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Mr. LUTHER (Germen Democratic Republic) said that, in accordence w1§2 e
i;ticle‘l3 ‘E&E&graph i, of the Cherter, the United Naté??g hi§ zo Pigigrdinély
: ; i i d its codification. ’

. i development of internationsl law an , cord
PO it i Legal Sub-Committee had to meke an esgsentil
i ixteenth session, the Lega b
22ni:§bition to the progressive developmentfgz;»ze 1§§ zieo??:id5£?c§;et22:loration
s i ageceful co-oneration of States in ti ield of the exp
Co L e monee. " in General Assembly resclucion 31,70,
f outer space. As recominended in Gener oLy e s
aigaZi:pg 4 (a), tge Sub-Committee should accord equal prioriity to all the task
P

The meeting was called to order gt 10.50 a&.m,

GENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS (continued)

1. Miss HOLZER (Austria) pledged the full stpport of her déalematicn for e
fruitful end constructive cutcome of the current session. The Cub-Committee's tag
continued to be to examine possible legal implications of space activitieg, to
study the most suitshle way of dealing with such implications and to devise, whers
necessary, guidelines and rules, including international legally binding
instruments. The very nature of space activities called for extensive
international co-operation based on mutually agreed principles and required a
sound understanding not merely of the art of law-making, but alsc of the technic
economic and organizational aspects of such activities, Consequently, in order to
keep up with the rapid pace of development of space activities, the Legal
Sub-Committee sought information and guidence on the technological aspects from th
Scientific and Technicel Sub-Committee and political guidance from the Committee o
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and the General Assembly.

. entrusted to it.

6 Iike many others, his delegatioﬂ considered th?$ the principlelgf ghzeizeigzi
;.outer space was the foundation for the codification and progressive de P!
0

From a study of the documents of the Fivst Committes at the

o e P eois ared thabh some. Staheos did not

i i i it appe
\ -first session of the General Assembly, i b s g S
:zzzzﬁigzlthat principle and were endeavouring to sap the.cznucnt og thT;eMks cog
i imi ignty over parts of outer space.
by unilaterally claiming sovereignt; r St
*;iigéipge of the freedom of exploration and use ;§ o;t:i ngz;; ;g:t:d;:gaty.of
| i i ifi i ticles I and II o e Trs
celestial bodies, as codified in ar L e e ioe fur the
i i t carry out their outer sp  for
1967, implied that all States mus ) . n‘ activities for th
i ind; including the mnon en
benefit of all mankind; that outer space, C ing 2 L e e trat
1 discriminstion of any H
i must be open to all States without iscri bac _ :
| zggiisépace, ineluding the moon and other celestial Wnlles, was not subject to

- ngtional appropriation.

2. The fact that the four fundamental international conventions which had
emanated thus far from the Sub-Committee had received widespread acceptance and ha
entered into force testified to the quality of the weoik accomplished. Her
delegation was confident that that trend would continue, and felt that the
Sub-Committee should renew its efforts, concentrating on finding generally
acceptable solutions to questions which still remained open in those areas
referred to by the General Assembly in its resolution 31/8, paragraphs 3 and 4.

7. The principle of the freedom of outer space was, by i?s Ve;?anattizéxinand

: original right, which every State could exercise 1lrrespec ive o] Thgythree  lements

- with due respect for the legitimate interests of other Stg eséntfasted with one

' which he had just mentioned formed a unity and could mot et? ion chould bo
another. Therefore, from the postulate that. outer Space'ac'lv%'le of the peaceful
carried out for the benefit of all countries derlved}the-prlnilzhe first and second
 use of outer space and the celestial bodies. A comblnatlonaéth célestial bodies

.~ postulates led to different kinds of uses of outer space and ‘:hout any pormative
: which, in the view of his delegation, had the same priority, wi

precedence among the kinds of uses.

3. The Scientific and Pechnical Sub~-Committee, at its most recent session, had
dealt with a number of issues which were of importance for the work of the Legal
Sub~Committee, such as the remote sensing of the earth by satellites, and had
discussed in considersble detail new suggestions for the classification of remotel
sensed data. One important finding of that Sub-Committee had been that there was
scientific or techniecal basis for a sensed State not having timely and
non-diseriminatory access to data relating to its territory. Farthermore,
important recommendatioris had been made concerning the co~ordinating role of the
United Nations in the area of remote sensing. Without going into detail with
respect to the legal implications of remote sensing, her delegation felt that the
method followed - identification of common elements and, on that basgsig, the
elaboration of principles — had, proved to be fruitful, and was ready to participat
in those efforts, both in the Sub-Committee and in Working Group ITI.

8. The Outer Space Treaty differed‘f;oi ozger ii;?ig?i?girgill:giigi:tggzloiagtzn
atter of principle, the substan ive r Pl :

;2:;; :zvisigZd the cgmmon weal of the internailona% communlty; as ziswzziﬁegiatze

particular, in article I. However, the interpretation of t?et cgﬁiional i

in & way that promoted mankind to the rank of a.subject of 1?'e§l i that

untensble from & legel and political point of view. Ig the fin rprid of’States.

approach would lead to the elimination of the international pers

. "principle of
4. With regard to the use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct Consequently, his delegation velieved that the fgzigiz gzz:i 33a§?§ic§xion.9 The
television broadecasting, she noted that the work done by the recent ITU Conference the common heritage of mankind" was %nadequate gl ittee concerning the treaty
in Geneva could usefully enter into the Sub~Committee's consideration of the - begotiations held in previous years in the Sub- Ommion that the representatives of
question. Finally, with regard to the draft treaty relating to the moon, her relating to the moon had pertly created the impress legal régime which was of
‘delegation felt that the differences of opinion concerning natural resources were Some States had invoked that formula to est&b}ls? i e% the non-appropristion of
not irreconcilable, and expressed the hope that renewed efforts in Working Group I unilateral advantage to their Sta?es. The pr1nc1gd: o immortance for the existence
would produce a compromise solution. Outer space and the celestial bodies was of overriding imp

[
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{Mr. Lubher, German Democratic Republic)

of the freedom of outer space in genersl. A State infringing that principle wo
be harming the legitimate interests of all other States and would be contravening
the prohibition of appropriation established in article II of the Outer Space
Treaty. In that context, his delegation would be gretified if more sccount wes
teken of that prineiple than had sc far been the case in the consilzretion of th
draft treaty relating to ‘the moon. £

the part of all States, it would be possible to make further progress in the
development of outer space law, His delegation was ready to meke e constructive
contribution to that end.

10. Mr. DELROT (Belgium) said that the current gsession of thz Sub-Coimiltee was
of the utmost importance and would enable jurists to give fres rein to their
innovative minds, particularly with regard to three sgenda items, namely the
treaty relating to the moon, the principles of direct television broadcasting,
the remote sensing of the earth from space, topics which had already given rise
extensive debate and had finally crystallized into a smell number of basie
questions, whose difficulty lay precisely in their overriding importance. He ho
that it would be possible to arrive at solutions accephable to all; the work
already accomplished by the Committee in the codifisntion of outer spece law was
the best guarantee of a happy outcome to its deliberations. In that connexion,
recslled that the Convention on Registraticn of Objects Launched into Cuter
Space had come into effect in Belgium on 2k February 1977.

- 11. With regard to the draft treaty relating to tHe moon, the basic option for
Belgium lay in the approval of the principle of an international régime governl
the exploitation of the moon's resources; the system which was to govern the
pre-operational exploitation plan was still to be esteblished. In that connexi
he emphasized the realistic nature of the Italien proposal, which highlighted t
economic advantages of the practical use of such resources, which was currently
a hypothetical question. ' The Sub-Committee had been on the point of resching a
gsolution to the problem at its previous session, and it wes to be hoped that
delegations would set aside rigid and, in the final snalysis, unproductive
doctrinaire positions in order to achieve a compromise solution.

-12, With regard to direct television broadcasting, it was necessary to beer in
mind the ITU rules, which assigned each State or group of States a specific
frequency framework within which they could sovereignly carry out radio and
television broadcasting, either directly or by means of authorization.
Consequently, the requirement of prior consent for the use of frequencies could
contravene international law and violate accepted rules. Nevertheless, it should
‘be understood, firstly, that broadcasts to a national public constituted the
exercise of a sovereign and inviolsble right of States, the necessary corollary
of which was respect of the sovereignty of other States. TFurthermore, as & memb!

~ of the European Community, Belgium maintained that the right to disseminate and®

receive objective information was not limited solely to television broadcasts bu

covered all mass communicetion media. It was therefore necessary to find a

compromise formula that would take into account technical characteristies,

" gtate sovereignty and freedom.

. . . . ' ; . . . licences.
3. Finally, his delegetion was of the opinion that, with a realistic approach g

_at 100 km from the earth,

-gppraopriation.
_constituted a limited resource and whether rules for distribution should be
envisaged was a separate guestion; Belgium was prepared to consider that item also
and to strive to eliminate possible friction.

. during the previous yeer in matters of space technology -

_space laboratory (Spacelsb) of the Furopean Space Agency (£s0).
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(Mr. Delrot, Belgium)

That solution required only a minimum of

jmegination and political will. Tt would involve a radical change; the principle of

' prior consent would be replaced by another, whereby States would promote to the

peximum reception in their national territory, taking into account their security

and public order requirements. Views along the same lines had been expressed by

the delegations of Canada and Sweden, which had emphasized the concept of granting
Finally, there remained the problem of the ineviteble technical spill-over
in that sphere. For the big Powers, that was & marginal gquestion, so much 50 that
Belgium believed that it eould be a beneficial element, provided that the spill-over
was not used to make troublescme or i1l~intentioned broadcasts,

13. With regard to remote sensing, the basic problem lay in reconciling

two imperatives, namely freedom of the use of space for sciemcific purpcses Qf
general interest and respect for the right of States to SOVereignty'over their
national heritage. Belgium was prepared to co~operate in efforts aimed at o
determining the nature of informetion obtained bty that means with a view to arriving
at @ definition of a legel régime that would permit & distinction to be made between
informetion of national interest and that of international interest. The fear of

‘haymful use should not hinder the disseminstion of informaticn end, in that

cormexion, he again proposed that a compromise formula should be sought.

ik.. With respect to the definition of outer space, his delegation had already
proposed in the Scientific and Technical Sub-Comnittee that its limit should be §et
That proposal was in line with those of other delegations
and implied that activities carried out beyond 100 km would fall within the scope of
the 1967 treaty and that space beyond that limit would not be subject %o national
Furthermore, he believed that determining whether certain orbits

15. Mr. HOSENBALL (United States of America) mentioned some of the accomplishuents
: There was, firstly, the
space shuttle testing programme being carried out at NASA's Dryden Flight Research
Center. The reuse of launch vehicles would maxrk the commencement of a new‘stage in
serospace technology and would lead to more significant internaticnal co—opgratiVe
projects, as indicated by the expected joint operations of the shuttle and the

The first
operational flights of the NASA shuttle would take place in 1980 and the
aforementioned joint operations had not been restricted to scientists of the
countries directly involved; planned experiments selected from 16 countries were to
be carried out. More then 220 scientists selected from among 2,000 applications were
involved in the Spacelsb I mission, The shuttle and the European Spacelab together
constituted the nucleus of a "space transportation system"” which would be
extensively used by the international comminity. Final selection of the payload
for the first flight of Spacelab had been announced on 16 February eand reported

10 the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee by the representative of the United
States on 24 February.. Plans were also being made for a free-flying long duration
exposure facility to be placed in orbit.

leon
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(Mr. Hosenball, United States) (Mr, Hosenball, United States)

16. Mention should also be mede of the results of the Viking missions to Mars,
vhich had been carried out to analyse the environment and surface conditions of’
that planet through orbiters and landers. Furthermore, NASA's ATS-6 experimenta
broadcast satellite waa again above the western hemisphere and was ready to begiy
a third year of experimental programmes. That satellite had becn used to carry
out experimental broadcasts over the North American continent snd in India's SIT
educational television experiment. It was hoped that it would continue to provi
services for several more years. Since January 1976, the Communications B
Technology Satellite (CTS) had been operating in a joint development of the Unit
States and Canada and would be used to broadecast to small and relatively inexpen
ground terminals for purposes of education, health care, community and special
serviceg and for other ccmmunications experiments.

i iti tries were involved in
cially positive was the fact that so many coun °
?zzZrnatignal co-operation to secure the benefits of space exploration a?d resz;ieh
. :nd he hoped that such co-operation would continue to grow for the benefit of

mankind.

19, Mr. MATORSKI (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said hf.fully s?gre?.;ge
opinions expressed by the representative of the German Democratic Eﬁpg?tiftmthose
respect to freedom of exploration and use of o?ter space, an@ obs?;xert J: thoss
opinions touched on questions of great theoretical and practical importance

ghould be ccnsidered with grest care.

The meeting rose =t 11.40 a.m.

17. The United States continued to furnish launch services for a variety of use
Twelve of the 23 launches scheduled by NASA for the current yzar were for
non-United States entities, both national and multilateral. Similarly, the
benefits of many past NASA launches continued to be shered, as was the case with
the lunar sample studies, which involved hundreds of scientists in some 20 count
The number of countries and international organizations officially sharing in
NASA's LANDSAT research programmes was now over 50, which meant that the LANDSAT
series of remote sensing satellites was one of the most important projects of
space research yet undertsken. The programme involved the world-wide collection
of data and imagery from the earth's natursl environment and rescurces and had

permitted studies to be carried out on the protection of crops, natural vegetati
 rainfall and hydrology, cartography, laend use and plenning, pollution control an
other questions. The imagery collected in the United States from LANDSAT was
availgble from the Earth Resources Center at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, which ha
already served spproximately 130 countries. He was especislly pleased to note t
in addition to the United States, Brazil, Canada and Italy were now operating gr
stations to receive, process and disseminate LANDSAT date and that other ground
stations were under construction or being planned in Argentina, Chile, Iran and
Zaire. LANDSAT T was nearing the end of its operating life which had already
greatly exceeded what had been anticipated. LANDSAT IT continued to function we
which meant that thé launching of LANDSAT C might be deferred. It was hoped to
place another LANDSAT satellite in orbit in 1981 if the Congress of the United
States approved the necessary funds,

18. Other international activities in the field of space research had also yiel
highly beneficial results. 'In 1976, the two Helios solar probves of the Federal
Republic of Germany made the closest ever perihelion passages, as a result of
which it had been possible to obtain important data on the solar magnetic fields
and on solar and terrestrial interactions. The University of Rome was continuin
with its investigation of physical processes tsking place at the upper reaches ©
the terrestrial atmosphere in order to determine the fate of the earth's ozone
layer. Recently, Japan had launched and placed a satellite in geostationary orb
and the United Kingdom, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Netherlands and
France were also carrying out important spece progremmes. That meant that space
research was no longer a novelty or the sole province of a few nations. What was,




