useful.

Direct Broadcast Satellites on its fifth session should be considered a basic

He found it somewhat curious that the report of the Working Group on

working document, whercas the report of the Working Group en Remote Sensing on its
third session was not. Nevertheless he was gratified that the Secretariat would

endeavour to make the relevant documents available.

The CHATRMAN expressed the hope that any requests nede by delegations

would be complied with by the Secretariat, ~aking into account the availability

of documents.

The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m.

Jevo
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(Mr. Jachek, Czechoslovakia}

232nd meeting Tuesday, 18 February 1975,

= His delegation's position on all items on the agenda had been stated at the
§$;E£Ey5 a.0n,

. previous session of the Legal Sub-Committee. However, he wished to point out that

Chelrpen: Mr. WZNER (Poland) ;thc current session was being held in the year which marked the thirtieth

anpiversary of the victory over faseism in the Second World War. The completion

o e

GENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS (EEEELBQEQJ - of the draft treaty relating to the moon at the current session would represent a

Mr. JACHEK (Czechoslova.kia) iO]‘Iled other de.‘legations in expressing -fitting

i i ishi is of the
f s -C ttee would succeed in accomplishing that task on the basis o
sympathy to the delegation of the Soviet Union on the death of Academician the Sub-Comnl

Bl proposals submitted by Austria, Bulgaria and the Soviet Union. Those proposals
agonravov, .

‘t '-th 3 ) * (53 e 1] O ()Iu,t:. on [.() the IIlOSt

. P . - . . . - 1 resources.
Sub-Committee had made a significant contribution to the promotion of internatio ~natura

i i - | d made
peaceful co-operation, particularly with regard to the formulation of principles Mr. DIAZ-ALBONICO (Chile) said that, although the Sub~Committee ha

. . . ) . = . .
of international space law. Czechoslovakia had welcomed the recent adortion of substantial progress in its work, a great deal remained to be done he

. . o .. of
the Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space and was Sub-Committee should be guided in its work by the principles of the free use
: - . - . » - . The
considering the possibility of signing that Convention. It was also preparing t outer space and of the regulation of space activities by international law

ratify the Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Object first, which had been unequivocally reaffirmed in the Treaty on Principles

His delegation welcomed the important progress achieved during the past year in Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,

peaceful scientific and technological research relating to outer space and

congratulated the countries whose efforts had made those results possible, in

excluded any national appropriation and made outer space, the moon and other

celestial bodies the property of all mankind, while the second concerned the

) - - - - - - - h
particular the Soviet Unicn and the United States. Small countries, such as peaceful uses of outer space, in which priority consideration must be given to the

Czechoslovakia, could also make a positive contribution to the current system of nterests and wishes of the developing countries.

international co-operation in the field of research and exploration of outer spacé His delegation had followed with the closest interest the efforts to draw up

Although Czechoslovakia was not a space-Power it was able, through INTERCOSMOS, an international convention relating to the moon and other celestial bodies. As

participate actively in space research. Czechoslovak scientists had recently ﬁhe representative of Argentina had pointed out, the legel status of natural

. . . b
been conducting research into the remote sensing of the earth, sources of Tesources continued to be the main stumbling-block. Those resources should be

. i . 4
environmental pollution and damage to vegetation. They had also been active in th declared the common heritage of mankind, a concept which had become more broadly

applied in modern international law. However, it was not enough to proclaim the

fields of geodesy, geology, solar activity and communications, and had participste

in the development of artificial satellites INTERCOSMOS 11 and 12 and in

legal status of those natural resources. A régime must be established to regulate

constructing the second INTERCOSMOS laser radar put into operation in Egypt in

connexion with the world-wide "Great Arc" programme.

exploration for and the exploitation of the resources of outer space and the

équitable distribution of the resulting benefits. His delegation was open to any

PrOPOSal which might help in reaching & minimum acceptable consensus.

His delegation welcomed the progress achieved with regard to the principles

foas

Boverning the use by Stutes of artificial earth satellites for direct television

[en.
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(Mr. Ochirbal, Mongolis)

(Mr. Diaz—Albonico, Chile)

t the
i ] t years had shown the

i t of space science in recen

brosdeasting. le agreed witn the five principles already elaborated, while The rapid developmen P

recognizing that many discrepancies still existed. He had read with great That accounted for the need to strengthen

interest the working paper presented by Canada and Sweden (a/ac.105/c.2/L.102)

tasks
efforts of the countries of the world.

'nsd bllezelll, EI[I:I”(!:ng 'the t .t - £ . . . -

. . a
¥ion, Mongolia welcome
Letion ttical systems or level of development. In that conne )
there was no necessary contradiction between the concept of free flow of Jlitical sy

[ - ers 1

i i ful uses of
Union snd the United States, particularly in the field of the peace
n

compatible with the right of States to safeguard the development of their own Furthermore,

i ission.
uter space, as evidenced by the joint Soyuz-Apollo space missi N
° i i ion an
the programme of space research underteken jointly by the Soviet Unio

economic, social and cultural values. Nevertheless, co-operation in the field o
direct broadcasting, if it was to bear fruit, must be based on the principles of

consent and participation, so as to enable the receiving State to safeguard the

ur an: . . . in the
their joint experiment 1in
' i ; ccess of the second stage of
exercise of its territorial Jurisdiction and to familiarize itself not only with two countries on the su

possible
practical applicationsg.

g

. . , . s IR imits of
His delegation attached the utmost importance to the question of the remot telegsbion on the success of its Salyut I mission. Mongolia, within the limi
: de

sensing of natural resources. The growing shortage of food-stuffs and raw

an effective meansg of promo‘tj ng th T withi the INTERCOSMOS
g e econcmic and so : 1 1 ] i various fields of space regsearch wi hin
. L i s Ci&l de Uelopment of all mank . goclalist countries in P

: ; teorology and other
e - itive results in agriculture, me
and in particular that of the developing countries. Consequently, his delegati _programme, and was deriving positi
endorsed the basic principle of consent, which was embodied in article V of the
draft submitted by Argentina and Brazil (A/C.1/1047). Without such consent,, th

resolutions reaffirming the principle of the permanent sovereignty of peoples an

fields. . s tne
o Turni to the Sub-Committee's agenda for the current session, he expres
urning -

ipili i ard to the
ihope thet members would again show the necessary flexibility. With reg

wIl ur : ] verwhelming
draft treaty relating to the moon, in so far as it was the view of the o
nations over their own nat al resources wculd become to a large extent _ ¥ ot actical ubilization of the natural resources of
~mejority of delegations tha e p - . U
' in ce in the near
~the moon, let alone other celestial bodies, would not be teking pla

: i to inelude s
.future his delegation considered that it would be reasonable gimply 1
\ . eg

meaningless, Furthermore, it was essential to establish regulations governing
the access of the State whose territory was the object of remote sensing to the:
data obtained through such activities. His delegation considered that its views

3 of maﬂkind;
rovision to the effect that those resources were the commen heritage
that question were fully reflected in the draft submitted by Argentina

In his

i t Jucture.
elternatively, article X could be deleted entirely at the current j

The question of the definition and/or delimitation of outer space and outer

space activities required urgent consideration, since it appeared that there was:
some degree of consensus that the definition should be based on legal and
political considerations.

, untry.
¢ other celestial bodies might be monopolized by any one co 'd? tion of the
: rati
therefore show the necessary flexibility, thereby ensbling conside

ﬂr&ft treaty to be concluded at the current session.

Mr. OCHIRBAL (Mongolia) said that his delegetion wished to express it

deep sorrow at the death of Academician Blagonravov and to convey its condolences
to the Soviet delegation.
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(Mr. Ochirbal, Mongolia)

Turning to the question of direct television broadcasting by satellites, ﬁ
welcomed the fact that five principles had been drafted, but considered that w;
on the elsboration of the remaining principles should be accelerated, since thg
adoption and signature of an international convention in that field would make
important contribution to the cause of peace and gocial progress.

As to the legal implications of remote sensing, his delegation considered
the draft principles submitted Jointly by the Soviet Union and France governiné
the activities of States in the field of remote sensing (A/AC.105/C.2/L.99) coﬁl

serve as a good basis for future international regulations in that field.

Mr. CEAUSU (Romania) joined other delegations in expressing his
condolences to the Soviet delegation on the death of Academicien Blagonravov.

He said that, as far as international co-operation was concerned, Romania we
participating in jJoint research with other socialist countries as part of the
INTERCOSMOS programme.

The scientific and technological progress achieved during the past year mad
it necessary to expedite the elaboration of rules governing co-operation between
States. He agreed with the view expressed by the representative of Argentina that
under the provisions of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of State
in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, international co-operation had become
legal obligation for all States. The implementation of the principle of
international co-operation called for the elsboration of rules and arrangements
vhich would encourage States to work together in the application of space

technologies for the benefit of all.

Referring to the draft treaty relating to the moon, he said that, if effort

to complete the draft treaty were to succeed, an effort must be made to understand

the positions and interests of all States and to find generally acceptable
formulas in a spirit of constructive compramise. The draft treaty relating to the
moon was intended to govern relations between the space Powers, and between them
and other States. As far as relations between the space Powers were concerned,

the principle of equality in the exploration and use of the moon could be considﬁrﬁ

as satisfactory. However, in relations between the space Powers and other

natural re

international régime f

_at the current stage and therefore agreed to the pro

‘became possible.
“‘moon must undertake to negotiate, in good

at an international conferenc

perties. In view of the number of informal proposals submitted,

possible at the current gession, to solve the pr

Cinternational instrument i

principles for international co-operation in that field.
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{Mr. Ceausu, Romania)

application of the principle of equality would be tantamount to

ountries, ‘ -
o categories of countries

anctioning the inequality which existed between those tw

g a result of disparities in the levels of scientific and technological

evelopment. Therefore, since the space Powers were the only countries in a position

o conduct activities relating t
f equality of States should be complemented by the principle of international
laiming the moon's

o the moon and its natural resources, the principle

o-operation. The only way to promote co-operation was by proc
sources to be the common heritage of mankind and to establish an
or the exploitation of those resources. His delegation

a5 aware of the possible difficulties in endeavouring to establish such a réegime

posal to postpone the

stablishment of that régime until such time as the exploitation of those resources

Nevertheless, the States parties to the treaty relating to the

faith, the future international régime

e convened at the request of one third of the States
it should be

cblem of the natural resources of

the moon and thus complete the draft treaty.

Referring to the question of direct television broadcasting by satellites,

- he recalled that, since 1969, his delegation had supported the elaboration of an

n the form of a declaration or convention setting out the
The most important

He congratulated
lock. Although the
rd the

guestion was that of the content of the programme broadecast.
Canada and Sweden for their efforts to break the current dead

principles of consent and participation were esgential in order to safegua

sovereign rights and interests of atotes whose territory was covered by satellite

broadeasts, they should be defined in such a way as to guarentee the State covered

by the broadcasts the right to advance knowledge of the content of programmes and

to refuse to allow them to be broadcast when it felt that the content might have

harmful effects.
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(Mr. Ceausu, Romania)

(Mr, Mahmud, Pakistan)

He recalled that, in 1973, his delegation had stressed the need to adopt he finalization of the draft treaty relating to the moon was one of the

specific principles and norms governing the activities of States in the field of

ity items on which a number of issues remained unresolved. During the current
rl
remote sensing.

. i ey . . . : 1 those
Remote sensing activities differed from the exploration and use o0, the Sub- Committee had concentrated primarily on the most important of o]

outer space in that they related to the sugyface, subsurface and atmosphere of the

es, namely, the legal status of the natural resources of the moon. The
. . \ .
earth, most of which fell under natienal sovereignty.

Consequently, the Treaty

:erent points of view had been presented once again, and his delegation had
on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of 1ed to discern any significant change of substance or emphasis in‘them. As a
Outer Space could not provide answers to all the problems raised by remote sensing ﬁe: oping country, Pakistan fully supported the position reflected 1? the repo%t on
A1l regulation of remote sensing should be based on respect for the principle of tﬁe work of the Sub-Committee's thirteenth session (A/AC.105/133), His delegation
the sovereignty of States, in particular over natural resources within their jpreciated that the developing countries had considerable leeway to make up before

territories and over information relating to those resources. Such regulation Shd

reached the levels of technological sophistication of the developed States.
encourage international co-operation so as to promote the fullest application of

cover, most of the developing countries were poor and also snxious to improve the
>
space technology for the benefit of all countries, in particular the developing

allty of life in their countries. They could not, therefore, afford to invest
countries.

— . . . : . L s of
The prineiples and rules which Romanis wished to see incorporated into ir resources in a space race, but all urgently desired to share the benefit

future regulations were set out, in essence, in the joint drafts presented by Frap

technological achievements of the developed States. His delegation felt that
and the Soviet Union and by Argentina and Brazil.

In his view, the Sub-Committee.
could, on the basis of those drafts, begin to elaborate specific provisions for
inclusion in the preoposed draft instrument.

the errors which had led to colonizlism must not be repeated in outer space and that
he'principle of the common heritage of mankind would avert a repetition of the

ollles of the past. The moon was an unhabited celestial body; if it was to be
The Sub-Committee should bear in mind that the elaboration of legal norms for

wned , it should be owned by all States - rich or pccr, strong or weak, developed or
the peaceful uses of outer space was not an end in itself.

The value of the 've10p1ng - for the benefit of all. His delegation endorsed the appeal made by
. . . . . th
instruments elaborsted would, in the final analysis, be demonstrated by their ‘the Indien representative not to hem the common heritege prineiple in wi

contribution to the promotion of international co-operation and to the peaceful Unnecessary reservations or to relegate it to subsequent discussions. His
applications of space technology, particularly those benefiting the developing

“delegation also fully supported the Indian representative's advocacy of the earliest
countries.

'P0331ble establishment of an intermational régime to govern the exploration and

: : i ' i dvocating the
Mr. MAHMUD (Pakistan) said that his delegation wished to convey the .EXPloltatlon of the moon, in line with Pakistan's policy of a g

. Lot ainst possible misuse
condolences of the pecople and Government of Pakistan on the death of establishment of such international régimes to safeguard ag P

Academician Blagonravov to the people and Go%ernment of the Soviet Union,

or sbuse of the fast-expanding reservoir of technical expertise and know-how. It

the risk of anarchic
Turning to the work programme of the current session, he said that his fully agreed with the Brazilian representative regarding the

i ulated. His delegation noted with
delegation fully appreciated the complexity of the issues facing the Sub-Committee. development if no juridical guidelines were form

Tt also appreciated that the positions of certain delegations were too far apart

to enable compremise solutions to be worked out guickly. It was confident, however,

that patience, good will and a spirit of mubtual accommodation would lead towards a
solution.

fooe
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(Mr. Mahmud, Pakistan) (Mr. Mahmud, Pakistan)

gratification that some of the formulations put forward in the Working Group migh iThe draft basic articles for a treaty on the remote sensing of natural

i d i t : . . eq
lead to an eventual compromise, and it would do its best to support all such e introduced by the delegations of Argentina and Brezil in @ocument

efforts which took into account the expressed views of the Geveloping countries, 1/10h7 could, in the opinion of his delegation, provide a starting-point for

The elaboration of principles governlag the use of States of artificial eartﬁi hor discussions and negotiations. His delegation was encouraged by gtatements

satellites for direct television broadcasting was of great practical interest to- 16 effect that there was considerable identity of views between that draft and

the Government of Pakistan, which was dedicated to the social and economic one presented jointly by France and the Soviet Union (A/AC.105/C.2/L.99) and was

betterment of the common man. His delegation had noted the suggestions that ident that the Working Group would be able to produce an agreed text.

bean-shaping, satellite stability, signal amplitude reduction in border aress, ‘The definition and/or delimitation of outer space and outer space activities

antenna directivity and shielding and separate frequency assigmments could be not been discussed at the previous session, and his delegation had been

employed to reduce the level of unavoidable radiation to a neighbour. Jt felt tha oncerned to learn that it might not be possible to diseuss it at the current

although such technological means would be of assistance, they would not be enough “scion. Tt felt that the progress of the Sub- Committee's work was being outpaced

to safeguard against or eliminate the possible misuse of direct television byﬁdevelopments in the field of space technology and wished to draw the

broadcasting by satellite and that it would be necessery to provide for other Sub-Committee's attention to the growing possibilities of the misuse or abuse of

effective safeguards, such as "prior consent" and "participation" as advocated by he power bestowed by that knowledge.

the delegations of Canada and Sweden in document A/AC.105/C.2/L.102.  Since His delegation believed that all knowledge was the common heritage of man and

restrictions on the programme content for every item might not command the widest 'hat efforts should be increasingly directed towards such co-operative efforts as

support and since differences of interpretation probably existed with regard to the 'he Soyuz-Apollo project in order to eliminate the threat of a possible misuse of

definition of "prior consent", a compromise solution might be based on "prior space activities by States curremtly engaged in them and by other States which would

. [ ) He s . 1t .
consent to systems of broadcasting' instead of "individual items’. _engage in them in the future. Accordingly, his delegation urged that consideration

Remote sensing of the earth from space was of immense interest to Pakistan fShould be given to setting up an international space agency in the foreseeable

and other developing countries, since it was close to being operational and could future

therefore help in the location and subsequent exploration of unknown resources. . N . . .

2 . . . . . . . Mr. OHTAKA (Japan) noted that three major issued still remained undecided

His delegation hoped that the Sub-Committee's discussions on the legal implications Lo ——————— )
. - . . . - with respect to the draft tresty relating to the moon. With regard to the scope of

of remote sensing would help to sllay legitimate fears concerning possible misuse - . 1 nich 14 allow its

. . - . . th i { ready to accept & formula which wou

of data by the parties technically capable of 2cileécting them., All countries e treaty, his delegation was ready P 1 4 daitional

: SEs ) . isi i ial bodies until separate or additlo
were undoubtedly in a position to use and benefit from the data relating to their provisions to be applied to other celestia P

. ' . With regard to the protection of the
territories and each "sensed" State should be conceded the legal right of full arrangements had been made for them 1 g P

access to the remote sensing date pertaining to its territory. environment of the moon, his delegation maintained its view that the treaty should
contain a provision requiring prior notification to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations of the emplacement of radio-active materials on the moon and the
taking of measures to prevent the contamination of the moon. If the treaty also
applied to other celestial bodies, the above-mentioned provision should also apply

to them. His delegation considered that when the exploitation of the moon became

fass faes
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(Mr. Ohtaka, Japan) : _ {(Mr. Ohtaks, Japan)
feasible, a conference of all States parties should be convened to establish an ot important and positive aspects of those sctivities was their continuing
international régime governing the exploitation of the moon's natural resources an itoring of wide areas of the earth for the detection of natural disasters and the
hoped that a practical solution could be found alongsthose lines. tection of the envirvonment. Tt also believed that restriction of the publication.
His delegation felt that the use by_gkates of artificial earth satellites for gribution and atilization of the data obtained from remote sensing activities
direct television broadcasting could bring about many benefits, but believed thati ould inevitably reduce the prospects for the promotion of international
the uninterrupted operation of direct television broadcasting would be achieved : a;bperation in the development of natural resources. Tt wished to point oub that
only through international co-operstion. Direct television broadcasting by ‘ he Scientific and Technical Sub-Conmittee was discussing the United Natdions role
satellites to any foreign States should be conducted under arrangements between th relotion to the establishment of modalities for data distribution. If the idea
States which carried out the broadcasting, or govermmental or non-governmental ?.gn international centre for data classification was realized, the interests of
broadcasting entities under their jurisdiction, on the one hand, and the States t h observed country would be fully protected, since it would be aware of the

which the broadcasting was specifically directed, or governmental or non-governme sistence of data concerning it and would have access to them.
broadcasting entities under their jurisdiction, on the other hand, 1n view of the Mr. BUTLER (Deputy Secretary-General, Tnternational Telecommunication

social impact which direct broadcasting would have on the sudiencesrconcerned. .hion) caid that ITU had specific interests in the long- and medium-term planning

TPurning to the issue of spill-over, as distinct from trans-border radiation, snd dsy-to-day co—ordination of space telecommunications through its various

he said that hi i i i i i ision: . : :
e s that his delegation considered that in conducting direct television sgans responsible for the cstablishment and operation thereof.

broadcasting by means of artificial earth satellites, all available technical mean Details of the policy decisions teken ot the 1971 World Administrative Radio

should be used to reduce, as much as possible, the areas where such television Conference on Space Telecommunications (WARC) were contained in the reports of the
broadcasting could be received by the simple domestic type of receiver, if those orking Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites on its fourth and fifth sessions

areas were within the territories of States other than the State or States to whie .(A/AC.lOS/llT and 127) and in ITU's eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth reports on the

the broadcasting was specifically directed. If, notwithstanding those precautions . .
- peaceful uses of outer space.

direct television broadcasting by artificial earth satellites could be received by The Plenipotentiary Conference of all States members of ITU had strengthened

domestic receivers in areas within the territories of States other than the State the provisions of the International Telecommunication Convention regarding

or States to which the broadeasting wes specifically directed, appropriste members’ vesponsibilities, rights and obligations for the effective and efficient

consultations should be held between the States concerned at the request of the use of the radio fregquency spectrum and the geostationery orbit, reinforcing at the

States under whose Jjurisdiction those ar fell. 3
’ oas. highest level the various commitments agreed upon at WARC. That Convention had

. N . . r 21t 1 ess .
His delegation did not see any particular reason why remote sensing activitie come into force on 1 January 1975 and had already been ratified by & number of

by satellites should be termed unlawful under international law when carried out inm
. . L Govermments.
accordance with the provisions of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities

In addition, the Plenipgtentiasxy Conference had made policy and financial
of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space. It believed that one of the

provisions for the World Administrative Radio conference for tlie Planning of the

Broadeasting-Satellite Service in one of the six bands allocated for such

facilities by the 1971 WARC.
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i i . M hile, other ITU organs were continuing
In the light of the directives of the Plenipotentiary Conference, ITU's thout technical interference eanw

i i ishi i the technical criteria to enable
Administrative Council had recommended that the World Administrative Radio udies with a view to establishing collectively the

' i dertake its important planning tasks.
Conference take place in January 1977. The Council had initiated action to e Conference to un
prepare the agenda, which would be finally\éetermined at the Council's

forthcoming session in June 1975.

In concliusion, he expressed his condolences to the USSR delegation on the

ath of Academician Blagonravov.

He wished to add certain clarifications with regard to the World Administrat

Tt had been a comprehensive exchange which would greatly facilitate

Radio Conference. Firstly, a substantial mejority of the members of ITU had concluded.

already endorsed the recommendation to convene the Conference in January 1977, an further consideration of the various agends items.

no country had expressed any objection. Secondly, the requirements for the

cAl, IMPLICATIONS OF REMOTE SENSING OF THE EARTH FROM SPACE (A/C.1/10LT;

Conference had emanated from the needs of certain countries whose telecommunicati A/AC.105/122, 125, 133; A/AC.105/L.69; A/AC.105/C.2/L.73°88 and 99)

requirements in the fixed and mobile services necessitated decisions for the use.

specific bands, which the 1971 WARC had decided should not be used for those

The CHATRMAN recalled that in resolution 323 (XXIX) the General

o . .
DlP ?

} i i including proposals for draft
Thus, the purposes of the 197T Conference would be, firstly, to ensure the arious views of States expressed on the subject, including prop

ernational instruments.

orderly development of the fixed and mobile services, but at the same time to . . ;
Y o ) . e He also recalled that the Sub-Committee had begun substantive consideration of

regulate from a technical viewpoint the long-term interests of the conventional
: - . the item at its thirteenth session and had held a very useful general exchange of

and satellite broadcasting service users; and secondly, to plen, as far as

1b1e n 14} [; 1 asi 'b] . - - ] - ] . f ‘I .

: Group on Remote Sensing of the Earth by Satellites (A/AC.105/125) and a number of
concerned for the broadcasting service, but in any case to establish detailed

. P

: Sub--Commi its thirteenth session (A/AC.105/133).
Those were some of the aspects of the Conference which would establish furthe Sub--Committee on 1

‘ : In addition., the delegations of Argentina and Brazil had introduced a joint
legislative obligations and procedures. to be observed in order to permit the 9

draft basic articles for a treaty on remote sensing for consideration at the

current session (A/C.1/10bT).

other legislative obligations of the International Telecommunication Convention an
its Radio Regulations.

-

The results of the 1977 Conference would also have the force of international

Mr. VELLODL (India) observed that the Canadien proposal concerning the
legal aspe;;;“;;Tremote sensing (A/AC.105/C.1/WG.k/L.5) included among the

five proposals listed in paragraph 80 of the report of the Working Group on .
Remote Sensing on the work of ité third session (A/AC.105/125) was not listed in
'the Sub-Committee's most recent report (A/AC.105/133). He therefore wondered
vhether that proposal was still before the Sub-Committee. The matter was an

law with regard to the carriage or transmission and reception of telecommunication
and of signals affecting the capability to receive content. ITU itself was not

responsible for the regulation of programme content: the agreements reached at the

World Administrative Conferences and the service agreements necessary for the
detailed planning and introduction of new telecommunications services determined

the extent to which transmitters and receivers were able to operate effectively and

foo
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important one, since the General Asseably had vecommended in paragraph & (c) of

its resolution 3234 (X¥IX) that the Sub-Commiblec should consider the legal

implications of remote sensing, taking into azccount the various views of Statles,

including proposals for draft intermational instruments.

MEL_WANG_(Canada) replied that his delegation wighed the document which
it had submitted in the Working Group (A/AC.105/C.1/WG.L/L.5) to be considered
part of the background documentaticn,without feeling that there was any need to

submit it as a formal document of the Sub-Committee.

Tn that document, his delegation had not attempted to propose a set of |
definitive steps governing the activities of States. TIis intention had been ]
rather to set forth a range of options constituting an analytical framework, i,r!
together vith a synopsis of some of the problems and issues with which Member

States would have to deal, withoubt trying at that stage to reach any conclusions

2s to vhich venge of cptions might be most appropriate.

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

The CHAIRMAN suggested that., as planned, Working Group III shonld

commence work that afternocon, it beiug understood that, on any oceasion when 1t did

not meet, the mini-group concerned with drafting articles of the treaty relating

to the moon would be free to hold meetings in order to continue its work.

Tt was_so decided.
k)

Chairman of Working Group IIT would present z progress report in order to keep the

aub-Committee informed. His delegation was somewhat encouraged by the first of the

conference room papers recently circulated, and hoped it indicated

that progress was being made.

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m.
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241st meeting Tuesday, 4 March 19 ' Mr. KEVIN {Australia) said that his delegation had informed the
e 3'15  _iyman of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee that the Legal Sub-Committee

Chaiymen: Mr. WYZNER (Poland) emed to prefer to meet in May rather than in fpril. The Chairman of the

ientlflc and Technical Sub-Committee would certainly take that preference into

) secount in considering the timing of the next session of that Sub~Committee.
DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON (PUOS/C.2(XIV)/1/Add.2) (concluded} -
Mr. PTRADOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his

1eggt10n gupported the idea of holding the fifteenth session of the Legal
gub-Committee in March or April 1976, since according to the informetion furnished

Mr, HARASZTI {Hungary), Chairmen of Working Group I, introduced his r
(PUOS/C.2(XIV)/1/Add.2). |

The CHAIRMAN said that, if he heard no objection he would take it ths he Secretariat few other meetings were held in Geneva during those months.
Sub-Committee wished to take note with eppreciation of the report of the Chairm
of Working Group I, and to annex it to the report of the Legal Sub-Committee.

It was so decided.

Mr, CHRISTIANI (Austrie) said that the point of the Soviet representative

as well taken. However, experience in past years had shown that the work of the

eal Sub-Committee was facilitated if the Seientifie and Technicel Sub-Committee

_ e . i fifteenth
DATE OF THE FIFTEENTH SESSTON OF THE LECAL SUB-COMMITTEE . flrst. Consequently, there was a strong argument for convening the

on in May 1976.

The CHAIRMAN said he had been informed by the Secretariat that the

: . . . . i i 4 the representative
possible dates for the ccnvening of the Ffifteenth session, to be nheld in Geneva My, KEVIN (Australia) supported the views expresse by € Tep

1976, were from 22 March to 1 April, or from 3 to 28 May. Austris.
The CHAIRMAN suggested that further discussion of the question in the

~Committee should be postponed to ensble members to hold informal consultations.

Mr. VELLODI (India) said that some delegations would have difficulty in

attending the sessions of both the Legal Sub-Committee and the Scientific and
It was so decided.

Technical Sub-Committee if they were held too close together. He presumed, the

that the dates suggested were tentative and that the final decision would be me UESTION OF THE VENUE OF FUTURE SESSIONS OF THE LEGAL SUB-COMMI TTEER

A/AC 105/C,2/L.104)

Mr, PIRADOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, in the view
f his delegation, all future sessions of the Legal Sub-Committee should be held in

by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of OQuter Space.

The CHATRMAN pointed out that, although the Committee would of courss

the final decision, it wes the practice of the Legal Sub-~Committee tO indicate

‘ - eheve duri . =1 re held. The Scientific end
tates which it preferred for consideration by the Committee. ng the period when few other meetlngs wWe

chnical Sub-Committee could continue to meet in New York,
Mr. CHRISTIANI (Austria) said that the Chairman of the Committee on. -

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, while he was in the hands of the Committee, woull

Mr. CHRISTIANT {Austria) said that the question of the venue of future

.egﬁiOHB fell exclusively within the pirview of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses

greatly prefer the eighteenth session of the Committee to be held in June 1976, o - : o
er 8 £ ai d by the Legal Sub-Committee.

the fifteenth session of the Legal Sub-Coumitlee was schednled for May, the - pace end should therefore nct be discussed DY g

The CHATRMAN pointed out that in paragraph 64 of its report to the General

Aﬁgembly at its twenty-ninth session (4/9620) the Committee had requested the Legal

Committee would still have ample time to study its report before convening in J

Ub~Committee to submit its views on the venue of its future meetings.
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Mr. BOJILOV (Bulgaria) took the view that, in 1976, the meetings of the
Légal Sub~-Committee should be held in Geneva. He was also sympathetic to the idea
that its sessions should be held there regularly.

He acknowledged that the statement of financisal implications
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.10k) indicated that en additional expenditure of some $35,000

would te incurred by meeting in Geneve in 1976, However, although financial
xclusive

Mr, KLEINPETER (Germen Democratic Republic) said that his delegation haq
already expressed its support for the proposal to hold all future sessions of the

Legal Sub~Committee in Geneva. Such a measure would be justified, since it would
provide for a more balanced distribution cf sessions end enable delegations to maks
better use of the resources at their dispogal. He believed that the financial

implications contained in document A/AC.105/C.2/L.104 could be reduced if future

. . . been the e
sessions were held during the so-called "dead season” in Geneva. The current implleatIOns had always been teken into account, they had never

s
reason for deciding on the venue of the meetings of a particuler United Nations

rgan. Otherwise, why had the decision been taken to hold the Third Conference on

systen of holding elternate sessions of the Sub-Committee in Geneva and New York,
while it was to some extent less expensive for a number of delegations, including
he Law of the Sea in Caracas rather than New York - & decision which many
';legations had supported, including those which argued that an additional
xpenditure of $35,000 was too much? Other considerstions were also valid, such

his owm, resulted in a lack of continuity in the cemposition of the Sub~-Committee,
A greater degree of continuity would facilitate the work of delegations and would
also contribute to the greater effectiveness of the Legal Sub-Committee.

as transport and subsistence costs incurred by delegations, not to mention the

Mr, STOWE (United States of America) said he found it difficult to support e session of a United Nations orgen

any change in the agreement reached in 1971, under which the Legal Sub-Committee me
alternately in Geneva and New York. Contrary to the suggestion that it meet each
year in Geneva - which ir 1976 would entail an additional cost of some $35,000 -

the Sub-Committee might perhaps consider whether it should not meet in New York

gument that it might be preferable to hcld th
iﬁ one place rather than another because of better press coverage.
In his delegation's view, all such considerations should be taken into account,
_and serious attention should be given to the possibility of ho

~ of the Legal Sub-Committee in Geneva on & regular basis.

1ding the sessions

every year. He was not meking such a suggestion, but if there was any need at ell
to modify current procedure, then logic dictated that meetings should be held each '

year in New York rather than in Geneva, as emphasized in the report of the Joint

Mr. STEEL (United Kingdom) agreed with the representative of Bulgaria

- 1 i a
‘that a number of factors should be taken into account in order to arrive at

. i i ned the
ell-balanced decision. Three main factors were involved. The first concer.
There was no doubt that some committees

Yet, in his view, that

"Inspection Unit referred to in paragraph 7 of document A/AC.105/C.2/L.10k,

No persuasive reason had been put forward for incurring such sdditional efficient dispatch of a committee's work.

operated more effectively in one city rather than enother.

argument was not particularly relevant in the case of the Legal Sub
. . b

some States were represented by experts from their capitals, and others Dby

expenditure; & mere preference on the part of some delegations to meet in Geneva

. ; - . \ . . - ittee, since
constituted insufficient grounds, in view of the need for the more efficient Comn ’

expenditure of funds from the regular budget. The additional sum involved could

make & significant contridbution to other United Nations programmes. rePTESEntatlves from their permanent missions.
| which concerned the convenience of countries,

Some

Mr. GORBIEL (Poland} szid that the question of venue was sufficiently In the case of the second factor,

important to require further study. Since the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
OQuter Space and its Scilentific and Technical Sub-Committee both met each year in

cther.
there was no ¢lear belsnce in favour of one course raether than an

countrles, such as the United Kingdom, would for a number of reasons find it more

18t erve an e . eonv t t in Genev h as those
‘ ; i ] i . On the other hand, many countries, suc
? » in order to pres quitable geographical _ enient to mee Geneva

o : : : ; to be held in New York.
balance, the Legal Sub-Committee should meet each year in Geneva, which had adequat :_in Latin America, might prefer meetings

conference facilities.
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The third factor was concerned with the cost to the United Nations system ag a
whole. In that respect, there was a cmall but decided advantage in favour of
New York. That considersation should not be disregarded, particularly in view of
the current financial ecircumstances of the United Netions. Other things being equaj,
it was elways advisable to choose the arrangement which involved the least
expenditure.

As to the convening of the thirﬁ ConTerence on the Law of the Sea in Caracas,

that had been on the basis of the standard arrengement under which the host

Government bore the difference between the actual cost incurred end the "notional®

cost that would have been incurred at Headqﬁarters.

It was necessary to balance all considerations. Since, in the current case,
the advantages tilted slightly in fevour of Few York, his delegation took the view
that the existing sarrangement, under which sessions slternated each year between

New York and Geneva, should Dbe continued for the indefinite future.

Mr, HARASZTI (Hungary) said that nis delegation strongly supported the
convineing arguments adduced by ceveral delegations in favour of holding sessions of *
«the Legal Sub-Committee regularly in Geneve.

Mr. KEVIN (Australia) said thet his delegation preferred the retention of

the current system of rotation between Geneva and New York.

The CHAIRMAN noted that delegations were still divided: valid arguments
had been put forward both in favour of and against a chenge in the existing systen
of rotation. Since it was unlikely that opposing views could be reconciled,

there was no alternative but to refer the matter back to the main Committee for a

f£inal decision. At the same time a brief paragraph would be included in the

Sub-Committee's report reflecting the exchange of views that had taken place.

T he heard no objection, he would proceed accordingly.

\

1+ wes so decided. \

The meeting rose at 4.20 p.m.




