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DRAPT THEATY FELATING 10 THE NOON (agends item 2) fter discussing that item at its eighteenth session in June 1975, the main Committee
xpressed satisfaction with the complete set of principles. prepared at the

mmittee's preceding session. The General Assembly, in resolution 3388 (XXX), had
xpressed sabtisfaction with the progress made by the Legal Sub-Committee and had
mmended that, at 1ts fifteenth sessgion, the Sub-Committee should, as a matter of
priority, continue to consider the elavoration of principles governing the use by

ag of artificial earih satellites for direct television broadcasting with a view to
conclusion of an intermational agreement or agreements in accordance with

2ol Assembly resolutions 2916 {XXVII) and 3234 (IX).

1., Mr, HARASZTI (Hungary), Chairman of Working Group I, announced that the Wbrkiné
had completed its first reading of the draft treaty and that the text adopted woulg.
to be acceptable to all delegations. The issues still outstanding included the ques
of the scope of the treaty and notification of lunar missions as well as a few minor
points, and one or two further meetings of %he Working Group would be reguired in o
to prepare a final text. He appealed to delegations to hold consultations while awa
government approval of the text adopted, so that agreement might be reached on :
outstanding questions. The work of drafting the treaty was nearing its conclusion

everything seemed to indicate that it would be completed at the current sesgsion. At its previous session, the Sub-Committee had therefore made further substantive

gress on that item, and he was confident that at the present session it would do its

2. The CHATHMAN suggested that the Sub-Commitiee should revert to the item later i, to complete the eiabovation of all the principles.

the segsion,

3. It was so decided AT, EXCHANCE OF VIEWS (continued)

Mr., AZTHI (Iran) said that the great progress made in space matters during recent

g made his delegation fully aware of the importance of, and need for, a treaty

ting to the woon and the exploitation of its natural resources. There was every hope
he Sub-Committee would achieve agreement on outstanding matters, and in that

xion, he expressed appreciation of the progress made at the current session by

ing Group I and of the useful working paper prepared by the USSR delegation. The
recently prepared on the basis of thalt paper should malke it possible to achieve a
romise solution for the important questions of the exploitation of the natural

urces of the moon and the international juridical régime which should be established.

ELABORATION CF PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE USE BY STATES OF ARTIFICIAL SATELLITES FOR
DIRECT TELEVISION BROADCASTING WITH A VIEW TO CONCLUDING AN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMEN
OR AGREEMENTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS 2916 (XXVII) OF

9 NOVEMBER 1972 AND 3234 (XXIX) OF 12 NOVEMBER 1974 {agenda item 3)

4, The CHATRMAN, introducing agenda item 3, drew attention to the relevant section
the report of the Legal Sub-Committee on its fourteenth session (A/AC.105/147), name
Chapter II and annex II.

5. The various proposals before the Sub-Committee at that session, as well as th
results of the discussions held in the main Committee's Working Group on Direct Bro
Satellites in March 1974, were contained in the Working Group's report (A/AC¢105/12
The Sub-Committee had considered that report at its thirteenth session and had -+ 2
established its own working group on the question (Working Group II), which had prep
the provisional text of five principles. At the fourteenth session, at which the:;
Sub-Committee had also had before it a propesal by Argentina (A/AC.105/134) and a
working paper by Ca.ada and Sweden (A/AC.10%5/C.2/L.102), it had reconvened Working
Group II o consider the principles relating to direct broadcast satellites.

His delegation also attached great importance to the use of artificial satellites
direct television broadcasting in view of the immense educational benefits that such
castihg could offer, especially to the developing countries. I% could be expected
Aincreaging use would be made of artificial earth satellites in the near future for
et television broadcasting to different countries or even regions, so that there was
urgent need to elaborate principles governing their use. The progress achieved at the
~Committee's preceding session augured well, and his delegation hoped that

rking Group IT would be able to proceed further on the basis of the principles of
ereignty of States and freedow of information. The principles of prior consent and

. . . L . Participation of the State receiving the programme intended for it, as well as the
6. Working Group II had decided to deal with all the principles reflected in the . ion and right bo hold consulbabions, vere also of particular importance. His

of the main Committee's Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites and to transfgi 8gation felt that ‘the procedure for the peaceful settlement of disputes should also be
itgelf into a Draf ting Group of the ﬂhole.‘ A%ter considering the various texts subm 1t out 'in detail, and hoped that the results of the World Administrative Radio
:iedgizgzzignériig Eﬁg ;szzezgeghfﬁfgzngiiggfpiﬁSawgiﬁgieoggciieﬁif zﬁlrgizifgizzs 3fe?ence scheduled for Jinuary 1977 would facilitate the Sub-Committee's work on that
texts of all the principles, including three (State responsibility, peaceful gettlem
of disputes and disruption) for which a final text had provisionally been adopted &
as others which had included, under individual headings, alternative texts and ward“
square brackets, to indicate the lack of a consensus. Some differences of opinion h&
also been expressed with regard to the headings of certain principles. All thoge. &
had subsequently been endorsed by Working Group II and noted with appreciation by th
Sub~Committee. The report of the Chairman of Working Group II and the texts th?msel
were set forth in ammex IT of the Sub-Committee's report on its fourteenth 59931on7

. With reference to the question of remote sensing of the earth from space, his
-82ation considered that it would be desirable forthwith to extend the sphere of
}iCation of international regulations governing that activity, particularly with
Bect to the natural resources of States, in accordance with the principle of the
Creignty of States over their natural resources. The principle of the prior consent
‘the senged State should also be respected, and no information concerning such States
Wd be made available o other countries without their consent.
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12, His delegation wished tc emphasize the need for the definition or delimitation of M. SOUZA e STLVA (Brazil) said that he was most gratified to note, on his retum

Committee after two years'! absence, that progress had been made on several

outer space; that task should be embarked upon as soon as it was scientifically feasi ; ‘
da thanks to the spirit of co-operation that had prevailed.

to do so, and in that comnexion he noted that an extremely useful statement on the
subject had been made by the representative of COSPAR, A general exchange of views
the current session would greatly facilitate the Sub-Committee's work in that area.

he Sub-
g on its agen

i 1ing the Brazilisn delegation's position on the various issugs gtill
I recap;zuizid ?t was in favour of adopting the "eommon her%tage of_mgnk;n?“ _
inciple for the moon and its natursl resources and of gstablishlng gpeclflc C?lteiia
“regulate its exploitation on that besis. Thet principle should figure prominently
zie draft treaty so that its full meaning and implicationg cou}d be p?ogerlyt
.flected. His delegation also supported the proposal for.lnterlm Prov1slons o]
vern the exploitation of the moon's natu;al regources ugtll such time as a;ich I
ternational régime had been agreed upon in order to aveoid a legal vacuum W g

detrimental fto the interests of non-space Powers.

18 X
. . N s o tgtanding,

13. Mr., ABOU-ALI (Egypt) said his delegation was gratified to note that the

international commmnity was successfully tackling fthe many legal problems that

inevitably attended the development of a new branch of science and technology.

14. ZEncouraging progress had been made by Working Group I on the draft treaty relatin
to the moon during the past week. As it had indicated at previocus sessions, hisg '
delegation subscribed to the basgic principle that the moon and its natural rescurces
were the common heritage of mankind, and that a legal framework should therefore be
established for the exploration and exploitation of its resources for the benefit of
all States, with due regard to the interests of the developing countries. The legal
status of the moon and its resources, as defined in the treaty, should be based, fir
on the right of States to have access to information collected by missions exploring
moon and its resources and, secondly, on an international regime to govern the 3
exploitation and distribution of those resources. Furthermore, the draft treaty shoi
be extended to cover other celestial bodies that were not the subject of a separate:
instrument.

Wi i i : i hi-. delegation reaffirmed its
With regard to direct broadcasting by satellltet . :
ort for %he basic principle of the free flow of information, and emphaglze§ the
o rules for direct broadcasting by satellite in oxder %o a201dd§15p§tes
' i i i it tion which had a direc
cerning what was, in many ways, a highly gensitive operat ‘ :
aring oi politicai, economic, socisl and cultural activities and which cogld eliher
mrove the level of understanding and friendship among peoples or be uged in such & way

to foment distrust between States.

His delegetion continued to believe that a set of rules applicable to remo?et
ging should be drawn up, and would present its views in due course on the points

15, With regard to direct television broadcasting by satellite, he said that althou .
ﬁst had been raised concerning earth surveys by satellite.

international co-operation might be a prereguisite for such broadcasting, as stated
document A/AC.105/L.102, his delegation would not wish to see it infringe the sovere o . hi
of the receiving State. For some countries, sovereignty was incompatible with freedom 1 Lestly, with regerd to the definition and for delimitation of Quter Sﬁ;%e, 18
expression in that sphere; his delegation did not share that view, but it did believ 'egation shered many of the views expressed by ﬁhe French delegation on the

that the prior consent of the receiving State and its participation in choosing the development of z number of space uses and activities.

content of any broadcasts to be directed at its territory were voth prerequisites fo
international co-operation. Those conditions did not inhibit freedom of expression,.
would simply ensure co~operation between trrasmitting and receiving States in direct
wroadeasting by satellite.

The meeting rose at 11.30 a.m.

16. His country, like many other developing countries, took a keen interest in the
technology of remote sensing which, as had been brought out in General Assembly :
resolution 3388 (XXX), had important legal implications. At the Sub~Committee's las
session, his delegation had welcomed document A/C.1/1047 containing draft basic artic
for a treaty on the remote sensing of natural .resources by means of space technology
it was a well-balanced document, which had the great merit of proclaiming the princl
of the permanent sovereignty of States over their natural resources and hence of the
need for the prior consent of States that were the subject of remote sensing.




