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The meeting was called to order at 10.50 a.m.

rect televisien broadecasting,
derastanding that those

draft as a whole appeared
it must be made

garding the use of artificiel satellites for di
principles had been formulated, and it was his un
iples would be reconsidered when a consensus on the
1. ° With respect to the principle eof State responsibility,

GENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS (continued)

1. i
_ Mr. LE GOURRIEREC (France) said that the Sub-Committee's work hed alway,

be ¥ T . . o
th:nagggiggzeg;z:dhzggg sp;r%t of conciliation, which in the past had facil ivle.
. r of international legal instruments. Its task was ,lutely clear that State respensibility was limited strictly to areas in which
3 exercise control over television broadcasting. The

epts could, in fact,
principle of consent and participation’ had not yet been formulated because

" consensus had appeared possible. It was his ‘delegation's firm belief
the principle of the free flow of information should be retained, -bearing in

2. With respe . C )

considered thitcgttgoﬁig iiaiﬁezzfizi Z:l:;lng to the moon, his delegation that it afforded every nation the best means of presenting its cultural
for the exploitation of the natursl resour . c?rrent stage to prepare & reg dentity to the outside world. In any event, & clear distinction had to ?e made
would be necessary to know th resources o the moon. Before‘so doing, en recognition of that principle as a political matter and the questien of
e specific consequences of exploitation activi chnical implementation. On the technical side, the concept of prisr

and to teke asccount of t 1
he technological progress made. sreement, had glready been accepted, and the technical problems of direct television
roadcasting had been settled by ITU Regulation No. 458 and the World Administrative

nference, which had met earlier in the year st Geneva. Acceptance of that
sas logical, since it was the only wey of using for the benefit of all a

L atural medium, such as frequencies. On the other hand, technical
ente cencluded bilaterslly or multilaterally should not bind the Sub-Committee

fforts to draft appropriate politicel principles. Since the accepted
(1) :reBulations already provided for prior agreement, the legitimate interests
tes in participating in the direct television broadcasting activities of
tates were already catered for, and consequently, in his opinion, it should

possible to overcome existing difficulties when the Sub-Committee dealt with

‘principle in question.

arti :
Eozzigﬁizrly comglex 1n.t§at the elaboration of international space law was
o éof g cregtlv? act1V1§y and, at times, space technology moved forward

responding international régime could be established.

i;souEEZSLE%BihSubggzmmlttee's work ig the area of remote sensing of the na
end Teohnieal S:bec h-was bound up w1t§ ?he progress made by the Scientifi
seek to improve t; Ogmlttee._ In his opinion, the Legal Sub~-Committee shoul
sddition. Srovld be ‘raft principles pr§pa?ed at previous sessions end, in
referred to in th egin work on draft principles relating to the common elem
base its approacheiiesgrz of Working Group II. gis delegation would contin
France and the Soviet Uiio;?gard on the draft principles submitted Jointly

iith izsgzitpizvigus session, the Sub-Committee had made considerable progr
b Tospeet Yo e use by States of artificisl earth satellites for direct
e 02: cistlng,.and nine draft principles had been prepared. Howe
oo delega$§on a: question, that of grior consent, had not yet been settle
11s dereset bai rongly favoured the ides of prior consent, which represent
internation:1 : ance bet?een ?reedom of informetion and the need for an
intemational remework in which account was taken of the particular
characterss ics o? Sta?§s. In dealing with the question, it would be neces
e into consideration the results of the work carried out by ITU,

5 egarding remote sensing of the earth from space, he expressed his delegetion's
isfaction that the Scientific and Technical sub-Committee was willing to continue
prierity to aspects of remote sensing end to assist the Legal Sub-Committee

nding solutions to scientific and technical problems of Juridical importance.

,iéﬁsly,;the item on remote sensing would assume increasing significance, besring
,_d,the improvements in living conditions, especially in developing countries,
thet new branch of space technology would bring sbout. It was necessary to

Sﬁgréntee to all interested States the widest possible access to remote sensing
hnology, so that all might benefit from it. Accordingly, there should be &

9119Y_0f open collection and dissemination of date end information, even though

ertein restrictions would have to be ipntroduced, for exemple, the proviso that
to the sensed State not later than to

ate and information should be made available
iy other State., In eddition, possibilities for extensive participation by

oping countries in remote sensing setivities should be explored.

zﬁat ilzioregaﬁd to the delim@tation of cuter space, his delegetion conside

d&terminingoigmiztugy ofﬁthe issue was required, in view of the necessity o
s for the application of space law, since a le

. s 1 : gal system W]

i;ogiszfdéppllcablllty was not defined was inconceivable. The diffeient vi

ae?init? on ?he gubstance of the problem pointed to the need to seek a

ion which included both scientific criteria and elements of a conven

nature.
ition of outer space, he praised the

N Turning te the question of the defin
aﬂfeizogﬁd document prepared by the Secretariat (A/AC;lOS/C.E{T/Add.l), which gave
ﬁﬁhtfaed ent digest of existing approaches to the problem. His delegation believed
atte efinite go%utlon continued to be premeture and, 1n particular, that any
mpts to subdivide outer space into several strate would only complicate matters.

In X . . .
étstead of trying to work out definitions, it seemed more appropriate at the current
¢ to seek asgreements if problems should arise.

6. . .
Possigfg_%gggggﬂh(Federal Republic of Germany) said that although it had no
o Committen hcd a consensus on the draft treaty, relating to the moon, th
and explOitatio: ;OVered a great deal of ground in respect of the explérat
hould oomtic 1;o the ngtural resources of the moon, & key issue on which
of explorati ue to focus its attention. In his opinion, the right to freed

ploration and exploitation must be the yardstick for any solution.

[ons
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10. . .
the pEZamgggHzigEgi iigﬁggsssidtgzagr:?z iub'gommi;tee's completion of the text
revi : P reaty relating to the moon i :

Eti;iogzmzjzzéozoggina glfnlflcant accomplishment, despite the fact t;Ztlzzere ‘United Nations con?inued to be the most p?omising forum for the

General Assembly reSofut? Ween8§quare brackets and veriants. In accordance with dination and co-opera?lon necessary ig that fleld: as had been proved by the

of addressing the issueslon'33 (XXX), the Sub-Committee now had the responsibi ' 'ttee's.succ?ss?s in formulating five draft principles to govern ?emote

treaty, the Legal status ngch 80 far had eluded agreement: the scope of the g snd in identifying three additional common elements. His delegat%on

information on missions t: tﬁhe natural resources of the moon, dissemination of d_that C?mplete consensus could be reached on that complex matter 1? members

heritage of mankind. Iren h g moone and the concept of the moon as a common ' Sub~Committee @a%ntained their determinatlo? to do SO. That de?erm%ngtlon

meny other States ;s poan ad consistently supPorted the premise - endorsed by’ mmed from a recognltlgn that ?he rapidly advencing technical aed_sclentlflc

the General Assemﬁly _ thatezg demonstrat?d during the thirty-first session of 14 of remote sensing reqguired the development of a legal ?eglme to promote

common heritage of menkind W§ moon and itg yatural.resources were a part of th ation between interested States, before they were f9rced into a mode of

mankind, moon-besed e 1orlt' en c?ﬂ?u?ted with a view to the well-being of all n to confli?ts which could be avoided by the_establlshment of_mutually'

actual recovery of 1 XP. ation act1v1?1es,.solar energy investigations, and the le internatlonal procedures. It was gratifying to note that interest in

' unar mineral deposits, inter alia, held out great promise fo ensing had generated numerous seminars, training sessions and bilateral and

' ' and it was of particular importance that opportunities

the futu 1 o
if pursuzg’wzi;hgut fear of the potential hazards which could attend such’ aetivi: laterel agreements,
ess altruistic motives. ’ : ‘ availsble to persons from developing States to participate in such

ties.

ho

1. Th .
e agreement reached the previous year on nine draft principles relating ti i o
: With regard to the agenda item relating to the definition and/or delimitation
T , which some believed should precede all

direct televisi i ifici
e towarz:l:;ogn:roadc?st;ng from a?t1f1c1al satellites attested to the progre;

foundation from whizin:tlonﬂl convention on the subject and constituted a firm er space and outer space activities : L
fountarion £x i o approach the three most difficult subjects: consent thers, the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and the Legal Sub-Committee
characterize Ehgsegizgﬁe content, and ?nlanul or inadmissible broadecasts. To ad advanced vari?us bases for resolving that QHEStion'in et d
Shatacterize those i thes as representing the right to total freedom of informat: [P-?/T/Add.l, which had been prepared.by;the Se?reta?lat. That document
on oversimplifié o e concept.of abgolute State sovereignty, on the other, w ;ndlcated, however, that there were widely varying Ylews on the subject
and religio ation. The considerations involved touched upon cultural, polit _the resolution of the many outstending questions might be the product of
glous sensitivities, and there was a need to respect such sensitivities '

- ' and evolution was a function of time.
well as the basic precepts of State sovereignty. 5 '
an overwhelming sccumulation of unresolved

In order to dispel the impression of

Fe'S; it need only be recalled that not even 20 years had elapsed since the

ce age had begun with the launching of the first "Sputnik" end that, as far as
space was concerned, the intervening years had constituted the most

centrated period of change in the history of man. The very fact that a Committee
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space existed wvas evidence of the maturity which had
chieved in international relations in that field.

iﬁéA i;g:gpzz:tiggzl experiments conducted by Tndia in 19Tk and 1975 using the
edncation of eo i e had suggested the potential of such technology for the
between countg; 2 : én remote areas. However, the possibility of cultural exchan
accelerate the gevai the prospects for the transfer of technical information t
concerns of Stat X gz:?nt of peoples were contingent on reconciling the divergen
States. TIran coﬁif alng into account the rights of both receiving and broadcas
of the Sub-Committzz?e _to hold the position expressed at the fourteenth session
be made o L1 tee: 1n view of the importance of the question, every effort m
end in a workable formula the best elements of the two basic posit':

Iren pledged its complete dedication to the principles of respect and

eration between members of the world community; it would endeavour to
tribute to the resolution of the matters before the Sub~-Committee and it
jevement of its objectives.

ffirmed its commitment to the peaceful achi

Mr., KATO (Japan) said that he was convinced that the work of the Sub-Committee -
.Wes to establish a legal framework for the future activities of man in outer

ace = was becoming increasingly important in view of the rapidly accumulating
Xperience in the peaceful uses of outer space. His delegation, which represented
ountry faced with difficult problems relating to space activities, was

larly happy to participate in that work.

%2.de§§:r§i¥§r§ 51mll§r c?nsidgrations ?f prior consent and State sovereignty t
rosoat Th:nlcogs%derlng the operations of remote sensing of the earth's
potEntial.a p :gltlmate concerns o? States were based on the wide range of
Pemoia Ep ;ca ions of rem?te sensing to such problems as water pollution, the
oas digasgerdgizzzz%izzo:;gn fromtgind and water, animal and sea life miérafi
' even the surveying of some mineral 1
well as the prediction of agricultural crops. Respect f relanty ob Sta
must include safeguards against disclosure 0% critPe int o ?OVETGlgnty of 5%
nateren t ) ) ) ical information regardin
o info§325§§:? to third parties not authorized by the sensed State to.regéive#

e informed the Sub-Committee of the launching of the Japanese satellite
ellite. The main purpose

I (ETS-IT), his country's first geosynchronous sat

e.SatEIlite was to Familiarize Japan's engineers with the basic technology for

ching, tracking and controlling that type of satellite., Japan was meking
ned efforts to develop further its own technology for the exploration and

/es
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(Mr. Kato, Japan)
* (Mr. Cocca, Argentina)

20.. His delegation noted that at the preceding session of the Legal Sub-Commit
serious efforts had been made to reach a compromise on the draft treaty relatin
to the moon, although no success had been achieved with regard to three basic
1ssues: natural reseurces, the scope of the treaty and the information to be
provided on moon missions. \Without repeating the basic position of his delegat
h§ expressed the hope that the Sub-Committee would continue its useful delibera
with a view to working out a generally ascceptable formula on & consensus basis.

“An item which grew increasingly more interesting, even though the General
bly had not assigned priority to it in resolution 31/8, was the definition
Jor delimitation of outer space and space activities. In that connexion, he
mmended the Secretariat on the preparation of documents A/AC,105/C.2/T/Add. 1
nference room paper No. 1 (1977) and on its revision of the 1969 study; he
tressed in particular the usefulness of the sorting out of opinions and the
optic presentation of proposals and suggestions contained therein. Argentina
‘for some time endorsed, and had communicated its position to the Secretariat,
establisiment of a 100 km 1imit. That limit had been supported by the

ver for COSPAR and by many other delegaetions. As was well knowm, the
iitional position of Argentina was that the limit should be established by

t¥ on the basis of a legal-political criterion consistent with the scientific
on advocated by his country and COSPAR, among others.

21. As to the two other agenda items, relating to direct broedcasting by satel
and remote sensing, his delegation would explain its position in the working gro
dealing with those two items. However, the guidelines which would be laid down
should not preclude the enjoyment of the benefits of future scientific and '
tgchnological development by the widest number of people. He was sure that the
dlve?gent positions taken by delegations couwld be reconciled if all delegations
realized that the main purpose of the Sub-Committee's work was to find ways to .

secure the maximum benefit for all mankind from activities in outer space. -“Iﬁ'conclusion, he referred to the question raised by Argentina at Geneva in

concerning international problems arising from the exploitation of solar and
‘related energies, a question dealt with in document A/AC.105/L.91., On that
sion, the Committee had discussed the question and had requested States to
1it information on the matter to the Seientific and Technieal Sub-Committee.
reports received, mention should be made of the United States report on the
systems for the generation of energy by satellite, and that provided by the
Union, which linked solar radiation with the world's future supply of
lergy.’ Recently, the General Assembly had also been concerned with the question,
‘could be seen from paragraph 8 (c) of General Assembly resolution A/RES/31/8;
vever, the Organization's precccupation with solar energy was not new, and had
gun more than 20 years earlier, as evidenced by Feonomic and Social Council

ution 598 (XXI)}. The question had also been dealt with by the Comittee on
ural Resources, the Committee ‘on Seience and Technology for Development , ECA,
ESCAP, UNEP and the United Hations University. It was also being considered by
COSPAR and the International Astronautical Tederation, and would shortly be

mined during the Natioral Days of Aeronautical and Space Law to be held in

A!genﬁina, That demonstrated the interest that many countries, including
itina, took in solar energy, and gave reason to hope that, once the items on
. current agenda had been concluded, studies on the exploitation of solar
energy could begin.

22, Mr, COCCA (Argentine) said that the presence at the Sub-Committee's meetin
of representatives of Colombia, Ecuador end Guysna and observers from sn increa
number of intergovernmentel and non-governmental orgenizations was evidence of
the growing interest in the questions with which it dealt and highlighted the f
?hat outer space activities must be conducted in conformity with the principles
international law, co-operation among States, the rights of developing countrie
to share in the technology of more advanced States, the exclusive sovereignty o
State§ over their natural resources and the liability of States and internation
orgenizations for damage caused by space sctivities and, in general, im accord
with the principles of the 1967 Treaty. '

23. With regard to the treaty relating to the moon, Argentina hoped that, if t
text could not be finalized, substantial progress would at least be made in tha
direction., In that connexion, a tendency had emerged which his country togethe
with more than half the Member States present were fostering, to reconcile and
blend the various viewpoints. The gquestion of the legal status of the natural
resources of the moon was the touchstone of the legal instrument which was bein
prepared and specific provisiong relating to it should be included in the treat
Argentina had held such a view sinée 1970, when it had submitted the first doc
on thaet question (A/AC.105/C.2/L.T1).

Mf. JAPTAL (India) said that his country, which was deeply interested in the

%gg I space technology for the general good, had established a space programme

: _?he aiz of developing space science and technology so that they could be

uUsed in the solution of problems related to social and economic development. The

gramme covered three broad areas of activity, namely space sclence, space

o n?lOEY and space applications, and was marked by active collaboration with
erycountries. Thus, with the collaboration of the United States, India had

ent%y.concluded its first large-scale experiment in educational television by
11%te. In the field of remote sensing, efforts were being concentrated on

Ovzﬁzlonﬁl aspectsE research and development. With the co-operation of the

daig Union, the first satel%ite had been.launched in 1975, and there were plans

wi%h ;nch 8 second satellite in 1978. India also had collaboration arrangements
S rance and the Federal Republic of Germany. -

24, With regard to the legal problems related to direct broadcasting by satell
there was every indication that agreement would be reached on new basic principl
In that connexion, mention should be made of the draft international convention
Argentina had submitted in 19Tk (A/AC,105/13k) and the results of the River Pl
Congress on Space Law held at Montevideo in November 1976. .

25, With regard to remote sensing of the earth by satellite, his delegation h
indicated its position in document A/AC.105/C.2/L.T3 in 1970 end in 1974 it ha
submitted jointly with Brazil draft basic articles (A/C.1/10kT), which had bee
sponsored by all the Latin American members of the Outer Space Committee and by
other delegations &s well. Consideration should be given in that connexion to'?
studies on remote sensing which had been prepared by the Scientific and Technicé
Sub-Committee, and in particular to the conclusions it had reached with regard ¥
the desirability of prior consultetions and regional co-operation, Argentina

the process of setting up a LANDSAT gstation and had been putting the recommenda¥’
of that Sub—Committee into effect.

/...
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29. With regard to the draft treaty on the moon, he reiterated his country's
position that any such text must declare unequivocally that the moon and othe
celestial bodies and their natural resources were the common heritage of mank
a concept which had been accepted by the majority of States Members of the
United Nations and which ould give rise to no reservations. Furthermore, it y
only logical to apply to the moon and other celestisl bodies the same principle
agreed upon with respect to the international sea-bed area and its resources.
Naturally, the concept of the common heritage of mankind implied that such resg
could not be commercially exploited except in accordance with an agreed
international régime. He saw no urgent need to exploit the natural resources
the moon pending the establishment of such a régime., Any attempt to do so woul
provoke a space race which would lead to confrontatien. There could, of cour
be no objection to the pursuit of pure scientific research. However, at a ti
vhen the international community was in the process of ligquidating colonialis
on earth, the growth of extraterrestrial colonialism must be prevented. His
delegation would have no objection if the draft treaty dealt with other celest
bodies, although it recognized that in time, there might be & need for separat
treaties for different celestial bodies in the solar systemn.

30. His delegation thought that the benefits that might be derived from the
natural rescurces of the moon should be equitably shared, and that information
the various aspects of missions to the moon, as well as the results of such
missions, including results of a scientific nabure and those relating to natur
resources, should be made available to all. Although it was clear that an
international régime would have to be established, such a régime would become /-
necessary only when the exploitation of the moon's natural resources was feasib
The Secretary-General could convene an international conference for that PUrpo
and his delegation thought that article X, paragraph 4, of the draft treaty shol
be amended to make it plain that the purpose of such a conference was not to
decide whether the international régime should be established or not, but to
decide when it should be established.

3l. As to the use bf-States of artificial earth satellites for direct televis
broadcasting, he pointed out that no agreement had yet been reached on the
questions of prior consent and participation, programme content and unlawful 0
inadmissible broadeasts. His delegation supported the general principle that
television broadcasts aimed at a foreign country should not be permitted except,
with the specific consent of that country. Such an approach was consistent wit
the principle of sovereignty of States and the principle of non-intervention i
the internal affairs of other States, as well as with the recognized right of
States to regulate their communications systens and to decide the type of
broadcasting services required by them. As a logical corollary to the principle
of prior consent, his delegation favoured co-operation between States participab
in direct television broadcasts by satellites in the field of programming,
programme content, ete. The brosdcasting of commercial advertisements should be
on the basis of agreements between the parties concerned, and broadcasting that:
was detrimental to international peace and security should be prohibited. On th
other hand, his delegation had no firm views on the question of international -
liability for unlawful or inadmissible broadcasts, and wished to hear +he views
the Outer Space Affairs Division on that question.
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(Mr. Japial, Indis)

“%'th regard to the legal implications of remote sensing, there were still
¢:ntroversial issues, as became clear from paragraph 9 of annex II of the

o i i its fifteenth session
' e Legal Sub-Committee on its work of 1 s '
Eprt18§/§$l). gHis delegation was of the view that meteorological data obtained

4 7 ote sensing activities should be made available freely anq progptly,
' ghtrEZta concerning & State's natural resources should not be disseminated
zﬁﬁ the consent of that State. At the same timef care must ?edtakinizozhzo
legal obstacles in the way of reﬁoteHsen51n§la;F;§;E1einciizlgcizztific be
= i ifi rch, e recalle s C :
“’g??Sti gﬁb?gz;mizizztliiz gzigit delegation had suggested a classification for
TECh:;CZensing data. Tﬁe Secretariat had already been requested to carry out a
jentifie study in order to establish which ?ype of data wou%g zzrrizgiggstgf
soific applications, and the Legal Sub~Committee should awal e

st study before taking a decision.

The meeting rose at 12 noon,




